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LETTER    LXIV. 

Naples,  2ift  February  1792. 

1.  H  E  royal  palace  of  Capo  dt  Monte  is  built  on  a  height, 
very  near  to  the  city,  and  on  the  north  fide.  The  archite(5t  did  not 
difcover  that  the  foundation  on  which  it  flood  was  hollow,  till  it  was 
finifhed ;  and  this  foundation,  which  was  redified  after  it  was  built, 
coft  more  than  the  grand  building  itfelf.  It  was  intended  as  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  King;  and  it  is  vifited  for  the  fake  of  the  gallery. 

This  gallery  contains  many  pidures  ;  but,  were  thofe  only  preferved 
which  are  really  beautiful,  the  very  numerous  colle£l:ion,confifting  of  fif- 
teen hundred,  would  be  reduced  to  one  hundred.  Hefiod  fays,  N»7r<oi  ax 
'idccaiv  oacp  TrXicv  7]ixi(tv  ttccvtoH  "  Too  few  know  how  much  more  the 
"  half  is  than  the  whole." 

Were  this  maxim  applied  to  mofl  galleries,  we  fhould  frequently 
difcover  that  the  tenth,  inflead  of  the  h^lf,  nay  the  twentieth  part,  is 
more  than  the  whole :  particularly  in  many  of  the  galleries  of  Ger- 
many. 

I  thought  the  following  pidures  remarkably  beautiful. 

A  Holy  Family  ;  by  Raphael.  There  is  one  which  much  refembles 
it  in  the  Vatican  gallery,  and  which  is  affirmed  to  be  the  original.  I 
fuppofe  it  is  fo  :  but  they  are  fo  very  like  each  other  that,  if  the  pidure 
here  be  a  copy,  Raphael  himfelf  mull  have  had  fome  concern  in  it. 

Vol.  II.  B  A  Mag- 
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A  Magdalen ;  by  Guercino. 

The  portrait  of  a  Monk ;  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci. 

Sketches ;  by  Michael  Angelo :  for  his  great  pidiire  of  the  Laft 
Judgment,  in  the  chapel  of  Pope  Sixtus  in  Rome.  Thefe  fine  fketches 
are  in  excellent  prefervation. 

A  portrait  of  Pope  Paul  the  Third  ;  by  Titian. 

The  fame  Pope,  between  two  of  his  nephews,  and  one  of  his  natural 
fons,  whom  he  made  Duke  of  Parma,  at  a  httle  diftance.  He  is  painted 
as  inftruding  them  in  the  fecrets  of  the  politics  of  Rome.  The  pic- 
ture is  excellent,  and  was  painted  by  Titian  3  not  without  fome  fati- 

rical  ideas. 

The  famous  Banae  of  Titian  is,  beyond  comparlfon,  the  moft  beau- 
tiful pidture  that  I  have  feen  of  this  mailer.  The  point  of  time  chofen 
is  the  defcent  of  the  fhower  of  gold.  Cupid  ftands  apart,  teftlfying 
amazement  and  anger  ;  and  he  appears  as  much  furprifed  by  this  new 
difcovery  as  he  is  difpleafed. 

There  are  feveral  excellent  pldures  here,  by  Schidone :  among 
others,  a  young  woman  diftrlbuting  bread  to  beggars,  with  a  beautiful 
boy  (landing  by  her  fide. 

There  is  likewife  a  lovely  little  girl,  fitting  at  fchool  with  a  book  in 
her  hand,  by  the  fame  painter. 

In  one  apartment  there  are  numerous  vafes,  which  are  called  Etruf- 
can,  but  lliould  be  called  Greek  ;  for  they  were  found  in  tombs 
that  were  in  the  fouth  of  Italy,  and  Sicily.  Thofe  of  Sicily  are  fre- 
quently the  moft  beautiful  *. 

*  Many  were  found  at  Nola ;  for  which  reafon  it  has  been  difputed  whether  Nola 
was  of  Greek  or  Etrufcan  origin.  This  town  lies  at  the  diftance  of  fome  leagues  from 
Naples.  My  friend,  tlie  Marchcfe  Rangoni^  from  Modena,  has  fent  me  drawings  takea 
from  vafes,  the  infcriptions  under  which  are  not  hi  the  Greek  but  the  Etrufcan  language. 
The  Etrufcans  had  fuch  vaf«s;  but  no  figures  drawn  upon  them,  as  on  the  Greek  vales: 
they  had  only  infcriptions.  Should  any  man  of  learning  wi(h  to  examine  thefe  drawings, 
1  will  gladly  afford  every  communication  in  my  power. 

I  remember 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLEERG.  3 

I  remember  fomewhere  to  have  read  that  fimllar  vafes  were  found 
by  the  foldiers  of  Cssfar,  and  fold  in  Rome  at  a  high  price.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Hamilton,  the  Englifli  ambaffador  at  Naples,  poffefles  a  large  col- 
ledion  of  fuch  vafes.  The  figures  with  which  they  are  ornamented 
have  been  drawn  by  Mr.  Tifchbein  \  a  painter,  who  lives  in  Naples : 
engravings  from  vv^hich  v/ill  foon  be  publiflied.  The  firft  part  is  already 
engraved :  but  the  explanations  which  are  neceOTary  to  the  work  are 
not  yet  completed. 

All  the  figures  on  thefe  vafes  relate  either  to  the  gods  or  heroes.  Mod 
of  them  are  merely  outlines :  but  they  are  drawn  with  great  freedom. 
It  appears  to  me  exceedingly  probable  that  they  are  imitations  after 
great  pidures.  The  publication  of  them,  and  the  comparing  them  with 
bafli  relievi  on  farcophagi  and  marble  vafes,  with  coins,  cameos,  and 
intaglios,  as  well  as  with  fi:atues,  may  throw  not  only  much  light  on 
antient  art  but  on  many  paflages  in  the  antient  poets.  They  will  pro- 
bably fpeak  for  the  fpeechlefs  marble.  The  forms  of  thefe  Greek  vafes 
•are  very  various,  lovely,  and  noble. 

The  colledlion  of  antient  gems,  both  cameos  and  intaglios,  is  confi- 
derable.  Among  the  firft,  I  faw  one  which  proves  that  cock  fighting 
was  an  amufement  of  the  antients  as  well  as  the  moderns.  By  the  fide 
of  a  cock,  which  evidently  is  fv/elling  with  conqueft,  a  Genius  ftands, 
holding  the  palm  of  vidlory.  A  diflatisfied  Genius  ftands  befidc  the. 
conquered  animal. 

A  cup  of  oriental  onyx  is  very  beautiful.  Within,  the  onyx  is 
wrought  in  cameo  ;  and,  without,  it  reprefents  the  apotheofis  of  Alex- 
ander. It  is  round,  is  eight  inches  in  diameter,  and  more  than  an  inch 
thick ;  and,  on  the  bottom  part,  there  is  the  head  of  Medufa. 

The  fmall  gems  are  kept  and  fhewed  in  glafs  cafes:  no  juft  efti- 
mate  can  therefore  be  formed  of  them ;  particularly  of  the  intaglios, 
to  difcover  the  beauties  of  which  they  muft  be  held  againfl:  the 
light. 

B  2  Two 
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Two  large  baffi  relievi  are  remarkable,  becaufe  of  the  fiibjed  tliat 
they  reprefent. 

One  of  them  is  a  Venus,  perfuading  Helen  to  elope  with  Paris.  The 
beautiful  wife  of  Menelaus  fits  befide  the  Goddefs,  under  an  image  of 
Peitho^  or  Suada^  the  Goddefs  of  perfuafion  ;  and  oppofite  to  her  Paris 
Hands,  Cupid  taking  him  by  the  hand. 

On  the  other  bafTo  relievo,  we  fee  Orpheus  and  Eurydice,  at  the  un-- 
fortunate  moment  when  he  forgot  his  promife  to  Proferpine,  and  looked 
round  at  his  beloved  wife.  Mercury,  whofe  office  it  is  to  condud 
departed  fpirits,  inftantly  is  feizing  her  by  the  hand. 

This  colledion  is  very  rich  in  antient  coins,  of  brafs,  nlver,  and  gold. 
Among  the  Greek  coins,  as  well  thofe  of  the  mother  countries  as  of  the 
Greek  towns,  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  there  are  many  of  great  beauty. 
The  colledion  of  Roman  coins  is  likev/ife  great. 

Sir  William  Hamilton  has  prefented  this  gallery  w^ith  many  of  the 
arms,  drefles,  houfehold  implements,  and  a  flute,  that  were  brought 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite,  and  New  Zealand. 

With  refped:  to  its  churches,  Naples  can  bear  no  competition  with 
moft  of  the  great  cities  of  Italy.  Thofe  of  this  city  are  neither  of 
noble  architedure  nor  are  they  rich  in  paintings. 

In  the  church  called  San  Domenico  Maggiore  is  a  fine  picture,  by  an 
antient  painter ;  Era  Bartolomeo,  a  monk.  The  child  Jefiis  is  on  the 
lap  of  the  Virgin  ;  he  carefTes  the  little  John,  and  EHzabeth  is  ilanding 
behind  the  Baptift.  This  pidure  poflefles  much  dignity  and  tender- 
nefs,  though  it  has  fuiFered  by  time :  but  perhaps  nothing  is  wanting, 
except  a  coating  of  varnilh,  to  produce  all  the  beauties  of  which  it  is 
fufceptible. 

In  the  fame  church  there  is  an  Annunciation  ;  by  Titian.  Although 
the  pidure  has  been  injured  by  a  modern  hand,  you  neverthelefs  dif- 
cover  the  great  painter. 

The  church  of  the  Theatines,  dedicated  to  St.  Paul,  ftands  now  where 

formerly 
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formerly  a  temple  of  Caftor  and  Pollux  flood  Two  great  Corinthian 
pillars  of  white  marble,  which  are  fplit,  ftill  ftand  before  the  portico  of 
the  temple  ;  and  the  trunks  of  the  iiatues  of  the  tv.ro  heroes  are  walled, 
horizontally,  in  niches. 

The  principal  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Januarius,  and  may  more 
properly  be  called  magnificent  than  beautiful :  or  rather  it  has  no 
pretenfions  to  beauty.  The  treafury  is  well  ftored  with  church  effeds 
and  relics.  Here,  in  a  glafs  bottle,  a  red  mafs  is  preferved  that  is 
affirmed  to  be  the  blood  of  the  Saint,  but  which  I  have  not  fetn.  Peo- 
ple alTert  that  this  mafs  tv/ice  a  year,  the  bottle  being  handled  by  the 
Archbifliop,  by  the  aid  of  a  miracle  becomes  fluid.  Perhaps,  it  is  fo 
compofed  as  to  become  fluid  by  the  natural  warmth  of  the  hand.  I 
muft  therefore  fuppofe  that  the  Archbiiliops  themfelves  believe  in  the 
miracle.  So  long  a  fucceinon  of  Archbifhops,  among  whom  there 
have  frequently  been  very  worthy  men,  cannot,  with  wifdom  and  juf- 
tice,  be  fuppofed  to  be  all  Impoftors. 

On  thofe  days  when  the  vial  is  exhibited  the  people  ar^  in  eager 
cxpedation  of  the  miracle;  and,  if  it  be  not  as  fluid  as  ufual,  or  but 
partially  fluid,  their  anger  is  vented  againft  the  Saint. 

The  cupola  of  this  church  is  painted  by  Lanfranc  ;  and  the  four 
angles  by  the  great  Dominichino.  In  this  church,  there  is  a  beautiful 
piaure  by  Ribera,  a  Spanifh  painter,  whom  I  have  often  mentioned  to 
you  under  his  more  common  name  of  Spagnuolo.  The  fubjed  is  the 
body  of  Chrifl:,  furrounded  by  the  holy  women. 

Formerly  there  flood  the  coloflai  ftatue  of  a  horfe  in  bronze  before 
this  dome,  which  it  was  fuppofed  was  capable  of  working  miracles  ; 
and  round  which  the  Neapolitans  ufed  to  lead  their  horfes,°when  they 
were  difeafed.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  horfe,  and  the  abfurd  be- 
lief concerning  it,  were  or  were  not  of  Pagan  times :  but  the  horfe  was 
removed  by  an  Archbifhop  ;  and  a  bell  was  made  of  the  metal,  which 
now  hangs  in  the  dome.  The  miraculous  power,  however,  was  not 
Jemoliihed  with  the  horfe.     The  zealous  prelate  bellowed  it  on  fome 

3  monks 
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monks  of  the  order  of  St.  Anthony,  who  acquired  the  gift  of  heaUng 
fick  cattle  ;  and  now  to  them,  as  formerly  to  the  ftatue,  difeafed  horfes, 
cows,  mules,  afles,  and  other  animals  are  brought ;  and  the  people 
believe  that  their  benedidion  is  as  efficacious  now  as  hollow  brafs  ufed 
to  be  in  days  of  yore.  The  head  of  the  horfe  is  in  the  palace  of  the 
Prince  Colubrano. 

The  univerfity,  if  I  do  not  miilake,  was  built  by  order  of  Philip  the 
Fourth.  It  contains  the  antique  coloffal  ftatue  of  Hercules ;  which  is 
fo  celebrated,  under  the  name  of  the  Farnefe  Hercules.  It  is  the  work 
of  Glycon,  the  Athenian.  May  it  ever  continue,  as  it  is,  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  art !  Well  may  all  who  fee  it  wonder  at  the  juftnefs  of  the 
fymmetry,  and  the  powerful  fvv^ell  of  the  mufcles. 

In  this  ftatue,  I  perfedly  perceive  the  ftrongeft  expreflion  of  bodily 
power ;  but  not  of  that  bodily  alertnefs,  which  always  accompanies 
true  agility :  and,  without  agility,  I  cannot  figure  to  myfelf  a  Hercules. 
Fable  relates  of  Glycon  that,  looking  at  a  ftatue  of  the  effeminate  un- 
manly Adonis,  he  had  exclaimed,  I  can  here  fee  nothing  godlike.  This 
ftatue  appears  to  me  to  have  fallen  into  the  oppofite  error.  The  fon  of 
Alcmene  would  not  have  recognized  himfelf  in  it,  though  he  muft  have 
difcovered  foraething  of  the  God.  Fable  gives  him  Hebe,  the  Goddefs 
of  Youth,  as  a  bride  :  meaning  by  it  that  this  was  the  union  of  heroic 
power  with  youthful  charms,  and  the  law  is  juft  which  makes  ftrength 
the  bridegroom  of  beauty. 

Haller  tells  us  that  a  beautiful  body  is  the  habitation  of  a  beautiful 
foul ;  and  fuch  would  have  been  the  ideal  Hercules  of  the  beft  times  of 
Greek  fculpture.     Excefs  is  the  fign  of  the  decline  of  art. 

Here  is  likewife  a  beautiful  coloffal  ftatue  of  Flora  ;  which,  as  I  hear, 
is  fuppofed  to  be  the  work  of  the  great  fculptor  Policletus  of  Sicyon : 
but  I  am  unacquainted  with  any  Goddefs,  among  the  Greeks,  that  was 
the  fame  as  that  which  the  Romans  worfhipped  by  the  name  of  Flora. 

Pan,  inftruding  the  youthful  Apollo  to  play  on  the  flute,  is  a  fine 

antique  group. 

The 
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The  King  intends  to  make  this  building  his  mufeuni ;  and  here  all 
the  beauties  of  nature  and  art,  which  are  at  prefent  fcattered,  though 
the  greateft  part  of  them  are  in  Capo  di  Monte  and  in  Portici,  are 
to  be  colledled. 

Many  beautiful  antiques  are  at  prefent  in  the  manufa£lure  of  porce- 
lain :  among  others,  the  following. 

Two  Slaves,  the  heads  and  hands  of  which  are  of  black  bafaltes,  and 
their  draperies  and  Phrygian  bonnets  are  of  variegated  African  marble. 
They  are  both  of  the  fame  fize,  both  are  in  the  ad  of  rifmg,  kneeling  on 
one  knee,  and  both  bear  fomething  on  the  head,  which  feems  intended 
to  aflift  them  in  carrying  burthens. 

Probably,  thefe  two  ftatues  were  intended  to  fupport  the  lintel  of  a 
door.  Male  ftatues  of  this  kind  were  called,  by  the  antients,  Tclamones; 
and  the  female,  w^hich  were  dedined  to  the  fame  ufes.  Caryatides, 

An  Agrippina,  fitting.  The  chair  is  fupported  by  a  ftrong  pillar; 
and  probably  the  antients  had  chairs  which  were  placed  upon  fimilar 
pillars.     Such  indeed  are  ftill  occafionally  found  in  Italy. 

A  beautiful  head,  which  is  called  a  Mithridates,  but  which  I  rather 
fuppofe  to  be  an  Indian  Bacchus. 

A  Venus,  of  that  kind  which  the  antients  called  xccXXi-rvyni,  and 
which  is  very  excellent.  The  head  and  breaft  are  by  a  modern  artift : 
but  the  additions  however  are  better  than  we  generally  find. 

A  bronze  ftatue,  of  Mercury,  of  extraordinary  beauty.  Thus  mud 
the  meflenger  of  the  Gods  have  been  formed.  Thus  handfome,  thus 
artful,  mud  the  fly  knave  have  been,  of  whom  Homer  has  given  us  a 
defcription,  in  his  hymn. 

A  coloiTalhead  of  Vitellius,  which  is  a  maderpiece  of  phyaognomy. 
His  voluptuous,  little,  laughing,  bald  head  inclines  forward,  upon  his 
fat  neck,  with  a  kind  of  fmile,  that  neither  could  denote  good  to  him- 
felf  nor  others.  His  mouth,  though  it  grins,  is  half  clofed.  Impotent 
fufpicion  peeps  out  of  hollow  laughing  eyes.     So  muft  the  man  himfelf 

have 
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have  looked,  and  fo  muft  he  have  looked  at  others,  when,  by  his  courtly 
arts,  he  knew  how  to  preferve  himfelf  in  the  days  of  Caligula,  Claudius, 
and  Nero.  Such  was  the  man  who  perhaps  was  too  weak  to  refufe  a 
requeft,  but  who  was  cruel  and  wricked  enough  to  prefent  a  cup  of  poi- 
fon  to  one  vv^hom  he  called  his  friend,  under  the  treacherous  pretext 
that  it  was  a  coolhig  draught,  to  relieve  his  fever.  This  head  did  not 
hang  fo  far  forward,  when  the  half  naked  Vitellius  was  dragged  through 
the  city  with  a  dagger  held  under  his  chin,  before  he  was  put  to  death, 
and  the  corpulent  body  hauled  by  a  hook  through  the  Tiber. 

Dignity,  force,  integrity,  courage,  and  benevolence,  beam  from  the 
head  of  a  Marcus  Junius  Brutus.  Thus  tempered,  thus  harmonious, 
muft  his  countenance  have  been  :  fo  that  the  eyes  of  men,  who  knew 
not  how  to  honour  and  love  his  actions,  v^^hen  they  beheld  it,  could 
not  but  be  charmed.  You  who  can  run  and  write,  and  you  who  can 
run  and  read,  behold  with  how  firm  and  free  a  hand  nature  delineates 
her  favourites ! 

The  great  mafter,  who  out  of  marble  knew  to  figure  to  him^felf  a 
Homer,  was  acquainted  with  the  features,  could  trace  the  form,  and 
imagine  the  foul  of  the  poet.  I  fpeak  of  the  famous  Farnefe  head  of 
Homer.  Mild  benevolence,  heroic  force,  the  very  inebriety  of  love 
and  dignified  wifdom,  mingle  together  in  the  harmonifed  countenance 
of  the  immortal  Ionic  fongfter. 


LET- 
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LETTER     LXV. 

Naples,  25th  February  1798. 

OT  fufficiently  fatisfied  with  our  journey  on  the  15th 
to  Pozzuoli,  Baiae,  Cumas,  and  the  places  before  mentioned,  in  which 
we  had  left  many  obje(5ts  unnoticed,  we  determined  once  more  to  revilit 
them. 

We  fet  off  early,  and  paffed  through  Pozzuoli  to  Solfatara  :  which  is 
the  name  of  a  plain  that  lies  to  the  eaft  of  the  city,  is  tolerably  elevated, 
and  furrounded  by  hills  that  conned  with  each  other. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  there  was  formerly  a  volcano  here.  The  ground 
is  ftill  entirely  volcanic  :  a  hot  fmoke  afcends  out  of  numerous  cavi- 
ties, that  are  to  be  found  both  on  the  plain  and  the  furrounding  hills. 
The  places  where  thefe  vapours  rife  are  in  part  fulphurous,  in  part 
abound  in  alum,  and  in  part  with  vitriol :  v/hich  three  materials  appear 
to  be  engendered  where  the  fmoke  afcends.  The  fulphur  predominates, 
and  fills  the  whole  place  with  its  powerful  ftench. 

A  little  building  has  been  eredted,  which  forms  a  kind  of  alembic ; 
from  which  the  fmoke  defcends  in  water,  and  which,  like  our  fulphur- 
ous fprings,  is  beneficial  in  many  difeafes  :  particularly  the  rheumatifm. 
The  fmoke  rifing  from  many  of  the  cavities  is  even  pofTeffed  of  this 
virtue. 

The  ground  is  fo  hollow  that  a  large  ft  one,  let  fall  through  a  hole 
not  more  than  a  foot  deep,  occafions  a  found  that  rumbles  along 
through  a  confiderable  fpace.  It  is  probable  that  the  humid  fituation 
of  the  hollow  earth,  confumed  by  inward  fires,  may  in  time  make  a 
lake  of  this  plain  ;  which  has  formerly  been  a  volcano.  Such  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  the  antient  hiftory  of  the  lake  of  Avernus,  the 
lake  of  Albanus,  the  mirror  of  Diana  near  Nemi,  and  of  others.  I  have 

Vol.  IL  C  frequently, 
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frequently,  while  travelling  in  Switzerland,  and  particularly  In  Italy, 
regretted  my  ignorance  of  natural  hiftory.  Nature  here  may  be  {qqu 
m  her  laboratory.  Uninformed  as  I  am,  it  flill  was  very  interefting 
to  me  to  remark  the  cryflallized  flower  of  fulphur,  alum,  and  vitriol, 
which  {he  elfewhere  produces  in  her  fecret  chambers,  here  as  it  may 
be  faid  wrought  in  open  day  by  her  own  hand. 

The  earth  of  the  plain  chiefly  confifls  of  a  kind  of  clay.  There 
are  many  flumps  of  chefnut  trees  here,  which  the  people  in  thefe  eh- 
virons  will  not  futFer  to  giow,  but  hew  them  down  from  time  to  time. 
Whether  they  fear  that  their  growth  will  change  the  nature  of  the  place, 
and  the  profits  they  derive  from  fulphur,  alum,  and  vitriol  be  thereby 
injured,  or  whether  this  fear  have  any  good  foundation,  is  more  than 
I  know  :  but  chefnut  trees  appear  to  delight  in  volcanic  diftrids. 
Monte  Nuovo  is  covered  with  them  ;  and  prodigious  trees  of  this  fpe- 
cles  are  known  to  inhabit  the  lower  region  of  jEtna. 

This  muft  have  been  the  field  of  battle,  between  Hercules  and  the 
Giants.  The  antients  called  thefe  places  the  Campi  Phlegr^'i^  or  the 
burning  plains  ;  and  Solfatara  they  named  the  Forum  of  Vulcan. 

We  faw  the  immxcnfe  ruins  of  the  antient  amphitheatre,  at  Pozzuoli; 
which,  as  far  as  I  could  meafure  them  with  my  eye,  fcarcely  feemed 
lefs  than  thofe  of  Capua.  Here  likewife  there  are  the  remains  of 
ihennce. 

From  this,  we  proceeded  to  the  Lucrine  lake,  which  muft  have  fuf- 
fered  much  by  the  great  revolutions  that  have  happened  in  the  globe. 
Suetonius  expreflly  tells  us*  that  a  haven  was  conftruded  here,  under. 
Auguftus,  by  admitting  the  fea  into  the  Lucrine  lake,  and  through 
this  into  the  lake  of  Avernus.  The  fmall  dam,  which  feparates 
the  Lucrine  lake  from  the  fea,  and  which  was  afcribed  to  Hercules, 
is  even  at  prefent  cut  through  :  but  the  fand  of  the  fea  fills  up  this 
canal. 

The  only  remaining  mark  of  the  union  between  thefe  lakes  is  that  on 

*  In  Vita  Oa.  c.  i6. 
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the  fide  of  the  Lucrlne  lake:  the  high  (hores  of  Avernusare  cut  through, 
to  a  confiderable  breadth.  Auguftus  probably  imagined  he  was  labour- 
ing for  eternity,  when  he,  or  rather  when  Agrippa,  caufed  this  haven 
to  be  built.  We  might  almofl  affirm  that  Horace  had  a  foreknow- 
ledge of  the  fate  of  this  work.  In  his  epiftle  to  the  Pifos,  fpeaking  of 
the  changes  which  happen  in  languages,  he  fays, 

Dehemur  mort'i  nos^  nojiraque  :  five  receptus 
Terra  Neptunus  clajjes  Aqiiilo?2tbiis  arcety 
Regis  opus  ;  Jieriltfue  dlupaliiSy  aptaqtie  remis, 
Vicinas  urbes  alit,  et  grave  fentit  uratrum  ; 
Seu  curfiim  mutavit  viiquum  frt/gibus  anwisj 
DoSlus  iter  melius  ;  mortalia  faEla  perihunt : 
Nedum  fermomimjiei  honos  et  gratia  vivax*. 

HoR.  Ars  Poet.  63 — 69. 

We  and  our  nobleft  works  to  fate  muft  yield, 
Even  Csefar's  mole,  which  royal  pride  might  build, 
"Where  Neptune  far  into  the  land  extends,         * 
And  from  the  raging  North  our  fleets  defends  *, 
That  barren  marlh,  whofe  cultivated  plain 
.   Now  gives  the  neighbouring  towns  its  various  grain ; 
Tiber,  who  taught  a  better  current  yields 
To  Caefar's  power,  nor  deluges  our  fields  ; 
All  thefe  muft  perifti  :  and  Ihall  words  prefume 
To  hold  their  honours,  and  immortal  bloom  ? 

Francis. 

This  haven  is  very  poetically  defcribed  by  Virgil,  in  his  charming 
praife  of  Italy. 

*  By  the  wordpal^s  the  Pontine  marfh  is  meant.  Probably,  time  had  fomething  in- 
jured the  canal,  which  had  been  dug  by  Appius  Claudius.  I  fay  fomething  injured, 
becaufe,  in  the  time  of  the  third  triumvirate,  Horace  had  navigated  this  canal  ;  aad 
this  was  previous  to  the  work  of  Auguftus,  of  which  the  poet  here  fpeaks.  Auguftus 
alfo  cleared  and  widened  the  bed  of  the  Tiber,  which  had  been  filled  up  with  the  rubbifh 
of  decayed  buildings.     Suet.  Vita  Od.  cap.  30. 

C  2  An 
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jin  memorem  partus f  Lucrimque  addita  claujlrof 
Atque  indignatum  magnisjiridoribus  aquoVy 
'Julia  qua  ponto  longe  fcnat  unda  refufoy 
'Tyrrhenufqiie  fretis  wvmttitur  ajius  Avernis  ? 

ViRG.  Geo.  ii.  ver.  i6r. 

Or  fhall  I  pralfe  thy  ports,  or  mention  make 
Of  the  vaft  mound  that  binds  the  Lucrine  lake, 
Or  the  difdainful  fea,  that,  fhut  from  thence, 
Roars  round  the  ftru£lure,  and  invades  the  fence. 
There  where  fecure  the  Julian  waters  glide, 
Or  when  Avernus'  jaws  admit  the  Tyrrhene  tide  ? 

DryDEN,  V.  221. 

The  water  of  the  Lucrine  lake  is  bracklfh,  and  full  of  a  fpecies  of 
heart  mufcle,  which  is  not  bad  eating.  Yet  it  can  fcarcely  be  fuppofed 
one  of  thofe  kind  of  mufcles  which  the  lake  formerly  bred  ;  and  which 
Horace,  in  more  than  one  pafTage,  calls  the  dainty  morfel  of  the  Ro- 
mans *.  The  name  of  this  firft  was  peloris.  Whether  the  lake  has 
any  fubterranean  communication  with  the  fea,  whether  the  decaying 
canal  be  at  times  overflowed  by  it,  or  whether  this  canal  be  occafion- 
ally  cleared  by  the  inhabitants,  is  more  than  I  can  fay.  I  conjedure 
that  there  is  a  fubterranean  intercourfe,  that  the  fand  is  carried  off, 
and  that  it  is  occafionally  repaired  by  the  hand  of  man. 

Cluverius,  who  of  all  the  travellers  into  thefe  countries  may  beft  be 
depended  upon,  tells  us  that  traces  of  the  Julian  haven  may  be  feen  in 
the  fea,  at  the  foot  of  the  Monte  Nuovo.  I  have  not  time  to  make 
the  enquiry  myfelf. 

The  Sibyl's  grotto,  as  it  is  called,  is  near  the  lake  of  Avernus.  We 
entered  it  with  torches,  and  found  a  dark  fmall  pafTage  at  the  fide  of 
this  long  cavern,  in  the  middle  of  which  much  water  was  colleded. 
Our  condudors  were  the  people  of  the  place,  who  are  accuftomed  to 
ad  as  guides  ;  and  the  cavern  no  doubt  is  the  fame  through  which 
Virgil  conduds  his  hero,  to  the  abode  of  Pluto.     The  Sibyl  inhabited 

*  Epod.  od.  U.  49  i  and  Serm.  II.  fat.  iv.  32. 

a  cavern 
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a  cavern  near  Cumas ;  which  has  given  rife  to  the  falfe  opinion,  and 
occafioned  the  good  people  to  call  this  cavern  the  grotto  of  the  Sibyl : 
fo  that  they  can  amply  defcribe  the  manner  and  the  place  of  her  abode; 
like  an  old  chamberlain^  who,  in  the  abfence  of  his  lord,  imagines  he 
does  him  honour  by  difplaying  the  apartments  of  his  caftles  to 
ftrangers.  Virgil  founded  his  beautiful  fidion  of  the  Sibyl  partly 
on  tradition,  and  partly  on  hiftory.  Perhaps  we  may  here  difcover  a 
natural  allegory :  it  may  be  faid  that  the  decrepid  prophetefs  lived  at 
Cumse,  that  flie  might  refide  amidil  the  annals  of  nature.  How  in- 
terefting  are  thefe  annals  in  this  country  !  Who  fliall  colled  the  feat- 
tered  leaves  ? 

We  breakfafted  in  a  round  temple,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  lake  of 
Avernus,  which  was  called  the  temple  of  Apollo.  Had  we  been  re- 
ceived by  Lucullus  in  his  celebrated  hall  of  Apollo,  we  fcarcely  could 
have  eaten  with  a  better  appetite.  According  to  fome,  this  temple 
was  dedicated  to  Proferpine.  It  was  a  large  rotunda,  which  appertained 
to  thertn^.  The  orange  and  the  fig  tree  now  grow  in  the  temple. 
From  this,  we  returned  to  the  Lucrine  lake,  and  proceeded  to  the 
end  of  the  dam  which  is  afcribed  to  Hercules.  The  fhore  of  the  fea, 
here  on  the  eaftern  fide,  is  very  high  ;  and  there  are  ruins  which  pro- 
bably belonged  to  a  palace  of  Nero.  Under  the  hill  there  are  warm 
vapour  baths  ;  and  there  is  a  fmall  paflage  that  leads  to  a  hot  well,  the 
heat  of  which,  and  the  hot  exhalations  we  found,  deterred  us  from 
paying  it  a  vifit.  A  man  ftripped  himfelf  to  the  waift,  and  went  in 
with  eggs  ;  which  he  brought  out,  in  two  minutes,  fufficiently  boiled  : 
though,  over  the  kitchen  fire,  they  take  five  minutes  to  be  well  done. 
So  much  quicker  is  the  ftrong  heat  produced  by  the  continually  boil- 
ing and  rarefied  waters  of  Nature. 

Here  we  had  a  view  of  the  whole  bay  of  Naples,  and  the  iflands  of 
Capri  and  Nifida.  Nero,  from  the  height  on  which  his  villa  was 
built,  muft  have  had  a  profped  to  the  other  fide  of  the  bay  of  Gaeta, 


anc 


14  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

and  have  overlooked  the  illands  of  Ifchia  and  Procida,  and  the  Aver- 
nian  and  Lucrine  lakes. 

The  warm  baths,  which  were  called  the  Thermse  of  Nero,  muft 
have  been  long  in  ufe  ;  and  were  found  to  have  a  very  healing  power. 
There  is  an  old  tradition  that  they  were  deftroyed,  three  or  four  hun- 
dred years  ago,  by  the  phyficians  of  Salerno  ;  who  were  angry  that 
the  fountains  of  nature  fliould  render  their  art  ufelefs  :  and  that  thefe 
phyficians  perifhed  by  fea,  on  their  return,  near  Capri. 

We  again  went  up  and  viewed  the  great  ruins  of  an  antient  temple 
at  Pozzuoli ;  w^hich,  by  fome,  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  temple  of  Jupiter 
Serapis  :  but  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  maintain  it  to  be  a  temple  built 
by  Domitian,  to  the  Nymphs,  appears  to  me  the  mod  probable.  Three 
large  Corinthian  pillars  are  ftill  entire.  Facing  thefe,  we  ftill  find  the 
foundation  of  a  circular  building ;  upon  which,  after  the  manner  of 
many  antient  temples,  there  was  an  outward  altar  under  a  cupola  fup- 
ported  by  pillars.  The  three  principal  pillars  ftand  there  as  a  remark- 
able monument  of  the  great  revolutions  of  nature,  to  which  thefe  places 
have  been  fubjed.  About  ten  ells  above  the  ground,  they  are  perfo- 
rated by  a  kind  of  fea  infcd  ;  which  has  the  power  of  perforating 
ftone,  and  which  from  its  form  is  called  Mitylus  lithophagus,  or  Sea- 
date. 

Behind  the  temple,  there  are  remains  of  baths  ;  and  canals,  through 
which  hot  water  was  conducted  from  Solfatara.  Probably  they  have 
been  laid  in  ruins  by  earthquakes. 

Thefe  countries  were  covered  with  buildings  by  the  Romans,  and 
particularly  the  Emperors,  at  an  enormous  expence  ;  as  if  in  defiance 
of  the  terrors  of  nature.  Are  we  not  here  reminded  of  the  antient 
fidion  of  the  giants,  who  daringly  fought,  on  flaming  fields,  againfl  the 
potent  Hercules  ? 


LET- 
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LETTER     LXVL 

Naples,  2911-1  February  1792, 

JJURING  the  25th  and  26th,  the  fky  being  very  clear, 
there  was  a  continual  and  generally  a  thick  white  fmoke,  which  af- 
cended  from  Vefuvius  ;  but  this  kind  of  fmoke  does  not  conftantiv 
portend  an  inflammable  eruption.  This  great  and  frequently  defo- 
lating  phenomenon  of  nature  is  generally  preceded  by  interrupted,  but 
fudden  exhalations  of  a  black  and  humid  kind,  and  mixed  with  afhes 
forming  a  thick  and  gloomy  cloud.  We  faw  fomething  like  this  on 
the  evening  of  the  26th.  That  we  might  make  a  circuit  and  afcend 
to  the  mouth  of  the  volcano,  if  there  fliould  happen  to  be  an  eruption, 
the  day  before  yefl:erday  we  went  to  Portici. 

The  fuburbs  of  Naples  and  its  large  villages,  added  to  Portici,  give 
this  city,  great  as  it  is  without  them,  a  ftill  more  con fider able  extent. 

At  this  end  of  the  city  the  place  is  (hewn  where  the  noble  young 
Conradin  was  beheaded  ;  and  near  the  fame  place  is  the  houfe  in 
v/hich  Mafaniello  was  put  to  death  ;  the  bold  young  fiflierman,  who, 
in  the  middle  of  the  1 7th  century,  had  nearly  delivered  Naples  from 
the  yoke  of  Spain.  The  river  of  Magdalena^  or  of  Sebetho^  empties  itfelf 
into  the  fea  near  Naples.  This  fmall  ftream,  or  rather  this  rivulet,  is 
the  Sebcthus  of  the  antients. 

Cluverius  has  very  juftly  remarked  that  the  village  of  San  G/ovamiz 
di  Ttduccio  muPc  be  built  on  the  place  where,  in  reality,  Virgil's  tomb 
flood  ;  of  Vv^hich  nov/  no  traces  are  to  be  found,  and  which  mull  very 
early  have  been  deftroyed  ;  for  in  the  time  of  St.  Jerome,  the  place  on 
the  Pofilipo,  which  is  now  fuppofed  to  be  his  tomb,  was  then  fuppofed 
to  be  the  fame. 

Portici  is  charmingly  fituated  between  Mount  Vefuvius  and  the  fea ; 
by  the  waters  of  which  it  is  bathed.  The  air  is  healthy,  and  the  fer- 
tility of  its  foil  is  celebrated. 

All 
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All  the  way  as  we  went,  we  faw  black  vapours  rifing  from  the  crater  of 
Vefuvius.  We  hired  afles  at  Portlci  ;  and  the  beginning  of  our  ride 
was  among  high  trees,  round  whicli  the  vine  twined  itfelf,  and  after- 
ward through  chefnut  groves.  We  frequently  heard  the  fubterranean 
rumbling  of  the  mountain,  which  refembled  the  diftant  difcharge  of  ar- 
tillery ;  and,  as  often  as  we  diftinguifhed  thefe  noifes,  we  looked 
toward  the  top,  and  remarked  that  thick  black  clouds  of  fmoke,  accom- 
panied with  a  difcharge  of  ftones,  was  emitted  from  the  crater. 

Tolerably  high  up  the  mountain,  yet  a  full  league  and  a  half  from 
the  fummit  of  the  pyramid  which  is  properly  called  Vefuvius,  there  is 
a  hermit,  who  lives  on  a  hill,  by  its  fide,  which  is  called  Somma. 
This  Somma  is  a  great  ruin  of  nature  ;  and  of  the  antient  Vefuvius. 
It  has  crumbled  away  to  the  half  of  its  height,  and  evidently  difcovers 
itfelf  at  the  top  to  have  been  a  volcano.  In  like  manner  the  prefent 
Vefuvius  rofe,  above  feventeen  hundred  years  ago.  Like  Monte 
Nuovo^  which  was  fuddenly  thrown  up  in  the  year  1538  by  an  earth- 
quake, it  has  the  form  of  a  fugar  loaf,  with  a  broad  bafe,  the  top  of 
which  is  cut  off,  and  is  hollow  to  a  great  depth  ;  like  the  crater  of  a 
volcano. 

The  hermit  warned  us  of  approaching  danger,  and  I  left  my  fon 
with  him  :  though  I  did  not  fo  much  fear  the  ftones,  that  were  thrown 
up,  as  the  difficulty  of  the  afcent.  However,  I  faw  it  was  very  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  take  care  how  we  approached  too  near  to  thefe  dangerous 
iliowers.  The  ftones  were  caft  with  fuch  violence,  out  of  the  hollow 
mountain,  that  the  velocity  of  their  fall  was  not  to  be  compared  to  the 
velocity  of  their  afcent ;  and  our  eye  prefently  became  fo  accuftomed 
to  this  velocity  that  the  ftones,  when  they  at  length  began  to  defcend, 
appeared  to  us  rather  to  be  fufpended  than  to  fall. 

The  afcent  up  Mount  Vefuvius  is  extremely  difficult :  fometimes 
from  the  cutting  drofs  of  the  lava,  on  which  you  tread  ;  and  at  others 
becaufe,  when  you  mean  to  afcend,  you  fmk  deep  into  the  afties.  The 
guides  lefTened  the  inconvenience ;    for   they    bound    linen    round 

their 
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ti:eir  bodies,  by  which  we  held  faft  and  were  aided  by  their  ftrength  : 
ftill  however  the  difficulty  was  very  great. 

The  places  you  pafs  are  terrifying.  The  whole  ground  is  uneven, 
and  ftrewed  over  with  Hones,  prodigious  pieces  olfcojia^  or  deep  pits 
of  afhes  ;  which  have  all  been  thrown  from  the  mountain.  The  pro- 
jecting parts  of  the  mountain  frequently  conceal  the  fmoky  fummit, 
from  thofe  who  are  afcending ;  and  you  are  repeatedly  inclined  to 
defpair  of  arriving  at  your  journey's  end,  while  at  every  ftep  when  you 
mean  to  go  forward,  you  fmk  back  and  imagine  you  fhall  be  fwallowed 
up  in  the  afhes.  You  are  often  obliged  to  Hand  ftill  with  wearinefs, 
or  fit  down  on  the  cutting  drofs  ;  and  the  fenfe  of  wearinefs  is  increafed 
by  the  furrounding  afpedt  of  defolation  :  but  you  turn  your  eye  back- 
ward, and,  looking  over  and  beyond  thefe  defert  places,  are  revived  by 
the  profpedt  of  the  fea  till  you  forget  the  difficulty. 

The  emiffions  from  the  flaming  mountain  were  fo  violent  that  it 
was  impoffible,  at  that  time,  to  reach  the  fummit ;  and  the  difappoint- 
ment  was  welcome  to  us,  for  it  was  a  fpedacle  which  was  much  more 
impreffive  than  that  of  looking  down  into  its  mouth  would  have  been, 
had  all  been  calm. 

We  afcended  the  mountain  to  a  huge  crag  of  rock ;  which,  in  one 
of  its  antient  eruptions,  had  been  projeded  out  of  the  crater.  It  is  at 
the  diftance  of  one  third  of  the  whole  afcent  from  the  fummit ;  and 
thus  great  was  the  fpace  to  which  this  rock  had  been  whirled.  Here 
we  fat,  or  rather  laid  ourfelves  down.  Here  we  beheld  and  heard  the 
mountain  inceflantly  in  labour.  Whenever  the  rumbling  din  became 
louder,  a  thundering  fhower  of  ftones  continually  followed.  I  cannot 
compare  this  fubterranean  uproar  to  any  thing  better  than  to  the  noife 
of  cannon  at  fea  ;  and  it  was  as  quick  in  fucceffion,  as  the  difcharge  of 
artillery  in  fuch  a  combat : 

■Wofchiff  an  fchiff fich  donnernd  legt  *  ,- 

as  Klopftock  fays, 

*  When  ihip  to  flilp  in  thunder  fpeaks. 

Vol.  II.  D  The 
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The  rock  on  which  we  fat  lliook  very  fenfibly,  at  each  difcharge  of 
the  mountain.  The  fuccefiive  fhowers  of  aihes  increafed  in  blacknefe, 
and  were  always  accorapanied  with  ftones.  Thefe,  when  they  fell  to 
the  ground,  rolled  down  over  the  drofs,  with  a  noife  refembling  hail 
againft  a  glafs  window.  At  intervals,  when  the  din  of  the  mountain 
and  the  fiiowcring  of  ilones  had  ceafed,  we  heard  a  fearful  gurgling,  as 
of  boiling  Vv-ater.  Large  drofs,  that  had  been  thrown  into  the  air,  fell- 
rolling  down,  glov/ing  with  heat ;  and  came  fo  near  us  that  my  fer- 
vant  took  up  a  piece  between  two  ftones,  which  ferved  him  as  a  pair 
of  tongs.  I  employed  it,  as  I  would  have  done  a  chafing  difh,  to 
w^arm  me  ;  for  the  wind  blew  cold  and  fharp.  It  was  fo  hot  that  Ja- 
cobi  kindled  his  tobacco  pipe  with  it ;  and  it  was  not  quite  cold  in,  the 
evening,  when  we  fliewed  it  to  my  wife  :  though  it  was  but  about  as. 
larp-e  as  a  cannon  ball,  of  eight  pounds  weight. 

A  yellow  fmoke,  inftead  of  the  black  fhower,  occafionally  rofe  from- 
the  throat  of  the  mountain  ;  and  we  faw  the  reflection  of  fubterranean 
flames  tremble  among  the  rifnig  pillars  of  fmoke  ;  ilrong  gufts  of  which 
were  likewife  impelled  out  of  many  little  mouths,  round  the  crater. 

Thus  we  fat  upon  our  trembling  rock,  which  is  itfelf  a  prodigious 
monument  of  the  power  of  the  fire-emitting  mountain,  and  enjoyed 
one  of  the  grandefh  fpedtacles  of  nature.  The  contemplation  of  its 
prefent  eruption  w^as  made  the  more  impreffive  by  feeing  ourfelves 
furrounded  with  ftones,  prodigious  maftes  of  drofs,  fcoria^  and  deep 
afties  ;  which  tcftified  the  wonders  of  its  former  eruptions.  Not  far 
from  us  was  a  crater  which  burft  forth  laft  year.  As  annals  of 
nature,  thefe  marks  of  defolation  produce  their  eftedt :  but  yet  how 
much  more  efFe<5tual  was  the  prefence  of  the  fcene  we  were  contem- 
plating ! 

Whenever  for  a  moment  we  turned  from  the  terrible  profpedt  of 
the  fummit  of  Vefuvius,  we  beheld  on  the  oppofire  fide  the  delightful 
bays  of  Naples  and  of  Gaeta,  with  their  lordly  coafts  and  iflands. 

We  now  defcended  the  troubled  craggy  height  5  which,  fteep  as  it: 
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IS,  IS  lefs  difficult  to  defcend  than  to  mount :  though  it  Vv^ould  be  equally 
impoffible  either  to  go  up  it  or  down  it,  were  it  not  for  the  foot-hold 
which  the  afhes  aiford.  We  made  a  good  and  agreeable  breakfafl:  with 
the  hermit,  who  gare  us  a  very  pleafant  tailed  red  wine;  which  is 
the  growth  of  the  mountain,  and  is  called  lacrima^  or  tears. 

The  fmoke  became  yellow  at  the  approach  of  night  ;  and,  on  our 
return  to  Portici,  we  then  faw  it  rife  of  a  flame  colour. 

At  Portici,  we  took  torches,  and  vifited  the  theatre  of  the  antient  Hc^ 
raclea  :  or,  as  the  Romans  called  it,  Hercidaneinn, 

This  Greek  town,  the  foundation  of  which  is  afcribed  by  fome  au- 
thors to  Hercules,  was  entirely  buried  and  deftroyed  by  afhes  and  lava, 
during  the  great  eruption  of  Vefuvius,  in  the  year  79  after  the  birth  of 
Chrift,  and  in  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  Titus. 

A  part  of  the  feats  of  the  antient  theatre  were  brought  up,  in  the 
year  171 3,  by  a  farmer  who  was  fmking  a  well.  Emanuel,  Prince  of 
Elbeuf,  of  the  houfe  of  Lorraine,  who  was  building  in  Portici,  pur- 
chafed  the  right  of  the  farmers  of  digging  farther  ;  and  a  ftatue  of 
Hercules  was  prefently  difcovered,  and  afterward  one  of  Cleopatra, 
with  others.  At  length,  they  came  to  a  circular  temple,  which  con- 
tained four-and-twenty  alabafler  pillars  ;  and  as  many  flatues,  that 
were  all  fent  to  Vienna  by  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Prince  of  Elbeuf  were  interrupted  by  the 
Spanifh  government.  In  the  year  1756,  Don  Carlos,  King  of  Naples, 
the  father  of  the  prefent  King,  undertook  to  build  a  palace  in  Portici ; 
and  he  purchafed  the  houfe  and  the  land  of  the  Prince  of  Elbeuf,  and 
the  antient  town  was  difcovered  at  the  depth  of  eighty  feet.  The  bed 
of  the  river  was  found  which  ran  through  the  town  ;  as  likewife  were 
the  temple  of  Jupiter,  with  his  ftatue  of  gold,  the  theatre,  and  two 
large  equeftrian  ftatues  of  the  two  Balbi  :  father  and  fon. 

So  great  was  the  love  of  the  Greeks  for  fpedlacles,  that  the  theatre  of 
this  town,  which  belcnged  to  the  little  ftates  of  MagJia  Grcecla^  was 
more  capacious  than  the   magnificent  theatre  of  San  Carlo  in  Naples ; 
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which  is  one  of  the  largeft,  and  grandeft,  in  Europe.  Yet  the  ftage, 
though  it  was  fixty  feet  in  length,  was  only  eighteen  in  breadth.  The 
antients  were  in  lefs  need  of  a  capacious  ftage  than  we  are  :  partly  be- 
caufe  the  fcene  was  never  changed  ;  and  partly  becaufe  they  did  not 
introduce  fo  many  characters,  and  perfons,  as  the  modern  poets. 

The  firft  known  eruption  of  Vefuvius,  which  happened  in  the  year  79, 
was  that  in  which  the  great  naturalift,  Pliny,  perilhed.  Hercu^aneum. 
and  Pompeii  were  both  buried  under  its  afhes ;  and  the  flaming  lava 
took  its  courfe  through  both  thefe  towns. 

The  people  dare  not  leave  the  cavities,  dug  to  come  at  Herculaneum, 
empty  ;  becaufe  Portici,  and  the  village  of  Refma,  are  built  immediately 
over  the  buried  place.     It  was  difcovered  that  the  ftreets  were  ftraight; . 
and  that  on  each  fide  there  was  a  raifed  pavement  for  foot  palTengerSj 
which  are  but  feldom  found  even  in  the  great  and  elegant  cities  of  mo-  - 
dern  Europe. 

After  having  taken  out  many  remarkable  articles,  of  houfehold  fur- 
niture, arms,  coins,  and  manufcripts  rolled  up,  which  have  been  pre- 
ierved  in  Portici,  the  opening  was  again  clofed.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
fend  you  fome  account  of  the  things  thus  difcovered,  which  are  very,, 
interefting  to  the  lover  of  antiquity,  a^  foon  as  I  have  vifited  the  mu- 
feum  of  Portici  ;  previous  to  which  I  mean  to  go  to  Pompeii. 

In  the  evening  of  the  day  before  yefterday,  I  took  my  wife  to  a  part 
of  the   city  behind  the  Cajlello  del  Ovo ;  where  you  iland  by  the   fea  - 
fide,  and  have  a  full  view  of  Mount  Vefuvius.     Clear  flames  rofe  out 
of  the  mountain ;  and  the  red  pillars  of  fmoke  were  refleded  in  the 
fea. 

Early  yefterday,  I  accompanied  her  to  Solfatara  ;  for  fhe  did  not  go 
with  us,  when  we  faw  it  on  the  25th.  And  now,  infl:ead  of  the  many 
fmoking  mouths  of  this  funken  volcano,  a  thin  vapour  rofe  only  from, 
three  apertures.  It  is  probable  that  there  is  a  fubterranean  communi- 
cation between  Solfatara  and  Vefuvius  ;  though  they  are  three  German 
miles  from  each  other.  But  what  are  three  German  miles?  It  is  fuppofed 

y .  that 
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that  iEtna,  the  volcanos  of  the  Lipari  Iflands,  and  Vefuvlus,  have  all  a 
communication  with  each  other.  What  is  ftill  more,  in  the  year  1783, 
the  very  fame  in  which  the  earthquake  happened  in  Calabria,  and  when 
apart  of  Sicily  was  fo  fearfully  Ihaken,  did  not  the  earth  open  in  Iceland, 
and  ftream  forth  flaming  fire,  which  continued  to  burn  for  months  ?  And 
this  dreadful  vifitation  happened  in  an  ifland  fo  near  the  pole  !  I  can- 
not indeed  fatisfa£torily  prove  the  fubterranean  connexion,  from  thefe 
appearances,  between  the  Icelandic  Hecla  and  the  volcanoes  of  the  fouth. 
A  great,  and  to  us  unknown,  general  caufe  may  have  acled  in  both 
places  at  once  i  but  I  think  this  caufe  is  not  yet  difcovered ;  and  the 
hypothefis  of  a  fubterranean  connection  ought  not  to  be  treated  as 
abfurd,  till  it  is  proved  that  there  is  fo  me  other  which  is  more  pro- 
bable. 

The  hypothefes  of  our  naturalifts,  and  metaphyficians,  too  often 
refemble  the  hollow  and  undermined  earth  :  with  a  kind  of  volcanic 
fpirit  they  rife  and  are  as  quickly  buried.-  Many  a  Monte  Nuovo  is 
lifted  up,  but  to  fmk  and  be  no  more  remembered.  Under  the  ftatue 
of  the  Egyptian  Ifis,  the  Goddefs  of  Nature,  was  the  following  infcrip- 
tion :    "  I  am  what  I  was :   let  no   man  raife  the  veil   that  covers 

me. 

Yefterday  evening,  we  beheld  the  flaming  catarads  of  lava  burft 
forth.  The  reflection  produced  by  the  heat  glowed  in  the  waves  of  the 
fea :  the  moon.appeared  to  grow  paler  in  prefence  of  the  fl:reaming  fire. 
How  fortunate  were  we  to  be  here  at  this  time  !  I  pity  thofe  fl:rangers 
who  only  left' this  city  a  few  days  ago,  which  now  every  night 
enjoys  fo  grand  a  fpedacle  of  nature. 

I  am  juft  returned  from  the  fea  fide,  where  the  profpeCt  this  evening 
was  more  than  ever  beautiful.  The  mountain  has  opened 'another' 
mouth,  on  the  fouth  weil  fide  ;  not  far  from  the  great  crater  on  the 
fummit.  At  one  moment,  we  beheld  '  the  fiery  fl:Feam  as  you  behold 
a  diftant  waterfall,  without  being  able  to  difcover  if  it  have  any  mo- 
tion ;  and,  at  another,  we  had  a  full  view  of  the  flaming  lava.     From 

time 
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time  to  time  the  fire  very  clearly  rofe  out  of  the  fummit ;  and  was  fol* 
lowed  by  flames,  burfting  from  the  new  aperture. 

Although  hiftory  gives  no  information  of  any  eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius  more  early  than  the  year  79,  yet  the  antients  formed  fome 
conjedlures  concerning  its  volcanic  qualities.  Diodorus  tells  us  that 
'*  Hercules  came  likewife  to  the  country  of  Cum^e;  where,  according 
"  to  many  flories,  the  people  were  called  giants :  becaufe  of  their  ex- 
"  traordinary  ftrength,  and  favage  manners.  Thefe  countries  have 
"  been  called  Phlegraati^  or  inflamed,  from  the  hill  which  formerly 
"  emitted  a  great  quantity  of  fire,  like  jEtna.  The  place  is  now  called 
"  Vefuvius  ;  and,  from  many  traces,  we  may  gather  that  it  muft  have 
"  burnt  in  antient  times  *.'' 

National  pride  induced  the  Sicilian  to  call  Mount  Vefuvius  a  hill ; 
and  indeed,  confiderable  as  it  is,  yet  compared  with  iEtna,  it  is  properly 
a  hill. 

Strabo  likewife  tells  us,  in  his  fifth  book,  that  Vefuvius  muft  have 
been  a  mountain  that  threw  out  fire  ;  which  it  had  then  only  ceafed  to 
-do  from  the  want  of  inflammatory  matter. 

A  paflTage  in  Lucretius,  who  lived  toward  the  end  of  the  republic, 
does  not  prove  what  many,  who  have  written  concerning  Mount  Vefu- 
vius, have  fuppofed  it  proved.  The  poet  fpoke  of  hot  fprings  ;  and 
what  he  has  called  Vefuvius  was  only  an  epithet,  to  point  out  their 
place. 

Diodorus  and  Strabo,  the  contemporaries  of  Auguftus,  wrote  only  a 
few  years  later  than  Lucretius  ;  and  Virgil,  like  himfelf,  mentions  Ve- 
fuvius only  to  denote  the  country  of  which  he  was  fpeaking. 

We  cannot  but  be  furprifed  that  the  elder  Pliny,  who  wrote  his  im- 
mortal natural  hiftory  in  the  time  of  Vefpafian,  gives  us  no  account  of 
Vefuvius.  The  evident  tokens  of  qualities  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Mount 
iEtna,  which  qualities  had  been  remarked  by  preceding  authors,  could 
not  have  efcaped  his  enquiring  mind. 

*  Diod.  1.  iv.  vol.  i.  p.  267.  ed.  Weflel, 

His 
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His  firft  obfervations  on  ?vlouiit  Vcruvlus  were  thofe  that  cod  him 
his  life. 

The  two  letters,  which  the  younger  Pliny  wrote,  one-and-twenty 
years  after  this  accident,  to  his  friend  Tacitus  the  hiftorian,  are  exceed- 
ingly interefting.  They  give  a  circuinPtantial  account  of  the  death  of 
his  uncle,  the  elder  Pliny  :  who,  with  a  noble  courage  and  a  truly  phi- 
lofophic  freedom  of  mind,  failed  from  Mifenum,  where  he  was  the 
commander  of  the  fleet,  to  Pompeii,  that  he  might  remark  the  terrible 
phenomenon,  and  was  fufFocated  by  the  fmoke  on  his  afccnt. 

The  younger  Pliny  remained  behind,  with  his  mother ;  who  was  a 
fifter  of  the  naturalift,  and  who  hrft  iliewed  her  brother  the  afcending 
fmoke,  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  a  cloud.  The  fmoke  arofe  in  the  form 
of  the  pine  tree  * :  becaufe,  as  the  younger  Pliny  remarks,  it  had  firft 
afcended  through  the  clear  atmofphere  of  the  mountain,  and  then  funk 
under  its  own  weight,  and  extended  itfelf. 

From  this  relation,  as  well  as  from  that  of  Dion  Cailius,  we  learn 
how  dreadfully  fearful  the  progrefTive  appearances  of  nature  were :  fo 
that  the  terrified  people  waited,  in  expedation  of  the  end  of  the  world* 

This  eruption  began  with  fo  violent  a  difcharge  of  aihes  that  three 
towns,  Herculaneura,  Pompeii,  and  Stabia,  w^ere  overwhelmed  by  the 
tempeft.  So  unexpeded  was  the  univerfal  death  that  the  people  of 
Pompeii  were  at  the  theatre. 

This  guft  of  afhes  was  occafioned  by  the  falling  in  of  that  part  of 
Vefuvius  which  is  nov/  called  Monte  Somma,  The  falling  in  is  denoted 
by  the  figure  of  Monte  Somma  ;  which  was  the  Vefuvius  of  the  antients^ 
but  which  was  more  frequently  called  Vefeviis  by  the  Romans.  The 
proper  Vefuvius  of  the  prefent  day,  which  about  half  way  up  joins 
Mount  Somma,  formed  itfelf  into  a  pyramid  there  where  it  rifes  above 

*  Of  that  fpecies  which  we  call  the  Italian  pine,  and  which  they  name  Fino\  a  tree,  the 
beauty  of  which  greatly  exceeds  that  of  our  pine.  It  has  the  form  of  an  umbrella  ;  in. 
which  form  the  fmoke  rifes,  when  the  air  is  calm:  and,  in  order  to  underftand  the  rela- 
tion of  Pliny,  we  muft  figure  to  ourfelves  the  form  of  this  tree 

Somma, 
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.Somma,  and  rofe  in  proportion  as  the  antient  Vefevus  fell  in.     In  the 
fame  manner  Monte  Nuovo,  in  the  year  1538,  rofe  in  a  fmgle  night. 

Ever  fmce  the  year  79,  Vefuvius  has  continued  to  fmoke  ;  and, 
from  time  to  time,  to  fend  forth  eruptions.  About  thirty  of  thefe 
eruptions  have  been  diftingufhed  from  the  reft,  either  by  the  length  of 
their  duration  or  their  violence.  The  mountain  fends  forth  flames 
almoft  every  year,  generally  about  the  beginning  of  Autumn  ;  and 
fometimes,  tvvrice  a-year. 

In  the  year  1631,  a  great  part  of  the  mountain  fell  in. 
The  phenomena  of  the  year  1767  v^^ere  terrific:  the  whole  country 
was  long  kept  in  dread,  by  the  fubterranean  thunder  of  the  mountain  ; 
and  at  laft  it  broke  out,  emitting  thick  fmoke  and  fhowers  of  fire, 
mingled  with  ftones  and  afhes.  The  lava  firft  flowed  flovv^ly  toward 
Re/ma;  and  a  part  of  heaven  was  benighted,  on  the  19th  of  October, 
by  the  black  clouds  of  fmoke  and  afnes  that  were  poured  forth.  On 
the  20th,  a  broad  ftream  of  lava  haftily  burft  forth  ;  and,  in  an  hour's 
time,  made  a  progrefs  of  feven  Italian  miles.  Its  depth  was  eftimated 
at  fixty  fathoms.  At  midnight,  the  mountain  burned  horribly  ;  and 
it  thundered  at  intervals  like  the  difcharge  of  cannon.  It  poured  out 
a  new  river  of  fire  ;  which  ruflied  toward  the  valley,  that  lies  between 
Vefuvius  Proper  and  the  height  of  San  Salvadore^  on  v^hich  the  her- 
mitage ftands.  A  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Portici  accompanied  the 
flight  of  the  King  to  Naples.  On  the  23d,  the  mountain  again  began 
to  bellow  ;  and,  after  a  fhort  paufe,  the  lava  broke  out  more  dreadful 
than  before,  and  the  mountain  during  three  hours  difcharged  fire  and 
afhes.  The  aflbes  were  blown  as  far  as  Gaeta;  which  lies  five  German 
miles  diftant  over  the  fea.  The  explofion  ended  on  the  26th  ;  but  the 
earth  long  afterward  continued  to  be  occafionally  fhaken. 

After  the  eruption  of  lava  in  the  year  ^779,  which  began  on  the 
27th  of  Auguft,  the  fruit  trees  a  fecond  t'l:;  put  forth  their  buds,  and 
a  fecond  time  adually  produced  fmall  but  well  tailed  fruit,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  winter. 

The 
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"The  countries  In  the  neighbourhood  of  volcanoes  are  always  found 
to  be  fertile ;  which  is  either  occafioned  by  the  heat  of  the  earth,  or 
by  the  fiery  exhalations  that  are  emitted.  In  the  gardens  near  Poz- 
zuoli,  the  foil  of  which  is  extraordinarily  war:nl>ecaufe  of  the  vicinity  of 
Solfatara  and  its  hot  fprings,  vegetables  are  produced  and  the  fruits  ripen 
a  fortnight  fooner  than  at  Naples :  but  the  fruits,  on  account  of  this 
heat,  are  lefs  delicious  ;  and  the  vegetables  lefs  excellent. 

With  refped:  to  the  fecond  fruits  that  were  produced  in  the  year 
1779,  I  remember  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  autumn  of  the  fame 
year,  as  I  was  travelling  from  Germany  to  Denmark,  I  faw  the  wuld 
.chefnut  tree  a  fecond  time  in  bloom  in  both  countries :  nay,  in  Den- 
mark, tov/ard  the  middle  of  November,  at  a  feafon  Vv^hen  in  general  the 
oak  had  flied  its  Jeaves,  in  thefe  countries. 

This  whole  year  was  remarkable,  in  the  North.  On  the  13th  of 
March,  in  the  Charlottcnburg^  now  the  botanic,  garden  at  Copenhagen, 
I  faw  an  apricot  tree  in  the  open  air  in  full  bloom.  Thofe  fecret  caufes, 
which  produced  a  new  bloom  in  autumn  as  well  even  in  Denmark  a;*- 
in  Germany,  acting  in  milder  climates  with  no  lefs  effed,  muft  have 
repeated  the  gifts  of  fummer  and  of  autumn  in  the  winter  of  the  fouth 
of  Italy.  Both  in  thefe  countries  and  in  the  north,  people  were  fear- 
ful that  nature  would  have  recruited  her  powers  by  extreme  frugality, 
in  the  following  year:  but  the  kind  and  fmiling  mother,  in  1780,  fcat- 
tered  her  bleffings  from  her  horn  of  plenty,  over  her  anxious,  fearful, 
«ind  agitated  children. 


Vol.  II.  IE  LET- 
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LETTER     LXVII. 

Naples,  3d  March  1793;- 

ESTERDAY  evening,  I  and  Erneft,  with  Nicolovius  and 
Jacobi,  took  a  boat ;  and  once  more  proceeded  to  vifit  Mount  Velu- 

vius. 

The  wifhed-for  night  approached^  and  we  beheld  the  river  of  fire  at 
a  diftance  ;  and  hkevvife  its  refiedion  in  the  fea.  We  again  took  alTes 
at  Portici,  and  rode  as  before  to  the  two  hermits,  as  they  are  called, 
who  live  in  the  hermitage  of  Sci/i  Salvadore,  fituated  on  a  conliderable 
height  of  the  mountain,  and  lying  between  the  Somma  and  the  proper 
Veluvius.  The  employment  of  thefe  people  is  to  afford  lodging  and 
aid  to  ftrangers. 

As  we  travelled,  we  faw  the  whole  ftream  of  burning  lava  at  a  dif- 
tance ;  and  heard  the  noife  of  the  mountain  louder  than  when  in  the 
boat.  We  likewife  beheld  melancholy  marks  of  the  defolation  of  the 
year  lyj^y  teftified  by  prodigious  pieces  of  lava  ViXidi  fcoria^  and  giving 
a  terrific  afped  to  the  flourifliing  plants  and  vine  bowers,  among  which 
they  lay  fcattered. 

Before  v/e  left  the  hermitage  to  continue  our  road,  I  put  my  fon  to 
bed;  after  which,  we  rode  to  a  crofs,  where  the  way  began  to  be  ini-^ 
paffable  for  the  animals. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  flones,  which  were  thrown  from  the  crater 
of  the  mountain,  and  the  many  rivulets  of  fire  which  flov/ed  on  all  fides 
from  the  principal  fi;ream,  would  have  permitted  us  to  have  afcended 
and  examined  tlie  new  mouth,  that  vomited  forth  thefe  terrors.  It 
was  not  far  below  the  crater  on  the  fummit,  which  evidently  had  a 
connection  with  the  chief  gulph.  Thefe  pathlefs  fteep  ways,  which 
are  dreadful  even  by  day,  were  more  dreadful   by   night.     The  now 

dim.. 
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'dim,  now  flaring  light  of  our  torches,  more  frequently  fliewed  us  the 
Hone,  or  the  huge  cinder,  over  which  we  had  tlumbled,  than  thofe 
over  which  we  might  ftumble:  like  our  feeble  reafon  ;  vrliich,  Pope, 
in  his  Eflay  on  Man,  has  fo  beautifully  defcribed  :  — 

**  "What  can  flie  more  than  tell  us  we  are  fools  ?" 

Neither  have  I  the  fame  pliancy  of  limb,  nor  ftrength  of  lungs, 
which  feventeen  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  youth,  enabled  me  to  climb 
the  fteepeft  paths  of  the  Alps. 

We  contented  ourfelves,  though  unwillingly,  Vvith  taking  a  lateral 
diredion  ;  by  which  we  approached  the  lower  part  of  the  ftream  of 
burning  lava. 

Though  the  way  we  took  was  lefs  laborious  to  the  lungs  and  the 
limbs  than  the  afcent  to  the  fummit  would  have  been,  yet  it  was  very 
difficult ;  and  particularly  painful  to  the  feet.  Soon  after  we  had  pafTed 
the  crofs,  we  found  vegetation,  which  before  had  appeared  fickly,  en- 
tirely dead.  Stepping  among  the  deep  afhes,  you  tread  upon  prodi- 
gious lumps  of  angular /'2w7^ ;  the  fharp  points  of  which  pain  the 
more  fenfibly  becaufe  the  prelTure  of  the  foot  frequently  makes  leiTer 
bits  roll  dov/n,  and  wound  with  their  defcent.  Such  pieces  are  piled 
roughly  over  one  another  ;  having  been  colleded  by  different  eruptions 
of  lava,  flowing  through  the  unequal  ground,  and  leaving  mementos 
of  more  early  devaftation. 

The  heat  that  proceeded  from  an  aperture,  which  burft  forth  in  the 
month  of  Augufi:  1790,  was  infufferable;  and,  though  when  we  were 
there  it  was  a  year  and  a  half  fmce  this  eruption  happened,  the  hot 
furface  would  not  permit  us  to  touch  it  with  our  hands. 

We  continued  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  pafs  with  hafty  fteps 
over  hollow  lumps  of  drofs,  that  ftill  were  glowing;  furrounded  on  all 
fides  by  gulphs  of  nre.  To  have  made  a  falfe  ilep,  or  to  have  ftepped 
flowly,  would  have  been  equally  dangerous.  Should  the  drofs  give 
way,  the  foot  muft  fmk  or  the  body  be  thrown  off  its  centre,  and  all 

E  2  our 
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our  precaution  would  have  been  vain.  The  lava  that  had  ruflied  head- 
long from  the  fteep  decrivlty,  arriving  at  a  place  where  there  was  no 
defcent,  colleded  iticlf  among  the  cuiders,  and  liowed  but  Ilowly  :. 
though  filll  the  flood  was  liaming  red.  The  (lones  and  fcorla  that  it- 
had  pafled  over  were  red  hot;  and  one  of  our  guides  lighted  the  extin- 
guiflied  torch,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  by  a  cinder  of  this  kind. 

The  nature  of  the  lavas  is  various,  according  to  the  materials  con- 
tained in  the  mountain  ;  either  as  they  fhall  mingle  with  each  other,  oi* 
be  thrown  up  unmingled.  They  are  as  hard  as  ftone,  are  capable  of 
the  poliih  of  marble,  and  of  different  colours.  Either  I  miftake  or  the 
pavement  of  the  Roman  roads  moftly  confifts  of  the  lava  of  antient 
volcanos,  which  had  become  extinguiihed  before  the  time  of  the  Ro-- 
man  hiftory,  and  therefore  Vv^ere  not  known  as  fachi  -The  fame  may- 
be faid  of  all  Naples,  and  of  the  highway  to  Portici. 

The  pure  melted  lava  does  not  form  itfelf  into  waves  as  it  flovx^s ; 
but,  as  foon  as  it  is  difcharged  from  the  throat  of  the  mountain,  the 
mafs  which  it  forms  is  impelled  downwards  by  fucceffive  emiflions. 
You  may  remember  to  have  feen  the  Rhine  flow  in  the  fame  manner 
at  Mentz.  It  forms  no  weaves,  but  is  apparently  ftill :  yet  the  broad, 
ftream  flows  with  more  refiftlefs  power  from  this  circumftance.  Metal,, 
melted  till  liquefied  in  a  forge,  may  give  you  a  tolerable  idea  of  the 
lava;  as  well  of  that  which  flows  purely,  as  of  that  which  is  mingled 
Vv'ith  drofs. 

Whenever  the  mountain  throws  cut  its  palpitating  flames  and  hurls- 
its  fl:ones  into  the  air,  the  melted  fl:ream  is  enlivened  by  a  new  polifh,. 
Red  hot  ftones  at  the  fame  time  roll  down  on  every  fide.     Many  were 
rolled  along  by  the  lava,  as  flints  are  by  the  fliream   of  the  mountain. 
From  the  principal  catarads  of  fire  inferior  ones  take  their  courfe.  The 
mountain  ceafed  to  repeat  its  quick  fuccefllve  claps  of  thunder^   and- 
continued  to  roll  it  durably,  while  the  hifl^mg  roars  of  a  tempefl:  were 
heard.     The  clouds  of  fmoke  that  rofe  were  fo  red  that  you  would 
have  fuppofed  them  to  have  been  flames,  had  not  real  flames  been. 

emitted ; 
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ctni'tted  j  and   had  they  not  been  obfcured  by  the  bright  red  of  the 

lava. 

The  ftillnefs  of  night  reigned  over  thefe  defert  places,  and  was  only 
interrupted  by  fubterranean  uproar.  The  atmofphere  was  dark  :  you 
fcarcely  could  fee  the  fhady  part  of  the  mountain,  that  lay  behind  that 
which  was  illuminated  by  the  fire.  Like  as  poliilied  bodies,  when  the 
light  is  little,  feem  to  colled  it  all  to  themfelves,  and  caft  furrounding; 
objeds  in  deeper  darknefs. 


LETTER     LXVIIL 

Naples,  7  til  March  1792. 

JL  HE  pleafant  lake  of  Agnano  lies  not  far  from  Solfatara,  and 
fbmething  nearer  than  that  to  Naples.  It  is  chiefly  furrounded  by  high 
Ihores,,  on  which  the  poplar  and  the  chefnut  tree  grow. 

Near  a  part  of  the  fhore,  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  there  is  a  cavern  ;  which 
was  called  by  the  antients  the  cavern  of  Charon.  It  is  better  known 
at  prefent  by  the  name  of  La  Grotto,  del  Cane :  the  cavern  of  dogs  ;  be- 
caufe  it  is  a  common  cuftom  to  put  a  dog  into  the  cavern,  in  order  to 
convince  ftrangers  of  the  mephitic  qualities  of  the  air.  The  dog  pre- 
fently  lofes  his  fenfes,  and  mufl:  die  were  he  not  dragged  out,  and,  to 
recover  him,  dipped  in  the  water  of  the  lake. 

We  did  not  think  proper  to  tolerate  the  cruelty  of  this  experiment,, 
and  we  therefore  entered  the  cavern  one  after  another.  That  we 
might  be  convinced  of  the  effeds  of  the  air,  it  was  neceflary  we  fhould 
bend  :  but  thefe  effeds  were  not  fo  ftrong  as  we  expeded.  There  is. 
a  fnnilar  opening  in  the  earth  near  Pyrmont,  which  appeared  to  me  to 
exhale  flronger  vapours.     I  mufl  remark  however  that  I  vifited  the 

German 
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Gei'inan  cavern  in  a  hot  fummer's  day,  and  this  during  the  humid 
feafon  of  fpring  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  effects  are  more  fudden  and 
forcible  in  iummer. 

It  is  impoffible  to  hre  a  piftol  in  the  grotto  ;  for  the  air  prevents 
the  powder  in  the  pan  from  taking  fire.  We  had  neglected  to  brinp- 
fire  arms  to  make  the  experiment :  but  we  faw  the  torches  were  ex- 
tLnguiilied,  when  they  were  held  in  the  cavern. 

The  hot  fulphur  baths  of  the  lake  appeared  to  me  ftronger  than  the 
vapour  of  the  cavern.  Thefe  baths  are  called  Stiife^ox  ftoves,  di  San 
Gcnnano.  They  are  much  efteemed  for  their  effeds ;  and  emit  a  hot 
vapour,  the  fmoke  of  which  is  fo  fine  that  means  muil  be  taken  to  ren- 
der it  vifible.  A  bit  of  tinder  is  kindled,  and  fuffered  to  fmoke  ;  and 
round  this  the  afcending  fulphurecus  vapour  will  become  perceptible. 
I  can  only  account  for  this  effedt  by  fuppoiing  that  a  part  of  the  moi^ 
grofs  fmoke  of  the  tinder  mixes  vv^ith  the  fine  vapour,  and  thickens  it 
fufficiently  to  render  it  vifible. 

A  rough  path  leads  to  the  boiling  fprings,  which  are  called  gli  Pifci- 
arellL  They  rife  out  of  the  Monte  Secco,  or  dry  hill,  and  have  probably 
fome  connedion  with  Solfatara  :  for,  as  in  that,  a  fmoke  exhales  here, 
out  of  little  apertures,  which  fhews  the  exiftence  of  fulphur  and  vitriol. 

Thofe,  who  endeavour  to  find  the  hell  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  with 
all  its  ftreams,  on  earth,  difcover  in  the  pleafant  lake  of  Agnano  the  river 
of  Cocytiis ;  in  the  Grot  fa  del  Ca?te  tlie  cavern  of  Cerberus^  who  was 
charmed  to  fleep  by  a  fop  which  the  Sibyl  had  prepared  ;  the  Styx  in 
the  hot  fprings  ;  and,  finally,  that  the  hypothefis  may  be  in  all  things 
complete,  in  the  Stufc  di  San  Gcrmano^  which  are  vifited  by  the  fick, 
the  entrance  to  the  fiiades  of  death :  where,  as  the  Roman  poet  fings, 

Vejlibiihtm  ante  ipfmn  prhmfqm  in  fauc'ihus  Orci 
Lucius  et  ultrices  pofucre  cubilia  Cura:  .- 
Pallentefqiie  habitant  Morbi,  trtjlifque  SeneHuSy 
Et  Met  us  et  male  funda  Fames ,  ac  tiirpis  Egejlas^ 
Terribiles  vifu  formes  I  Lethumque^  Labofque  j 

Tutm 
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^um  confanguineus  Lethi  Sopor ^  et  mala  mentis 
Gatidia  ;   mortifertimque  adverfo  in  limine  Belliimy 
Ferreique  JLumenidum  thalamic  et  Difcordia  demens 

Vipereum  crinem  vittis  innexa  crtientis. 

ViRG.  J£n.  vi.  273, 

Jufl  In  the  gate,  and  in  the  jaws  of  hell, 

Revetigeful  Cares,  and  fallen  Sorrows  dwell ; 

And  pale  Difeafes,  and  repining  Age  \ 

Want,  Fear,  and  Famine,  unrefifted  rage  ; 

Here  Toils,  and  Death,  and  Death's  half-brother.  Sleep, 

Forms  terrible  to  view,  their  fentry  keep  : 

With  anxious  Pleafures  of  a  guilty  mind. 

Deep  Frauds  before,  and  open  Force  behind  : 

The  Furies'  iron  beds,  and  Strife  that  (hakes 

Her  hiffing  treffes,  and  unfolds  her  fnakes. 

Dryden,  v.  384. 

This  beautiful  paiTage  of  the  poet  has  been  applied  to  the  vapour- 
baths  with  much  acutenefs,  but  with  little  judgment. 

I  need  not  repeat  what  I  have  already  faid,  concerning  the  abfurdity 
of  that  opinion  that  fuppofes  the  whole  empire  of  Death,  with  the 
Elyfian  fields,  v/hich  another  fun  and  other  ftars  illumine — 

-„  ^„...^  Solenrqtie  fuumyfua  ftdera  norunt  -     ■ 


are  to  be  found  on  earth  ;  in  the  lake  Avernus,  the  vineyards  of  the 
dead  fea,  and  where  the  dead  of  all  Baias  were  buried.  I  would  only 
advife  you  to  turn  to  the  map  of  thefe  countries,  and  follow  the  poet 
through  all  his  labyrinths  :  I  mean  follow  him  if  you  can. 

The  lake  of  Avernus  is  very  near  Cumae  :  but  the  vejlibulum  oiOrcus 
is  more  than  a  German  mile  diftant. 

The  noble  Mantuan  bard,  when  he  lived  in  Naples,  certainly  had 
often  praiied  the  lake  of  Agnano  in  fabulous  fong  ;  and  had  vifited  its 
bowers.  But  why  compare  this  lovely  lake  to  the  hateful  Cocytus  ?. 
Why  did  they  not  difcover,  fmce  they  were  bent  on  difcovery,  that 
which  the  fagacious  poet  had  concealed  deep  in  earth  and  darknefs  ? 

■      Alt  a  terra  et  caligine  — — 

o-  .  Why, 
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Why,  I  fay,  did  they  not,  among  the  groves  of  this  lake,  dlfcover  the 
fields  where  the  fouls  of  lovers  ftray  ;  and  meet  in  them  the  wandering 
fliade  of  Dido,  with  her  freih  bleeding  wounds  ?  But  they  were  deter- 
mined to  find  that  of  which  nothing  but  blind  curiofity  would  have 
gone  in  fearch. 

A  tolerably  fteep  hill  feparates  the  banks  of  the  Agnano  from  the 

deep  valley  oiAJlriini,     The  profpe^t  from  the  top  of  this  hill,  as  well 

toward  the  lake  as  the  valley,  is  very  pleafant.     It   is  furrounded  by 

lefler  heights,  and  ihaded  by  the  oak,  the  prickly  oak,  and  the  chefnut 

tree. 

Here  the  wild  boars,  many  of  which  we  faw,  meet  with  excellent 
pafture.  The  King  frequently  diverts  himfelf  with  hunting  in  this 
valley  ;  in  the  middle  of  which  there  is  a  charming  lake,  and  a  little 
pool  that  has  probably  been  feparated  from  the  lalce  by  an  earthquake. 

A  gentle  heart  enlivening  calm  is  felt,  as  well  on  the  banks  of  the 
lake  of  Agnano  as  in  the  whole  of  thefe  friendly  regions.  No  objedt 
here  reminds  you  of  the  vicinity  of  a  great  city,  which  is  inhabited  by 
nearly  half  a  million  of  people.  All  breathes  that  foft  repofe  which 
many  confider  as  an  empty  found ;  but  without  which  the  fev/,  who 
feel  it,  confider  the  pleafures  that  the  crowd  ende:\vour  to  difcover  in 
ftrife  and  ambition  as  empty  indeed,  and  frantic.  Happy  are  they 
who  hear  the  warning  voice  of  peace  and  repofe !  They  behold  ever 
youthful  Joy  efcaping  from  clamour  and  tears,  and  flying  to  the  arms 
of  Wifdom  ;  as  to  a  tender  mother,  whofe  charms  are  concealed  from 
the  prophane.  They  Ibun  the  din  and  tumult  of  the  Vv^orld  •  but 
they  welcome  their  fympathetic  friends,  and  lead  them  to  their  bowers 
cf  delight. 


LET- 
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LETTER    LXIX. 

Naples,  totli  March  1792, 

Although  on  our  voyage  we  had  feveral  times  pafled 
Tcry  near  to  the  promontory  of  Mifenum,  yet  we  had  left  it  without 
paying  it  a  vifit  ;  becaufe  we  intended  to  dedicate  a  day  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  having  promifed  ourfelves  very  delightful  views  from  its  charm- 
ing fituation.  Accordingly,  we  yefterday  took  boat,  to  fulfill  our  in- 
tentions. 

The  waves  ran  high,  the  wind  was  againft  us,  and  our  boatmen 
coafted  along  the  Pofilipo  :  the  high  and  projeding  cape  of  which 
divides  the  bay  of  Naples,  that  extends  from  the  promontory  of  Mafla, 
formerly  the  promontory  of  Minerva,  to  that  of  Mifenum. 

The  appearance  of  the  Pofilipo  is  various  and  delightful ;  and  we  con- 
tinued our  route  through  the  fmall  ftrait,  by  which  it  is  feparated  from 
the  ifland  of  Nifida.  We  then  fleered  along  the  winding  coatl  of  Poz* 
zuoli  and  Baise,  and  navigated  the  pafllc .  cut  in  the  rock  through  the 
lefler  cape  ;  which,  with  the  long  promcntory  of  Mifenum,  had 
formed  the  haven  where,  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  a  great  part 
of  the  Roman  fleet  lay.  Probably,  Agrippa  cut  through  thefe  rocks, 
when  he  built  the  haven,  to  afford  fmall  veHels  a  quick  paffage  from 
Baix  to  Mifenum  ;  and  probably  the  pafTage  was  cut  by  the  fuccefTors 
of  Auguftus.  I  am  inclined  to  afcribe  the  work  to  Lucullus,  who  de- 
lighted in  undertakings  of  this  kind,  and  v^rho  had  a  country  houfe  in 
Baia:  as  well  as  in  Mifenum.  The  rocky  holes  here  are  called,  both 
by  the  country  people  and  the  mariners,  the  grotta  degli  fpirti :  the 
grotto  of  ghofts. 

This  haven  has  been  miftakenly  confounded,  by  fome  Italian  authors. 

Vol.  1L  F  with 


34         TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLEERG. 

with  the  Julian  haven.     They  are  near  to  each  other,  and  both  werer 
the  work  of  Auguftus  ;  or  more  properly  of  Agrippa. 

The  frequently  projecting  now  high  now  level  cape,  which,  with  its 
fmall  and  low  neck,  forms  a  part  of  the  round  and  every  where  fteep> 
hill  of  Mifenum,  runs  farther  into  the  fea  than  the  Pofilipo,  is  waihed 
by  the  roaring  and  foaming  waves,  and  feparates  the  bay  of  Naples 
from  the  bay  of  Gaeta.  The  coafts  and  iflands  feem  carved  and  in- 
terfeCied  with  fo  playful  a  hand  that  they  every  where  communicate, 
even  to  Italy  itfelf,  a  peculiar  and  enchanting  grandeur. 

Some  remains  may  ftill  be  feen  of  the  antient  town  of  IMifenum. 
The  hill  in  mod  parts  is  dug  in  hollows,  and  you  proceed  from  one 
rocky  vault  to  another.  It  is  fuppofed  that  the  Romans  had  a  water 
ciftern  here  :  perliaps  they  likewife  had  their  baths.  The  wind  being 
againft  us,  we  were  later  than  we  expected  ;  and  therefore  forbore  to 
vifit  the  cavern  by  the  light  of  torches.  This  cavern  is  fometimes. 
called  La  Grotta  Dragonara  :  at  others  Traconnaria. 

We  went  up  the  hill,  and  found  parts  of  it  planted  with  vine  bow- 
ers  and  fig  trees.  Toward  the  top,  we  met  with  many  aromatic 
plants,  growing  wild  ;  and,  oftener  than  the  reft,  the  caEius  opiintia ;  or 
the  Indian  fig  and  the  aloe.  Thefe  exotics  of  our  green  houfes  were 
here  growing  wild.  Here  too  we  faw,  on  their  tall  ftems,  the  gilded 
aloe  flowers  of  the  foregoing  fummer,  higher  than  thofe  whofe  perio- 
dical blowing  is  advertifed  in  our  newfpapers  ;  and  which  the  lovers 
of  Botany,  allured  from  all  parts,  will  make  long  journeys  to  fee.  We 
met  with  the  fame  plant  on  the  Pofilipo  ;  and  likev;ife  with  a  kind  of 
tree  which  none  of  us  knew,  the  great  beauty  and  peculiar  form  of 
which  attraded  our  attention. 

From  the  top  of  the  hill,  which  is  almoft  an  ifland,  we  overlooked 
the  cape  ;  and  beheld  Baise,  Bauli,  the  Dead  Sea,  the  lake  of  Fufaro, 
the  Monte  Nuovo,  the  hill  of  Gaurus,  Pozzuoli,  Solfatara,  the  caftle  of 
San^  Elmoy  which  lies  beyond  Naples,  the  high  monaftery  of  CamaldoU^ 

the 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBEPvG.  5. 

theifland  of  Nifida,  the  promontory  of  Pofilipo,  Mount  Vefuvius,  the 
whole  coaft  of  Sorento,  the  ifland  of  Capri,  and,  in  the  bay  of 
Gaeta,  the  iflands  of  Procida,  Ifchia,  and  Ventotlene.  Add,  to  all 
thefe,  the  charms  of  the  fea,  and  the  delights  of  a  climate  in  which,  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  the  fig  and  the  vine  are  unfolding  their  beauties. 
On  the  7th,  I  had  feen  the  tops  of  the  poplar,  befide  the  lake  of  Ag- 
nano,  covered  with  young  foliage.  The  grafs  of  the  meadows  has  long 
been  green.  The  medicago  arborea^  and  ihcfparthim^  with  its  beau- 
tiful yellow  papilionaceous  flower,  whofe  form  delights  the  fight  and  its 
odour  the  fmell,  are  in  full  bloom. 

This  hill  was  called  the  promontory  of  Mifenum  as  early  as  Livy. 
According  to  fomc,  Mifenus  was  one  of  the  companions  of  Ulyfi^es : 
according  to  Virgil,  who  has  an  antient  tradition  in  fupport  of  his 
opinion, 

^10  no?i  prajlanfior  alter 

Mre  c'lere  viros  martemqiie  accendere  canttt. 
HeBoris  hie  magn'i  fnerat  comes,  Heclora  circiim 

£lt  litiio  pugnas  inftgnis  obibat  et  hajia, 

ViRG.  jEn.vi.  16^, 

■■    '    '■■  none  fo  renownM^ 


The  warrior  trumpet  in  the  field  to  found  : 
With  breathing  brafs  to  kindle  fierce  alarms  ; 
And  roufe  to  dare  their  fate,  in  honourable  arms. 
He  ferv'd  great  He£tor ;  and  was  ever  near. 
Not  with  his  trumpet  only,  but  his  fpear. 

Dryden,  JEn.  V.  243. 

While  ^neas  was  vifiting  the  Sibyl  of  Cum^,  Mifenus  was  mifling. 

"Sed  turn  forte  cava  dumperfonat  aqtiora  cotichay 
Demens  et  cantu  vocat  in  certamina  Divos  ; 

*  The  c'jtifus  of  Virgil.  It  is  likewife  called  cytifus  marantha ;  and  muft  not  be  con- 
founded with  our  cytifus  lahernum  of  the  gardens,  which  alfo  grows  wild  in  the  fouth  of 
Italy.  The  medicago  has  a  refemblance  to  our  garden  fhrub  colutea.  I  faw  fingle  flow- 
ers the  whole  winter  through,  in  the  country  round  Rome.  The  leaves  of  this  plant 
were  held  by  the  untients  to  be  the  belt  of  fodder,     bee-  Vofs's  Virgil,  Geo.  ii.  43 1.      "^ 

F  z  Mmulus 
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JEmulus  excephim  Triton,  ft  credere  dignum  <?/?, 

Inter jaxa  viriim  fpumofa  immerjerat  imda. 

ViRG.  -^n.  vi.  171. 

Swoln  with  applaufe,  and  aiming  ftill  at  more. 
He  now  provokes  the  fea-gods  from  the  fhore  ; 

With  envy  Triton  heard  the  martial  found, 

And  the  bold  champion  for  his  challenge  drownM, 

Then  cad  his  mangled  carcafe  on  the  ftrand. 

Dryden,  v.  251. 

The  Sibyl  announced  to  Jineas  the  death  of  one  of  his  companions ; 
and,  while  he  and  the  faithful  Achates^  who  had  accompanied  him  on 
his  vifit  to  the  prophetefs,  were  bewailing  the  lofs  of  a  comrade,  and 
wondering  who  it  could  be  that  the  Sibyl  meant,  they  difcovered  Mi- 

fenus. 

He  was  folemnly  buried  by  ^neas  under  this   mountain,  as  the 

poet  thus  relates  : 

Jt  plus  JEmas  ingenti  mole  fepidchriirn 

Imponit\  fuaque  arma  viro.,  remumqiie,  tuhamquey 

Monte  fub  derio,  qui  nunc  M'lfenus  ah  illo 

Diciturf.aternumque  tenet  perfacula  nomen. 

ViRG.  I^i\.  vi.  232, 

But  good  u^^ne^s  order^l  on  the  fliore  T 

A  Itately  tomb  ;  whofe  top  a  trumpet  bore  :        > 

A  foldier's  fauchion,  and  a  feaman's  oar.  3 

Thus  was  his  friend  interred  .  and  deathlefs  fame 

Still  to  tlie  lofty  cape  configns  his  name. 

Dryden,  V.  331. 

And  ftill  it  continues  to  be  called  II  Capo  Mife?io  :  or  Monte  Mlfem. 
We  negleded  to  vifit  the  frefh  fpring,  which  rifes  before  the  hill  out 
of  the  fea. 

We  failed  back  with  a  pleafant  wind,  and  merrily  compared  the 
black  woollen  fail  of  our  boat  to  the  black  fail  with  which  Thefeus, 
forgetting  the  promife  he  had  made  to  his  father,  failed  back  from^ 
Crete  to  Athens,  after  he  had  flain  the  Minotaur, 

One 
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One  of  our  boatmen,  who  no  doubt  had  drunk  too  much  at  Mifeno, 
fuddenly  let  a  rope  go,  belonging  to  the  fail,  which  he  held  in  his  hand  ; 
and  the  motion  of  the  boat,  from  the  high  wave,  was  fo  quick  that  we 
fhipped  a  quantity  of  water :  in  fo  much  that,  had  it  but  dipped  an 
inch  deeper,  it  feemed  as  if  we  Ihould  all  have  perifhed. 


LETTER     LXX. 

Naples^  15th  March  1702. 

X  RIBUNES  of  the  people  and  Quirites,  this  is  the  anni- 
"  verfary  of  the  day  on  which,  in  the  open  field,  I  fortunately  fought  in 
"  Africa,  againft  Hannibal  and  the  Carthaginians.  It  is  but  juft  that  dif- 
"  putesand  calumny  ihould  ceafe,  on  fuch  a  day.  I  fhall  therefore  go  from 
*'  this  to  the  Capitol,  there  to  worjQiIp  the  great  Jupiter,  Juno,  Minerva, 
"  and  the  other  gods  ;  and  pay  them  my  thanks,  for  that  they,  on  this 
"  day,  and  on  other  fimijaroccafions,  have  given  me  the  power  and 
"  the  uiiderftanding  to  guard  the  fafety  of  the  republic.  Quirites,  who- 
"  ever  among  you  (hall  think  proper,  follow  me  ;  and  entreat  the  gods 
"  to  give  you  leaders  like  me,  who,  from  my  feventecnth  year  to  the 
"  prefent  hour,  if  my  deeds  have  been  rewarded  by  the  honours  you 
"  have  conferred,  have  made  my  deeds  more  than  deferve  thofe  ho- 
"  nours  and  thofe  rewards." 

Thus  fpoke  Publius  Scipio  Africanus  :  difdaining  to  anfwer  the  vile 
llanders,  brought  againft  him  by  mean  demagogues.  He  rofe  from 
the  tribune,  and  afcended  the  Capitol;  and  the  whole  affembly  followed. 
The  tribunes  were  deferted  by  their  very  clerks,  and  public  fervants  ; 
and  remained  behind,  with  flaves,  and  malcontents,  and  the  public 
accufer.     Scipio  proceeded,  attended  by  the  people,   net  only  to  the 

6  Capitol 
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Capitol  but  through   the   city  ;  vlfiting  all   the  temples   of  the  gods. 
There  was  more  folemalty  ia  the  protection  afforded  him  by  his  fellow 
citizens  on  this  day,  and  in  that  grandeur  of  character  by  which  it  had 
been  deferved,  than  on  that  in  which,  after  his  vidories  over  the  Car-. 
thaginians  and  Syphax,  he  entered  Rome  in  triumph. 

The  tribunes  appointed  a  new  day  to  hear  the  accufers  of  the  hero, 
who  was  fully  determined  not  to  appear  a  fecond  time.  They  exped:- 
cd  much  from  the  confideration  in  which  their  fellow  tribune,  Tibe- 
rius Sempronius  Gracchus,  was  held :  he  who  was  the  father  of  the 
Gracchi,  who  were  both  but  too  famous  for  the  repofe  of  Rome.  But 
Sempronius,  though  the  enemy  of  Scipio,  honouring  his  great  qualities, 
heroically  became  his  admarer. 

^'  I  will  not,"  faid  he,  *'  fuffer  Publius  Scipio  to  be  accufed  before 
*'  he  returns  to  Rome :  and  even  then,  fliould  he  demand  it,  I  will 
"  be  his  defender.  Scipio  has  attained  fo  high  a  degree  of  glory, 
'*  by  the  deeds  he  has  achieved  and  the  dignities  he  has  acquired, 
*'  favoured  as  he  is  by  Gods  and  men,  that  greater  difgrace  would  alight 
"  upon  the  Roman  people  than  upon  Scipio,  were  he  to  ftand  in  the 
"  F-orum  as  a  man  accufed,  liftening  to  the  infults  and  calumnies  of 
"  boys  *."  After  this  honourable  incident,  Scipio  continued  to  live  at 
Liternum. 

We  yefterday  vifited  this  place,  which  is  denoted  by  a  large  ftone 
tower,  called  Torre  d'l  Patria,  The  word  Pairia^  it  fhculd  feem,  was 
found  written  on  this  tower,  as  the  remainder  of  an  antient  infcription  : 
Jngrata  patria^  tie  quidem  ojfa  mea  babes: — Ungrateful  country,  thou 
fhalt  not  have  my  bones !  No  trace  of  this  infcription  is  now  to  be 
found.  If  it  ever  really  were  there,  it  muft,  like  the  tower,  have  been 
of  later  ages  ;  and  this  building  cannot  have  been  more  early  than  the 
Saracens.  I  connder  it  as  of  much  later  date :  for  it  is  known  that  the 
Emperor,  Charles  the  Fifth,  caufed  thofe  towers  to  be  built,  which  are 

*  Liv.  lib.  xxxvUi.  cap.  51,  52,  53. 

frequently 
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frequently  {qqu.  along  the  fea  coaft,  as  watch  towers,  to  guard  againft 
the  corfalrs. 

It  was  even  contefted,  in  the  time  of  Livy,  whether  Sclpio  died  at 
and  was  buried  in  Rome,  or  Liternum  :  but,  as  hiftory  makes  no  men- 
tion of  his  return,  and  as  the  veil  of  filence  is  caft  over  the  laft  years  of 
this  great  man,  except  that  it  was  faid  he  gave  orders  when  dying  to 
be  buried  at  his  country  feat,  and  to  have  a  tomb  ereded  there,  becaufe 
he  would  not  be  interred  in  his  ungrateful  country,  it  appears  probable 
that  he  actually  was  buried  at  Liternum  *. 

The  grave  of  Scipio  was  difcovered  fome  years  ago,  but  not  his 
afhes ;  and  there  was  a  fable  in  the  time  of  Pliny  f  that  a  dragon 
guarded  his  manes,  in  a  cavern  at  Liternum.  The  tradition,  which 
has  defcended  from  age  to  age,  that  this  was  his  burial  place,  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  fabulous.  Be  that  as  it  will,  if  this  were  the  place 
which  Scipio  chofe  for  his  refidence,  it  would  be  more  interefting  to 
me  than  if  it  were  the  place  of  his  interment. 

The  place  is  now  called  Patria ;  and  the  lake,  which  was  antiently 
the  marfh  of  Liternum,  Lago  di  Patria,  The  lake  is  fmall  at  its  en- 
trance ;  and  there  is  a  ferry  that  muft  be  paiTed  to  go  to  the  tower, 
which  Hands  on  a  fandy  fhore  that  is  overgrown  with  low  laurel  bulhes, 
myrtles,  rofemary,  the  maftic,  the  juniper  tree,  and  an  uncommon  fpe- 
cies  of  honeyfuckle.  On  each  fide  of  the  lake,  remains  may  be  feen 
of  antient  Liternum  ;  and,  on  the  fide  next  Naples,  the  land  is  very- 
fruitful.     Excellent  water  melons  are  produced  here,  in  fammer  ;  and 

■*  Silentium  dclnde  de  Africano  fu'it.  Vitam  Ltterm  eg'it  ftne  deftderio  tirh'is.  Morieniem 
riire  eo  ipfo  loco  fepd'tri  fe  jiijfijje  feriint^  tnonumentiimque  ibi  a:dificariy  ne  ftinus  Jtbi  in  higraia 
patria  Jieret. 

There  was  no  more  mention  mnde  of  Scipio  Africanus.  He  lived  at  Liternum, 
without  vifiting  Rome ;  and  it  was  faid  that,  dying  at  hfs  country  feat,  it  was  his  com- 
mand that  he  fhould  be  buried  at  this  place ;  and  that  a  monument  fnould  be  erecled 
there,  that  his  body  might  no  more  be  brought  to  his  ungrateful  country.  Liv. 
lib.  xxxvlii.  cap.  53. 

f  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  xvi,  cap.  44,         • 

we 
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we  found  the  tacef^  the  ranunculus^  and  a  late,  but  very  high  coloured 
and  ftrong  fcented,  kind  of  violet.  The  fweet  pea  is  now  in  bloom. 
The  water  of  the  lake  is  troubled,  and  has  a  brackifh  tafte  :  but  there  is 
a  clear  and  frefh  fpring,  that  bubbles  up  under  a  wild  fig  tree,  out  of 
the  bed  of  the  lake 

On  this  fide  of  the  lake,  we  likewife  find  fome  antient  tombs  ;  out  of 
one  of  which  a  pillar  of  white  marble  has  lately  been  dug,  and  fent  to 
Averfa.  One  of  them  had  an  arched  entrance  ;  and  this  may  probably 
be  the  fepulchre  of  the  great  Scipio  :  the  cavern  in  which  the  fabulous 
dragon  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  feen,  ftationed   there  to  watch  his 

manes. 

Patria  is  a  long  German  mile  beyond  Cumcc.  The  road  from 
thence  leads  through  Pozzuoli ;  and  through  the  antient  gate  of  Cumce, 
which  is  called  Arco  Felice.  From  Patria  there  is  a  view  over  the  whole 
bay  of  Gaeta ;  and  the  neighbouring  ifland  of  Ifchia  heightens  the 
uncommon  charms  of  the  profped:. 

To  the  north  there  is  a  foreft  ;  which  was  notorious,  in  the  time  of 
the  antientSjbecaufe  of  the  robbers  by  which  it  was  infefted.  The  chiefs 
of  thefe  robbers  frequently  pafTed  this  way,  that  they  might  look  at  the 

great  Scipio  ''^ 

The  air  of  Patria  in  fummer  is  very  noxious ;  and  mod  of  the 
country  people  live  at  a  diftance  from  thefe  fields.  The  country  houfe 
of  Scipio,  if  immediately  on  the  fea  fhore,  might  be  lefs  expofed  to  the 
bad  qualities  of  the  air  :  or  it  might  have  become  injurious  in  later 
times  when  the  overflowing  of  the  Clanhis^  or  Lagno^  had  mingled 
its  waters  with  the  fea.  However,  we  find  that,  at  leaft  in  Virgil's 
time,  the  river  often  overflowed  its  banks. 

— Vacii'is  Clanuis  non  leqtius  Acerrls  ■\. 

ViPvG.  Geor.  ii.  225. 

»  Val.  Max.  ii.  Nr.  2. 

I  The  lake  was  called  ClanhiSf  and  Clams, 

And 
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And  fuch  a  country  could  Acerra  boafl:, 
Till  Clamus  overflow'd  th'  uulaappy  coaft. 

Dryden,  307. 

Various  antient  tombs  are  feeii  between  Patria  and  Cumse.  We 
moftly  pafled  through  very  fertile  fields  of  wheat,  or  of  the  fweet  pea. 
High  elms  were  planted  in  rows  over  all  of  them  ;  and  thefe  trees  were 
the  fupport  of  the  vine.  The  vineyards  impart  the  greateft  charm  to 
the  country  of  which  a  country  can  be  capable.  Among  them  we 
likewife  faw  fig  trees,  that  are  now  in  leaf;  and  the  peach  and  apricot 
in  bloom.  High  ladders  were  reared  againft  the  elms,  and  the  people 
were  employed  in  trimming  the  vine. 

The  cattle  of  this  country  are  of  a  light  grey  colour ;  as  in  the  States 
of  the  Church,  and  in  Tufcany :  but  they  are  diftinguilTied  from  the 
cattle  of  thefe  countries  by  their  long  legs.  Neither  have  the  oxen 
fuch  prodigious  horns  as  in  the  Campagna  dt  Roma.  The  goats  and 
iheep  are  handfome ;  and  I  have  fince  feen  other  fheep  ftill  more  hand- 
fome,  in  Lombardy  and  Modena. 

When  I  fee  the  goats  browfing  among  the  leafy  rocks,  how  fre- 
quently do  I  remember  the  beautiful  complaint  of  the  countryman  of 
Virgil,  who  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  houfe  and  field  to  a  foldier  ! 

Ite  meaf  feVix  quondam  pecus  !  ite  capella  ! 
Non  ego  vos  pojlhacy  viridi  projeSlus  in  antra, 
Dumofa  pendere  procul  de  riipe  videbo  ! 

ViRG.  EcI.  i.  75. 

Farewell,  my  paflures,  my  paternal  flock  : 
My  fruitful  fields,  and  my  more  fruitful  flock  ! 
No  more,  my  goats,  fhall  I  behold  you  climb 
The  fleepy  cliffs,  or  crop  the  fiow'ry  thyme  ! 

Drydenj  102. 


Vol.  IL  O  LET- 
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Naples,  i8th  March  1792. 

O  coimtiy  can  well  be  richer  than  this,  in  antiquities  of 
different  kinds.  We  every  where  difcover  remains  of  the  Greeks, 
which  were  even  honoured  and  admired  by  their  conquerors,  thofe 
ravagers  of  mankind,  the  Romans.  A  knowledge  of  Grecian  hiftory 
will  often  point  out  traces  of  times  in  which  Rome,  that  gulph  of  na- 
tions, was  unknown  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fouth  of  Italy :  confe- 
quently  to  the  Greeks — of  times  in  which  Rome,  if  we  date  its  foun- 
dation  from  the  era  of  Romulus,  was  not  in  exiftence. 

Legends  more  early  have  been  adopted  by  poets,  and  received  the 
embellifhments  of  poetry.  Here  the  grand  annals  of  nature  are  always 
open,  but  feldom  read  ;  and  more  feldom  underftood,  by  the  friend  of 
natural  hiftory.  Subterranean  fires,  at  different  periods,  have  fhaken 
this  wonderful  theatre,  which  has  been  fubje<5t  to  fo  many  changes* 
The  lofty  cape  of  Pofdipo,  projeding  far  into  the  fea,  confifts  of  vol- 
canic matter.  Here  we  find  mountains  that  have  funk;  and  there 
mountains  that  have  arifen.  Herculaneum,  one  of  the  moft  antient 
Greek  towns  of  Italy,  was  firft  difcovered  in  the  prefent  century.  Por- 
tici  and  Refma  ftand  built  over  the  roofs  of  its  houfes ;  which  lay  ob- 
fcured,  ingulphed,  and  undifcovered,  more  than  feventeen  centu- 
ries :  and  each  of  thefe  places  is  daily  in  danger  of  being  fliaken  and 
ingulphed  like  Herculaneum.  Children  of  a  future  generation  perhaps 
will  rife  up,  and  build  over  their  ruins,  and  afcend  to  the  third  ftory, 
over  thofe  who  now  live  in  the  fecond  :  like  as  Herculaneum,  the 
ground  floor,  was  inhabited  till  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  Titus. 

In  the  fame  year,  the  79th  after  the  birth  of  Chrift,  the  antient  town 

of  Pompeii  was  in  like  manner  deftroyed*     Pompeii  was  not  fituated 

X  immediately 
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immediately  where  the  dlfcharge  from  Mount  Vefuvlus  was  the  great- 
eft  ;  fo  that  it  was  overwhelmed  with  an  equally  deftrudive,  but  not 
an  equally  high,  hill  of  aflies :  though  high  enough  to  fill  up,  and 
cover,  the  ftreets  and  houfes ;  and  to  fufFer  the  town  to  remain  feven- 
teen  hundred  years  unnoticed  beneath  the  heap. 

The  founding  of  Pompeii,  like  that  of  Herculaneum,  was  afcrlbed  to 
Hercules.  It  feems  to  have  received  its  name  from  his  triumphant 
return  with  the  cattle,  which  he  brought  out  of  Spain  to  Greece :  aVo 
'TTOfjiTT-Ai  Toiv  l2oMv.  That  accouut  however  is  the  moft  probable,  whicli 
tells  us  that  Pompeii,  as  well  as  Herculaneum,  was  firft  inhabited 
by  the  O/ci^  then  by  the  I'yrrhenl  and  Pelafgi^  and  afterward  by  the 
Samtiiies ;  who,  like  other  conquerors,  probably  Vv^ere  expelled  by  the 
inhabitants  of  one  of  the  neighbouring  Greek  towns  *. 

Like  as  this  town  had  been  fubject  to  political  revolutions,  fo  did  it 
afford  manifeft  tokens  of  the  revolutions  of  nature  previous  to  that 
deftruclive  eruption  of  the  year  79,  which  concealed  it  from  the  fight 
of  man.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  antients  did  not  underftand 
thofe  tokens,  which  are  fo  indubitable.  The  houfes  were  for  the  mofl 
part  built  on  a  hill ;  which  hill  confifts  of  volcanic  matter ;  and  the 
ftreets,  like  the  Appian  way,  were  paved  with  lava. 

The  fituation  of  Pompeii  is  pleafant.  It  lies  a  full  quarter  of  a  league 
from  the  fea,  and  half  a  league  from  Cqflell  a  Mare :  the  antient  Stabi^y 
which  was  built  under  the  hills  at  the  fouth  angle  of  the  bay  of 
Naples. 

The  fertility  of  the  land,  aided  by  the  mildnefs  of  the  climate,  affords 
the  produdlions  of  earth  in  fuperior  beauty  and  rich  profufion.  I  yef- 
terday  faw  rofe  buds,  beginning  to  bloffom,  in  the  court  of  an  antient 
villa  near  Pompeii ;  and,  in  the  garden  of  the  villa,  the  double  gilly- 
flower and  the  variegated  pea,  lathyrus^  are  in  bloom.  Here  and 
there,  I  faw  fields  of  wheat,  beginning  to  ear;  and  moft  of  the  trees, 
which  fhed  their  leaves  in  autumn,  have  not  yet  fhed  them  here.  After 

*  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant. 

G  2  •  the 
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the  manner  of  the  country,  the  fields  are  planted  with  trees  and  vines 
in  regular  rows. 

We  met  with  a  broad  bed  of  lava,  between  Portici  and  Pompeii ; 
which,  in  the  year  1767,  fuddenly  gufhed  from  two  hills,  (landing  at 
the  foot  of  Mount  Vefuvius,  and  ran  into  the  fea.  Similar  eruptions 
may  have  contributed  to  give  new  limits  to  the  fea.  In  fad:,  it  appears 
that  Pompeii  once  lay  immediately  on  the  fea  fliore.  Livy  relates  that, 
in  the  year  440  after  the  building  of  Rome,  and  330  before  the  birth 
of  Chrift,  a  Romiih  fquadron  landed  at  Pompeii.  1  grant  that  we  can: 
form  no  eflimate  of  the  antient  extent  of  this  town,  while  only  fo  fmall 
a  part  of  it  ihall  be  uncovered:  but,  as  we  do  not  find  in  antient  authors 
Pompeii  defcribed  as  a  very  great  place,  I  therefore  conjecture  that  the 
preffing  forward  of  the  lava,  and  the  farther  embanking  of  the  alhes, 
may  have  contradled  the  boundaries  of  the  water. 

All  Pofilipo  took  birth,  in  early  ages,  from  the  eruptions  of  this  fiery 
mountain  ;  although  there  is  no  hiftory  of  the  country  that  mentions 
any  fuch  event  :  but  its  whole  fubflance  is  volcanic  matter. 

This  volcanic  matter  is  of  very  different  kinds  ;  which  muft  be  mofl 
accurately  examined,  before  any  true  judgment  can  be  formed,  from  ve- 
getation and  its  progrefs,  of  the  time  when  the  entrai's  of  the  mountain 
were  here  difgorged.  Pure  lava  remains  fo  very  long  unfruitful  that 
hundreds,  or  probably  thoufands  of  years  may  have  palfed  away ;  but 
the  drofs  may  much  fooner  moulder  to  earth,  or  be  mixed  with  the  foil. 
"Whoever  would  eflimate  the  different  relations,  between  the  lava  and 
the/coriay  muft  take  into  the  account  the  different  fubflances  of  different 
lavas  ;  and  likewife  the  differenty2-or/^,  drofs,  and  afhes.  A  novice  my- 
felf  in  natural  hiflory,  I  know  not  whether  the  fcience  of  the  greateft 
adepts  will  be  fufficient  to  folve  fo  perplexed  a  problem.  Of  the  reality 
of  the  many  kinds  of  lava,  mndjcoria,  my  own  eyes  have  convinced  me. 

The  eruption  of  the  year  1 767  appears  to  have  emitted  much  more 
fcoria  than  lava ;  and  more  afhes  X.h.2LTifcoria,     The  broad  bed,  which 
it  produced,  aheady  begins  here  and  there  to  be  fcattered  with  vegeta- 
tion* 
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tion.  It  IS  knowPx  how  much  the  growth  and  decay  of  grafs  con- 
tributes to  the  growth  of  greater  plants.  Tiie  tender  ramifications  of 
the  roots  bind  together  the  materials  round  which  they  entwine;  and 
the  putrefcence  of  little  plants  promotes  the  vegetation  of  greater. 

We  alighted  from  our  carriage  at  that  part  of  the  town  which  was 
firfl:  difcovered ;  and  here  we  faw  a  large  fquare  place,  the  interior  of 
which  Qontained  pillars  of  mafTy  grandeur,  and  the  outer  part  confided 
of  buildings.  A  deep  tiled  gutter  defcended  from  the  flat  roofs  of  the 
houfes^  which  were  higher  than  the  pillars,  and  contributed  to  form  a 
covered  way:  but  thefe  pent-houfes,  as  well  as  the  roofs  themfelves, 
are  overloaded  with  the  afhes  of  Vefuvius.  The  guttered  pent-houfe& 
that  have  been  difcovered  are  large,  ftrong,  and  handfomely  conftrud:- 
ed.  The  pillars  are  of  flate-ftone  ;  the  decorations  are  of  the  Doric 
order,  and  covered  below  with  a  deep  red,  and  above  with  a  white 
plaifter.  This  plaifter,  both  in  colour  and  poliih,  is  aflonilhingly  well 
preferved  :  but  it  increafes  that  impreffion  of  infignificance  which  thefe 
pillars  produce ;  aad  which,  beyond  doubt,  w^ere  the  work  of  the 
Romans. 

This  place,  and  the  houfes  that  enclofe  it,  are  generally  fuppofed  to 
have  been  the  quarters  of  the  Roman  foldiers.  Others  maintain  that 
the  place  was  the  Forum ;  and  that  the  furrounding  places  were  built 
for  (hops. 

Near  this  place  are  the  ruins  of  a  large  theatre  -,  which  is  likewlfe 
fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  been  intended  for  the  Roman  foldiers.  Aa 
amphitheatre  would  have  rendered  this  opinion  more  probable  :  though 
the  amphitheatres,  which  were  built  by  the  Romans  in  the  provinces, 
were  not  folely  deftined  to  the  recreation  of  the  foldiers. 

There  is  a  Roman  infcription  on  a  projeding  wall  conneded  with 
the  theatre  ;  which  wall  was  likewife  part  of  a  theatre  of  another  kind, 
that  is  concealed  under  the  hill  of  the  prefent  unremoved  rubbifh.  It 
was  called  an  Odeum,  I  know  not  v/hether  any  antiquarian  have  accu- 
rately defined  the  idea  that  the  antients  annexed  to  the  word  Odeum^ 

which. 
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which  is  evidently  derived  from  the  Greek  word  cohi :  an  ode,  bal- 
lad, or  fong.  The  Odea  were  no  doubt  appropriated  to  mufic :  but 
who  can  fay  that  this  Tbeatnm  tedium^  or  roofed  theatre,  was  an 
Odeum f  It  is  probable;  but  it  is  not  proved:  and  only  probable 
becaufe  the  dramatic  reprefentations  of  the  antients  were  exhibited  ia 

open  theatres. 

The  Roman  magiftrates,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  this  people, 
bargained  with  a  contradlor,  a  clafs  of  men  whom  they  called  redetnp-^ 
tores ^  for  the  building  of  this  theatre  :  as  the  infcription  teftifies. 

C.  QVINCTIVS.  C.  F.  VALG, 

M.  FORCIVS.  M.  F. 

DVO.  VIR.  DEC.  DECK. 

THEATRVM.  TECTVM. 

FAC.  LOG.  EIDEMQ,  PROB. 

/  Cqjus  ^ihicl'ius^  Cajifilhts  ValgiuSy  Marcus  Porcius,  MarciJlHuSy  Duovlri  decurlones  ('or 
deciirioiium )  decreverunt  Theatnm  teaum,fticere  locdninty  eidemqiie  probdruiit. 

There  ftill  are  confiderable  remains  of  a  temple  of  Ifis.    It  is  known 
that  the  Egyptian  idolatries,  and  particularly  the  myfteries  of  Ifis,  were 
frequently  mingled  with  thofe  of  the  Romans,  frequently  perfecuted,  and 
frequently  endured.      Wine   coagulated,   bread,    and  prepared  flefh,  . 
were  found  in  a  fuppofed  chamber  of  the  priefts. 

Beyond  all  other  buildings,  for  its  high  antiquity,  which  have  been 
difcovered  under  the  rubbilh  of  Pompeii,  are  the  ruins  of  a  temple :  the 
large  Doric  pillars  of  which,  and  their  chapiters,  denote  the  very  early 
time  of  Greek  art ;  when,  in  half  rude  fimplicity  and  yet  unformed, 
it  was  full  of  grandeur  and  ftrength ;  and,  in  the  true  Doric  fpirit, 
difdained  all  ornament,  as  ofFenfive.  This  fame  fpirit  breathes  in  the 
Doric  dialed  of  Pindar  and  Theocritus ;  and,  if  VN^e  may  believe  the 
teftimony  of  the  antients,  it  likewife  breathed  in  the  Doric  mufic. 

This  part  of  the  town  was  terraced  on  unequal  ground  ;  for  which 
reafon,  in  fome  houfes,  you  go  from  the  ground  floor  on  one  fide, 
'Without  defcending  a  flair  cafe,  into  the  third  ftory  of  the  oppofite  fide. 

The 
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The  hill,  againfi:  which  the  buildings  of  the  town  leaned,  is  of  vol- 
canic matter,  and  contains  fcoria ;  among  which  fmall  ftones,  of  the 
fize  of  a  pea,  are  found,  but  which  are  not  all  fmooth  and  fpherical, 
fome  of  them  feeming  to  have  been  cut,  by  art,  into  four-and-twenty 
equal  faces.  Time,  and  the  matter  of  which  they  are  compofed,  have 
produced  this  cryftallization.  I  own  I  fufpedled  this  to  be  a  deception  ;. 
till,  by  fearching  among  the  drofs,  which  lies  on  the  little  hill,  I  dif- 
covered  fmiilar  ftones. 

All  the  houfes  have  a  fmall  court,  round  which  the  chambers  are 
built ;  and  all  thefe  chambers  are  fmall,  and  low.  Some  muft  have 
been  rather  dark ;  others  have  many  windows.  We  found  na 
chimney  place  in  any  one  of  them  :  the  fmoke  of  the  kitchen  afcended 
through  a  fmall  aperture,  and  the  kitchens  were  narrow  and  dark.  The 
vapour  bath  was  generally  next  to  the  kitchen.  The  rooms  for  the 
ilaves  were  below,  near  the  kitchen,  fmall,  and  dark ;  as  might  well 
have  been  fuppofed,  from  the  fevere  manner  in  which  the  flaves  were 
treated.  The  doors  likewife,  in  the  upper  apartments,  were  generally 
fo  low  that  you  muft  bend  to  pafs  under  them. 

The  inhabitants  here  muft  have  had  time  to  fave  themfelves  and  their 
furniture,  though  not  in  Herculaneum ;  becaufe  this  town  was  over- 
whelmed by  the  deftrudion  of  the  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which  it 
ftood,  before  it  was  buried  under  the  lava.  The  few  bones  and  fkulls,, 
that  have  been  found  in  Pompeii,  may  be  thofe  of  perfons  who  were 
too  reluctant  in  their  flight :  the  bodies  of  prifoners,  chained  to 
one  another,  have  likewife  been  difcovered.  Time  has  thickened 
the  afties,  and  condenfed  them  to  a  folid  body ;  and  in  fome  of  thefe 
confolidated  afties  we  were  fhewn  deep  footfteps. 

The  chamber,  intended  for  the  cold  bath,  had  four  niches :  the  roof 
was  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  and  had  an  opening  in  the  centre  ;  which, 
probably  was  intended,  as  ftill  maybe  feen  in  baths  for  the  Tick,  to  fcat- 
ter  water  in  ftreams  over  difeafed  limbs. 
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In  another  bath,  a  great  number  of  little  pitchers  of  falve  v/ere 
found,  hanging  to  nails. 

In  a  vapour  bath,  we  faw  an  ornamental  half-round  niche,  vaulted 
in  the  form  of  an  open  fhell.  Sufficient  room  was  left,  between  the 
niche  and  the  wail,  to  fufFer  the  warm  furrounding  air  to  come  to  the 
back  of  the  niche,  and  perform  its  office. 

We  went  from  this  part  of  the  town  to  another,  which  was  at  feme 
diftance  ;  paffing  among  vineyards  and  over  ftreets,  the  rubbilli  of 
which  had  not  yet  been  cleared  away.  The  King  only  fuffers  that 
part  of  the  ground  that  belongs  to  him  to  be  cleared.  The  expence 
of  purchafmg  the  lands,  under  which  the  antient  town  is  buried,  and 
of  the  fields,  upon  which  the  rubbifh  that  is  carried  away  muft  be 
heaped,  deterred  him  from  purfuing  the  undertaking  with  greater  ar- 
dour becaufe  of  the  extravagant  demands  of  their  owners.  Seventy^ 
five  labourers  are  daily  employed  by  him  at  this  work. 

We  came  to  two  ftreets  the  houfes  of  which,  the  roofs  excepted, 
were  for  the  greateft  part  preferved.  The  ftreets  were  only  fix  paces 
wide  ;  and,  in  the  hard  pavement  of  lava,  you  perceive  the  deep  ruts 
of  wheels.  A  large  houfe,  that  was  open  in  the  front,  and  before 
the  centre  of  which  there  was  a  high  pedeftal,  where  probably  the  fta- 
tue  of  an  Emperor  ftood,  was,  as  it  is  conjedured,  a  cuftom  houfe. 
Another  houfe  appears  as  if  it  had  been  a  foap  manufadory.  This 
conjedure  is  made  from  the  large  deep  kind  of  vats,  which  were  cut 
in  ftone  ;  and  from  the  chalk,  which  we  faw  lying  in  heaps. 

The  floors  of  feveral  houfes  were  inlaid  with  Mofaic  work  :  the 
walls  were  painted,  and  generally  with  vivid  colours  ;  with  high  red, 
feldom  with  green,  frequently  with  a  dark  yellow,  but  moft  often  with 
a  kind  of  blue  that  refembles  the  Pruflian  blue. 

On  thefe  floors  fmall  paintings  are  feen  ;  which,  as  foon  as  they  are 
fprinkled  with  water,  recover  their  original  vivacity,  as  if  juft  traced 
by  the  pencil :  but  this  continues  only  a  few  minutes.     Without  the 

aid 
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aid  of  water,  they  are  of  a  dead  colour.  Some  of  the  landfcapes  are 
excellently  touched ;  and  garlands  of  flowers  ferpenthie  with  a  free 
and  tender  air.  Architedlural  {ketches  demonilrate  that  the  rules  of 
perfpeftive  were  not  fo  entirely  unknown,  to  the  antients,  as  is  generally 
believed.  Figures  of  men  and  cattle  are,  in  part,  very  beautiful  ;  and 
others,  fufpended  in  the  air,  are  lovely  and  full  of  grace. 

Thofe,  who  fliould  judge  of  the  ftate  of  the  arts,  among  the  antients, 
from  the  pictures  found  on  thefe  walls,  would  draw  very  wrong  con- 
clufions.  How  falfe  would  that  eftimate  be,  of  the  modern  art  of 
painting,  which  fhould  be  made  from  the  pidures  found  in  the  houfes 
of  a  country  town  !  What  would  follow,  were  fuch  an  eftimate  to  be 
formed  from  the  paintings  in  frefco  ;  which  we  meet  with  in  the 
houfes,  chapels,  and  churches  of  all  the  towns  of  Italy  ;  inftead  of  ex- 
amining the  dignity  and  worth  of  the  immortal  mafters,  whofe  works 
are  in  Genoa,  Parma,  Bologna,  Florence,  and  Rome  ? 

The  works  of  Zeuxis,  Apelles,  and  Protogenes,  are  entirely  loft. 
Thefe  and  others  would  be  no  lefs  ineftimable  than  the  works  of  the 
great  fculptors,  Phidias,  Praxiteles,  and  Lyfippus  :  though  it  is  pro- 
bable that  no  work  of  theirs  is  now  to  be  found.  The  labours  of 
fculptors  of  an  inferior  order,  among  the  antients,  have  never  yet  been 
■equalled  by  our  moft  famous  artifts. 

The  truth  is  that  the  honour  of  the  modern  chiftel  has  never 
equalled  the  fame  of  the  modern  pencil ;  but  has  remained  at  a  mor- 
tifying diftance. 

Thefe  trifling  pidures  however  are  fome  proof,  in  favour  of  the  art 
of  painting  among  the  antients.  It  is  not  unjuft  to  judge  of  great 
things  by  fmall.  If  the  works  of  the  daubers  of  a  country  town, 
which  had  long  been  rather  Roman  than  Grecian,  could  attain  fo  much 
exprefl[ion,  and  fo  many  graces,  what  was  the  exalted  degree  of  beauty, 
which  had  been  attained  by  the  early  mafters  of  a  favourite  art  ;  whofe 
works  were  the  admiration  of  Corinth,  Sicyon,  Athens,  Tarentum,  Sy- 
racufe,  and  Agrigentum ! 

Vol.  II,  H  That 
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That  thefe  paintings  were  really  of  the  Roman  times  the  frequent 
reprefentations  of  gladiators  fufficiently  prove.  Who  is  ignorant  that 
the  iron  genius  of  Rome  rather  terrified  than  invited  the  tender  Mufes, 
and  their  favourite  produdions  ?  Thus  fled  the  aflfrighted  Galatea, 
from  the  rude  carefTes  of  the  favage  Polyphemus. 

People  here  aflert  that  an  amphitheatre  was  difcoverd  at  this  place 
in  the  laft  King's  reign,  and  again  covered  up  ;  which  was  larger  than 
the  Flavian  amphitheatre,  or  Coloffeum,  of  Rome.  The  Flavian  am- 
phitheatre was  the  greatell  public  building  which,  till  that  time,  had 
ever  been  erected  by  Rome.  It  was  begun  by  Vefpafian,  continued 
by  Titus,  and  completed  by  Domitian.  Yet  this  town  of  Pompeii, 
which  was  deftroyed  in  the  iirft  year  of  the  reign  of  Titus,  was  pofTefled 
of  a  larger  amphitheatre  than  Flavian  !  An  abfurdity  like  this  is  unde- 
ferving  of  farther  remark. 

I  liften  with  aftonifhment,  when  I  am  told  that  an  antlent  infcrip- 
tion,  which  v;as  difcovered  in  the  amphitheatre  of  Capua,  proves  that 
this  amphitheatre  was  built  in  the  time  of  Vefpafian  :  however  the 
amphitheatre  at  Capua  was  not  fo  large  as  the  ColoUeum  ;  nor  was 
Pompeii  fo  confiderable  a  city  as  Capua. 

All  the  infcriptions  that  I  have  feen  in  Pompeii  are  Latin  :  in  Naples, 
the  manners  and  the  language  of  Greece  long  after  this  continued  to 
prevaik 

He  muft  have  been  a  good  man  who  caufed  the.  word  Salve^You  are 
welcome,  to  be  infcribed  in  mofaic  work  over  his  doon  We  found  it 
at  the  entrances  of  two  houfes. 

Swinburne  read  an  infcription,  in  which  a  woman  offers  her  houfe  to 
hire  for  fhameful  purpofes  ;  v/ho  refers  for  her  character  to  the  jEdile, 
a  principal  oiFicer  among  the  magiftrates  of  Rome. 

An  objed:  is  here  very  frequently  m.et  with,  which  decency  does 
not  permit  me  to  name.  Thofe,  who  blindly  defend  the  antients, 
may  affirm  that  thefe  reprefentations  were  mingled  with  the  religious 
ideas  of  the  people  :  of  this  1  am  not  ignorant, 

Thg; 
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The  inhuman  fpedacle  of  the  gladiators  was  likewlfe  intended  to 
fhew  their  refpe£t  for  the  dead,  and  to  honour  their  gods.  Falfe  reU- 
gion  is  devifed  in  cor.formity  to  the  paffions  of  men  :  it  therefore  flat- 
ters thefe  pallions.  Citing  the  example  of  their  Gods  and  GoddefTes, 
what  was  the  fpecies  of  cruelty  which  the  Greeks  and  Romans  might 
not  palliate  ?  Purity  of  heart,  benevolence,  and  love,  were  the  confe- 
quences  of  that  true  religion  by  which  they  were  taught.  We  found 
a  tridhmim^  in  a  houfe,  which  was  cut  out  of  ftone.  'Tricl'mium  was 
the  name  that  the  antients  gave  to  their  three- fided  couches  ;  on  which 
three  perfons  might  recline  and  eat  at  a  low  table.  They  were  covered 
with  cufhions.  The  triclinium  we  faw  had  fomething  like  the  follow- 
ing figure. 


At  one  end  of  the  town,  we  faw  tombs ;  before  fome  of  which 
exedrcSj  of  ftone,  ftood  :  which  was  the  name  of  half  circular  feats,  that 
would  contain  eight,  ten,  or  more  people.  The  antients  were  very 
fond  of  them  :  they  likewife  called  XhQu\fchol<^^  when  they  were  in- 
tended for  philofophical  difputes,  or  rhetorical  exercifes.  In  fa6t,  they 
are  exceedingly  convenient  for  the  free  converfation  of  a  company  of 
people  ;  becaufe,  from  their  circular  form,  they  might  each  fee  the 
countenances  of  the  whole.  Who  is  not  delighted  with  the  animation 
that  enlivens  the  phyfiognomy  of  the  perfon  fpeaking,  the  playful 
changes  which  the  features  affiime,  and  the  full  and  feeling  expreflion 
of  the  eye  :  efpecially  among  the  fouthern  nations,  the  countenances 
and  eyes  of  whom  are  fo  full  of  life  ?  And  how  much  is  loft,  when 
thefe  are  not  feen  ! 

The  following  infcription  was  on  the  arm  of  an  exedra  of  this  kind. 

MAMMIAE  P.  F.  SACERDOTL  PVPLICAE  LOCVS  SEPVLTVR. 
DATVS  DECVRIONVM.  DECRETO. 

H2  **Thl% 
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"  This  fepulchre  is  ereded,  by  the  decree  of  the  Decuriones^  to  the 
memory  of  Mammia,  daughter  of  Publius,  who  was  a  prieftefs." 

The  tomb  of  this  prieftefs  was  feparated  from  the  exedra  by  a  little 
court ;  and,  facing  the  fepulchre,  hollow  terrific  mafks  of  baked  earth 
were  placed  ;  which  were  intended  to  ferve  as  lamps,  and  the  flaming 
mouths  and  eyes  of  which,  by  night,  muft  have  had  a  fearful  look. 

Might  not  their  probable  intention  have  been  to  avert  by  terror  the 
intrufion  of  curiofity,  or  the  avarice  of  the  robber  ? 

At  a  little  diftance  from  the  town,  there  is  a  country  houfe,  the 
whole  plan  of  which  is  not  vifible.  It  appears  to  have  belonged  to 
fome  man  of  note  :  we  flattered  ourfelves  with  the  pleafmg  idea  that 
this  was  the  villa  which  Cicero  had  at  Pompeii  :  his  Pompeianmn, 

This  country  feat,  like  the  houfes  of  the  town,  inclofed  a  court ;  the 
portico  of  which  had  an  angular  roof,  that  conneded  it  with  the  flat 
roofs  of  the  whole  building  ;  by  which  they  together  formed  a  covered 
way.  Thefe  pillars  were  likewife  covered  with  white  plaifl;er  above, 
and  with  red  below.  We  met  with  lovely  little  pidures  in  the  cham- 
bers, in  the  tafl;e  of  thofe  that  I  have  defcribed.  There  was  a  very 
pleafant  figure,  in  a  private  chamber,  of  a  woman  with  the  prow  of  a 
iliip  in  her  right  hand,  and  a  cornucopia  in  her  left.  The  cornuco' 
p'la  no  doubt  fignified  the  prolific  power  of  the  country :  but  what 
the  meaning  of  the  prow  of  the  fhip  was  is  not  fo  eafy  to  difcover. 
The  image  of  Stercutius^^  the  God  of  manure,  for  even  manure  had 
its  God,  could  certainly  not  have  been  fo  lovely. 

Some  of  the  apartments  were  confiderably  large  ;  at  leaft  when  com- 
pared to  the  fmall  chambers  of  the  houfes  in  the  town.  The  habita- 
tion of  the  ViilicuSy  or  fteward,  was  near  the  houfe  of  the  mafl:er.  In 
this  houfe  Swinburne,  a  traveller  of  credibility  and  obfervation,  found 
fome  glafs  in  a  windowf. 

*  Likewife  called  Sterculius  and  Stercutus^ 

f  Swinburne's  Travels  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  vol.  iii.  p.  155.     The  words  of  Swinburne 
^ye— "  In  the  window  of  a  bedchamber,  fome  panes  of  glafs  ate  ftill  remaining."    T. 

7  Ths 
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The  long  contefted  queftion,  whether  the  ufe  of  glafs  windows  were 
or  were  not  known  to  the  antients,  has  been  decided  in  their  favour. 

This  houfe  is  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  and  has  three  ftories,  on 
the  fide  toward  the  garden,  built  over  the  kitchen,  and  the  appertaining 
apartments  :  you  ftep  into  the  court  from  the  fecond  ftory. 

The  garden  is  not  large ;  and  in  this  fmall  place  there  was  a  little 
fquare  pond,  in  the  middle  of  which  a  fountain  rofe.  There  was  like- 
wife  a  garden  houfe,  the  pillars  of  which  are  ftill  (landing.  After  a  lapfe 
offeventeen  hundred  years,  this  garden  once  again  is  cultivated.  "We 
found  many  double  gilliflowcrs  in  it,  and  peach  trees  in  bloom. 

There  is  a  perfon  that  lives  in  the  houfe  of  the  Villicus^  who  is  pro- 
bably an  overfeer  of  the  workmen. 

Under  three  fides  of  the  garden  wall,  a  handfome  broad  cellar  runs  ; 
in  which  are  feveral  large  amphora^  or  earthen  veflels.  Nine  bodies 
were  found  in  this  cellar. 

It  is  probable  that  men,  in  the  confufion  and  anguifh  of  their  minds, 
ran  here  to  proted  themfelves  when  the  fhower  of  hot  aflies  began. 

The  body  of  a  man  was  found  in  the  houfe,  who  had  a  purfe  of  mo- 
ney in  his  hand. 

Were  we  but  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  owner  of  this 
villa,  we  might  then  better  compare  the  manner  of  living  among  the 
antients,  with  our  own,  than  we  poffibly  can  as  it  is.  Moll  of  the 
houfes,  in  the  two  ftreets  of  the  town,  that  have  been  uncovered, 
appear  to  have  belonged  to  artifans  ;  as  fuch,  they  are  not  bad.  In 
one  houfe,  feveral  books  and  furgical  inftruments  were  found.  It  be- 
longed no  doubt  to  a  phyficlan,  and  is  better  built  than  the  others.  Still 
however  it  appears  that  the  houfes  of  the  antients  poffeffed  fewer  con- 
veniences than  thofe  of  the  moderns.  1  afcribe  this  difference  to  the 
mildnefs  of  the  climate  of  the  fouth  ;  and  to  the  manner  of  living 
among  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  who  never  faw  company  except  at. 
their  meals. 

The  mind  is.  imprelTed  with  very  peculiar  feelings,  on. wandering 

through 
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through  thefe  dwellings  of  times  of  yore.  The  recoUedion  of  their 
antiquity,  and  of  the  fearful  accidents  of  nature  by  which  three  towns 
were  deftroyed,  aflbciates  itfelf  with  the  fhades  of  feventeen  centuries  : 
fhades  which,  over  the  buried  habitations  of  their  forefathers,  wander 
for  a  moment  and  then  vanifh. 

Find.  Pyth.  vlii.  ep.  5. 
Child  of  a  day  !  What  art  thou,  man  ? 
A  dream  of  ftiadows  ;  nothing  more  : 
Unlefs  the  Gods  impart  a  ray 
That  gives  thee  light,  and  gives  thee  life. 


LETTER     LXXIL 

Naples,  19th  March  1792. 

iN  OT  only  nature  but  the  works  of  men,  in  thefe  countries, 
prefent  us  with  enigmas  ;  which  neither  the  knowledge  of  antiquity 
can  folve,  nor  penetration  difcover,  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  under- 
ftanding.  We  do  not  only  afk,  When  did  the  Pofilipo  rife  up  ?  From 
what  eruption  ?  And  out  of  what  volcano  ?  Where  is  the  burning 
mountain,  the  entrails  of  which  produced  this  lofty  cape  ?  We  likewife 
demand  what  hand  of  man  w^as  it  that  cut  through  thefe  materials, 
after  they  had  become  as  hard  as  (lone,  for  the  fpace  of  nine  hundred 
and  fixty  paces  ?  To  what  end  ?  In  what  age  ? 

Through  the  hill  of  tufa  ftone,  which  lies  on  the  north  of  Naples, 
was  this  prodigious  pafTage  cut !  A  paffage  which,  under  the  name  of 

the 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  5^ 

the  catacombs,  was  indeed  lefs  celebrated  than  the  catacombs  of  Rome  : 
though,  I  am  well  afliired,  for  I  have  not  feen  the  latter,  that,  by  their 
height  and  their  relative  labour,  for  they  are  not  walled  but  cut  in  the 
ftone,  they  are  more  remarkable  than  thofe  of  Rome,  notwithftanding 
that  they  are  not  fo  great  in  their  circumference.  The  enigma  concerning 
thefe  catacombs  would  not  have  been  equally  difficult,  had  thofe  who 
made  the  inquiry  been  pleafed  to  prefer  the  probable  to  the  miraculous: 
or  reafonable  conjecture  to  abfurd  hypothefis. 

One  fable  clings  to  another ;  like  the  bats  of  Homer,  that,  in  long 
rows,  hang  one  by  the  other  from  the  rocks,  and,  as  foon  as  one  quits 
his  hold,  the  reft  all  fly,   hiffing,  into  their  holes. 

A  mifconception  of  a  paflage  of  this  great  poet,  and  the  paflage 
which  perhaps  would  leaft  lead  to  mifconception,  gave  rife  to  the  fable 
of  the  caverns  inhabited  by  the  Cimmerii.  Homer  tells  us  that  the  em- 
pire of  Death,  and  the  cells  of  the  Cimmerii,  were  at  the  utmoft  bound* 
of  the  deep  ftreaming  ocean. 

'H  (i.e.  vaui)  ^'Ij  TTEi^aS  iKave  ^a^uppon  uxeavoib' 

'EySa  ^s  Kifxixipiuv  av^^uv  ^v/xo;  te,  ttoAij  t£, 

'He^ I  xcti  vs  (psM  XEKixXufji.jjLev:i '   dud's  ttot  avTSj 

^HsXiog  ipas^uv  eTTid'e^KSTai  axrivsacnv.,  ■  - 

'Ou5"  OTTOT    av  TBix^o-i  TT^Oq  OV^OVOV  arSfOEVTOCy 

'Ouo    oxav  a-^  etti  yaiav  a.'Tr''  ov^avo'^zv  '7r^0TPa7rr)Tat* 

'A^^'  iwi  vy|  o^ol^  TEraxai  SeiXokti  ^^otokti. 

Odyff.  b.  XI.  i3;<. 

When  lo  !  we  reached  old  ocean's  utmoft  bounds, 
Where  rocks  controul  his  waves  with  ever  during  mounds. 
There  in  a  lonely  land,  and  gloomy  cells, 
The  dulky  nation  of  Cimmeria  dwells  ; 
The  fun  ne'er  views  th'  uncomfortable  feats. 
When  radiant  he  advances,  or  retreats  ; 
Unhappy  race  !   whom  endlefs  night  invades,, 
Clouds  the  dull  air,  and  wraps  them  round  \xi  fhades^. 

Pope,  Od.  b^  xi.  v.  13; 
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Well,  the  end  of  this  deep  ilreamlng  ocean  was  difcovered  !  And 
where  ?  In  the  little  Lucrine  lake !  And  becaufe  the  fun  was  feen  to 
rife  and  fet  over  its  infignificant  waters,  like  as  it  did  over  thofe  of  the 
fea,  the  Cimmerians  lived  concealed  in  gloomy  cells,  where 

The  fun  ne'er  views  th'  uncomfortable  feats, 
When  radiant  he  advances  or  retreats  ! 

A  perfon  of  the  name  of  Ephorus  either  invented  the  tale,  maintained 
it,  or  related  it  fuch  as  it  had  been  told  to  him  ;  and  after  him,  it  was 
repeated  by  Strabo  ;  and  thenceforward  we  hear  of  nothing  but  the 
fubterranean  Cimmerii  :  fo  that  wherever  a  cave  was  difcovered,  there 
traces  of  the  groping  Cimmerii  were  fought.  All  this  happened  be- 
caufe it  was  not  perceived  with  what  fagacity  Homer  concealed  the 
dread  horrors  of  his  fcene,  in  the  clouded  fables  of  midnight  darknefs. 
Oh  !  how  long  have  the  fpe£tacled  commentators  of  the  dignified  blind 
poet  ingenioufly  groped  after  his  meaning! 

Fooliili  however  as  this  tale  is,  according  to  which  the  Cimmerii  in- 
habited the  catacombs  of  Naples,  that  opinion  is  ftill  more  abfurd  which 
afcribes  thefe  catacombs,  as  well  as  thofe  at  Rome,  to  the  primitive 
•Chriftians.  That  they  fhould  affemble  in  fubterranean  places  like 
thefe  to  worlliip  their  God,  during  the  times  of  perfecution  under  the 
Heathen  Emperors,  is  fufficiently  probable.  Some  altars  and  pidures 
appear  to  prove  this  opinion.  But  that,  in  the  very  times  of  perfe- 
cution, they  fhould  be  able,  fecretly,  to  affemble  and  perform  labours 
fo  prodigious  as  thefe  is  of  all  abfurd  conjectures  the  moft  abfurd. 

It  is  likewife  probable  that  many  martyrs  were  buried  here  :  for 
your  eye  convinces  you  that  the  catacombs  were  public  burial  places. 
To  this  we  may  add  it  is  poflible  that,  when,  at  length,  the  Chriftians 
chafed  from  being  perfecuted,  they  occafionally  affembled  here  to  per- 
form their  rites,  in  memory  of  thefe  Martyrs  ;  and  that  the  altars  and 
pidures  are  of  later  ages  than  thofe  of  the  Pagan  perfecution. 

The 
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The  catacombs  of  this  place  confifl  of  three  fubterranean  vaultinf-s, 
one  over  the  other:  the  undermoft  Is  falling  to  decay.  The  two  iip- 
permoft  have  likevvife,  in  fome  and  perhaps  in  many  places,  been  injured 
by  time.  It  is  maintained  that  thefe  pailages,  which  branch  them- 
felves  out  in  many  directions,  lead  to  feveral  places  ;  to  Capua,  Bene- 
vento,  Pozzuoli,  and  Pofilipo.  On  both  fides  of  the  vaults  there  are 
cavities,  cut  over  one  another,  each  of  which  might  contain  a  body. 
Skulls  and  bones  have  been  found  in  great  numbers.  Many  of  them  are 
of  very  late  times  ;  nay  fome  are  the  confequence  of  the  laft  plague,  with 
which  the  city  of  Naples  was  vifited  thirty  years  ago.  The  body  of  a 
man,  w^ho  was  a  keeper  of  the  catacombs  at  that  time,  has  been  entirely 
preferved  ;  and  this  gave  occafion  to  a  modern  traveller,  who,  wuth  the 
love  of  truth  and  information,  vifited  thefe  places,  to  imagine,  at 
the  fight  of  this  body,  that  travellers  have  frequently  been  plun- 
dered and  murdered  in  the  catacombs  :  a  fuppofition  which  was  en- 
tirely groundlefs. 

The  opinion  that  this  work  was  firft  undertaken  in  order  to  procure 
(lones,  for  the  building  .  of  the  city,  appears  to  me  probable.  It  may 
very  well  have  happened  that,  in  later  times,  the  bodies  of  the  people, 
or  perhaps  of  their  (laves,  w^ere  interred  here.  After  the  paflages  had 
once  been  cut,  it  coft  but  little  trouble  to  cut  graves,  on  both  fides,  in 
the  ftone.  The  catacombs  of  Rome  iU'e  not  cut  in  the  rock ;  but  fand 
has  been  dug  from  them,  mixed  with  volcanic  aOies  ;  which  are  found 
at  Rome  in  great  quantities.  Thefe  the  Romans  mixed  with  their 
lime  ;  and  by  this  means  produced  an  excellent  mortar.  The  mixture 
of  volcanic  aflies  with  fand  is  at  prefent  called  po%'zolana ;  becaufe  fuch 
mixtures  are  found  in  great  quantities  at  Pozzuoli,  and  thefe  ofaH 
others  are  the  beft. 

The  darknefs  of  the  catacombs,  the  clofenefs  of  tl-c  humid  air,  and 
the  dead  men's  bones,  which  the  fpe6tator  difcoverti  by  the  glimmering 
light  of  the  torch,  add  terror  to  terror. 

Vol.  II.  I  The 
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The  road  to  death  has  always  a  terrifying  afpeO; ;  and  the  ruins 
of  thefe  fepulchral  holes,  for  the  bodies  of  men,  are  additionally 
terrific. 

Whenever  the  poets  of  the  antients,  even  in  their  moft  jocund  mo- 
ments, recoiled:  the  darknefs  of  the  grave,  they  fhudder  at  the  thought. 
The  rofy  goblet,  andihe  melody  of  the  harmonious  lyre,  are  no  guard 
againft  this  evil.  In  vain  did  the  Epicurean  endeavour  to  banifh  the 
thoughts  of  death  !  Nature  was  true  to  her  own  emotions.  You  can- 
not, like  Alexander,  with  Bucephalus,  fo  place  her  that  her  fhadow 
may  not  be  perceptible.  More  audacious  and  proud  than  the  fcholars  of 
Epicurus,  the  Stoics  fpurned  at  and  banifhed  nature ;  but  could  not 
efcape  being  trampled  on  and  fpurned  in  return. 

*'  But  the  people  which  fat  in  darknefs  faw  great  light ;  and  to  them 
"  that  dwell  in  the  region  and  fhadow  of  Death  light  is  fprung  up*." 

The  lamp  of  godlike  hope,  though  under  a  cloud,  burnt  from  gene- 
ration to  generation  ;  fed  with  the  oil  of  Heaven. 

"  But  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  was  at  hand."  The  wifdom  and  the 
love  of  God,  concealed,  in  the  form  of  man,  appeared  vifibly  on  earth  ; 
it  then  defcended  to  the  grave,  and  afterward  rofe  vidorious,  and  en- 
lightened and  cheered  the  nations  !  Before  this  light,  the  fhadows  of 
the  valley  of  Death,  and  all  its  phantoms,  vanifhed  \ 

Tender  virgins,  dauntlefs,  met  the  terrors  of  death,  in  its  mofl  tre- 
mendous forms,  with  fmiles  and  fongs  of  thankfgiving  !  And,  feven- 
teen  centuries  having  pafTed  away,  the  facred  poet  thus  fang : 

Schixxeig  denn  du  $  thrane  die  in  luehmuth  iroji  ixieinety 
Much  das  herz  nicht  nveich  !  trojie  n'tcht  mebr  f 

JJl  am  ziel  denn  nicht  votlendung  ? 

Nieht  im  thale  des  iodes  luonnegefang  ? 

Klopst.  Meff.  XX.  gef. 


*Mattiy.  i6. 


Ceai^ 
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Ceafe  then  the  tears  that  comfort,  yet  affli£V  ! 
Enfeeble  not  thy  heart !  complain  no  more  ! 
Will  not  thy  mortal  forrows  quickly  ceafe, 
And  fongs  immortal  cheer  the  vale  of  death  ? 


I 


LETTER     LXXIII. 

Naples,  2 2d  March  1792. 

HAVE  vifited  the  Royal  Mufeum,  which  is  at  Portici ; 
but  do  not  exped  from  me  an  account  of  all  its  curiofities  ;  much  lefs 
an  accurate  defcription  of  fo  many  objeds  that  are  worthy  the  notice 
of  a  lover  of  antiquity.  To  fuch  a  perfon,  no  mufeum  in  Europe  is 
more  interefting  than  this.  The  Mufeum-Clementinum-Pium  con- 
tains works  of  art  that  are  much  more  perfed  :  but  fimilar  rarities  are 
to  be  found  in  the  individual  colledions  of  the  principal  Romans. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  the  love  of  the  arts  is  not  inimical  to  the- 
love  of  antiquity.  From  the  writings  of  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans 
we  become  acquainted  with  their  manner  of  thinking,  and  of  feeling  ; 
with  their  morals,  and  cuftoms  ;  yet  we  frequently  find  a  want  of  the 
vifible  infpediion  of  thefe  cuftoms.  And,  as  there  is  nothing  among 
men  which  is  not  related  to  the  things  around  them,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  manners  and  cuftoms  alternately  elucidate  each  other ; 
and  that  a  view  of  the  houfehold  furniture  of  the  antients  will  render 
many  paftages  in  their  writers  intelligible.  Thus  the  great  colle6lion 
of  lamps,  whdch  were  difcovered  after  being  buried  in  rubbifh  feventeen 
centuries,  will  fhew  the  manner  in  which  the  antients  lighted  their 
houfes. 

Thofe,  wbo  accufe  obfervations,  which  they  do  not  find  interefting 
^o  themielvesj  of  being  barren,  do  but  prove  the  barrennefs  of  their 

I  2  own 
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own  underftandlng  ;  which  cannot  dlfcover  the  conne6llon,  and  afTo- 
clation,  of  objed:s  with  each  other. 

This  great  Mufeum  contains  nothing  but  the  articles  that  have  been 
found  in  the  three  towns  of  Herculaneum,  Pompeii,  and  Stabia. 

In  the  court  of  the  caftle  of  Portici  there  are  two  equeftrian  ftatues : 
one  of  Marcus  Balbus,  the  Roman  Proconful  and  Procurator  in  Her- 
culaneum ;  and  the  other  of  his  fon.  The  ftatues  are  beautiful  ;  and 
the  horfes,  like  moft  of  the  horfes  of  antient  art,  though  not  blam.elefs, 
are  full  of  life.  They  are  of  white  marble,  and  I  believe  are  unique  in 
their  kind  ;  at  leaft,  all  the  antient  ftatues  of  horfes  before  them,  that  I 
have  feen,  were  of  bronze.  It  is  faid  that  the  fentinels  ufed  to  require 
every  man,  as  he  paiTed  thefe  horfes,  to  take  off  his  hat.  Thefe  ftatues 
were  a  decoration  to  the  theatre  in  Herculaneum. 

In  the  court  of  the  Mufeum  there  is  a  horfe  of  bronze,  W'hich  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  more  beautiful  than  thofe  of  marble.  It  is  of  the 
fize  of  life  ;  and  is  the  only  one  preferved  of  a  chariot  and  four,  that 
ftood  over  the  theatre. 

Two  large  pillars,  written  over  with  the  names  of  Greek  places, 
ftood  in  the  town  of  Herculaneum  :  their  purpofe  was  to  tell  the  dif- 
tance  to  each  place. 

A  fmall  handmill,  difcovered  in  Stabia,  has  ferved  as  a  model  for 
mills  which  the  prefent  Pope  has  ordered  to  be  made  ;  which  it  is  af- 
ferted  produce  better  oil  and  in  greater  quantities  than  the  oil-prefles 
in  common  ufe  :   becaufe  they  do  not  crufti  the  ftone  of  the  berry*. 

We  faw  fome  earthen  veftels  j  which   feem  to  have   been  intended 

*  Giovanni  Prefta,  a  fcientific  man  in  Galllpoli,  maintains,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
modern  oil-prcfs  has  much  the  advantage  of  the  antient ;  and  that  Cato  and  Columella 
are  millaken,  when  they  maintain  that  the  crufhing  of  the  ftone,  vv'hich  likevvife  affords 
oil,  is  injurious.  He  has  made  many  experiments,  and  appears  to  underftand  the  fubjecl. 
His  well  written  tra(ft  is  entitled — Memorla  iniarno  a  i  fejfanta  due  faggi  diverft  di  olio  pre- 
feiitatt  a  la  Maejla  di  Ftrdinando  IV.  ed  efame  crltico  del  antico  fraiitoio  trovato  a  Stabia.  *'  An 
"  account  of  fixty-two  experiments,  made  on  oil,  and  prefented  to  his  Mnje^y  Ferdinand 
"  IV.  with  a  critical  enquiry  concerning  the  antient  oil-pref&  difcovered  at  Stabia  " 

2  for 
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for  the  cages  of  little  animals,  that  probably  were  to  be  fattened.  They 
had  a  lattice  door,  at  top  ;  and,  within,  fmall  places  for  food,  and 
water.  I  fiifped  that  the  antients,  like  the  Italians,  fed  on  the  little 
animal  which  we  Germans  call  fea  pigs  * :  becaufe  they  are  brought 
over  fea.  It  is  a  kind  of  medium  between  the  rabbit  and  the  rat ;  and 
has  the  form  and  the  grunt  of  the  pig.  Was  this  the  glis  of  the  Ro- 
mans ? 

Furniture  of  every  kind  is  found  in  the  apartments.  It  were  to  be 
wifhed  that  their  forms  were  more  publicly  known.  You  have  (qqw  the 
beautiful  work,  in  which  engravings  are  given  of  the  paintings  of  Herr- 
culaneum.  The  whole  Mufeum  ought  thus  to  be  engraved  :  yet  how 
great  would  be  the  labour,  and  the  length  of  time  it  would  require  ! 
But  how  few  are  capable  of  undertaking  fuch  a  v/ork  !  Single  figures, 
accompanied  by  different  quotations  from  the  antient  writers,  would 
make  many  paffages  intelligible  ;  which,  through  the  confufion  of 
former  commentaries,  are  continually  dark. 

The  bronze  veffels  of  facrifice  are  of  great  beauty.     How  noble  and 
how  fimple  are  their  forms  !  How  elegant  the  embellifhments,  and  fre-- 
quently  how  full   of  meaning  !     A  leEiiJlern'ium  of  bronze,  on  which 
cufhions  for  recumbent  deities  were  placed,  which  were  publicly  ex-- 
pofed  in  times  of  misfortune,  and  on  which  food  was  put,  is  wrought 
and  ornamented  with  truly  antique  fimplicity. 

The  balance  with  one  fcale,  and  the  balance  with  two,  were  equally 
known  to  the  antients*  The  weights  were  fome  of  them  in  the  form 
of  the  heads  of  the  Emperors.  This  probably  was  to  denote,  in  a  vifi- 
ble  manner,  that  they  had  been  examined  and  proved  by  the  ma- 
giftracy. 

A  {lender  tripod,  of  bronze,  denotes  by  its  elegance  the  high  value 
which  the  Greeks,  as  early  as  the  time  of  Homer,  fet  upon  tripods. 

They  made  their  lamps  in  a  thoufand  different  forms  :  fome  are  very 
elegant,  fome  are  obfcene,  and  many  are  both.  It  is  natural  to  give  a 
form  that  is  flattering  to  the  eye,  to  a  piece   of  furniture  which  is  to 

*  Guinea  pigs,  I  fuppofe,    T. 

afford 
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afford  light.  The  unfortunate  propenfity  to  the  ohfcene  was  equally 
common  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  They  had  high  lights  for 
many  of  their  lamps. 

A  large  colledion  of  furgical  inftruments  reminded  me  of  thofc 
-which  were  difcovered  fome  years  ago,  in  a  camp,  in  the  North : — A 
prince,  who  had  a  lively  imagination,  endeavoured  to  make  his  fubjeds 
believe,  though  in  vain,  that  they  had  been  brought  by  the  enemy 
againft  them  as  inftruments  of  torture. 

The  faftenings  of  the  doors  appeared  to  me  awkward,  and  their  keys 
clumfy.     The  Italian  lockfmiths  to  this  day  are  unfkilful. 

The  dice,  like  thofe  of  the  moderns,  were  marked  with  points.  Like 
•the  dice  of  gamblers  at  prefent,  fome  of  them  were  heavier  on  one  fide 
•  than  on  the  other. 

The  tickets  of  admiffion  to  places  in  the  theatre  were  of  ivory,  and 
-of  various  forms.  Thefe  tickets  v/ere  called  by  the  Romans  tefer^ ; 
and,  on  one  of  thefe,  there  was  the  name  of  the  tragic  poet  ^fchylus, 
in  the  Greek  charadter :  others  of  them  were  numbered. 

They  had  various  vafes  of  glafs,  many  cut  drinking  glafles,  and  little 
Vials  of  blue  glafs.  This  is  a  proof  that  they  were  acquainted  with 
different  compofitions  of  glafs.  Some,  of  a  dark  colour,  is  fo  hard  that 
^'■lafs  may  be  cut  with  it,  as  with  a  diamond.  A  glafs  urn,  for  pre- 
ferving  the  aflies  of  a  dead  perfon,  w^as  included  in  another  of  ferra- 
roUa ;  and  this  again  was  cafed  in  a  third  vafe  of  lead.  Here  we  fee 
likewife  paintings  on  glafs,  the  colours  of  which  are  tranfparent.  The 
panes  of  glafs  that  were  found  in  the  villa  at  Pompeii  are  exhibhed  in 
the  Mufeum  :    they  are  of  very  thick  glafs. 

The  writing  defks  of  the  antients,  which  we  faw,  refembled  ours. 
They  ufed  pens  of  wood ;  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  had  no  flit. 
That  they  had  been  preferved  in  glafs  drawers  was  what  I  could  not 
fufficiently  examine.     We  likewife  faw  wafers,  and  wafer-feals. 

How  glad  fhould  I  have  been  to  have  taken  the  forms  of  antierit 
agricultural  iailruments,  for  the  information  of  our  Vofs ! 

The  collection  of  the  furniture  of  the  baths  is  very  confiderable. 

Here 
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Here  you  find  a  quantity  of  wetting  and  drying  utenfils,  and  cloths. 

We  faw  a  vafe,  which  greatly  refembled  our  tea-pot ;  its  pleafing 
form  has  already  been  imitated  by  the  Englifh. 

Another  vafe  has  the  advantage  of  this,  becaufe  it  cannot  eafily  be 
thrown  down  ;  it  is  of  bronze.  Round  a  fmall  fquare  hearth,  for  coals, 
a  wall  runs,  which  has  four  corner  towers,  that  may  be  opened  to  admit 
water.     Below,  on  the  foremoft  wall,  is  a  tube  with  a  fpout. 

A  complete  fet  of  ornaments,  for  a  modern  lady,  might  be  colleded 
out  of  this  mufeum  :  at  leaft  for  a  lady  who  fhould  be  dreffing  for  a 
mafquerade.  Here  fhe  would  find  bracelets,  and  necklaces  of  gold, 
ear-rings  of  pearl,  rings  for  the  fingers,  and  many  more  baubles. 

Paint  itfelf  would  not  be  wanting :  pardon  me  for  ufing  the  com- 
mon name,  inftead  of  the  more  refined  term,  rouge :  for  paint  itfelf  has 
been  preferved.  It  was  contained  in  a  little  box  of  cryftal,  and  has 
perfedly  the  appearance  of  the  rouge  of  Paris.  My  lady  here  too 
might  find  large  needles,  and  combs  of  ivory,  with  ivory  fpindles,  to 
deck  her  out  for  the  mafquerade, 

A  marble  buffet  might  have  been  miftaken  for  a  piece  of  modern 
furniture. 

A  kitchen  fire  place,  difcovered  in  Herculaneum,  has  been  ufed 
as  a  model  of  imitation :  under  it  are  fmall  arches,  to  contain  the 
coals ;  which  take  but  little  room,  and  can  heat  many  vefiels  at  once. 
The  utenfils  of  the  kitchen  are  of  earth,  copper,  and  brafs. 

But  little  armour  has  been  found :  the  helmets  are  handfome,  em- 
bellifhed  with  figures,  but  intolerably  heavy ;  which  proves  they  could 
not  have  been  in  common  ufe. 

A  horrid  kind  of  iron  fetter,  or  ftock,  was  found.  It  may  be  about 
four  ells  long ;  and  was  fo  formed  that  ten  prifoners  might  be  chained 
by  the  leg,  each  leg  feparately,  by  the  Aiding  of  a  flender  bar.  Say 
what  we  will  in  defence  of  the  Pagans,  they  were  cruel. 

Various  kinds  of  eatables  are  yet  very  cognizable ;  fuch  as  dried  figs, 

almonds, 


6^  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

almonds,  walnuts,  beans,  lentils,  pine  nuts,  thickened  oil,  and  thick  red 
wine :  all  endeavours  to  render  any  of  thele  fluid  have  been  vain. 

The  body  of  a  woman,  whofc  fliull  is  preferved,  was  found  among 
the  aihes.  Time,  by  having  coiifolidated  the  afnes,  had  evidently  occa- 
fioned  an  impreilion  to  be  taken  of  one  of  her  breafts.  She  v/as  adorn- 
■ed  with  golden  bracelets,  and  with  a  neclilace  of  gold. 

Small  houfehold  Gods,  of  bronze,  are  fome  of  them  of  inferior 
v/orkmanfhin. 

i\mon{>-  the  gold  and  copper  coins,  fome  are  very  rare. 
■    Cameos,  and  intaglios,  of  precious  ftones  were  found  ;  and  llkewife 
fome  of  glafs  compofition. 

Amono-  tiie  bulls  of  marble  and  bronze,  there  is  a  fine  one  of  the 
lirft  Scipio  Africanus  ;  which  v/e  recognize  by  the  wound  on  the  head, 
and  by  the  refemblance  to  thofe  at  Rome. 

A  drunken  Faun,  and  a  Mercury  feated,  both  of  bronze,  are  of  fm- 
gular  beauty.  The  Faun  lies  ihouting  on  a  lion's  ikin,  with  a  barrel 
that  ferves  him  for  a  cufliion.  If  you  cover  the  under  part  of  the 
countenance,  laughter  is  ftill  evident  in  his  intoxicated  eyes :  fo  that 
thofe  who  look  muft  likewife  laugh. 

Some  of  the  mofaic  works  are  beautiful ;  and  the  two  moil  beautiful 
have  the  name  of  the  artift  AiGaxs^iSm  XafxLos  eTroiva-B'  The  Vv^ork  of 
Diofcu rides,  of  Samos. 

Different  fun  dials  are  very  rude :  a  fingle  crooked  hook  cafts  the 
fhade.  The  time  of  the  day  is  not  denoted  by  numbers.  One,  v.  hich  is 
very  fmall,  has  the  figure  of  the  hind  quarter  of  a  pig  ;  the  tail  of 
which,  inftead  of  the  hook,  cafts  the  Ihade. 

I  have  expeded  the  lead  inftruQion  from  what  others  have  hoped 
the  moft:  I  mean  the  books.  The  manner  which  has  been  invented 
of  feparating  the  leaves,  which  were  rolled  together  and  fcorched  by 
the  aihes,  is  very  ingenious.  You  will  find  the  machine  that  is 
ufed   for   unrolling  them    excellently  defcribed,  and   drawn,  in   the 

Travels 
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Travels  of  Mr.  Bartel  *.  It  is  wonderful  that  they  fhoulcl  have  done 
fo  much  as  has  been  done.  A  manufcript,  on  the  effeSis  of  mufic,  is 
in  preparation.  The  conjedlures  on  paflages,  where  whole  words  or 
letters  are  wanting,  are  to  be  printed  in  red  ink,  and  fubjeded  to  the 
general  judgment  of  the  learned.  A  moral  enquiry,  concerning  virtue 
and  vice,  will  likewife  be  entirely  copied.  We  faw  two  men  employed 
at  prefent :  the  one  on  a  work  on  Rhetoric,  by  one  Philodemus ;  and 
the  other  on  an  enquiry  concerning  Political  Economy. 

The  number  of  manufcripts  difcovered  is  almcft  fixteen  hundred  : 
they  are  burnt  black  ;  and,  v/ere  it  not  for  the  tender  manner  in  which 
they  are  handled,  would  crumble  to  allies.  The  antients  rolled  their 
manufcripts  fo  that  the  beginning  of  the  work  lay  wound  up  in  the  mid- 
dle ;  and  the  unrolling  muft  commence  with  the  conclufion  :  fo  that 
they  are  obliged  at  firftto  conjecture  the  contents,  and  do  not  learn  the 
title  of  the  work  till  the  latter  end.  The  books  on  which  they  have 
hitherto  been  employed  are  all  of  them  Greek. 

There  is  a  remaining,  but  in  my  opinion  a  w^ell  grounded,  hope  that, 
by  the  future  uncovering  of  the  buried  tov;ns,  works  may  be  found, 
which  may  either  be  very  little,  or  perhaps  not  at  all,  damaged  by  the 
alhes.  Under  a  board,  beneath  a  tile  thrown  down,  perhaps.  He 
Alc3Eus,  Sappho,  Menander,  the  loft  books  of  Livy,  or  fome  of  thofe 
immortal  works  the  names  of  whofe  authors  are  only  known  by  the 
teftimony  of  their  contemporaries. 

From  this  divifion  of  the  Mufeum,  which  contains  tvv^enty  apart- 
ments, we  proceeded  to  another,  confifting  of  fixteen,  which  are  dedi- 
cated to  antient  paintings.  Some  of  thefe  paintings  have  fuffered  very 
much  :  others  are  ilill  tolerably  fixfh. 

Different  in  their  degrees  of  beauty,  they  are  moft  of  them  drawn 
with  great  freedom,  and  painted  with  a  light  animated  pencil.  Some 
of  them  are  reprefentations  of  fruit,  fifh,  and  birds.     Two  quails,  pick- 

*  Herrn  Bartels  Reijm. 
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ing  the  grain  from  an  ear  of  barley,  are  painted  with  all  the  deception! 
of  truth.  A  bad  choice  of  fubjed,  a  want  of  fenfibility,  and  falfe  lineal 
perfpeilive,  are  the  defeds  of  the  landfcapes ;  and,  if  we  may  judge 
after  the  proofs  thefe  pidures  aftbrd  of  aerial  perfpedive,  of  this  the 
antients  appear  to  have  known  little  or  nothing.  However,  that  they 
were  not  fo  ignorant  of  lineal  perfpedive  as  many  have  maintained  is 
evident,  from  fome  architedural  paintings. 

The  hiftorical  pidures  are  in  part  very  beautiful. 

Chiron,  the  Centaur ;  inftruding  the  youthful  Achilles  to  play  oa 

the  lyre. 

Oreftes,  Pylades,  and  Iphigenla ;  In  the  temple  of  Diana,  in  Taurls. 

Thefeus,  in  the  labyrinth.  The  handfome  youth  Is  reprefented 
after  his  vidory  over  the  Minotaur,  which  lies  extended  at  his  feet. 
Ariadne  is  with  him  ;  and  one  of  the  boys  that  he  has  faved  is  kiffnig 
his  hand,  and  another  his  leg. 

A  thoughtful  Virgin  is  all  lovelinefs  :  fhe  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  Sappho. 
She  holds  a  pencil  to  her  lips,  with  her  right  hand  j  and  tablets,  in  her 

left. 

Telephos,  the  fon  of  Hercules  and  Auge,  fucking  the  hind  by  which 
he  was  fed  :  becaufe  his  mother  had  expofed  him  from  the  fear  of  her 
father*.  Hercules,  the  Goddefs  of  vidory,  Njjcw,  a  Faun,  and  a  very 
noble  female  figure,  which  appears  to  be  the  Goddefs  Flora,  give  the 
pidure  thofe  charms  which  refult  from  a  great  and  various  compofi"- 
tion.  At  the  foot  of  the  figures  fland  an  eagle  and  a  lion  j  probably 
as  fymbols  of  power. 

Some  figures  of  Centaurs  and  Nymphs  are  touched  in  a  free,  Hghtj 
and  charming  manner. 

A  delicate  chariot,  drawn  by  a  parrot,  and  driven  by  a  grafshopper. 
This  piece  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  fatire  againfl  Nero  ;  who  made  great  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  double  celebrity  of  a  melodious  finger  and  an  expert  cha« 

*  Paufan.  lib.  viii.  c.  48  and  54.  lib.  ix.  3 1. 
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rloteer.  We  are  told,  by  Suetonius,  that  he  exercifed  hunfeif  lying 
on  his  back,  fupporting  a  plate  of  lead  on  his  breaft,  purifying  hinifelf 
by  clyflers  and  emetics,  and  abftaining  from  fruits  ;  till  his  voice,  always 
weak  and  chirping,  acquired  fufEcient  force  for  the  ftage ;  which  he 
actually  trod  at  Neapolls,  a  Greek  city.  An  earthquake  which  hap- 
pened did  not  prevent  him  from  continuing  the  air  he  had  begun. 
He  likewife  appeared  as  a  charioteer  in  the  circus  at  Rome  *.  How 
excellent  is  the  fatirical  reprefentation  of  a  chirping  grafshopper, 
driving  the  parrot  that  draws  the  chariot  ! 

A  Woman  felling  little  Cupids  to  a  young  lady  ;  behind  whom  ftands 
an  old  female,  who  appears  to  be  giving  her  advice.  The  wornan  who 
fells  holds  a  fluttering  Cupid  by  the  wings  ;  and  has  another  encaged  in 
a  tripod.  From  this  piece  a  French  artift  has  no  doubt  taken  the  well 
known  idea  of  his  Cupid-seller. 

Four  little  pitflures,  which  are  excellent,  w^ere  found  framed,  and 
feparate  ;  not  like  thofe  that  are  painted  on  the  walls. 

A  poet  compofmg.  If  I  do  not  miftake,  he  holds  a  thyrfus  in  his 
hand.  A  Mufe  is  feated  at  a  table,  writing,  with  a  raaik  lying  by  her. 
The  thyrfus,  as  well  as  the  mafk,  may  denote  that  it  was  the  dramatic 
Mufe  by  which  he  was  infpired  :  for  dramatic  pieces  were  dedicated  to 
Bacchus. 

A  company  of  people  playing  on  mufical  inftruments. 

A  young  woman,  (landing ;  with  her  trefles  combed  by  her  compa- 
nion :  a  third  is  fitting  in  the  fame  chamber,  and  near  her  ftands  a 
fourth.     They  are  all  handfome,  and  elegantly  attired. 

The  above  are  three  of  the  four  pidures  I  mentioned  :  the  other  is 
very  much  injured. 

The  new  model  of  the  theatre  at  Herculaneum  is  worthy  notice ; 
for  it  will  afford  an  excellent  idea  of  the  theatres  of  the  antients.  I 
Ihould  have  willingly  fent  you  a  drawing  of  it ;  but  this  is  not  permit- 

*  Suet,  in  Vita  Neron.  c.  xx  and  xxii. 
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ted,  of  any  thing  contained  in  the  Mufeum.  The  curiofity  of  the 
pubUc  is  endeavoured  to  be  kept  intent  on  the  great  v/ork,  the  pubUca- 
tion  of  which  is  patronifed  by  the  king. 

All  the  rarities  of  this  Mufeum,  which  are  fingular  in  their  kind,  are 
intended  to  be  removed  by  his  majefty's  orders  into  a  large  building, 
which  he  has  purchafed  of  the  Univerlity.  This  building  is  in  the 
city,  and  called  GU  Stud'i.  In  fad:,  this  noble  colledion  is  too  much 
expofed  to  the  danger  of  being  once  more  buried  by  Mount  Vefuvius, 


LETTER     LXXIV. 

Naples,  31ft  March  I792^ 

/NCHANTING  as  the  profped  of  the  fea  and  the  coaft  is, 
the  want  of  fhady  walks  in  Naples  ftill  is  fenfibly  felt.  The  public 
walk  on  the  fea  Ihore,  which  is  about  feven  hundred  paces  long,  affords 
but  a  forry  fhelter  againft  the  mid-day  beams.  It  is  very  broad  ;  and, 
on  the  two  fides,  there  are  high  bowers  of  vines,  that  twine  their 
branches  round  the  elm  of  Ypres :  which  trees  do  not  ftand  detached, 
but  are  connected  by  palings. 

On  the  fide  which  is  the  moft:  diftant  from  the  fea,  there  are  little 
orange  trees,  and  oleanders  ;  among  beds  of  flowers,  nearer  to  the  fea, 
there  are  grafs  plats,  cut  and  carved  in  a  wretched  tafte ;  among  which 
little  fountains  throw  out  their  infignificant  ftreams. 

I  feldom  vifit  this  walk,  which  is  called  Villa  Reale ;  and  which, 
from  its  profpe£t  toward  the  fea,  its  circular  and  hilly  coaft  from  Portici 
to  MafTa,  with  its  view  of  the  ifland  of  Capri,  and  the  Pofilipo,  would 
perhaps  be  the  moft  beautiful  public  walk  in  Europe,  if  it  were  but 
Ihaded  by  trees  that  iliould  be  fuiFered  to  grow  undifturbed.     The 

Neapohtans 
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Neapolitans  find  an  excufe  for  this  defetS):,  which  is  pointed  out  to  them 
by  the  frequent  complaints  of  foreigners  ;  and  allege  that  the  growth 
of  trees  is  injured  bv  the  fea  air.  It  feems  remarkable  that  this  noxious 
quality  of  the  fea  air,  at  leaft  in  (o  great  a  degree,  fhould  exill  only  near 
the  city  of  Naples :  however,  this  appears  to  be  the  cafe.  Even  of  the 
two  rovv's  of  vine  bowers  of  the  Fii/a  Reak,  that  which  is  mofl:  diflant 
from  the  fea  flourifhes  much  the  bed. 

The  parade,  for  the  exercife  of  the  troops,  lies  beyond  the  Fi/la 
Reak  ;  and  likewife  on  the  fea  fhore.  From  this  a  road  turns  fhort  to 
the  right,  and  leads  to  the  grotto  of  the  Pofilipo.  On  the  left  the  fea 
fhore  continues  ;  where,  every  afternoon,  the  principal  Neapolitans 
have  their  Corfo  :  that  is,  their  carriages  proceed  backward  and  forward 
in  rows,  from  which  they  fliew  themfelves  without  being  able  to  fpeak 
to  each  other;  unlefs  when  a  lady  orders  her  coach  to  ftop,  and  the 
polite  cavalier  alights  from  his  own,  and  comes  to  converfe  with  her 
on  the  ftep  of  her  carriage. 

.  The  bulwark  on  the  fea  is  broad.  Is  paved  with  flags  of  lava  like  the 
pavement  of  the  whole  city,  and  ferves  as  a  foot  path  for  pafTengers  ; 
to  whom,  from  the  number  of  the  coaches  and  horfes,  it  is  very  wel- 
come. 

At  the  end  of  the  Cor/o,  I  was  glad  to  efcape,  through  the  gateway  of 
a  large  building,  from  the  din  of  this  filent  affembly.  This  brought 
me  immediately  on  the  fea  fhore  j  and,  from  thence,  to  the  volcanic 
rocks  of  the  extended  lofty  cape,  Pofilipo.  Here  you  enjoy  not  only 
the  fame  profped  as  in  the  Fi/la  Reak,  but  you  likewife  have  a  full 
view  of  all  Vefuvius,  which  there  was  concealed  by  the  houfes. 

At  this  place  you  come  to  a  large  unfinifhed  palace,  which  the 
people  call  the  palace  of  Queen  Johanna  :  probably  after  the  infamous 
Johanna  the  Second,  who  lived  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centu- 
ries. We  are  told  by  an  infcriptlon  that  it  was  begun  in  the  laft 
century,  and  left  unfinilhed,  by  one  Do/2^/a  Anna  Caraffa, 

^Since  that  time,  the  fea  no  doubt  muft  have  intruded  farther  on  the 
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fliore  :  for  this  palace,  at  prefent,  is  not  only  impaflable  by  all  kinds  of 
carriages,  but  likewife  at  high  water  by  foot  paffengers.  I  conjedure 
that  this  element,  in  return  for  the  lofs  it  fuftained  in  the  eaft  by  the 
building  of  the  Molo,  during  the  reign  of  the  late  King,  has  revenged 
itfelf  upon  the  weft  ;  as  it  now  wafties  the  palace  walls.  Fifhermen  keep 
their  boats  within  the  long  gate  ;  and  the  fmall  fpace  within  and  with- 
out the  gate  is  rocky  and  uneven. 

My  walk  w^as  foon  afterward  interrupted  by  a  public  prifon.  Be- 
tween the  palace  and  the  prifon,  immediately  on  the  deep  fhore  of  the 
fea  the  rocks  are  covered  with  a  kind  of  white  mofs  :  or  more  pro- 
perly a  kind  of  immoveable  fea  weed,  on  which  it  is  very  pleafant  to 
repofe.  This  weed  has  a  charming  odour,  and  the  fea  is  as  clear  as 
cryftal. 

I  lately  faw,  at  a  tolerable  diftance,  fome  mefhes  of  a  net  funk  in 
the  fea,  with  the  fifti  living  and  moving  in  the  water.  The  varieties 
of  fhell  fifh,  which  are  thrown  up  by  the  fea,  are  innumerable  ;  and 
fome  of  them  are  very  excellent  *.  One  of  the  creatures  ofteneft  found 
is  the  echhius  marhms ;  or  fea  urchin.  Its  Ihell  is  armed  with  thin 
long  prickles.  Horace,  in  an  ode  to  Canidia,  compares  the  hair  of  one 
of  the  handmaids  of  this  horrible  forcerefs  to  fuch  a  fea  urchin. 

At  expedka  SeganOy  per  totam  domum 

Spargens  avernales  aquas ^ 

Horret  cap'tllis  ut  marinus  a/per  is 

Echinus i  ant  currens  aper. 

HoR.  Epod.  V.  25. 

Now  Sagana,  round  the  cell, 
Sprinkled  her  waters,  black  from  hell : 


*  Signor  Poll,  the  teacher  of  the  Royal  Princes  of  Naples  in  Natutal  Hiftory,  has 
publiflied  an  excellent  work,  called,  Tejlacea  iitriujque  Sicilia,  eoritmque  Hijhria  et  Ana- 
tome.  This  work,  not  only  for  external  beauty,  but  chiefly  for  the  novelty  of  its  dis- 
coveries, and  its  enquiries  concerning  the  mode  of  living  of  thefe  beings,  whofe  exiftence 
does  not  appear  to  be  fo  limited  as  has  been  hitherto  imagined,  is  probably  the  bed  of  its 

kind. 

Fierce 
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Fierce  as  fea  porcupine,  or  boar, 

In  frightful  wreaths,  her  hair  flie  wore  ! 

Francis.- 

The  flefli  of  this  echinus^  or  fea  urchin,  is  red ;  and  agreeable  to  the  tafte. 

MofTes  of  great  variety  and  beauty  grow  on  the  rocks,  in  and  about 
the  fea ;  and,  in  thefe  moffes,  feme  of  which  are  of  a  purple  colour, 
fwarms  of  different  little  beings  are  feen. 

If  you  go  from  the  Villa  Reale  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  wifh  to  continue 
on  the  fea  fhore,  you  muft  long  make  your  way  through  the  noify 
crowd  of  this  populous  city,  before  you  arrive  at  the  open  field  beyond 
the  Magdalen  bridge,  over  the  river  Sebetho.  The  Corfo  is  held  on  this 
fide  every  Friday,  during  Lent.  Along  the  city  and  as  far  as  the 
bridge,  the  Neapolitans  here  difplay  themfelves,  in  their  fine  carriages, 
with  all  their  pomp ;  and  are  frequently  drawn  by  eight  horfes.  On 
the  common  Corfo^  which  is  on  the  quay  called  Chiaia  on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  city,  they  harnefs  only  two  horfes  to  their  carriages.  The  fruit- 
ful fields  that  lie  between  Mount  Vefuvius  and  Capua,  which  are  co- 
vered with  grain,  trees,  and  vineyards,  are  feen  to  the  left  from  the 
Magdalen  bridge.  Virgil,  wifliing  to  defcribe  a  very  fruitful  country, 
thus  fpeaks : 

Ilia  tibi  latis  intexet  vitihtis  ithnos, 
Illaferax  oho  g/?,  illam  experiere  colendo 
Etfacilem  pecori  et  patient  em  vomeris  unci. 
Talem  dives  arat  Capita^  et  vicina  Vefevo 

Orajugo 

ViRG.  Georg.  ii.  22-U 

— — '   whofe  mold  is  clean, 

Well  cloth'd  with  cheerful  grafs,  and  evergreen. 

Is  good  for  olives,  and  afpiring  vines, 

Embracing  hufband  elms  in  am'rous  twines  ; 

Is  fit  for  feeding  cattle,  fit  to  few, 

And  equal  to  the  pafture  and  the  plough. 

Such  is  the  foil  of  fat  Campaniaii  fields,. 

Such  large  increafe  the  land  that  joins  Vefuvius  yields. 

Dryden,  v.  299. 

Near 
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Near  the  city,  on  both  fides,  are  kitchen  gardens  ;  the  fertility  of 
-which  is  enUvening  :  but  you  find  no  trees  among  them.  Thefe  gar- 
dens are  watered  by  a  kind  of  mills,  the  water  for  which  is  fuppiied 
by  the  royal  refervoirs  at  Portici ;  and,  for  the  permiffion  to  ufe  this 
■water,  the  proprietors  of  the  land  are  obliged  to  pay  a  heavy  tax. 

Volatile  and  light  hearted  as  thefe  people  are,  and  addided  to  the 
purfuit  of  pleafure,  they  neverthelefs  cultivate  their  fruitful  fields  with 
great  induftry.  The  foil  of  the  city  is  not  thrown  away  :  for  the 
hufbandmen  very  carefully  gather  it,  and  carry  it  avv^ay  en  loaded 
afles.  The  lands  are  kept  as  free  from  v/eeds  as  in  other  countries. 
That  many  of  the  country  people  are  poor  I  afcribe,  in  part,  to  the  bad 
reo-ulations  here  ;  among  which  I  include  the  tax  paid  for  v/atering 
their  grounds  :  and,  in  part,  to  the  fmall  number  of  landholders  ;  v/'ho 
let  out  fmall  portions  of  their  eftates  for  a  few  years  to  farmers,  vine- 
yard keepers,  or  gardeners.  The  compact  is  made  by  public  auction  ; 
and  it  frequently  happens  that  the  higheft  bidder,  with  all  his  induftry, 
is  a  ruined  man.  It  is  not  fo  much  the  want  of  freedom,  as  has  fo 
often  been  affirmed,  as  the  want  of  more  land  proprietors,  that  princi- 
pally opprefles  the  greateft  part  of  the  country  people. 

Yefterday,  in  order  to  vifit  fome  fhady  places,  we  went  through  the 
Pofilipo  grotto,  along  the  road  tov/ard  Pozzuoli ;  and  already,  on  the 
23d  of  March,  we  repofed  in  flowery  meadows,  under  green  poplars, 
on  the  banks  of  the  lake  Agnano !  Yefterday,  we  already  faw  the 
young  buddings  of  the  walnut  tree  !  Whole  fields  are  fowed  with  a  kind 
of  trefoil ;  which  the  Italians  call  prato.  The  ear  of  this  grafs,  trifo- 
lium^  /pica  ohlonga^  rubra  *,  is  long,  with  a  vivid  red  flower  ;  and  is 
perhaps  more  ornamental  to  meadows  than  any  other.  This  trefoil  is 
here  preferred  to  every  other  kind  of  pafturage.  It  is  already  mowed 
for  the  firft  time.  Our  red,  white,  and  yellow,  trefoils  are  likewife  very 
common  here :  though  the  yellow  trefoil  is  much  larger  here  than  in 
our  country.     The  high  red  trefoil,  like  the  others,  here  grows  wild. 

*  Dktricbs  Pflanzenrcich,  1 775,  2  th.  f.   892. 

In 
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In  dry  foils,  the  plant  does  not  grow  to  a  great  height  ;  but  near  the 
•earth  :  like  the  meUlotus^  with  its  yellow  flower,  the  figure  of  which  it 
much  refembles  :  with  this  difference  that  the  prato  blows  with  a  kind 
of  ear  5  otherwife  you  might  be  inclined  to  call  it  the  red  mdilotus, 

I  yefterday  faw  fweet  peas  (or  vetches)  cut,  that  were  as  high  as  my 
breaft ;  they  principally  ferve  as  fodder  for  cows. 

The  wheat  in  thefe  countries  has  broad  leaves  ;  and  horfes  here,  as 
in  many  parts  of  Germany,  are  turned  to  pafture  in  it,  to  prevent  its 
too  luxurious  growth.  For  the  famo  reafon,  (heep  are  fufFeredto  crop 
its  firft  fhoots. 

Flax  is  now  covered  with  large  buds. 

There  are  fruit  trees  over  all  thefe  fields  :  the  mulberry  already  is 
loaded  with  buds  ;  and  the  apricot,  peach,  and  plum,  are  now  in 
bloom  :  nay  more,  nature  not  only  is  early  in  bloom  but  long  fo  con- 
tinues to  be. 

Orange  and  lemon  trees  are  ftill  covered  with  fruit  :  although  they 
have  been  plucked  through  the  whole  winter.  Here  you  fee  the  ripe 
fruit  ;  and,  at  a  little  diftance,  the  odoriferous  flower. 

The  air  is  aromatic,  and  the  fweetnefs  of  fpring  now  equals  ours  In 
the  month  of  May ;  which  with  us  is  frequently  even  then  repulfed, 
and  fuddenly  checked,  like  the  tender  carefl^cs  of  a  kind  wife,  by  our 
rude  climate. 

Among  the  flowers  of  the  field  which  I  never  faw  before,  I  found 
the  lovely  red  cyclamen  :  likewife  the  yellow,  and  the  red  and  yellow 
cerinlhe  :  or  honey-fuckle  :  which  alfo  blows  wild  in  winter. 

How  many  flowers  might  here  be  enumerated  !  and,  while  wander- 
ing in  this  garden  of  God,  how  often  do  I  regret  my  ignorance  of  Bo- 
tany !  I  forget  no  kind  of  flower,  or  of  tree,  that  I  have  once  feen  ;  and 
I  fliould  lefs  regret  the  ignorance  of  their  names,  did  it  not  prevent  me 
from  communicating  much  of  my  pleafure  to  you. 

Oh  communication,  what  enchantment  is  thine  ;  fince  thou  canfl; 
give  life  to  the  dead  letter  of  a  nomenclature  ! 

Vol.  II.  L  LET« 
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LETTER     LXXV. 

Naples,  5th  April  1792. 

1,  and  my  wife,  on  the  iirfi:  of  the  month,  made  a  fhort  jour- 
ney to  Averfa.  When  we  travelled  from  Rome,  we  made  a  circuit  to 
vifit  the  amphitheatre  of  ancient  Capua,  and  the  aqnedud  of  Caferta, 
and  did  not  pafs  through  Averfa  ;  though  it  lies  on  the  great  high 
road,  in  a  fruitful  country,  and  pleafantly  fituated  among  arable  lands, 
gardens,  and  vineyards. 

This  very  ancient  town  was  founded  by  the  Ofc'i;  who  called  it 
Atella,  The  people  were  famous  for  their  dramatic  produdions, 
which  early  afforded  fuch  great  pleafure  to  the  youth  of  Roine,  that 
they  performed  the  comedies  called  Fabulcz  Atdlana^  themfelves,  for 
their  private  diverfion  ;  nor  would  they  fuffer  them  to  be  degraded 
by  the  ading  of  the  common  players.  According  to  the  teftimony 
of  Livy,  when  thefe  pieces  afterward  came  to  be  performed  like 
others  by  the  adors,  thofe  who  aded  them  enjoyed  a  degree  of  re- 
fped,  which  was  denied  to  the  ordinary  comedians*.  The  latter 
were  exempted  from  the  tribes,  and  from  military  fervice  :  but  not  the 
former.  In  later  times,  the  drama  of  the  Atdlani  degenerated  fo  much 
that  even  Tiberius  accufed  them  of  licentioufnefs  in  the  Senate  ;  and 
a  decree  was  pafled  by  which  they  were  prohibited  in  Italy  f. 

Atella  was  deftroyed  by  the  Barbarians,  who  overran  thefe  countries. 
It  was  rebuilt  by  the  Normans;  and  Guifcard  their  Duke,  by  whom  it 
was  confiderably  enlarged,  gave  it  the  name  of  Averiii :  becaufe  it  was 
creded  as  a  bulwark  againft  Naples. 

It  was  once  more  laid  in  ruins  by  Charles  of  Anjou  :  but  was  foon 
aricrward  once  again  rebuilt. 


« 


Liv.vih  2.  fTac.  Annal.  iv.  14. 


^  Hercj 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  y^ 

Here,  as  is  general  In  the  province  of  Terra  di  Lavoro^  many  people 
live  by  the  culture  of  gardens :  for  which  they  pay  high  rents  to  the 
ground  landlord.  We  went  into  one  of  thefe  gardens  ;  which  was 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  paces  long,  and  two  hundred  broad,  and 
in  w4iich  there  was  a  fmall  houfe,  inhabited  by  a  young  married  couple, 
whofe  whole  wealth  confifted  of  an  afs.  The  yearly  rent  of  thefe  good 
people,  for  this  garden,  v/as  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  Neapolitan 
ducats ;  or  about  a  hundred  and  thirty-four  rix  dollars,  at  the  rate  of 
five  rix  dollars  to  a  piftole. 

The  garden  w^as  full  of  vegetables,  and  fruit  trees,  that  were  then 
in  full  bloom.  Nothing  but  the  pears  and  fennel,  w^hich  is  a  pleafant 
vegetable  and  eaten  raw,  are  brought  to  Naples*  j  the  reft  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  garden  is  fold  in  Averfa. 

As  the  land  in  this  country  is  fruitful  through  the  w^hole  year,  a  gar- 
den like  this  employs  many  day  labourers.  Make  an  eftimate  of  w^ages, 
of  the  maintenance  of  the  tenants,  and  of  the  rent  they  pay  to  the 
ground  landlord,  and  you  w^ill  be  furprifed  at  the  gains  that  proceed 
from  a  garden,  which  is  two  leagues  and  a  half  diftant  from  the  Metro- 
polis. The  gardens  in  the  vicinity  of  Naples  muft  be  ftill  more  pro- 
dudive.  The  road  that  leads  from  Portici  to  the  city  is  always  full  of 
afles  ;  which  are  loaded  with  the  fruits  of  the  garden  as  they  go,  and 
with  manure  as  they  return.  I  faw  to-day  numberlefs  men  going 
to  market,  with  bafkets  full  of  flowers. 

Three  hundred  and  ten  Neapolitan  ducats  are  paid  to  the  King,  by 
a  herdfman,  who  keeps  from  feventeen  to  twenty  cows,  for  permiffion 
to  graze  on  the  charming  banks  of  the  lake  of  Agnano  ;  and,  when  the 
air  begins  to  be  unhealthy  there,  on  fome  other  royal  pafture. 

Let  us  return  for  a  moment  to  the  gardens  of  Averfa,  where  my 
wife  fat  for  fome  hours,  till  the  approach  of  twilight,  among  verdure, 
fiowers,  and  fruits,  fuch  as  arc  the  produce  of  fpring  in  Italy.     We  did 

*  The  text  reads,  *'  Fenchel,   eiti   angenehmes  geinufe  ;"    I  fufped  that  FencheUapfd^ 
which  is  a  fpecies  of  apple,  is  underftood.     T. 

L  2  not 
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not  return,  till  it  was  late  j  and,  in  the  forenoon   of  the  next  day,  flie 
was  delivered  of  my  little  Sibylla  as  eafily  as  a  Neapolitan. 

This  morning,  Erneft,  I,  and  Nicolovius,  took  a  boat,  and  went  to 
the  ifland  of  Nifida  ;  which  is  feparated  from  the  point  of  Pofilipo  by  a 
fmall  found.  This  ifland  is  a  tolerably  high  and  very  fruitful  hill. 
The  olive  is  the  principal  fupport  of  the  inhabitants :  though  they 
likewife  grow  flowers,  and  vegetables.  Pliny  informs  us  that  the  an- 
cients efl:eemed  the  wild  afparagus  of  this  ifland  as  the  befl:.  I  alfo. 
met  with  much  wild  afparagus,  in  the  parts  near  Pozzuoli.  The  fen- 
nel, in  great  quantities,  grows  wild  in  Nifida  :  as  do  many  of  our  gar- 
den flowers.  We  found  the  beautiful  Iris  already  in  bloom  ;  which 
Vofs  fuppofes  to  be  the  Hyacinth  us  of  the  ancients.  We  likewife  met 
with  wild  vines. 

Rabbits  here  are  in  fuch  great  numbers  as  to  be  injurious  to  the  in« 
habitants. 

A  fepulchral  lamp  was  found  here,  in  the  grave  of  a  Roman.  We 
are  told  it  burnt,  and  that  the  light  was  clear,  in  a  glafs  vial,  which  was 
hermetically  fealed ;  and  that  it  was  extinguiflied  the  moment  the 
glafs  was  broken. 

The  Greeks  named  this  ifland  Nefis^  N>;o-i5,  or  little  ifland.  The 
whole  bay  of  Naples,  and  a  part  of  the  bay  of  Gaeta,  may  be  feen  from, 
its  top.  Brutus  remained  here  for  fome  time  after  the  death  of  Cxfarj^ 
and  was  vifited  by  Cicero*. 

*  Cic.  ad  Attic,  xvl.  epift,  L 
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LETTER     LXXVr. 

Naples,  9th  April  1792. 

HIS  day,  I  went  to  Nola,  whlcli  is  fituated  about  two  long 
German  miles  to  the  north  of  Naples,  and  met  with  a  very  fertile  and 
well  cultivated  country ;  fuch  as  is  found  through  all  the  I'crra  di 
Lavoro.  Vegetables  and  corn  grow  intermingled  ;  and  the  field  vine 
winds  hfelf  round  the  poplar,  and  the  mulberry  tree.  This  laft  tree 
is  remarkably  large,  near  Nola.  The  fituation  of  this  little  town  is  de- 
li-htful  ;  efpecially  at  prefent,  amid  the  tender  buds  of  fpring. 

It  is  melancholy  to  meet  with  fo  few  birds  in  Italy :  the  reafon  is  To 
many  of  them  are  fhot.  Each  man  is  ready  with  his  gun  :  even  the 
day  labourer  has  his  loaded  fowling  piece,  Handing  againft  a  tree.  In 
the  market-place  in  Rome,  we  frequently  fee  the  goldfinch,  and  other 
finging  birds,  which  are  purchafed  in  great  quantities  to  eat. 

About  half  a  German  mile  from  Naples,  on  the  road  to  Nola,  are  the 
ruins  of  the  palace  Poggio  Rcale  ;  or  King's  Hill  ;  which  was  inha- 
bited by  Queen  Johanna  the  Second.  She  is  accufed  of  having  con- 
trived a  trap- fall,  in  this  palace.  The  ftory  is  that,  when  flie  was  weary 
of  her  lovers,  fhe  plunged  them  by  this  means  into  the  water  ;  and 
thus  this  cruel,  treacherous,  and  voluptuous,  Queen  endeavoured  at 
once  to  bury  the  fhame  and  the  remembrance  of  guilt  in  this  gulph. 

Fountains  are  met  with  on  both  fides  of  the  way,  between  this  caftle 
and  Naples.  The  high  road,  like  moft  of  thofe  that  I  have  travelled  in 
Italy,  is  very  good.  On  this  fide  of  the  Alps,  you  have  never  any  turn- 
pikes to  pay ;  as  you  fo  frequently  have  in  Germany,  and  in  the 
northern  parts  of  our  country  ;  and  not  feldom  for  roads  that  are  al-^ 
moft  impaflable. 

The  rye  near  Nola  Is  high  in  ear.  This  kind  of  grain  is  fcarce  ia 
Italy :  it  was  probably  firft  introduced  by  the  Emperox  Charles  the 

3  Ei&h» 
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Fifth,     It  is  called  graiio  Germano  ;  or  German  corn  ;  and  the  people 
here,  as  in  France,  mix  the  flower  of  rye  and  the  flower  of  wheat. 

Cluverius  proves  *,  from  a  pafl^age  in  Velleius  Paterculus,  that  the 
town  of  Nola  is  of  elder  date  by  eight-and-forty  years  than  Rome  ;  and 
that  it  was  founded  eight  hundred  and  one  years  before  the  birth  of 
Chrifl:,  and,  according  to  the  fame  Velleius,  by  the  Etrurians. 

Others  fay  it  was  founded  by  the  Greeks ;  from  Chalcis  in  Eubcea. 
Some  fcarce  coins  of  this  town  bear  Greek  infcriptions  ;  and  thefe  coins 
and  the  multitude  of  Grecian  vafes,  which  are  found  here,  equally  de- 
note that  it  has  been  inhabited  by  Greeks.  It  is  only  from  error  that 
the  epithet  of  Elrufcan  vafes  has  been  given  to  veflels,  which  were 
feldom  found  in  Etruria,  but  principally  in  the  fepulchres  of  Grecla 
Magna  and  Slcilia, 

I  faw  a  famous  collection  of  thefe  vafes,  which  was  made  by  Don 
Piedro  Virenzio.  Except  that  of  Sir  William  Hamilton  in  Naples,  it 
is  the  finefl:  coiledion  poflefl^ed  by  any  private  perfon. 

The  vafes  found  in  Nola  are  efl:eemed  to  be  the  mod  beautiful  in 
Italy :  though  thofe  of  Sicily  are  thought  preferable.  The  Romans 
placed  fome  value  on  thefe  vafes  in  the  time  of  Casfar.  Suetonius  in- 
forms us  f  that,  fome  months  before  the  death  of  Cxf  ir,  a  Romifli  co- 
lony, which  had  been  fent  to  Capua,  deftroyed  feveral  tombs  in  order 
to  build  country  houfes  :  which  v^ork,  fays  tne  hiftorian,  they  per- 
formed the  more  diligently  becaufe  they  found  fome  vafes  of  ancient 
work  man  (hi  p. 

In  the  colledion  of  Don  Piedro  Virenzio,  I  fliw  a  particular  kind  of 
earthen  urn,  which  was  entirely  in  the  form  of  a  faddle.  The  corps 
had  been  laid  in  the  hollow,  probably  to  denote  that  it  was  the  body  of 
a  valiant  warrior.  The  horfe-tamer  iV'roi^a.ao?  and  the  horfe-driver 
<7r75-»Aa7»,  are  common  epithets  for  heroes,  among  the  Greek  poets, 
and  particularly  Homer. 

This  town  is  frequently  mentioned,  in  the   Hiftory  of  the  Second 

*  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant.  f  Suet,  in  Vita  Juliij  cap.  i8. 
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Pimic  War.  Ic  was  allied  to  the  Romans  :  and,  after  the  hattle  of 
Canuae,  the  ren:'t-e  and  principal  persons  of  Nola  remained  fait-iifui  co 
their  allies  :  bnt  the  people  inclined  to  the  Carthaginians*.  However 
there  were  not  wanting  fome  of  the  chiefs,  who  cherii]i?d  the  pride  and 
the  hope  of  being  the  allies  of  Hannibal.  Among  thefe  Vv^as  a  cou- 
rageous knight,  Lucius  Bantius  by  name,  who  after  the  battle  of  Ca-i- 
nse  was  found  by  Hannibal  un.ler  beans  of  flain.  The  great  gener.il, 
who  left  no  means  unemployed  that  might  induce  the  people  of  Italy 
to  defert  the  Romans,  caufed  him  to  be  carefully  attended,  and  not  only 
fuifered  him  to  depart  without  ranfom,  but  gave  him  prcfents.  Fro^a 
this  time  Bantius  became  devoted  to  Llannibal,  and  endeavoured  to 
excite  his  fellov/  citizens  to  revolt. 

Marcellus  was  informed  of,  though  he  did  not  appear  to  remark,  the 
intentions  of  thvi  youth  j  and,  calling  him  to  him,  fpoke  in  this  friendly 
manner: 

"  It  appears  that  many  of  your  townfmen  are  unjufl  to  you  ;  for  no 
**  perfon  of  Nola  has  related  to  me  your  noble  warlike  deeds:  but  it 
*^  was  not  pofTible  to  conceal  from  me  the  valour  of  a  man  who  has 
**  fought  in  the  Roman  army.  From  many  of  your  fellow  warriors- 
*'  have  I  heard  what  kind  of  man  you  are  ;  and  how  frequent  and  emi- 
"  nent  have  been  the  dangers  you  have  incurred,  for  the  fafety  and 
'*  dignity  of  the  Roman  people  :  how,  bleeding  and  exhaufted,  you. 
**  were  almoft  crufhed  to  death  under  heaps  of  arms,  horfes,  and  men,. 
"  Continue  worthy  of  yourfelf.  The  praife  and  the  recompenfe  due 
"  to  valour  fhall  be  beftowed  by  me  ;  and  you  fhall  be  taught  that  the- 
*'  oftener  you  are  with  me  the-  greater  fhall  be  the  rewards  and  the 
*'  honours  that  you  fhall  lliare." 

Marcellus  accompanied  thele  kind  words  with  a  prefent  in  money, 
and  a  fine  horfe  ;  and  likewife  ordered  the  lid:ors  to  admit  him,  wheu- 
ever  he  fhould  pay  him  a  vifit. 

f  Liv.  xxiil.  c.  143  15. 
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From  tills  time,  Rome  had  no  friend  more  ferviceable,  or  more  faith- 
ful, than  Bantius. 

Soon  afterward,  the  Romans  and  Carthaginians  came  to  a  battle,  be- 
fore the  rates  of  this  town  ;  in  which  Marcellus  obtained  a  confiderable 

advantage. 

After  the  vidory,  the  Romans  entered  the  town,  iliut  all  the  gates, 
placed  watch  guards,  held  tribunals,  and  decapitated  above  feventy  of 
the  citizens  ;  who  were  convided  of  having  entered  into  a  fecret  cor- 
refpondence  with  Hannibal. 

How  unfortunate  were  thefe  times,  the  falfe  glory  of  which  is  fo 
dazzlin"-  !  Marcellus  was  by  nature  a  benevolent  man  :  but  here  he 
aded  in  conformity  to  the  manners  of  his  age.  The  Grecian  and  Ro- 
man hiftories  are  full  of  ftill  greater  miferies,  inflided  on  places  over 
which  a  vidorious  General  has  fat  as  judge,  armed  with  the  fangui- 
nary  axe.  We  fhudder  while  we  read,  in  Thucydides,  how,  in  the  Pelo- 
ponnefian  war,  in  which  this  hiftorian  took  part  as  a  General,  the 
burghers  of  the  Greek  cities,  that  were  democratically  inclined,  were 
perfecuted  by  the  Spartans  ;  and  thofe  that  favoured  Oligarchy  by  the 

Athenians. 

The  number  of  Greeks  that  were  publicly  fold  as  flaves,  by  Paulus 
jEmilius,  who  like  Marcellus  was  one  of  the  mofl  benevolent  of  the 
Romans,  was  prodigious*. 

A  year  after  this  firft  advantage  over  Fannibal,  Marcellus  again  van- 
quilhed  him,  before  the  gates  of  Nola,  in  a  greater  battle  f  ;  in  which 
the  fortune  of  war  began  to  change.  More  than  five  thoufand  Cartha- 
ginians remained  on  the  field,  fix  hundred  were  made  prifoners,  and 
this  decifive  vidory  did  not  coft  the  Roi-:ans  a  thoufand  men. 

Auguftus  died  in  Nola  ;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  Agrippa,  two  years 
before  him,  expired  there.  He  was  a  great  man,  and  was  worthy  of 
a  better  age.     However  he  merits  our  eileem,  for  having  leflened  the 

*  Plut.  Life  of  iEm,  t  Liv.  xxiii.  c  44' 
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misfortunes  of  his  time.  He  was  a  man  of  a  noble  mind,  and  not 
only  the  friend  of  Auguftus  but  the  friend  of  freedom.  Rome  was 
principally  indebted  to  him,  ^and-to  the  worthy  Valerius  Mellala,  the 
friend  of  Brutus,  for  the  change  that  was  produced  in  Auguftus  ;  who, 
from  a  blood  thirfty  tyrant,  became  a  wife  ruler. 

When  Auguftus  conceived,  or  rather  pretended  to  conceive,  the 
thought  of  reftoring  the  antient  freedom  of  the  republic,  Agrippa  ad- 
vifed  him  to  purfue  this  plan  :  but  Msecenas,  a  man  neither  poftefled 
of  his  wifdom  nor  his  virtue,  advifed  the  contrary.  Yet  was  Maecenas 
in  the  right.  Political  chimeras  are  innumerable :  but  the  moft  chi- 
merical of  all  is  the  proje£l:  of  imagining  that  a  people,  deeply  funk  in 
degeneracy,  are  capable  of  recovering  the  ancient  grandeur  of  freedom. 
Who  tofles  the  bird  into  the  air  after  his  wings  are  clipped  ?  So  far 
from  reftoring  it  to  the  power  of  flight,  it  will  but  difable  it  more. 

It  is  rather  generally  believed  that  bells  were  firft  invented  in  Nola ; 
and  it  is  true  that  the  Latin  name  for  a  bell  is  nola.  Thofe  however 
place  the  period  of  difcovery  too  late  that  afcribe  it  to  Saint  Paulinus, 
who  was  Biftiop  of  Nola  in  the  fifth  century.  He  might  probably  in- 
troduce the  ufe  of  them  in  churches.  Large  and  fmall  bells  were  well 
known  to  the  ancients.  Of  the  latter,  in  the  Mufeum  of  Portici,  I  have 
feen  fuch  as  are  now  ufed  in  mountainous  diftricts,  to  hang  round  the 
necks  of  cattle,  goats,  and  fheep.  Mention  is  made  of  bells  by  the 
Greek  and  Roman  writers ;  and,  among  others,  by  jEfchylus,  and 
Ariftophanes  :  and  iEfchylus  lived  a  thoufand  years  before  Paulinus. 
The  Romans  may  probably  enough  have  procured  their  firft  bells  from 
Nola,  and  therefore  may  have  named  them  after  the  town  :  or  it  is 
not  improbable  that  the  bells  of  Nola  were  diftinguiftiable  by  the  clear- 
iiefs  of  the  found  they  gave. 


Vol.  ir.  M  L  E  T- 
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LETTER     LXXVIL 

Naples,  19th  April  1792. 

KjN  the  14th,  Nicolovius, Erneft, and  myfelf,  went  onboard 
a  felucca  manned  by  eight  feamen.  The  weather  was  fine,  but  the 
wind  was  contrary  ;  and  we  were  three  hours  and  a  half  in  rowing  to 
the  iiiand  of  Procida.  We  paffed  near  the  Pofilipo,  leaving  Nifida  on 
the  right,  and  failed  immediately  under  the  promontory  of  Mifenum. 

Like  all  the  iflands  of  thefe  parts,  Procida  has  a  higli  and  in  general 
a  rocky  fhore.  We  landed  at  the  little  town  of  Procida,  which  we 
found  fwarming  with  people  and  traders.  Tolerably  large  vefTels  are 
built  here  ;  and  the  port  is  in  greater  adlivlty  than  m.ight  hr.ve  been 
expected,  fromfo  fmall  a  place. 

The  iflands  of  Procida  and  Ifchia  were  peopled  by  the  Greeks  of 
Chalcis,  and  Eretria  :  two  towns  of  the  ifland  of  Eubcea,  now  Negro- 
ponte.  Its  name,  Procida,  or  Frocita,  is  either  derived  from  the  word 
:rpy;:^3o-a,  the  projedting,  or  ir^o'^v\cf.,  the  projeded.  It  was  the  opi- 
nion of  ancient  writers  that  it  had  once  been  united  with  Ifchia  ;  which 
they  likewife  called  P/VZ'^a//^?,  JEneriay  2Cii^  Tnarhncs ;  and  that  they 
had  been  feparated  from  each  other  by  an  earthquake. 

This  ifland  formerly  belonged  to  John  of  Procida,  who  lived  in  the 
thirteenth  century  ;  and  who,  after  he  had  fi:irred  up  Spain  and  Con- 
ftantinople,  againfl:  Charles  of  Anjou,  was  the  author  of  the  famous 
confpiracy  againfl  the  French,  in  Sicily  :  the  meafures  of  which  were 
taken  with  fo  much  precaution,  entered  into  with  fuch  wonderful  fe- 
crecy,  and  executed  with  fuch  unheard  of  boldnefs.  The  bell  which, 
on  the  third  day  of  Eafter,  in  the  year  1282,  called  the  people  10  vef- 
pers  was  the  fignal,  through  the  whole  ifland,  for  the  murder  of  the 
French  ;  whofe  paft  exceflTes  could  afford  no  excufe  either  for  maflacre, 
or  for  undiftinguifl:iing  and  univerfal  vengeance.     The   only  man  that 
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efcaped  affaffination,  and  whofe  virtue  well   merited  the  diLlindion, 
was  William  of  Porcelets*. 

Juft  as  we  landed,  we  perceived  a  man  on  an  afs,  in  the  middle  of 
the  market  place.  His  habit  and  appearance  we  thought  comic  :  they 
reminded  us  of  the  gentlemen  bachelors  with  whom  Le  Sage,  in  Gil 
Bias,  and  his  much  greater  mafter,  Cervantes,  in  Don  Quixote,  had 
brought  us  acquainted.  Under  a  veil,  which  to  us  had  fomething  of 
the  ridiculous,  traits  of  the  nobleft  benevolence  were  difcoverable.  The 
people  in  numbers  crowded  round  him  ;  while  he  diftributed  alms  to 
the  poor,  converfed  with  them,  and  appeared  accuftomed  to  bellow 
upon  them  nobler  gifts  :  thofe  of  council  and  remonftrance. 

We  went  up  to  the  royal  caftle,  which  is  fituated  high  above  the 
town,  and  which  pofTelTes  a  fimple  pleafant  garden  ;  where  the  King, 
that  he  may  enjoy  the  country  fports,  has  cover  for  pheafants.  Thefe 
birds  already  are  in  brood  :  though  I  have  feen  finer  in  many  parts  of 
Germany,  and  particularly  in  Bohemia. 

The  pheafants  fly  over  the  whole  ifland  ;  which  has  given  occafion 
to  a  rigorous  and  unjuft  law,  by  which  the  inhabitants  are  forbidden 
to  keep  cats  :  and  rats  and  mice  are  fo  numerous  that  the  very  children 
in  the  cradle  are  not  fafe.  The  afflicCted  people  fent  deputies  to  the 
King,  and  humbly  petitioned  for  the  repeal  of  this  law.  Dogs  like- 
wife  are  now  prohibited  in  the  ifland. 

This  little  country  is  a  garden  ;  fertile  in  fruits  and  vegetables,  and 
exceedingly  populous.  In  the  afternoon,  v/e  went  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  ifland,  and  waited  for  our  felucca  inafmallbay,  betv^een  high  pro- 
montories. The  fl:eep  fliores  here  confift  of  the  tofus^  t^ifit  or  fand 
iione,  are  exceedingly  forked,  craggy,  and  hollow,  and  every  where 
diicover,  along  the  fl:rand,  tokens  of  fiery  waves,  appearances  of  its 
volcanic  origin,  and  fuch  as  confirm  the  opinion  of  the  ancients,  that 
Procida  and  Ifchia  v/ere  once  the  fame  ifland. 

Some  roads,  and  the  fl:reetsof  the  little  town,  are  paved  with  lava. 

*  See  a  note  to  Letter  Ixi.  vol.  i.  p.  473.     T. 
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Procida  is  a  long  German  mile  in  circumference.  Between  the  pro- 
montory of  St.  Margaret  in  Procida,  and  the  iiland  of  Ifchia,  though 
much  the  neareft  to  Procida,  the  high  little  iiland  of  Vivara  is  fituated  ; 
which,  though  uninhabited,  is  cultivated  by  the  people  of  Procida.  The 
King  has  a  hunting  feat  here,  for  the  chace  of  the  hare. 

The  largeft  and  mod  beautiful  of  thefe  iilands  is  Ifchia  ;  which  at 
firft  has  a  gentle  and  then  a  fteep  afcent,  to  the  fummit  of  the  lofty  and 
the  formerly  volcanic  mountain,  Epomeus.  It  is  feen  to  a  great 
diftance  ;  while  its  fantaftic  forms  charm  and  diverfify  the  profped  : 
fo  that  it  appears  to  be  the  centre  of  the  furrounding  paradife  ;  the 
iflands  and  fhores  of  which  feem  to  decorate  and  do  it  homage. 

Ahi^h  rock  rifes  in  the  fea  toward  Procida  ;  v,^hich  is  embelllfhed 
with  a  little  town,  and  many  trees,  and  in  which  the  BlUiop  of  Ifchia 
refides.  On  the  top  of  the  rock  a  ftrong  fortrefs  is  built,  in  which  a 
p;arrifon  is  ftationed,  and  from  which  fortrefs  the  rock  is  called  diftello- 
d' Ifchia:  The  rock  is  conneded  w^ith  the  ifland  by  a  long  bridge  ;- 
which  aids  in  forming  the  haven  of  the  lively  Borgo  d'  Ifchia,  or  fuburbs 
of  Ifchia,  that  are  built  on  the  ifland,  and  fo  called  after  the  fmall  town 
on  the  rock.  The  Borgo  d'  Ifchia  is  v.^ell  built,  and  ftands  immediately 
on  the  fea  Ihore. 

We  arrived  early  enough  to  fee  the  fun  go  down  over  the  Lo.yo  del 
Re  :  or  King's  lake.  Here  there  are  w\arm  baths,  which  are  viiited  hj 
the  principal  people  of  Naples.  Conveniencies  are  wanting  to  this 
place  :  the  houfes  are  few,  and  fmall,  and  the  bathers  muft  bring  their 
own  bathing  veiTels.  The  warm  fpring  runs  into  the  lake  ;  which 
contains  fait  water,  and  is  conneded  with  the  fea,  by  a  canal. 

The  canal  is  provided  with  floodgates  ;  the  openingof  which  into  this 
little  lake,  that  refembles  the  Lucrine  lake  in  its  form,  fupplies  it  from 
time  to  time  with  frefh  fea  water,  and  quantities  of  large  fifh.  The 
King  amufes  himfelf  occafionally  at  this  fifhery. 

There  is  a  broad  bed  of  lava  near  this  lake,  which  in  the  year  1301 
gufhed  out  of  the  foot  of  Epomeus.     Although  five  centuries  have 
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elapfed  fince  the  laft  eruption  from  the  mountain,  the  face  of  the  lava 
is  almofl:  entirely  barren  j  being  thinly  fcattered  with  7naucrpfeffer^'\ 
and  grafs.  The  lava  emitted  by  Mount  Vefuvius,  in  the  year  1767, 
is  already  more  covered  with  vegetation  :  fo  different  is  one  kind  of 
lava  from  another,  and  thus  obfciu-e  are  thefe  annals  of  nature,  when 
their  dates  are  unknown  to  hiftory.  The  remembrance  of  the  defo- 
lating  fire  flill  lives  among  the  iflanders :  the  country  people  relate- 
that  it  deflroyed  a  little  town. 

The  Greek  inhabitants  v^ere  early  terrified  by  thefe  dreadful  pheno- 
mena ;  and,  forfaking  the  ifland,  fettled  on  the  continent,  where  they 
built  the  town  of  Cumae.  A  repofe  of  five  hundred  years  appears  to 
afford  an  affurance  of  fafety,  to  the  people  of  Ifchia  ;  who  now  enjoy 
the  advantage  of  volcanic  countries,  healing  baths,  and  extraordinary 
fertility,  without  the  dread  of  future  deflrudtion. 

On  the  15th,  we  fet  out  early,  mounted  on  afles,  and  rode  fii*ft  to 
Cafamiccia^  the  place  where  the  warm  fprings  are  :  though  there  are 
more  v/arm  fprings  in  the  ifland,  and  of  various  medicinal  qualities- 
There  is  a  large  building  in  Cafamiccia^  the  name  of  which  is  Monte  di 
Mifericordla^  where  fix  hundred  poor  patients  are  annually  relieved, 
bathed,  taken  care  of,  and  fed,  for  a  fortnight  each,  from  a  fund  of  lega- 
cies and  prefents,  that  have  been  beftowed  by  private  perfons.  The  build- 
ing is  large  and  well  conflruded  ;  and  the  court  is  fliaded  by  high  mul- 
berry trees.  The  neceffities  of  the  poor  are  but  too  frequently  ne- 
gleded  :  here  the  cafe  is  otherwife.  The  neceffaries  provided  for  the 
baths  of  the  poor  are  very  much  better  than  thofe  of  the  baths  of  the 
rich  at  the  Lago  del  Re. 

We  again  mounted  our  affes,  and  rode  to  Lacco  :  a  little  town  which 
is  pofTeffed  of  a  port,  in  which  there  is  a  rock,  that  rifes  out  of  the 
waves,  in  the  form  of  a  mufhroom.  Round  the  flalk  of  the  mufhroom 
there  are  large  flones  lying  ;  to  which,  inflead  of  riding  at  anchor,  the 
veffels  are  tied  with  ropes. 

*  Literally,  wall  pepper.     I  cannot  difcover  what  plant  is  meant.     T. 
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We  fpent  our  noon  inFuria  d''  Ifchia;  which  contefts  the  honour  of 
being  the  chief  place  of  the  illand  with  the  Caft elk  d"*  Ifchia,  Furia  is 
fituated  on  the  weft  fide  of  Ifchia,  on  a  cape. 

All  the  places  that  they  call  towns  are  built  on  the  fea  fliore ; 
along  which  we  fometimes  rode,  and  fometimes  left  it  to  pafs  through 
blooming  valleys,  or  over  hills,  from  the  tops  of  which  we  could  again 
fee  the  coaft.  The  ifland  is  charming  in  the  higheft  degree.  Here  a 
far  projeding  rock  is  connected  with  the  land  by  a  flender  cape  ;  and 
there  detached  cliffs  tov/er  above  the  waves.  Each  form  feems  caft 
with  a  bold  yet  playful  hand  ;  and  every  moment  affords  a  various 
profped.  Thefe  heights  are  planted  with  vineyards,  after  the  manner 
of  the  Germans.  In  every  valley,  the  fucculent  vine  entwines  itfelf 
round  the  flender  poplar,  or  cafts  its  arms  over  the  knotty  mulberry 
tree,  and  luxuriantly  fprouts  from  ftem  to  ftera.  Among  them  the 
pulpy  fig  profufely  grows  ;  and  large  plum  and  cherry  trees  are  now 
in  full  bloom.  With  the  aromatic  fweets  of  the  flowering  orange  and 
citron,  the  delightful  odour  of  the  pear  intermingles,  or  the  beautiful 
red  bud  of  the  apple  tree.  .Fruit  of  the  fize  of  a  cherry  already  is  feen, 
on  the  large  apricot  tree  ;  and  the  peach,  like  the  reft,  is  in  bloom. 
The  orange  and  lemon  trees  were  ftill  heavily  loaded,  among  the  deep 
cliffs,  with  ripe  fruit :  while,  as  we  turned,  trees  of  the  very  fame  kind, 
growing  on  the  funny  hills,  regaled  us  with  the  odour  of  their  white 
flowery  branches. 

Different  beauties  will  foon  embellifh  the  ifland  :  for  foon  the  pome- 
granate will  begin  to  blow,  then  the  oleander,  and,  which  is  here 
equally  common,  the  aloe :  the  prickly  plants  of  which  ferve  as 
hedges,  or  grow  wild  in  company  with  the  Indian  fig,  that  rears  its 
branches  among  the  craggy  rocks. 

Never  before  did  I  behold  fuch  varieties  of  bloom  !  Never  before 
was  1  regaled  with  the  aromatic  fweets  of  fo  many  rich  fhrubs  !  Nume- 
rous flowers  fpring  up,  in  this  fortunate  climate,  which  are  rarely  ^^tx\ 
by  us,  or  of  which  we  only  have  a  traufitory  glimpfe  :  flowers  and 
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plants  that  here  are  nonriflied  in  the  bofom  of  a  mild  mother,  and  be- 
friended by  beams  that  animate  but  do  not  fcorch  ;  foftened  as  they 
are  by  the  purenefs  of  the  air,  and  the  cooling  breezes  of  the  fea, 
through  which  they  pafs  ;  and  protected  as  the  fruits  and  flowers  are, 
in  fhady  valleys  and  among  deep  rocky  cliffs,  by  the  fprings  and  rills 
of  which  they  are  watered*  Even  the  wild  red  ranunculus,  which  is 
feen  blowing  through  the  whole  winter  in  Rome,  among  the  ruins  of 
antiquity,  is  ftill  here  in  blow  ;  and  ftill  the  late  primrofe,  and  the 
violet,  are  budding  in  company  with  the  early  rofe. 

Some  few  fmall  fields  only  of  this  ifland  are  allotted  to  grain  :  the 
foil  is  employed  to  greater  advantage  in  the  cultivation  of  vegetables. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  incredibly  populous  little  ifland  have  fcarcely 
any  meadow  land.  The  profitable  afs  relieves  them  from  the  neceflity 
of  breeding  horfes  ;  and  the  abfence  of  the  cow  is  fupplied  by  the  goat, 
which  animal  finds  on  the  luxuriant  aromatic  cliffs  paflure  that  gives 
the  milk  an  excellent  tafte.  The  fheep  feeds  in  company  with  the 
goat.  Of  ducks  and  geefe,  of  which  there  are  few  through  all  Italy, 
I  law  none  in  Ifchia. 

Infome  places,  frefh  water  is  fcarce  ;  and  the  rain  is  collected  in  cif- 
terns,  the  water  of  which  is  ePceemed  in  proportion  to  its  age,  as  it  con- 
tinually becomes  more  pure.  If  I  do  not  miftake,  it  was  in  Furia,  at  leaft 
in  one  of  the  towns,  that  they  recommended  water  which  was  three 
years  old,  as  we  fhould  recommend  wine  for  its  age  :  nor  were  they  mif- 
taken,  for  the  water  was  excellent.  Their  vs^ine  would  be  equally  good^ 
were  ic  equally  long  kept.  It  refembles,  in  colour,  the  dark  madeira  ; 
of  that  kind  which  has  a  call  of  red. 

From  complaifance  rather  than  from  curiofity,  we  fuffered  our  land- 
lord to  take  us  to  a  chapel,  of  the  magnificence  of  which  he  loudly 
vaunted,  it  was  in  truth  rather  rich  than  beautiful,  and  wholly 
incrufted  with  yellow  variegated  marble.  There  is  a  beautiful  fla- 
tue,  of  vs^hite  marble,  in  the  facrifty,  of  Religion,  delicately  veiled. 
Her  cliarming  countenance  is  known  at  the  fnil  glance  5  and  the  decep- 
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tlon  of  art  is  fo  great  that  the  fpedlator  is  almoft  tempted  to  lift  up  the 
veil.  At  tlic  bortom  is  infcribed  Religio  piira  et  wimactdata  :  Pure 
religion  and  undefiled  *.  There  is  a  well  executed  balTo  relievo,  on 
the  pedeftal  ;  which  reprefents  the  leading  of  Eleazer  to  death,  becaufe 
he  refufed  to  difobey  the  command  of  God  f .  The  devout  old  man  is 
exhorting  tlie.Jews,  by  whom  he  is  furrounded.  This  beautiful  ftatue 
is  the  work  of  Giufeppe  Sanmartino;  a  fculptor  of  Naples,  Vvho  is  ftill 
living,  and  by  whom  I  have  feeri  feveral  excellent  performances  in  cue 
of  the  churches  of  Naples. 

The  pidlures  of  this  chapel  are  vile,  except  a  John  the  Baptift,  by 
Vaccari,  of  Naples  ;  which  had  been  prefentedto  the  ovv-ner  of  the  cha- 
pel, by  Sir  William  Hamilton. 

We  were  intending  to  depart,  when  our  guide  infifted  that  we  fhould 
go  with  him  into  a  chamber,  belonging  to  the  chapel.  Adejfo  vi  faro 
veder  un  altra  gahviteria ;  I  will  now  £hew  you  another  mark  of  kind- 
nefs,  faid  he.  We  followed  him,  and  faw  the  owner  of  the  familv 
chapel,  whofe  name  is  Don  Pietro  Regine,  and  who  likewife  performed 
the  office  of  prieft.  Fie  was  in  bed  indifpofed  of  a  cold,  was  a  handfome 
old  man  with  a  mild  countenance,  and  gave  us  a  friendly  reception. 
I  afked  him  whether  he  would  not  do  well  to  vifit  the  baths  of  the 
iiland  ;  and  he  anfwered,  with  the  pride  of  a  good  conftitution,  which 
w^ell  becomes  an  aged  perfon,  "  I  never  take  any  remedy." 

While  we  were  converfmg  with  him.,  the  attendants  opened  a  fhrine ; 
which  was  partly  in  the  bed  chamber,  and  partly  in  another  room,  and 
the  riches  of  which  were  uncommonly  great,  for  a  private  chapel. 
Among  other  valuable  w^orks  in  the  noble  metals,  part  of  which  were 
ornamented  with  precious  ftones,  it  contained  ihree  buils  of  maiTy  filver, 
as  large  as  life. 

The  old  gentleman  took  great  pleafure  in  dlfplaying  all  this  wealth. 
Some  calm  reflections,  introduced  by  our  converfation  on  the  beautiful 
flatue  of  Religion,  deprived  him  of  this  childiih  gratification  ;  but  made 

*  James  i.  27.  f  II  Maccabees  chap.  vi.  18. 
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him  capable  of  one  much  greater  :  "  Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before 
"  God  and  the  Father  is  this  :  to  vifit  the  fatherlefs  and  the  widows  in 
*'  their  affliction,  and  to  keep  himfelf  unfpotted  from  the  world  *." 

I  afterward  learned  that  he  gave  much  away  in  alms  :  but  does  a  de- 
light in  gold  and  precious  ftones,  even  though  confecrated  to  the  church, 
coincide  with  the  ideas  of  pure  religion  and  undefiled  ;  fuch  as  the 
great  apoftle  recommends  ? 

I  was  informed  that  the  produce  of  his  wines  enabled  him  to  incur 
thefe  great  expences. 

We  were  defirous  of  riding  over  the  hill  Epomcus ;  which,  in  the 
Italian  language,  is  called  Epomeo,  The  name  given  it  by  the  people 
of  Ifchia  is  Mottte  di  Sa?iio  Nicolo  :  after  a  monaftery,  that  is  buiit  upon 
it :  which,  abbreviated  in  the  Neapolitan  diale(^,  is  pronounced  Mo?i 
San  Nico ;  likewife  frequently  Saji  Nico.  Our  guides,  proud  of  the 
beauties  of  their  country,  offered  to  take  us  a  pleafant  circuit. 

At  firft,  we  rode  among  garden  walls,  that  were  overarched  by  the 
branches  of  fruit  trees  in  full  bloom.  At  one  moment  we  had  an 
open  profpe<ft  toward  the  land  and  fea ;  and  at  another  rode  up  fteep 
afcents,  which  were  fo  narrow  and  high  that  we  could  pluck  the  blof- 
foms  from  the  trees,  on  every  fide,  from  the  backs  of  our  afles.  Wc 
were  obliged  to  be  careful  of  our  knees  between  the  rocks,  becaufe 
the  affes  were  with  equal  difficulty  driven,  held  back,  or  'guided. 
The  path  frequently  lay  on  the  brink  of  deep  cliffs ;  all  of  which,  like 
the  heights,  were  planted  with  fruit  trees  ;  and  over  high  and  bufhy 
rocks,  where  we  faw  dreadful  gulphs  immediately  by  our  fide.  The 
windings  of  thefe  paths  often  fuddenly  led  to  fteep  places,  that  were 
fo  fmall  as  not  to  appear  capable  of  being  paffed  ;  and  the  rider  is 
obliged  entirely  to  commit  himfelf  to  his  afs. 

Extenfive  profpeCts  frequently  opened  upon  us.  We  faw  the  tower 
of  Sa?i  Augelo  lying  as  it  were  at  our  feet.  This  tower  is  built  on  a 
high  rock,  that  projeds  far  into  the  fea  ;   and  is  connedied  with  the 

*  James,  i   27. 
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ifland  by  a  low  cape.  We  were  long  before  we  had  attained  any  con- 
iiderable  height,  becaiife  we  frequently  again  went  down  deep  declivi- 
ties :  but  now  we  almoft  continually  afcended  dreadful  paths,  that  lay 
between  high  walls  of  the  tufa,  or  fand  ftone,  of  which  the  mountain 
confifts.  We  met  with  fportfmen,  who  were  hunting  the  quail  ;  and 
who  barefooted,  that  they  might  not  ilip,  fprang  light  as  the  goat  over 
the  poiiilied  tufa.  The  dogs  bring  the  birds  that  are  fhot  out  of  ca- 
verns, which  are  impaiTable  even  to  thefe  huntfmen. 

The  upper  part  of  the  mountain  is  rough,  but  Hill  not  deftitute  of 
ilirubs  and  trees ;  among  which  the  llieep  and  goats  wander.  The 
more  dry  and  high  the  foil  is  the  more  powerful  is  the  aromatic  odour 
of  vegetation. 

About  four  hours  and  a  half  after  we  had  left  Furia,  we '  came  to 
the  hermitage  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  ;  which  is  inhabited  by  two 
monks,  and  dug  out  of  the  tufa  between   overhanging  clifFs.     A  her- 
mit, in  the  proper  fenfe  of  the  word,  would  in  fad;  be  fo  diftant  from 
the  habitations  of  men,  and  fo  helplefs,  on  this  naked  rock,  efpecially 
in  cafe  of  ficknefs,  as  to  be  in  great  danger.     A  third  is  come  to  them 
as  a  gueft  ;  but  is  fo  weak  that  he  cannot  undertake  a  journey  to  the 
monaflery  in  the  valley.     He  fits  almoft  continually  either  before  the 
church  door  or  in  the  church.     He   fcarcely  feemed  to  mark  our  ap- 
proach, and  fpoke  only  when  he  was  queftioned  ;  but  anfwered  with 
kindnefs  and  ferenity.     He  told  Nicolovius  that  he  was  born  in   the 
year  1 706  ;  from  whom  he  learned  the  date   of  the  prefent  year,  and 
thence  difcovered  that  he  was  eighty-fix  years  of  age.     He  is  by  birth 
a  Palatine,  but  has  almoft  forgotten  our  mother  tongue. 

Toward  evening  the  fky  became  obfcured,  and  deprived  us  of  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  the  fun  go  down.  Black  clouds,  riding  eaftward, 
received  the  deep  fhadows  of  the  craggy  mountain  on  which  we  Rood, 
and  difplayed  their  forms.  Under  them,  we  diftinguifhed  the  other 
iflands,  with  their  coafts.  The  fea  and  the  fky  imperceptibly  loft 
themfelves  in  each  other ;  which   is  an  appearance  more  common  to 
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thefe  countries  than  it  is  to  any  other  countries  and  feas  that  I  have 
vifited.  Sometimes  you  difcover  a  fhip,  in  a  place  which  before  you 
had  fuppofed  to  be  the  fky  ;  and  at  others  a  rainbow,  where  you  had 
imagined  that  it  was  the  fea  you  faw. 

On  the  1 6th,  the  fun  rofe  behind  clouds  :  yet  the  profpedl  of  the 
diftant  places  was  very  beautiful.  Our  view  extended  from  the  iHand 
of  Ponza,  nay  from  Monte  Dragone  with  all  the  intervening  feas  and 
fhores,  to  Monte  Cava  ;  which  towers  beyond  the  cape  of  Sorento. 
This  profpe^b  every  inftant  increafed  in  grandeur,  as  the  clouds  gradu- 
ally receded  before  the  rifmg  fun. 

We  now  thought  proper  to  return,  and  proceeded  bv  the  fhorteft 
road  to  Borgo  d^ Ifchia.  We  found  the  way  by  no  means  fo  difficult 
as  from  Furia  d' Ifchia  to  the  monaftery  ;  though  no  lefs  rich  in 
fcenery.  At  firft,  we  frequently  again  rode  among  deep  valleys  ;  or 
rather  verdant  and  leafy  patches  of  the  mountain  ;  which  appear  to 
have  been  produced  by  eruptions  of  fubterranean  fire,  and  earthquakes. 
Of  the  former  they  have  feen  no  appearance,  fmce  the  great  eruption 
in  1501  :  but  earthquakes  are  not  unfrequent.  One  of  the  monks, 
who  had  inhabited  the  mountain  eight-and-thirty  years,  told  us  that 
about  once  in  four  or  five  years  fhocks  were  felt  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  mountain :  but  they  did  no  damage.  During  the  laft  month  the 
mountain  was  fix  times  fhaken,  by  confiderable  heavings. 

The  rude  upper  regions  as  we  defcended  foon  became  mild  ;  and  more 
than  half  of  the  way  nature  again  was  decorated  in  all  her  fmiles.  The 
nightingale  fang  from  the  thick  fhady  groves  of  tall  young  chefnut  trees 
on  the  right,  by  the  fide  of  which  a  rivulet  murmured.  On  the  left  were 
groves  of  poplar,  tall  cherry  trees,  mulberry  trees,  and  fruits  of  every  kind; 
with  little  corn  fields,  and  kitchen  gardens.  The  rye  was  already  beginning 
to  ear.  Among  the  budding  branches,  Vv^e  difcovered  the  fea,  the  illands, 
and  their  fliores :  thofe  ifiands  and  thole  fliores  where, beyond  Procida,  the 
Pofilipo  extends  itfelf ;  and  beyond  the  Pofilipo  the  low  cape,  at  the  end 
of  which  the  high  promontory  of  Mifenum  rifes ;    afiording  beauties 
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of  lineal  perfpedive,  fach  as  are  feldom  feen.  And  wliere  is  the  man, 
who  has  not  vifited  Italy,  that  can  imagine  all  the  effecls  of  aerial  per- 
jpective  which  are  proper  to  this  country  ?  A  tender  etherial  mift  fwims 
before  the  eye  and  cafls  an  enchanting  veil  over  every  objed :  particu- 
larly over  the  fea,  its  fliores,  and  iflands  :  communicating  charms  to 
them  which  are  neither  to  be  defcribed  nor  forgotten.  This  fafcinating 
veil  deferves  the  rather  fo  to  be  called  becaufe  it  embelliilies  every 
thing,  and  conceals  nothing.  It  even  brings  objeds  nearer,  and  de- 
liehts  the  eve  with  the  foftnefs  of  its  ihades.  Never  before  could  I  fee 
to  fo  great  a  diftance  as  in  this  country  ;  where  every  near  and  diftant 
objeG;  appears  fo  magical. 

About  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  two  hours  after  we  had  departed 
from  the  top  of  the  Epomeo,we  again  arrived  2i\.  Borgo  d' Ifchia. 

There  is  a  poft  felucca,  that  daily  pafTes  between  thefe  towns  and 
Naples.  Whoever  fhould  be  averfe  to  a  fea  voyage,  w^hich  may  laft 
from  eight  to  ten  hours,  may  pafs  from  Naples  to  Capo  M'ife?io  by  land. 
You  ferry  over  to  Procida,  crofs  this  ifland,  and  again  take  boat  from 
thence  to  Ifchia.  The  people  of  Ifchia  call  this  kind  of  travelling  going 
by  land  ;  although  you  are  twice  obliged  to  crofs  the  water.  This 
mode  of  expreffion  made  a  paflage  in  the  Odyfley  intelligible  to  me, 
w^hich  had  excited  the  ridicule  of  many  a  fagacious  critic.  In  the  fix- 
teenth  book,  Telemachus  thus  queftions  his  father  : 

Yloiri  yap  vi/v  ovj^o,  ttuts^  ^jXe,  vw  az  vauroti 

'Hyayov  eij  i^amv;  tivej  ijx^svai  Buxifouirro -y 

'Ou  fiEv  yoc^  T*  (Ti  TTSTOv  oiofjtat  iy^aV   'iKea^at. 

HOM.  Od.  Xvi.  222> 

What  (hip  tranfported  thee,  O  father,  fay. 

And  what  bleft  hands  have  oar'd  thee  on  the  way  *  ? 

PoPEjb.  xvi.  246. 

Telemachus  knew,  as  well  as  any  critic,  that  a  man  could  not  come 

*  A  line  is  here  omitted,  in  Pope*s  tranflation.     Telemachus  adds  «  It  was  impoffibk 
"  thou  Ihould'ft  come  hither  on  foot,"    T. 
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to  an  Ifland  on  foot :  but  the  word  vreroi  likewife  denoted,  after  the  cuf- 
toin  of  the  country,  no  doubt,  a  traveller  who  came  from  Peloponnefus 
over  the  iflands  of  Zacinthus  and  Same  to  Ithaca. 

The  paiTage,  and  perhaps  in  a  flat  bottomed  veffel,  was  frequent  be- 
tween Cephallenia  in  Peloponnefus  to  Ithaca.  In  fuch  a  veflel  Phi- 
ioetias,  who  had  been  placed  by  Ulyfles,  while  yet  young,  over  his  herds 
in  Cephallenia,  ufed  to  pafs ;  and  take  with  him  the  cows  and  goats  to 
the  fuitors  of  Penelope. 

From  the  firm  land  they  came  ;  by  boatmen  brought, 
Whofe  wherries  are  with  trav'lers  daily  fraught*. 

After  my  return  from  Sicily  I  remained  fome  weeks  in  the  ifland  of 
Ifchia,  and  fent  feveral  mefl^engers  by  land  to  Naples  :  that  is,  what  is 
called  by  land,  over  Procida  and  Capo  Mifeno. 

The  wind  was  unfavourable  for  a  paflTage  to  the  ifland  of  Capri  ; 
but  the  boatmen  repeated  an  afl^ertion  they  had  made  the  evening  be- 
fore, that  it  would  change  about  noon.  Their  predidion  was  actually 
fulfilled  :  for  the  winds  in  thefe  countries,  at  leafl:  during  fummer,  are 
not  fo  irregular  as  in  ours.  It  was  pafl:  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  when 
we  again  took  boat,  and  cafl:  many  a  look  of  regret  from  the  felucca 
toward  the  paradife  of  Ifchia  ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  had  afforded 
us  great  fatisfadion.  They  are  a  well  made  people  ;  and,  among  the 
women,  you  meet  with. fome  very  fine  faces.  Their  manners  too  are 
kind  and  animated  ;  and  in  the  exprefllive  pantomime  of  look,  attitude^ 
and  gefliiculation,  they  are  not  inferior  to  the  inhabitants  of  Naples. 

The  wind  was  with  us  :  but  there  was  fo  little  of  it  that  the  men 
were  obliged  to  take  to  their  oars,  and  we  were  three  hours  and  a  half 

*  Pope's  tranflation  is  too  free  for  the  author's   purpofe  :  it  ic  therefore,   neceflary  to 
tranflate,  as  above,  rather  more  literally.     T. 
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oa  the  fea  between  the  two  iflands.  When  we  had  accompliflied  the 
beft  half  of  our  pafT.ige,  the  boatmen  fuddenly  threw  down  their  oars 
and  began  to  whiftle.  The  good  people  were  deiirous  of  affording  us  an 
unexpected  fight ;  and  they  were  fuccefsful  in  their  attempt.  A  quan- 
tity of  dolphins  came  round  us,  and  rofe  out  of  the  water,  with  curv- 
ing bounds,  very  near  to  our  veffel.  This  fped:acle  continued  a  confi- 
derable  time,  and  we  faw  many  coming  at  a  diftance.  Several  of  them 
raifed  their  bodies  out  of  the  fea  but  a  few  paces  from  us,  with  an  ex- 
preflion  of  curiofity  :  a  pofition  which  it  appeared  they  could  only  ob- 
tain by  a  higher  bound  than  ufual,  and  which  they  could  but  preferve 
for  a  moment.  One  of  the  boatmen  unfeafonably  dafhed  the  water 
-with  his  oar  ;  and  from  that  inftant  they  forfook  our  company,  although 
we  continued  to  whiftle. 

You  fee  that  the  fable  of  Arlon,  whofe  fong  colleded  the  dolphins 
around  him,  is  not  entirely  without  foundation. 

None  of  the  iflands  which  we  law  on  our  paffage  had  fo  wild  an  ap- 
pearance as  that  of  Capri ;  whofe  fhores  and  fummit  were  fteep,  rocky, 
^nd  cragged.  The  Greeks  called  it  Capr'ia^  Capre<^^  and  Capria  :  the 
Romans  Capr^.  Auguflus  delighted  in  this  ifland,  and  exchanged 
the  much  greater  ifland  of  Ifcliiafor  it,  with  the  Neapolitans  :  becaufe, 
■being  very  credulous,  he  was  perfuaded  that  a  fickly  oak  which  he 
thought  had  increafed  in  ftrength  fince  his  arrival,  w^as  a  good  omen*, 
A  fliort  time  before  his  death,  he  pafled  four  days  in  this  ifland,  and 
was  very  much  delighted  :  taking  great  pleafure  in  a  fport  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  manners  of  the  country,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
are  ftill  very  lively,  was  praClifed  by  the  youth.  He  encouraged  and 
even  took  pleafure  in  their  jocularity,  and  was  amufed  by  their  man- 
ner of  fnatching  and  eating  their  fruits.  His  ftepfon  and  fucceflx)r, 
Tiberius,  chofe  this  beautiful  ifland  as  the  fecret  fcene  of  his  deteftable 
debaucheries.  As  it  is  with  freedom  fo  it  is  with  folitude  ;  it  ennobles 
none  but  the  noble:  it  increafes  the  vice  of  the  vicious.     Tiberius  re- 


*  Suet,  In  Vita  061.  c.  92  and  98. 
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figned  hlmfelf  In  this  folitude  to  his  lufts  and  his  mifanthropy ;  and 
here  devifed  tlie  moft  fcandalous  pracftices,  and  the  moft  languinary 
cruelties.  Negleding  the  affairs  of  the  empire,  he  omitted  the  defence 
of  important  places  ;  and  fuffered  whole  provinces  to  be  ravaged  by 
the  enemy  unchafiifed*. 

The  air  of  this  ifland,  like  that  oflfchia,  is  very  healthy;  which,  in- 
addition  to  its  deep  fhores,  induced  him   to  choofe  it  as  his  place  of 
abode.     Such  at  leaft  is  the  opinion  of  Tacitus,  that  deep  enquirer  into 
the  motives  and  adions  of  menf  :  for   this  ifland  is  only  acceflible  in 
two  places  ;  and,  as  may  be  feen  in  Suetonius,  only  in  one  in  his  time  ; 
and  even  there  for  none  but  fmall  veffels. 

I  am  indebted  to  my  friend  Puccini  for  a  thought  which  appears  to 
me  very  probable.     This  intelligent  man,  who  feels  with  all  the  ardour 
of  a  poet  and  reads  with  all  the  acumen  of  a  hiftorian,  conceives  this 
choice  of  Tiberius  to  have  been  deeply  political.    From  this  hiding  place, 
where  the  gloomy  tyrant  had  concealed  hlmfelf  from  the  eyes  and  ob- 
fervation  of  the  citizens  by  whom   he  was  hated,   he   overlooked  the 
fea,  kept  the  fleet  v;hich  lay  at  Mifenum  in  awe,  faw  the  fhips  arriving 
that  came  from  Egypt,  Barbary,  and  Sicily,  which  fupplied  Rome  with 
corn,  and,  by  iffuing  his  orders,  could  have  famiflied  the  city.     How 
defirable  was  fuch  a  fituation  for  Tiberius;  who  was  not  a  driveller,  like 
Claudius,   nor  a  frantic   monfter,  like  Caligula,  Nero,  and  Domitian ; 
but  a  capacious  plotting  tyrant,  who  reduced  defpotifm  to  a  fyftem,  and 
whofe  well   combined  projects  were  beyond  the  abilities  of  his  fuc- 
ceffors.     For  this  reafon,  though  the  Romans  of  his  age  endured  their 
chains  lefs  patiently  than  in  following  generations,  yet  he  efcaped  the 
£ate  of  thofe  odious  wretches,  and  died  in  his  bed. 

We  landed  at  a  village,  which  was  fltuated  between  projecting  cliffs 
in  a  verdant  and  produdive  valley  ;  to  which  the  furroundlng  terrors 
of  the  rocks  gave  additional  charms.     Here,  as  in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia, 

*  Suet,  in  Vita  Tib.  c,  40—45,  and  60.  f  Tac  An.  iv.  cap.  i6. 
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are  fhady  groves  and  gardens  ;  and  here  too  the  air  is  rendered  odori- 
ferous, by  fhrubs,  fruits,  and  flowers. 

1  faw  feveral  flowers  with  which  I  w^as  unacquainted,  and  found  the 
double  red  anagallis ;  which  is  very  plentiful  with  us,  except  that   it 
is  fingle.     We  afcended  a  fteep  road  to  the  little  town  of  Capri,  in 
hopes  of  finding  aflTes,  and  of  this  evening  vifiting  the  ruins  of  one  of 
the  palaces  of  Tiberius  :  but  thefe  hopes  were  deceitful. 

Though  late,  we  v/alked  on  the  fea  ftiore  ;  and  found  the  ftrand  co- 
vered w^ith  multitudes  of  round  pebbles,  and  very  frequently  among 
them  circular  pieces  of  white  marble,  poliflied  by  the  waves.  The 
rocks  on  the  fliore  form  arches,  and  projeding  cliffs  ;  one  of  which  foon 
fet  limits  to  our  walk.  We  found  corals  among  the  flints  on  the  ftrand. 
It  being  dark,  we  faw  the  glowing  lava  of  Vefuvius  ;  which  rifes  im- 
mediately oppofite  to  Capri. 

Early  on  the  17th,  we  began  our  ride  up  high  fteps,  by  gardens, 
which  brought  us  into  narrow  paths,  that  led  among  blooming  trees 
and  fmall  fields,  till  the  country  became  more  rude  :  yet  only  more  in 
comparifon  with  the  pleafant  places  through  which  w^e  had  paiTed.  We 
faw  the  barley  in  full  ear.  The  higher  parts  through  which  we  rode 
were  embellifhed  with  a  beautiful  pyramidal  ornithogalum,  the  flower  of 
v;hich  has  fix  white  leaves,  with  a  tender  purple  line  in  the  middle. 

Large  foundations  remain  of  the  palace  of  Tiberius  ;  with  halls,  and 
ruins  of  two  pillars.  A  hermit  now  lives  near  the  chapel  of  Santa  Ma- 
ria, in  a  place  which  was  once  the  abode  of  the  ruler  of  half  the  world. 
Here  we  had  the  grandefl:  and  mofl:  enchanting  fea  profped:  that  I  had 
ever  beheld.  We  overlooked  the  whole  bay  of  Naples,  lying  between 
the  two  much  greater  bays  to  which  Gaeta  and  Salerno  give  their 
names.  Beyond  this  is  the  promontory  of  Licofa  ;  and  farther  than 
that  the  hill  of  Circe  ;  which  are  at  leaf!  five-and-twenty  German  miles 
diftant  from  each  other  :  but  the  beauty  of  the  furrounding  objeds  is 
£)f  much  greater  value  than  their  diftance. 

The  view  of  the  bay  of  Salerno  is  even  more  enchanting  than  the 
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views  of  the  two  other  bays.  The  fhores  which  it  prefents  are  lofty; 
and  on  each  fide  of  them  are  feen  fixteen  or  feveuteen  ridges  of  moun- 
tains, one  behind  the  other.  The  promontory  of  MalTa  towers  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  ifland  of  Capri ;  from  which  it  is  only  about  half  a 
German  mile  diftant.  Beyond  the  fhores  of  the  two  other  bays  the 
lofty  Apennines  rife. 

Leaving  this  place,  we  rode  to  the  fouth  eaft  part  of  tlie  Ifland  ;  where 
we  alighted  from  our  afles  and  climbed  a  fteep  footpath,  and  then 
made  as  fteep  a  defcent  through  a  cavity  formed  by  the  arching  rocks, 
that  led  to  a  grotto,  in  which  we  met  with  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  build- 
ing. One  of  the  palaces  of  Tiberius  doubtlefs  was  here.  This  might 
probably  be  one  of  the  places  where,  according  to  the  narrative  of  Sue- 
tonius, he  delivered  himfelf  up  to  the  moft  hateful  lafcivioufnefs,  among 
cragged  rocks  and  caverns.  The  recolledion  of  this  monfter  afTociates 
itfelf  with  the  folemn  gloom  of  the  wonders  of  the  fcene.  From  this 
rocky  hall  there  is  a  profpedt  toward  the  fea.  In  the  blue  diftance,  on 
the  left,  lies  a  part  of  the  fhores  of  the  bay  of  Salerno  ;  and,  to  the 
right,  the  neighbouring  rocks,  projecting  and  overhanging  each  other. 
You  cannot  fee  the  fky,  and  can  only  difcover  a  part  of  the  fea,  -vifibly 
enclofed,  lying  deep  below  you,  and  of  a  dark  blue  colour. 

Our  guides  called  thefe  caverns  Grotta  di  Matrimon.  We  are  in- 
formed, by  Tacitus,  that  Tiberius  built  twelve  great  palaces  on  this 
ifland.  Suetonius  calls  one  of  thefe  palaces  the  villa  of  Jupiter  ;  from 
v/hich  Lipfius  conjedures  that  the  tv/elve  great  palaces  were  dedicated 
to  the  twelve  fuperior  deities.  According  to  this  not  improbable  fup- 
pofition,  thefe  ruins,  to  which  the  people  have  applied  the  word  Ma- 
trimon^ may  have  been  a  building  dedicated  to  the  mother  of  the  Gods: 
or  the  great  Mother:  Matri  deonim,  vel  Matrl  Magiic^e :  that  is, 
Cybele* 

Large 

*  Among  the  plates  engraved  for  this  work,  there  is  one  of  this  Grotto ;  after  an  ex- 
cellent drawing  by  Profeffor  Rehberg,  now  living  in  Rome,  to  whom  my  thanks  are  due. 
Vol.  II.  O  '  I  hope 
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Lar^^e  remains  of  refervoirs,  anJ  mofalc  fiooring,  are  foun^  on  the 
fouth  li'Je  of  the  iilund.  People  v/ere  employed  there  in  the  fe^ich  of 
antiquities,  at  the  expence  of  a  principal  perfon  of  Naples.  Their  fu- 
pcrintendant  relates  that  pillars  and  other  valuable  antiquities  have 
been  found,  but  no  ftatues  :  probably,  this  was  a  winter  palace  of  i  i- 

berius. 

The  people  of  this  ifland  are  lively,  and  full  of  p;efticulation ;  like 
'  thofe  of  Ifchia.  An  old  woman  was  raifed  to  a  kind  of  comic  rapture 
at  the  freih  coloured  cheeks  of  my  fon,  and  at  his  flaxen  h-iir.  S  -e 
danced  round  and  round  him,  threw  her  arms  in  the  air,  and,  as  Ihe 
had  no  caftagnetts,  flie  loudly  fnapped  her  fore  linger  and  thumb, 
with  quick  emotion,  and  fang,  as  if  half  infpired  or  half  crazy,  ^lanto 
e  bdllo  !  Sopra  hello  I  Sotto  hello !  Tutto  hello  !  0  quanto  hello  !  How 
beautiful  he  is  !  Beautiful  above  !  Beautiful  below  !  Beautiful  every 
where  1    Oh  how  beautiful  1 

It  appears  every  where  common  with  the  people  of  thefe  countries, 
when  they  dance  with  palTion,  to  throw  up  their  arms ;  and  dancing 
frequently  communicates  paffion,  and  paflion  frequently  makes  them 
dance.  I  once,  in  Naples,  faw  one  v^roman  very  angry  with  another. 
After  a  torrent  of  abufive  language,  fhe  fuddenly  began  to  throw  up 
her  arms,  and  dance.  One  of  the  ancients  fomewhere  mentions  the 
terrible  Graces.  She  capered  with  the  intoxication  of  a  Bacchante, 
now  made  a  fpring,  remaining  in  the  fame  place,  but  rifmg  upward 
with  unconquerable  ftrength,  then  flew  with  incredible  fwiftnefs  to  the 
extremity  of  the  circle  formed  by  the  crowding  fpedators,  again  fhot 
like  an  arrow  from  a  bow  to  the  other  fide ;  flew  back,  flopped  for  an 
inftant  with  her  inflamed  countenance  in  full  play,  exhaufted  her  gall 
in  a  new  torrent  of  abufe,  and  again  began  her  dance. 

In  our  rude  northern  climates,  the  limbs  are  not  fo  fupple,  the  blood 
is  not  fo  hot,  the  paflTions  are  not  fo  inflammatory. 

I  hope  to  fee  many  of  the  beautiful  landfcapes  of  this  German  artift  made  known  to  his 
countrymen,  by  the  means  of  engraving.     He  labours  with  uncommon  afliduity,  and  con 
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The  lefs  lively  infant,  in  conformity  to  our  manners,  is  early  fub- 
jedled  to  incapacitating  reftraint.  The  common  people  are  too  fre- 
quently injured  by  labour,  and  by  contention  with  the  angry  elements; 
and  the  injuries  are  increafed  becaufe  the  rudenefs  of  the  climate 
increafes  the  number  of  their  wants,  and  the  inceflant  feverities  of  their 
induftry.  Thofe  who  are  not  enfeebled,  but  rendered  hardy,  become 
ftifF  and  unwieldy :  at  lead  if  compared  to  the  agility  and  animation  of 
the  fouth.  Our  bodies,  lefs  pliant,  and  impelled  by  juices  lefs  ardent, 
bend  flowly  to  the  will ;  and  do  not  harmonize  with,  do  not  participate 
of,  the  ardent  foul  of  quick  fenfibility  ;  like  the  playful  inhabitants  of 
thefe  climates.  Our  geftures  and  our  attitudes  may  be  faid  to  flutter, 
compared  to  the  geftures  and  fpeaking  attitudes  of  the  Italians  ;  whofe 
every  motion  is  a  word. 

Our  rolling  national  dance  cannot  be  faid  to  pidure  the  emotions  of 
the  mind.  It  is  no  more  than  the  expreflion  of  a  thought,  or  rather  of 
an  inclination  :  yet  it  is  expreffion,  and  therefore  more  animated 
than  the  cold  Englifh  dance  ;  and  more  natural  than  the  capricious, 
regulated,  mazes  of  the  French,  which  kind  of  dance,  in  reality,  is  as 
void  of  meaning  as  the  Englifli.  Nor  has  it  much  more  animation : 
though  it  has  more  of  the  imitation,  the  appearance  of  mirth;  and 
this  imitation  communicates  the  femblance  of  jocularity,  to  youth. 
Variety,  precifion,  and  the  foul  of  expreflion  arc  not  difcoverable,  by 
me,  ill  any  of  thefe  dances  :  nor,  till  I  came  to  Italy,  had  I  any  idea  of 
the  dance  of  the  Greeks ;  which  was  made  a  ferious  part  of  the  edu- 
cation of  their  noble  youth. 

Not  that  I  have  feen  any  dances  in  Italy  evidently  intended  for 
moral  purpofes ;  but  they  are  full  of  expreflion,  full  of  life,  and  of 
creative  faculties ;  and  they  appear  to  prove  that  there  is  no  exag- 
geration in  the  accounts  given  us  of  the  moral  attention  paid  to  the 
art  of  dancing  and  of  its  dignity. 

For  this  reafon  the  art  was  fo  highly  honoured  by  the  Greeks  of  the 

O  2  earlieft: 
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earlieft  ages.     Homer   celebrates  Meriones  for  having  been   a  good 
dancer  ;  and,  in  another  place,  he  fays, 

'Ax^&>  f/.ev  yap  k^coKe  Seoj  •Ko'f^tfj.riicx,  If y«, 

HoM.  11.  xlii.  730,  31. 

To  fome  the  powers  of  bloody  war  belong, 

To  fome  the  dance,  the  lyre,  the  charms  of  fong  *. 

Pope,  b.  xiil.  915. 

Socrates  was  not  afliamed  of  exercifing  himfelf  in  dancing  ;  and 
hifiory  has  preferved  the  name  Calliphron,  the  dancing  mafter  of  the 
ereat  Epaminondas.  An  ancient  poet  has  exhibited  even  the  Zeus 
dancing  : 

In  the  midft  of  them  danced  the  father  of  the  gods  and  men. 

The  dance  conftituted  a  part  of  the  mufic  of  the  ancients  :  for  this 
mufic  included  both  poetry  and  dancing.  It  was  the  gymnaftic  of  the 
foul :  for,  as  the  body  was  rendered  more  fupple  and  powerful  by  it,,  fo 
was  the  harmonic  concord  of  the  foul  the  great  end  of  mufic.  The 
arts  of  intonation  and  of  dancing  were  very  frequently  conneded  with 
lyric  poems :  at  leaft  with  fuch  kind  of  poems  as  confift  of  llrophe, 
antiftrophe,  and  epode.  Among  the  odes  of  Pindar,  we  find  fome 
the  ftrophe  and  antiftrophe  of  which  each  confift  of  feventeen  verfes  ; 
and  the  epode  of  thirteen. 

By  this  union  of  poetry,  mufic,  and  dancings  and  only  by  this,  was 
the  ear  of  the  auditor,  who  was  likewife  a  fpedator,  enabled  to  con- 
ceive the  exifting  harmony  between  the  ftrophe  and  the  antiftrophe, 
and  the  connection  of  both  with  the  epode,  and  to  enjoy  them  ;  but 
not  without  the  aid  of  the  eye.     I  conjedure  that  the  dance,  which 

*  1  have  again  been  obliged  to  vary  from  Pope.    T. 

was 
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was  accompanied  by  the  fong  of  the  dancer,  did  not  confifl  in  Springs 
ana  bounds  ;  but  meafured  fleps,  regulated  by  the  mufic,  and  accompa- 
nied by  geflicuiation  of  the  arms.  During  the  fong  of  the  ftrophe,  the 
dancers  turned  from  the  eaftto  the  weft,  returned  with  the  antiftrophe 
from  the  weft  to  the  eaft,  and  ftood  ftill  while  the  epode  was  fung» 
It  may  eafily  be  conceived  that,  animated  as  the  Greek  rhythmus  is, 
its  harmonic  conned.ion,  during  the  vaft  circuit  if  I  may  fo  fay  of  the 
rhythmic  period,  would  have  efcaped  the  ear,  had  not  union  and  ex- 
preftion  been  communicated  by  mufic  and  dancing  j  of  which  we  per- 
haps can  only  form  a  very  inadequate  idea. 

The  greater  the  effecls  that  were  produced  upon  thefe  people,  by 
dancing  and  muiic,  the  more  natural,  wife,  and  neceflary,  it  w^as  ta 
limit  them  by  determinate  rules.  This  was  at  leaft  the  cafe  in  fome 
republics,  that  were  fubjed;  to  the  Doric  laws.  By  fuch  means  only 
could  mufic,  like  the  gymnaftic  exercifes,  be  capable  of  moral  worth  : 
as  it  would  otherwife  have  been  injurious  to  the  too  inflammable  paf^ 
fions.  Dancing  was  combined  with  mufic,  and  poetry  with  both^  in 
the  moft  ancient  ages  of  the  eaftern  nations.  We  find,  in  the  contents 
or  titles  of  many  of  the  plalms,  not  only  the  inftrument,  by  which  tha 
pfalm  was  accompanied,  defcribed,  but  likewife  the  number  of  ths 
ft;rings  of  this  inftrument. 

When  the  royal  poet  caufed  the  ark  to  be  removed  from  the  houfa 
of  Abinadab,  in  Gibeah,  "  David  and  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  played 
"  before  the  Lord  on  all  manner  of  inftruments,  made  of  fir  wood, 
"  even  on  harps,  and  on  pfalteries,  and  on  timbrels,  and  on  cornets, 
"  and  on  cymbals  *." 

And  again,  when  after  three  months  the  ark  of  God  was  brought 
from  the  houfe  of  Obed  Edom,  the  Gittite,  into  the  city  of  David, 
that  "  David  danced  before  the  Lord  with  all  his  might ;  and  David 
**  was  girded  with  a  linen  ephod.     So  David  and  all  the  houfe  of 
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"  Ifrael  broiiglit  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord  with  Ihouting,  and  with  the 
•'  found  of  the  trumpet  *.'* 

Why  fnould  I  recaU  to  your  recolledion  things  fo  well  known  as  the 
warlike  Pyrrhic  dances  of  the  Greeks,  or  thofe  of  their  banquets  ? 
You  likewife  know  how  Hippoclides,  the  Athenian,  who  was  one  of 
the  luitors  of  Agarifta  the  daughter  of  Clifthenes,  the  tyrant  of  Sicyon, 
had  almoft  won  the  palm,  vAien  all  his  hopes  w^ere  killed  by  immodefty 
in  dancing.  Clifthenes  withheld  his  difapprobation  even  when  the 
youth  flood  on  his  head  on  a  table  :  but,  as  foon  as  in  this  pofition  he 
began  to  throw  his  legs  in  the  air,  and  gefticulate  as  if  with  his  arms, 
Clifthenes  exclaimed,   CI  ttxi  TiaccyS'pouy  aTrcc^^mccaye  {j.m  tov  yccf/,Qy, 

O,  fon  of  Tyfandras,  you  have  danced  away  your  bride  f  ! 

A  defcription  of  a  dance  of  the  ancients,  which  they  called  the 
Hormos^  that  is,  the  neck  band,  is  preferved  by  Lucian  ;  and  appears  to 
me  to  be  fo  charming  that  I  cannot  forbear  to  cite  the  paflage. 

"  The  Hormos  is  a  dance  performed  by  young  men  and  young  wo- 
"  men,  who  are  interchangeably  arranged,  one  behind  the  other,  in 
''  the  form  of  a  neck  band.  A  youth,  dancing,  leads  the  ring,  with 
*'  fuch  attitudes  as  may  be  ferviceable  to  him  in  war.  A  Virgin  mo- 
"  deftly  follows,  dancing  with  female  foftnefs :  fo  that  the  Hormos 
"  weaves  a  garland  of  graceful  modefty  and  courage  J." 

The  Ionic  dance  was  notorious  for  its  voluptuoufnefs.  It  is  a  com- 
plaint, with  Horace,  that  young  women  in  his  time  were  inftruded  in 
this  dance. 

M.otus  doceri  gaudet  lonicos 
Matura  virgOy  etjitigitur  aritbus 
Jam  nuncy  et  incejhs  amores 
De  tenero  tiieditatur  ungui. 

Lib.  iii.  ode  6. 
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With  pliant  limbs  the  tender  maid 
Now  joys  to  learn  the  fhamelefs  trade 
Of  wanton  dancing,  and  improves 
The  pleafures  of  licentious  loves. 

Francis. 

You  know  how  Herod,  cnflamcd  by  the  dancing  of  the  daughter  of  his 
wife.Herodias,  and  probably  heated  with  wine,  made  the  mad  oath  of 
granting  whatever  boon  fhe  fliould  require,  even  though  it  were  the 
half  of  his  kingdom  ;  and  that  the  murder  of  a  holy  man,  whom  he 
honoured,  was  the  confequence  of  this  oath. 

It  is  a  common  opinion  in  Italy  that  perfons,  who  have  been  bitten 
by  the  Tarantula,  can  only  be  cured  by  dancing  ;  and  not  by  that, 
unlefs  the  mufician  fhall  play  an  air  that  fuits  the  temper  of  the  pa- 
tient ;  which  he  can  only  difcover  by  repeated  trials.  This  opinion, 
the  truth  of  which  I  Ihall  leave  to  future  enquiry,  as  I  hope  to  hear 
more  of  it  in  Apulia,  evidently  proves  the  power  afcribed  by  the  Ita~ 
Kans  to  dancing  accompanied  by  mufic  :  a  power  which  is  indubita- 
bly proved  by  a  variety  of  experiments. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  failed  with  a  brifk  gale  from  Capri ;  and  faw 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  the  appearance  of  which  is  even  wilder  than 
tliat  of  the  north.  The  hollow  cliffs,  dreadful  to  view,  refifting  the 
raging  waves,  now  tower  perpendicularly,  and  now  prefent  themfelves 
in  fantaftic  forms. 

We  paffed  the  promontory  of  Maffa :  or,  as  it  is  called.  Campanile 
d'l  Majfa  :  the  belfry  of  Mafla.  It  is  thus  named  by  the  Italians  from 
their  cuftom  of  ereding  towers,  for  their  bells,  not  upon  but  befide 
their  churches.  By  the  ancients  it  was  called  the  promontory  of  Mi- 
nerva. 

We  landed  at  the  little  town  of  Mafla  ;  w^here  we  hired  mules,  and 
rode  to  Sorento.  At  firft,  we  afcended  a  very  fteep  height :  after  which 
the  road  became  more  level,  but  continually  pleafant.  All  the  produc- 
dons  of  earth  feem  to  embellifh  thefe  coafts.     Befide  the  lefs  agreeable 

olive,- 
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olive,  the  beautiful  oak  rifes  :  the  cyhfus- laburnum  grows  wild   in  the 
hedges  j  which  it  decorates  with  its  lovely  grape  formed  flower. 

That  beautiful  fpecies  of  fpartium,  which  our  gardeners  call  Spanifh 
broom  and  v^-hich  is  prefer ved  in  the  hot  houfe  in  winter,  here  grows 
wild  with  its  yellow  butter  flower  ;  and,  like  the  bloom  of  the  cytifus^ 
is  delightful  both  to  the  fight  and  the  fmell.  The  fpartium  and  the 
inedicago  arborea,  the  cytifus  of  Virgil,  flower  in  Italy  in  the  winter. 

The  whole  hill  above  us  was  fhaded  with  lofty  trees  ;  and  we  faw 
the  fea  on  the  left:  having  afcended  to  a  great  height,  riding  through 
zig  zag  roads  among  groves  of  orange,  citron,  and  various  fruits  ia 
bloom,  till  we  came  to  Sorento. 

The  age  in  which  this  place  was  founded  is  uncertain  :  but  it  is  of 
high  antiquity.  It  was  generally  believed,  among  the  ancients,  that  it 
derived  its  name  of  Siirrentum  from  the  Sirens.  I  cannot  conceive 
how  the  naked  rocks,  that  projed  from  the  promontory  of  Maffa,  or 
thofe  fmaller  cliffs  that  face  Sorento,  could  have  been  fuppofed  to  be 
the  ifland  of  the  melodious  Sirens.  Homer  mentions  the  ifland  of 
the  Sirens  :  but  he  llkewife  tells  us  they  fang  in  flowery  meadows. 
That  the  charming  ifland  of  Homer  lay  between  the  promontory  of 
Circe  and  the  gulphs  of  Sicily  is  certain  :  but  I  (hould  rather  feek  it 
in  the  vicinity  of  thefe  gulphs.  We  find  that,  after  Ulyfles  and  his 
companions  had  paflled  the  ifland,  they  heard  the  thunder,  and  faw  the 
fmoking  billows,  of  Scylla  *. 

Now  all  at  once  tremendous  fceues  unfold  ; 
Thunder'd  the  deeps,  the  fmoking  billows  roll'd  ! 

Pope,  Gd.  xii.  v.  240. 

Sorento  is  built  in  a  verdant  valley,  which  is  fituated  upon  the  hill. 
Nature  has  rendered  this  valley  inacceflible  from  the  fea  on  all  fides: 
for  the  rocks,  which  are  in  the  form  of  a  fickle,  are  high  and   fteep. 

*  - When  I  v/rote  this,  I  had  not  feen  the  cliffs  which  are  fituated  in  the  bay  of 

Salerno,  on  the  further  fide  of  the  cape  or"  Sorento,   called  Le  Galle^  and  generally  fup- 
pofed CO  be  the  ifland  of  the  birens:  though  they  are  very  fmall,  ajid  barren. 

Prottded 
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Protected  from  the  foiith  and  the  eafl:  by  the  hill,  refreOied  by  the  fea 
breeze  from  the  wefl:  and  the  north,  vlfited  hj  the  afternoon  (un^  and 
fneltered  from  the  north  wind  by  the  heights  beyond  Naples  and  Pc- 
filipo,  this  -^'alley  enjoys  an  eternal  fprlng.  It  is  watered  by  the  rivu- 
lets of  the  mountain  ;  and  the  quick  defcent  of  the  fhores  prevents  the 
water  from  forming  marlhes.  The  odour,  from  the  buds,  flowers, 
aromatic  fhrubs,  and  plants,  is  fo  ftrong,  that  it  penetrates  and  fills  the 
flreets  and  houfes.  The  breezes  from  the  fea  and  the  mountain  fport 
with  thefe  lovely  odours  ;  and,  by  purifying  the  atmofphere,  prevent 
them  from  becoming  too  powerful. 

In  the  evening,  v>^e  went  on  board  a  fifhing  boat,  and  rowed  along* 
the  coaft.  As  the  rocky  fhore  is  fteep  and  the  houfes  of  the  town  are 
built  in  the  valley,  which  lies  rather  under  the  rocks,  we  were  obliged 
to  fail  tolerably  far  into  the  fea,  before  we  could  difcover  the  little 
town.  From  its  produce  it  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  with  Naples  ; 
and  its  flrand  fvvarras  with  bufy  and  reftlefs  mariners.  Under  what  is 
property  the  town,  the  rocks  frequently  rife  perpendicular  from  the  fea ; 
and  frequently  afford  a  fmall  bank,  for  boats  and  fifnermen.  Steps  are 
cut  in  the  rock,  through  fuch  openings  as  lead  to  the  ftrand ;  from 
which  too  there  are  roads  cut,  in  a  lateral  and  zig  zag  direction. 

Wherever  nature  affords  Ihtle  plats,  among  the  rocks,  gardens  arc 
planted  ;  and,  among  the  inaccelTible  cliffs,  wild  (lirubs  and  flowers 
peep.  I  never  made  fo  charming  a  little  trip  as  this,  or  one  10  diver- 
fifiedin  its  beauties  :  nor  fliali  I  ever  forget  the  high  rock,  fronting  the 
garden  of  a  Capuchin  monaftcry,  which  rofe,  like  a  watch  tovv^er,  brav- 
ing the  angry  waters.  As  we  rowed  round  into  a  fmall  bay,  v/e  had  a 
glimpfe  of  a  monk,  fpreading  nets  to  catch  quails  in  a  verdant  part  of 
the  garden  that  was  over-arched  v/ith  trees. 

Like  moft  of  the  hills  of  thefe  iliores,  that  on  which  Sorento  flands 
is  cleft  in  many  places,  and  over  thefe  cavities  bridges  are  built,  as  over 
rivers.  On  the  moniingofthe  i8th,  w^e  defcended  one  of  thefe  cliffs, 
through  which  a  rulhing  flream  poured  its  waters.   Lofty  trees  incliue 
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their  branches  from  the  upper  edge  ;  others  grow  biooming  below  ; 
and,  between  them,  luxuriant  flirubs,  mingled  with  innumerable  aro- 
matic plants  and  ilowers.  We  fat  fome  hours  befide  the  rivulet  in  this 
cooling  cavity ;  and  faw,  opening  in  front  above  us,  a  high  rocky 
grotto,  lined  with  mofs,  round  which  the  ivy,  kept  in  motion  by  the 
air,  fpread  itfelf,  forming  a  thin  curtain. 

The  vegetables  and  fruits  of  Sorento  are  excellent.  We  met  with 
lemons,  which  v^^e  could  not  fpan  with  both  hands  ;  and  fweet  oranges^ 
which,  for  fize,  odour,  and  tafte,  \vere  not  inferior  to  the  famous  oranges 
of  Malta.  Milk  and  butter  are  equallj^  good  ;  and  the  veal  of  Sorento 
is  fuppofed  to  be  the  bell  in  Italy.  The  water  is  cooling,  and  clear  ; 
and  the  wine,  which  in  colour  refembles  Burgundy,  has  fome  (Ire ngth  : 
but  it  is  acid,  becaufe'  they  do  not  know  how  to  preferve  it  above  a  year. 
Galen  lonp-  ago  remarked  that  the  wine  of  Sorento  did  not  become  mild 
in  lefs  than  ten  years  ;  and  I  am  well  affured  that,  if  proper  means  were 
taken  and  it  were  treated  in  a  different  manner,  it  would  be  excellent 
and  maintain  its  ancient  fame.  Ovid  celebrates  the  noble  vines  of  the 
Sorentine  hills. 

-— —  Surrcniino  getiercfo!  palimte  colles'*. 

Rich  in  all  the  gifts  of  nature,  embellifhed  with  all  the  charms  that 
feas,  and  rocks,  and  hills,  and  dales,  and  rivulets,  and  groves,  fhrubs, 
fruits,  and  flowers,  can  afford,  in  all  their  various  and  loveliefl:  changes, 
this  little  people  live  as  it  were  proteded  by  their  fituation,  fecured  un- 
der the  moft  friendly  atmofphere,  and  endowed  with  all  the  profufion 
that  can  delight  the  heart  of  man. 

The  filk  manufa£lory  maintains  many  people  ;  and  here,  as  well  as 
in  Capri,  the  w^omen  are  often  feen  on  the  tops  of  their  flat  houfes,  or 
fitting  at  their  doors,  with  their  little  flools,  weaving  ribbons.  There 
you  fee  the  polifhed  rofy  threads  pafs  through  their  fun-burnt  lingers, 
while  from  houfe  to  houfe  they  converfe  with  each   other  acrofs  the 

-*  Mctam.  XV.  710.    Surrentine  hills,  that  generous  wine  produce. 

ftreet. 
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ftreet,  or  with  men  at  work  below  them,  and  with  fuch  rniinaiion  that 
there  feems  to  be  a  conteft  between  their  hands  and  their  tongues, 
which  can  move  the  fafteft. 

The  rocks  befide  tb.e  lea,  as  well  as  little  infulated  cliffs,  are  covered 
v;itli  a  kind  of  white  flime  ;  which  is  occafionally  difcharged  by  the 
water.  The  fame  thing  happens  likewife  at  Pofilipo.  While  it  re- 
mains humid,  it  emits  a  pleafant  fmell ;  and,  when  dry,  ornament;; 
the  ftone  with  a  kind  of  white  tapeftry.  The  aromatic  coail  of  Sorento 
is  celebrated  by  Italian  writers.  The  author  of  the  Life  of  Taffo  fpeaks 
of  the /i//i  oderiferl  del  mare  :  the  odoriferous  Ihores  of  the  fea. 

This  great  poet  was  born  in  Sorento,  in  the  year  1544.  Mafia  it: 
is  true  likev/ife  claims  this  honour  ;  but  it  appears  that  Sorento  was  the 
place  of  his  birth,  or  at  leafl:  that  he  fpent  his  early  youth  in  this  town. 

Happy  poet  !  whofe  tender  foul  was  fufceptible  of  all  the  impreihons 
which,  under  the  mildeft  of  climates,  great  and  beautiful  nature  could 
afford  !  His  father  was  a  native  of  Bcrga??w^  a  confiderable  town  in 
the  Venetian  territories:  for  w^hich  reafon  the  Venetians  claim  a  right 
in  Taffo.  Thus  have  three  towns  contefted  the  honour  of  producing 
a  poet,  whofe  delightful  numbers  have  been  tranfiated  into  all  the  dia- 
lers of  Italy  and  Sicily*. 

The  citizens  of  Sorento,  with  true  national  pride,  fliewed  us  the  houfe 
in  which  the  immortal  poet  was  born.  Though  inferior  in  fublimity 
and  lire  to  the  great  Dante,  and  in  fulnefs  and  in  richnefs  of  imagina- 
tion to  the  luxuriant  Ariofto,  he  is  one  of  the  three  great  poets  of  mo- 
dern Italy,  who  have  done  honour  not  only  to  their  own  country  but 
to  all  mankind  :  for  all  mankind  are  infallibly  juft  to  men  of  extraor- 
dinary genius,  and  fuch  men  do  not  properly  belong  to  any  fmgle 
country.  His  chafle  Mufe  was  infpired  with  the  pure  love  of  the  true 
and  the  beautiful  ;  and,  defirous  onlyofdefervingpraife,  without  feeking 

"*  Lo  Tpjfo  A'apo!ct:no^  zoe  La  Gierofakmiiic  Libberata  de  lo  fio  Torqiiafo  Tnffo^  imtala  a 
LLaigua  ncjla ;  da  Crabicle  Fa/am.  N  A  pole,  16S9.  "^^^^  is  the  title  of  a  folio  tranflation 
of  Taflb,  into  the  Ncapciifan  dialed,  which  is  in  my  pofleflion.     T. 
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the  applaufe  of  the  multitude,  he  obtained  the  garland  of  glory  from 
their  hands  ;  which  he  will  ever  preferve. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  on  mules  from  Sorento  to  Ca/iell-a-Mare, 
A  road  is  cut  in  the  hill ;  which,  at  leaft  in  many  places,  is  almofc  im- 
Daffable.  The  various  fcenes  of  nature,  with  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  entertain  you  in  this  long  letter,  were  here  again  difcoverable  ;  and, 
in  addition  to  their  other  charms,  were  dreadfully  fublime.  Compared 
to  this  day's  jaunt,  in  which  we  fpent  four  hours  and  were  frequently 
obliged  to  alight  and  proceed  with  the  utmofl  caution  on  foot,  the 
paiTage  of  Mount  Cenis,  which  yet  has  its  terrors,  is  an  eafy  high 
road. 

The  nightingale  fainted  us  from  the  young  chefnut  groves.  The 
fpacious  profped;  of  the  fea  opened  upon  us,  and  at  laft  we  beheld, 
lying  at  our  feet,  the  little  tovv^n  of  Ca/ieil-a-Mare ;  where  the  fhips  of 
the  royal  navy  are  built,  and  from  which  they  are  launched.  This 
place  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  woody  mountain,  and  enjoys  a  healthy 
and  cool  air.  The  king  fpends  the  hotteft  part  of  the  fummer  here, 
in  company  with  his  family  and  a  fmail  train. 

On  the  place  vx^here  CaJiell-a-Mare  now  ftands,  the  ancient  town  of 
Stabia  once  flood  ;  which,  like  Pompeii  and  Heraclea*,  vv' as  buried  in 
the  year  79  by  the  eruption  of  Vefuvius. 

The  healthy  air  of  this  place  is  mentioned  by  Galen. 

We  took  pofc  horfes  at  CaJlell-a-Mare^  and  returned  to  Naples  by 
^z  way  of  Tcrj'e  deV  Annuuc'iata^  Torre  del  Greco^  and  Portici.  All 
Hie  country  was  in  a  high  ftate  of  cultivation.  Among  other  plants, 
the  borago  is  reared  ;  the  blue  flowers  of  which,  in  Germany,  we  fome- 
times  mix  with  our  fallad.  It  is  eaten  by  the  Italians  as  fpinage.  Here 
like  wife  whole  fields  of  white  poppies  are  feen  j  from  which  laudanum 
is  produced. 

I  am  now  preparing  for  my  journey  into  the  fouthern  provinces  of 
this  kingdom,  and  to  Sicily. 

*  Herculaneum, 

I  have 
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I  have  beca  detained  in  tliefe  fortunate  fields  by  innumerable  grand 
ob'e£ls.  How  much  has  this  little  journey  of  five  days  exceeded  my 
expectations  !  I  hope  I  have  not  vifited  Sorento  and  Ifchia  for  the  lad 
time.  I  hope,  at  tlie  end  of  fammcr,  f:u-  ffoni  tlie  tumult  of  cities,  to 
refide  in  thefe  plains  of  paradife  ^  which  are  more  lovely  and  beautiful 
than  any  that  1  had  ever  beheld  before. 


LETTER    LXXVIIL 

Salerno,  28th  Apyll  1792. 

XjEFORE  I  undertook  my  journey  through  Puglia,  Calabria, 
and  Sicily,  I  was  defirous  of  vifitingthe  grand  remains  of  the  ancient 
Greek  town  oi  F^JIum^  or  Pejlo,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  while  the 
air  is  not  yet  dangerous.  For  this  purpofe,  taking  Nicolovius  and  Ja- 
cob! along  v.dth  me,  1  yefterday  morning  rode  to  Salerno. 

At  Portici,  we  were  joined  by  our  friends  i  the  two  MefTieurs  Droll, 
from  Mlmfter,  with  their  companions,  Mr,  Vicarius  Biingens,  and 
Captain  Colfon. 

As  far  as  Pompeii,  the  countries  we  faw  were  net  unknown  to  us. 
Thofe  we  afterward  came  too  were  equally  fertile,  and  variegated  in 
thejr  views  and  objeds  :  efpecially  on  this  fide  of  the  little  town  of 
Nocera  d'l  i  Paganl ;  which,  by  the  Romans,  was  called  Niiceria  Alfa^ 
tenia '^ ;  till  a  colony  v/as  fent  thither,  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  who 
then  called  it  Nuceria  ConJia?itia,  It  feems  to  have  derived  its  prefent 
name  from  the  Saracens,  by  whom  it  ^vas  conquered  ;  and  who,  in  the 
middle  ages,  were  frequently  denoted  by  the  tv>i\.h.Qi  Pag  aril :  or  Pa- 
gans^ 

*  Cluv.  lul..  Ant, 

We, 
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We  already  faw  both  wheat  and  oats  in  ear.  We  rode  over  woody 
hills,  and  through  a  charming  narrow  valley-;  which  hills  ilrongly  re- 
minded me  of  the  Bergjlrajfe^  that  lies  between  Darmftadt  and  Heidel- 
berg. Here  we  met  with  equal  induftry  of  agriculture  but  greater  fer- 
tllitv,  from  lands  that  lie  under  the  influence  of  fo  mild  a  climate. 
Thcfe  national  recolledions  were  foon  loft  in  the  delightful  little  valley 
that  lies  between  La  Cava  and  Vietri  ;  where,  far  below  us,  a  clear  ri- 
vulet now  winds  through  herbage  and  groves,  and  now  ruQies  among 
the  rocks. 

Tliis  valley  is  juftly  held  to  be  the  moft  beautiful  place  in  Italy.  It 
is  a  calm  beneficent  retreat,  inviting  all  that  ar-e  capable  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  nature. 

Having  arrived  at  Vietri,  you  are  fuddenly  furprifed  by  a  view  of 
tlie  bay  of  Salerno,  with  its  craggy  fhores  and  promontories,  that  are 
fhaded  by  high  trees,  and  that  form  fmall  gulphs,  among  the  cliffs  and 
c^rottos,  in  delightful  variety.  The  town  of  Salerno  is  fituated  in  the 
great  bay  to  which  it  gives  its  name.  Formerly,  when  Pefto  flourifhed 
and  was  knovrn  by  its  ancient  Greek  name,  it  was  called  the  bay  of 
Pofidonia, 

We  departed  early,  before  fun  rife  ;  and  found  the  country,  between 
Salerno  and  Pefto,  extremely  fruitful,  and  rich  in  foliage.  The  un- 
healthinefs  of  the  air  is  injurious  here  to  agriculture,  becaufe  inhabit- 
ants are  wanting.  The  mariliy  places  are  chiefly  the  paftures  of  herds 
of  buffaloes. 

We  paflTed  a  ferry  over  the  Silaro,  the  Silarus  of  the  ancients,  which 
was  the  territorial  boundary  between  the  Li/caui  and  the  Picejitifii :  oi: 
Piceiii.  Few  corn  fields  are  feen  on  the  farther  fide  of  the  river  :  but 
the  fpontaneous  vegetation  is  luxuriant.  Here  I  met  with  many  to  me 
unknown  flowers.  The  red  adonis  grows  wild  ;  and  I  faw  the  cej-cis 
fdiquajlriim^  or  tree  of  Judas,  covered  with  its  beautiful  red  papiliona- 
ceous flower.     Some  of  the  inhabitants  call  it  platano ;  though  it  has 

nothing 


/^/////A    //     h////////   /r/ _ // /A     ^/_^/////'/ 


/,//,r  LYirm 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  i ,  ^ 

n-othingin  comaiGn  Yiith  i\\Q  piatanus ;  and  o\\\QXhgiiz%a-puio  ;  becauie 
it  bears  leaves  and  has  no  prickles. 

The  ruins  of  Pofidonia  appertain  to  the  moPc  ancient  remains  of  Gre- 
cian archited:ure.      They  are  evidently  of  an  age  wlien  tlie  art  had  ac- 
quired its  higheft  charader  of  dignifred  fnnpUcity  :   an    age  which    in 
-^Greece  was  called  the  age  of  Pericles,  who  lived    above  four  lumdrei 
years  before  the  birth  of  ChrilT^.. 

There  are  likewife  the  remains  of  a  gate  ;  and  of  the  city  wall,  v/hicli. 
was  twenty-fix  Neapolitan  palms  in  breadth  ;  (The  Neapolitan  and 
Sicilian  palm  is  the  extent  of  the  fpan^  including  the  firft  joint  of  the 
thumb.)  and,  befide  thefe,  there  are  the  pillars  of  three  very  large 
buildings  ftanding.  The  hindmoft  appears  to  have  been- a  bafdica,  or 
hall  of  juftice  ;  and  the  two  others  were  temples.  Of  thefe  three  build- 
ings, that  which  is  in  the  middle  was  evidently  the  grandeft. 

This  has  been  properly  called  the  temple  of  Neptune  :  the  ancient 
towm  having  been  dedicated  to  that  deity,  and  from  his  Greek  name,  Po- 
f^on^  called  Pofidonia,  In  the  breadth  of  the  temple  there  are  fix  pil- 
lars, and  fourteen  in  length  ;  therefore,  thirty-fix  in  the  circumference. 
They  are  each  forty-three  palms  in  height  j  and,  if  I  do  not  miPtake 
have  one-and-twenty  flutings,  SrjJc-crjy.^ia^  Jit^iatm-as^  cannelures^  but 
without  pedeftals,  according  to  the  ancient  Doric  manner.  Neither 
have  the  pillars  of  the  two  other  buildings  any  pedeftals  :  thoup-h  their 
too  great  tapering  appears  to  denote  an  age  when  the  beauty  of  pro- 
portion had  not  been  difcovered  ^  at  leail  not  with  fufficient  accuracy. 

*  When  r  wrote  this  Ihad  met  with  no  gftod  reprefentatlon  of  the  temple  of  Minerva  in 
Athens,  which  was  rebixilt  by  Pericles  after  it  had  been  deftroyed  by  thePerfians.  I  have 
nowfeen  an  engraving  of  this  noble  building,  in  the  Archaologue  Graca  of  Potter,  and  re- 
mark that  there  are  pedeftals  to  the  pillars.  In  thetemp'e  of  Neptune,  at  Pofidonia  the 
pillars  reft  immediately  on  the  ground  j  according  to  the  moft  ancient  manner  of  tlie  Do- 
ric architecture.  It  therefore  appears  that  this  temple  of  Neptune  is  more  ancient  than 
the  temple  of  Minerva,  built  by  Pericles  j  which  was  likewife  called  P^r/Zv/w;?,  or  the 
temple  of  the  virgin.     The  refemblance  between  thefe  temples  is  ftrikjng. 

For 
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For  this  reafon,  both  thefe  buildings  fufiered  \'ery  much  ;  when  com- 
pared to  the  temple  of  Neptune. 

This  temple  confifls  of  three  ailes.  Upon  the  two  middle  rows  of 
pillars  others  of  a  lefs  iize  are  conftruded,  which  likewife  are  Doric. 
Perhaps  there  was  a  wall,  that  ran  between  the  outward  and  the  next 
row  of  pillars  ;  as  fom.e  traces  feem  to  denote.  If  lb,  the  temple  muft 
liave  iiad  live  ailes.  The  architrave  and  the  frieze  are  in  good  preierva- 
tion  :   as  likewife  is  a  great  part  of  both  the  frontifpieces. 

The  whole  has  a  combined  charadier  of  beauty,  grandeur,  and  fim- 
plicity;  compared  to  which,  the  noblefl  buildings  of  ancient  Rome 
would  appear  inligniticant. 

The  balilica  has  nine  pilLars  in  breadth,  eighteen  in  length,  and  fifty 
in  circumference.  Tlie  other  temple  has  fi:<.  pillars  in  breadth,  thirteen 
in  length,  and  thirty-four  in  circumference.  All  thefe  pillars  are  fluted, 

Thefe  ilrutflures  are  of  a  kind  of  porous  ftone,  which  is  called  tra- 
vertino  ;  with  which  St.  Peter's  at  Rome  is  built. 

Such  are  tlie  noble  monuments  of  Greek  art,  that  had  remained  many 
centuries  unobferved  by  antiquaries,  when  the  fdiolar  of  a  painter  of 
Naples,  while  he  refided  at  Capaccio,  a  little  town  that  is  built  on  the 
hill  near  Pefto,  difcovered  them  from  a  hill  as  he  w^as  walking  toward 
the  fea.  As  foon  as  he  returned  to  Naples,  he  gave  an  enthufiaftic  re- 
lation of  what  he  had  feen  to  his  mafter  ;  who  went  with  him  to  view 
the  great  ruins,  and  publiilied  the  difcovery  to  the  world. 

Immediately  beneath  the  ancient  city  wall  a  rivulet  runs,  vdiich  has 
a  petrifying  quality  that  was  remarked  as  early  as  Strabo.  Its  banks 
are  reedy,  and  fome  little  hollow  pillars  bear  evident  marks  of  being 
themfelves  petrified  reeds.  I  tafhed  the  water  and  thought  it  brackiHi ; 
and  indeed  the  inhabitants  call  it,  Flnme  faJfo  :  or  fait  river. 

Cluverius  found  it  frelh  :   but  he  poffibly  tafted  it  at  another  fcafon 

of  the  year,  and  certainly  at  fome  other  place  :  otherwife  he  muft  have 

feen  the  ruins.      This  brook  often  overflovN's,   and  cither  caufes  or   in- 

creafes  the  unhealthinefs  of  tlie  air,     Plutarch  fpeaks  of  its  marili,  to 

I  which 
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which  Spartacus  retired  with  his  fugitives,  and  lliys  that  its  waters  v/erc 
fweet  at  one  time  and  fait  at  another*'. 

The  rofy  gardens  of  Pseftum  are  praifed  hy  Virgil  and  Ovid.     Virgil 

tells  us  they  annually  bloomed  twice Biferique  rofarta  P^fti > 

and  I  was  aiTured  that  they  ftill  pofTefs  this  quality  at  Pefto.  By  Ovid 
they  were  called  "  The  tepid  rofy  gardens  of  Pa:ftum'' — Tcp'idique  rofa* 
ria  P^JIl.  During  the  whole  of  our  way  to  Salerno,  the  air  was  tepid, 
and  the  breeze  difagreeable  ;  but  we  did  not  find  ourfelvesoppreffed  by 
it  till  we  had  croiled  the  gloomy  Silaro,  and  were  about  three  German 
miles  on  this  fide  of  Salerno.  The  people  who  live  at  the  ferry  have  a 
pallid  and  bloated  appearance.  Nicolovius  afi^cd  one  of  them  why  he 
continued  to  live  there  ?  He  replied  becaufe  he  was  obliged.  "  Who 
is  it  that  obliges  you  ? "  faid  Nicolovius.  "  Poverty  "  anfwered  the 
luan  J  with  a  true  Italian  fiiirug  of  the  fhoulders. 

The  air  of  Pefl:o  gave  me  a  bad  head  ach  :  yet  I  faw  a  flock  of  goats 
that  was  uncommonly  full  of  life.  It  is  probable  chat  the  very  quality 
of  this  air,  which  to  man  is  injurious  or  rather  mortal,  may  have  a  dif- 
ferent effed:  on  the  organs  of  thefe  animals,  whofe  ftrong  fcent  may 
afford  an  antidote.     The  fame  may  be  true  of  vegetation. 

Pofidonia  was  founded  in  very  early  times,  and  is  of  Grecian  and 
Doric  origin.  The  Sybarites,  who  had  conquered  the  town,  built  the 
wall  after  the  building  of  the  temples.  They  were  obliged  to  yield  to 
the  Lucani  ;  and  the  Lucani  to  the  Romans,  probably  during  the 
fecond  Punic  war.  The  Romans  corrupted  the  ancient  name  to 
F aft  urn  ;  from  which  the  Italians,  have  formed  Pefto. 

Inconfiderable  ruins  of  a  temple,  which,  according  to  an  infcription 
that  was  found,  was  confecrated  to  the  Mens  Bona^  or  found  mind,  de- 
note, as  do  remains  of  an  amphitheatre,  that  was  indubitably  built  in 
the  times  of  the  Emperors,  how  profane  was  the  hand  of  Roman  art, 
when  compared  to  the  high  genius  of  the  Greek  ! 

Pefto  lies  about  half  a  league  from  the  fea.  The  continued  moun- 
tainous fhore  rifes  beyond  the  town,  on  the  right,  toward  the  fea  ;  and, 

*  Plutarcli'5  Lif^  of  Craffijs. 

Vol,  it,  Q  on 
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on  the  left,  the  curving  coafl  is  difcovered   as  far  as  the  promontory  of 
Licofa  :  while  ridges  of  hills  tower  and  difappear  in  perfpedive. 

While  I  was  writing  this,  Jacobi  called  to  me  demanding  my  atten- 
tion to  a  new  objed  :  the  buihy  height  of  Salerno,  which  was  fwann- 
ing  with  flying  glow  worms. 

The  illuminated  livelinefs  and  motion  of  thefe  infeds  are  delightful. 
How  did  they  hover  about,  rihng  over  the  hills  into  the  air,  and  look- 
ing like  little  flars  ! 

Salerno  was  formerly  called  Salernum.  During  the  fecond  conful- 
{hip  of  the  firft  Publius  Scipio  Africanus,  when  Tiberius  Sempronius 
Longus  was  his  colleague,  foon  after  the  fecond  Punic  War,  a  Roman 
colony  was  fent  hither.  In  the  middle  ages,  Salerno  had  its  own  Princes ; 
and,  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  centuries,  the  Arabians  here  taught  phi- 
lofophy,  and  the  art  of  phyfic :  which  laft  fcience  was  exercifed  with 
emulation  and  renown,  fo  that  in  the  year  i  loo,  a  book  on  the  medical 
art,  as  pradifed  at  Salerno,  was  written  in  Leonine  verfes. 

This  town  has  been  the  feat  of  an  archbiihop  for  more  than  eight 
hundred  years.  The  haven  of  Salerno  was  once  famous  ;  but  it  is  now 
negleded,  and  the  proverb  is 

Se  Salerno  averfe  iin  portoy 
NapoH  jQirebbe  morto*^ 

Large  annual  fairs  are  held  here.  The  Leonine  Mufe  flill  appears 
to  hover  over  the  place  ;  for  fhe  is  not  feen  alone  m  the  work  I  m.en- 
tioned,  but  likewife  in  the  following  Latin  ;  which  is  fungby  a  com- 
munity of  Salerno,  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Fortunatus. 

Salernum  civitas  noh'iliSf 

^uvn fundavit  Sem  Noejiiius  f.- 

*  If  Salerno  had  a  port,  Naples  would  be  dead  :  or, 

If  Salerno  had  a  port, 
Naples  would  have  little  fport. 


f  Salerno  is  a  city  noble, 

Founded  by  Shem  the  fon  of  Noah. 


LET- 
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LETTER    LXXIX. 

Barletta,  4th  May  1792. 

'N  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  April,  we  took  leave  of  our 
friends  from  Munfter,  whom  we  again  hope  to  meet  in  Sicily  ;  and, 
in  order  to  avoid  returning  to  Naples  in  our  way  to  Puglia,  the  ancient 
Apidia^  we  rode  over  hills  to  Avellino. 

This  was  one  of  the  mod  pleafant  little  journeys  I  have  ever  made. 
Rich  in  forefts  and  rivulets,  which  fpring  from  the  rocks  and  wind 
meandering  through  the  laughing  meadows,  this  country  is  adorned 
with  all  the  charms  of  nature;  at  once  wild  and  friendly.  The  young 
verdure  exhaled  its  fweets,  after  fprinkling  fiiowers  ;  and  the  nightin- 
gale faluted  us  from  the  budding  branches.  We  faw  the  linden  and 
the  cherry  tree  of  extraordinary  growth  in  the  villages ;  though  the 
linden  is  feldom  met  with  in  Italy.  The  white  thorn  is  ftill  in  bloom; 
and  already  the  Italian  honeyfuckle  *  flowers. 

A  rough,  rockv,  and  frequently  fteep,  road  led  us  among  high  chei- 
nut  forefts,  over  a  ridge  of  the  Apennines  ;  which  feparates  the  pro-^ 
vinces  of  Prbicip^to  Cltra  and  Prhiclpato  Oltra. 

According  to  ancient  geography,  thefe  mountains  divided  the  country 
of  the  Picentbn  from  the  country  of  the  Hirphii,  The  latter  were  a 
tribe  of  the  Samnites ;  in  whofe  language,  according  to  Strabo,  hirpum 
fignitied  a  wolf. 

From  the  he'ghts  of  thefe  hills,  fhut  up  among  the  v/oody  moun* 
tains,  we  faw  a  valley  plentifully  watered  ;  the  diverfified  beauties  of 
\7hich,  as  we  proceeded  along  the  winding  road,  continually  prefented 
new  charms  to  the  eye. 

*   Cnprifo'ium  pcrfollatum. 
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We  arrived  early  at  the  not  very  little  town  of  Avellino  j  which  is 
built  in  a  fruitful  place,  among  the  mountains. 

During  the  whole  way,  and  particularly  when  we  approached  Avel- 
lino, we  faw  many  large  hazle  bufnes,  the  nuts  of  wdiich  are  fo  famous. 
Hence  the  French  call  a  fine  kind  cf  this  fruit  des  Avellines. 

The  eaft  fide  of  the  country  round  Avellino  is  no  lefs  beautiful  than 
the  weft.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  we  faw  many  of  the  cytifiis 
{lirubs  in  bloom  :  but  the  mountainous  diftrids  foon  became  more  rude» 
and  we  met  with,  lefs  grain;  moft  of  which  was  not  yet  in  ear.  This 
backward  growth  muft  not  be  afcribed  to  the  mountain  air,  but  to  the 
poverty  of  the  foil ;  which  is  flony^  and  frequently  fandy.  The  inha- 
bitants do  not  appear  to  negle»5l  the  labours  of  agriculture  :  as  an  in- 
ftance,  we  faw  them  hedging  their  grounds.  They  have  likewife  many 
fruit  trees ;  but  only  fuch  as  grow  in  the  open  air  in  Germany. 

Thefe  countries  abound  in  trees ;  and  their  tov/ns  are  generally  built 
on  hills  ;  which  cuftom  is  lefs  inconvenient  among  the  Italians,  becaufe 
of  their  breed  of  mules  and  aifes,  than  it  would  be  in  Germany.  The 
high  road,  which  was  the  work  of  the  late  King,  Don  Carlos,  is  excel- 
lent, and  abounds  in  exter>five  profpeds  over  valleys  and  hills  ;  behind 
which,  on  all  fides,  high  ridges  of  the  Apennines  rife. 

On  the  firft  half  of  the  way,  we  pafled  the  little  town  of  Monte  Fiif" 
eolo^  lying  on  the  left  on  a  high  hill. 

As  we  approached  Ariano,  we  faw  vineyards  which  were  laid  out 
in  the  German,  or  rather  in  the  Swifs,  manner  ;  for,  though  the  vines 
are  carried  up  poles,  they  yet  fhoot  over  crofs  laths,,  and  are  conduded 
from  one  vine  ftock  to  another. 

Ariano  lies  on  a  higli  hill  of  tu-fa  ftone,  fome  of  the  houfes  of 
which  are  hewn  in  the  fofi  rock.  The  tow^n  is  very  ancient.  Some 
among  the  ancients  afcribe  its  foundation  to  Diomedes,  fon  of  Tydeus, 
King  of  iEtolia,  one  of  the  celebrated  heroes  of  Homer.  That  he 
made  a  defcent  in  Italy  after  the  taking  cf  Troy  is  as  well  proved  as 

are 
2. 
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are  any  of  the  narratives  of  the  renowned  heroes  of  this  fiege  ;  with 
which,  embelliflied  by  the  dreams  of  fable,  the  hiftory  of  Greece  be- 
gins to  dawn.  However,  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  leaders  of  the  early 
Greek  colonies  to  make  fettlements  upon  the  fea  coafts.  The  ancient 
Italian  name  of  the  town  was  Equus  Tuticus ;  and  Tuticus,  in  one  of 
the  moft  ancient  Italian  dialeds,  fignified  great :  This  place  therefore 
was  called  GreatHorfe.  Perhaps  you  will  be  a  little  inclined  to  laugh 
at  an  etymological  vagary  that  fuggefts  itfelf.  What  if  the  epithet 
Deiitchfe  *,  which  the  people  of  Svv^itzerland  ftill  pronounce  I'lltfchen^ 
in  Latin  "Teutones.  originally  fignified  the  great  ?  You  know  how  ter- 
rible an  impreffion  the  greatnefs  of  our  anceftors  made  on  the  Romans  ; 
who,  with  this  impreffion  of  greatnefs,  flrength,  and  valour,  aflbciated 
even  the  flaxen  hair  and  the  blue  eyes  of  the  Germans,  as  things  dread- 
ful. 

I  muft  not  omit  to  notice  that  Germany  formerly  confifted  of 
marfhes,  and  forefts,  v^^hich  have  been  drained  and  felled ;  that  it 
was  then  colder  than  it  now  is ;  and  that  the  defcription  given  of  the 
Germans,  by  the  Romans,  perfedlly  agrees  with  the  prefent  people  of 
Norway.  I  have  never  been  in  that  country,  but  the  Daniih  life  guard 
chiefly  confifts  of  pure  Norwegians  ;  the  afped  of  whom  frequently 
brought  to  my  recolledion  the  ancient  Germans. 

On  the  ifl:  of  May,  we  made  a  little  trip  up  the  country,  to  the 
fouth,  to  view  a  remarkable  natural  phenomenon  ;  which  had  neither 
been  overlooked  among  the  remarks  of  early  naturalifts,  nor  by  the  fage 
Mufe  of  Virgil.  We  hired  a  guide,  and  fometimes  rode  up  narrow 
paths  and  frequently  over  the  beds  of  brooks  ;  which  were  now  half 
dried  up,  but  which  in  fome  feafons  of  the  year  are  impaflable.  The 
heat  was  rather  gteat  ;  but  the  way  was  pleafant.  We  faw  many 
forefts  of  oak  ;  the  fight  of  which  for  fome  days  paft  had  delighted  us, 
becaufe,  in  other  parts  of  Italy,  though  here  and  there  a  foUtary  tree 
may  be  met  with,  there  are  but  few  forefts. 

*  German. 

We 
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We  heard  numerous  nightingales,  among  the  fhady  valleys,  and  fmg- 
ing  in  the  foliage  of  the  high  banks  of  the  rivulets  ;  and  we  met  with 
a  fhepherd,  who  was  playing  on  the  bagpipe.  We  yefterday  had  be- 
fore heard  this  kind  of  mufic,  enlivening  the  people  of  a  village,  who 
were  employed  in  toffing  the  fheep  that  were  Tneered  from  the  top  of 
a  high  bridge,  into  the  brook.     The  villagers  are  friendly  and  gay. 

Weary  with  the  ftiff  jog  trot  pace  of  our  hack  horfes,  which,  though 
they  were  Neapolitan  ftallions,  were  unworthy  of  their  breed,  we 
alighted  at  the  village  of  Cafal  di  Frigente ;  and  proceeded  more  than 
half  a  German  mile  on  foot.  This  fmall  village  is  fituated  in  a  foreft, 
at  the  foot  of  a  hill ;  at  the  top  of  which  the  little  town  of  Frigente 
ftands.  Our  charming  road  at  firll  led  us  under  lofty  chefnuts,  and 
■oaks ;  where  we  heard  the  fong  of  the  nightingale,  which  was  an- 
fwered  by  the  clear  note  of  the  quail,  the  warbling  of  the  lark  and  the 
goldfinch,  the  cry  of  the  cuckoo,  and  the  chirping  of  the  chattering 
grafshopper. 

When  we  left  thefe  fhady  heights,  the  heat  became  very  great ;  and 
we  were  not  a  little  delighted  to  meet  v>^ith  a  goatherd,  whofe  boy,  with 
great  dexterity,  caught  the  goats,  as  the  old  man  pointed  them  out ; 
when  they  would  not  follow,  but  difregarded  the  Theo'critic  call  of  Sitta  ! 
fitta  !  which  is  ftill  in  ufe. 

We  refrelhed  ourfeives  with  drinking  fome  of  the  warm  foaming 
■milk.  The  milk  of  the  Italian  goat  is  much  more  pleafant  than  that 
of  ours ;  for  it  has  not  the  fame  ftrong  tafte,  but  is  rather  fwcet,  and 
very  white :  neither  are  the  goats  here  fo  ftrong  fcented  as  they  are  in 
Germany. 

At  the  bottom  of  adeclivltv,  the  fummit  of  which  was  overgrown 
with  Ociks,  there  was  a  tolerably  ileep  dale  ;  in  which  there  was- a  hil- 
phureous  fpring,  that  yielded  but  little  water,  but  that  ran  over  a  fpa- 
cious  ftony  bed,  which  denoted  what  its  contents  might  be  in  autumn, 
and  winter.  The  depth  of  the  ground,  and  the  whole  bed  that  it 
formed,  bore  a  great  refemblance  to  Solfatara,  near  Fozzuoli.     It  was 

equally 
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equally  crufled  with  fulphurous  fubftances,  and  likewife  appeared  to 
have  holes  ;  at  leaft  the  earth  was  broken  through  In  more  places  than 
one.  Below  Is  a  little  pool,  the  circumference  of  which  may  be  about 
fixty  paces ;  and  the  water,  that  is  as  dark  as  the  darkeft  lime  water, 
fpouts  up  In  various  places.  On  the  ihore,  there  is  a  natural  foun- 
tain ;  that  projeds  its  waters,  with  froth  and  noife,  to  the  height  of  a 
man,  and  that  never  ceafes  to  rife.  This  noife,  this  vifible  boiling,  and 
thefe  refemblances  with  Solfatara,  leave  us  without  the  leaft  doubt  that 
it  is  caft  up  by  hot  fources  ;  though  we  found  it  entirely  cold. 

Virgil  could  noi  have  difcovered  a  better  place  for  the  Fury  Aledo, 
when  ihe  unwillingly  obeyed  the  command  of  Juno,  at  the  moment 
that  ihe  expeded  the  applaufe  of  the  goddefs,  and  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn to  night  and  hell  *. 

Efl  locus  ^  Ital'iis  in  medio  fiib  mcntihus  alt  is, 
Nobilis  etfama  mult  is  memoratus  ifi  orisf 
j^infan^i  valles.     Denfis  hunc  frondihus  atrum 
Urget  utrinque  latus  netnoris^  rnedioque  fragofus 
Dat  fonitum  faxis  ettorto  vortice  torreju. 
Hie  fpecus  horrendum,   l^  ftzvi  fpiracula  Ditisy 
Monjiratur  ;  ruptoque  ingens  Acheronte  vorago 
Pejl'ife>as  ape rit fauces  :  queis  condita  ErintiySy 
Jnvifum  numen,  terras  ccelumque  levabai. 

ViRG.  -^n.  vli.  563. 
In  midfl  of  Italy,  well  known  to  fame, 
There  lies  a  lake,  AmJanElus  is  the  name, 
Below  the  lofty  mounts  :  on  either  fide 
Thick  forefts  the  forbidden  entrance  hide  : 


*  Mifguided  by  Addifon,  I  have  faid  in  my  Ifland  f,  that  Virgil,  in  this  defcription, 
fpoke  of  the  waterfall  of  VeUno,  near  Terni,  in  the  States  of  the  Church.  Virgil  no 
doubt  meant  this  aperture. 

Later  remarJi.  Since  I  wrote  this,  I  have  feen  the  great  waterfall  near  Terni,  which 
does  not  agree  with  Virgil's  defcription.  The  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf,  when  I  have 
conducted  him  to  Terni. 

f  This  I  fuppofe  to  be  the  title  of  feme  work,  that  I  am  unacquainted  with,  by  the  au- 
thor, Count  Stolberg.     T. 

Full 
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Full  in  the  centre  of  the  facred  wood 

An  arm  arifes  of  the  Stygian  flood  ; 

Which,  breaking  from  beneath  with  bellowing  found. 

Whirls  the  black  waves  and  rattling  ftones  around. 

Here  Pluto  pants  for  breath  from  out  liis  cell, 

And  opens  wide  the  grinning  jaws  of  hell. 

To  this  infernal  lake  the  Fury  flies  j 

Here  hides  her  hated  head,  and  frees  the  lab'rlng  flcies. 

Dryden,  v.  777- 

The  Romans  here  ereded  a  temple  to  the  goddefs  Mephitis :  wfiom 
they  likewife  called  Graveokntia^  or  the  111  fcented.  Why  (hould  they 
not  as  well  build  a  temple  to  Mephitis  as  to  the  goddefs  of  Tujfis  :  or 
Cough  ?  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  honoured  in  a  fanctuary  the 
ruins  of  which  are  Hill  to  be  feen  near  Tibur,  the  modern  Tivoli. 

In  the  prefent  altered  yet  recognizable  dialed:,  the  place  is  called 
Miifite.  Near,  and  perhaps  on  the  fame  fpot,  where  the  temple  of 
Mephitis  flood,  there  is  a  chapel  called,  San  Felice.  May  not  this 
likewife  have  been  a  corruption  of  the  word  Amfandius^  or  Ampfanitus^ 
which  was  the  name  of  this  place  *  ? 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  day  before  yefterday,  we  reached  the  top  of 
the  mountain.  The  country  was  poor  in  trees  ;  and  we  faw  the  bald 
top  of  Apulia,  lying  before  us,  which  is  dried  by  the  eafl:  wind,  ac- 
cording to  Horace, 

^tos  torret  Atahulus. 

The  land  was  ftony,  and  the  corn  poor  :  but,  Vv^hen  w€  came  into 
the  province  of  Puglia,  the  ancient  Apulia,  we  met  with  a  very  wel- 
come foreft  of  oaks  ;  which  firfl:  aftbrded  us  fhade,  and,  as  the  fun  got 
higher,  fome  cooling  breezes.  An  excellent  field  of  wheat  reminded 
mc  of  the  induftry  of  the  ancient  Apulians  ;  whofe  fame  the  prefent 
inhaOitants  appear  willing  to  maintain. 

For  fome  time  before  we  came  to  Bovino,  the  trees  difappeared ; 


»  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant. 


and, 
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and,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  we  rode  tln-oiigh  a  hirge  open  plain, 
which  here  and  there  bore  excellent  corn  ;  though  the  greateft  part  of 
it  was  paflurage. 

The  fheep  of  this  province   are   ranked   among  the  fined  in  Italy. 
The  cattle  are  not  fo  prodigioufly  large  as  thofe  in  Terra  Lavoro  :  but 
they  are  flrong,  numerous,  and  have  large  horns,  like  thofe  in  the  States 
of  the  Church  ;  the  modern  breed  of  which  is  derived  from    Puglia. 
They  are  all  of  them  light  grey  ;  as  in  general  are  the  cattle  of  the  mid- 
dle and  lower  parts  of  Italy,  from  the  moll  northern  countries  of  Tuf- 
cany  to  the  fouth  point  of  Calabria.     We  likewife  faw  a  herd  of  buffa- 
loes ;  which,  being  in  want  of  larger  marflres,  were  here  collected  round 
a  fmall  pool.    This  breed  of  animals,  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  repofe 
themfelves  by  lying  in  lakes,  or  marfhes  ;   and  are  frequently  funk  fo 
deep  in  the  mud  that  nothing  but  their  turned  up  muzzles  is  vifible. 
They  are  dark  brown,   rough,    almoft  fhaggy,  and  have  little  round 
horns,    arched   backward  ;   which    are   ferviceable  only  to  butt  with, 
and  not  to  gore.     They  are  rather  overcome  than  tamed.     The  buffalo 
ox  has  a  wild  and  fearful  afped:,  under  the  yoke  ;  and  the  buffalo  coiv 
fliyly  looks  about  her,  while  fhe  is  milked.     If  they  are  grazed  in  the 
fame  pafture  with  other   cattle,  the  herds  keep  themfelves  feparate. 
The  milk  is  thinner  than  that  of  the  cow,  is  fweet,  very  healthy,  and 
afibras  very  pleafant  viands. 

The  buffalo  was  neither  a  native  of  Italy  nor  does  he  nov/  wander 
wild  in  this. country.  The  race  was  brought  from  Afia  five  or  fix 
hundred  years  ago  ;  and  they  all  have  proprietors.  The  King  has  a 
breed  of  wdiite  buffaloes,  from  Hungary;  which  he  received  from  the 
late  Emperor  :  but  I  have  not  feen  them. 

We  paffed  the  town  of  Fogia,  on  the  left;  which  was  the  ancient 
Luccria,  and  the  founding  of  which,  like  Ariano,  is  afcribed  to  Diome- 
des.  It  is  fxill  by  many  called  Lucera.  On  a  hill  to  the  right,  wc 
law  the  little  town  of  Afcoli. 

The  Romans  would  have  be'fieged  Luceria,'  when  they  were  fur- 
VoL.  II.  R  rounded 
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rounded  in  the  defile  by  Herennlus,  the  vaUant  and  cautious  leader  of 
the  Samnltes  5  where,  in  the  year  of  Rome  432,  or  321  before  the 
birth  of  Chrift,  they  were  obHged  to  pafs  under  the  yoke  at  Clmidium  *» 

Afcoli  was  formerly  called  Afculum  ;  and,  near  this  place,  in  the  year 
of  Rome  471,  and  282  before  Chrift,  the  Romans,  under  the  condu<± 
of  their  two  confuls,  Curius,  and  Fabricius,  both  great  men,  gained  a 
battle  over  the  conqueror  Pyrrhus* 

The  high  mountain  of  Volto,  the  Vultur  of  the  ancients,  rifes  on  the 
fouth  weft  J  concerning  which  Horace  fo  poetically  fables  that,  having 
fallen  a  fleep  upon  it  while  a  boy,  the  doves  had  bedecked  him  with  fprigs 
of  myrtle  and  laurel  : 

Mefabtilofsy  Vulture  m  Appuloy 
Jltficis  extra  limen  Apiili^y 

Ludofatigatumquefomnoy 

Fronde  nova  puerum  palumhes 

Texere  :  mirum  quodforet  omnihus^, 
^licumque  celf<£  nldum  Acheront'nVy 

Saltufque  BaniimSy  et  arvum 

Pingue  tenent  humilis  Ferenti  :. 

JJt  tuto  ab  atr'ts  corpore  v'lperh 
Donnirem  et  urfis  :  ut  pretnerer  facrS 

Lauroque,  collatdque  myto.,_ 

Notijlne  dis  animofus  infans  ! 

HoR.  lib.  Ui.  od.  iv.  9. 

Fatigu'd  with  fleep,  and  youthful  toil  of  play, 
When  on  a  mountain's  brow  reclin'd  I  lay,. 
Near  to  my  natal  foil,  around  my  head 
The  fabled  woodland  doves  a  verdant  foliage  fpread". 

*  The  Count  has  been  guilty  of  two  miftakes,  in  this  (hort  paflage  ;  a  thing  very  un- 
ufual  with  him  :  the  received  name  is  Caudium,  not  Claudium.  Fortius  was  the  general 
of  thq  Samnites  •,  and  Herennius  was  his  father,  whofe  advice  was  indeed  too  wife  to  be 
followed  by  the  vain  and  ambitious  fon  :  it  was  generoufly  to  fuffer  the  Romans  impri- 
Iqvx^  \\\  \h^  Caudina  Furca  XQ  iit^dxt.     Liv,  ix.     T, 

I.  Mattej, 
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Matter,  be  fur e,  cf  wonder  mofl  profound 
To  all  the  gazing:  habitants  around, 
"Who  dwell  in  Acherontia's  airy  glades, 
Amid  the  Eantian  woods,  or  low  Ferentum's  meads, 

By  fnakes  of  poifon  black,  and  beaPcs  of  prev. 
That  thus,  in  devy  fleep  unharm'd  I  lay  ; 
Laurels  and  myrtle  were  around  me  pil'd, 
Not  without  guardian  gods  an  animated  child. 

Francis. 

To  the  north  eail,  we  faw  the  mountain  of  Gargaiiin ;  which  is 
fituated  in  the  province  of  Capltanata^  over  the  bay  of  Manfredonich 
It  is  now  called  Monte  San  Angela.  Here  there  is  a  chapel,  which  is 
vifited  by  pilgrims  ;  and  Vv'e  met  feveral  country  people,  in  the  fore- 
noon, who  were  returning  from  their  journey.  They  bore  pine 
branches,  with  their  fruit,  tied  round  their  long  pilgrim  ftaves  ;  to 
denote  that  they  had  accomplifhed  their  pilgrimage. 

Before  the  fun  went  down,  we  reached  the  village  oi  Anion  a  ;  which 
was  known  to  the  ancients  under  its  prefent  name,  though  it  was  like- 
wife  called  Ardonea, 

The  Greek  name  for  all  Apulia  was  y^pygici ;  and  the  country  on 
this  fide  of  the  river  Aii/idus,  which  is  now  called  Ofanto^  was  the 
ApnTia  Datinia  of  the  Romans.  The  epithet  Daunia  militarise  or  the 
warlike  Daunia,  was  applied  to  it  by  Horace.  Apulia  was  always 
famous  for  its  heat ;  which  yefterday,  confidering  the  feafon  of  the 
year,  was  very  great  ;  though  an  enlivening  fea  breeze  blowed  from 
the  Adriatic,  toward  the  eaft,  in  the  afternoon. 

We  found  a  very  effedual  and  pleafant  antidote  to  the  heat,  in  that 
kind  of  large  citron  which  is  common  in  the  fouth  of  Italy,  and  is 
called  Valenciana.  It  is  not  fo  foft  and  excellent  as  the  lefs  and  more 
common  citron  :  but  it  may  be  entirely  eaten,  both  pulp  and  fkin. 

Yefterday,  at  Ardona,  w^e  had  a  diftant  view  of  the  Adriatic;  illu- 
minated by  the  rifing  fun.     It  was  our  intention  to  arrive  at  Barletta 

R  2  in 
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in  the  evening ;  from  which  v/e  meant  to  make  a  trip  to  Cauiice^  to 
view  the  fisld  oi  battle :  but  we  learnt,  at  Ccngnola^  that  it  was  but 
a  (hort  day's  journey  to  Barletta  palling  by  Gann?e  :  we  therefore  de- 
termined to  remain  at  Cerlgnola,  as  the  heat  was  very  great,  and  take 
this  road  on  the  morrow. 

The  plain  is  dry,  and  ilindy;  and  only  here  and  there  fcantily  fhaded, 
by  wild  pear  trees:  but  the  lliort  grafs  is  the  more  aromatic,  and 
affords  excellent  pafture  for  fneep.  Horace  travelled  here,  and  what ' 
he  fays  of  the  place  is  ftriclly  true.  The  bread  is  excellent  ;  the  water 
is  dug  from  wells,  and  fold :  though  the  fprings  are  not  diftant.  Be- 
fore I  had  examined  the  combining  circumftances,  which  after  fo  many- 
ages  have  pafTed  away  are  ftill  concordant,  I  vras  not  of  the  opinion 
of  thofe  who  imagine  the  poet  fpoke  of  Ariano.  An  additional  proof 
is  what  Horace  has  faid  of  the  name  of  the  place;  which  is,  that  it  did 
not  accord  w^ith  his  verfe.  The  names,  Eauiis  Tiiikus^  can  indeed  in  no 
manner  be  brought  into  verfe.  The  old  name  of  Cerlgnola  vv^as  not 
known.  Befide,  we  muft  not  forget  that  Horace  came  from  Villa  Tre- 
vicl :  the  prefent  Trev'ico.  He  made  a  retrograde  motion  of  four-and- 
twenty  miles,  before  he  reached  the  place  in  queftion.  I  do  not  accu- 
rately know  how  far  Ariano  is  from  Trevico  ;  but  it  is  certain  that,  on 
his  journey  from  Rome  to  Brundufium,  he  muft  have  gone  a  confider- 
able  way  back,  in  order  to  come  to  Ariano.  At  prefent,  Cerignola  is 
thirty  miles  from  Trevico :  but  the  roads  of  the  Romans  were  gene- 
rally in  a  right  line,  and  fhorter  than  moft  of  the  m.odern  roads.  Nay- 
more,  Horace  tells  us  that  the  prudent  traveller  would  do  well  to  take 
the  bread  of  this  place  with  him  to  Cantifium :  the  modern  Canojfa* 
Canoffa  is  fix  miles  diftant  from  Cerignola :  but  it  is  forty-two  from 
Ariano  !  Would  a  traveller  carry  bread  in  his  wallet  two-and-forty 
miles  ?  Cerignola  actually  lay,  not  on  the  Appian  way,  but  three  miles 
from  it :  Horace  however  had  once  before  left  this  road,  when  he  went 
to  Villa  Trevici ;  probably,  on  both  occafions,  to  vifit  his  friends. 

In 
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In  Cerignola,  which  is  well  built,  there  is  ftill  a  Roman  mile-ftone  ; 
with  an  infcription,  of  the  age  of  Trajan  *. 

The  people  colledted  at  the  inn  ;  and,  as  is  the  cnftom  of  this  country, 
our  chamber  w^as  not  empty  of  tiiem  :  but  they  flared  at  us  as  if  we 
had  been  wild  animals.  They  queilicned  us  concerning  our  country, 
and  our  travels ;  and  talked  of  Italy,  of  the  battle  of  Cannse,  and  of 
the  antiquities  of  thefe  parts.  Our  friendly  hofl:  fent  for  one  Don 
Giovanni  Danielle ;  a  handfomc  young  man,  who  was  well  acquainted 
wnth  the  country  and  antient  authors ;  and  who  talked  with  great  ani- 
mation of  his  countryman  Horace,  and  of  his  native  town  Vemijia  : 
now  Vcnofa :  which  is  only  eighteen  Italian  miles  from  Cerignola. 
It  was  from  him  I  learnt  that  the  Atabulus^  which  Horace  tells  us 
rendered  the  hill  of  Apulia  barren,  is  a  parching  eaft  wind  ;  which  the 
people  of  Puglia  called  Althio. 

He  Ihewed  us  the  bay  of  Manfredonia,  and  Monte  Angelo,  from  the 
top  of  a  hill.  When  the  weather  is  clear,  Manfredonia  and  the  ruins 
of  the  antient  Arp'i^  founded  by  Diomedes,  may  be  feen.  The  antient 
Salapia^  the  ruins  of  which  are  ftill  called  Salpc^  ftood  not  far  from  Ce- 
rignola. 

Don  Giovanni  f  took  us  to  the  garden  of  one  of  his  friends,  w^ho  has 
a  country  houfe  near  Salpe.  Some  labourers,  digging  in  the  ground  a 
few  years  fince,  found  a  large  antique  vafe ;  the  mouth  of  w4iich  was 
carefully  covered  with  lead.    They  opened  it,  in  hopes  of  finding'gold: 

*  It  was  the  young  man  of  Puglia,  whom  I  have  mentioned  in  the  text,  who  told  me 
that  the  ancient  Appian  way  was  three  miles  diftant  from  Cerignola :  but  Riedefel  is  of 
opinion  that  Cerignola  was  fituated  on  this  way  ;  and  that  the  pillar,  which  is  fuppofed 
to  be  a  mile-ftone,  was  one  of  thofe  that  were  ere£led  to  Trajan  on  this  way,  after  his 
■victorious  campaign  againft  the  Daci :  and  this  is  a  rational  and  probable  fuppofition. 

t  In  the  fouth  of  Italy,  and  in  Sicily,  it  is  cuftomary  to  call  people  by  their  chrifliaii 
names  j  but,  inftead  of  Signor,  they  preface  them  with  the  epithet  Don.  Thus  the  Englifh 
preface  the  chriftian  names  of  the  Baronets,  and  Knights,  with  Sir :  a?,  Sir  Ifaac  :  Don 
G'lovannu 

inftead 
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inftead  of  vvluch,  they  found  only  a  clear  odoriferous  water.  Full  of 
vexation  at  the  difiippointment,  they  threw  it  out  of  the  vafe  :  and  thus 
fcattered  this  valuable  water  of  the  nardus:  the  charming  fcent  of 
v/hich  was  felt  far  around,  for  three  days.  The  high  value,  which  the 
people  of  the  Eaft,  as  well  as  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  fet  upon  thiii 
perfume  is  well  known. 

During  our  walk,  the  fame  of  the  arrival  of  foreigners  had  fpread, 
and  a  great  crowd  furrounded  us ;  fome  of  whom  followed  us  into 
our  apartment.  The  landlord  rcquefted  Jacobi  to  write  down  our 
names,  and  country ;  that,  by  this  means,  he  might,  when  we  were 
gone,  fatisfy  the  enquirers. 

As  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  feldom  travel  without  an  armed 
Efcort,  and  as  they  form  a  ftrange  idea  of  our  country,  travellers  like 
us  from  a  land  fo  diftant,  appeared  to  them  bold  adventurers  ;  who  had 
encountered,  and  ft  ill  had  to  encounter,  Herculean  labours.  Their  fen- 
fations  are  rather  lively  than  durable  :  but  they  feel  themfelves  in- 
terefted  in  foreigners,  concerning  whom  they  are  induced  ferioufly  to 
enquire. 

Don  Giovanni  now  accompanied  us  to  CanofTa ;  and  afterward,  for 
the  Romans,  to  the  too  celebrated  Cannse.  On  our  road,  we  paffed 
the  river  Ofaiito  :  the  Aiijidus  of  the  ancients  :  the  waters  of  vsrhich  are 
already  much  decreafed  ;  and,  in  the  middle  of  fummer,  its  broad  ftony 
bed  will  be  little  more  than  a  brook :  but,  in  autumn  and  winter,  it  is 
a  charming  ftream,  and  deferves  the  epithet  of  longe  fonans^  or  far- 
founding,  which  Horace  gives  it ;  for  it  frequently  overflows  the  fields, 
as  in  the  poet's  time  ;  to  whofe  waters  he  compares  the  llcp-fon  of 
Auguftus,  the  young  warrior  Claudius. 

.•S/V  taunformis  volvitur  Aujidus, 
^ui  regna  Daimi  prajlidt  Appnli^ 
CtimfcEVity  hot  retidawque  cult  is 
Dihiviem  meditatur  agris. 

HoR.  lib.  Iv.  od.  14. 

So 
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So  branching  Aufidus,  who  laves 

The  Daunian  realms,  fierce  rolls  his  waves. 

"When  to  the  golden  labours  of  the  fwain 

He  meditates  his  wrath^and  deluges  the  plain. 

Francis. 

The  prefent  CanofTa  Includes  only  a  part  of  the  ancient  town  ;  of 
which  there  ftill  are  tombs,  a  gate,  and  ruins  of  the  walls,  remaining. 
We  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  found  the  tomb  of  the  benevolent 
Bufa  ;  a  noble  matron,  who,  after  the  battle  of  Cannse,  when  the  citi- 
zens of  Canufium  afforded  fhelter  to  four  thoufand  fugitive  Romans, 
generoufly  fupplied  them  with  corn,  clothing,  and  money,  for  v;hich 
{he  was  publicly  honoured  by  the  Senate  ^. 

Following  the  advice  of  Horace,  we  took  bread  with  us  from  Cerig- 
nola:  in  which  we  were  very  prudent.  Nam  Camisi  lapidofns,  fays 
the  poet:  and  the  bread  of  Canofla  is  in  fact  ftill  of  a  ftony  quality, 
and  w^orfe  than  any  I  have  met  with,  in  Italy  ;  in  many  parts  of  which 
the  bread  is  bad.  This  hardnefs  feems  juftly  afcribed  to  the  foft  mill-- 
ftones  of  Canofla :  yet  It  is  inconceivable  that  the  inhabitants  fhould 
have  continued  for  more  than  eighteen  centuries  in  this  practice,  with- 
out fending  for  other  millftones. 

The  principal  church  is  a  very  wretched  Gothic  building :  but  It 
contains  fix  pillars  of  verde  antico^  and  likewife  is  the  burial  place  of 
Boemondo  ;  the  knight  whom  Taflb,  in  his  Jerufalem  Delivered,  has- 
rendered  immortal. 

We  vifited  the  field  of  battle  at  Cannae,  with  LIvy  in  our  hand. 
How  does  the  afped  of  the  place  give  reality  to  the  deeds  of  former 
times,  and  form  and  colour  to  the  fhades  of  the  departed  !  The  de- 
fcription  of  Livy  is  delightful.  We  evidently  faw  how  Hannibal  had 
^pported  his  left  wing  by  the  Aufidus.  extending  his  right  toward  the 
downs  near  the  fea  j  and  how  the  fouth-weft  windj  from  the  Vultur- 

*  tiv.  xxii.  c.  'C2. 

hill, 


j,g  TR.AVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

hill,  vent  us  Vnltimius^  and  the  afternoon  fun,  were  full  in  the  face  of 
the  Romans. 

It  was  about  the  time  of  harveft  when  the  battle  was  fought ;  and 
the  afternoon  rays  of  the  fun  are  even  already  fcorctiing,  while  the 
fouth-weft  wind,  from  Volto,  blows,  bringing  duft  with  it  over  the 
fandy  plain.  Some  hnd  it  difficult  to  imagine  why  the  flying  Romans 
fhould  not  rather  have  pafTed  the  river  than  have  come  to  Canodlx.  It 
is  true  the  Ofanto  was-  always  fcanty  of  water,  in  fummer,  and  ford- 
able  ;  and  a  part  of  the  Roman  army,  that  was  (lationed  on  that  fide, 
mirht,  by  exertion,  have  pafled.  But  it  is  not  recolledted  that,  in  this 
general  flight,  the  fugitives  prefled  on  all  fides;  that,  probably,  the 
excellent  cavahy  of  the  Carthaginians  had  cut  off  every  other  retreat ; 
that  a  handful  of  men  only  efcaped  to  CanofTa ;  and  that  Hannibal 
himfelf  called  to  the  victorious  army,  "  Enough  !  Forbear  !  Spare  the 
vanquiflied  1" 

Below  one  of  thefe  downs,  there  is  a  clear  fpring,  with  much  water; 
at  which  tradition  fays  that,  while  bleeding  with  his  wounds,  Paulus 
^milius  here  refrefned  himfelf,  before  he  expired. 

The  whole  place  appears  very  naked  :  but,  on  the  approach  to  Bar- 
letta,  there  are  good  arable  lands,  and  vineyards  ;  the  vines  of  which 
are  not  carried  an  ell  high  :  and  it  is  affirmed  that  this  kind  of  wine  is 
the  beft,  becaufe  the  grape  is  more  perfedly  ripened  by  the  fteaming 
%varm.th  of  the  ground,  as  it  rifes  from  the  rocky  bed.  Thefe,  which 
are  of  a  red  kind,  are  ftrong  and  ardent.  As  the  wine  here  is  as 
cheap  as  the  beer  with  us,  the  Swifs,  who  lately  were  ftationed  at  Bar- 
letta  in  garrifon,  drank  it  to  dangerous  excefs. 

Great  quantities  of  a  plant  are  found  in  the  bean  fields  ;  to  extirpate^i'- 
which  no  degree  of  induftry  is  fufhcient.     It  bears  a  white  pyramidal  !•' 
flower ;  which  refembles,  but  is  larger  than,  the  fweet  pea.     Its  roots 
are  entwined  round  the  roots  of  the  bean  plant,  grow  with  it,  and  thus 
render  it  fickly.  The  people  call  this  plant^o/-^/3/Vz;  2cc^^fiicciamek ;  be- 

r  caufe 
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caufe  the  bees  take  delight  in  extrading  honey  from  it.  It  is  called 
orobanche^  dindiftamma^  in  Tufcany. 

Barletta  is  a  tolerably  large  well  built  tov/n ;  and  its  fitiiation  on  the 
Adriatic,  the  afpedl  of  which  to  me  is  delightful,  is  the  more  charming 
becaufe  you  likevvife  difcover,  oppofite  to  the  coaft  of  the  bay  of  Man- 
fredonia,  the  high  mountain  of  San  Angelo  :  which  was  the  Garganus 
of  the  ancients,  celebrated  for  its  fertility.  Barletta  may  contain 
twenty-two  thoufand  inhabitants;  and  has  a  largexftone  pier,  which 
runs  into  the  fea :  yet  it  is  faid  that  it  is  never  a  fafe  place  for  {hip- 
ping ;  efpecially  when  the  Grcco-Levante,  or  eafl:  north  eaft  wind, 
blows.  The  people  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade;  and  the  principal 
articles  of  exportation  are  corn,  almonds,  and  fait.  Near  the  town, 
there  are  large  royal  fait  works. 

A  bronze  coloffal  ftatue  of  the  Emperor  Heraclius,  which  was  found 
in  the  fea.  Hands  in  the  market  place  ;  of  which  the  people  have  made 
a  Saint. 


LETTER     LXXX. 

Taranto,  nth  May  1792. 

'N  the  15th,  we  rode  from  Barletta  to  Bari :  the  province 
of  which,  now  by  fome  called  Terra  dl  Bari,  and  by  others  Provlnc'ia 
di  Trani,  v/as  by  the  ancients  named  Dautiia  Peucetia :  or  rather  fimply 
Feiicetia.     The  Peucetii  were  likewife  called  PcediculL 

On  our  road  between  Barletta  and  Bari,  we  paiTed  through  four 
other  towns,  all  of  which  are  in  like  manner  built  on  the  fea  fide,  called 
Trani,  Bifeglia,  Molfetta,  and  Giovenazzo. 

Vol.  HI.  S  Traril, 
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Triiii^  formerly  Turrenum^  is  the  feat  of  an  archbiihop.  It  may 
contain  about  fifteen  thoufand  Inhabitants ;  and  the  handfomely  built- 
Molfetta  twelve  thoufand.  BifegUa^  the  antient  Vigil'icE^  has  a  ftreetint 
which  there  are  larger  houfes  than  might  have  been  expeded  in  fa- 
final  1  a  town. 

The  appearance  of  Giovenazzo  is  fmgular.    It  has  very  high,  walls  of:" 
ruRic  architedure ;  within  which  the  high  houfes,  and  towers,  rife  in- 
narrow  rows:  the  roofs  flat,  and.  built  of  poliflied.  ilone..     Giovenazzo: 
in  appearance  reminds  you  of  the  fports  of  nature   in  various   kinds; 
of  marble,  agate,  or  cryftalj,  among  which  you  imagine  you  fee  walls,, 
houfes,  and  towers. 

On  this  coaft,  all- the  productions  of  nature  and  art  are  fmgular,  and 
different  from  any  that  I  have  hitherto  feen*  The  lands  are  induf- 
trioufly  cultivated:  but,  in  many  of  the  fields,  the  oats  and  barley  grow 
in  tufts  '*.  The  corn  has  not  been  fown  with  broad  call ;  but  three  or 
four  grains  have  been  planted  together,  in  the  manner  we  plant  garden 

peasf. 

I  am  told  that  the  corn  which  is  reared  in  this  manner  is  cut,  before 
the  ears  ripen,  as  green  fodder  for  cattle.  Where  the  land  is  very 
rocky  and  the  plough  cannot  be  ufed,  this  may  be  the  beft,  or  perhaps 
the  only,  m.anner  of  turning  it  to  advantage.  The  vines  are  not  higher 
than  potatoe  plants  are  with  us ;  and  the  ears  of  corn  and  the  vine  arc 
often  intertwined.  In  thefe  fields  the  fig,  the  carob,  the  almond,  the 
peach,  the  apricot,  the  olive,  and  the  granate  tree,  the  beautiful  red 
bloom,  of  which  now  begins  to  appear,,  are  all  feen  to  grow.  Here  you 
find  various  fields  that  are  entirely  like  thofe  through  which  Sampfon 
fent  the  jackalls  ;  which,  in  the  tranllation  of  the  bible,  have  impro- 
perly been  called  foxes ;  when  he  tied  the  fire  brands  to  their  tails, 
"  let  them  go  into  the  fiianding  corn  of  the  Philiilines,  and  burnt  up 
**  both  the  fnocks  and  alfo  the  ftanding  corn,  with  the  vineyards  and. 

*  I  have  fmce  fetn  wheat  grow  in  this  manner,  hi  feveral  parts  of  Siciry. 

"  olives." 


•  *« 
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"  olives  *.''•  There  is  a  valley,  between  TranI  and  Biieglla,  in  which 
we  evidently  difcover  the  bed  of  a  river,  that  formerly  meandered 
through  the  plain  and  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea.  Like  our  blue 
trcvifc^^  the  fingle  red  poppy  grows  here  in  great  quantities,  which  the 
French  call  coqudico^  and  which  grows  among  our  wheat  tliough  fpar- 
ingly.  The  yellow  horned  poppy  is  found  here  wild,  in  abundance, 
among  the  rocks  and  fand  of  the  ihore.  The  carob^  ccratonja^  extends 
itT5  branches  very  far :  the  twigs  frequently  fuik,  and  are  weighed 
down  to  the  ground ;  where  they  probably  take  root,  and  the  fprout- 
ing  ftems  are  at  laft  feparated  from  the  mother  plant. 

TJiere  are  remarkable  fmall  round  huts  built  here,  of  the  fieldflone, 
that  have  no  windows,  and  only  a  low  entrance,  which  is  always  open. 
Here  the  country  people  live,  v/ith  their  v/ives  and  children,  durinp- 
the  vintage.  I  fend  you  a  drawing  of  thefe  huts,  which  will  convey 
to  you  fome  idea  of  thefe  fmgular  places. 

The  wine  is  very  ardent,  and  red,  like  moft  of  the  Italian  wines.  The 
■white  wines,  fome  of  the  moft  generous  excepted,  are  not  to  be  indulged 
in :  at  leaft,  it  is  affirmed  that  they  do  not  agree  with  Germans.  The 
varieties  of  tree,  grain,  and  vine,  afford  an  inceflant  change ;  which  is 
ftill  farther  embellifhed  by  the  profped  of  the  highly  coloured,  blue, 
Adriatic  fea. 

I  might  ealily  have  given  a  pompous  defcription  of  places,  which  are 
fome  hundreds  of  German  miles  diftant,  but  I  muft  acknowledge  that 
the  country  between  Barletta  and  Bari,  entertaining  as  it  is  to  a  tra- 
veller, is  not  that  which  fatisfies  the  heart.  The  numerous  trees  it 
contains  afford  only  fcattered  and  inefficient  fhades.  There  is  no 
thought  of  an  umbrageous  walk  \  and  pure  as  the  charming  vegetation 

*  Judges  XV,  5.  My  clerical  friend,  Rudolf  Schinz,  from  Zurich,  has  made  the  fame 
remark,  in  -has  Defcription  of  Italian  Sv/ltzerland,  concerning  the  refemblance  between 
fuch  fields  and  thofe  of  the  Philiftines. 

t  I  cannot  difcover  more  than  the  context  tells  me  of  this  plant.     T. 

S  2  is. 
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Is,  excepting  only  the  gloomy  and  mutilated  olive  tree,  yet  the  Im- 
preffion  of  the  whole  wants  that  fecret,  inimitable,  fuUnefs  of  harmony, 
which  is  the  refult  only  of  great  and  uninjured  nature. 

The  whole  is  a  rock:  yet  we  never  fee  any  bold  projecting  rocks, 
any  grottos,  any  forefts,  or  any  fprings.  How  different  to  this  were 
the  grandeur  and  harmony  of  the  noble  and  native  beauties,  which  we 
fo  lately  l^\w  in  the  iflands  of  thebay  of  Naples :  at  Sorento,  at  Cava, 
at  Vietrl,  and  betvv  een  Salerno  and  Avellino  ! 

Bari  is  built  upon  a  rock,  which  is  a  peninfula.  Horace  calls  it  the 
fifh-abounding  Bari ;  but  the  fifh  of  this  place,  at  prefent,  are  more  fa- 
mous for  their  goodnefs  than  for  their  numbers.  Though  Horace  is 
the  firft  writer  who  mentions  this  town,  the  inhabitants  maintain  that 
it  is  more  ancient  than  Rome.  This  is  a  kind  of  vanity  peculiar  to  the 
Italians. 

Bari  is  the  feat  of  an  archbifhop,  and  may  contain  about  twenty 
thoufand  inhabitants.  Its  trade  principally  confifts  in  olives  and  al- 
monds. 

We  met  with  quantities  of  both  thefe  trees,  as  we  travelled  on  the 
6th,  leaving  the  coaft  of  the  Adriatic  and  Bari  to  go  to  Taranto.  The 
beautiful  frefli  verdure  of  the  almond  tree  is  heightened  by  the  pallid 
hue  of  the  oUve. 

During  the  heat  of  the  day,  we  halted  at  a  little  town,  that  is  called 
Mondrone ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  bufily  employed  in  cele- 
bratino- the  holiday  of  their  patron  Saint,  Santo  Triphone.  About  four 
hundred  little  pieces  of  artillery,  made  of  gun  barrels,  w^ere  arranged  be- 
fore the  church  ;  and,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  place,  were  fired 
in  honour  of  the  Saint,  as  his  image  was  borne  in  folemn  proceflion,  ac- 
companied by  priefts,  banners,  drums,  and  fifes.  The  people  entreated 
us  very  much  to  look  at  their  beautiful  Saint.  It  was  the  figure  of  a 
warrior,  completely  armed,  about  half  the  fize  of  a  man :  a  kind  of 
puppet,  cut  in  wood.  The  honours  now  paid  to  him  were  probably 
the  honours  that  were  formerly  paid,  in  the  fame  place,  to  fome  hero. 

The 
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The  Italians  are  always  inclined  to  confider  iheir  Saints'  days  as  ho- 
lidays.    They  frequently  mingle  with   this  trifling  amufement  an  in- 
ward but  fleeting  lenfe  of  devotion  :  a  flafli  wiiich,  among  mofl:  of  them 
fcarcely  pailes  perhaps  from  the  image  to  the  Saint:  much  lefs  to  him 
who  alone  is  worthy  of  adoration. 

In  the  evening,  we  rode  through  a  wood  ;  in  which,  along  with  the 
oak,  there  v>^ere  many  cork  trees.  This  kind  of  tree  appears  to  be  a 
medium  between  our  oak  and  the  evergreen  prickly  oak ;  the  fruit  of 
which,  thoMgli  lefs,  is  perfectly  like  our  acorn.  The  fruit  of  the  cork 
tree  is  Hill  lefs  than  this,  and  not  fo  lon^- ;  and,  like  the  other  kinds  of 
acorn,  it  is  eaten  by  fwine.  Corks  for  bottles  are  made  from  the  bark 
of  this  tree;  and  likewife  cork  foles :  for  which  reafon  it  is  called  by 
fome  the  flipper  tree.  This  bark  is  alfo  ufed  for  the  nets  of  fifher- 
men :  becaufe,  by  fwimming  on  the  furface,  it  ihews  where  the  nets 
have  been  cail.  Of  this  likewife  the  cork  jacket  is  made ;  which  is 
ufed  for  fwimming,  and  the  ufe  of  which  Is  ancient.  In  the  advice 
given  to  Horace  by  his  father,  the  latter  adds,  "  When  thou  art  old> 
thou  wilt  fwim  without  the  help  of  bark :" 

Nobis  fine  cortice  *: 

figuratively  to  tell  him  he  would  not  then  want  aid.      This  valuable 
tree  feems  deilined   by  the  Creator,  for  our  ufe,  to  be  robbed  of  its 
bark  :  for  every  other  tree,  when  ftripped  of  its  bark,  dies.     The  bark 
is  four  fingers  thick ;  and,  after  it  has  been  peeled  away,  grows  again 
in  two  years. 

We  palled  the  night  In  the  little  town  of  Gloja;  and,  on  the  7th, 
we  again  came  to  a  large  forefl:  but  tlie  (lony  foil  will  not  permit  the 
trees  to  attain  a  beautiful  growth.  Here  and  there,  we  faw  good  corn 
fields  :  but  we  met  with  others, 

"  PFo,  injiein'igcm  acker ^  die  faat  der  kiefel  erjlicht  f , 


*  Hor.  i.  Sat.  iv.  i20. 

f  In  itony  lands,  where  flints  the  feed  had  killed. 


as 
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as   Klopftock,  in  an  inimitably  expfeffive  and  rugged  verfe,  has  told 

us. 

We  expe<5led  to  have  met  with  a  ridge  of  the  Apennines,  -which 
fhould  have  formed  the  heart  cf  the  peninlula :  but  the  rocky  hills, 
that  lie  between  Gioja  and  Mafafra,  do  not  deferve  this  name.  The 
whole  country  between  Bari  and  Taranto,  like  the  coafl;  between  Bar- 
letta  and  Bari,  is  flat  and  rocky* 

At  noon,  we  yielded  to  the  friendly  importunities  of  our  hoft,  at 
Mafafra ;  who  took  us  to  the  church,  to  fhew  us  the  carved  image  of 
the  Madonna  dclla  Scala-:   Our  Lady  of  the  Ladder.     With   what  en- 

thufiafm    did   he  fpeak not  o£  the   Virgin of  the  image  ! 

You  no  doubt  remember  the  contell  that  arofe  in  the  time  of  Auguftus, 
between  the  Thundering  Jupiter  and  the  Jupiter  of  the  Capitol.  The 
common  people  in  Italy  are  all  zealous  for  the  image  of  their  town. 
It  is  not  fo  much  the  Holy  Virgin  as  the  Holy  Virgin  of  the  Ladder ; 
nor  fo  much  the  Holy  Virgin  of  the  Ladder  as  the  particular  image  be-- 
fIon<^ing  to  their  own  town,  and  their  own  parilli  church,  that  is  the 
object  of  their  devotion.  This  devotionaLzeal  is  the  aflbciate  of  national 
vanity.  The  folemn  honours  of  the  Saint  are  combined  with  popular 
games,  and  fports  ;  and  with  public  feftivals,  which  frequently  dege- 
nerate into  pernicious  excefs. 

•  The  fhrubs  and  vegetation  ofthefe  ftony  regions  are  very  powerfully 
odoriferous ;  and  efpecially  the  bufhy  ci/lus,  which  fills  the  air  with  a 
balfunic  fcent.  Its  bloom  is  generally  white,  though  fometimes  red ; 
and  the  flower,  which  the  German  gardeners  call  dJ}us-7-'6JIcin^^  can 
fcarcely  be  difl:inguifhed  from  the  field  rofe  :  though  the  leaves  and 
buds  are  very  different  from  the  leaves  and  buds  of  that  plant.  The 
cifl:us  with  us  is  a  green-houfe  plant. 

A  bufh,  the  leaves  of  which  refem.ble  trefoil,  and  which  1)ears  great 
quantities  of  a  fruit  that  refembles  beans,  likewife  grows  wild  here. 
The  people  call  it  hfp'ina fdvaggia :  or  the  \Yi\6.'hp?ius, 

^  Little  ciftus  rofe. 

As 
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As  the  Greeks  had  named  all  Apulia  after  Japyx^  who  Is  fuppofed 
By  fome  to  be  a  fon  of  Daedalus,  by  others  a  brother  of  Daunius  and 
Peucetius,   ■'he  fons   of  Lycaon,  fo  they  called  the  peninfula   (which 
fometimes  is  now  called  l^erra  di  Lecce^  from   the  chief  town   LeccCy, 
but  oftener  T^frr^  rt^'O/r^;//©  after  Otranto)  MefTapia ;  from  MefTapus,,, 
who  was  faid  to  be  a  fon  of  Neptune. 

— —  Mejfapus  equian  domkorj  Neptiima  proles, 

V'iRG.  /Ew.  vil.  691. 

MefTapus  next,  great  Neptune  was  his  fire. 

Dryden,  v.  955. 

-     The  ancients  called  the  eaft  fide  of  the  peninfula  Calabria  ;  and  the 
weft  the  land  of  the  Salentines  :  though  the  latter  was  frequently  in- 
cluded' under  the  name  Calabria.     Thus  the  infcription  of  the  monu- 
ment of  Virgil,  which  fome  hold  to  have  been  written  by  the  poet  him-- 
felf,  tells  us, 

Mantua  me  genuii.,  Calabri  rapture^  tenet  nunc 
Parthenope ;  cecini  pafcuOy  r//?'«,  duces. 

I  Tung  floclcs,  tillage,  heroes  :  Mantua  gave 
Me  life,^  Brunduiium  death,  Naples  a  grave. 

Life  of  Virgil  prefixed  to  Dryden^s  TranJlatioJi^ 

Tarentum,  v/here  Virgil  refided  for^  fome  time,  was   underftood  by ; 
the  general  name  Calabria.. 

The  provinces,  which .  are  nov/'  called  Calabria  c'ltra  and  Calabria 
oltra^  had  very  different  names  given  them  by  the  ancients  ;  who,  at; 
firft,  called  them  by  thc'  common  term  Lucania.  When  fugitive  fhep- 
herds  rofe  againft  their  rulers,  and  founded  an  individual  ftate,  Cala- 
bria oltra^  which  we  likew^ife,  becaule  of  its  fouthern  fituation,  call 
Calabria,  received  from  them  the  name  of  Bruttittm  :  and  this  muft  not; 
be  confounded  with  Abruzzo^  which  is  the  modern  name  of  a  part  of 

the 
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the  ancient  Sainnium.     Calabria  c'ltra  continued  to  be  called  Lucania 
1>V  the  ancients. 

Virril  makes  Mefiapus  combat  againil  the  Trojans,  as  the  ally  of 
Turnus.  The  people  of  Meflapia  were  not  of  Greek  origin,  but  were 
called  by  the  Greeks  barbarians  :  a  word  which,  among  them,  did  not 
fo  accurately  fignify  a  barbarous  nation  as  a  nation  that  was  not 
Greek.  Tarentum  was  not  only  the  principal  town  in  MeiTapia  but 
in  all  Italy ;  and  was  taken  by  the  Greeks  about  feven  hundred  years 
before  the  birth  of  Chrift :  the  occafion  of  which  1  will  relate. 

During  a  tedious  war  between  the  Spartans  and  the  Meflenii,  the 
Lacedemonian  women  complained  of  being  fo  long  deprived  of  all 
intercourfe  with  their  hufbands. 

Among  the  Spartans,  more  than  among  any  other  of  the  Greeks, 
and  more  even  than  among  the  Romans,  the  man  was  fubordinate  to 
the  citizen,  and  virtue  to  the  ftate.  The  women  were  permitted,  or 
rather  commanded,  to  receive  the  youths,  who  remained  at  home,  as 
their  hufbands.  When  the  army  at  length  returned,  the  fruits  of  thefe 
connedlions,  who  were  improperly  enough  called  maiden  fons, 
'KcLo'^iviQi^  were  confidered  as  natural  children.  This  enraged  them  ; 
and,  under  the  condud:  of  Phalanthus,  many  of  them  left  their  coun- 
try, and  with  their  leader  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Italy. 

The  oracle  had  told  Phalanthus  that  he  fhould  fettle  in  that  land,  and 
city,  where  it  {hould  rain  from  a  clear  {ky.  Phalanthus  defeated  the 
barbarians ;  but  conquered  neither  their  town  nor  their  country,  and 
vras  grieved  that  he  could  not  difcover  the  meaning  of  the  oracle. 
His  wife  accompanied  him,  endeavoured  to  afford  him  confolation, 
and,  as  his  head  happened  to  be  lying  on  her  lap  that  ihe  might  free  it 
from  vermin,  her  tears  wetted  the  hair.  It  then  immediately  occurred 
to  him  that  the  oracle  was  fulfilled  :  for  his  wife's  name  was  Aithra^ 
which  figniiies  clear  Jhy  '*.  Strengthened  by  this  animating  hope, 
he  took  Tarentum  the  following  night ;  which,  at  that  time,  was  the 

*  Strabo  :  and  Paufanias,  lib.  x. 

greateft 
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greateft  and  wealthieft  city  of  the  Barbarians  on  the  fea  coafi:  *.  The 
city  and  the  river,  among  the  Greeks,  preferved  their  ancient  name  of 
'Taras ;  from  the  hero  Taras,  to  whom  the  founding  of  Tarentum  was 
afcribed,  and  to  whom  they  did  the  honour  of  fuppofing  him  to  be  a 
fon  of  Neptune.  From  Taras  the  Romans  formed  Tarcf/tus^  and  more 
frequently  Tarentum  ;  and  from  thefe  came  its  prefent  name,  Taranto. 
The  firft  fyllable  is  pronounced  long  :  as  likewife  is  the  O,  in  the  name 
of  the  town  of  Otranto.  The  fchool  of  Pythagoras  flouriflied  for  a 
time  in  Tarentum  ;  and  produced  Archytas,  one  of  the  greatefl  men 
of  antiquity,  who  governed  the  x.ov<\\  with  wifdom  and  refped,  and 
who  was  the  contemporary  and  friend  of  Plato. 

It  likewife  formed  Lyfis,  a  citizen  of  Tarentum ;  and  he  the  great 
Epaminondas,  the  pride  of  Thebes  and  Greece,  in  an  age  when  great 
men  were  no  longer  common. 

The  people  of  Tarentum  were  celebrated  for  bodily  exercifes  ;  and 
a  certain  method  of  training  war  horfes  was  called,  after  them^ 
ra^civTocvi^eiv,  A  part  of  the  bay  of  Tarentum,  which  was  called  the 
Saturiafi  fields,  was  famed  for  its  ftuds  f  j  and  even  ftill  affords  good 

horfes  t.  n/r-r    r 

^  Mifufing 

*  There  are  people  who  would  entirely  banlfli  fable  from  ancient  hiftory  ;  and  by  fuch 
people  I  {hall  frequently  be  criticifed.  To  feparate  the  fabulous  from  the  hiftorical,  as 
frequently  as  poflible,  is  good  :  but  not  without  exception.  Truth  often  is  concealed 
behind  the  veil  of  fable.  Befide,  fable  appears  to  me  ftill  more  important  as  it  affords 
ahiftory  of  human  genius  than  as  the  vsil  of  hlflorlcal  fadl :  and  this  is  a  fpecles  of  hif- 
tory  more  engaging  to  the  true  philofopher  than  the  moft  pompous  details  of  war,  or 
fucceflions  of  dynaflies.  I  have  a  pafllng  recolledion  that  Fenelon  is  guilty  of  an  ana- 
chronifm  of  five  hundred  years,  when  he  makes  his  hero,  Telemachus,  the  contempo- 
rary of  Phalanthus.  Poets  have  the  right  of  changing  ages  to  anfwer  their  purpofes. 
We  ought  not  to  choofe  a  poet  as  our  guide  through  the  labyrinth  of  chronology.  I 
know  a  lady  of  wit  and  underftanding  who  iludies  the  Englifn  hiflorv  by  readin^^ 
Shakefpeare. 

f  Hor.  i.  Sat.  vi.  59. 

X  The  prefent  archbilliop  of  Taranto  found  a  fragment  of  ancient  marble,  in  the  prui- 
cipal  church,  on  which  is  the  following  part  of  an  iufcription  ; 
Vol.  II.  T 
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Mifufmg  the  fertility  of  the  earth  and  the  mildnefs  of  the  air,  the^ 
people  of  Tarentum  gradually  gave  themfelves  up  to  indolence,   and 
voluptuoufnefs.     At  the  time  that  they  affronted  Rome,  their  power 
was  great.     They  plundered  a  Roman  fquadron  of  fliips,  killed   the 
commander,  and  infulted  the  ambaifadors  that  came  to  complain  of  the 
"violence  done  to  the  rights  of  nations.     However  it  appears  that,  in. 
the   interim,    the  Romans   were    fecretly  pracSlifing  againft  the  con— 
traded  alliance,  and  were  the  real  promoters  of  the  breach  of  peace  : 
but  this  artful  conquering  people  knew  how  to  take  advantage  of  the: 
rafhnefs  which  they  excited  others  to  commit ;   and,   under  the  pre- 
text   of  juftice,  to  be  guilty  of  depredations.     War  was  proclaimed,, 
by  Rome,  and  Tarentum  applied  to  Pyrrhus  for  help.     After  Pyrrhus 
had   departed  from  Italy,  the  Tarentini  called  for  aid  on  the  Cartha- 
ginians :  however  they  foon  made  peace  with  the  Romans  *. 

In  the  fecond  Punic  war,  they  were  the  allies  of  the  Carthaginians  j; 
and  their  city  was  taken  by  Fabius  through  treachery.  Two  of  their, 
leaders,  Nicon  and  Democrates,  fell  in  combat  j  and  it  v/as  thought  that 
the  third,  Philomenes,  who  had  left  the  city  full  gallop  and  was  not 
again  heard  of,  had  thrown  himfelf  into  a  well.  Lt  was  he  who  had^ 
advifed  the  alliance  with  Hannibal. 

Many  ftatues  and  pictures  were  found  by  the  Romans ;  and,  among^^: 


AABX2NAEKAII2OnT0IOTEKAII 
©EOIS 


Itm 


From  the  part  that  remains  of  this  Infcription,  it  is  evident  that  he  who  dedicated  thi^ 
ftone  to  the  Gods  had  been  viflor  in  games  j  of  which  fome  were  in  imitation  of  the 
Pythian,  and  others  of  the  Olympic,  games. 


Liv.  Epit.  xli.  xiv.  xv. 


Others  J, 
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^others,  colofTal  ilataes  of  their  Gods,  In  combating  attitudes.  Fabli^s 
'Who  probably  forcfaw  the  influence  which  an  exceffive  admiration  of 
thefe  works  of  art  would  have  on  the  manners  of  the  Romans,  did  not 
take  away  the  ftatues,  and  the  pldurcs.  When  he  xvas  cueftioned  what 
booty  he  had  taken  and  how  he  had  aded,  the  fage  leader  repUed,  he 
had  left  the  Tarenthii  their  angry  Gods  *\ 

Thus^Tarentum  loft  its  freedom,  of  which  it  had  become  iTnworthy 
and  perhaps  incapable,  through  effeminacy  and  arrogance. 

In  the  time  of  its  profperity,  according  to  the  teitimoiiy  of  Strabo, 
it  had  as  great  a  fleet  as  any  people  of  Greece  ;  and  contained  thirty 
thoufand  foot,  ten  tlioufand  horfe,  and  three  thoufand  knights.     The 
geographer  adds  that  the  people  were   fo  funk  in  voluptuoufnefs  that 
they  had  more  fefl:ivals  than  there  were  days  in   the  year.     Thus    in 
Strabo's  time,  who  was  a  contemporary  of  Auguftus,  thouo-h  fubieded 
they   had  become  more   happy  than  their  voluptuous  forefathers  had 
been  toward  the  conclufion  of  their  independence.     There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  they  enjoyed  even   more  freedom,   under  the  Csfars 
than  they  did  toward  the  clofe  of  what  they  called  their  age  of  libert-. 
A  ftate  is  free,  or  flavifh,  according  as  the  laws  f  govern,  or  are  ne- 
gleded.      And  how   could   the  voluptuous   and    degraded    Taf\?ithii 
efcape  the  afflrdion  of  dlfobedience  to  the  lavv's  ? 

Taranto  at  prefent  may  contain  elgliteen  thoufand  Inhabitants,  and 
is  built  upon  the  ground  where  the  fortrefs  of  the  ancient  Tarentum 
ilood  ;  between  what  is  called  Marc  Piccolo,  or  little  fea,  and  the  bay 
of  Taranto.  This  is  a  rocky  iiland  ;  0:1  each  fide  of  which  there  is  a 
bridge,  that  gives  it  a  communication  with  the  two  feas :  or  rather 
with  the  little  bay  and  the  great,  between  which  it  (lands.  This  is  the 
only  place  in  tlie  Mediterranean  fea  where  regularly,  and  indubitably 
every  fix  hours,  the   tide   is  obferved  to   ebb  and  flow  J.   The  Mure 

Piccolo 
*  Liv.  xxvii.  I5;inj  \6. 

\  Subditute  the  word  morals,  and  tlie  reafoning  v/'ill  be  excellent.     T. 

X  In  the  tune  of  Ferdhiand  the  Fiift,  of  Arrngon,  Taranto    was  ii  peninfula  ;  but, 

T2 


axter 
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Piccolo  lies  to  the  eaft  and  the  north  of  the  town ;  and  tlie  bay  of  Ta- 
ranto  to  the  weft  and  the  fouth.  The  ancient  town  extended  far 
toward  the  fouth ;  and  the  whole  Mare  Piccoloy  which  is  more  than 
two  German  miles  in  circumference,  ferved  it  as  a  haven. 

The  Archbilliop  of  Taranto,  a  Neapolitan  of  the  noble  family  of 
Capece-Latro,  had  the  kindnefs  to  invite  us  on  the  8th,  the  morning 
of  the  day  after  our  arrival,  to  his  palace.  He  is  a  man  of  much  in- 
telli"'ence,  uncommonly  pleafmg  in  his  manners,  and  has  a  counte- 
nance that,  while  it  beams  w4th  benevolence  and  dignity  of  foul,  ap- 
pears to  me  extremely  to  refemble  the  portraits  of  Henry  the  Fourth 
of  France.  I  have  met  with  few  men  who  were  fo  familiar  with  na- 
ture as  he  is,  or  who  fo  well  knew  how  to  enjoy  her  beauties.  He  is 
one  of  thofe  rare  men  with  whom  you  are  as  intimately  acquainted, 
and  as  openly  confidential,  the  lirft  day  you  meet  as  with  the  tried 
friend  of  years. 

He  fhewed  us  the  garden  of  a  monaftery,  which  lies  tolerably  dif- 
tant  from  the  prefent  town,  eaft  ward,  and  w^hich  proves  the  grandeur 
of  the  ancient  city  ;  for  we  find  indubitable  traces  in  it  of  an  amphi- 
theatre. This  muft  have  been  the  work  of  the  Romans  ;  for  the 
Greeks  held  thefe  blood  thirfty  fpedtacles  in  abhorrence.  Nor  could 
it  have  been  built  before  the  time  of  the  laft  Emperors  of  the  firft  cen- 
tury ;  becaufe,  under  Auguftus,  Rome  itfelf  had  no  amphitheatre,  but 
thefe  fpettacles  w  ere  exhibited  in  the  Circus.  It  was  no  doubt  ered:ed, 
by  the  Romans,  either   within  or  immediately  in  the  vicinity  of  the 

ufter  Mahomet  the  Second,  In  the  year  1480,  had  taken  Otranto,  and  it  was  prefumed 
tljat  he  would  arrive  with  his  fleet  at  Taranto,  Ferdinand  commanded  that  the  cape  fhould. 
he  cut  tlirough.  The  work  was  continued  by  his  fon,  Alphonfus  ;  and  Philip  the  Second^ 
fon  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  commanded  the  canal  to  be  widened,  and  rendered  navigable. 
In  procefs  of  time,  it  became  dammed  up  ;  and  the  air  was  thus  rendered  very  unhealthy: 
but  Don  Carles,  the  father  of  the  reigning  King,  that  Dan  Carlos  to  whom  the  Two 
Sicilies  are  fo  much  indebted,  in  1755,  with  the  labour  of  three  years  once  mori"  opened 
it  ;  and  fince  that  time  the  air  of  Taranto  is  not  only  healthy  but  balfamic.     Vide  DcliciiS 

city ; 
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citv  J  for  we  find  that,  regardlefs  of  the  well  founded  difguft  of  the 
Greeks,  they  built  amphitheatres  in  moft  of  the  Greek  towns. 

From  this  the  Archbifhop  took  us  to  a  little  country  houfe,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mare  Piccolo ;  where,  for  his  recreation  on  the  water,  he 
has  built  a  fmall  haven,  in  which  there  are  fome  boats.  He  jocularly 
calls  this  haven  his  Breji ;  and  we  went  on  board  one  of  the  boats,. 
where  we  witnelTed  the  fingular  oeconomy  of  the  fhell  fiih,  which  is 
called  co^^a  pelofa  :  or,  rnltylus  efcnleiitiis,  Thefe  fifl^,  for  their  tafte, 
are  preferred  to  all  others,  are  peculiar  to  this  httle  fea,  and  are  fent 
from  here  to  Naples.  Stakes  of  pine  are  driven  into  the  fea  in  the 
month  of  December,  when  very  fmall  Ihell  fifli  cling  in  great  quantities 
round  thefe  flakes.  In  the  month  of  May,  the  flakes  are  almoft  en- 
tirely covered  with  them ;.  and  one  fhell  hangs  to  another  like  bees, 
when  a  young  fwarm  is  pendent,  in  the  form  of  a  bunch  of  grapes. 
They  are  then  fuddenly  torn  away,  and  thrown,  as  they  hang  in  cluf- 
ters,  into  the  fea  ;  where  they  attain  their  full  growth,  to  pleafe  the  pa- 
late of  the  ever  voluptuous  Tarantines.  If  they  are  fuifered  to  remain 
on  the  ftake,  they  only  keep  the  grovv^th  which  they  had  attained  during 
the  winter.  It  was  the  prejudice  of  the  inhabitants  that  thefe  ftakes 
eould  only  be  profitably  ereded  to  a  certain  diftance  near  the  town  : 
but  the  Archbifhop,  by  his  example,  has  taught  them  better  ;  and  the 
trade,  which  is  very  valuable  to  the  filhermen  of  Taranto,  has  greatly 
increafed. 

The  oyfters  of  this  little  fea  are  likewife  peculiarly  good.  People 
take  a  curved  and  forked  inftrument,  with  many  teeth,  by  which  they 
obtain  whatever  oyfiers  they  pleafe  from  the  tranfparent  wa-ter  ;  and, 
like, as  it  is  pleafant  to  eat  fruit  under  the  tree,  fo  they  here  eat  living 
oyfters  in  their  boats. 

The  Mare  Piccolo  is  remarkably  rich  in  fifn  ;  particularly  in  varieties 
of  oyfters,  and  fhell  nth  ;  and  perhaps  as  abundantly  fo  as  any  part  of 
the  luxuriant  Mediterranean,     Regulations,  which   probably   are  as 

ancient 
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•ancient  as  the  times  of  the  Greeks,  determine  what  kind  of  fifii  are  to. 
be  taken  every  month. 

Horace  makes  the  proficient  in  the  art  of  cookery,  Catius,  celehrate 
the  fliell  fifh  of  Tarentum  : 

J^eclinibus  patullsjaclatfe  molle  Tarentum. 

HoR.  Serm.  11.  fat.  iv.  34. 

And  foft  Tarentum  broadeft  fcollop s  boafls. 

Francis. 

The  Ma7-e  Piccolo  is  only  acceflible  to  the  natives  of  Taranto,  and  the 
people  on  its  borders.  Other  fifhermen,  even  thofe  of  Bari,  though 
they  are  fuffered  to  fifli  round  the  peninfula  and  in  the  bay  of  Taranto, 
■are  here  prohibited.  The  Tarantines  complain  that  thefe  ftrangers 
injure  their  fjiliery,  by  making  the  meflies  of  their  nets  too  fmall,  and 
catching  millions   of  young  fry,  inftead  of  fuffering  the  lifli  to  .attain 

their  full  fize. 

The  water  of  the  Mare  Piccolo  is  by  no  means  fo  fait  as  that  of  the 
bav,  or  of  the  main  fea  ;  for  it  is  fweetened  by  many  frefh  fprings  ;  as 
its  waves  curl,  their  round  polifhed  furface  denotes  thefe  fprings  ;  -which 
■are  called  by  the  Tarantines  -Gcchi  del  mare :  or,  ey£s  of  the  fea.  From 
thefe  freili  water  can  be  obtained  between  the  fait  waves ;  and  the 
afpe£t  of  the  white  round  fwellings  of  thefe  frefh  fprings,  furrounded 
by  the  more  lofty  and  blue  billows,  is  charming  :  efpecially  when,  as 
the  fun  goes  down,  the  purple  and  foaming  waves  refled  the  rofe  co- 
loured atmofphere  as  in  a  mirror. 

The  foft  riling  of  the  fnores  is  charaderiflic  of  the  whole  country. 
The  olive  and  the  fig  tree  grow  befide  each  other ;  and  both  kinds  here 
attain  a  very  fuperior  growth.  The  country  is  indefcribably  pleafant. 
The  Mare  Piccolo  is  not  fubjed:  to  florms  ;  and  tepid  airs,  beneficently 
tepid,  not  like  thofe  of  Peflo,  waft  odours  from,  fhore  to  fhore  :  where 
■th-e  continually  frefh  verdure  is  rendered  increafingly  charming,  by  the 

azure 
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szure  of  the  fea,  and  the  clearnefs  qf  the  atmofphere  ;  which  is  ahnofl 
invariable. 

The  Httle  river  Galsefus,  which  the  Spartan  colony  that  fettled  here- 
likewife  called  the  Eurotas^  after  a  river  in  Lacedaemonia,  empties  itfelf, 
oppofite  the  tov^n,  into  the  Mare  Picculo. 

The  banks  of  this  river  were  formerly  famous  for  their  woolly  flocks:- 
but  the  prefent  breed  of  thefe  paftures  is  not  particularly  excellent  \, 
for  the  white  fheep  die  if  they  feed  on  a  plant  that  iscalledy«;;^o/o.  It 
is  very  remarkable  that  the  fheep  that  have  black  fpots  on  the  head,  as- 
well  as  thofe  that  are  entirely  black,  or  brown,  have  nothini^  to  fear 
from  this  plant.  Several  people  affured  me  of  the  truth  of  this  fadl ;, 
and  I  faw^  many  fheep  that  had  thefe  black  fpots  on  the  head,  but  not 
one  that  was  entirely  white. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  went  with  the  Archbiihop  to  a  long  fmall  cape,-, 
in  the   Mare.  Piccolo ;  which  abounded  in  various  kinds  of  fhell  filh. 
and  white  corals. 

During  our  little  fea 'trip  of  this  day,  the  weather,  with  Tarantine 
levity,  had  frequently  varied,  and  the  winds  had  blown  in  all  direc-- 
tions  ;  yet  they  had  given  us  no  diflurbance,  as  they  would  have  done 
in  other  places,  where  fuch  changes  are  accompanied  by  flormsi  The 
fouth  wind  here,  nay  the  fo  much  by  all  Italy  dreaded  Scirocco,  or 
fouth  eaft,is  pleafant :  but  the  north  wind  in  this  country  brings  heat. 
The  great  bay  of  Taranto  does  not  pofTefs  fo  friendly  a  charadler  as 
\}\t  Mare  Piccolo;  though  its  beauties  are  more  dignified.  During 
ftorms,  its  waves  fwell  into  foaming  billows^  Near  Taranto,  the  fhores 
are  not  high:  but,  on  the  right,  you  fee  the  flill  fnow-covered  moun- 
tains of  the  province  oiBafiUcata^  which  is  a  part  of  the  ancient  Sam- 
fiium^.iho^  country  of  the  courageous  Samnites;  and,  on  the  left,  the 
mountains  of  Calabria  citra  yi{q,  foi'mcrly  Luca/iia,  befide  which  the 
v-oluptuous  Sybaris  was  built. 

In  the  middle  of  the  bay,  there  are  tw^o  low  iflands;  the  greatefl  of 

which  i 
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which  is  cultivated,  and  was  called  Elecfrisy  by  the  ancients.  I  believe 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft  give  it  no  other  name  than  that  of  the 
illand  :  or  the  great  iiland. 

On  the  top  of  a  cape,  that  runs  into  the  fea  on  the  left,  is  a  watch 
tower  that,  after  Saint  Vitus,  is  called  Sati  Vito  :  many  of  which  towers 
were  erected,  on  the  coafts  of  the  two  Sicilies,  by  the  Emperor,  Charles 
the  Fifth.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  landholders,  on  whofe  eftates  thefe 
towers  are  built,  to  keep  a  man  and  a  horfe  continually  in  readlnefs ; 
that  an  immediate  alarm  may  be  given,  on  the  approach  or  the  landing 
of  any  corfiiirs  :  but  this  is  a  duty  that  is  feldom  fulfilled.  In  the  watch 
towers  that  I  have  vifited,  I  found  no  horfe. 

Large  ftones  lie  on  the  ftrand  of  this  fea,  in  all  of  which  fhelis  are 
found ;  and  there  is  a  grotto  of  this  kind  formed  in  a  rock,  which  is 
remarkably  beautiful  :  the  fhelis  being  entirely  the  work  of  nature, 
and  of  time.  Good  fait  is  depofited  by  the  water  that  had  been  in- 
clofed  in  many  of  thefe  ftones. 

The  river  Tara,  the  Taras  of  the  ancients,  empties  itfelf  into  the 
great  bay ;  on  the  ftiores  of  which  the  fame  kind  of  trees  grow  that 
embellifti  the  Mare  Piccolo.  They  both  contain  many  odoriferous 
gardens  :  though  there  are  fome  trees  that  flourifti  better  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mare  Piccolo  than  on  thofe  of  the  great  bay:  becaufe  the  fait 
particles  of  the  latter  fill  the  air,  and  injure  their  growth. 

In  the  garden  of  one  of  the  canons,  the  Abbatc  ^ommai^  on  the  fliore 
of  the  Mare  Piccolo^  I  favv  orange  and  citron  trees  equal  even  to  thofe 
that  I  had  met  with  at  Sorento;  and  along  with  them  the  fig,  the  pome- 
granate, and  the  apricot  tree,  of  an  extraordinary  fize. 

By  the  fide  of  this  little  fea,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Galccfus,  lived 
the  induftrious  hufbandman,  whofe  garden  is  fo  charmingly  defcribed 
by  Virgil.  I  can  the  lefs  refift  the  temptation  of  tranfcribing  this  de- 
lightful paflage,  becaufe  the  defcription  is  as  applicable  to  the  prefent 
gardens,  of  this  country,  as  to  the  paft ;  except  that  I  muft  remark  that 

Virgil 
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VlrgU  has  either  given  a  poetical  power  to  Winter,  which  it  did  not 
poflefs,  or,  in  his  days,  the  cUmate  of  thefe  fortunate  lands  w^as  much 
lefs  mild  than  it  is  at  prefent, 

Namque  fub  Oebalia  *  memini  me  itirribus  a/iisj 
^la  tiiger  humeElat  jlnvefifui  culta  GnlesfuSy 
Corycium  f  vid'ijp  fenem  :   ciilpauca  r elicit 
Jugera  ruris  erant  ;  nee  fertills  illajuvencisy 
Nee  pecoj'i  opportiina  feges^  7iee  commoda  Baccho. 
Hie  rarum  tumen  in  dianis  olusy  albaque  ei-reum 
JLUia^  vcrbenafqtie  preinensy  vejcinnque papaver^ 
Regiim  trquabat  opes  auimis  ;  Jevaque  revertens 
NoEle  domumj  dnpibus  nienfas  onerabat  inemptis. 
Primus  vere  rofam  atqiie  auSitimno  carpere  poma  ; 
Et  qitiim  trijlis  hisms  etiamnum  frigore  faxa 
Rutvperety  et  glacie  ctirfus  frenaret  aquaruuiy 
Ille  comam  mdlis  jam  tondebat  hyaeinthiy 
JEJlatem  increpitans  feram  Zephyrofque  inorantes. 
Mr  go  apibus  f'xtis  idem  at  que  examine  miilto 
Primus  ahundarty  etfpumantia  cogere  precis 
Jldellafavif ;   illi  tiliec  atque  uberrima  pinus ; 
^iotqiie  in  fore  tiovo  pomis  fe  fertilis  arbos 
Indueraty  totidem  auciumno  matura  tcnebat. 
Jlle  etiam  fera!  in  verfum  dijlulit  ulmoSy 
Mdiirainque  pinwty  et  Jpinos  jam  pruna  ferenteSy 
'Jamque  minijlrantem  platanum  potantihus  umbras. 

ViRG.  Georg.  iv.  125, 

For  where,  M'ith  (lately  tow'rs,  Tarentum  (lands. 

And  deep  Galefus  foaks  the  yellow  fands, 

I  chanc'd  an  old  Corycian  fwain  to  know  1 

Lord  of  few  acres,  and  thofe  barren  too  :  \ 

Unfit  for  (heep,  or  vines,  and  more  unfit  to  fow :     J 

Yet  lab'ring  well  his  little  fpot  of  ground, 

Some  fcattering  potherbs  here  and  there  he  found  : 

*  Virgil  calls  Tarentum,  which  was  a  Spartan  colony,  Oebalia,  after  an  ancient  King 
erf  Sparta,  Oebalus,  the  father  of  Tyndarus. 

-f-  Corycus,  a  promontory  of  Cilicia.  Pompey  granted  lands  in  Italy,  on  this  coad,  t» 
the  conquered  pirates  of  Afia  Minor.    See  the  remarks  of  Vofs. 

yoL.IL  ^U  Which^ 
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"Which,  cuhivated  with  his  daily  care, 

And  bruis'd  with  vervain,  were  his  daily  fare. 

Sometimes  white  lilies  did  their  leaves  aflbrd, 

With  vv'holefome  poppy  fiow'rs  to  mend  his  homely  board  i 

For,  late  returning  home,  he  fupped  at  eafe,  -. 

And  wifely  deem'd  tlie  wealth  of  monarchs  lefs  :       C 

The  little  of  his  own,  becaufe  his  ov/n,  did  pleafe.    j 

To  quit  his  care,  he  gather'd  firfl  of  all 

In  fpring  the  rofcs,  apples  in  tlie  fall : 

And  when  cold  winter  fplit  the  rocks  in  twain. 

And  ice  the  running  rivers  did  reflrain, 

He  ftripp'd  tiie  bears-foot  of  its  leafy  growth  ; 

And,  calling  weftern  winds,  accus'd  the  fpring  of  flocfi. 

He  therefore  firft  among  the  fwains  was  found, 

To  reap  the  produ£l  of  his  labour'd  ground. 

And  fqueeze  the  combs  with  golden  liquor  crown'd 

His  limes  were  firft  in  flow'rs  •,  his  lofty  pines, 

With  frienxlly  (hade,  fecur'd  his  tender  vines. 

For  ev'ry  bloom  his  trees  in  fpring  afford. 

An  autumn  apple  was  by  tale  reftor'd. 

He  knew  to  rank  his  elms  in  even  rows ;  *> 

For  fruit  the  grafted  pear-tree  to  difpofe  ',  L 

And  tame  to  plums,  the  fournefs  of  the  floes.  J 

With  fpreading  planes  he  made  a  cool  retreat, 

To  fliade  good  fellows  from  the  fummer's  heat. 

Drydf.n,  v.  i86» 

Though.  Virgil  makes  the  old  Cllician  ^ 

**  Call  on  the  weftern  winds,  accufe  the  fpring  of  floth,'* 

yet  this  might  only  be  to  reprefent  the  poor  prejudiced  wanderer  as 
preferring  his  own  country  to  this  new  place  of  abode.  I  doubt  whe« 
ther'the  eaft  part  of  Cilicia,  lying  under  Mount  Taurus,,  enjoyed  fo 
mild  a  climate  as  the  weft  of  Tarentum :  though  the  latter  is  three 
degrees  more  to  the  north. 

The  fouth  of  Paleftine  had  more  fevere  winters  than  the  kingdoms 
of  Sicily  and  Naples :  as  we  may  clearly  learn  from  the  Scriptures,  from 
paflages  in  the  book  of  the  fon  of  Sirach,  and  from  the  147th  Pfalm, 

"He 
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*'  He  (the  Lord)  giveth  fnow  like  wool :  he  fcattereth  the  hoar  froft 
**  like  aflies." 

"  He  cafleth  forth  his  ice  like  morfels.  Who  can  ftand  before  his 
**cold*r 

The  fon  of  Slrach  fpeaks  thus  : 

"  As  birds  flying,  he  fcattereth  the  fnow ;  and  the  falling  down 
**  thereof  is  as  the  lighting  of  grafshoppers. 

"  The  eye  marvelleth  at  the  beauty  of  the  whitenefs  thereof;  and 
"*'  the  heart  is  aftoniflied  at  the  raining  of  it. 

"  The  hoar  froft  alfo,  as  fait,  he  poureth  on  the  earth ;  and,  being 
"  congealed,  it  lieth  on  the  top  of  fharp  ftakes. 

"  When  the  cold  north  wind  bloweth,  and  the  water  is  congealed 
**  into  ice,  it  abideth  upon  every  gathering  together  of  water,  and 
**  clotheth  the  water  as  with  a  breaft-plate  f." 

In  the  country  round  Tariinto,  they  have  no  froft  ;  nor  do  they  fee 
any  fnow,  except  that  which  lies  even  during  fummer  on  the  moun- 
tains of  the  province  of  Bafilicata,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  bay.  From 
thefe  they  procure  ice  in  the  midft  of  fummer ;  which  they  eat  with 
many  of  their  fruits,  and  mix  with  their  beverage,  Horace  celebrates 
the  mild  winter  and  the  long  fpring  of  Tarentum, 

The  planting  of  large  trees,  by  the  Cihcian  countrym.an  of  Virgil,  is 
a  proof  that  the  people  at  that  time  knev/  how  to  profit  by  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  foil,  near  the  Mare  Piccolo.  The  fruit  trees  very  quicklv 
attain  an  extraordinary  grow^th  ;  and  nobler  kinds  af  them  no  doubt 
are  reared  now  than  were  known  to  thofe  ages.  At  leaft,  it  does  not 
.3ppear  that  the  ancients  knew  how  to  cultivate  all  the  agrufnioi  Italy, 
which  now  fo  greatly  contribute  to  embellifli  and  render  this  land  a 
paradife.  , 

There  are  not  only  many  iliells,  found  on  the  fhore  of  the  Mare 
Piccolo^  but  Rumberlefs  fragments  of  Greek  earthen  vafes,  both  there 

*  Pfalm  cxlvii.  v.  idand  17. 

f  Ecclefiaflicus,  chap,  xliii.  v.  17  to  20.     The  verfes,  as  divided  in  the  German  and 
EagHfh  tranflation  of  the  Apocrypha,  do  not  correfpond.     T. 

U  2  and 
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and  in  the  vlclnit  j  of  th«  town.  It  Is  conjecfVured  that  there  was  a 
maniifa<51:orv  for  thefe  vafes,  oppofite  to  where  traces  are  feen  of  an 
ancient  wall. 

There  is  a  road  to  thefe  fhores  which,  probably  from  ancient  tradi- 
tion, is  called  Goldfniith's  way.  Bics  of  gold  are  ftill  occafionall)- 
found  among  the  pebbles,  the  potfherds,  and  the  fliells.  The  Arch- 
bifnop  knew  an  old  man,  who  feldom  miffed  a  day  without  collecting 
fome  o-old,  which  the  fea  had  caft  up  ;  and  by  this  means  he  made  a 
handfome  livelihood. 

Yefterday,  being  the  loth,  the  Tarantines  kept  the  feftivar  of  their 
patron,  Saint  Cataldus ;  who  was  an  Irifhman,  and,  according  to  the 
legend,  arrived  here  in  the  fecond  century  ;  thougk  I  doubt  whether, 
at  that  time,  Ghriftianity  had  travelled  as  far  as  Ireland.  The  love  of 
antiquity  may  eafily  have  thrown  back  the  sera  when  this  bifhop  lived 
a  few  centuries.  During  the  eighth  ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  when 
the  Italians  were  funk  into  barbarifm,  fome  Hibernians  came  there  wha 
taught  the  fciences,  nay  more  the  Latin  language,  in  Italy  ;  and  prin» 
cipally  in  Pavia,  and  Bologna* 

The  Tarantines,  as  chriPdans,  take  no  lefs  delight  in  their  holidays 
than  did  their  anceftors,  as  Pagans.  They  will  ride  miles,  from  all 
parts,  to  be  prefent  at  the  feftivals  of  other  towns:  for  Vv^hich  reafon 
many  perfons  had  arrived  from  the  neighbouring  places,  on  the  prefenS 
Gccafion  :  the  nrumber  of  which  vifitors  was  eftimatedat  ten  thoufand* 

The  magiftracy  of  the  town  intended  me  the  honour  of  making  me 
bear  a  flar,  before  the  folemn  proceffion  of  the  Saint :  from  which  prc- 
jed:  they  were  with  difficulty  diverted,  by  the  Archbifhop.  His  au- 
thority, and  not  my  herefy,  was  my  protedion. 

The  lower  orders  are  extremely  credulous.  The  principal  objed  of 
adoration  among  the  men,  and  ftill  more  among  m.any  of  the  women,, 
appears  to  be  the  filver  image  of  the  Saint.  With  no  lefs  zeal  than  that 
recorded  by  St.  Paul,  they  feemed  to  emulate  the  Ephefians ;  while 
they  exclaimed,  "  Great  is  Cataldo,  the  patron  of  Taranto!" 

The  ftatue  had  been  taken  from  its  fhrine,  and  placed  in  the  middle 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG,  149 

©f  the  chiirdi,  tiie  preceding  day  ;  on  the  9th,  in  the  afternoon.  You 
eaa  form  no  conception  of  the  clamour  of  the  people;  or  of  the  loud 
mixture  of  riotous  mirth,  and  fleeting  devotion.  The  women  uftered- 
their  feelings  with  tears,  howlings,  and  hideous  grimaces.  Men  and 
women,  all  were  delirous  of  touching  the  Saint:  fome  vvlth  their  lips,, 
others  with  the  hand,  and  the  mod  devout  with  their  garments.  One 
woman  fuccefsfully  opened  herfelf  a  paflage  through  the  crowd,  placed, 
herfelf  fervently  before  the  image,  gazed  at  it,  and  prayed  to  it,  to  ex- 
cite its  attention,  as  people  are  accuftomed  to  do  to  thofe  whom  the\r 
would  avN^aken  froai  a  reverie.  H'ljl  I  H'lfc !  San  Cutaldo  I  San  Ca- 
taldo  !  A  merchant  converfed  with  me  as  zealoufly,  concerning  the 
uncovering  of  the  image,  as  if  he  had  fpoken  of  the  adiual  appearance 
of  the  Saint ;  although  he  knew  he  was  talking  to  a  heretic,  for  he  h^id 
quefdoned  me,  the  Sunday  before,  whether  I  would  not  go  to  mafs  ? 
and  I  had  told  him  I  \yv.s  not  a  Catholic.  His  terror  deprived  him  of 
all  reply.  In  his  panic,  not  knowing  hov/  to  conceal  it  and  forgetful 
of  what  he  was  doing,  he  fuddenly  attempted  to  kifs  both  my  hands,. 

The  divine  fervice  of  yefterday  was  long ;  for  in  Taranto,  and  in  * 
Erindifi,  the  ancient  Brundufium^   the  epiftles  and  gofpels  are   aKvays 
read  firll  in  Greek,  and  then  in  Latin.     The  folemn  proceffion,  with 
the  image  through  the  town,  was  numeroudy  attended. 

According  to  the  ancient  Greek  cuftom,  the  day  of  the  tov^m  patron, 
iroXiiiXi^^  was  devoted  to  national  games.  A  high  pole,  which  was 
foaped  two  thirds  of  its  height,  was  ereded  before  the  gate,  in  honour 
of  San  Cataldo.  A  wheel  v/as  faftened  above,  which  was  hung  round 
with  hams,  fowls,  flaiks,  cheefes,  faufages,  and  viands.  To  climb  up 
this  pole  Vv\as  the  tafk  ;  and,  after  many  vain  attempts  and  tumbles-, 
at  length  one  adventurer  took  poffeflion  of  the  wheel.  Loud  ihouts 
of  joy  then  refounded  from  the  place,  the  city  walls,  and  the  round- 
towers  :  all  of  which  w^ere  covered  with  tlie  thronging  multitude.  This 
was  a  peep  into  Grecian  antiquity. 

The  people  are  handfome  j  and,  among  the  women,  I  faw  many 

ti'uly 
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truly  Greek  beauties.  I  did  not  find  that  undeviating  furface,  which 
defcends  from  the  forehead  to  the  nofe  and  chin  in  a  right  hne  :  a  line 
which  certainly  can  only  exift  in  nature  as  an  exception,  is  rather 
uncommon  than  beautiful,  was  firft  ufed  by  artifts  who  were  guilty  of 
excefs,  and  afterward  received  among  the  dilettanti  as  the  fedion  of 
ideal  beauty :  but  a  gentle  projeding,  w^hich  effeQ:ualiy  connected  in 
many  the  right  lined  nofe  with  the  fmall  forehead. 

The  women  wear  their  hair  platted  behind,  and  wound  round  the 
head ;  as  we  fee  it  in  the  bufts  of  the  Grecian  women,  and  efpecially 
of  the  Mufes.  The  people  ofrankfubjed  themfelves  to  the  fafhion; 
and  thus  lofe  very  much  in  comparifon  with  thofe  who  adopt  this  beau- 
tiful coftume. 

Both  fexes  are  well  proportioned.  The  women  here  are  fair  com- 
plexioned;  though,  in  the  other  parts  of  Puglia,  they  are  ftiil  as  fwarthy 
as  the  Apulians  were  in  the  times  of  Horace  ;  whofe  ufurer,  Alphius, 
overcome  for  a  moment  by  rational  feelings^  fighs  after  the  country 
and  wifhes  for  a  wdfe  : 

Sabitia  qv.alis^  aid  perujla  Jolihus 
Pernicis  uxor  jlppuH. 

HoR.  Epod.  2. 

Of  fun  burnt  charms  but  honeft  fame, 
Such  as  th^  Sabine  or  Apulian  dame. 

Francis. 

Many  of  the  Tarantlne  women  have  fair  hair,  and  blue  eyes. 

This  handfohie  people  w^ere  yefterday  particularly  jocular ;  and, 
after  the  Italian  manner,  ornamented  with  various  colours. 

The  conqueror  of  the  hams  and  faufages  played  many  tricks  upon 
the  wheel,  took  one  of  the  flafks  and  drank  to  the  honour  of  the  Saint 
and  of  the  city,  and  defcended  by  a  rope,  which  was  faftened  laterally 
to  a  wall,  fometimes  fwinging  by  the  hands,  and  at  others  holding  by 

the  legs. 
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When  this  diverfion  was  over,  they  had  an  afs  race  ;  and  of  many  a 
one  of  thefe  courfers  it  might  well  have  been  flild,  as  Boileau  has  re- 
marked of  Rofinante,  that 

GaloppOi  d'lt  l^hiJioh'Cy  une  fo'is  dans  fa  vie. 
Hiflory  fays  he  once  began  to  gallop. 

Others  ran  foot  races ;  and  fome  were  tied  in  a  fack,  fo  that,  if  they 
fell,  they  could  not  rife  without  help. 

Mildnefs  is  the  character  of  the  people.  With  the  vivacity  of 
fouthern  nations,  they  are  eafily  excited,  and  eafily  appeafed.  Amid 
their  zeal,  they  are  tolerant ;  and  there  is  dignity  in  the  toleration  of 
zeal.  Nothing  but  ftupidity,  or  knavery,  and  more  frequently  the  laft^ 
will  praife  the  toleration  of  indiiFerence. 

There  are  many  Greek  words  in  the  Tarantine  dialecl.  The  Arch- 
bifliop  caufed  a  copy  of  thefe  words,  as  colleded  by  the  Abbate 
Tommai,  to  be  tranfcribed  for  me ;  mod  of  which  I  here  enclofe. 

There  is  a  kind  of  manufacture  here,  which  has  defcended  from 
mother  to  daughter,  probably  from  the  times  of  the  Greeks.  A  fpecies 
of  fhell-fifh,  called  phina^  the  lead  of  which  are  fome  inches  and  the 
largeft  may  be  an  ell  long,  afford  a  tuft  of  fine  hair^  or  threads,  of  po- 
lifhed  green  colour  *.  The  Archbifhop  had  the  goodnefs  to  fend  for 
fome  v/omen,  to  vvrork  while  we  were  prefent.  The  ait  is  firaple.  The 
tufts  are  taken  from  the  fifh,  are  wafhed  twice  with  foap,  three  times  in 

*  It  is  proved  that  the  ptnna,  and  its  polifhed  tuft,  were  known  to  the  ancients.  They 
gave  the  tuft  the  name  of  i^iov  Trmsvov :  or,  Pinna  wool.  The  Tarantlnes  ftill  call  the 
filh  pinna  I  but  the  tuft  lana  pefce  :  or  fifli  wool  f . 

Tertullian  like  wife  tells  us,  in  his  work  DePaU'io:  Nee  fuit  fatis  tun'ieam  plngere  et 
ferere^  tii  etiam  pifcari  vejTitiim  coniigijfet.  Nam  et  de  mari  vellera^  qua  mufcofa:  lanofitatis 
lautiores  conches  comant.  And  the  father  of  the  church,  ^a'lnt  Bafil,  fays  in  one  of  his  ho- 
milies, JIoSev  to  xfycSv  h^iov  ou  Triwai  r^s^Ha-iV,  avre^  nhii  tuv  av^o^atpuv  k/jt.ifA.Yt'Ta'vo 'j  — "  Whence 
had  the  pinna  its  gold  coloured  wool  ?  that  colour  which  is  inimitable  !" 

I  CIr.:id.  Scdmafti  PUnianiS  Exercitai,  p,  792.  Edit.  Trajecii  ad  Rhenum  mdclxxxix. 
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clear  water,  then  heckled  *,  and  afterward  fpun  from  the  diftafF:  after 
which  they  take  three  threads,  wind  them,  and  out  of  them  knit  gloves, 
(lockings,  and  entire  garments.  They  have  the  glofs  of  the  cloth 
called  drap  dc  vigogne,  fit  eahly,  and  look  handfomely.  They  likev^iie 
take  two  fuch  threads  for  knitting,  and  add  a  third  of  filk ;  and  the 
manufacture  is  then  more  durable,  but  lefs  beautiful. 

Thefe  ftuffs  lofe  their  glofs,  and  their  green  colour,  when  they  are 
placed  by  the  fide  of  woollen  garments.  All  aromatics  likewife  are  ftill 
•more  injurious  to  them;  and  they  are  beft  preferved  when  worn  with 
linen.  After  the  glofs  has  been  loft,  by  wear,  it  may  be  reftored,  by 
■lemon  juice,  and  water. 

A  woman,  who  fhewed  ns  the  manufacture,  fent  me  fmall  famples  of 
the  raw  thread;  alfo  in  its  different  ftates:  walhed,  heckled,  fpun,  and 

knit. 

I  gave  her  a  trifle,  flie  blullied,  and,  with  true  cordiality  and  fenfi- 
bility,  requefted  that,  before  my  departure,  fhe  might  bring  me  a  pair 
cf  "-loves.  The  next  day  flie  came  to  the  Archbiihop,  and  entreated  him 
to  intercede  with  me  to  take  the  gloves,  which  ihe  brought  me  the 
fame  evening. 

I  muft  not  forget  to  tell  you  of  a  fmgular  requeft.  A  monk  came, 
when  I  was  prefent,  fent  by  the  young  novices  f,  to  the  Archbilliop, 
and  whifpered  him  to  petition  me  to  petition  the  monk  that  he  might 
p-rant  them  permifTion  to  go  into  the  town  in  the  evening,  and  fee  the 
illumination,  in  honour  of  the  Saint.  Accordingly,  the  ArchbiQiop 
petitioned  me,  I  petitioned  the  monk,  and  he  complied. 

The  Archbifhop  fhewed  us  tv/o  fmall  lakes,  formed  by  rain  water, 
.called  Salfiue.  As  it  has  not  rained  for  a  length  of  time,  the  leaft  is 
entirely  dry;  and  the  other  partly.     The  leaft  is  called  Salfiua^  from 

^  I  know  not  why  our  di6lionary  writers  fay  that  hatchel  is  the  true  word,  and  heclle  a 
corruption  :  adding  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  derived  from  the  German.  In  the  German, 
fhe  verb  is  hechcln  :  the  c/:  pronounced  hard.     T. 

f  Scr:iinarijicn. 

its 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  153 

its  refemblance  to  the  greateft  ;  and  this  is  fo  called  hecaufe  it  yields 
fait,  which  needs  no  preparation.  The  earth  of  its  bed  has  a  fait  taRe; 
and,  as  the  rain  waters  that  have  collected  begin  to  dry  up,  they  leave 
this  fait  behind  them.  Its  ufe  is  forbidden,  to  feciire  the  royal  fait 
works  at  Barletta  from  lofs :  but  X:his  prohibition  is  little  regarded  by 
the  peafants,  who  frequently  come  armed,  and  fupply  themfelves  with 
fait. 

Their  complaints  of  this  prohibition  are  v/ell  founded  :  though  they 
are  wrong  at  being  angry  that  the  King  intends  to  dry  up  thefe  lakes  ; 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity  confefs  that  their  exhalations,  during 
fummer,  are  unhealthy. 

I  have  been  able  to  obtain  no  fatisfa(5lory  account  of  that  kind  of 
venomous  fpider,  which,  after  this  town,  has  been  called  tarafitula. 
You  know  it  has  been  afferted  of  the  tarantula  that  its  venomous  bite 
infpires  a  deep  melancholy,  which  frequently  ends  in  death,  and  can 
only  be  cured  by  violent  dancing.  Neither  will  the  fick  perfon  dance 
till  the  mufician  has  happened  upon  the  air  that  pleafes  him,  and  the 
fame  air  will  not  produce  the  fame  effect  on  all  patients. 

The  reafons  which  have  long  been  alleged,  in  oppofition  to  this 
ftory,  appear  to  me  very  ftrong  ;  if  not  unanfvverable.  It  is  firft  ftated 
that  the  ancients  fay  nothing  of  this  dance ;  and  next,  this  pradlice 
is  confined  to  Puglia,  although  the  Tarantula  is  likewife  found  in  Si- 
cily, at  Rome,  at  Tivoli,  and  in  many  parts  of  Italy,  as  well  as  in 
Puglia.  If  the  heat  of  Puglia  render  the  bite  of  the  Tarantula  parti- 
cularly dangerous,  mull  not  the  heat  of  the  fouth  of  Sicily  do  the  fame? 
Why  ihould  the  bite  be  fo  dangerous  at  Taranto,  where  the  air  is  To 
mild  ?  Ought  we  not  to  afcribe  the  danger,  and  the  effect  produced 
by  dancing,  to  the  lively  imagination  of  the  Tarantines  :  or  rather  of 
the  Tarantine  v/omen  ? 

In  the  third  place,  the  bite  is  faid  only  to  be  dangerous  in  the  hot 
months ;  though  1  hear  that  thefe  dancers  are  exhibited  for  money  at 
the  beginning  of  May.  To  this  it  may  be  anfv/ered  that,  having  been 
cured  by  dancing,  whenever  they  hear   the   flime  mufic  played  again 

Vol.  II.  X  the 
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the  livelinefs  of  their  imagination  once  more  makes  them  Begin  to* 
dance  with  violence,  and  even  with  convulfions.  But  is  it  not  highly^ 
probable  that  there  is  often  knavery  at  the  bottom? 

Befide,  the  imagination,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  fo  much  good 
and  evil,  ading  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Italy  over  whom  it  is  fo 
powerful,  may  here  double  its  efieds.  The  perfuafion  that  the  bite  of 
the  tarantula  excites  melancholy  may,  in  thofe  w^ho  have  been  bitten, 
be  adlually  productive  of  melancholy  ;  and  the  perfuafion  likewife  that 
dancing  wuU  cure  them  may  as  readily  excite  them  to  dance,  and  as 
eiFedually  aiford  them  relief  *.  Animated  and  excefTive  motion,  which 
at  laft  finks  into  laffitude,  is  of  itfelf  an  excellent  remedy. 

We  muft  not  forget  that  more  women  fall  into  this  melancholy  than 
men,  and  are  cured  by  dancing. 

What  was  the    origin  of  this  opinion?     Is  it  not  probable  that  the; 
malady  called  St.  Vitus'  dance  raged  in  Puglia  ;  which  malady,  at  cer-- 
tain  times,  has  been  feen  in  Germany,  attended  wath  fuch  terrific  ap- 
pearances ?     Saint  Vitus,  who  is   called  San  Vito  by  the   Italians,  is  • 
principally  honoured  in  Puglia. 

r  have  feen  a  living  tarantula.     It  w^as  grey  on  the  back,  and  vv^hite  ■ 
on  the  belly,  with  clear  brown  fpots.     It  had  not   attained  its  full- 
growth.     In  the  middle  of  fummer,  it  is  as  large  as  the  largeft  fpiders.- 
At  this  time  the  back  becomes  black  j  and  even  the  fpots  on  the  belly 
of  the  fame  colour. 

We  this  morning  left  the  charming  Taranto,  the  remembrance   of- 
which  will  ever  be  dear  to  me. 

In  his  ode  to  Septimius,  Horace  w^ifhes  to  end  his  life  either  at  Ti- 
bur,  that  is  Tivoli,  or  at  Tarentum. 

Tibiir  jirgeo  pofitmn  colono  f 
Sit  mecs  fedes  ut'inam  fcneclcs ! 


*  How  far  all  difeafe,    external  violence  excepted,    begins  with  and  Is  fubje6l   to  the 
imagination,  will  foon,  I  hope,  be  atopic  of  ferious  and  general  enquiry.     T. 

I  Tibur  Vi-as  founded  by  Tiburs  :  who  was  likewife  called  Tiburnus  j  and,  by  Virgil 

Tiburtius: 
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Sei  modus  lajfo  maris  ct  v'larum 
Militiaque  ! 

Utideft  Parccs prohiberit  ifitqua^^ 
JDiilce  pellitis  ovibus  Galefi  * 
Fliimen.,  et  regnata  petam  Lacom 
Rura  Phalantho. 

Jlle  ierrarum  mihi  prater  onvies 
Angulus  ridet :  ubi  non  Hjmetto  f 
M.ellc  decedunty  viridiqiie  certat 
Bacca  Venafro  \  : 

Ver  ubi  longumy  tep'idafque prcshet 
'Jupiter  brumas,  et  amicus  Aulon  § 
Fertili  Baccho  minimum  Falernis 
Invidet  uvis. 

Ilk  te  mecum  locus  et  heatce 
PoJiulatJt  arces  ;  ibi  tu  calentem 
Debitd  fparges  lachryvid  favillam 
Vatis  amici* 

HoR.  lib.  ii.  od.  d; 

May  Tibur,  to  my  lateft  hours. 

Afford  a  kind  and  calm  retreat  ; 
Tibur,  beneath  whofe  lofty  towers 

The  Grecians  fix'd  their  blifsful  feat ; 

Tiburtius :  He  came  from  Arcadia,  and  the  Arcadians  were  known  by  the  epithet  Argeii, 
or  Argivi.  Aided  by  his  countrymen,  Tiburs  expelled  the  ancient  inhabitants,  and  gave  the 
infant  colony  his  own  name.     This  happened  in  times  of  the  highefl  antiquity. 

*  The  wool  of  this  (lieep  was  fo  highly  efteemed  that  they  clothed  the  animal,  to 
prote6l  it  from  brambles.  To  explain  the  pellitis  ovibus  would  require  a  long  comm^en- 
tary. 

-f  Hymettus,  a  mountain  of  Attica,  having  much  thyme  and  other  odoriferous  plants, 
was  fuppofed  to  afford  the  beft  honey  In  the  world.  The  honey  of  Taranto,  likewifc 
celebrated  by  Horace,  is  excellent. 

J  Vena/runif  now  Venafro^  a  fmall  town  in  Campania,  was  famous  for  its  oil. 

§  A  hill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tarentum.  I  doubt  whether  it  can  be  determined 
■which  hill  was  meant.     My  enquiries  were  fruitlefs. 

X  2  There 
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There  may  my  labours  and  my  wanderings  ceafe,, 
There  all  my  toils  of  warfare  reft  in  peace. 

But,  fhould  the  partial  Fates  refufe 
That  purer  air  to  let  me  breathe, 

Galefus,  thy  fweet  ftream  I'll  choofe. 
Where  flocks  of  richell  fleeces  bathe. 

Phalantus  there  his  rural  fceptre  fway'd,. 
Uncertain  offspring  of  a  Spartan  maid". 

No  fpot  fo  joyous  fmiles  to  m€ 

Of  this  wide  Globe's  extended  fhores  ; 

Where  nor  the  labours  of  the  bee 
Yield  to  Hymettus'  golden  ftores  : 

Nor  the  green  berry,  of  Venafran  foil. 
Swells  with  a  riper  flood  of  fragrant  oiL 

There  Jove- his  kindeft  gifts  beftows  j 
There  joys  to  crown  the  fertile  plains. 

With  genial  warmth  the  winter  glows, 

And  fpring  with  lengthen'd  honours  reigns.- 

Nor  Aulon>  friendly  to  the  cluftering  vine,, 

Envies  the  vintage  of  Falernian  wine* 

Francis-.. 
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Examples  of  Tarantine  words  derived  from  the  Greek: 

Angela  di  Trappeto^  is  a  veflel  into, which  the  oil  drops  out   of  the 
prefs  :  from  ay^o^t  a  vafe  for  fluids. 

Anch'iatOy  or   Onchiato  :  fwollen  :  from  oyxos,.  a  tumour  :  oyxooS'tjSy 
fwoUen. 

Alazza,  Lazza :  to  breathe :  to  breathe  out :  from  'Acc^m,  warm  out 
breathing. 

^Ale  !  An  exclamation  common  at  mafquerades,  from  the  war  cry 
of  the  Greeks,  (xAuhrj, 

Ammaza-- 
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Amna%arato^  an.  epithet  fignifylng  ill  baked  bread  :  probably  from 
the  Greek  }j.a.^oL',  which,  according  to  Hefychius,  fignilied  meal  that 
was  kneaded  with  water  and  oil. 

ArialioyXht.  loom  :  probably  from  \pyctKe\ov^  a  tool. 

Apuloy  2i:ioh  tgg'.  from  aTraAo?,  foft,  tender. 

ArrotarCyXo  terrify  by  noife.  It  is  likewife  ufed  far  a  howling  dofi- : 
from  '^o'^c,^  noife; 

Accatufari^  to  dip  in  the  fea :  probably  from  the  participle  of  the 
word  jcaTgi^/,  I  go  down  :  x.aTza);'j   JcaTiacra,   JcaT/or. 

Bifacchtato^  and  Ahijfacchiato  :  fwollen  :  puffed  up:  probably  from 
(pvaav,   (pvcro-av,  tO  blow  OUt. 

CatayTncata:  ufed  in  many  cafes  like  the  Greek  jtara.  It  is  likewife 
contracted  by  the  people,  and  only  ca  uttered. 

Camafda^  wearinefs :  from  xcx.fjt.ocTow- 

Cona^  an  image  :  from  Izx-wy. 

Coquiglia^  a  kind  of  fhell  fifh  :  from  v.oy')(u'k\.Qv-, 

Cojifngo,  a  fpecies  of  the  beccafico ;  a  little  well  tafted  bird,  fo  called 
by  the  Italians,  and  which,  during  the  fig  feafon,  eats  fo  voracioufly  of 
this  fruit  as  occafionally  to  fall  down  dead :  from  o-ojcotpa^os. 

Cilona^  the  tortoife  :  from  ;^gAwf». 

Cardafcia^  a  beloved  :  from  xa^S'la,  the  heart :  or  rather  from  the 
adjective  xa^/iajcos,  to  afflidl  the  heart. 

Camo/are,  to  be  vexed:  from  ycaju.ve'iv. 

Ge/ojb,  in  Italian,  means  jealous :  but  It  is  combined  by  the  Taran-- 
tines  with  the  idea  of  ridiculous.     »S^/ c/7^ ;  thou  art  ridiculous  ;  fay 
they :  from  yeXoio?. 

yetta,  a  lock  of  hair  :  from  xoLiiv^-i  the  hair  of  the  head. 

Melana^  the  black  gall  of  the  ^ihfepia:  from  y.ihoiii  fAe^aimy  fjn^ccvy. 
black.. 

Ofimo^  odour  :  from  oVjm,>j. 

Ottato^  a  kind  of  fig,  good  to  dry:  probably  from  oTrj^y,  to  roafty, 
to  dry. 

Faradj/bc  ■ 
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Farad'ifo.  Every  woody  valley  is  fo  called  by  the  Tarandnes :  from 
the  Greek  Tra^acTgio-os,  which  fignifies  an  enclofed  park  for  animals.  A 
word  which  the  Greeks  may  have  borrowed  from  the  Perfian  language, 
and  the  Perfian  from  the  Hebrew. 

Patimojb,  marfhy  :  Patimifco^  a  river  :  from  Trorcci^oSy  a  river. 

Rummato^  fwept :  from  the  Greek  pvfx.ucc. 

Sia  !  an  exclamation  among  the  Tarantines,  to  the  boatmen,  when 
the  boat  being  kept  in  the  fame  place  is  fwayed  from  fide  to  fide,  by 
the  oar  :  from  o-i/eu',  to  fhake,  to  move. 

Sione^  a  fignal :  ^Wiu-gjov. 

Scerfo^  defert,  uncultivated  :  ;^s^o-«j. 

Tai^afca,  drunkennefs,  delirium :  from  r&^oc^i?^  agitation,  delirium. 

Uzy  C/zza^  a  hog  :  from  the  Greek  J?,  and  aus-  It  is  likewife  ufed 
by  the  Tarantines  when  they  wifh  to  affront  and  reproach  with  ugli- 
nefs. 

Zanzico^  marjoram :  Xctix-\'j^ov. 

I  have  omitted  feveral  words  colle^ed  by  the  Abbate  Tommai,  the 
■derivation  of  which  from  the  Greek  appears  to  me  doubtful.  The  Ita^ 
Han  words,  the  origin  of  which  are  Greek,  are  numerous,  but  not  un- 
;known  to  you :  for  example  :  Bamblnoy  a  child :  from  j^afAJ^cciveiv^  to 
chatter, 
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GalHpoli,  17th  May  1792. 

E  left  Tarantoon  the  12th,  and  travelled  through  Man- 
duria,  to  Oria.  This  ftretch  of  country  is  very  ftony,  yet  produces 
grain  in  many  parts  ;  and  ftill  more  willingly  the  vine,  the  fig,  and  the 
olive.  We  already  faw  the  people  bufied  in  getting  in  the  feed  from 
their  flax.  Riidice^  the  native  place  of  the  poet  Ennius,  was  in  this 
country  *. 

Manduria  is  an  ancient  town.  Archidamus,  the  fon  of  Agefilaus, 
King  of  Lacedasmonia  and  the  great-grandfather  of  Agis,  was  van- 
quifhed  by  the  Calabrians  in  its  neighbourhood  f.  It  was  taken  and 
plundered  by  Fabius,  during  the  fecond  Punic  war.  Among  other 
booty  four  thoufand  men  were  taken  J. 

The  origin  of  Manduria  is  unknown.  It  was  probably  a  colony  of 
Oria,  which  had  been  founded  by  the  people  of  Crete.  This  may  be 
conjedtured  from  the  name,  and  alfo  becaufe  no  coins  have  been  found 
with  the  name  of  the  town  :  though  fome  have  been  lately  dug  up 
with  the  ancient  name.  The  ancient  wall  is  worth  examining.  Pro- 
digious fquare  ftones,  refting  upon  the  rock  itfelf,  the  breadth  of  each 
of  which  is  one-and-twenty  palms,  rife  to  a  very  confiderable  height. 
Thofe  of  Psftum  excepted,  which  are  fix-and-twenty  palms  in  breadth' 
but  by  no  means  fo  high  as  thefe,  there  are  not  any  in  Italy  to  equal 
them.  Moft  of  the  ftones  are  full  of  fhells,  many  if  which  are  pe- 
.Xrified. 

"We  faw  a  fpring  which  Pliny  tells  us  had  the  ftrange  quality  of  not 
becoming  more  empty  if  water  were  laded  out,  or  more  fall  of  it  were 

*  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant.  f.Plut.  Life  of  Agis.  %  Liv.  xxvii.  15. 
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poured  in  *.  Faffing  down  ilone  fteps,  we  came  to  an  arcliing  tocIc, 
where  this  clear  fpring,  in  eternal  £hades,  affords  a  cool  and  refrefhing 
beverage.     Thefe  rocks  likewife  every  where  abound  in  fhells. 

In  this  country,  nature  appears  beautiful,  and  beneficent ;  and,  like 
the  fabulous  Sphinx,  prefents  enigmas  which  no  fcientific  Oedipus  has 
been  able  to  folve. 

Thefe  curiofities  were  fhewn  us  by  an  ancient  nobleman,  whofe 
fon-in-law  took  much  pleafure  in  exhibiting  his  little  colledion  of 
wrought  precious  ftones  ;  fome  of  which  were  beautifuL  Gems,  ca- 
meos, vafes  frequently,  and  ancient  coins  almoft  daily,  are  difco- 
vered  over  the  whole  province  of  Terra  d'' Otraiito,  The  young  gen- 
tleman appeared  delighted  with  his  own,  although  he  was  blind.  Where 
is -the  wonder?  How  frequently  do  we  fee  the  blind  dotage  of  the 
dilettanti,  and  pretended  connoifleurs .!  His  agreeable  lady,  who  had 
borne  him  eight  children,  prefented  to  us,  with  a  mother's  pleafure,  her 
little  boy  that  was  ten  months  old. 

At  the  houfe  of  Canon  Camarario,  we  faw  a  fine  coUedion  of  Greek 
vafes. 

This  town  had  long  been  called  Cafal  fiovo  :  but  the  inhabitants  pe- 
titioned the  King  laft  year  for  a  decree,  according  to  which  it  has 
recovered  its  ancient  name,  Manduria. 

Between  Manduria  and  Oria,  which  are  a  German  mile  diftant  from 
each  other,  there  are  hollows,  cut  in  the  rocky  foil,  or  dry  canals  ;  one 
of  which  is  three  Italian  miles  in  length.  Thefe  muft  have  been  the 
work  of  early  and  rude  times.  We  can  learn  nothing  concerning  them 
from  the  known  cuftoms  of  later  ages  :  it  may  be  that  the  people,  when 
the  coaft  was  Infefted  with  fea  pirates,  withdrew,  with  their  wives, 
children,  fervants,  and  cattle,  into  thefe  cavities  ;  Vv'here  defence  was 
more  eafy. 

Oria  belongs  to  the  moft  ancient  colonies  of  Greece.  Herodotus  f 
afcribes  its  foundation  to  the  Cretans ;  and  to  an  age  when  the  dreams 

*  Plin.  ii.  c.  103.  f  Lib.  vli. 
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of  Greek  fable  began  to  afllime  the  confiftency  of  hiftoiy.  Minos 
purfued  Dxdalus,  who,  to  avoid  his  wrath,  fled  to  Sicily,  and  there 
was  murdered.  After  a  time,  the  people  of  Crete  failed  over  with  a 
large  force,  to  revenge  the  death  of  the  King ;  and  continued,  for 
five  years,  to  befiege  Camicus,  a  city  of  the  Sicuii.  Their  purpofe 
defeated,  they  took  fliipping  to  return  home  ;  but  were  overtaken  by 
a  florm,  and  caft  on  the  coaft  of  the  Japyges :  where,  their  fhips  being 
deftroyed,  they  built  the  town  which  Herodotus  calls  Hyrla.  By  others 
it  was  named  Uria^  and  Urcton :  but  many  ancient  coins,  fome  of 
which  were  found  at  0/7^7,  denote  that  its  ancient  name  was  Orra* 
The  Greeks,  like  the  prefent  Italians,  foftened  the  harlli  founds  of 
names  ;  and  in  its  prefent  name,  Otia^  you  recognize,  with  little  altera- 
tion, the  ancient  name,  Orra. 

The  town  is  built  on  a  hill,  which  towers  over  a  row  of  lefTer  hills, 
that  extend  from  north  to  fouth.  There  is  a  profpedt  over  a  wide 
plain  to  the  eaft.  The  fituation  delighted  ftrangers  ;  but  they  were 
obliged  to  be  upon  their  guard,  againft  the  attacks  of  the  neighbouring 
people.  We  were  at  the  houfe  of  the  Bifhop,  who  poffeffes  a  large 
colledion  of  Greek  vafes  ;  and  a  ftill  larger  of  ancient  coins.  Among 
others,  he  has  fix  hundred  different  coins  of  Tarentum. 

There  is  a  German,  who  lives  in  Oria,  whofe  hiftory  is  remarkable. 
His  father  and  grandfather  fell,  in  the  year  1734,  at  the  unfortunate 
battle  of  Bitonto,  fought  between  the  Germans  and  the  Spaniards :  by 
which  the  fate  of  the  Two  Sicilies  was  determined,  in  favour  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.  His  mother  was  in  the  rear  of  the  ranks;  and 
was  (hot,  as  fhe  fprang  forward  to  protect  her  hufband.  Their  only 
boy,  whom  they  had  brought  from  Germany  to  Italy  fwaddled  in  oil 
cloth,  they  had  left  in  Oria,  with  two  companionate  young  ladies;  by 
whom  he  was  brought  up.  The  boy  was  induftrious,  and  he  is  now  a 
teacher  in  the  feminary.  All  the  money  he  could  fpare,  he  expends 
in  forming  a  colle^ion  of  coins ;  which  he  began  ten  years  ago,  and 
which  is  now  very  confiderable.     Although  he  neither  recolleds  his 
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country,  his  parents,  nor  can  fpeak  a  word  of  German,  yet  he  is  aa- 
enthufiaftic  admirer  of  Germany,  and  a  moft  zealous  defender  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria.  Since  the  travels  of  his  childhood,  he  fcarcely  has 
left  this  place.  The  utmoft  of  his  peregrinations  have  been  no  farther 
than  Lecce,  and  Oftuni ;  each  of  which  is  a  day's  journey  from  Oria. 
As  a  man  of  learning,  he  is  equally  fmcere  and  capable. 

Noble  fruit  trees  are  planted  round  the  town  of  Oria;  and  the  aloe 
c;rows  on  both  fides  of  the  road,  which  has  already  pufhed  forth  its 
buds.  The  fig  trees  are  large.  I  have  feen  none  fuperior,  except  near 
the  walls  of  Manduria. 

On  the  13th,  v/e  journeyed  to  Brindifi,  the  ancient  Brundufium  :  a 
place  of  high  antiquity.  Its  foundation  has  been  afcribed  by  fome  to 
the  Cretans,  from  Orra  ;  and  by  others  to  Thefeus,  who  is  faid  to  have 
landed  there,  on  his  return  from  Crete  to  Athens.  It  is  likewife  given 
to  Diomedes,  whom  fo  many  of  the  towns  in  Grecia  magna  confider  as 
their  founden  The  MefTapii  called  it  Brefitlfium^  from  the  double 
cra'^o-y  form  of  its  haven  ;  which  word  it  is  affirmed,  at  that  time,  de- 
noted, in  the  language  of  this  people,  the  head  of  a  flag  *.  Many  cir- 
cumftances  have  concurred  to  reduce  this  formerly  great  city  to  the 
little  Brindifi,  whofe  inhabitants  are  not  computed  at  more  than  fix 
thoufand  fouls. 

Brundufium  in  Italy^  and  in  Greece  Epidaitrus^  which  is  likewife 
called  Epidammis^  and,  becaufe  of  the  inaufpicious  fignification  of  the 
word  damnum^  was  changed  by  the  Romans  to  Byrrachiitm^  were  the 
two  ports  of  paffage.  The  moderns,  from  Dyrrachium^  have  formed 
T)tira%%o.  At  prefent,  the  veflels  from  Brindifi  are  few,  and  finall. 
The  Appian  way  was  continued  by  Auguftus  from  Capua  to  Brundu- 
fium. The  prefent  roads  that  lead  to  Brindifi  are  bad,  the  trade  of  the 
place  is  trifling,  and  the  air  very  unhealthy. 

During  the  civil  wars,  Csefar  ruined  the  haven  ;  by  cafling  up  dams, 
and  finking  veflels.     He  fays  nothing  of  flaking  it  up ;  neither  do  I 

*  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant. 
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think  that  there  is  any  good  ground  for  the  opinion  that  the  oak  piles, 
which  were  found  there,  were  of  Ca^far's  driving.  The  inner  haven 
is  curving,  and  longed  toward  the  north ;  and  it  wa(hes  the  walls  of 
the  town.  This  haven  is  very  large,  but  the  outer  haven  is  ftill  larger. 
The  two  havens  are  united  by  a  ftrait ;  which  formerly  w^as  narrow, 
has  fince  been  widened,  and  which  is  formed  by  the  outftretching  of 
the  oppofite  fhores.  The  curving  of  the  coafl  is  aided  by  feveral  rocky 
iflands  in  forming  the  outer  haven  ;  and  on  the  largeft  of  thefe  illands 
a  fortrefs  is  built.  There  are  two  fine  entrances  to  this  haven  ;  one 
to  the  north  eaft,  and  the  other  to  the  fouth  eaft:  but  they  frequently 
bring  with  them  much  fand,  and  mud ;  for  many  rivers  empty  them- 
felves  into  the  fmall  Adriatic.  This  has  greatly  injured  the  paflage  of 
the  inner  haven  ;  the  waters  of  which,  as  their  reflux  is  partly  pre- 
vented, overflow  the  banks,  and  occafion  much  unwholefome  air.  This 
is  augmented  by  a  kind  of  putrid  fea  weed ;  and  by  the  waters  of  a 
rivulet,  which  is  frequently  fo  fwelled  with  rains  as  to  inundate  the 
■country,  before  it  can  arrive  at  the  inner  haven. 

There  were  formerly  two  large  Corinthian  pillars,  that  were  placed 
at  the  entrance  of  the  inner  and  fmaller  haven,  one  of  which  is  ftill 
entire  ;  but  of  the  other  the  pedefl:al  only  remains.  The  opinion  that 
lanterns  were  fufpended  from  an  architrave  I  think  is  evidently  erro- 
neous :  becaufe,  for  the  lights  to  have  been  difcoverable  at  fea,  they 
muft  have  been  placed  on  a  tower  of  the  caftle,  facing  the  great  haven. 
Thefe  great  pillars  of  white  marble  were  probably  only  an  ornamental 
boundary,  to  the  entrance  from  the  city  to  the  inner  haven.  Statues 
of  the  Roman  Emperors  probably  were  placed  upon  them  ;  as  formerly 
.  on  the  pillars  of  Trajan,  and  Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus,  at  Rome. 

Don  Carlo  Pollio,  a  hydraulic  engineer,  who  had  before  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  different  undertakings  of  the  fame  kind,  is  at  prefent  em- 
ployed in  improving  the  inner  haven,  and  relieving  Brindifi  from  its 
unwholefome  air.     The  marfhy  places  have  been  filled  up  with  earth, 
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and  converted  into  gardens.  The  calling  up  of  the  fea  weed  is  pre- 
vented by  ftone  dams ;  and  the  little  which  can  gain  admiflion,  by 
pafTing  thefe,  is  dragged  on  high  places  in  the  fpring,  where  it  dries 
before  the  beginning  of  the  heats.  The  whole  inner  haven  is  banked 
witli  rough  ftone  ;  upon  which,  according  to  the  nature  of  this  country, 
a  kind  of  odoriferous  mofs  is  propagated,  the  influence  of  which  is 
o-ood*.  The  entrance  to  the  great  haven  is  cleanfed  by  mud-rakes, 
the  high  fhores  are  planted  with  elms,  and  the  rivulet  is  conduced  to 
the  fea  by  afubterranean  paflage,  under  a  hill. 

Don  Carlo  had  the  kindnefs,  with  the  utmoft  complacency,  to  ac* 
company  us  in  perfon  and  point  out  thefe  improvements. 

By  the  removing  of  a  high  bank,  the  earth  of  which  was  to  fill  up  a 
marfhy  place,  the  lower  part  of  the  wall  of  a  houfe  was  lately  difco- 
vered,  which  muft  have  been  inhabited  by  a  Roman.  Here  were  feen. 
the  divifions  of  the  lower  apartments,  the  bath,  the  conduit  to  the  bath, 
and  the  flooring  of  a  bed  chamber,  inlaid  with  mofaic  work  ;  in  which, 
the  words  Bene  dormio^  I  fleep  well,  were  formed  with  blue  ftonss.  A 
female  ftatue  without  a  head,  and  two  heads  of  ancient  philofophers^. 
were  likewife  found. 

About  the  end  of  the  fixteenth  century,  Brindifi  mufl:  have  con- 
tained forty  thoufand  inhabitants.  During  the  long  war,  which  the 
Venetians  waged  againft  the  Turks,  a  fleet  of  the  republic  harboured, 
in  this  haven.  The  Vienetians  were  pleafed  with  the  wine  of  the 
country,  which  is  really  good,  and  paid  for  it  liberally.  Mifled  by 
this  temporary  advantage,  the  inhabitants  of  Brindifi  rooted  up  their 
olive  trees,  and  every  where  planted  the  vine.  When  the  Venetians 
left  the  city,  the  extraordinary  fale  of  their  wine  failed,  and  the  fure 

*  In  different  parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  particularly  In  the  bay  of  Naples  aad 
near  Pofilipo  and  Sorento,  odoriferous  fea  weeds  are  depofited,  by  certain  winds,  on  the 
rocks  of  the  fhore.  After  being  dried,  they  remain  continually  odoriferous*,  lying  like  a. 
filver  coloured  foft  mofs,  and  forming  pleafant  feats>, 
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produce  of  their  oil  was  gone.  This  circumftance,  in  addition  to  the 
badnefs  of  the  air,  accelerated  the  decay  of  the  city.  The  inhabitants 
have  a  bloated  and  pallid  appearance. 

On  the  road  to  Lecce,  we  found  more  plantations  of  the  olive  than 
of  the  vine,  or  of  grain  ;  though  the  latter  flouriflies. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  after  we  had  left  Brindifi,  my  horfe 
became  reftive.  He  was  a  ftrong,  handfome,  but  rather  obfthiate, 
flallion,  from  Taranto ;  and  no  unworthy  reprefentative  of  the  an- 
cient Saturian  fteed.  He  loft  his  balance,  fell  backward,  and  threw 
me  over.  Yet,  though  he  fell  upon  me,  he  did  me  no  injury,  but 
fprang  lightly  on  his  legs,  and  was  fo  far  warned,  by  this  experiment, 
that  he  behaved  more  orderly  on  the  following  day. 

Lecce,  the  principal  city  of  the  whole  province,  is  large  ;  though  it 
contains  only  eighteen  thoufand  inhabitants.  The  llreets  are  gene- 
rally right  lined,  and  the  public  buildings  capacious  :  though  they  are 
the  work  of  a  bewildered  imagination,  which  could  not  fatisfy  itfelf 
with  the  noble  Greek  architecture,  without  a.  mixture  of  the  Gothic. 

This  city  was  called,  by  Strabo,  Aletion,  As  coins  have  been  found 
in  this  peninfula,  with  the  word  Awjavwr,  of  the  people  of  Lycia,  and 
as  no  trace  of  any  city  of  this  name  is  known,  fome  have  conjedured, 
and  not  improbably,  that  the  ancient  name  of  Lecce  might  have  been 
Lycia, 

We  found  but  little  room  in  the  inn  ;  and,  having  letters  of  recom- 
mendation, we  went  to  two  perfons  who  took  us  to  a  coffee  houfe, 
that  was  roomy  and  handfome.  Here  we  remained  feveral  hours,  fur- 
rounded  by  a  tolerably  numerous  and  inquifitive  company;  and  were 
then  taken  to  a  palace,  the  owner  of  which  was  abfent,  where,  though  it 
was  late,  we  were  well  entertained.  The  palace  and  its  furniture  might 
be  called  beautiful  in  the  largeft  city  of  Europe. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  Italians,  for  the  hofpitality  with  which  they 
receive  travellers  -,  otherwife  it  would  be  difficult  to  travel  in  thefe  pro- 
vin<:esj  where  fometimes  there  are  no  inns,  and  where  the  inns  are 

generally 
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generally  wretched.  But  the  misfortune  is  they  are  too  "kind.  You 
may  plead  in  vain'that  you  have  more  need  of  reft  than  of  feafting  : 
they  cannot  conceive  the  neceffity  there  is  for  any  repofe.  You  are 
obliged  to  remain  for  hours  in  company  with  idle,  talkative,  and  inrtui- 
fitive  men  ;  and,  when  it  is  late,  are  introduced  to  a  plentiful  fuppen 
They  forget  that  the  traveller  has  to  rife  early  ;  and  is  frequently  de- 
prived of  the  afternoon  fleep  by  which  he  fliould  recruit  his  ftrength. 
Thus,  after  travelling  a  whole  day,  you  feldom  have  gone  more  than 
four  Of  five  German  miles,  in  a  country  where  the  horfes  and  mules 
are  in  general  very  bad.  I  am  contented  to  travel  no  further  in  a  day; 
but  I  would  rather  do  it  in  a  fhorter  time,  and  repofe  during  the  heat 
of  the  fun. 

The  royal  governor  of  the  province,  wko  likewife  fits  as  prefident 
of  the  tribunal,  refides  at  Lecce.  An  appeal  lies  from  this  provincial 
tribunal,  in  civil  caufes,  to  the  chief  court  in  Naples,  for  fo  fmall  a  fum 
as  two  hundred  Neapolitan  ducats :  equal  to  two  hundred  rix-doilar6. 
four  perfons,  who  are  called  Minifiri^  regularly  fit  as  affiftants  to  the 
governor  :  but  they  muft  not  be  natives  of  the  province.  This  cuftom 
appears  to  me  to  denote  the  ancient  Spanilh  fpirit,  of  jealous  and  poli- 
tical caution.  Would  not  the  people  place  more  confidence  in  their 
fellow  citizens  than  in  perfons  who  are  preferred  only  becaufe  they 
come  from  another  province  ?  And  what  can  be  of  greater  importance 
than  the  confidence  placed  by  citizens  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  ? 
I  conceive  indeed  it  would  be  a  narrow  mode  of  thinking  to  exclude 
Grangers  :  but  I  am  perfuaded  the  exclufion  of  natives  is  flill  more 
fevere. 

In  addition  to  the  tolls  and  the  fait  revenue,  which  article  the  inha- 
bitants are  obliged  tp  purchafe  from  the  royal  fait  works  of  Barletta, 
the  city  annually  pays  the  King  fixteen  thoufand  Neapolitan  ducats. 

In  Lecce,  as  in  different  other  towns  of  this  kingdom,  a  fedile^  or 
kind  of  college,  is  inftituted.;  the  members  of  which  confift  of  the  no- 
bility, and  a  few  of  the  citizens,    'This  college  regulates  the  price  of 

corn. 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.         ^^^y 

corn,  and  other  viands  ;  and,  in  times  of  fcarcity,  mufl:  take  care  to  pro- 
vifion  the  city..  It  colleds  the  taxes  that  do  not  belong  to  the  Kins: : 
from  which,  and  other  refources,  the  fixteen  thoufand  ducats  are  pro- 
vided. The  fyndic  is  annually  chofen  from  the  noble  members  of  the 
college. 

The  roads  round  Lecce  are  intolerable.  The  wheels  of  carriages  have 
madefuch  deep  ruts,  in  the  foft  ground,  that,  if  the  evil  be  not  foon 
remedied,  they  will  be  utterly  impafTable.  The  people  have  hopes  that 
this  neceflary  improvement  will  be  made.  Nay  the  deep  holes  made 
by  the  hoofs  of  horfes  have  rendered  the  road  extremely  difficult  even- 
to  horfemen. 

The  peculiar  quality  of  the  rock,  which  is  foft  when  taken  from  the 
quarry,  and  becomes  hardened  by  the  air,  occafions  the  inhabitants  to 
ufe  it  for  building  their  large  houfes  ;  and  their  magnificent  but  infipid 
churches,  with  other  pubhc  buildings.  They  decorate  their  Grecian 
columns  with  the  extravagancies  of  Gothic  tafte  j  and  overload  the 
very  village  churches  with  ornaments  in  baflb  and  alto  relievo,  which 
equally  betray  a  want  of  invention  and  a  mifguided,  or  rather  a  de- 
praved, imagination. 

The  foil  of  the  whole  peninfula,  though  it  have  no  confiderable 
heights,  is  rocky  ;  but  it  is  very  produdive  in  olives,  figs,  and  grapes. 
In  fummer,  the  earth  muft  be  exceedingly  hot;  and  that  it  is  produdive 
the  noble  face  of  nature  is  a  convincing  proof.  The  people  are  oeco- 
nomical  in  the  ufe  of  their  land  ;  on  which  I  faw  whole  places  bare 
the  earth  of  which  had  been  removed  from  the  rocks  to  fupply  fpots 
that  were  more  favourable.     I  met  Vv^ith  good  grain. 

A  German  mile  and  a  half  from  Otranto,  we  had  a  profped  of  the 
Adriatic,  where  it  bathes  the  fhores  of  Greece.  We  exclaimed,  at  be- 
holding it,  as  joyfully  as  the  ten  thoufand  led  by  Xenophon  did,  when 
they  viewed  the  fea,  0aAaTTa'  S^aiAarra-  The  fea  !  The  fea  !  We 
foon  faw  the  Albanian  mountains,  or  the  ancient  Epirus,  and  the  Jcro- 
€eraunian^  or  thundering,  rocks,  covered  with  eternal  fnow: 

Jnfames 
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Infames fcopuhs i  Acroctraunia 

HoR.lib.  i.  od.  3. 

Rocks  for  {hip wrecked  fleets  ill-fam'd. 

Francis. 

as  Horace  fays  :  and  the   two  hills   on  which  Bulcigno  is  built ;  that 
neft  of  daring  pirates. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Otranto,  there  are  olive  trees  of  remark- 
able height.  The  olive,  if  it  be  not  lopped,  has  beauties  peculiat^o 
itfelf ;  although,  in  my  opinion,  its  charader  is  gloomy.  The  fig 
trees  of  Otranto  are  juftly  celebrated  for  their  extraordinary  fize  and 
beauty. 

Would  you  believe  that  the  wind  that  blows  over  the  fea  from 
Greece  is  at  prefent  quite  cold  ?  As  we  approached  the  town,  this  wind 
wafted  with  it  the  odours  of  the  lovely  orange  groves,  that  furround 
Otranto. 

I  have  now  feen  Greece,  though  fituated  beyond  the  Adriatic.  We 
have  frequently  willied  to  take  a  trip  to  the  ill  and  of  Corfu ^  the  Cor- 
cyra,  Keoxvpx,  of  the  ancients,  and  the  Scheria  of  Homer,  to  vifit  the 
country  of  the  Pheacians,  and  from  that  to  the  Ithaca  of  Homer,  or 
the  little  iiland  of  Cephalonia.  Yet,  eafy  as  this  would  be  in  going, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  return,  becaufe  of  the  ftrid  quarantine  ;  and 
efpecially  at  prefent,  as  the  plague  has  again  broke  out  in  the  Morea, 
or  the  ancient  Peloponnefus. 

By  the  Greeks,  Otranto  was  called  Hydrus,  'TJ^povgf  abbreviated  from 
^TSp'sic,  and  by  the  Romans  Kydruntum,  It  had  been  fo  named  by 
the  Greeks  'from  the  river  Hydnis ;  which,  although,  like  fo  many 
other  famed  rivers  of  the  ancients,  its  name  fignified  abounding  in 
water,  is  no  more  than  a  brook,  that  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  at 
Otranto.  This  town  is  the  feat  of  an  archbifhop  ;  but  contains  only 
three  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  is  guarded  by  a  ftrong  caftle,  to  pro- 
tect it  againft  the  inroads  of  the  Turks  and  pirates. 

In  the  year  1480,  under  Mahomet  the  Second,  Otranto  was  taken 
7  and 
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and  plundered  by  the  Turks  ;  and  the  Inhabitants  were  treated  with 
ci-uelty.  Probably,  according  to  the  fyftem  of  Turklfli  politics,  the  con- 
queror of  Conftantinople,  who  with  proud  and  fwelling  hopes  had  fent 
an  army  into  Italy,  intended  by  fpreading  the  terror  of  his  name  to 
fubdue  this  beautiful  country. 

The  diftance  of  the  coaft  of  Albania  is  fixty  Italian  miles  :  that  is 
fifteen  geographical  or  ten  common  German  miles.  We  yefterday 
faw  the  fun  go  down  below  the  Acroceraunian  mountains.  The  an- 
cient Greeks  thought  thefe  coafts  fo  remarkable  that  they  gave  them 
no  other  name  than  JEpirus^  or  continent  ;  of  which  the  Romans 
formed  Eplrus.  Pyrrhus  and  Scanderbeg  were  both  natives  of  this 
country. 

On  cur  road  from  Otranto  to   Gallipoll,  we  yeflerday  thus  early 
faw  barley  in  fheaf,  and  oats  that  were  houfed  :  yet,   in  thefe  diftrids 
the  rocky  foil  is  fcantily  covered  with  earth.      We    like  wife  travelled 
through  feveral  forefts  of  oak  ;  and  faw  fruit  trees,  among  which  the 
lofty  and  wide  fpreading  fig  was  not  inferior  to  the  large  walnut  tree. 

He  who  would  fully  conceive  and  intimately  feel  the  beautiful  idea 
'  of  the  Ifraelites,  who  "  dwelt  fafely,  every  man  under  his  vine  and 
under  his  fig  tree*,"  ought  to  have  feen  the  fig  trees  of  this  peninfula, 
and  the  high  vineyards  of  Terra  di  Lavoro ;  or  Sorenta.  In  the  after- 
noon, we  faw  the  fun  fet  below  the  Mediterranean  fea,  which  in  the 
morning  had  rifen  over  the  Adriatic. 

Gallipoli  is  built  on  a  fmall  rocky  ifland,  on  the  fouth  fliore  of  the 
bay  of  Taranto  ;  and  communicates  with  the  continent,  by  the  means 
of  a  long  bridge.     The  fituation  would  have  been  delightful,  had  the 
inhabitants  been  careful  to  plant  trees.     It  did  not,  as  many  have  Ima-- 
gined,  receive  its  name  from  theGauls  :  its  origin  v/as  Greek,  and  it  was 
called  CalUopohs^  or  charming  city  :  probably  becaiife  of  its  fituation. 
The  feed  cotton  (allow  me  to  ufethe  term)  which  is  called  Boiribace-^^ 
*  I  Kings,  iv.  25;  and  Micali,  iv.  4. 
t  Erroneonlly  written,  as  I  fuppofe,  iuftead  of  Bamha^ia.    T. 

Vol.  IL  2;  is 
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is  induftrioufly  cultivated  *m  the  country  round  Otranto,  It  mud  not 
he  confounded  with  the  cotton  of  Afia  and  America,  which  grows  upon* 
trees.  This  cotton,  white  as  fnow^,  is  fpun  hy  the  w^omen  from  the 
diftaff.  It  is  heft  manufadured  at  Gallipoli ;  and  is  wove  into  muilins, 
which  have  a  great  exportation.  I  fuppofe  thefe  ftuffs  to  be  the  Byjfus 
of  the  ancients. 

Gallipoli  enjoys  a  great  oil  trade.  According  to  the  eftimate  of  a 
meritorious  man  of  literature  of  this  place,  its  annual  and  average  ex- 
port of  oil  amounts  to  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  four  Neapolitan  ducats  i  or,,  in  round  numbers,  about  a 
million*. 

It  has  not  to  thank  its  haven  for  its  trade ;  which  is  unfafe,  and  in 
which  many  fhips  have  been  loft  :  but  its  rocks,  in  which  the  maga- 
zines for  keeping  the  oil  are  hewn.  Thefe  warm  rocks  have  the  pro- 
perty of  purifying  the  oil  ;  for  which  reafon  oils  from  other  parts  of 
the  province  are  brought  here,  for  amelioration. 

This  trade  would  no  doubt  be  more  flourifhing  if,  as  the  citizens  have 

requelled,  a  haven  were  fuffered  to  be  built.     Art  m.ight  overcome  the 

obftacles  of  nature  ;  and  it  is  eftimated  that  the  expence  of  this  ufeful 

improvement  w^ould  only  amount  to  twenty-five  thoufand  ducats.  Only 

iive-and-twenty  thoufand  ducats!    And  of  this  fmall  fum  the  citizens 

have  petitioned  to  pay  a  part  !  It  is  faid  indeed  that  it  is  the  ifitcnt'ion  of 

the  King  to  comply  with  this  juft  demand  of  the  people:  but  I  own  I 

am  inclined  to  think  that  this  neceifary  undertaking  has  been  procrail:i- 

nated  through  the  envy  of  other  towns.    I  have  no  proof  for  this  con- 

jedure  :    except  that  I   can  no   otherwife  account  for  fuch  negled. 

Neither  can  I  conceive  why  the  wealthy  tow^n   fhould  not  require  to 

pay  the  whole  expence.    The  mere/^r/?;i^o«  for  undertaking  fo  ufeful 

a  work  would  not  furely  have  been  denied  them  :  and  how  greatly 

would  it  have  been  to  their  advantage  ! 

*  Efame  economico  del  Jijiema  civile.     The  author  of  this  valuable  work,  who  has  not 
publiftied  his  name,  is^  called  FiUppo  JBriganti  -,   and  k  a  citizen  of  Gallipoli. 

It 
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It  would  be  equally  political  and  juft  in  the  State  to  abollfh,  or  at 
leaft  to  lighten  the  heavy  duty  which  is  paid  for  the  exported  oil.  From 
eighty  to  a  hundred  veffels  annually  arrive  at  this  port  ;  and  many  of 
them  pay  a  tax   of  from  five  to  feven  thoufand  ducats. 

People  juftly  admire  the  wifdom  of  the  Englifh  ;  who,  inftead  of 
taxing  their  exports  like  other  Governments,  allow  premiums,  and 
drawbacks :  yet,  while  they  admire,  they  forbear  to  imitate. 

Signor  Giovanni  Prefta,  another  man  of  letters  of  Gallipoli  now  liv- 
ing, who  has  written  a  very  valuable  book  on  the  properties  of  differ- 
ent oils,  fays  that  three  fifths  of  the  lands  in  this  province  are  planted 
with  olive  trees.  And  the  before-mentioned  FiUppo  Bngarit'i  maintains 
that  this  tree  has  not  been  adopted  as  a  foreign  plant,  from  the  penin- 
fula  ;  but  that  it  is  proper  to  the  foil*. 

In  this  province  there  is  a  gum  likewife  found,  which  is  in  high  efli- 
mation.  The  people  call  it  I'agia,  It  exudes  from  the  olive  tree  ; 
and  only  from  the  olive  trees  of  the  province  of  Tcrt'a  di  Bari,  and 
cf  the  peninfula:  though  principally  in  the  latter.  No  incifion  need 
be  made  in  the  bark.  Some  fuppofe  that  the  tree  fpontaneoufly  emits 
this  gum,  which  ufually  hangs  like  a  tear  on  the  polilhed  bark.  The 
country  people  fay  there  is  a  kind  of  butterfly,  that  lays  its  o^g^  in  the 
bark ;  from  which  a  caterpillar  is  produced,  that  frequently  bores 
through  the  branch  to  the  fap,  and  through  this  wound  in  the  branch 
the  gum  exudes ;  but  no  fuch  are  ever  found;  neither  do  the  ancients 
mention  this  caterpillar ;    though,   according   to    the   learned   Signor 

*  In  fail'i^  par  che  la  Natura  ablia  dejluiaie,,  nln  r'lproduz'wnc  dcgl'i  tdivi,  le  fcrtih'  colli ne 
delta  Iapiggia\  ove  tut  to  c'lo^  che  rimane  ahbandonnto  nlla  jpontniiea  vegelazioiie  dell  a  terra  ^  fi  vede 
ricoperto  di  olivajlri  ;  che  inalzano  le  fruttifere  chiomc  al par  degli  albert  piu  fpi^ciofi  :  feg'fo  ei'i- 
dente  chela  forza  produttrice  del  fiiolo  non  adotta^  771a  genera  ^  quefia  piante'  Nature  appears 
to  have  deilined  the  fertile  hills  of  Japygia  to  the  production  of  the  olive  ;  M-here  the 
ground,  when  left  to  its  own  fpontaneous  efforts,  is  covered  with  olive  branches;  that  raife 
t^eir  beautiful  foliage  equal  to  that  of  the  fined  trees  :  which  evidently  flie\A'S  it  is  the 
produdive  force  of  the  foil  that  generates,  infcead  of  adopting,  this  plant.  Efainepol.  p.  70. 

Z  2  Prefta, 
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Prefta*,  who  has  written  on  oil,  they  defcribed  this  gum  by  the  name 
of  Ethiopian  tears  f. 

The  vime  that  is  produced  in  the  country  of  GallipoU  is  excellent, 
when  it  is  allowed  to  be  eight  or  ten  years  old. 

I  had  yefterday  agreed  with  a  French  captain,  who  was  bound  to 
Dunkirk  and  ready  to  fet  fail,  and  w^ho  w^ould  have  taken  us  to  Co- 
trone:  but  he  has  juft  been  informed  that  an  armed  vefTel  is  waiting 
for  Iiim,  off  Capo  Santa  Maria,  the  ancient  promontory  of  Leuca.  It 
is  probably  a  veflel  from  Triefte;  for  I  am  informed  the  French  have 
plundered  two  merchantmen  of  that  place.  The  poor  man  is  in  great 
tribulation.  Amid  the  general  confufion  of  the  affairs  of  France,  the 
French  confuls  receive  no  inftrudions  from  the  miniftry  ;  and  therefore 
can  neither  give  advice  nor  information. 

Surrounded  by  the  fhips  of  all  nations,  the  ftreamers  of  which  are 
flying,  this  melancholy  captain  is  obliged  to  conceal  his  flag:  for  the 

**  Memoria  fti  t  faggi  dlverft  di  olio^  e  fit  della  ragia  di  idivo  :  da  Giovanni  Presta^ 
This  is  a  different  work  and  a  much  lefs  than  that  which  I  have  cited  in  Letter  LXXIII. 
by  the  fame  author,  on  experiments  upon  various  kinds  of  oil. 

f  Signer  Prefta,  on  this  occafion,  quotes  the  following  paflage  from  Baccio  de  vinis 
Appulis,  lib.  v.  Gumtni  hie  olea  exfiidafit  optimum^  quod  chlrurgi  Gummi  Elemi  appellant. 
Gleba  ejl  pifiguiS)  ac  myrrhis  hiflar  Jragranti  odore^  ut  non  foliim  in  unguento  prohandam  exifA^ 
mem — veriim  etiam  prutiis  afperfa  fiiffimetitum  halfami  in  cameris  edit  gratiofuiVy  fuperans 
ihuris  et  JlaBa  niyrrha  fragratitiatn  *. Signor  Cotunnio,  a  celebrated  phyfician  of  Na- 
ples, has  had  the  kindnefs  to  give  me  a  fample  of  this  gum.  When  ufed  as  incenfe,  it 
has  a  much  ftronger  odour  than  frankincenie.  For  this  reafon,  Signor  Cotunnio  forbids 
it  to  be  ufed  by  lying-in  women,  for  fome  days ;  and  does  not  think  it  good  for  perfons 
who  have  any  diforder  of  the  lungs  :  in  which  he  differs  from  a  celebrated  German  phy-. 
fician,  who  had  been  in  Italy.  Signor  Cotunnio  however  (hould  be  heft  acquainted  with 
its  efFeds  •,  as  he  is  a  native  of  Puglia,  and  comes  from  Ruvo,  which  is  in  the  Terra  di 
Bari. 

'*  The  olive  trees  here  exude  an  excellent  kind  of  gum,  which  the  furgeons  czW  gum  elemi.  It  is  a  fat 
fubftance,  and  has  the  fragrant  odour  of  myrrh;  and  when  thrown  on  hot  coals  emits  a  fragrant  odour, 
that  exceeds  the  perfume  of  frankincenie,  or  myrrh. 

French 
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French  are  with  good  reafon  diillkcd  here,  as  they  not  only  afford 
protediion  on  their  coafts  to  the  African  corfairs  but  give  thein  infor- 
mation at  fea. 

Before  I  quit  this  province,  I  muft  do  the  inhabitants,  and  particu- 
larly thofe  of  PugUa,  the  juPcice  to  ftate  that  they  are  a  worthy  peo- 
ple ^  friendly,  difinterefted,  hofpitable,  and  with  excellent  hearts.  Would 
they  could  recoiled  that  the  traveller  has  more  need  of  repofe  than 
of  reveling !  That  fome  vllits  are  pleafant  and  interefting  to  him, 
but  that  he  ftands  in  need  of  his  moments  of  leifure  !  That  he  mud 
be  greatly  incommoded,  after  a  hot  day's  journey,  by  a  chamber 
full  of  people,  going  in  and  out :  or  by  being  hurried  away  to  view 
objeds,  which  may  appear  worthy  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of 
a  fmall  town,  but  can  have  few  charms  for  thofe  who  have  vifited  the 
antiquities  of  Rome,  and  the  grand  works  of  ancient  art  ;  and  that 
their  kindnefs  would  have  double  worth,  were  it  limply  and  cordially 
adminiftered,  undebafed  by  the  vain  marks  of  honour,  and  ignoble 
cringing  and  flattery,  as  exercifed  by  the  infigniticant  babbling  of  cu- 
riofity !  What  can  a  ftranger  fay  to  people,  who  vaunt  of  his  merits 
without  ever  having  feen  him  before ;  of  the  overflowing  of  the 
heart  at  his  arrival;  and  who,  with  an  expreflTion  of  falfe  modefl;ys, 
not  uncommon  to  them,  compare  themfelves  to  infeds  *  ? 

*  The  following  expreflions  are  frequent.  Vcgl'ia  compatire  colla  nojlra  deholezza—' 
E  niente  alfuo  meritOy  alfatto  n'lerde !  Ci  e  tiienie  degno  di  le'i^  ma  ci  e  ahondanza  di  ciiore.—' 
**  1  hope  you  will  excufe  our  incapacity — We  have  nothing  worthy  of  you;  abfolutely 
"  nothing  !  I  poflefs  nothing  worthy  of  your  notice  :  but  I  have  an  overflowing  heart !" 
If  you  go  to  fee  a  colledtion  of  vafes,  coins,  or  other  curiofities,  they  offer  them  with  the 
phrafe — E  tidto  alia  fua  difpoftzione  ! — "  The  whole,  Sir,  is  at  your  difpol^il !" — A  no- 
bleman, whofe  handfomc  wife  I  had  vifited,  and  whom  I  had  the  courage  to  praife,  being 
to  depart  the  next  morning,  anfwered  my  praife  in  the  prefence  of  a  dignified  ecclefiaftic, 
with  E  tutta  alia  difpofizione  del  Signor  Cotite  /  The  man  certainly  was  not  ferious  :  but 
why  fo  degrading  an  exprefhon  ?  Why  fo  debafing  a  compliment  as — So/io  iin  pkccla 
infetio  ml  mondol — "  I  am  but  a  worm,  crawling  on  the  earth  !" 

LET- 
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LETTER     LXXXIL 
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Catan2aro,  21  ft  May  1792. 

-T  was  on  the  17th,  half  an  hour  before  midnight,  that  we 
got  under  fail  in  the  harbour  of  GallipoU.  During  our  paiTage,  the 
wind  was  generally  favourable;  but  fo  weak  that  it  was  eleven  o'clock 
of  the  forenoon  of  the  19th,  before  we  arrived  at  Cotrone :  although 
the  diftance  betv/eenthe  two  places  is  only  from  feventeen  to  eighteen 
German  miles.  We  foon  loft  fight  of  the  flat  fhores  of  GallipoU,  and 
faw  before  us  the  high  mountains  of  the  two  Calabrias. 

The  prefent  Terra  d''Otranto  was  called  by  the  ancients  the  yapygiafi . 
peninfula;  and,  in  its  moft  proper  fenfe,  the  eaft  fide  was  called  Cala- 
bria, and  the  v/eft  the  land  of  the  Salentines.  The  two  provinces, 
which  are  now  called  Calabria  citra  and  Calabria  oltra^  were  included 
under  the  general  name  Lucania:  till  the  fouth  part  of  this  country, 
which  is  now  called  Calabria  oltra,  according  to  the  account  of  Dio- 
dorus  Siculus,  •  was  feparated  from  the  north  after  the  following 
manner. 

"  In  the  iirft  year  of  the  io6th  Olympiad  [354  years  before  the  birth 
"  of  Chrift]  the  country  of  Lucania  was  overrun  by  a  multitude  of  vile 
"  wretches,  moft  of  whom  were  fugitive  flaves.  At  firft,  they  lubfifted 
"  by  robbery:  but,  after  being  accuftomed  to  fleep  on  the  bare  earth 
"  and  to  make  incurfions,  they  fo  far  inured  themfelves  to  warlike  en- 
"  terprifes  that  they  attacked  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  whom 
"  they  quickly  fubdued.  Tiiey  firft  took  Terhia^  which  they  piun- 
"  dered  :  after  that  Harbonia^  Thur'ram^  and  many  other  towns,  and 
''  founded  a  republic  under  the  name  of  the  Brettii.,  or  Bruttn  :  becaufe 
''  they  hi\d  moft' of  them  been  flaves ;  Van d  this  word,  in  the  language 
^•^  of  the  country,  fignified  runaway  flaves'*." 

*  Diod.  vol.  ii,  p.  ^i,  ed.  WefTel. 

Before 
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Before  we  arrived  at  Cotrone,  we  fav/  the  little  town  of  Strongoli, 
built  upon  a  hill  on  the  fea  coafc.  I  think,  with  Swinburne,  that  it 
was  the  Petelia  founded  by  Philodetes.  Belcaftro^  which  is  not  built 
on  the  fea  lliore,  cannot  be  the  place :  though  it  was  fo  fuppofed  bv 
Cluverius.     Petelia  was  enumerated  among  the  fea  ports. 

Cotrone  lies  on  the  north  eafi:  fide  of  the  province  of  Calabria  oltra  ; 
or  of  fouth  Calabria.  The  origin  of  tills  town  is  bewildered  in  flible. 
According  to  Diodorus,  Hercules,  on  his  paffage  through  Italy,  flew 
by  miftake  a  man  of  the  name  of  Croton  ;  and  promifed  after  him  a 
celebrated  town  Ihould  be  named.  Others  tell  us  this  town  was 
founded  by  Croton,  fon  of  the  King  of  Theflaly  and  the  judge  of  hell, 
JEaciis  *.  Others  again  make  Micyllus,  or  Myfcellus^  to  be  its  founder 
whom  the  fatirift,  Lucian,  introduces  as  converfmg  with  Pythagoras, 
whofe  foul  had  tranfmigrated  into  a  cock.  Croton  however  was  un- 
doubtedly a  powerful  and  flouriiliing  city  at  the  time  that  Pythagoras, 
under  the  government  of  the  tyrant  Polycrates,  left  the  ifland  of  Samos, 
his  native  country,  and,  about  the  year  570  before  Chrift,  came  to 
Italy.  This  great  man  found  the  Crotonians  degraded,  by  too  much 
profperity,  into  voluptuoufnefs,  and  led  them  back  to  the  paths  of  vir- 
tue. He  lived  to  be  very  old,  and  refided  in  Croton  as  a  venerable 
fage  when  the  celebrated  war  was  waged  between  that  city  and  Sy- 
baris  ;  which  was  then  the  mod  powerful  in  Lucania,  or  in  all  Italy. 
Talys,  a  powerful  demagogue  of  Sybaris,  exercifed  thofe  political  arts 
that  were  and  are  common  to  ancient  and  modern  demagogues  ;  and 
endeavoured  to  fucceed  by  making  himfelf  refpeded  among  the  people, 
and  by  exciting  an  antipathy  in  them  againft  the  grandees  and  the 
wealthy,  that  thus  they  might  favour  his  ufurpations.  He  perfuaded 
his  fellow  citizens  to  banifh  five  hundred  of  the  richeft  perfons  of  the 
place,  and  to  divide  their  property  among  themfelves.  The  fugitives 
fought  and  found  a  refuge  in  Croton  ;  and,  by  the  advice  of  Talys, 
ambafTadors  were  fent  thither,  requiring  thofe  men  to  be  delivered  up, 

*  Diod.  vol.  i.  p.  270* 

or 
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or  menacing  war.  The  people  and  the  fenate  of  Croton  hefitated,  be- 
tween the  fhamefully  relinquiihing  the  facred  rights  of  hofpitaUty  and 
undertaking  a  difaftrous  war.  The  people  inclined,  as  ufually  happens, 
to  that  fide  which  appeared  to  them  leaft  dangerous ;  till  Pythagoras 
excited  in  them  a  fenfe  of  juftice  and  fentiments  of  heroifm,  and  the 
fugitives  were  not  delivered  up. 

Three  hundred  thoufand  Sybarites  were  oppofed  to  one  hundred 
thoufand  Crotonians,  who  were  led  by  the  famous  wreftler,  Milo,  a 
conqueror  that  had  been  fix  times  crowned  at  the  Olympic  games. 
Adorned  with  his  vigor's  crown,  clothed  in  a  lion's  hide,  and  armed 
with  a  clal),  he  led  his  fellow  citizens  againil  the  effeminate  multitude 
of  the  Sybarites  *. 

The  Sybarites  were  put  to  flight ;  and  moft  of  them  fell  under  the 
fword  of  the  enraged  vidors,  who  deftroyed  Sybaris  f .  This  hap- 
pened in  the  third  year  of  the  67th  Olympiad,   507  years  before  the 

*  The  effeminacy  and  excefs  of  the  Sybarites  became  proverbial,  among  the  ancients. 
If  any  man  affeded  a  courtly  gait,  they  faid  he  walked  like  a  Sybarite.  They  were  famous 
for  cookery.  Like  the  nobility  of  France,  they  did  not  think  it  beneath  their  dignity  to 
fludy  this  art.  The  mod  notorious  among  them  was  one  Myndirides ;  who,  when  hb 
went  to  demand  the  daughter  of  Clifthenes,  the  tyrant  of  Sicyon,  took  with  him  a  thou- 
fand fowlers,  a  thoufand  hfliermen,  and  a  thoufand  cooks  ;  but  he  did  not  obtain  the  ty- 
rant's daughter.  This  Sybarite  ufed  to  lleep  on  rofe  leaves  j  and  would  complain  of  his 
reft  being  diilurbed,  if  he  happened  to  be  molefled  by  the  doubling  of  a  leaf.  Seeing  a 
labourer  once  with  a  hoe,  raifmg  his  arm  to  hoe  the  earth,  the  fight  gave  him  fuch  a  fenfe 
of  wearinefs  that  he  commanded  the  man  to  be  gone. 

It  is  related  of  the  Sybarites  that  they  taught  their  horfes  to  dance  to  the  found  of  the 
flute,  at  their  banquets.  The  tale  that  the  people  of  Croton  profited  by  this,  played  the 
known  tune  during  the  battle,  and  thus  fuddenly  made  the  horfes  begin  to  dance,  by 
which  the  ranks  were  confufed  and  the  riders  tlirown,  is  no  doubt  a  pleafantry,  invented 
by  fome  humorous  fatirift. 

f  The  Count,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  virtue  and  philofophy,  has  declared  himfelf  an  enemy 
to  war.  It  was  in  a  moment  of  forgetfulnefs,  or  he  could  not  have  praifed  the  vicious, 
the  unphilofophical,  advice  of  Pythagoras  :  to  which  thoufands  fell  victims  ;  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  a  mighty  city  was  razed.     T. 

7  birth 
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birth  of  Chrlft,  and  fifty-eight  years  afterward  Sybaris  v/as  rebuilt  by 
the  ThefTalians.  Six  years  after  that,  they  were  again  driven  away  by 
the  Crotonians  ;  and  fought  protevllion  from  Sparta  and  Athens.  The 
Athenians  Uftened  to  them,  fent  a  fquadron  of  ten  fliips,  and  protected 
them  while»they  built  a  new  city  ;  which  was  called  Thurio?i^  from  the 
fountain  Thur'ia^  and  by  the  Romans  Thurium'^» 

At  the  time  that  Pyrrhus  invaded  Italy,  Croton  vv^as  twelve  Italian 
miles  in  circumference :  that  is,  two  common  German,  or  three 
geographical,  miles.  After  the  war  of  Pyrrhus,  the  city  was  fcarcely 
half  inhabited ;  and  the  river  JEfarus^  which  had  divided  Croton, 
flowed  through  uninhabited  places  f . 

Eight  years  after  the  fecond  Punic  war,  when  Scipio  Africanus  was 
again  chofen  Conful  and  Tiberius  Sempronius  Gracchus  his  colleap-ue, 
the  Romans  fent  a  colonv  hither  t. 

During  one  Olympiad,  feven  Crotonians  obtained  the  prize  for  fwift- 
nefs.  It  was  a  proverb  that  the  laft  of  the  Crotonians  was  the  firft  of 
the  Greeks.  As  healthy  as  a  Crotonian  was  another  proverb ;  yet 
is  this  place,  at  prefent,  notorious  for  its  bad  air ! 

In  early  times,  Croton  was  an  excellent  fchool  for  phyficians.  De- 
mocedes  was  a  native  of  this  city.  Leaving  his  fevere  father,  he  went 
to  iEgina ;  where,  although  he  had  brought  no  inftruments  of  his  art 
•with  him,  he  furpaffed  the  bed  phyficians  :  for  phyficians  in  thofe  days 
were  alfo  furgeons.  In  the  fecond  year  of  his  refidence  there,  the 
JEginetae  rewarded  him  by  a  falary  of  a  talent.  He  afterward  went  to 
Ath;;ns,  for  higher  pay ;  and  from  thence  to  Polycrates,  the  tyrant  of 
Samos,  for  the  annual  ftipend  of  two  talents.  Herodotus  tells  us  that, 
in  thefe  times,  the  Crotonians.  were  the  people  mod  celebrated  for  the 
art  of  healing, 

Polycrates  took  him  with  him,  when  he  failed  to  vifit  the  Perfian 
governor  of  Sardis,  Oroetes ;  by  whom  Polycrates  was  treacheroufly 
put  to  death. 

*  Diod,  f  LIv.  xxlv.  c.  3.  :j:  Strabo. 
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When  Darius,  the  (on  of  HyPcafpes,  King  of  the  Pcrfians,  had  put 
Oroetes  to  death,  he  afterward  fprained  his  foot  as  he  alighted  from 
his  horfe,  after  hunting.  The  Egyptian  phyficians,  by  whom  he  was 
attended,  for  the  Egyptians  in  ancient  times  v/ere  celebrated  for  their 
medical  fi^ill,  gave  him  pain  without  relief.  The  King*  had  feven 
fleeplefs  nights ;  and  on  the  eighth  day  Democedes  was  recommended 
to  him,  who  appeared  before  the  King  in  the  mean  habit  of  a  flave,  and 
loaded  with  chains.  Democedes  long  perfiiled  that  he  was  unacquainted 
with  the  medical  art ;  for  he  feared  that,  if  known,  he  fliould  not  be 
futfered  to  return  to  Greece.  Being  however  threatened  feverely  by 
Darius,  and,  after  the  royal  manner  of  all  ages,  menaced  with  the  tor- 
ture, he  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  acquainted  with  a  phyfician 
and  had  obtained  fome  ikill  in  the  fcience.  Darius  put  himfelf  under 
Democedes ;  who  fhortly  reftored  the  King,  by  the  means  of  ftrong 
fomentations.  On  this,  he  was  prefented  with  two  pair  of  golden 
fetters.  "  What,"  faid  Democedes  to  the  monarch,  *'  will  you  double 
"^  my  evils  for  having  reftored  you  to  health  ?"  The  good-humoured 
King  was  fo  pleafed  with  this  fally  that  he  fent  Democedes  to  his 
women,  by  whom  he  was  richly  rewarded,  and  would  have  hanged  the 
Egyptian  phyficians  had  not  Democedes  entreated  for  their  pardon. 

Soon  aftei*ward  Atoffa,  the  wife  of  Darius  and  the  daughter  of  Cyrus 
the  Great,  fent  for  Democedes ;  for  fhe  had  long  concealed  an  abfcefs 
in  her  breaft.  The  difeafe  by  this  time  was  become  dangerous.  He 
promifed  a  cure,  provided  flie  would  make  an  oath  to  ferve  him  in 
return. 

He  kept  his  word,  and,  inftruded  by  him,  AtofTa  advifed  her  huf- 
band  to  make  war  upon  the  Greeks,  that  he  might  gain  renown  in  his 
youth,  and  bring  into  captivity  the  women  of  jEgina,  Attica,  and  Co- 
rinth. "  Thou  haft  a  man,"  faid  flie,  "  whofe  knowledge  of  the  country 
"  will  do  thee  great  fervice  ;  it  is  Democedes,  who  cured  thy  foot." 

The  converfation  of  AtofTa  produced  its  efFedl  on  Darius,  and  he 
fent  Democedes,,  with  fifteen  of  the  principal  perfons  of  Perfia,  to- 

Bbcemce^ 
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Ph^nice,  Here  they  armed  two  galleys,  vifited  many  of  the  fea  ports 
of  Greece,  and  landed  at  laft  at  Tarentum.  Ariftophilides,  who  go- 
verned Tarentum.  and  was  a  native  of  Croton,  iraprlfoned  the  Perfians, 
as  fpies  ;  and  Democedes,  who  had  formed  this  plan  only  to  return  to 
hig  own  country,  went  to  Croton. 

When  he  was  there,  Ariftophilides  fet  the  Perfians  at  liberty,  and 
reftored  them  all  their  efFeds.  They  failed  to  Croton,  purfued  Demo- 
cedes, and  found  him  in  the  public  place.  Some  of  the  citizens,  fearful 
of  the  power  of  the  Great  King,  would  have  delivered  him  up  to 
the  Perfians  :  but  others  fell  upon  and  beat  them,  being  warned  by  the 
fufFerers  in  vain. 

When  they  were  at  laft  allowed  to  depart,  Democedes  accofted  them 
and  bade  them  inform  the  King  that  he  had  married  the  daughter  of 
the  wreftler,  Milo,  whofe  fame  was  not  unknown  to  Perfia  *. 

Philolaus,  a  citizen  of  Croton,  the  fcholar  of  the  great  Archytas  of 
Tarentum,  firft  taught  that  the  fun  ftood  ftill,  and  that  the  earth  moved 
round  it  in  an  ellipfis. 

Theocritus  lays  the  fcene  of  his  fourth  idyl  in  this  country. 
This  city,  one  of  the  moft  powerful  of  Magna  Grecia  in  the  time  of 
Its  profperity,  is  now  funk  to  a  wretched  little  town,  which  contains 
about  five  thoufand  fouls.  Its  name,  Cotrone^  is  an  alteration  of  its 
ancient  name ;  after  the  manner  in  which  the  Neapolitans,  and  the 
people  of  Sicily,  are  accuftomed  to  arrange  their  letters.  Thus  the 
common  people  call  the  ifland  of  Capri  Crapi :  Capra,  a  goat,  crapa, 
Inftead  of  padtde^  a  marfli,  they  {aj  palude  :  and  the  Grotta  Minarda^ 
a  place  in  Puglia,  they  call  Grotta  Miranda,  They  have  derived  this 
manner  of  arranging  their  letters  from  their  Greek  anceftors. 

Cotrone  is  lupported  by  commerce ;  chiefly  of  grain,  and  cheefe : 
though  it  likewife  trades  in  oil,  and  filk. 

On  our  arrival,  a  houfe  was  prepared  for  us,  which  is  deftined  for 
an  engineer ;  under  whofe  fuperintendance  the  haven  is  to  be  im- 
proved, and   which  it  is   hoped  will  render  the  air  more  healthy, 

*  Herod,  lib.  ili, 
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Scarcely  had  we  taken  pofleffion  of  this  houfe  before  three  different 
gentlemen  of  the  town  came,  and  entreated  us  to  go  with  them.  We 
accepted  the  invitation  of  Don  Antonio  Marzano  ;  whofe  reception  was 
warm  and  friendly.  Neither  he  nor  his  friends,  who,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  countiy,  alTembled  to  vifit  the  ftrangers,  v^ere  fo  excef- 
fively  polite  as  the  people  of  Piiglia :  whofe  civilities  I  fometimes  did 
not  know  how  to  interpret. 

The  good  people,  w^ho  had  haftiiy  prepared  the  empty  houfe  of  the- 
cngineer  for  our  reception,  refufed  to   accept   any   compenfation   for 

their  trouble. 

Don  Antonio  gave  us  a  refrefliment  of  ice;  and  then  became  our 
guide  through  the  city,  where  we  beheld  the  formerly  famous  river  of 
JEIanis^  which  is  now  called  Efaro.  The  ancients  derived  its  name 
from  JEfarus^  a-huntfman,  who  fell  into  the  river  as  he  was  purfuing^ 

a  hind. 

The  inhabitants  fay  that  it  was  formerly  navigable  ;  but  that  the 
greateft  part  of  its  waters  have  found  a  fubterranean  pafiage,  by  which 
the  ftream  has  in  part  been  dried  up.  1  do  not  infift  upon  the  truth 
of  this  opinion  :  for,  though  an  earthquake  might  have  eafily  produced 
fuch  a  change,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  Hiny  has  remarked  that  this  city 
never  was  vifited  with  earthquakes.  Lefs  ftreams  than  this  have  exer- 
cifed  the  vanity  and  patriotic  prejudices  oi  the  Greeks  ;  and  have  been 
defcribed  by  them  as  mighty  rivers. 

The  Efaro^  at  certain  times,  rifes  very  high  ;  and  no  longer  ago  thaa 
laft  Auguft,  fwept  away  a  lofty  ftone  bridge,  ereded  on  arches,  which 
is  now  rebuilding.      It  likewife  laid  wafte  the  gardens. 

According  to  the  probable  opinion  of  Cluverius,  the  Stomalimnony 
where  the  herdfman  of  Theocritus  paftured  his  cattle,  is  at  the  mouth 
of  this  river.  The  poet  praifes  the  fertility  of  the  pafturage  ;  and  I  have 
feldom  feen  a  finer  growth  of  grafs.  I  found  canary  feed,  which  we 
fometimes  rear  in  our  gardens  as  food  for  the  canary  bird,  growing  wild. 
The  aromatic  odour  of  the  plants  and  fhrubs  fills  the  air.  The  high  red 
trefoil,  which  is  reared  in  fields  by  the  inhabitants  of  Terra  di  Lavoro^ 
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here  grows  wild  in  abundance.  But  it  is  not  fo  full  in  the  ear  as  there; 
though  it  has  larger  flowers,  and  fpreads  over  the  ground  like  our  yellow 
lotus  :  from  which  it  is  only  diftinguilhable  by  its  colour,  and  fuperior 
fize.  The  Italians  call  both  this  that  grows  wild,  and  that  which  is 
cultivated, /r^^/o ;  and  prefer  it  to  all  other  fodder,  efpecially  for  horfes, 
I  will  endeavour  to  procure  feed  of  this  valuable  plant;  for  it  is  cer- 
tainly worth  making  an  experiment,  to  know  if  it  will  thrive  in  our  foil. 

The  licorice  root  grows  wild,  and  is  made  a  branch  of  commerce,  in 
this  country. 

The  waters,  left  by  the  overflowing  of  the  river  and  the  decaying 
ftate  of  the  haven,  have  doubtlefs  occafioned  the  bad  air  of  the  place  j 
which  has  been  increafed  by  the  narrownefs  of  the  ftreets,  and  the  want 
of  cleanlinefs  in  the  inhabitants. 

Near  the  town,  we  faw  a  large  bean  field,  planted  as  it  were  in  de- 
fiance of  Pythagoras. 

Charles  the  Fifth  furrounded  Cotrone  with  a  fl:rong  wall :  but  this 
town  cannot  ftand  a  fiege,  for  want  of  water.  The  fountain  w^hich 
fupplies  it  rifes  without  the  walls ;  and  the  mills  fl:and  at  a  certain  dif- 
tance. 

Six  Italian  miles  fouth  of  the  city,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  promon- 
tory of  Lac'mhnn,  the  temple  of  the  Lachi'ian  'jiuio  flood  j  which,  Livy 
tells  us,  was  as  celebrated  as  Croton  itfelf.  It  was  revered  by  all  the 
neighbouring  people.  A  lofty  grove,  furrounded  by  pines,  contained 
the  herds  that  were  confecrated  to  the  goddefs  ;  and  they  paftured  there 
without  a  keeper.  Not  many  years  fince,  there  were  large  remains  of 
this  temple ;  and  the  Italians  call  the  promontory  after  the  pillars  of 
this  temple  Capo  ddle  Colonne.  The  grove  fl:ill  flouriihes:  but  the 
ftones  have  been  taken  to  repair  the  haven  ;  from  which  depredation 
not  even  the  fuppofition  that  Pythagoras  had  taught  there  could  pro- 
te(St  them.  The  grove  too  is  cut,  for  the  burning  of  bricks.  Riedefel, 
a  learned  antiquarian,  imagined  he  difcovered  apart  of  the  ancient 
temple,  in  the  ruins  which  were   called   Scuola  di  Pitagora:  or,  the 
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fchool  of  Pythagoras.     There  is  only  one  pillar  now  {landing,  which 
is  fo  large  that  we  could  plainly  fee  it  frosn  Cotrone. 

As  we  were  yefterday  intending  to  leave  the  place,  I  was  invited 
with  great  kindnefs  and  cordiality,  by  Don  Antonio,  to  Hand  godfather 
for  the  child  of  which  his  young  wife  is  pregnant. 

Almoft  the  whole  country  between  Cotrone  and  Catanzaro,  a  trad: 
of  forty  Italian  miles,  conliits  of  hilly  paftures.  The  large  growth  of 
the  thiftle  and  the  tilled  lands,  on  which  we  faw  excellent  wheat,  de- 
note the  fertility  of  the  foil  :  yet  thefe  mild  regions  maintain  few  inha- 
bitants. Negled:,  the  opprefTions  of  government,  and  the  high  rents 
which  the  nobles  exad:  from  the  peafantry,  prevent  many  from  mar- 
riage ;  that  pureft  fpring  of  domeftic  felicity,  that  beft  fupport  of  the 
power  of  a  nation.  For  this  reafon  the  country  fwarms  with  beafts  of 
prey.  Foxes  are  innumerable  :  and  Don  Antonio,  who  like  Niinrod 
is  a  mighty  hunter,  vaunts  of  having  killed  three  hundred  foxes,  and 
many  wolves,  with  his  own  hand.  The  wolves  are  bold  enough  to 
feize  on  fmgle  cows,  and  mares,  at  pafture  :  but  if  a  cow,  or  mare,  per- 
ceive the  wolf,  it  utters  a  well-known  cry,  on  which  the  whole  herd 
comes  in  aid. 

This  beautiful  province  is  likewife  injured  by  the  want  of  roads; 
for  it  does  not  poflefs  one  high  road  that  is  kept  in  repair.  Nor  is  Ca- 
labria citra  better  provided.  The  high  road  from  Naples  proceeds  no 
farther  than  the  Lago  Ncro^  in  the  province  of  BafiUcata.  It  is  indeed 
to  be  continued  to  Reggio :  but  is  one  high  road  fufficient  for  thefe 
noble  provinces?  The  foot  roads  are  only  paiTable  in  fummer;  and 
then  are  wretched.  The  overflowing  ftreams  leave  large  cracks  in  the 
earth  ;  which  we  at  firfl  fuppofed  to  be  the  confequences  of  the  earth- 
quake of  1783,  by  which  this  country  was  defolated.  We  rode  over 
the  beds  of  waters  that  were  now  partly  dry,  and  partly  humid  ;  the 
breadth  of  which,  with  the  Ihagged  and  demolifhed  fhores  and  the  deep 
gaping  crevices,  prove  how  high  they  rife  at  the  end  of  fummer,  and 
in  winter.  An  Italian  gentleman  fai4  to  me,  "  A  town  fituated  at  a  dif- 
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tance  might  fufFer  dearth,  after  a  bad  harveft,  becaufe  the  people  of  our 
country  have  no  means  of  tranfportihg  their  fuperfluity." 

The  roads  are  neither  fo  dangerous  as  they  are  generally  faid  to  be 
in  Naples,  where  the  caution  given  to  travellers  is  very  terrifying,  nor 
yet  fo  fecure  as  fome  travellers  have  affirmed.  We  have  travelled 
through  all  Puglia,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  travellers,  without  an 
armed  efcort  ;  and  have  fufFered  no  attack  from  robbers.  However 
we  met  prifoners,  who  had  been  taken  up  for  adls  of  outrage  lately 
committed.  The  prifons  indeed  are  full.  There  are  now  in  this  town 
more  than  three  hundred  prifoners,  and  mofi:  of  them  robbers  :  but  it 
frequently  happens  that  they  lie  years  before  they  are  brought  to  trial. 
A  fmgle  officer,  called  the  Scrivano^  undertakes  the  profecution  of  all 
malefadors  ;  and  his  favour  is  frequently  to  be  bought.  A  fum  of 
money  will  induce  him  to  varniili  over  the  greateft  crimes  as  trifles  ; 
and  thus  procure  the  liberty  of  the  criminals  :  while  others,  for  infip-- 
nificant  ofl'ences,  are  kept  many  years  in  fetters,  and,  as  guilty  perfons, 
configned  to  the  intercourfe  of  guilt. 

Several  of  the  Scrivani  have  been  fent  to  the  galleys  by  the  regent 
of  Naples  ;  who  is  of  the  family  of  the  Medici,  and  Prefident  of  the 
Court  of  JulUce.  He  labours  with  zeal  and  courage  againft  thefe  per- 
nicious abufes  ;  and  Naples  itfelf  may  thank  him  for  its  fafety  :  but  he 
combats  with  a  hydra,  which  rears  its  innumerable  heads  through  the 
whole  country  ;  and,  while  they  bend  beneath  his  club,  are  not  exter- 
minated. 

A  prince,  by  whom  as  travellers  we  were  entertained  at  Cotrone, 
yefterday  fupplied  us  with  an  efcort  of  four  armed  horfemen  ;  whom 
we  difmilTed  after  we  had  travelled  half  the  way. 

The  high  nobility  had  formerly  the  right  of  exading  a  heavy  tax 
upon  travellers  ;  for  which  if  required  it  was  their  duty  to  furniih  an 
armed  efcort :  but  the  King  has  lately  demanded  to  examine  the  proofs 
on  which  they  exad  thefe  tolls,  and  they  are  now  abolifhed.    Thofe 
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■i?^ro;^/ *,  however,  who  could  produce  fufficient  documents  received 
an  indemnification  ;  and  they  are  now  all  releafed  from  the  neceffity  of 
furnifhing  an  efcort,  which  is  provided  by  the  King.  Formerly  the  men 
employed  by  the  nobility  for  this  fervice  received  three  or  four  times 
the  pay  of  a  foldier. 

Our  guide  took  us  to  a  houfe  on  the  road,  which  we  fuppofed  to 
have  been  an  inn  ;  but,  as  foon  as  we  had  difmounted,  the  mailer  came 
out  with  a  friendly  welcome.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  Catanzaro,  who 
yearly  reiides  at  his  country  feat  in  the  month  of  May,  and  during  a 
part  of  June.  It  is  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fea  ;  and  the  badnefs  of 
the  air  obliges  him  annually  to  quit  it  fo  early.  This  bad  air  is  entirely 
occafioned  by  the  want  of  cultivation  :  the  unplowed  earth,  which  is 
only  ufed  as  pafture,  gapes  beneath  the  parching  fun  ;  and  injurious 
vapours  rife  from  the  crevices.  Magna  Grec'ia  was  once  a  moft  po- 
pulous country  ;  a'lonifhingly  populous  ;  and  no  lefs  healthful  :  but  it 
was  when  agriculture  flourifhed. 

Our  wretched  horfes,  and  ftill  worfe  fumpter  mules,  obliged  us  to 
travel  a  part  of  our  uoay  (I  fhould  have  mifufed  the  word  had  I  called 
it  road^  by  night.  We  frequently  traverfed  uneven  ground,  came  to 
fteep  declivities,  and  pafled  along  fmall  paths,  where  the  earth  was 
broken  up  and  gaping,  and  fometimes  obliged  to  defcend  hills,  down 
which  it  was  impoffible  to  go  fafely  on  foot  without  the  utmoft  care. 
Yet  we  were  only  a  league  diftant  from  the  principal  city  of  the  pro- 
vince !  Difpleafed  as  we  were  with  our  guides  we  difmifled  them 
at  Catanzaro,  in  certain  expedation  of  being  better  fupplied  with 
horfes  for  ourfelves  and  our  luggage  :  but  they  are  all  gone  to  a  neigh- 
bouring market,  and  here  we  muft  for  the  prefent  remain  ;  fortunate 
in  having  found  an  inn  which,  in  this  country,  is  of  a  very  capital 
kind,  though  in  Germany  it  would  only  be  confidered  as  an  alehoufe. 

*  The  title  of  Barone  fignifies,  in  both  kingdoms,  a  landholder  of  the  high  nobility  : 
whether  prince,  duke,  marquis,  or  count. 
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Catanzaro  is  built  on  a  tolerably  high  fummit,  among  mountains;  and 
the  profpe^l  from  the  city  to  thele  green  fhady  heights  is  pleafant. 
The  dreadful  earthquake  of  1783  extended  to  this  place  ;  and  the  in- 
habitants whofe  houfes  were  thrown  down,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
wifhed  to  guard  againft  future  lliocks,  built  fmaller  houfes  on  a  woody- 
height  near  the  city.  Thefe  houfes,  which  the  Italians  call  barracks, 
are  of  brick  and  wood  ;  and  generally  have  only  one  ftory :  though 
moft  of  the  houfes  in  Italy  are  lofty,  and  built  of  hewn  ftone.  Thefe 
little  habitations,  being  light  and  capable  of  yielding  to  the  fhock,  are 
much  lefs  dangerous.  They  are  pleafantly  fituated,  among  gardens  ; 
and  are  very  different  from  the  city  itfelf,  the  houfes  of  which  are  high, 
and  the  ftreets  narrow,  and  dirty. 

Catanzaro  may  contain  about  twelve  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  is 
the  refidence  of  the  prefident  of  the  province  ;  and  is  likewife  the  feat 
of  the  bifliop. 

The  principal  people  have  country  houfes  on  the  fea  fide,  at  the 
diftance  of  a  German  mile  from  the  city ;  where  they  refide  during 
May  and  a  part  of  June,  till  they  are  driven  away  by  the  unhealthy  air, 
Catanzaro  is  furrounded  with  hills  ;  and  to  the  neareft  valley  there  is  a 
broad  paved  road,  from  which  the  owners  of  the  country  houfes  pro- 
ceed along  the  fandy  bed  of  a  river,  which  is  dried  up  in  fummer,  and 
which  ferves  them  as  a  high  road. 

The  chief  fupport  of  the  city  confifts  in  the  raanufa(fture  offilks  of 
various  kinds. 
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E  left  Catanzaro  early  on  the  morning  of  the  2 2d,  juft 
as  the  beams  of  day  were  breaking  upon  the  tops  of  the  furrounding 
mountains.  We  rode  alongfmall  foot  paths,  and  pafied  the  hills  that 
were  fragrant  with  the  morning  dew,  and  the  flowery  paftures,  the 
beautiful  herbage  of  which  rendered  them  delightful.  1  he  herds  were 
grazing  on  the  fruitful  lands  below  us  ;  and  here  and  there,  toward 
the  fea,  we  perceived  a  fhady  grove. 

The  cattle  of  this  province  are  very  fine,  ftrong,  and  numerous. 
The  horfes  are  nimble,  fiery,  and  well  proportioned.  Thofe  on  which 
we  were  mounted  adively  climbed  up  the  lleep  foot  path. 

Having  afcended  the  hill,  we  came  to  a  large  foreft  of  oaks;  of 
which  trees  there  were  feveral  kinds  that  were  unknown  to  us.  The 
leaves  of  fome  of  them  were  of  a  clear  green,  almoft  pointed  in  the 
middle,  and  feemed  to  load  the  branches.  Between  the  oaks  large 
cork  trees  grew ;  while  the  wild  vine  twined  round  the  higheft  tops 
of  thefe  trees,  and,  in  the  ranknefs  of  their  growth,  dropped  again  iquite 
to  the  ground,  or  intermingled  with  the  fprouts  of  the  honey-fuckles. 
Here  too  the  tall  myrtle  fpread  out  its  branches,  like  our  holly  oak. 

We  had  fuddenly  a  view  of  the  fea,  and  of  a  mountain  that  towered, 
amid  the  billows.  At  firft,  we  imagined  that  it  was  Mount  ^tna,  and. 
that  we  difcovered  its  crater  in  the  depth  between  its  forked  fummits  : 
but,  on  better  information,  we  found  it  to  be  the  volcanic  mountain  of 
the  ifland  of  Stromboli.  We  likewife  had  a  view  of  Lipari,  and  of 
another  of  the  Lipari  iflands. 

The  mulberry  trees  are  large,  and  fpreading  ;  and,  among  the  wild 
flowers,  I  faw  the  odoriferous  pea  flower,  latbyrusy  of  our  gardens  ; 
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both  the  dark  kind  and  the  more  odoriferous  clear  red.  Here  too  was 
the  fmall  bhie  iris :  the  large  grows  wild  near  Naples,  and  the  yellow 
kind  is  very  common  in  the  illand  of  Nifida. 

At  Fondaco  del  Fico^  which  Swinburne  fuppofed  to  be  the  Fundus 
Siccgy  from  which  during  his  banifliment  Cicero  wrote  fome  of  his?  let- 
ters to  Atticus,  we  paffed  the  mid  day  under  a  large  poplar  ;  befide  a 
fpring,  which  forms  a  rivulet,  that  ran  murmuring  under  alder  trees. 
This  beautiful  tree  is  feldom  feen  in  Italy. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  faw  live  of  the  Lipari  iflands,  advancing  out  of 
the  clear  blue  flood  like  individual  mountains ;  and  on  the   fide  next 
us,  the  curving  bay  of  Santa  Eufemia^  enclofed  by  ridges  of  hills  rifmg 
one  behind  the  other. 

We  arrived  at  Monteleone  as  the  fun  went  down.  This  town  gives 
its  name  to  one  of  the  mod  powerful  vaffals  of  the  two  kingdoms  \ 
and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  to  the  moft  powerful  of  them  all.  The  Duke 
of  Monteleone  it  is  faid,  by  the  abolilhing  of  the  tolls  which  were  ex- 
acted by  the  Baroni^  will  lofe  a  yearly  revenue  of  fifteen  thoufand  du* 
cats  :   equal  to  fifteen  thoufand  rix-doUars. 

This  town  was  founded  by  the  Greeks  of  Locrl  ;  by  whom  it  was 
called  Hippo^  or  Hippomiim,  From  them  it  was  taken  by  the  Briitii ; 
and  from  the  Bnit'i}  by  the  Romans,  who  fent  a  colony  hither  and 
named  it  Vibona  Valeiitla. 

This  charming  country  was  the  feat  of  love,  in  the  fables  of  the 
Greeks  :  and  here  Proferpine,  as  a  virgin  nymph,  frequently  came 
from  Sicily,  to  gather  the  flowers  of  Hipponium,  The  town  is  fitu- 
ated  on  a  gentle  declivity  of  the  fea  fhore,  on  which  Agathocles  once 
built  a  pier.  The  furrounding  country  is  fhady,  fertile,  and  hilly.  It 
might  well  be  faid  that,  when  Proferpine  was  the  bride  of  Pluto, 
and  had  received  Sicily  from  Jupiter  as  a  marriage  gift,  fhe  configned 
the  flb.ores  to  her  mother  Ceres  ;  for  they  every  where  abound  in 
grain. 

The  town  was  almoft  deftroyed  by  the  earthquake  of  1783  ;  and  it 
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now  chiefly  confifls  of  (hops,  built  of  wood,  and  houfes,  built  of  wooi!^ 
brick,  and  mortar.  Thefe  kind  of  barracks,  as  they  are  called  by  the 
Italians,  are  frequently  more  expenfive  than  ftone  houfes  ;  in  a  countiy 
where  wood  is  fcarce,  and  ftone  abundant. 

We  yefterday  left  this  ill  built  charmingly  fituated  place;  rouc'd 
which  we  faw  fmall  groves,  paftures,  and  rich  corn  fields. 

We  pafTed  through  M'lleto ;  a  fmall  town  that  was  built  by  the  A/I- 
tefians,  after  Darius,  the  fon  of  Hyftafpes,  had  deftroyed  their  city.  This 
little  place  was  like  wife  dedroyed  by  the  earthquake  of  1783,  and  con- 
fifts  at  prefent  of  low  barracks. 

The  woody  Apennines  now  rofe  on  our  left,  the  fea  was  in  our 
front,  and  beyond  it  the  mountains  of  Sicily  ;  appearing,  as  it  were,  to 
form  one  chain  with  the  Apennines,  while,  at  the  back  of  the  Sicilian 
hills,  the  naked  head  and  interfeded  back  of  ^Etna  rofe.  Its  clouds  of 
fmoke  funk  downward  ;  and,  ftretching  out,  darkened  the  horizon. 

We  did  not  lofe  fight  of  this  vail:  mountain,  as  we  pafTed  through 
the  fertile  valley  of  Roffarno  j  the  woody  bilk  of  which  concealed  the 
mountains  of  Sicily  on  our  right,  and  the  Apennines  on  our  lef^ 

Roffarno  was  called,  by  the  Greeks,  Medama  ;  and  this  little  town 
was  likewife  in  part  ruined  by  the  earthquake.  It  is  charmingly  fitu^ 
ated,  between  a  hroad  river  and  a  plentiful  fprlng. 

Large  plantations  of  olive  trees  are  met  with  between  Roffarno  and 
Oppido  ;  and  the  olive  tree  has  a  much  finer  appearance  in  this  pro- 
vince than  in  other  parts  of  Italy.  Nor  is  it  here  rafted,  but  fufFered 
to  grow  in  all  its^  native  beauty.  Thofe  that  are  grafted  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  mutilated  village  willov/  ;  but  thofe  that  are  left  unmo- 
Lefted  look  like  the  tall  willow  with  fpreading  branches.. 

The  olive  tree  will  not  only  bear  without  grafting  here,  but  it  is  af- 
firmed that,  though  it  only  produces  once  in  tw^o  years,  its  fruit  is  more 
abundant,  and  finer,  than  that  of  the  grafted  annual  olive.  I  certainly 
never  faw  olive  trees  fo  full  of  bloom  as  thefe  ;  and  the  flowers  are 
much  larger  than  thofe  ufually  feen  on  other  olis''e  trees* 
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Thefe  ungrafted  olives  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the  wild  olive 
which  is  the  fpontaneous  prodadion  of  nature,  in  thefe  provinces. 

The  prefent  Oppido  is  built  on  a  kind  of  broad  terrace  of  the  woody 
Apennines,  three  Italian  miles  diftant  from  the  former  Oppido  ;  which 
on  the  fifth  of  February  1783,   was  entirely  deftroyed   by  the  earth- 
quake :  or  rather   engulphed,  by  what   may  be   called  a  whirlpool   of 
the  opening  earth,  foi*  it  was  the  centre  of  this  terrible  calamity. 

A  canon,  wJio  had  been  an  eye  witnefs  of  this  horrible  event,  told 
me  that  the  motion  of  the  earth  was  like  that  of  the  billows  of  the  fea. 

We  were  entertained  in  a  friendly  manner,  yefterday  evening,  by  the 
Bifhop  ;  who  entered  upon  his  office  but  a  few  weeks  fince.  The  re- 
fidcnce  of  the  Bifaop  is  not  yet  rebuilt,  and  he  lives  in  a  barrack  j  with 
which  he  lias  been  fiirnilhed  by  one  of  the  town's  people. 

This  morning,   we  rode  among  the  mountains  by  paths  that  were 
almoft  impaiTable,  and  over  hills  that  formerly  were  valleys,   and  val- 
leys that  formerly  were  hills.   When  an  earthquake  happens  to  take  but 
one  diredion,  the  mountains  may  (hake  from  their  roots  to,  their  very 
fummits,  yet  fufFer  but  little  change  ;  and,  in  fome  places,  fcarcely  any  : 
the  earth  feeming  to  repofe  itfelf,  like  the  fea  after  a  ftorm  :  but,  if  the 
fhocks   encounter  each  other  in  contrary  diredion,  they  form  a  con- 
flicting motion,  which  dams  up   rivers  and  removes  mountains.     The 
earrliquake  was  the  more  dreadful   here   becaufe  the  mountains,  con- 
fiftlng  of  adhefive  clay,  refifbed  the  fubterranean  ftrife  of  contradidory 
motion.     We  faw  mountains  rent  from  top  to  bottom  ;  the  fallen  half 
of  which  had  filled  up  former  valleys,  and  formed  others  in  their  flead. 
Beds    of  earth,  in  many  places,  were  torn  away  with  their  whole 
plantations.     Trees,  with  their  roots  half  bare,  ftand  on  the  brink  of  a 
precipice  ;  while  their  fellow  trees,  tranfported  to   a  diftance,  are  now 
growing  on  the  banks  of  other  fprings,  by  which  they  are  watered.   A 
man,  a  woman,  and  a  mule,  were,  by  one  eledrical  fhock,  projeded, 
with  the  ground  on  which  they  ftood,  acrofs  a  river  with  out  injury,    A 

man  J,, 
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TQan,  that  was  plucking  lemons  upon  a  tree  in  the  little  town  of  Senil- 
nara,  was  carried,  with  the  tree  and  the  earth  in  which  it  grew,  and 
ilill  grows,  and  thrown  to  a  great  dlftance.  Many,  home  away  by  tlie 
billows  of  earth,  as  by  the  billows  of  ocean,  were  fwallowed  up  and 
thrown  back  from  the  gaping  gulph  without  injury.  Rivers  were  im- 
prifoned  in  their  courfe,  and  their  dammed  up  ftreams  were  fuddenly 
formed  into  lakes ;  which,  now  divided  from  their  native  ftreams,  fend 
forth  injurious  exhalations  from  their  ftagnant  waters. 

Several  of  thefe  lakes  I  faw  ;  others  are  dried  up,  and  feme  at  the 
expence  of  Government.  An  outlet  for  one  has  been  cut  through  the 
rocks.  This  earthquake  gave  birth  to  law  fuits  of  a  new  kind,  between 
the  proprietors  of  the  overfliooting  and  the  pofleflbrs  of  the  overfhot 
earth,  to  know  which  of  them  had  planted  a  tree,  and  on  whofe  foil  it 
afterward  ftood.  Many  trees  were  thrown  between  others  ;  and  who 
were  the  proprietors  of  them  was  an  uncertainty.  I  law  a  quantity 
of  olive  trees  that  were  torn,  with  the  earth  where  they  grew,  from 
the  ranks  in  which  they  were  planted,  were  preiTed  together  by  the 
whirling  motion,  and  now  form  one  great  clump. 

Oppido  that  was,  which  Cluverius  fuppofed  to  be  the  ancient  Ma- 
mcrtiim^  and  Italian  antiquaries  the  ancient  Metaiirum  *,  is  now  changed 
into  a  heap  of  ftones.  Large  ranges  of  wall,  feized  as  it  were  and 
dragged  away  by  the  frantic  earth,  when  the  earth  ceafed  its  motion, 
did  not  fall  flat,  but  were  placed  with  the  end  upward  :  as  if  they 
had  taken  root,  or  were  fupported  by  a  giant  hand. 

Penetrated  by  the  afpect,  we  ftood  with  our  guide,  a  youth  of  twenty, 
contemplating  thefe  ruins.     We  in  aftonifliment  and  compaffion,  and 

*  They  ground  this  opinion  on  the  river  near  Oppido  being  fllll  called  Meiauro.  But 
might  not  Metciurum  have  been  built,  as  Cluverius  fuppofes,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Metaurus  ?  Let  me  remark,  this  river  mull  not  be  confounded  v/ith  the  great  Autaurusy 
now  called  Metjro,  that  was  famous  for  the  battle  in  vi^hich  the  Carthaginians  were  de- 
feated, and  their  leader  Hafdrubal,  the  brother  of  Hannibal,  flain. 

he 
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lie  bitterly  recoUedtlng  that  the  houfe  of  his  father  was  a  part  of  the 
wreck,  that  he  and  his  mother  had  been  five  hours  covered  by  the 
rubbiili,  and  that  his  brother  and  fifter  lay  buried  beneath  it. 

As  we  came  to  Oppido,  we  had  already  been  (hewn,  in  one  place, 
ftones  that  had  crufhed  men  ;  and  in  another  hills  covered  with  the 
flourifhing-vine  under  which  whole  communities  were  entombed. 

The  former  town  contained  three  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  the  prefent 
barracks  only  five  hundred.  About  twelve  hundred  perilned  on  the  de- 
fblating  day.  Some  were  burned  alive,  overtaken  by  the  flames  that 
fpread  through  the  tumbling  houfes.  The  monks  of  a  monaftery  became 
the  prey  of  thefe  flames.  A  woman,  who  now  lives  in  Meflina,  remain- 
ed eleven  days  under  the  ruins  of  her  own  houfe.  Her  child  was  with 
her ;  and  they  both  fed  on  chefnuts,  which  the  mother,  not  improvi- 
dentially,  had  put  in  her  pocket.  She  gave  the  child  her  own  excre- 
mental  water  to  drink:  but,  as  fhe  had  no  fupply  of  liquid  for  herfelf, 
even  this  wretched  aid  foon  failed ;  and  the  child  died,  on  the  fifth, 
day. 

Numbers  afterward  died,  partly  from  the  miferies  and  want  to  which 
they  were  fubje^ted,  and  partly  from  the  difeafes  which  the  fl:agnant 
water,  the  newly  turned  up  earth,  and  the  putrid  bodies  of  man  and 
beafl:,  occafioned. 

So  remarkable  were  the  eflfeds  of  this  earthquake  on  the  human 
organs  that,  in  the  two  following  years,  the  women  either  did  not  con- 
ceive, were  prematurely  delivered,  or  brought  forth  dead  children  ; 
and  of  thofe  that  were  born  alive  many  immediately  expired. 

When  the  firfl:  account  of  this  dreadful  event  reached  Naples,  the 
King  was  defirous  of  vifiting  the  diftraded  province  ;  and  being  pre- 
vented, he  fent  the  people  money.  The  Queen,  whofe  benevolence  is 
always  a6live,  deprived  herfelf  of  her  jewels  ;  and  people  of  all  ranks 
were  at  firft  contributors.  The  fanguine  Neapolitans  are  eafily  moved; 
but  their  emotion  quickly  dies  away. 

Some  communities,  that  had  fuflfered  by  the  earthquake,  generoufly 

6  refufed 
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refufed  th-e  afTiflan-ce  offered  them  ;  that  it  might  he  given  to  ctherSj 
xvhofe  fuiFerings  were  more  fevere. 

The  whole  prGvlnce  beftowcd  its  blelTings  on  Don  Francefco  de  la 
Vega,  the  fuperintendant  of  the  Mufeum  at  Portici,  whom  the  King 
fent  with  money  and  full  powers  into  Calabria.  He  poffefled  the  art 
of  doing  much  with  a  little  ;  and  his  condu6t,  as  wife  as  it  was  humane, 
i-nfpired  the  terrified  inhabitants  with  new  courage. 

The  lofs  of  the  province  by  death,  including  thofe  that  were  fwal- 
lowed  up,  buried  under  the  ruins,  or  killed  by  difeafe,  has  been  efti- 
mated  by  feveral  at  two-and-thirty  thoufand  fouls.  No  town  fufFered 
{o  much,  according  to  its  population,  as  Oppido.  The  fruitful  fields 
lie  uncultivated ;  and  the  ftrong  foil  generates  luxuriant  plants,  which 
ku mediate  the  air. 

The  inhabitants  complain  that  the  King  has  not  provided  new  houfes 
for  all  the  new  cultivators ;  but  I  fufpeO:  that  the  evil  muft  be  confti- 
tutional,  and  rooted  in  the  people.  Where  fruitful  lands  may  be  had 
for  fmall  rents,  as  in  this  country,  there,  unlefs  peculiar  obflacles  are  to 
be  overcome,  cultivators  will  not  be  wanting,  who  wall  provide  habita- 
tions for  themfelves.  This  is  the  cafe  in  our  country  ;  where,  though 
the  climate  be  rude,  the  houfes  are  larger  and  more  expenfive ;  and 
where  the  countryman  tills  a  foil  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  which  is 
not  productive  the  w^hole  year,  nor  does  it  encumber  him  with  its  fu- 
perfiuity  as  in  Calabria. 

This  province,  one  of  the  moft  favoured  in  Europe,  and  with  which, 
Sicily  and  the  fhores  of  the  bay  of  Naples  excepted,  no  other  perhaps 
can  be  compared,  this  province,  where  heaven,  earth,  and  fea  united 
fmile,  v^as  already  depopulated  before  the  depopulation  of  the  earth- 
quake. Its  few  inhabitants  were  previoufly  poor.  The  whole  fyftem 
of  the  country  is  ftriklngly  bad.  The  countryman  is  obliged  to  pay 
the  King  heavy  taxes  for  the  oil  of  his  prefs,  and  the  raw  filk  which 
his  worms  produce :  though  he  has  already  paid  his  landlord  for  the 
ground  on  which  the  olive  and  the  mulberry  tree  grew.    The  merchant 

cannot 
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cannot  afford  to  give  him  much  for  his  oil,  becaufe  he  is  obliged  to 
pay  a  tax  which  is  equally  heavy  and  unjuft  for  leave  to  export  it» 
The  argument  that  the  foreign  merchant  pays  this  tax  is  abfurd.  Is  it 
not  evident  that  the  foreigner  wdll  pay  the  cultivator  the  lefs  the  more 
he  is  obliged  to  pay  the  King  ?  Heavy  taxes  are  likewife  paid  for 
wrought  filk,  and  for  filk  fluffs.  Befide,  it  is  furely  evil  fufhcient  that 
the  natives  fhould  be  obliged  to  yield  the  carrying  trade  to  foreigners, 
fn)m  the  want  of  protection  againft  the  Barbary  corfairs. 

If  the  peafant  be  the  vaffal  of  a  Barone^  he  is  fubje*^  to  tolls  at  the 
mill  and  at  the  oil  prefs :  befide  which  he  is  obliged  to  pay  a  tax  in 
kind,  for  the  produce  of  the  foil.  To  this  we  muft  add  that  the  roads, 
unrepaired,  daily  become  worfe  ;  and  whole  communities  are  hemmed 
in  and  cut  off  from  intercourfe,  with  town  or  country.  The  fmall 
circulation  of  money  is  ftill  farther  limited  by  the  fudden  abolitron  of 
monafteries. 

Thus  do  the  inhabitants  fuffer  dearth  in  paradife.  Thus  depopu- 
lation increafes  ;  in  a  country  where  marriages  are  uncommonly  fruit- 
ful, but  where  the  dread  of  increafing  wretchednefs  deters  the  people 
from  marriage.  And  truly  it  requires  a  paradife,  fuch  as  Calabria,  to 
invite  any  inhabitants  where  fuch  numerous  afflidions  opprefs  a  people 
who  are  habitually  cheerful;  where  the  ox-driver  notwithftanding 
plays  on  his  bagpipe,  and  where  the  jocund  youth,  with  fongs,  and 
rprings,  and  bounds,  leads  his  herd  of  goats  among  the  mountains. 
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LETTER     LXXXIV. 

Reggio,  27th  May  1792.. 

1.  HOUGH  the  roads  were  difficult  and  bad,  ftill  we  had  a 
pleafant  ride  the  day  before  yefterday,  on  the  25th,  from  Oppido  to 
Scylia.  The  paths,  which  lead  u-p  and  down  the  mountains  and  through 
the  forefts,  are  narrow  and  frequently  fteep  ;  and  they  were  rendered 
very  flippery  by  a  heavy  fall  of  rain.  We  rode  through  forefts  of 
oak,  the  trees  of  which  even  in  Germany  would  be  called  large,  and 
fine.  After  the  rain,  the  atmofphere  became  clear  and  the  earth  aro- 
matic. The  fea  was  feen  from  the  heights,  with  the  Italian  and  Sici^ 
Han  coafls,  the  Lipari  iflands,  and  the  Faro,  or  ftraits,  between  Italy 
and  Sicily  ;  which,  thus  viewed,  looked  like  a  bay. 

We  rode  along  the  zig-zag  way,  between  fteep  fhores  with  hanging 
Ihrubs,  among  which  v^ere  the  vine,  and  the  ca5ius  opuntia.  This  re- 
markable evergreen  plant,  with  its  broad  leaves  forming  ample  bafkets, 
is  now  in  bloom  ;  and  bears  beautiful  flowers,  of  a  high  yellow  colour. 

Defcending  to  the  fea  Ihore,  we  refted  fome  hours  at  the  little  towa 
of  Bagnara  ;  whofe  charming  fituation  is  increafed  by  the  high  water- 
falls, that  em^bellifh  the  town  on  each  fide* 

The  prefent  Bagnara  is  built  of  barracks,  above  which  are  the  ruins 
of  the  former  town,  among  the  rocks;  which,  in  1783,  was  nearly  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  earthquake. 

We  continued  our  journey  along  the  coaft,  fometlmes  on  the  fandy 
ftrand,  and  at  others  among  fmall  rocky  paths  up  the  fteep  fides  of  the 
mountains,  till  we  came  to  SdgHo  :  or  Scylia. 

The  rock  immortalized  by  Homer,  on  which  the  caftle  of  the  Prince 
of  Scylia  is  built,  gave  the  town  its  name.  It  lies  in  part  immediately 
©n  the  fhore ;  but  the  greater  part  is  above,  among  the  rocks.     The 

ftteets 
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flreets  are  narrow  ;  and  nine  different  rows  of  houfes  are  feen  ftandlnp; 

o 

immediately  one  above  the  other.  Over  the  highefi:  of  thefe  ftraight 
rows,  in  fomething  of  an  oblique  diredtion,  there  are  illll  fix  or  {even 
other  rows. 

A  waterfall  rufhes  from  the  rocks ;  and  this  Cluverius  fuppofes  to 
be  the  Cratais  of  Homer  :  the  fabulous  mother  of  Scylla. 

In  the  earthquake  of  1783,  fome  churches  were  throvv-n  down,  and 
others  were  damaged.  The  houfes  were  mod  of  them  fpared  :  yet  this 
little  town  fuffered  a  great  lofs  of  inhabitants ;  and,  Oppido  excepted, 
the  greateH:. 

Terrihed  by  the  fhocks,  mod  of  the  inhabitants  fled  to  the  fea  fliore. 
The  Prince  of  Scylla  alfo  left  his  high  caftie,  and  hoped,  not  impro- 
bably, to  find  greater  fafety  on  the  flrand ;  but  fuddenly  a  whole 
mountain  of  the  fouth  fliore  was  torn  up,  and  cad  into  the  fea.  The 
waves,  by  this  prodigious  force,  being  driven  from  the  land,  returned 
with  redoubled  violence,  and  carried  away  with  them  fourteen  hundred 
and  fifty  men.  Some  fought  to  efcape  in  the  boats  that  were  on  the 
flrand  ;  but  both  boats  and  men  were  borne  away,  and  neither  body 
nor  plank  was  ever  more  feen. 

It  was  thus  that  the  Prince  of  Scylla  perifhed ;  one  fiOierboy  only 
having  efcaped  from  his  boat.  This  boy  mufl:  have  been  carried  awav 
by  a  high  wave ;  for  he  was  found  dunned  on  a  rock,  at  a  confider- 
able  dldance  from  Scylla,  which  rock  and  Scylla  form  together  a  fmall 
bay. 

So  great  was  the  power  of  the  waves  that  they  fprung  the  done 
vaulting  of  a  houfe,  and  rofe  to  fuch  a  height  that  a  woman  was  thrown 
through  a  window  into  the  third  dory  of  this  houfe.  Another  woman 
was  left  hanging  by  her  hair  to  a  high  mulberry  tree,  and  v\^as  faved. 
A  whole  company  preferved  their  lives  in  a  boat  that  was  moored  to 
the  fhore,  and  the  cable  of  which  was  fuiEciently  long  to  reach  the  full 
height  of  the  wave. 

The  women  of  Oppido,   after  the  earthquake,  were  mod  of  them 

C  c  2  barren 
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barren  for  two  years ;  and,  when  they  afterward  brought  forth  chil- 
dren, the  greateft  number  of  them  died.  In  Scylla,  a  very  oppofite 
cfiecl  was  produced-  by  this  dreadful  vifitation  of  nature.  Barren 
women,  and  thofe  who  had  left  off  child-bearing,  again,  became  frult- 
fiil.  Some  of  the  former  had  married  and  had  remained  childlefs  till  they 
were  nearer  the  age  of  fifty  than  of  forty. 

The  opinion  of  thofe  who  think  that  earthquakes  may  be  afenbed 
t!o  eleclrical  caufes  appears  to  me  very  rational- :  but,  as  I  am  no  experi- 
mental philofopher,  my  authority  in  favour- of  their  reafons  ought  to 
have  little  weight.  Some  of  them  are  founded  on  the  nature  of  the 
foil,  where  the  (liocks  took  place  ;  and  fome  of  the  learned  affert  that 
tliofe  mountains  v^'hich  contained  iron  were  fpired  :  but  tha^  the  places 
lying  between  fuch  mountains  were  dreadfully  vifited.  And  are  not 
iimilar  effedts  produced  in  little  by  lightning?  Does  not  it  pafs  over 
iron  cramps,  in  the  walls,  or  chlmniea,  with6ut  injuring  them ;  while 
it  rends  the  intervening  walls  themfelves?  Does  not  this  account  for 
the  whirling  motion  of  the  earth,  and  for  the  meeting  of  the  fhocks  in 
different  dirediions^  if  you  admit  that  interrupted  veins  of  iron  in  the 
mountains  may  produce  fuch  effeds  ? 

How  fhall  we  account  for  the  effects  produced  upon  the  female 
organs  without  the  aid  of  electricity  ?  Shall  we  fay  that  the  mere 
effect  of  fear  m.ade  the  women  of  Oppido  barren  two- years,  after  find- 
ing them  in  a  healthy  ilate  ?  Are  there  no  terrors  of  another  kind  ? 
Are  not  our  W9men  likewife  fubjed  to  terror  ;  and  are  the  terrified 
more  barren  than  the  courageous?"  Was  it  terror  which  rendered  the 
barren  women  of  Scylla  fruitful  ?"  'It  is  known  that  the  power  of  elec- 
tricity is  great  over  the  animal  Gf^ans ;  although  thefe  fads  have  not 
been  long  eilabliflied.  Let  it  be  granted  that  a  certain  quantity  of  this 
po\Ver  is  beneficial  to  the  female  organs,  and  we  fhall  no  longer  be 
aftoniihed  that  an  excefs  of  this  pov/er  fliould  be  injurious  ;  and  the 
ihocks  at  Oppido  were  much  more  violent  than  at  Scylla. 
'    X  have  fiiicebeen  inform.ed  that  the  barren  women  of  Meffina,  as 

well 
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well  as  fome  who  had  left  off  child -bearing,  became  fruitful  after  the 
earthquake.  I  would  avoid  credulity ;  but  I  would  equally  avoid  an 
opposite  excefs.  "  Whoever  doubts  the  truth  of  thefe  fads  (lands  in 
*'  contradidion,  probably  ia  the  fupporC  of  a  fyftem,  to  the  teftimonv  of 
'"  three  towns  *." 

The  rock  of  Homer  has  a  fantaRic  and  terrifying  form.  We  took 
boat  and  went  to  it  as  foon  as  we  arrived.  Let  us  hear  the  defcrlption 
of  the  great  poet,  and  wonder  with  what  penetration  he  obfervcd,  and 
how  much  there  wms  of  reality  in  his  daring  imagery, 

Circe  warned  UlylTes  againft  the  erraiic  or  wandering  rocks  : 
7rAa>>cTa5  TnTpoci.  Immediately  in  the  front  of  the  rock  of  Scylla, 
craggy  cliffs  advance  out  of  the  fea ;  againft  which  the  foaming  waves, 
more  or  lefs,  continually  dafh.  The  eye  is  deceived,  and  might  be 
induced  to  afcribe  the  itiotion  of  the  fea  to  the  cliffs.  A  fimilar  accident 
happens  in  the  Baltic ;  w^iere  people,  as  I  have  often  experienced, 
miftake  the  ftones  which  the  fea  now  wafhes  and  now  leaves  bare  for 
fwimming  fea  dogs. 

Homer  m.ay  have  made  the  voyage  on  board  a  Phoenician  or  Grecian 
veffel ;  or  rather  no  doubt  a  Phoenician ;  and  fl:ill  it  is  probable  that 
the  mariners  of  his  age  were  ignorant  enough  of  thefe  coafts  to  actually 
imagine  that  the  cliffs  floated, 

Pliny  himfelf,  that  great  naturalift,  believed  that  the  rocky  iflands  of 
the  Lago  d'l  Balfena  floated.  Homer,  on  this  occafion,  called  the  fea 
Amphitrite,  with  a  dark  blue  countenance.  The  w^ater  here  is  very 
deep  ;  and  I  never  before,  on  an  evening,  faw  a  clear  fky  of  fo  dark 
a  blue. 

*  The  appearances,  or  fa£ts,  as  the  author  calls  them,  may  all  be  real :  yet  the  deduc- 
tions unfounded.  Eleflricity  feems  to  be  made  a  kind  of  occult  caufe ;  to  which  its 
adherents  would  refer  all  the  phenomena  that  they  cannot  explain.  Philofophy  is  anxious 
to  enquire  into  and  to  record  f.icts :  but  it  is  no  lefs  anxious  to  avoid  dating  conjecture 
as  faft.  A  certain  quantity  of  fear,  and  a  certain  excefs  of  fear,  will  fquare  as  accurately 
with  the  reafoning  of  the  hypothetic  theorift,  on  fear,  as  a  certain  quantity  and  excefs  of 
ele£lricity  will  with  that  of  the  hypothetic  theorift  on  electricity.     T, 

7  The 
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The  following  is  the  poet's  defcription  of  Scylla : 

*Oj  ^e  SVw  (THOTTi'Koi^  0  fAEv  ou^avov  h^vv  ly.avet 

KvaV£>1  •    TO  fASV  hvTtO'V    If  WEI,    OjJ^Z  ItOT    «I&f)1 
KeIVOW  I%£J  KO^U(pYlVy    OUT     £V  Se^ £J,    OVT     £V  &Vwf JI  * 

'Ou^   £1   OJ   %£'f  EJ  7E  ££lHO(n  KXl  TZ'oS'ej  WEV 

riETfr)  yaf  Xij  £n,  TrE^i^errt  lixvTa. 

'M.eaau  J'  Iv  amiti'h'^  in  c'n'sog  rs^oeioei 

rifoj  ^o^ov,  lij  £f E^oj  T£T ^afji/xevoVy  MTTEf  av  V^EtJ 

Nna  5rafa  yXa^yorjv  /Suvete,  <pa(5i/!/t'  'O^u^aeu, 

'Oii^E  H£v  in  vriog  y'Ka(l  u^m  ai^nioq  avy\^ 

Toloj  olrEvcraj  koiXov  aTTEOi  £iaa(piKoiro, 

'EvBa^  svi  SxfXX*)  j'«i£j,   ^eivov  Xs'KciKviae.' 

Tjij  ^toi  ^ojv^i  ia£v  bar]  (TKuXaKOi  vtoyi^nj 

FiVETaf,  atnn  5"  a:/TE  vrsXu^  Hanoi,   6u^£  ks  rif  /Mt 

Tv^n(T£l£V  id'cCV,  o'yJ"'    £1    ^EOJ  aVTiatTEIEV. 

T>15  i^TOi  ttcJej  £iO"j  Si/w^EKa,    '^avTsg  au^oi ' 
*E|  S'e  TE  01  5~Eif«I  TTE^t/XmiSi'    Iv  ^E  £«ar>j 

2JW£f3a^£n  ;(;£lpa;^»,   ev  os  T^iroixoi  o3ovT£f, 
IIy«voi  «a;i  SaptE^j,   ^rXEroi  [/.EXavoi  ^ccvaroio. 
Mectctj]  jwev  te  «ara  aTraoui  k.oi7\oio  J'eSvkev* 
'Eloj  5"  f|:!r%£j  x£i^aA..-j  ^Eivoro  jSE^E^fou* 
'AvTou  ^"ix^iJixcx.  ^kotteKov  TTE^ifxaifji.aucra, 

A£X<piVOCi;  TE,  «tV«J   TE,    ;£«(  £;7roS(   /jlEl^QV  £^>l(7t 

KuTOf,  «  ;Mi;f  (a  ^o£r;<£j  ayjtrovoj  'A//ipiTf  jt>i. 

Homer,  GdyfT.  xli.  73  —  97. 

High  in  the  air  the  rock  its  fummit  fhrouds 

la  brooding  tempefts,  and  in  rolling  clouds ; 

Loud  flreams  around  and  mifts  eternal  rife, 

Beat  its  bleak  brow  and  intercept  the  Ikies. 

When  all  the  broad  expanfion,  bright  with  day. 

Glows  with  th'  autumnal  or  the  fummer  ray : 

The  fummer  and  the  autumn  glow  in  vain  ; 

The  fky  for  ever  low'rs,  for  ever  clouds  remain. 

Impervious  to  the  flep  of  man  it  (lands  ; 

Tho'  borne  by  twenty  feet,  tho' arm'd  with  twenty  hands. 

Smooth 
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Smooth  as  the  polifli  of  the  mirror  rife 

The  flippery  fides,  and  (hoot  into  the  fkies. 

Full  in  the  centre  of  this  rock  difpla3''d, 

A  yawning  cavern  cafts  a  dreadful  (hade  : 

Nor  the  fleet  arrow  from  the  twanging  bow, 

Sent  with  full  force,  could  reach  the  depth  below. 

Wide  to  the  weft  the  horrid  gulph  extend?, 

And  the  dire  paflage  down  to  hell  defcends. 

O  fly  the  dreadful  fight !  expand  thy  fails. 

Ply  the  flrong  oar,  and  catch  the  nimble  gales  i 

HereScylla  bellows,  from  her  dire  abodes. 

Tremendous  peft  I  abhorr'd  by  man  and  Gods ! 

Hideous  her  voice ;  and  with  lefs  terrors  roar 

The  whelps  of  lions  in.  the  midnight  hour  ! 

Twelve  feet  deform'd  and  foul  the  fiend  difpreads  ; 

Six  horrid  necks  flie  rears,  and  fix  terrific  heads! 

Her  jaws  grin  dreadful,  with  three  rows  of  teeth  : 

Jaggy  they  (land,  the  gaping  den  of  death  ! 

Her  parts  obfcene  the  raging  billows  hide. 

Her  bofom  terribly  o'erlooks  the  tide. 

When,  (lung  with  hunger,  fhe  embroils  the  flood. 

The  fea-dog  and  the  dolphin  are  her  food  : 

She  makes  the  huge  Leviathan  her  prey, 

And  all  the  monfters  of  the  wat'ry  way. 

The  fwiftefl  racer  of  the  azure  plain 

Here  fills  her  fails,  and  fpreads  her  oars  in  vain  : 

Fell  Scylla  rifes,  in  her  fury  roars, 

At  once  fix  mouths  expands,  at  once  fix  men  devours. 

Pope,  Od,  b.  xil.  87. 

The  poet,  defirous  of  creating  a  bold  fable  out  of  thefe  rocks,  was 
obliged  to  give  them  a  terrific  form.  That  figurative  fenfe  which  he 
has  fo  frequently  employed,  and  which  fo  few  of  hifr  commentators 
have  underftood,  he  made  ufe  of  here;  that  he  might  envelop  his 
objedt  in  clouds. 

This  rock  in  reality  is  not  fo  high  as  to  be  covered  with  clouds  on  a 
dear  day;  but  its  form  is  ftriking,  and  infpires  terror.     At  prefent,  the 

rock- 
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rock  is  not  pointed,  for  a  caftle-  has  been  built  upon  it :  yet,  even  now, 
had  a  man  twenty  hands  and  twenty  feet,  as  Homer  fays,  he  would 
not  be  able  to  climb  it.  It  rifes  like  a  round  tower ;  the  breadth  of 
which,  compared  to  its  height,  may  juftify  the  epithet  deformed  ;  and, 
toward  the  fea,  it  prefents  a  fliarp  three-forked  cliff.  In  this  cliff  we 
fmd  the  three  rows  of  teeth  of  Homer. 

The  neighbouring  cliffs  too  prefented  themfelves  to  the  creative  fancy 
of  the  poet.  The  fidion  of  the  fea-dog,  the  dolphin,  and  the  ftill  more 
huge  monfters,  which  fhe  makes  her  prey,  is  founded  on  an  admirable 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  this  fea ;  for  it  abounds  in  dolphins,  and 
in  a  large  kind  of  li(h,  which  the  Italians  Hill  call  cane  del  mare :  or 
fea-dog.  It  even  occafionally  happens,  of  which  there  \vas  an  inflance 
fome  years  ago,  that  a  kind  of  whale,  of  the  fpecies  which  the  French 
call  cacheht^  is  ftranded  on  thefe  ihores. 

There  have  been  frequent  contefts  concerning  Charybdis  ;  which,  as 
defcribed  by  Homer,  is  no  longer  to  be  found.  He  could  not  mean 
the  lower  rocks ;  for  his  defcription  has  placed  Charybdis  oppofite  to 
Scvlla.  Thefe  countries,  ever  fubjed:  to  the  grand  phenomena  of 
nature,  may  have  fuffered  great  changes  from  earthquakes.  Is  not 
even  the  opinion  of  feveral  ancient  and  modern  naturaliRs  probable, 
which  maintains  that  Sicily  was  anciently  feparated  from  Italy  by  an 
earthquake  ? 

It  was  the  fuppofitlon  of  Cluverius  that,  according  to  the  relation  of 
Homer,  which  places  Charybdis  oppofite  to  Scylla,  it  muft  have  been 
at  the  promontory  of  Pelonis;  now  called  Capo  di  Faro:  but,  as  he 
could  not  fmd  it  there,  he  fuppofed  the  whirlpool,  which  is  oppofite  the 
lighthoufe  of  Meffina,  to  have  been  the  true  Charybdis,  and  accufes 
Homer  of  an  error.  But  how  came  he  not  to  find  the  real  Vv^hirlpool 
of  Homer,  which  is  known  to  every  filherman  of  Scylla,  of  Capo  di 
Faro,  and  of  Meffina,  and  forms  itfelf  between  Capo  d'l  Faro  and  Scylla? 
The  current  runs  from  the  north-eaft  to  the  flraits  of  Faro.     There  is 

a  regular 
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a  regular  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide  every  fix  hours;  and,  whca  a  ftrong 
v;ind  fets  in  to  oppofe  either  the  ebb  or  the  flow,  a  whirlpool  ilill  rifes 
before  the  promontory*. 

This  ebb  and  flow  has  been  afcribcd  by  fonie  to  a  fubterranean  paf- 
fage,  faid  to  exift  between  Mount  iEtna  and  the  fea.  By  Ariftotie  it 
is  afcribed,  Hke  other  ebbs  and  flows,  to  the  influence  of  the  moon  ; 
and  this  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  regularity  of  the  fix-hour  tide. 
It  is  certain  that,  in  the  time  of  Honier,  the  tides,  which  are  common 
to  but  few  places  of  the  Mediterranean,  were  very  imperfedly  under- 
flood.  He  therefore  fays  that  three  times  a  day  Charybdis  engulphed 
the  waters,  and  three  times  a  day  vomited  them  up  again. 

The  navigator  of  a  little  packet  boat,  if  unacquainted  with  thefe 
feas,  might  probably  meet  with  the  misfortune  againft  which  Circe 
cautions  Ulyfl^es,  when  flie  warns  him,  while  avoiding  Scylla  and  her 
projedting  cliffs,  not  to  approach  the  whirlpool  of  Charybdis. 

Seafaring  people  call  this  whirlpool  and  that  near  Meffma  Galofaro  : 
they  likewife  call  the  laft  La  Retna,  The  word  Galofaro  is  doubtlefs 
derived  from  the  Greek;  and  compounded  of  the  Greek  words  calos^ 
beautiful,  and //^^roj-,  a  light  houfe.  Both  the  whirlpools  have  light- 
houfes ;  one  of  which  ftands  facing  MeflTma,  and  the  other  Capo  di 
Faro, 

Early  in  the  morning,  before  we  left  Scylla,  w^e  were  invited,  by  a 
perfon  of  the  place  to  whom  we  had  brought  a  letter  from  Naples,  to 
come  on  the  fea  fhore  and  view -a  pefce  di  fpada^  or  fword  fifh,  which 
had  been  caught  in  a  net  during  the  night.  This  fifh  is  larger  than  a 
man  ;  and  its  under  jaw  is  long,  hard,  and  pointed,  like  the  broad 
point  of  a  lance  :  and  its  no  lefs  hard  upper  jaw  extends  the  length  of 
more  than  an  ell  and  a  quarter,  like  a  broad  two-edged  but  pointed 
iword. 

This  fifn  wages  remorfelefs  war  againft  another  kind  of  fifli,  called 
tht  cane  del  jnare ;  but  which  has  nothing  in  common  with  the.  fea 

Vol.  IL  D  d  dog. 
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dorr      A  fword  fifh  and  a  ca?ie  del  mare  were  laft  year  both  together 

€aft  upon  the   Ihore.     The   former  had   run   the  latter  through  and 

through  ;  but  the  vidor  could  not  dlfengage  himfelf  from  the  van^ 

quifhed,  and  with  him  was  obliged  to  die..    The  fword  fiili   is  highly 

efteemed,   and  we  thought   it  peculiarly  well  tailed.     The  Calabrian^ 

ftfh  for  it  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  and  take  great  delight  in  the  fport. 

Little  boats  put  to  fea,  and  a  man  is  ftatlaned  either  on  fhore,  upon  a. 

rock  or  tower,  or  upon  a  mail,  where  he  watches  the  approach  of  a 

fword  fifn.     The  moment  he  difcovers  one,  he  waves  a  napkin  ;  and 

the  fiihermen  row  toward  it,  armed  with  hooked  knees.     If  they  arc 

fortunate  enough  to  flrike  it,  they  keep  it  faft  by  a  running  line,  which 

is  tied  to  the  lance  ;  till,   at  lad,  the  fifh^  after  much  ftruggling  and 

bleedino-,  is  brought  to  the  boat.     We  faw  a  man  flationed  on  a  maft, 

and  the  iiihermen  in  their  boats  furrounding  him  full  of  expedation. 

The  princes  of  Sc)dla  oblige  their  vaffals  to  give  them  the  bed  morfsl 

of  the  fword  £{h  ;  and  a  tenth  part  of  the   other  fifh  that  they  take. 

Loud  complaints  of  this  have  long  been  made  ;  and  a  commiffion  has 

once  been  appointed,  to  enquire  into  the  right  of  this  exadion  :  but  k 

was  ineffedual.     The  prefent  prince  continues  to  compel  the  poor  filL- 

ermen  to  comply  with  his   demands;  although,  occafionally,  feveral 

abufes  of  this  kind  have  been  abolifhed  by  the  King. 

The  fword  fifhis  a  fifh  of  paiTage.     It  vifits  the  coaft  of  Calabria  in 

May,  June,  and  a  part  of  July  ;  and  afterward  thecoaft  of  Sicily,  wherc 

this  mode  of  catching  it  is  likewife  pradifed. 

We  got  under  fail  early  yederday,  on  our  paffage  to  Reggio ;  but, 

as  we  were  fo  near  the  Sicilian  promontory,  we  were  not  willing  to 

leave  it  unvifited.     By  this  means  we  gained  time  ;  for  it  would  have 

coft  us  a  day  to  have  performed  this  villt  from  MefBna. 

The  promontory  of  Faro  is  not  remarkable  for  its  height  ;  as  might 

have  been  conjedured  from  its  Greek  name,  Pelorus  :  or  prodigious  : 

but  the  whole  lofty  range  of  mountains  to  which  it  appertains  is  called. 

Fdoris :  or  Pdorias^ 

The 
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The  tale  that  Hannl!)al  named  this  promontory  after  his  pilot,  whom 
he  killed  in  anger  and  burled  there,  is  abfurd.  Not  to  mention  how 
ridiculous  it  is  to  fuppofe  that  Hannibal,  who  had  fo  long  lain 
with  his  army  in  Bruttium^  or  South  Calabria,  fhould  be  unacquainted 
with  the  Ihores  of  Sicily,  and  deceived  by  appearances  fhould  have  ac- 
clifed  his  pilot  of  fteering  him  back  to  Italy,  I  would  a{k  what  was  the 
name  of  this  promontory  before  that  period  ?  It  is  probable  that  the 
Greeks,  who  had  lived  here  for  fome  centuries,  and  in  confequence  of 
its  three  promontories  had  called  the  illand  Trinacria^  fhould  have  left 
this  promontory  without  a  name  ?  The  Greeks,  who  left  no  little  hill  un- 
named, no  name  uncelebrated  !  Did  they  leave  the  whole  ridge  of 
mountains  called  Pelorias  unnamed  ?  And  was  the  promontory  which 
was  one  of  the  three  principal  capes  of  Sicily  left  undiftinguilhed,  till 
a  general  from  Carthage  came  to  give  it  a  name  ! 

We  vifited  two  fmall  lakes,  that  contain  fait  water  and  fhell  fifh,  and 
that  have  a  fubterranean  communication  with  the  fea.  The  leafh  is 
the  falteft,  and  produces  good  kitchen  fait.  Cluverius  found  a  third 
which  is  likewife  mentioned  by  ancient  writers  :  but  it  may  have  been 
dried  up  fmce  his  time  ;  for,  when  I  enquired  after  it,  I  could  -receive 
no  fatisfa£lory  anfwer. 

As  the  wind  was  againft  us  on  our  paflage  to  Reggio,  our  boatmen 
rowed  to  a  cape  of  Calabria,  %vhich  is  called  Fe-z%o^  from,  which  the 
boat  was  drawn  by  oxen.  We  went  on  fliore,  and  vifited  a  perfon 
who,  at  the  expence  of  Govern  menr,  has  taught  the  people  of  Calabria, 
by  example,  to  rear  filk  worms  after  the  manner  of  Piedmont ;  and  to 
make  wine  after  the  manner  of  the  French.  Ignorant  as  I  am  of  the 
cultivation  of  filk,  I  can  fay  nothing  of  his  merit  in  this  undertakino-. 
The  wine  is  better  than  the  common  wine  of  Calabria  ;  although 
the  vines  have  only  been  planted  fix  years,  and  the  produce  of  older 
vines  will  be  more  excellent.  The  wine  has  fome  refemblance  to  that 
kind  of  red  burgundy  which  the  French  Q^CiX  petit  Biirgogne. 

The  place  where  this  perfon  lives  is  called  Villa  di  Sa?i  Giovanni^  and 

D  d  2  lies 
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lies  oppofite  to  MIfeno.     The  undertaking  has  been  begun  by  him  and 
his  three  brothers,  v/hofe   name   is  Caracciolo.     They  felefl  the  bed 
plants,  pluck  the  berries  from  the  ftalk  for  the  wine  prefs,  and  rejed;  . 
the  unripe  and  bad  grapes. 

Should  they  fucceed  in  improving  the  culture  of  filk  and  the  making 
of  wine,  they  will  open  new  fources  of  wealth  to  a  country  already 
favoured  by  nature.  The  mildnefs  of  the  climate  and  goodnefs  of 
the  foil  render  fome  of  the  \vines  of  this  province,  much  as  the  cul- 
ture of  them  is  negleded,  excellent :  particularly  the  wine  of  Gerace\ 
the  ancient  Locr'i ;  and  other  places,  where'  the  earth  has  been  turned 
up  by  the  earthquake.  Such  kinds  are  called  Vhio  del  Terremoto :  or 
earthquake  vjinc. 

The  wine  which  is  called  red  Calabria  in  Germany,   nay  in  Italy 
itfelf  as  well  as  in  Sicily,  is  the  produce  of  Syracufe.     It  is  fo  noble  a. 
liquor  that  I  have  feen   it  drunk  in  Germany  for  red  Cape  wine  ;  nay 
and  that  of  thebeft  kind,  called  Conjiafitia^ 

The  afped;.  of  Faro,  or  the  ft  raits  between  Sicily  and  Calabria,  is 
certainly  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  world.  The  wind  had  changed  to 
our  advantage  while  we  had  landed  j  and  we  failed,  with  a  frefh  gale, 
between  the  lofty  (hcres  of  Calabria  and  Sicily.  Behind  three  ridges 
of  mountains,  each  more  lofty  than  the  other,  wefaw  iEtna  rife  in  the 
clear  blue  horizon  ;  and  the  ifland  on  which  it  ftands ;  extending  its 
right  arm,  in  gentle  declivities,  for  the  fpace  of  five  German  miles,  as 
far  as  Catania. 

The  ftraits  of  Faro  were  fuppofed  by  the  ancients  to  be  dangerous. 
During  a  public  feftival  held  at  Rhegiiim^  the  prefent  Reggio^  the  people 
of  MefTma  once  fent  a  company  of  five-and-twenty  dancing  youths,  with 
their  chief  dancer  and  a  flute  player,  who  all  perifhed  here  on  their 
paflage.  Paufanias,  v/ho  relates  the  ftory,  fays  that  this  ftrait  is  more 
ftormy  than  all  the  fea  befide.  Storms  blowing  from  either  of  its 
mouths  render  it  boifterous :  fo  that  when  there  is  little  wind  the  waves 
are  large,  and  their  agitation  is  great.     The  exaggeration  of  this  de- 

fcription 
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fcrlption  would  not  have  been  fo  very  evident,  if  Paufanlas  had  not 
added  that  the  fea  monfters  are  in  fuch  multitudes  that  the  air  is  filled 
with  their  flench,  and  the  fhipwrecked  can  find  no  fafety  *. 

Our  attention  was  fo  much  attraded  by  the  contemplation  of  the 
fea,  and  its  two  fhores,  that  we  were  quite  furprifed  to  find  we  were 
arrived  at  Reggio. 

The  ancient  Greek  name  of  this  place,  Rhegium^  or  Rhegmi^  Dio- 
dorus  informs  us  was  derived  by  fome  from  the  Greek  word  "?-DyvvfjLiy 
to  break  or  tear  :  becaufe,  according  to  ancient  tradition,  Sicily  was 
torn  from  Italy.  Some  fay  this  tearing  of  the  ifthmus  was  effeded  by 
the  fea  :  and  others  that  a  change  fo  great  was  produced  by  an  earth- 
quake. 

The  grand  revolutions  of  nature,  to  which  thefe  countries  are  flill 
;  fubjed,  the  jagged  forms  of  the  fhores,  and  the  modern  eruptions  of 
the  volcanello,  one  of  the  fmall  Lipari  iflands,  all  appear  to  favour  this 
old  opinion.  Reggio  is  very  ancient ;  and  thofe  who  will  not  trufl  its 
poetic  origin,  which  attributes  it  to  yocqftrus^  the  fon  of  that  JRolus 
who  reigned  in  Lipari  and  entertained  UlyfTes  a  month,  mufl  confide 
in  hiflory  :  which  attributes  its  foundation  to  the  Chalcidia?7s,  who 
came  from  Eubcea  f.  The  territory  of  the  Rheghil  was  free,  ample, 
and  powerful :  but  it  had  fometimes  the  misfortune  to  be  governed 
by  tyrants..  This  city,  and  Meffina,  were  both  governed  by  Ana- 
xileos;  who  died  i-n  the  firfl  year  of  the  76th  Olympiad,  475  years 
before  the  birth  of  Chrifl  J. . 

During  the  Peloponnefian  war,  the  Rhegin'i  fufFered  much   from 

*  Pauf.  lib.  V,  c.  25. 

t  Cluverius  is  of  this  opinion,  and  founds  it  on  the  teftimony  of  Strabo  and  Solinus  : 
though  he  might  much  more  probably  have  fupported  it  by  the  authority  of  Thucydides, 
who  exprefsly  fays  that  the  Rheghn  were  of  Chalcidlan  origin.  It  was  this  that  made  the 
Athenians  hope  they  fliould  find  amilance  from  the  Leotitini :  whofe  anceflors  likewife 
came  from  Cha/ds.     Thug.  406,  ed.  Duk. 

t  Diod.  lib.  xi. 

their. 
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their  neighbours,  the  Epi^^ephyrtan  Locri;  and  were  diftraded  by  in-- 
ternal  contentions*.  They  were  fo  powerful,  in  the  time  of  the 
elder  Dionyfius,  that,  to  ftrengthen  himfelf,  this  tyrant  demanded  a 
daughter  of  the  city.:  but  :the  Rheghii  nobly  refnfed  the  alliance,  in  a 
general  affembly  of  the  people  +. 

When  Pyrrhus  waged  war  with  the  Romans,  the  latter  fent  a  legion 
for  the  protection  oi  Rheghim  r  but  the  foldiers  murdered  the  citizens, 
and  feized  on  the  city.  After  the  war  the  infurgents  were  taken  bv 
the  Romans,  and  punifhed  with  death,  for  their  <;ruelty  and  treachery  J. 

The  Apoftle  Paul,  on  his  journey  to  Rome,  pafled  through  this  city  §; 
the  fituation  of  which  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  that  I  have  feen.  It 
is  built  on  the  (hore  of  the  Faro,  in  a  fruitful  valley,  with  its  back 
toward  the  hills.  Here  we  had  a  view  of  the  coaft  of  Calabria  as  far  as 
the  promontory  of  Scylla,  and  from  the  oppofite  high  fhore  of  the 
Capo  d'l  Faro  to  Mount  jEtna ;  an  objed  that  dignified  the  profped. 

Reggio  was  nearly  deftroyed  by  the  earthquake  of  1783  :  but  a  great 
part  of  it  has  been  rebuilt,  and  the  flreets  now  are  wide,  which  for- 
merly were  narrow.  A  long  row  of  houfes,  which  are  only  two  ftories 
high,  have  been  built  by  the  fea  fide  at  the  King'«  expence  on  the  plan 
of  the  celebrated  Palla%ata^  at  Meffina. 

The  gardens  of  Reggio  are  very  extenfive,  and  produce  more  fruit 
of  the  varieties  of  orange  and  lemon  than  any  other  part  of  Italy.  All 
thefe  different  kinds  of  fruit  are  included,  by  the  Italians,  under  the 
general  name  oi  Agrumi.  Dates  are  only  produced  here,  and  in  fome 
places  of  Sicily  j  but  the  trees  do  not  bear  every  year,  nor  is  the  fruit  fo 
much  efteemed  as  the  dates  of  Africa,  and  Afia.  A  palm  tree,  of  the 
date-bearing  kind,  in  the  court  of  the  archiepifcopal  palace  ofTaranto 
excepted,  I  have  no  where  in  Italy  feen  this  tree  fo  large  as  at  Reggio. 
It  has  a  grand  appearance ;  and  the  conftant  ruftling  of  its  leaves  is 
charming.     New  twigs  annually  grow  from    the   top,    vv'hich   bend 

*  Thuc.  lib.  iv.  p.  238.  f  Died.  vol.  i.  p.  678,  ed.  WefTel. 

jLiv.  Epit.  xii,  and  xv.  §  Ads  xxviii.  J3. 

'ibd:;  downward 
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downward  on  all  fides  j  while  annually  the  under  branches  break  ofF, 
and  leave  a  fcaly  mark  behind.  From  thefe  fcales  the  age  of  the  tree 
may  be  known.  Some  Turks,  who  had  vifited  Taranto,  eftimated  the 
palm  tree  there  to  be  four  hundred  years  old. 

The  mulberry  and  fig  trees  of  Reggio  are  very  large.  Either  I  mif?- 
take  or  I  have  fomewherc  read  that  none  but  thefe  fig  trees  bear  twice 
a  year :  however  not  only  the  fig  trees  of  Reggio  but  of  Sicily  and  of 
Naples  have  this  virtue  :  fonie  mountainous  parts  excepted.. 

The  firft  figs,  which  ripen  before  the  middle  of  June,  ai'e  called 
jiorl  dijlchi :  or  flowers  of  figs.  They  are  far  preferable  to  our  figs ; 
yet  not  fo.  good  as  thofe  produced  in.  both  kingdoms  in  the  months  of 
July,  AMguH:,  and  September.-  They  are  fo  fucculent  that  the  dripping 
Juice  hangs  in  pellucid  drops,  while  the  fruit  is  on  the  tree  ;  refembling 
honey,  in  clearnefs,  colour,  and  fweetnefs^ 

The  Italians  have  a  bad  but  general  cuftom  of  oiling  the  fig  on  the 
tree,  that  it  may  ripen  the  fooner.  They  pafs  a  drop  of  oil  through  a 
reed,  which  from  the  fl:alk  defcends  to  the  fig :  but  this  fruit  is  not  fo 
healthy  as  that  in  which  no  fuch  artifice  has  been  ufed.. 

We  had  letters  to  fome  people  of  the  place,  but  did  not  find  them 
at  home  -,  a.nd  1  have  fince  been  informed  that  it  is  cuftomary,  among 
the  people  of  Reggio,  to  be  denied  to  travellers.  This  cufiom  is  the 
lefs  to  their  honour  becaufe  the  Calabrians,  of  all  the  other  towns,  are 
hofpitable  in  a  high  degree  ;  and  kindly  invite,  heartily  welcome,  and 
generoufly  entertain,  ftrangers  that  have  no  letters  of  recommendation. 

I  would  very  willingly  have  made  a  trip  from  Reggio  to  Gerace^  the- 
ancient  Lccr'i ;  but  I  learned  that  it  was  a  long  day's  journey  by  land, 
and  that  the  road  was  difficult,  and  unpleafant ;  and  it  requires  muck 
time  to  go  by  water  :  for  the  promontory  of  Spartiiitnto^  formerly  of 
Hercules,  on  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  Italy,  is  dreaded  by  feamen  be- 
caufe of  its  boifterous  waves,  and  can  only  be  pafled.  when  the  wind  is 
favourable, 

\  Locri. 
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Locri  was  built  on.  the  Ccipo  Burfano;  which  was  formerly  called  the 
promontory  of  Zephynum:  from  which  the  people  of  the  city  acquired 
the  name  of  the  Ep'i%ephyrian  Locri, 

The  Locri  Opuntii^  founded  this  city  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  24th 
Olympiad,  at  the  time  that  Tullus  Hoftilius  governed  in  Rome  f. 

The  Epizephyriati  Locri  were  famous  for  the  law^s  given  them  by 
"their  fellow-citizen,  Zalencus  ;  w^ho  was  a  fcholar  of  Pythagoras,  and 
-whom  they  named  their  law-giver. 

According  to  forae  Zaleucus  w^as  of  noble  birth  :  others  afErm  he 
■was  a  fhepherd,  and  poetically  relate  that  he  was  inftruded  by  Mi- 
nerva. In  oppofition  to  thefe,  fome  place  the  time  in  which  he  liv^d 
Jiuider  the  nine-and-twentieth  Olympiad. 

It  is  well  proved,  however,  that  he  was  the  firft  among  the  Greeks 
who  gave  written  laws  ;  and  his  code  was  chiefly  colleded  from  the 
laws  of  Minos,  ofLycurgus,  and  the  Athenian  Areopagus. 

Diodorus  infpires  us  wdth  a  very  high  idea  of  the  wifdom  of  this 
law-giver. 

"  In  the  preface  to  his  Code,  he  begins  w^ith  difcourfingon  the  Celef- 
"  tial  Deities ;  to  believe  in  whom  was  the  firft  duty  required  of  a  good 
"  citizen.  From  a  view  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  the  order  that 
**  reigned  through  creation,  they  were  required  to  believe  that  the  v/orld 
"  was  not  the  work  of  chance,  but  of  the  Gods.  They  w^ere  therefore 
"  to  honour  the  Gods,  as  the  authors  of  all  that  was  good  and  beau- 
"  tiful  among  mankind.     They  were  to  keep  the  foul  pure  from  all 

"•  The  Locri  confided  of  four  tribes.  The  Locri  Opuntli  lived  between  Fhocu  and  Eu^ 
hcea  :  The  Locri  Ozola  weft  of  Phccis  :  fo  that  this  tradl  of  land  feparated  the  Optwtii, 
who  were  likewife  called  the  Eaji  Locriy  from  the  Ozola  or  Wefi  Locri.  The  Locri  Epi- 
.rnemidii,  or  Hypocnemidiiy  inhabited,  north  of  both  the  others,  the  mountain  ©f  Cnemis.  The 
Epixephyrian  Zorn  took  their  name  from  the  Zephyria?!  promontory  in  Italy,  which  they 
^inhabited.  The  Epizephyrian  Locri  were  a  colony  of  the  Locri  Optintii ;  who  were  fo  called 
from  their  principal  city,  Opus, 

t  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant. 

6  "  guilt : 
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''  guilt :  for  the  Gods  did  not  delight  in  the  facrlfices  which  were 
**  offered  them  by  the  wicked,  however  coftly,  but  rather  in  thejuftice 
*'  and  the  virtue  of  good  men. 

"  After  having  exhorted  the  citizens  to  piety  and  juftice  in  his  pre- 
"  face,  he  recommends  brotherly  love;  and  taught  that  he  fliould  alwavs 
"  confiderhis  enemy  as  a  perfon  with  whom  it  was  poffible  he  might 
"  be  reconciled,  and  become  his  friend  :  and  whoever  would  not  a£t 
"  thus  muft  be  confidered  as  a  man  of  an  unfandified  and  favage  foul. 

"  To  thofe  who  derived  power  from  their  office  he  recommended 
"  rigid  impartiality  ;  and  required  that  they  fhould  neither  be  infolent 
*'  nor  oppreffive, 

"  Other  law-givers  puniflied  luxuiy  with  fines  ;  Zaleucus  In  a  more 
"  underftanding  manner.  He  forbade  any  woman  to  be  attended  by 
*'  more  than  one  female  flave,  unlefs  fhe  happened  to  be  a  little  drunk. 
*'  She  muft  not  leave  the  city  by  night,  unlefs  fhe  went  to  commit 
**  adultery  :  nor  muft  fhe  wear  golden  ornaments,  and  embroidered 
*'  robes,  unlefs  her  inclinations  were  unchafte.  In  like  manner,  he 
"  would  not  fufFer  the  men  to  wear  gold  rings,  or  fine  wool,  like  the 
"  Milefians,  unlefs  they  were  fornicators,  or  adulterers.  The  difgrace, 
"  annexed  to  thefe  permitted  exceptions,  was  more  effedlual  than  any 
"  other  penalty. 

*'  His  laws  were  famous  for  their  clearnefs  concerning  contrads, 
''  and  perplexed  cafes*." 

Pardon  this  digreffion,  which  crlticifm  may  tell  me  is  blameablc, 
becaufe  I  have  not  been  at  Gerace  ;  but  to  me  it  appears  interefting, 
particularly  in  the  prefent  age,  to  remark  how  the  wifeft  of  the  ancient 
lawgivers  founded  law  upon  religion.  How  great  too  were  their  dif- 
ficulties, from  the  fpirit  of  the  Pagan  religion,  and  efpecially  of  the 

*  Pindar  fays  of  the  Epizephyrjan  Locri  diat  Redlitude  refided  amoi'ig  them. 
"Zzfv^iuv.  Find, 

Vol.  it.  E  e  Greeks : 
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Greeks  :  the  Gods  of  whom  afforded  them  examples  of  every  vice. 
What  muft  we  thhik  of  our  modern  lawgivers,  who,  in  the  conflict 
of  opinions,  while  they  heap  decree  upon  decree,  agree  only  in  the 
deftrudlion  of  the  true  and  holy  religion  of  Jefus  Ghrift? 

I  left  the  mofc  heautiful  province   of  beautiful  Italy  with   regret. 
More  expofed  to  the  all  vivifying  fun  than  their  countrymen,  the  inha- 
bitants are  refrefhed  by  the  breezes  of  the  two  feas,  are  fhaded  by  their 
high   mountains  and  forefts,  and   are  watered  by  numerous  fprings; 
which  enliven  the  fields  and  clothe  them  with  a  fhining  and  ever  ver- 
dant herbage.    All  that  the  other  parts  of  the  world  contain  of  the  fub- 
lime  and  beautiful  is  found  collected  in  Calabria.  Here  the  Indian  may 
eat  his  date,  and  the  Laplander  gratify  his  eye  with  the  fnov^^s  of  ^tna. 
The  Mediterranean,  the  coaft  of  Calabria,  and  the  coaft  of  Sicily,  the 
ftraits  of  Meffina  here,  and  there  the  open  fea,  the  Lipari  iflands,  each, 
rifmg  like  an  individual  mountain,  and  the  lofty  iEtna,  which  reigns  ia 
fearful  beauty,  continually  attrading  the  eye  back  to  Sicily  and  ren^ 
dering  Sicily  itfelf  infignificant,  all  thefe  grand  objeds,  combined  with 
the  vivifying  charms  of  ever  blooming  nature,  nurfmg  man  in  her  lap 
and  pouring  upon  him  her  innumerable  charms,  filled  me  with  a  fen- 
fation  which  makes  language,  when  attempting  to  exprefs  it,  blufh  at 
its  own  infufficiency :  a  fenfation  which  will  fweeten  all  the  recollec- 
tions and  aflbciations  of  life  ;  and  which,  while  it  purifies  the  feelings 
and  renders  them  facred,  expands  and  ennobles   my  exiftence  !     Nor 
was  itdeftroyed;  it  only  took  a  new  direction,  at  the  thought  that  this 
paradife  of  fruits  and  flowers  was  the  arfenal  of  the  Almighty.     Cala- 
bria is  the  focus  of  fubterranean  fire ;  which  breathes  and  exhales 
through  Vefuvius,  through  Stromboli,  and  through  iEtna. 

It  is  probable  that  there  are  few  fruits  in  the  known  earth  that  are 
not  found  in  the  greateft  perfedlion,  produced  by  this  friendly  foil. 

Calabria  teems   under  a  fertilizing  heaven.     Earth,  fea,   and  iky,, 
confpire  to  crown  her ;  but  j[he  bears  a  giant  in  her  womb,  by  whofe 

3^  Gonvulfive 
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convulfive  throes  fhe  has  been  frequently  fhaken.  She  groans  while 
fiiffering  under  the  pangs  he  inflidts;  and  thefe  groans  make  the  fixed 
earth  tremble  from  pole  to  pole  ! 

So  be  it.     Happy  are  they  to  whom  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  wel- 
come, though  it  fpeak  in  thunder ! 


LETTER     LXXXV. 

MelTina,  3cth  May  17920 
Among  his  other  high  merits,  Homer  pofTefTes  the  addi- 
tional one  of  having  caft  a  light  over  the  knowledge  of  the  countries, 
and  people,  that  he  had  vifited  ;  by  which  the  darknefs  of  the  geography 
and   hiftory  of  antiquity  has  in  part  been  removed,  and  in  part  left 
in  a  kind   of  twilight:  through   which,  though  the  objedts  are  not 
diftindly  feen,  they  ftill  are  difcoverable.     Or  I  might  liken  him  to 
the  moon ;  whofe  foft  beams,  flied  over  mountains,  forefts,   and  feas, 
pourtray  their  grand  outline,  but  conceal  their  mafies  in  fuch  a  filver 
veil  that  an  unexercifed  eye  difcovers  only  ftrange  incident,  terrifying 
phantom,  and  fupernatural  enchantment :  while  a  more  experienced, 
a  more  penetrating  mind  delights  in  the  multiplied  forms,  and  indulges 
imagination  in  the  half  vifible,   half  concealed,   gigantic  fpedres   that 
dance  before  it ;  yet,  though  amazed,  it  is  not  confounded,   but   can 
reduce  the  vifion  to  congruity,  to  order,  and  to  ufe. 

The  bold  fables  of  Homer,concerning  the  Cyclops,  favour  and  promote 
a  tradition  which  certainly  was  not  wholly  groundlefs.  That  thefe  early- 
inhabitants  of  Sicily  were  giants  no  man  can  pofitively  aflert,  or  deny. 
As  little  is  it  known  whether  they  were  the  firft  pofTeflbrs  of  this  ifland, 
or  whether  they  drove  the  ancient  inhabitants  beyond  the  fea,  or  ob- 

E  e  2  liged 


212 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 


I'lP-ed  them  to  retire  from  the  coaft  and  live  among  the  mountains.  The 
Cyclops  certainly  inhabited  the  weft  of  Sicily  :  but  to  what  extent  is  en- 
tirely dubious.  From  Elomer  we  learn  that  they  bitterly  opprefled 
the  Fhaaces :  till  at  laft  the  latter  fled  from  their  tyranny,  under  the 
condud:  of  Naufithoiis,  the  father  of  Alcinous^  who  entertained  UlyfTes 
when  he  landed  on  the  ifland  of  Schcrla  * :  the  prefent  Corfu, 

The   Lajlrygones^   according  to   Thucydides,   very   early  inhabited 
Sicily:  but  this  great  writer  acknowledges,  with  dignified  candour, 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  place  from  which  they  came,  or  of  the 
people  from  whom  they  were  derived.     The   Lajlrygoues  of  Homer 
inhabited  Italy :  but  the  fame  people  may  as  probably  have  feitled  on 
the  continent   as  on   the  ifland.     Thucydides  himfelf  fays  f,  "  The 
*'  Sicani    maintained    themfelves    to    be   Autochthones :    or  the  abori- 
*'  o-ines  of  the  country  :  yet  they  were  originally  from  Iberia^  or  Spain,. 
"  and  vrere  driven  out  of  the  country,  to  the  river  Sicajius^  by  the 
"  Li"-urians."     The  Ligurians  lived  between   Piedmont  and   Genoa. 
From  the  Sicani  the  ifland  was  called  Sicania.     Its  former  name  was 
Trmacria,    Homer  calls  it  Trinacia ;  and  probably  the  Greeks  changed 
the  name  to  Trinacria  becaufe  of  its  three  promontories.     The  Sicani 
continued  to  inhabit  the  weft  part  of  the  ifland  in  the  time  of  Thucy- 
dides ;  who  lived  about  four  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift. 
After  the  deftrudion  of  Troy,  fome  Trojans,  efcaping  from  the  Greeks, 
fled  to  Sicily,  landed  near  the  Sicani,  and  were  called  E/jT/zi  :  or  Helymi. 
Their  towns  were  Erix  and  Egefla:  or  Scgejla:  for  both  names  are 
found  in  books,  and  on  coins.    Thucydides  and  Diodorus  write  Egejla. 
At  the  fame  period,  the  Phocenfes,  who  with   the  reft  of  the  Greeks 
had  been  at  the  taking  of  Troy,  fettled   in   Sicily :  having  firft  been 
driven  to  Africa,  by  a  ftcrm.      Some  tribes  had  already  fled  from  Italy 
to  this  ifland,  who  called  themfelves  Sicidi.    Thucydides  fays  that  there 
were  SicuU  in  Italy  in  his  time  :  but  the  afl^ertion  of  Diodorus,  that  this 
nation  with  its  whole  power,  TccpSvf^ei,  withdrew  to  Sicily,  appears  to 

^  Od.  b.  vii.  t  ^^'  vi>  c  2.  p.  378.  ed.  Duk. 

me 
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me  more  probable:  at  lead  I  do  not  remember  to  have  found  any  later 
mention  of  the  Siciili  in  Italy  among  ancient  writers,  Thucydides  ex- 
cepted; who  was  not  perfedly  well  informed  refpeding  the  ancient 
tribe^s  of  Italy. 

After  the  Cyclops,  the  Lajlrygones^  and  the  Phcsaces^  the  Sicaiii  were 
the  fjrft  people  known  in  Sicily:  a  part  of  which  they  poITefled  while 
the  other  three  tribes  lived  on  the  illand  ;  and  the  Sicidi^  when  they 
came  here,  found  it  inhabited  by  all  thefe  different  people. 

The  fear  of  pirates,  a   fear  which  has  tormented  thefe  iflanders  for 
about  three  thoufand  five  hundred  years,  and  which  ftill  torments  them, 
induced  the  S'lcani  at  firft  to  live  in   villages,  jcw^jjcfoi',  and  build   on 
ftrong  hills.     Each  of  thefe  divifions   had   its   own   prince.      At  firft, 
Diodorus  fays  *,  they  fpread  themfclves  over  the  whole  illand  :  but, 
as  Mount  ^tna  caufed  much   devaftation,  they  forfook  the  eaft  fide 
and  withdrew  to  the  weft.     Many  generations  afterward,   the  Slculi 
came  from  Italy,  and  took  poffeflion  of  the  lands  which  the  S'lcani  had 
left :  but,  as  they  continued  to  extend  themfelves  and  the  frontiers  of 
each  were  ravaged,   frequent  wars  arofe  between  them ;  till  the  two 
people  concluded  a  treaty,  by  which  their  refpedive  boundaries  were 
i^ttled.     In  later  times,  Greek  colonies  arrived,  and  built  cities  on  the 
fea  coaft.     Intercourfe  occafioned  the  Greek  manners  and  language 
finally  to  prevail ;  and  the  people  were  then  called  SicUiaus  ■\.     Thefe 
Greek  colonies  I  ftiall  occafionally  mention. 

Thucydides  tells  us  that  the  Phoenicians  likewife  had  fcattered  fettle- 
ments  over  all  Sicily ;  and  that  they  preferred  the  promontories,   and 

fmall-. 

*  Vol.  i.  lib.  V.  p.  334. 

t  The  Ziculty  "LineKoi,  by  accurate  writers,  are  not  confounded  with  the  Sicilians^  Sixr- 
Xmrai-y  which  laft  epithet  is  only  applied  to  the  Greeks,  who  inhabited  Sicily.  Their 
colonies,  of  which  Diodorus  fpealts  above,  arrived  many  centuries,  fix  or  fev2n  at  the 
leaft,  after  the  arrival  of  theSiculiin  the  ifiand.  Naxus,  the  firft  of  thefe  colonies,  was 
inhabited  by  the  Greeks  feven  hundred  and  thirty -three  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  : 
as  was  Syracufethe  following  year.    The  more  ancient  Greeks^  who  fettled  in  Sicily  after 

the 
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fmall  neighbouring  illands,  as  the  bed  adapted  for  their  trade  with  the 
Sicidi.  After  the  arrival  of  numerous  Greek  colonies,  the  Phoenicians 
abandoned  moft  of  their  fettlements,  and  retired  to  Motya,  Soloris, 
or  Solus,  the  prefent  Solanto,  and  to  Paiiormiis,  the  modern  Pale^'wo^ 
near  the  Elymi ;  depending  upon  their  alliance  with  this  people,  and 
their  vicinity  to  Carthage  :  becaufe  this  city  was  a  Phoenician  colony; 
and  on  the  Elymi  no  doubt  becaufe  they  were  Trojans  by  defcent,  and 
confidered  as  the  natural  enemies  of  the  Greeks. 

When  the  Carthaginians  were  in  poffeffion  of  large  tradls  of  the 
north  and  weft  parts  of  Sicily,  their  three  principal  places  v»^ere  Motya^ 
Solaris,  and  Panormus.  Probably  they  were  ceded  to  them  by  the 
Tyricms,  in  confequence  of  advantageous  commercial  ftipulations : 
for  commerce  was  the  delight  of  the  latter;  while  the  Carthagi- 
nians delighted  to  govern,  as  well  as  to  trade.  It  is  certain  that  the 
Phoenicians  were  not  expelled  by  the  power  of  the  Carthaginians ; 
becaufe  thefe  towns  remained  in  friendly  alliance  wuth  their  parent 
city,   Tyre, 

By  the  firft  Punic  war,  the  Carthaginians  were  deprived  of  their 
territories  in  Sicily ;  and  by  the  fecond  they  likewife  loft  Syracufe : 
from  which  period  the  whole  ifland  became  a  Roman  province. 

On  the  partition  of  the  Roman  empire,  Sicily  became  fubjed  to  the 
Emperors  of  the  Eaft.  The  ifland  was  conquered  by  Gcnferick,  King 
of  the  Vandals ;  and  recovered  by  Belifarius,  for  Juftinian.  Before  the 
middle  of  the  ninth  century,  it  v^as  feized  on  by  the  Saracens ;  w^ho, 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  afterward,  in  the  year  1070,  were 
expelled  by  the  leaders  of  the  Normans,  the  two  brothers,  Robert  Guif- 
card  and  Roger:  or  Ruggisro.     Roger  the  Second,  in  the  year  1 130, 

the  Trojan  war,  are  not  underflood  by  .indent  writers,  when  they  fpeak  of  Greek  colo- 
nies, or  Sicilians.  From  the  Siculi,  the  ifland  took  and  maintained  the  name  of  Skilia 
among  the  Romans,  or  Sikelia  among  the  Greeks.  We  (hould  no  more  confound  the 
Siculi  with  the  Sicilians  than  the  ItaJi,  Iray.ot,  with  the  Italians:  IraT^iuirxi.  The  firft  were 
the  natives  of  the  country,  whom  the  Greeks  called  Barbarians  \  while  their  epithet  for 
their  o\n  n  colonies  in  Italy  was  Italians, 

took 
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took  the  title  of  King ;  and  reigned  over  Sicily,  and  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples.  Conftantia,  the  daughter  of  William  the  Firft,  brought  it  as  a 
bridal  portion  to  the  German  Emperor,  Elenry  the  Sixth.  From  them 
it  devolved  on  their  fon,  Frederick ;  w^ho,  among  our  Emperors,  is 
known  as  Frederick  the  Second.  It  was  thus  that  Sicily  was  inherited 
by  the  houfe  of  Swabia. 

After  the  death  of  Conrad  the  Fourth,  who  w^as  the  fon  of  Frede- 
rick, Manfred,  Frederick's  natural  fon,  feized  on  the  two  kingdoms  • 
and  Pope  Urban  the  Fourth,  and  after  him  Clement  the  Fourth,  con- 
ferred both  the  crowns  on  Charles  of  Anjou,  brother  of  the  French 
King,  Lewis  the  Ninth.  Charles  rendered  himfelf  odious,  and  the 
people  invited  Conrad,  whom  the  Italians  call  Corradhio^  the  fon  of  the 
Emperor  Conrad  the  Fourth,  to  taJ:e  pofTeiTion  of  the  throne  of  his 
fathers  ;  and  Conrad  was  killed  by  Charles  at  Taglia  co%-zo ;  a  little  town 
in  the  province  of  Abru%%a  oltra.  Frederick  of  Auftria,  his  friend  and 
coufm,  was  imprifoned  *.  Conradin  had  fled,  difguifed  as  a  follower 
of  the  camp,  to  Aftura ;  where  he  w^ent  on  board  a  boat,  and  promifed 
the  boatman  his  ring,  becaufe  he  had  no  money,  if  he  w^ould  bring 
him  to  Pifa.  This  ring,  with  the  noble  appearance  and  youthful  beauty 
of  Conradin,  made  him  remarked  by  the  man ;  who  betrayed  him  to 
Charles,  by  whom  he  was  fent  to  Naples,  and  who,  with  the  confent  of 
the  Pope,  condemned  Conradin  and  Frederick  of  Auftria  to  death.. 
Frederic  was  firft  beheaded  ;  and  Conradin,  taking  the  head  from  the 
ground,  affedionately  kifled  it,  and  followed  his  friend.  Charles  and 
his  Holinefs  were  playing  at  chefs,  when  the  news  of  the  executioa 
was  brought  them,  and  finiftied  their  game  undifturbed. 

The  mother  of  Conradin  was  on  board  a  veflel,  lying  at  the  ifland 
of  Capri,  when  her  fon  was  condemned.  She  fet  fail  to  purchafe  his 
pardon,  landed  at  Naples,  and  heard  of  his  death. 

Charles  governed  with  defpotic  caprice  ;  and  the  French,  with  whom- 
lie  inundated  the  country,  committed  every  crime  of  voluptuoufnefs,^ 

*  Fazello. 

oppreflionj. 
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ODprefTion,  and  cruelty.  John  of  Procida,  a  man  of  an  enterprifmg 
fpirlt,  who  had  been  grofsly  injured  by  the  French  in  the  perfon  of  his 
%vife,  made  himfeh^  the  chief  of  a  confpiracy.  He  travelled,  difguifed 
Jike  a  monk,  to  Gonflantinople,  to  the  Greek  Emperor,  Michael  Pale- 
olo^us  to  Pone  Nicholas  the  Third,  and  to  Peter  King  of  Arragon,  to 
whom  t!ie  conipirators  offered  the  crown  of  Sicily.  Peter  was  allied  to 
the  houfe  of  Swabia,  by  his  marriage  with  Conftantia,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Manfred,  and  who  day  and  night  excited  him  to  revenge 
the  wront^s  committed  on  the  race  of  Hohenjlcuifen.  Michael  Paleologus 
and  the  Pope,  who  both  hated  Charles  of  Anjou,  gave  ear  to  Procida, 
and  promifed  to  favour  Peter. 

John  made  feveral  journeys,  always  under  the  fame  difguife,  from 
one  ©f  thefe  Princes  to  the  other:  but  the  death  of  the  Pope  and  the 
eledion  of  Martin  the  Fourth,  who  was  ftrongly  in  favour  of  the 
French,  appeared  to  render  the  execution  of  the  plan  impoflible. 
Peter  however  armed,  and  anfwered  the  nuncio  of  the  Pope,  who 
queftioned  him  on  the  fubje(St,  "  I  would  burn  my  fliirt,  if  it  knew 
*'  my  fecrets.'* 

Procida,  in  the  mean  while,  engaged  the  grandees  of  Sicily  in  this 
dreadful  confpiracy;  and,  on  the  third  day  of  Fafter,  in  the  year  1282, 
which  happened  on  the  30th  of  March,  while  the  bell  was  tolling  to 
vefpers,  the  French  were  all  murdered. 

This  day  is  an  everlafting  ftain  to  both  nations.  It  is  true  that  the 
French  had  rendered  themfelves  detefted :  but  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  maflacred,  fparing  neither  fex  nor  age,  was  no  lefs  hateful 
than  were  the  crimes  they  had  committed. 

Fazello,  a  good  Sicilian  hiflorian  of  the  fixteenth  century,  from  whom 
I  have  extraded  thefe  particulars,  adds  that  he  had  followed  the  com- 
mon opinion  in  his  narrative :  but  that,  according  to  other  accounts, 
which  he  had  difcovered  in  various  annals  and  royal  documents,  this 
fanguinary  bufmefs  was  not  the  confequence  of  a  long  confpiracy,  but 
apparently  the  work  of  chance.     Several  of  the  people  of  Palermo,  on 

4  the 
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the  third  day  of  Eader,  as  they  were  going  to  a  church  near  the  town, 
were  attacked  by  the  French ;  who  fearched  the  clothes  of  men  and 
women,  on  the  pretence  of  their  having  arms  concealed.  The  French 
on  this  occafion  indulged  themfelves  in  vile  excefles,  committed  on  the 
women  and  young  virgins ;  and  one  of  them,  whofe  name  was  Drofetlo, 
having  thruft  his  hand  into  the  bofom  of  a  noble  matron,  was  ftoned 
by  the  already  highly  enraged  people  of  Palermo,  whofe  concourfe  was 
great.  The  rage  of  the  people  continued  and  increafed,  till  the  French 
were  entirely  exterminated :  firfl  in  Palermo,  and  afterward  thrcueh 
the  whole  iiland. 

If  this  account  be  true,  and  it  is  faid  to  be  founded  on  good  autho- 
rity, John  of  Procida  may  then  be  reckoned  among  thofe  great  men 
who  have  freed  their  country  from  the  yoke  of  foreign  defpotifm. :  but, 
if  he  had  any  part  in  a  maflacre  which  fpared  neither  fex  nor  age,  it 
muft  be  allowed  that  his  great  qualities  were  fuUied  by  the  worfl  of 
crimes. 

Peter  of  Arragon  became  King  of  Sicily ;  and,  when  Johanna  the 
Second,  Queen  of  Naples,  in  the  year  1420,  adopted  Alphonfus  the 
Fifth  King  of  Arragon,  Sicily  was  again  in  his  perlbn  united  to  Naples. 
But,  as  the  houfe  of  Anjou  made  new  pretenfions,  Johanna,  being  dif-.  . 
fatisfied  with  Alphonfus,  adopted  Lewis  of  Anjou  in  his  ftead  ;  and, 
at  her  death,  bequeathed  the  crown  to  his  brother,  Renatus  of  Anjou. 

The  Kings  of  Arragon  remained  in  pofleffion  of  the  two  kingdoms  ; 
till,  at  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  after  the  death  of  Ferdinand 
the  Second,  his  paternal  uncle,  Frederick  of  Arragon  was  robbed  of  the 
crown  by  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  King  of  Spain,  and  Lewis  the 
Twelfth,  King  of  France.  The  monarchs  divided  the  two  kingdoms  ; 
but  Ferdinand  foon  acquired  the  fovereignty  both  of  Naples  and  Sicily. 
.  From  this  time,  thefe  countries  remained  above  tv/o  hundred  years 
under  the  dominion  of  Spain  ;  till,  during  the  war  of  the  faccefiion,  in 
the  year  1 707,  an  Imperial  army  feized  on  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  in  the 
name  of  King  Charles  the  Third  ;  who  afterward  became  Emperor, 
under  the  title  of  Charles  the  Sixth.  ' 

Vol.  II.  Ff  At 
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At  the  peace  of  171 3,  Sicily  was  ceded  by  France  to  Vidor  Ama- 
ileus  the  Second,  Duke  of  Savoy:  by  whom  it  was  held  till  the  year 
1718  ;  when  he  refigned  it  to  the  Emperor,  Charles  the  Sixth,  in  ex- 
change for  Sardinia.  During  the  five  years  that  it  was  under  the 
government  of  Savoy,  Sicily  was  provided  with  many  wife  laws,  and 
noble  inilitutions. 

In  the  year  1734,  Don  Carlos,  Infant  of  Spain,  became  pofTefled 
of  both  kingdoms,  in  confequence  of  the  battle  of  Bitonto  ;  and  tv/o 
years  afterward  they  w^ere  ceded  to  him  and  his  fucc-effbrs,  by  the 
Emperor. 

In  the  year  1759,  Don  Carlos  declared  bis  fon,  Ferdinand  the  Fourth, 
King  of  Naples  and  Sicily  :  he  having  himfelf  fucceeded  to  the  throne 
of  Spain.  Ferdinand,  who  is  the  prefent  King,  acceded  to  the  govern- 
ment in  the  year  1762.  The  memory  of  Don  Carlos  is  revered  ia 
both  kingdoms ;  and  a  traveller  every  where  finds  proofs  of  his  wife 
precautions,  in  behalf  of  the  fafety,  convenience,  and  profperity,  of  the. 
people. 

A  complete  hiftory  of  Sicily  is  no  part  of  my  plan  :  but,  as  it  appears 
to  me  that  a  brief  account  of  the  individual  towns  of  an  illand,  which 
has  been  the  theatre  of  fo  many  events,  might  be  ufeful,  I  imagine  that 
an  abftrad  of  the  hiftory  of  the  country  will  not  be  thought  fuperfluous. 

On  the  27th,  we  fet  fail  from  Reggio  to  Meffina.  The  fituation  of 
this  town  is  univerfaliy  and  juftly  celebrated  for  its  beauty.  It  is  built 
facing  the  bay,  and  is  covered  by  mountains  ;  the  intermingling  heights 
and  depths  of  v/hich  alFord  traces  that  appear  to  denote  great  convul- 
fions.  The  bay,  extending  to.  the  right,  fromfouth  fouth-weft  to  north 
north-eaft,  is  in  the  Ihape  of  a  fickle,  and  the  cape  curves  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  almoft  to  enclofe  the  haven.  On  the  point  of  this  cape 
there  is  a  high  lighthoufe.  Diodorus  mentions  a  tradition,  according 
to  which  the  fabulous  Orion,  at  the  requeft  of  Zanclus,  an  ancient 
king  of  this  place,  is  faid  to  have  formed  the  haven  by  throwing  up 
a  dam  *. 

^  Diod.  vol.  i.lib.  iv.  p.  3.27. 
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Whether  it  be,  as  Diodorus  fays,  that  Meffina  in  early  ages  was 
(balled  Zajiclc^  after  this  King,  or  as  Thucydides  alTerts,  after  the  word 
Zanclojt^  which  in  the  language  of  the  Sicidi  was  the  name  of  a  fickle, 
in  either  cafe  the  antiquity  of  the  town  is  proved. 

According  to  Thucydides,  its  firft  Greek  poffeffors  were  pirates,  front 
Cum^  in  Campania ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  originally  came  from 
Cbatch^  in  Kiihcea.  Its  territories  were  afterward  pofTefied  by  the 
Chalcidenfes,  and  other  people  of  Euboea.  Thefe  were  baniHied  by  the 
Saifiii,  and  other  lonians -,  who,  flying  before  the  Perfians,  landed  in 
Sicily  *. 

Herodotus  relates  this  ftory  with  circumftances  that  may  ferve  to 
throw  a  light  over  ages  which  we,  from  our  love  for  the  ancients,  are 
prone  to  rate  too  highly. 

'*  When  Darius,  the  fon  of  Hyftafpes,  wlilied  to  fubdue  the  iflands 
"  of  Greece,  and  the  people  of  Samos  faw  that  they  could  not  refift  his 
"  power,  they  determined  to  leave  their  country.     About  this  time  the 
"  people  of  Zancle  fent  ambafladors  to  the  people  of  lonia^  inviting 
"  them  to  found  an  Ionian  town  on   their  charming  fliores.     Thefe 
"  charming  fh-ores,  as   they  were  called,  belonged  to  the  Skull ;  and 
*'  lay  on  that  part  of  the  ifland  which  was  facing  the  Tyrrhenian  feaf. 
"  The  Safuii  were  properly  lonians;  and,  being  joined  by  the  Milcfii^ 
"  who  efcaped  from  Miletus  after  it  had  been  deftroyed  by  the  Perfians, 
"  accepting  the  invitation,   failed  for  Sicily.      When  they  had  arrived 
"  in  the  country  of  the  Epizephyrian  Locri,  at  the  time  that  the  people 
"  of  Zancle,  led  by  their  King  Scythes,  were  befieging  a  city  of  the 
*'  Siculi,  which  they  intended  to  deftroy,  the  Samii  were  perfuadedj  by 
"  Anaxileus  the  tyrant  of  Rhegium,  who  was  the  enemy  of  Zancle,  to 
"  think  no  more  of  the  charming  fliores,  but  to  feize  upon  Zancle  now 
"  that  the  men  were  abfent:  and  the  Samii  followed  his  advice. 

*  Thuc.  p.  380. 

t  Toward  the  north,  between  ISIeHlna  and  Palermo. 
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"  As  foon  as  the  people  of  Zancle  heard  that  their  city  was  thus  pof^ 
"  feffed,  they  haftened  to  require  aid  of  Hippocrates,  the  tyrant  of  Gela ; 
"  who  took  Scythes,  the  ruler  of  Zancle,  and  his  brother,  Pythogenes, 
*'  put  them  in  fetters,  and  fent  them  both  to  the  city  of  Liycum.  The 
*'  reft  of  the  citizens  of  Zancle  he  betrayed  to  the  Samii ;  for  which  he 
"  had  the  half  of  the  flaves,  the  chattels  of  the  city,  and  likewife  thofe 
"  of  the  territory.  Moft  of  the  people  of  Zancle  he  kept  as  flaves ;  but 
"  furrendered  three  hundred  of  the  chief  of  them  to  the  Samii,  to  be 
"  flrangled  :  which  cruelty  the  Samii  forbore  to  perpetrate*." 

According  to  Thucydides,  the  Samii  were  expelled  by  Anaxileus : 
but  this  does  not  contradid  the  account  of  Herodotus.  The  compads 
of  the  wicked  have  no  bond,  but  their  common  intereft. 

Thucydides  adds  that,  after  Anaxileus  had  driven  out  the  Samii,  he 
called  the  city  MeiTma:  becaufe  he  came  from  the  country  of  Mejfema^in 
Peloponnefusf .  Anaxileus  died  in  the  firft  year  of  the  76th  Olympiad, 
475  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  continuing  till  death  the  tyrant  of 
Rhegium  and  Zancles.  Mycithus,the  tutor  of  his  children,  honourably 
governed  in  their  name  :  but  the  fons  of  Anaxileus,  when  they  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  government  themfelves,  were  expelled  by  the  people 
of  Zancle  and  Rhegium,  who  both  afferted  their  freedom  J. 

Tuft  before  the  Peloponnefian  war,  a  party  in  the  divided  Meffina 
called  in  the  Locri ;  who  continued  for  fome  time  in  pofrefTion  of  the 
city,  but  were  afterward  expelled. 

Under  the  elder  Dionyfius,  MeflTuia  was  taken  and  deftroyed  by  the 
Carthaginians  ;  and  again  re-peopled  by  Dionyfms.  It  then  groaned 
under  the  yoke  of  two  tyrants  ;  Hipparcus,  and  Hippo.  Timoleon 
the  Corinthian,  who  was  always  vidorious  and  always  the  vidor  of 
freedom,  beftov/ed  the  bleflings  of  liberty  on  Meffina.  It  was  likewife 
difturbed  by  Agathocles,  the  tyrant  of  Sicily ;  and  was  afterward  con- 
quered by  the  people  of  Campania,  from  Mamertum,  and  many  of  the 

♦  Herod,  lib.  vi.  no.  22,  23.  fThuc.  lib.  vi.  p.  380.  X  Died.  vol.  i, 

p.  44^^?  4545  4<5i. 
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citizens  were  mafiacred.  The  Carthaginians  and  Hiero  the  Second, 
King  of  Syracufe,  marched  againft  the  affailants  ;  and  the  people  of 
Mamertum  afked  and,  to  the  eternal  fhame  of  Rome,  obtained  aid  of 
the  Romans,  which  gave  occafion  to  the  firft  Punic  war. 

Under  the  Roman  dominion,  Meflina  long  enjoyed  peace.  The  ra- 
pacious Prastor,  Verres,  fpared  this  city  ;  which  difgraced  itfelf  by  fur- 
nifliing  him  with  a  fhip,  for  the  tranfportation  of  the  wealth  he  had 
acquired  by  plunder.  In  the  war  between  Odavianus  and  Sextus  Pom- 
peius,  MeiTina  took  part  with  the  latter. 

It  was  not  till  two  hundred  years  *  after  the  Saracens  had  been  pof- 
felTed  of  Sicily  that  they  could  gain  poflellion  of  this  place ;  into  which 
they  carried  fire  and  fword,  and  where  they  only  remained  two  years. 
The  nobles  of  Meffina  invited  the  Norman  chiefs,  who  drove  the  Sa- 
racens out  of  Sicily.  In  the  year  1060,  Meflina  was  taken  by  Roger, 
Count  of  Calabria  ;  who,  after  the  conqueft  of  the  ifland,  called  him- 
felf  Count  of  Calabria  and  Sicily. 

Aft^r  the  Sicilian  vefpers,  Meflina  once  more  endured  a  fevere  fiege 
from  Charles  of  Anjou.  Young  and  old,  layman  and  prieft:,  united 
to  oppofe  this  enemy;  by  w^hofe  pride  they  had  been  opprefl^ed, 
and  whofe  enflamed  rage  they  dreaded.  The  noble  matrons  afforded 
an  example  to  the  women,  took  part  in  defence  of  their  country,  and, 
difagreeable  as  it  may  be  to  fee  this  gentle  fex  forgetful  of  their  fine 
fenfations,  and  negleding  their  houfehold  duties,  regardlefs  of  fear  or 
fhame  to  mingle  thus  among  contending  multitudes,  yet,  in  this  cafe, 
they  mufl:  not  be  fo  condemned  :  for  there  w\is  no  injury,  no  difgrace, 
which  they  might  not  jufl:ly  dread  from  a  cruel  and  licentious  foe, 
whofe  lafcivious  excefs  would  have  been  exercifed  upon  them  and 
their  children.  They  fupplied  their  hufbands,  fathers,  brothers,  and 
fons,  with  arms  and  ftones  ;  carried  them  refrefliing  beverage,  and  pre- 
fented  the  infants  at  their  bofom,  exhorting  them  to  pity  and  protedl 

*  Fazello  :  the  end  of  the  fixth  book. 
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'  the  helplefs  and  the  innocent.     The  citizens  heard,  and  coura'geoufly 
defended  themfelves,  till  Peter  of  Arragon  came  to  their  relief*. 

The  Kings  of  Arragon  were  as  kind  to  Meflina  as  were  the  Kings 
of  the  Norman  race ;  by  whom  it  had  been  efpecially  favoured.  la 
the  year  1673,  when  Charles  the  Second  governed,  Meffina  was  dif- 
turbed  by  factions  ;  One  of  which  was  fo  mad  as  to  betray  the  town  to 
Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  by  whom  however  it  could  not  be  maintained. 

It  was  feverely  chaftifed  by  Spain.  The  King  deprived  it  of  its  pri- 
vileges, and  the  council  of  its  former  authority.  The  city  fell  to  decay; 
but  it  once  more  recovered  under  Vidor  Amadeus  the  Second. 

In  the  year  1741,  Meflina  was  dreadfully  vifited  by  the  plague; 
which  was  foon  followed  by  a  deftrudive  kind  of  fmall  pox.  At  this 
time,  the  population  was  reduced  from  about  feventy  to  twenty  thou- 
fand  fouls.  It  is  affirmed  that,  in  the  laft  century,  it  contained  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  inhabitants. 

It  was  half  deftroyed  in  1783,  by  the  earthquake:  but  it  has  in 
great  part  been  rebuilt,  and  the  ftreets  are  now  more  fpacious  and 
handfome.  Their  houfes  are  palaces  :  yet  they  have  wifely  built  them 
only  two  ftories  high,  from  the  fear  of  future  fhocks;  when  the  higheft 
houfes  are  always  in  the  greateft  danger.  The  earthquake,  in  general, 
deftroyed  only  the  upper  ftories ;  the  lower  parts  of  the  building  were 
moft  of  them  left  ftanding.  Experience  has  taught  that  this  is  fre- 
quently the  cafe  :  for  which  reafon  thofe  people  who  can  preferve  their 
prefence  of  mind,  amid  terror  fo  fudden,  feek  fafety  under  the  doors, 
and  windows,  rather  than  in  the  ftreet. 

The  undermoft  ftories  of  the  new  houf^^s  are  built  upon  arcades,  in 
moft  of  which  there  are  ftiops. 

The  earthquake  ha'd  the  fame  efFe(ft  here  on  the  women  as  in  Scylla. 
Some,  who  had  been  fixteen  or  eighteen  years  married  and  childlefs, 
conceived  and  brought  forth.     Of  thofe  who  were  pregnant,  when  the 

*  Fazello  :  the  end  of  the  eighth  book. 
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terror  of  the  fhocks  felzed  them,  none  mifcarried.  I  yefterday  con- 
verfed  with  a  woman  of  Naples,  who  has  much  courage  and  animation, 
who  was  pregnant  when  her  houfe  was  thrown  down,  and  who  re- 
mained fixty-fivc  nights  without  a  bed  to  fleep  in.  This  too  was  from 
the  5th  of  February  ;  yet  fhe  was  deUvered,  at  her  proper  time,  of  ^ 
healthy  child,  and  was  well  herfelf. 

The  Palaxafdy  which,  following  the  gentle  curvings  of  the  fhore, 
was  built  the  whole  length  of  the  city,  muft  have  been  the  moft  beau- 
tiful ftrudlure  of  its  kind.  It  confifted  of  a  row  of  fmiilar  palaces,  that 
were  four  ftories  high ;  and  its  prefent  ruins  are  fufficient  proofs  of  its 
former  grandeur. 

The  reafon  that  it  has  not  been  rebuilt  is  the  defire  of  the  King  that 
it  fhould  be  as  high  as  before  ;  from  a  fuppofition  that  it  protected  the 
haven  againft  the  wind  :  but  the  citizens,  taught  by  experience,  dreaded 
a  building  of  four  ftories  high.  They  were  certainly  right ;  and,  fhould 
the  King  at  laft  accomplifli  his  often  intended  and  as  often  difap- 
pointed  vifit  to  Sicily,  his  own  eye  would  convince  him  that  the  haven^ 
proteded  as  it  is  by  the  mountains  immediately  behind  the  city,  has 
no  occafion  of  any  fhelter  from  the  wind  w^hich  the  palaces  could 
afford. 

This  haven,  which  Charles  the  Sixth  made  a  free  port,  Is  certainly 
one  of  the  fineft  in  Europe..  The  long  and  broad  open  place,  between 
the  Pala%ata  and  the  fea,  ferves  the  inhabitants  as  a  walk  ;  from  which 
there  is  a  grand  profped  toward  the  Faro,  and  the  coaft  of  Calabria. 
A  grove  of  elms  and  poplars  is  planted  here,  which  extends  to  the  femi- 
circular  cape.  At  the  extremity  of  this  wood  the  citadel  is  built ;  and 
in  the  middle  cf  the  haven  the  great  light-houfe  and  the  Lazaretto^ 
where  the  mariners  that  come  from  the  Levant  perform  quarantine*. 

The 

*  This  reftraint  of  performing  quarantine,  which  is  not  always  of  forty  days  duration, 
but  is  fhortened  according  to  circumflances  and  feldom  increafed,  is  fo  injurious  to  the 
trade  of  the  Levant  as  frequently  to  be  its  deftru^lion,     Whac  gain  can  the  merchant 
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The  citadel  was  built  foon  after  Meflina  was  again  in  the  pofl'efflon  of 
Spain,  when  it  had  refigned  itfelf  to  Lev\^is  the  Fourteenth.  There  is 
likewife  a  ftrong  fortrefs  on  the  extreme  point  of  the  fickle,  or  cape ; 
^nd  the  city  is  overlooked  and  defended  by  three  others. 
#  The  mountains  which  rife  behind  MefFma  in  the  form  of  a  half 
moon,  belong  to  the  mountains  which  the  ancients  fometimes  called 
Feloriiim^  and  fometimes  the  mountains  of  Neptime,  They  extend 
from  'Taonm?ia  to  Capo  di  Faro. 

Early  yefterday,  we  took  boat  at  the  haven  and  went  to  the  great 
light-houfe  ;  by  the  fide  of  which  is  the  whirlpool,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
Charybdis  of  Homer  :  the  whirlpool  of  Capo  di  Faro  having  been  over- 
looked. Both  of  thefe  whirlpools  are  occalioned  by  the  conteft  that 
happens,  when  the  winds  and  currents  oppofe  each  other.  Our  fea- 
men  were  well  acquainted  with  the  other  whirlpool,  and  faid  it  was 
much  the  ftrongeft  ;  becaufe  the  ftrait  there  was  much  the  fmalleft. 

The  Agrumi  are  as  excellent,  in  the  gardens  of  Meffina,  as  they  are 
at  PvCggio.  The  fweet  kind  of  citron,  which  is  called  valcnziana^  is  as 
large  as  a  fmall  melon.  There  is  likewife  a  kind  of  citron  here,  and  in 
Calabria,  which  is  nearly  round,  but  fuddenly  pointed  at  the  end. 
This  too  is  a  fweet  fort,  is  more  odoriferous  than  the  other,  and  is 
called  limonella  di  Spag^ia  :  the  little  Spanifh  lemon* 

MefTina  trades  largely  in  the  produds  of  the  ifland  ;  which  is  fo 
bountifully  gifted  by  nature.  The  principal  articles  are  corn,  oil,  wine, 
filk,  raw  and  wrought,  fruits,  and  pot  afli. 

The  prefent  populatioa  of  Meflina,  according  to  different  accounts, 

receive  who  is  obliged  to  keep  his  whole  crew  inailive  at  the  Lazaretto^  or  in  a  veflel 
befide  the  Lazaretto^  from  a  fortnight  to  five  and  fix  weeks  ?  The  Venetians  reckon  the 
quarantine  fronn  the  day  on  whicli  the  fhip  left  the  place  fufpedled  of  the  plague  ;  which 
is  evidently  more  rational.  It  is  alleged  that  the  feamen  might  have  had  intercourfe  with 
infected  people  :  but  <:an  no  dependance  be  placed  on  the  uniform  teflimony  of  the 
crew  ?  Could  no  penalty  be  inflicted,  on  falfehood,  which  they  neither  all  would  wifli 
nor  all  would  dare  to  incur  ;  and  by  which  prevarication  would  not  only  be  attended  with 
Ihame  but  punifliment  ? 

is 
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13  eftimated  at  leafl  to  be   fix-and-thirty  thoufand.     Tl\e  air  is  very- 
healthy  ;  and,  compared  to  the  reft  of  Sicily,  is  cool. 


Wi 
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Palermo,  5th  June  1792. 

E  left  Meffina  early  on  the  31ft  of  May,  and  foon  came 
to  the  fteep  winding  road  of  a  mountain,  which  the  ancients  called 
Eufiesy  and  Senes^,  Like  the  neighbouring  country,  it  is  covered 
with  broom,  brulhwood,  and  fern  ;  and  would  afford  little  pleafure 
were  it  not  that,  on  one  fide,  there  is  a  profped:  from  it  toward  the 
fea  and  Meffina,  whofe  circular  bay  and  cape  are  remarkably  charm- 
ing, which  atones  for  the  barren  uniformity  of  the  other  fide. 

We  left  this  height  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fea,  and  foon  came 
to  a  diflrid  in  which  the  induftry  of  the  people  appears  "to  vie  with  the 
excellence  of  the  foil.  Among  the  tall  grain  flood  the  mulberry,  the 
fig,  and  the  pomegranate  tree,  as  high  as  any  that  we  had  feen  in  the 
fmeft  parts  of  Calabria.  A4any  people  were  employed  in  flripping  the 
leaf  from  the  mulberry  tree.  Like  the  wife  provifion  made  for  the 
camel,  v/hich  kneeling  while  it  is  loaded  has  a  peculiar  fkin  to  guard 
the  knee,  and  the  back  of  which,  that  it  may  bear  the  better,  is  gifted 
with  a  kind  of  natural  faddle,  io  the  grovv^th  of  the  mulberry  tree, 
which  here  is  uncommonly  large,  forms  itfelf  in  a  manner  that  women 
and  children  can  eafily  climb  to  its  topmoft  boughs.  The  filk-worm 
will  now  foon  begin  to  fpin  ^  and  they  give  it  leaves  in  plenty,  that  its 
produce  may  be  the  greater.  Both  the  kingdoms  have  two  annual 
iiarvefts  of  filk  ;  an  early,  and  a  late.     The  early  filk  worm   fpins  at 

*  Cluv.  Sic.  Ant. 
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the  end  of  Mav,  or  the  beguming  ofjune  :  the  late  at  the  end  of  July. 
The  filk  of  the  laft  is  the  iineft.  The  cukiire  of  filk  was  not  introduced 
to  Italy  and  Sicily  by  the  ancients. 

The  fig  tree  here  attains  a  great  fize.     I  favv  a  large  flock  of  iheep 
lie  at  their  eafe  under  the  fliade  of  a  fingle  tree. 

We  favv  bailey  reaped.  Other  barley,  nay  and  oat  fields  were  already 
ao-ain  prepared,  and  fowed  with  Turkilh  wheat  (maize)  which  they 
here  call  graiio  d'hidia^  Indian  corn,  and  grajio?ie,  or  great  corn.  We 
law  grain  of  this  kind,  in  fome  fields,  which  already  was  half  an  ell 
hi^^h.  The  earth  was  turned  and  the  clods  broken  with  the  hoe,  as 
well  on  thefe  fields  that  were  again  fowed  as  on  thofe  that  had  been 
lately  ploughed.  It  is  a  troubleforae  labour,  but  much  more  ufeful 
than  our  harrow  ;  the  ufe  of  which,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  is  unknown  in 
Naples  and  Sicily'-^  The  rye,  which  here  as  in  Italy  is  called  gra?to 
Ge7-tnano,  or  German  corn,  is  ready  for  the  fickle.  Befide  the  kinds  of 
wheat  known  to  us,  there  are  feveral  others  here,  of  which  I  mean  to 
be  better  informed.  Moft  of  the  wheat  and  the  rye  are  fown  in  Fe- 
bruary, and  reaped  in  June. 

The  fields  in  general  are  planted  with  the  Indian  fig  :  ca&us  opuntia. 
This  remarkable  plant  is  at  prefent  ornamented  with  yellow  flowers. 
The  trees  of  the  two  fexes  are  different :  the  male  is  armed  with  large 
prickles,  but  the  fruit  of  the  female  is  preferred.  They  grow  to  fuch  a 
height  that  horfemen  may  ride  under  them.  In  order  to  propagate 
them,  you  need  but  bury  a  leaf  in  the  earth.  Thefe  leaves  ferve  not 
only  to  burn  (particularly  for  killing  the  filk  worm)  but  they  are  like- 
wife  roafted,  foaked,  and  given  to  the  hogs. 

In  the  Terra  d'Otranto  and  in  Calabria,  I  have  feen  a  particular 
kind  oi  folantim^  or  nightfiiade,  which  here  is  very  common.  The 
ftem  is  tolerably  high,  has  jagged  prickly  leaves,  bears  clear  violet 
flowers  with  a  yellow  horn  in  the  middle,  and  its  fruit  is  a  yellow  berry 

*  I  afterward  faw  a  harrow  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 

of 
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oF  the  fize  of  a  wild  apple  ;  which  heny  Is  full  of  kernels,  that  are 
nfed  In  medicine  as  a  healthful  diuretic,  although  the  fruit  Itfelf  is  poI- 
fonoiis.  Our  folaniim  dulcamara^  v^^hlch  grows  In  marihy  places  and 
fprings  with  tender  branches  clinging  to  other  ftems,  having  a  fmaller 
darker  coloured  violet  flower,  and  a  rather  arched  thin  yellow  horn, 
from  which  a  little  fhlnlng  red  berry  rifes,  appears  to  me  much  more 
beautiful  than  this  larger  kind.  It  Is  found  in  both  kingdoms  ;  but  more 
ieldom  than  in  the  north  of  Germany,  and  In  Denmark. 

The  numerous  wild  plants  and  flowers  which,  with  us,  require  the 
utmoft  care,  and  then  can  fcarcely  be  produced,  gratify  the  eye  In  a 
delightful  manner.  The  nanus,  from  Vv^hlch  the  celebrated  American 
oil  Is  extraded,  grows  In  great  quantities  befide  the  oleander.  The  arti- 
choke, the  licorice,  and  the  horned  yellow  poppy,  all  grow  wild.  The 
wholefome  quality  of  the  licorice  occafions  It  to  be  a  branch  of  trade. 
The  feamen  of  this  country  chew  the  licorice,  as  the  fallors  of  the 
north  do  tobacco. 

The  pralfe  which  Horace  has  befl:owed  upon  Tarentum  is  peculi- 
arly due  to  the  fouth  of  Italy,  and  Sicily ;  for  the  fpring  Is  long,  and 
the  winter  mild.  I  here  fl;Ill  faw  the  white  ornithogalum,  with  tender 
purple  ftripes,  and  the  elder  tree,  in  bloom  ;  both  of  which  I  had  feen 
blowing,  on  the  3d  of  February,  at  Terraciria.  Spring  and  fummer 
refide  together  In  the  fields,  bud  and  bear  on  the  fame  tree,  and  fome- 
times  extend  their  hofpitable  friendfhip  to  autumn.  What  a  country 
is  this  for  the  botanift,  who  here  may  find  unknown  plants  in  flower 
and  in  feed  at  the  fame  time  !  For  thefe  four  months,  I  have  continu- 
ally feen  the  orange  and  citron  tree,  bearing  their  aromatic  buds  and 
their  golden  fruit. 

On  my  firft  day's  journey  from  Meflina,  I  faw  a  grove  of  agnimi ; 
the  trees  of  which  excelled  In  fize  all   that  I  have  met  with  in  Italy 
nay  In  Sorento,  Taranto,  and  Reggio.     The  pomegranates  were  num- 
berlefs,  tall,  and  In  bloom  ;  and  the  beauty  of  their  flowers  is  no  where 
furpaflfcd.     The  charms  of  thefe  fmlllng  regions  are  increafed  by  the 

G  g  2  profped 
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profped  of  the  fea,  on-  one  fide,  and  of  lofty  mountains,  on  the  other.. 
Over  thefe-^tna  is  occafionally  feen  lordly  to  rife.  We  difcovered,  on 
the  right,  the  fmall  cape  on  which  Milazzo  ftands.  It  was  firft  buiic 
by  the  Melfcnii ;  and  its  ancient  Greek  name  was  Mylcs  :   Mu^.at. 

In  the  evening,  w^e  took  up  our  abode  with  a  canon  of  Pazzo  di 
Gotto ;  to  whom  we  had  a  letter,  and  who  received  us  kindly.  He  has 
a  large  garden,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  delights. 

On  the  I  ft  of  June,  we  pafTed  at  one  time  through  fruitful  planta- 
tions, and  at  another  along  the  fandy  fhore  of  the  fea ;  which  fand  itfelf 
produces  numberlefs  plants  :  particularly  the  yellov/  poppy,  and  the 
oleander.  About  noon,  we  afcended  the  m.ountain  Tindaro  ;  leaving 
the  monaftery  of  Santa  Maria  d'l  Tindaro  on  a  height,  by  the  fea  fide. 
Here  ftood  a  Greek  town,  which  was  founded  by  the  McJTcnii  in  the 
time  of  Dionyfnis,  the  tyrant  of  Syracufe.  Dionyilus  granted  them 
land  to  till,  and  they  called  the  town  Tyndaris ;  after  Tyndarus^  an  an- 
cient King  of  Sparta  ;  becaufe  they  maintained  that,  in  very  ancient 
times,  Meffina  had  appertained  to  Lacedemon'ia  *.  This  town  gained: 
great  refpedt.  Cicero  calls  it  a  very  noble  city  ;  and  its  people  the 
allies  and  friends  of  the  Romans.. 

On  the  left,  we  faw  the  mountain  caftle  of  the  little  town  oi 'Triply 
which  is  held  to  be  the   ancient  Greek  town  of  Abaci^07iy  the  Latin 
Ahacanum.      It  lies  on  the  river  Ollverl,  the  bed  of  w^hich   is  dry  in 
fummer.     We  pafled  it  juft  before  we  afcended  the   hill.     It  empties 
itfelf  into  the  iea,  below  the  promontory  of  Oliveri.     The  Greeks 

*  This  account,  from  Strabo,  contradifts  the  more  worthy  teftimony  of  Thucydides  ; 
according  to  whom  Meffina  was  a  colony  from  Chalcis-,  in  Eubcea^  was  firft  called  Zaticle,. 
and  had  the  name  of  MeJJena  given  it  by  the  tyrant  Anaxeieus :  becaufe  he  affirmed  he 
was  himfelf  of  .'W^w^w  origin.  Tyndarus  was  Kingof  Sparta,  the  huioand  of  Leda, , 
and  father  of  Caftor  and  Pollux,  Helena  and  Clytemneftra.  .  The  fable  fays  that  Zeus 
vifited  Leda  in  the  form  of  a  fwan  ;  and  that  Caftor  and  Helen  were  produced  from  two 
«ggs  :  Pollux  and  Clytemneftra  were  the  children  of  Tyndarus.  The  antiquity  of  this 
fable  is  great,  and  the  tale  is  differently  told:  Pollux  is  now  the  fon  of  Zeus,  and 
»ow  Caftor.     Homer  calls  Helen  the  daughter  of  Zeus  ;  fagacioufly  omitting  the  t^g. 

6.  called 
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eallecl  this  river  Helicon,  Mod  of  the  rivers  of  Sicily  are  dry  \\\  fum- 
mer,  or  reduced  to  very  flicillow  ftreams  :  but  to  travellers  in  winter 
they  are  ve"y  inconvenient,  and  often  dangerous. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  along  the  heights  of  the  promontory  of 
Carava ;  which,  though  fteep,  is  cultivated  for  the  vine  on  its  heights, 
and  corn  below.  Its  point  is  a  fteep  rock  ;  againft  which  the  waves 
break  and  foam.  We  proceeded  along  rough  paths  to  a  row  of  rocks, 
on  the  topmofl  of  w-hlch  a  tower  is  built.  Nature  here  has  formed  for 
herfelf  a  wall  of  rock  in  the  fea  ;  over  which  no  path  leads,  and  through 
which  a  hollow  way  has  neceflarily  been  cat.  This  place  is  called 
Torre  dl  C'lavoli  :  or  Caftello  di  Liago.  Here  I  met  with  as  beautiful 
a  valley  as  I  have  ever  beheld.     I  might  indeed  fay  the  moft  beautiful. 

We  went  to  a  little  fortrefs  called  Brolo^  which  belongs  to  the  Mar- 
chefe  Limgarlni.  We  had  a  letter  to  the  fteward  of  the  caftle,  given  us 
by  a  perfon  oiPo%%o  di  Gotto^  whofe  name  I  do  not  knov^,  who  had 
feen  nothing  of  us,  and  without  our  knowledge,  at  the  recjueil  of  our 
vetturhio. 

This  caftle  ftands  on  a  rock,  befide  a  gently  curving  bay  of  the  fea, 
tiiat  is  formed  by  two  promontories  :  the  Capo  Carava^  and  the  wide 
ftretching  Capo  d" Orlando,  The  neighbouring  valley  extends  toward 
the  fea,  and  is  furrounded  by  feveral  mountains  in  the  form  of  a  cref- 
cent.  Behind  the  iefter  heights  mountains  more  lofty  tower  ;  the  fides 
and  fummits  of  which  are  fhaded  with  foreft  trees  above,  and  with 
fruit  trees  and  vineyards  below.  Refreftied  by  the  mountain  winds 
and  the  fea  breezes,  the  valley  abounds  with  corn  fields,  gardens,  vine- 
yards, and  groves.  Here  grew  the  largeft  poplars  I  ever  met  wdth  ; 
and  there  a  clufter  of  mulberry  trees.  Gardens  feem  to  lofe  them- 
lelves  in  the  foft  and  balmy  lap  of  nature  ;  which  the  fcarceft  and  moft 
delightful  plants  and  flowers  of  our  greenhoufe,  fpontaneoufly  fcattered, 
render  enchanting,  and  perfume  the  air  ;  while  they  prefent  the  moft 
rapturous  variety  to  the  eye,  when,  having  contemplated  the  fublime 
profpeds  that  the  mountains  and  the  fea  afford,  it  is  in  need  of  this  repofe.. 

The^- 
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The  man  who,  after  the  aftonifliment  which  objects  fo  magical  excite, 
does  not  feek  this  relief,  and  does  not  thus  recruit  the  eye,  enabling  it 
again  comprehend vely  to  rife,  but  ill  underftands  the  fovereignty  of 
nature.  Here  the  changeable  objeds  and  forms  fupply  all  the  relief, 
all  the  repofe,  that  can  be  defuxd. 

The  wine  of  this  valley  is  generous.  Many  little  towns  are  built  on  the 
to'^s  of  the  hills.  The  profpedt  toward  thefea  is  ftill  farther  enlivened 
by  thehi<^h  Lipari  iilands.  The  eye  lofes  itfelf  among  the  mountains, 
between  which  lie  numerous  valleys,  and  dark  dales,  that,  from  their 
diftance  and  the  deep  mountain  fhadows,  appear  buried  in  night.  The 
rivers  Nafo  and  San  Angela  flow  on  the  two  fides  of  the  valley  toward 
the  fea. 

This  lovely  vale  is  called  Piano  dl  Brolo  :  or  the  plain  of  Brolo.  Ex- 
■clufive  of  its  other  advantages  and  charms,  it  abounds  in  clear  fprings  ; 
which,  with  the  fea  breeze  that  blows  from  the  north,  and  the  moun- 
tains that  protect  it  from  the  noon-day  heats,  preferve  in  it  the  cool- 
nefs  of  eternal  fpring. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  we  heard  the  nightingale  ;  among  the  blooming 
myrtles,  and  lofty  oaks,  of  the  mountain  Nafo.  We  foon  turned  our 
backs  on  the  promontory  of  Orlando*,  and  proceeded  for  fome  leagues, 
betw^een  the  fea  and  the  mountains,  among  valleys  w^hich  all  of  them 
were  fimilar  to  the  vale  of  Brolo,  The  heights  are  fhaded  with  forefts  ; 
and  their  fides  are  clothed  with  vineyards,  fruit-trees,  and  corn.  The 
whole  narrow  plain  is  bedecked  with  blooming  and  frudiferous  plants. 

*  Godofredo  of  Viterbo  affirms  that  this  promontory,  and  that  of  0/iveri,  were  called 
after  the  two  famous  knights  of  Charlemagne,  Orlando  and  Oliver  :  Sicily  being  the  laft 
theatre  of  their  fupernatural  feats.  His  Latin  verfes  are  in  the  tafte  of  the  middle  ages  ; 
a  tafte  which  has  extended  its  vitiated  uniformity  over  all  literature,  from  Portugal 
to  the  Poles,  from  Italy  to  the  kingdoms  of  the  North. 

Mons  ibijlat  magnus  \  qui  dicitur  ejfe  Rolandus^ 

Alter  Oliverius  \fnnUi  ratione  vocandus ; 

Hac  mevwatida  truces  I  cortjiituere  Duces. 

The 
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The  finning  waves  of  the  fea  broke  upon  the  fliore,  and  bold  projeding 
cliffs  added  to  its  beauty. 

The  chain  here  belongs  to  the  great  mountalus,  which  tlie  Greeks 
called  the  mountains  of  Here;  or  of  Juno*.  It  extends  in  length 
from  the  middle  of  the  illand  to  this  place ;  and  then  enlarges  in 
breadth  till  it  unites  with  the  Pelorus. 

Diodorus  Siculus  praifes  this  country  for  its  mountain  heights,  cool- 
ing airs,  frefh  fprings,  and  numerous  trees. 

"  Large  oaks  yield  acorns  that  are  twice  the  ufual  fize.  Many  fruits, 
"  vines,  and  apples  innumerable,  grow  of  themfelvcs.  They  once  fed 
"  a  large  army  of  the  Carthaginians.  Here  is  a  woody  vale  of  o-odlike 
"  beauty,  confecrated  to  the  Nymphs,  in  v/hich  Daphnis,  the  fon  of 
"  Hermes  and  of  a  Nymph,  was  born.  He  was  called  Daphnis  from 
"  the  laurel  tree.  Educated  by  the  Nymphs,  he  here  kept  his  flocks, 
",  in  which  he  dearly  delighted,  and  was  called  the  herdfman  :  Ba^coAo?. 
"  Born  with  the  gift  of  fong,  he  invented  pafloral  poetry,  and  of  a 
•*  kind  that  flill  is  delightful  to  Sicily.  He  was  a  pleafant  huntfman 
^y  to  Artemis  \',  and  gave  her  delight  with  his   flute,  and  fhepherd's. 

"  fongs  xr 

It  is  not  known  where  this  woody  vale  confecrated  to  the  Nymphs 
was :  but  what  place  could  have  been  more  delicately  feleded  than  the 
vale  I  have  defcribed,  the  Piano  di  Brolo,  protected  as  it  is  by  the  fea 
and  the  mountains,  abounding  in  fprings,  and  bordered  by  two  flreams  ? 
Where  could  the  Goddefs  of  the  chace  have  found  a  more  enticing^ 
refidence  than  among  thefe  foreft-clothed  heights  ?  What  pafl:ura"-e  fo- 
welcome,  to  the  youthful  fhepherd,  as  this  valley ;  rich  in  wood  and 

*  Cluv.  Sic.  Ant. 

f  Diana. 

%  Diod.  lib.  iv.  vol.  1.  p.  327.  ed.  Weffcl.  In  Greek,  the  laurel  is  called  Daphne  ;  which- 
name  it  received  after  the  metamorphofis  of  Daphne,  who  fled  from  Apollo.  Paftoral 
poems  were  called  Bucolics ^  from  the  fhepherd  Daphnis  •,  becaufe  Bucolus  f^<^mG.es  a  herdf- 
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water,  and  clothed  with  the  brighteft  verdure  of  fpring  ?  Where  could 
the  young  fon  of  Hermes  feel  infplration  fo  fully  as  in  this  vale  ;  where 
fea,  iflands,  rocks,  mountains,  groves,  vineyards,  fields,  fprings,  rivers, 
and  the  mildeft  of  climates  combine  to  form  a  perfe6t  paradife :  a 
place  which,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  is  the  moft  beautiful  that 
the  world  affords  ? 

The  love  of  this  valley  you  fee  has  led  me  back  to  it ;  and  I  now 
quit  it  reludantly,  though  but  defcribing  it  in  a  letter :  for  the  whole 
fhore,  as  far  as  the  mountain  Fratello^  which  lies  on  this  fide  Santa 
Agatha^  is  enchantingly  delightful. 

\Vc  here  paffed  San  Marco  ;  which  place,  according  to  Cluverius, 
was  the  ancient  Agathyrnon  :  or  Agathyrna :  but  A?nico  *  places  this 
ancient  town  in  the  vicinity  of  Capo  Orlando ;  and  is  of  opinion  that 
Aluntium^  which  was  likewife  a  very  ancient  town,  ftood  here.  The 
founding  oi  Agathyrna  was  afcribed  to  a  fon  of  ^olus,  the  ruler  of  the 
winds.     Confiderable  remains  of  an  aquedud  are  here  found. 

Nearly  facing  Santa  Agatha^  we  rode  over  the  bed  of  the  river  Rof- 
mar'ino :  fo  called  becaufe  the  rofemary  grows  on  its  banks,  with  the 
oleander  and  myrtle.  A  pair  of  turtle  doves  took  flight  juft  before 
me  out  of  a  myrtle  in  bloom,  where  probably  they  had  their  neft. 

We  remained  fome  hours  in  Santa  Agatha;  where  about  forty 
failors  aflembled  round  us,  with  whom  we  entered  into  converfation. 
The  youths  among  them  had  the  beautiful  Grecian  form.  About  ten  of 
them  placed  themfelves  in  a  circle,  as  if  they  would  dance.  The  others 
continually  endeavoured  to  pufli  one  of  them  out  of  the  row  ;  and  if  they 
fucceeded  all  the  reft  followed.  They  then  exercifed  themfelves  at  leap 
frog,  ftandlng  in  a  row.  If  any  one  as  he  leaped  touched  the  bonnet 
of  him  who  Rood  up,  he  muft  then  fiand  in  his  place.  If  any  one  fell, 
he  was  teafed  with  perfevering  mockery  ;  yet  did  not  Icfe  his  good 
temper. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  from  xho.  Fratello  through  Jefs  delightful 
*  Lexic.  Topographicum  Sicuium. 
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countries,  but  ftill  among  blooming  and  odoriferous  herbage.  A  lliiftle, 
"bearing  a  large  high-yellow  flower,  grows  in  great  quantities  in  Sicily  ; 
And  is  worthy  of  being  received  among  the  flowers  of  our  gardens. 

On  a  circular  inlet  of  the  fea  lies  the  little  town  of  Caronia,     This 
place,  becaufe  of  its  fituation,  was  called  by  the  Greeks  KaAjja-^crn ;  the 
heautiful  fliore  ;  and  it  was  here  that  the  fugitive  Samu  were  invited 
to  fettle,  by  the  people  of  Mefllna.     Of  the  treachery  of  thele  fettlers 
I  have  before  fpoken.    About  forty  years  afterward,  a  town  was  found- 
ed here  by  Deucetius,  the  Sicilian  ;  a  man  of  noble  birth,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  in  colle6ling  the  difperfed  tribes  of  theSiculi  under  his  banners. 
He  built  feveral  towns,  and  became  formidable  to  the  Greeks  who  v/ere 
in  the  Ifland  j  but  was  overcome,  after  a  fevere  battle,  by  the  people  of 
Syracufe,     As  his  followers  continued  to  forfake  him,  and  he  believed 
himf^lf  no  longer  in  fafety  among  thofe  that  remained,  he  efcaped  from 
them  by  night,  proceeded  immediately  to  Syracufe,  fliationed  himfelf 
while  it  was  dark  befide  an  altar  which  fl:ood  in  a  public  place,  and,  as 
.  a  fugitive,  made  an  ofl^er  of  himfelf  and  his  country  to  the  citizens.  The 
chiefs  of  Syracufe  aflembled  the  people  ;  and  fome  of  the  turbulent 
advifed  that  Deucetius,  the  enemy  who  had  done  them  fo  much  mif- 
chief,  fhould  be  puniflied :  but  wifer  citizens  replied,  "  It  was  not  a 
*'  queftion  of  him  or  his  deferts,  but  of  how  it  became  the  Syracufans 
*'  to  ad  ?     It  became  them  to  refpe£l  the  fl:ranger,   and   the   unfortu- 
**  nate,  and  to  leave  vengeance   to   the  Gods."     Accordingly,  it  was 
xinanimoufly  determined  to  fpare  him,   and  he   was  fent  to   Corinth  ; 
where  he  was  ordered  to  remain,  and  where  he  was  publicly  provided 
with  all  that  was  neceflliry  for  his  maintenance  *, 

Under  the  pretext  that  he  was  commanded  by  the  oracle  of  Apollo 
to  people  the  beautiful  coaft  with  new  inhabitants,  Deucetius  left  Co- 
rinth, contrary  to  his  word,  and  took  fliip  v/ith  a  fwarm  of  adventurers. 
Many  of  thofe  that  joined  him  were  Siculi ;  and,  among  others,  there 
was  Archonides^  Prince  of  the  Erbitai :  or  Herblta'u 

*  Diod.  lib.  xii.  vol   i.  p.  474. 

Vol.  ir.  H  h  -  We 
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We  arrived  in  the  evening  at  a  little  town  called  Sa?i  Stefa?io ; 
^^'here  we  were  taken  to  an  inn,  the  poverty  of  which  terrified  us,  and 
its  want  of  cleanlinefs  fliil  more.  The  inns  of  Italy  have  not  rendered 
us  fpoiled  children.  Our  vetturino,  who  is  a  good  and  an  active  fel- 
low, procured  a  reception  for  us  in  the  palace  of  an  abfent  Prince= 
The  town  is  built  on  a  verdant  height,  by  the  fea  fide,  and  above  it 
ftands  the  pahice. 

On  the  2,^^  we  rode  through  the  river  Tufa  ;  leaving  thefmall  town 
of  the  fame  name,  and  the  caftle  built  on  higher  ground,  on  one  fide. 
Here,  or  not  far  diftant,  flood  the  Greek  town  of  yllafa  :  or  Hcdcsfa  : 
'AAoLiact :  '  AAaicrci*.  which  was  fo  called  after  the  river  Al^fus :  or  Ha^ 
la/us.  The  town  and  the  river  are  now  both  called  Tufa.  The  an- 
cient town  was  founded  by  Archonides,  Prince  of  the  Herbitai ;  after 
having,  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  94th  Olympiad,  four  hundred  and 
three  years  before  Chrift,  concluded  a  peace  with  Dionyfius  :  becaufe 
-he  wiihed  to  free  his  town  from  the  multitudeof  foldlers,  and  mixture 
of  foreigners,  that  were  drawn  thither  in  expedation  of  war.  Many 
likewife  of  the  Herbhai  infcribed  themfelves  as  citizens  of  this  colony. 
Archonides  gave  it  the  additional  name  of  Archonidiiim  ;  to  diftinguifh 
it  from  other  towns  of  Sicily,  that  were  likewife  called  Halafa,  In 
later  times,  when,  by  their  maritime  fituation  and  the  freedom  which 
they  enjoyed  under  the  Romans,  the  people  w^ere  become  confiderable, 
they  denied  their  origin  j  being  afhamed  of  their  little  mother  town ; 
though  the  inhabitants  of  both  the  towns  continued  to  intermarry,  as 
late  as  the  time  of  Dicdorus. 

A  tradition  is  mentioned  by  this  writer,  accoi-ding  to  which  Hhmlco^ 
the  leader  of  the  Carthaginians,  alter  he  had  made  peace  with  Diony- 
fius, founded  the  town.  As  the  whole  coaft  confifts  of  bays  and  pro- 
montories, and  the  narrow  road  leads  continually  from  hill  to  hill,  thefe 
hills  and  coafts  afford  inceffant  variety. 

A  boatman  told  us,  with  animated  pride  of  heart,  that  Sicily  is 

I.  called 
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called  tlic  verdant  ifland.     The  lofty  fhores  are  generally  green,  and 
blooming,  to  the  very  edge  of  the  fea. 

When  we  firft  landed  on  the  ifland,  we  were  amazed  at  the  frefh 
foliage  of  the  woods  and  hills  :  for  the  deep  fhades,  which  the  moun- 
tains caft  over  the  vallies,  had  at  a  dillance  given  it  a  gloomy  appear- 
ance ;  and  it  feemed  to  fuffer  in  comparifon  v/ith  the  fmiling  coaft  of 
Calabria.  This  heightened  our  pleafure,  when,  approaching,  v/ebeheUl 
its  groves,  fields,  vineyards,  mountains,  verdant  valleys,  and  purling 
brooks. 

Among  the  numerous  trees,  we  faw  plantations  of  the  round-leaved 
afh,  and  cork  tree  :  the  afh  was  every  where  fmall  and  flender.  Whe- 
ther none  but  thofe  trees  in  which  incifions  are  made  in  the  bark  for  the 
lap  to  exude,  which  thickens,  becomes  what  is  called  manna,  and  con- 
jMtutes  a  great  article  of  the  royal  revenue  of  the  King  of  Naples,  yield 
this  manna,  or  whether,  as  I  fufped,  thefe  horizontal  incifions,  which 
are  cut  clofe  above  each  other,  prevent  the  growth  of  the  tree,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  difcover.  Neither  can  I  tell  whether  the  manna  in 
Sicily  belongs  exclufively  to  the  King.  I  think  I  have  heard  of  a 
plantation  which  was  the  property  of  a  Baron. 

So  luxuriant  is  the  growth  of  numerous  plants,  that  the  rank  fcions 
of  various  kinds  twine  round  the  neighbouring  tree,  conceal  its  trunk, 
and  cling  about  it  fo  entirely,  with  their  tv/igs  and  fprouts,  that  leaves, 
flowers,  and  fruits,  of  different  kinds,  all  mingle  together  in  the  moft 
lovely  and  playful  confufion.  You  imagine  you  fee  a  Chrijlhaum  *, 
which  the  creative  care  of  a  tender  mother  has  hung  with  numerous 
fruits,  and  flowers.  They  mofl  luxuriantly  prefs  upon  each  other 
where,  under  a  rock,  or  among  the  branching  roots  of  trees,  a  fpring 
bubbles ;  and  this  luxuriance  appears  the  greater  becaufc  the  protracted 
feafon  of  fpring  continues  to  produce  buds,  and  bloom,  on  the  very 

I  cannot  difcover  what  tree  this  is,  if  it  be  not  a  tree  or  perhaps  a  pole  decorated  as 
the  author  defcribes  at  Chriftmas  j  probably  after  the  cuftom  of  Germany.     T. 

H  h  2  twigs 
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twigs  that  have  for  months  been  covered  with  fruit.  Two  morning<i 
a"-o,  in  the  garden  of  Sa?i  Stcfano^  I  faw  an  apple  tree,  which,  while 
it  bore  tolerably  large  apples,  was  at  the  fame  time  in  bloom..  The 
wide  fpreading  myrtle,  and  the /t7////2Y/j-,.  were  remarkable  for  receiving 
the  fcions  and  flioots  of  other  plants  among  their  branches  ;.  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  their  native  beauties,  bedecking  themfelves  with  foreign  charms. 

Asw^e  traverfed  the  winding  fliore,  the  profpeds  toward  the  fea,  and 
the  profpeds  of  the  mountains,  continually  changing,  feemed  to  vie 
with  each  other.  At  one  moment,  we  could  difcover  a  fmall  dark  blue, 
or  emerald  green,  apening  of  the  fea ;  and  at  another  we  overlooked 
the  whole  coaft,  from  promontory  to  promontory,  till  the  objeds  were 
loft  in  the  azure  floods  of  the  horizon. 

The  promontory  of  Cefalu  appeared  at  a  diftance,  like  the  Capo 
d"*  Orlando^  to  be  a  high  iflaiid,  and  to  increafe  the  number  of  the 
Lipari  ifles.  It  is  formed  of  a  fteep  rock..  The  Greeks,,  who  fuffered 
no  refem.blance  to  efcape  them,  called  the  town  which  they  built  upon 
it  Cephiiloedls^  or  Ccpkaloedium  :  becaufe  of  its  refemblance  to  a  head  :. 
from  the  word  Cephale^  the  head. 

Cluverius  remarks  that  the  moft  ancient  account  of  this  town  is- 
found  in  Diodorus  ;  according  to  whom  Himilco,  the  Carthaginian,. 
allied  bimfelf  with  its  citizens  in  the  firft  year  of  the  96i:h  Olympiad, 
or  396  years  before  Ghrift.  It  is  now  the  feat  of  an  Archbifhop  ;  and, 
in  the  year  lybo^  its  inhabitants  were  eilimatedby  Amicoatfive  thou— 
fand  four  hundred  *. 

Cefalu  is  a  place  of  trade..  The  fifhery  on  its  coaft  is  very  produc- 
tive. Veflels,  even  of  three  mafts,  are  now  feen  on  the  coaft  of  Sicily, 
as  defcribed  by  Homer,  drawn  upon  rollers  on  ftiore,  and  fupported 
on  each  fide  by  ftakes. 

Round  the  town  and  befide  the  road,  as  we  left  it  on  the  4th,  we  faw 
many  olive  trees  :  nay  the  hills  were  almoft  covered  with  them.     To 

*  Lex,  Top.  Sic, 
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tJi-e  leff,  we  had  a  view  of  the  mountain  Madonia ;  and  before  us  was- 
the  high  hlli  of  San  Galogcro, 

We  rode  through  the  river  Grande^  that  divides  the  province  of 
Vi^l  Demof/e^  which  v^e  now  firft  quitted,  from  the  province  Val  dl 
Mazara,  On  the  banks  of  all  the  rivers  of  this  coaft,  we  faw  talL 
ftems  of  the  oleander,  with  its  charming  red  flowers. 

Sicily  is  divided  into  three  provinces  :  the  names  of  which  are  Val 
Demone^  Val  d'l  Mazara^  and  Val  dl  Noto. 

We  found  the  country  people  already  bufy  with  their  wheat  harveft,, 
and  in  thraihiug  ;  which  they  perform  after  the  manner  of  the  ancients.- 
Two  oxen,  horfes,  or  mules,, are  driven  in  a  circular  diredion  over  the- 
fheaves,  and  tread  the  grain  from  the  ear.  The  flieaves  are  fpread 
about  a  quarter  of  an  ell  in  height :  for,  were  they  fpread  thinner,,  the. 
grain  would,  be  crulhed.  By  this  means  the  ftraw  becomes  foftened  ; 
and,  though  it  is  of  a  much  ftronger  texture  than  with  us,,  yet  from- 
this  kind  of  thrafhing  it  affords  pleafant  fodder  for  cattle. 

Among  the  wild  plants,  I  faw  the  dark  xt^  fcabiofa  o£  oux  gardens, 
and  a  whole  field  of  hyfTop  growing.  The  day  before  I  had  feen,  at 
San  Ste/luwy  wild  cucumbers  in  bud,  which  were  not  eaten.  The 
flax  likwife  grows  wild  in  both  kingdoms.  Great  quantities  of  a 
beautiful  clear  red  pink  *,  of  the  fame  colour  as  our  little  wild  pink  f, 
but  as  large  as  the  fmgle  garden  pink  of  this  fpecies,  are  now  in 
flower. 

About  noon  on  the  4th,  we  arrived  at  Termini ;  and,  as  we  left 
the  town,  we  pafled  over  the  bridge  of  the  river  Termini,  Quverius 
fuppofes  this  to  be  the  Himera  y  after,  which  the  ancient  town  of  Hi" 
mera  was  fo  called. 

We  were  defirous  to  dlfcover  the  fpot  on  which  it  flood.     Cluverius  • 
places  it  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Termini :  but  the  ground  confifls 
of  deep  rocky  hills,  on  which  it  would  have  been  difficult  to   build  a 

*  Fddnslh'  \.  Grasnelh, 

large- 
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large  town  like  Hhnera  ;  v/hich  Pindar  calls  the  mighty.  The  fpace 
feems  infufiiclent.  Neither  do  I  find  any  height  on  which  the  army 
of  the  Carthaginians  encamped.  I  was  led  to  believe  for  a  moment 
that  the  town  was  built  in  the  valley  through  which  the  river  flows, 
and  where  the  gardens  of  the  people  of  Termini  now  are  :  but  I  was 
foon  informed  that  this  valley  is  fubje£l:  to  great  inundations.  I  there- 
fore think  the  opinion  of  Amico  probable,  who  fuppofes  the  river 
Grande  to  be  the  H'miera,  and  the  ancient  town  to  have  been  built  on 
its  banks. 

This  writer  likewife  fupports  the  opinion  of  the  ancients ;  which 
held  the  river  Salfo^  that  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  near  Alicata^  and 
that  w^is  likewife  called  the  Himera^  to  have  arifen  from  the  fame 
fource  as  the  other  Himera.  This  fource,  he  adds,  rifes  out  of  the 
high  mountains  of  Madou'ia :  where  it  divides  itfelf  into  two  branches. 
The  mountains  of  Madonia  are  very  high :  whence  you  may  eafily 
fuppofe  the  river  to  be  divided  into  two  branches.  The  Rhone,  the 
Reufs,  and  the  Tefin,  all  rife  out  of  the  Gothard,  near  each  other ; 
although  the  Rhone  empties  itfelf  into  the  Mediterranean,  the  Reufs 
through  the  Rhine  into  the  North  fea,  and  the  Tefin  through  the  Po 
into  the  Adriatic.  Thus,  likewife,  the  Adda,  which  mingles  with  the 
Po,  rifes  in  the  glaciers  of  Bernini,  in  the  country  of  the  Grifons,  near 
the  Inn  ;  which,  running  into  the  Danube,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Black 
fea  ;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  a  third  ftream  was  pointed  out  to  me, 
feventeen  years  ago,  which,  flowing  to  the  Rhine,  is  thus  emptied 
into  the  North  fea. 

The  ancients  appear  to  have  been  furprifed  that  the  waters  of  the 
fouth  Himera  fhould  be  fait,  and  thofe  of  the  north  frefh :  but  there  is 
nothing  wonderful  in  it,  if  we  may  believe  Amico  ;  who  tells  us  that 
there  are  fait  fprings,  which  run  into  the  river  Salfo  near  the  ancient 
I^7uia  *  :  the  prefent  Cajlro  Giovajini, 

According  to  Thucydides,  Himera  was  peopled  from  Zancle:  or 

•^  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 
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RTelTinai  The  colonlils,  who  followed  Euclldes,  Siinos,  and  Saco,  were 
joined  by  others  from  Syracufe  ;  from  which  city  many  were  driven  by 
an  oppofite  fadion.  The  language  of  Himera  was  a  mixture  of  the 
Ghalcidenfian  and  Doric  dialedts.  Meffina  was  a  colony  from  Chalcis, 
in  Euboea,  and  Syracufe  from  Corinth  :  but  the  Corinthians  v/ere  of 
Doris,  and  the  Doric  laws  prevailed  in  Himera. 

The  poet  Stefichorus  was  a  native  of  Himera :  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  the  beautiful  fable  of  the  horfe,  that  loft  his  freedom  be- 
caufe  he  called  on  man  for  help  againft  the  flag.  It  has  been  charm- 
ingly given  by  Horace,  and  La  Fontaine  :  each  in  his  peculiar  way. 
It  was  invented  by  the  Greek  poet,  to  exhort  his  fellow  citizens  to 
concord  ;  and  to  v/arn  them  againft  the  ambitious  defigns  of  Phalaris, 
the  tyrant  of  Agrigentum.  According  to  the  teftimony  of  the  an- 
cients, Stefichorus  was  a  great  poet ;  and  his  daughter  inherited  his 
talents. 

It  was  in  the  time  of  Phalaris  that  the  people  of  Himera,  being 
called  on  for  aid  by  a  party  of-  the  divided  Rhegium,  treacheroufly 
feized  on  this  town. 

Himera  was  fubjed  to  different  tyrants.  It  was  befieged  by  the 
Carthaginians,  when  governed  by  Theron  the  tyrant  of  Agrigentum. 
As  one  of  the  moft  famous  vidories  of  Greece  was  gained  under  its 
walls,  by  which  the  fate  and  the  freedom  of  Sicily  were  favourably 
decided,  permit  me  to  give  you  the  account  of  it  from  Diodorus. 

"  The  Carthaginians  promifed  Xerxes  that,  at  the  time  when  he 
"  fhould  invade  Greece,  they  would  feize  on  the  Greek  towns  of  Si-- 
"  cily.  Having  armed  themfelves  for  the  war,  they  fent  Hamilcar,  a 
"very  confiderable  leader,  on  this  expedition*.  Hetook  fhipping 
"  from  Carthage  with  three  hundred  thoufand  foldiers,  two  thoufand 
**  galleys  of  war,  and  above  a  thoufand  tranfports  ;  and  loft  his  cavalry 

*  This  Hamilcar  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the  great  Hamilcar  Barcas,  the  father 
of  Hannibal.  The  Hamilcar  here  mentioned  lived  above  tvi^o  hundred  years  before 
Barcas: 

"  and 
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"  and  chariots  by  a  ftorm.  Having  reached  the  port  of  Panormm 
'"  (the  prefent  Palermo)  he  gloried  in  having  ended  the  war ;  fearful 
•*•  till  then  that  the  fea  would  fave  the  Sicilians. 

"  When  he  had  relied  three  days,  to  refrefli  his  army  and  repair  his 
*'  fhips,  he  marched  againft  Plimera ;  v\'hile  his  fleet  proceeded  along 
"  the  coaft.  He  encamped  before  Himera,  and  drew  his  fliips  on 
"  fnore  :  where  he  furrounded  them  with  a  deep  moat,  and  a  wall  of 
"  wood.  He  fortified  his  camp  exadly  facing  the  town,  and  extended 
"  it  from  the  ftation  of  his  fliips  to  the  hills  which  overlook  the  to-wn  ^ 
*'  of  the  weftern  fide  of  which  he  was  thus  wholly  poflefled.  He  em- 
*'  ployed  the  flower  of  the  army  in  repelling  the  fallies  of  the  befieged  ; 
"  many  of  whom  he  killed,  and  threw  Himera  into  great  confl:erna- 
*'  tion. 

"  Theron,  who  ruled  in  Agrigentum,  and  who  defended  Himera 
^'  with  a  confiderable  force,  began  to  be  alarmed  ;  and  fentto  Gelo,  his 
"  fon- in-law  at  Syracufe,  for  immediate  aid.  Gelo  had  already  armed  ; 
''  and,  when  he  heard  that  the  courageof  Himera  was  funk,  he  marched 
"  with  fifty  thoufand  foot  and  five  thoufand  horfe  -to  its  relief.  For 
*'  the  fecurity  of  his  camp,  he  profited  by  the  fituation  of  the  country  ; 
''  and  fent  all  his  cavalry  againfl:  the  difperfed  foragers  of  the  foe,  of 
*'  whom  he  made  more  than  ten  thoufand  prifoners. 

*'  The  fame  of  Gelo  revived  the  courage  of  the  befieged  ;  and  he 
*'  fought  a  favourable  opportunity  when  he  might  furprife  the  Car- 
**  thaginians,  and  deftroy  them  by  fl;ratagem.  H^  learned  that  Fla- 
**  milcar  had  fet  a  day  apart  for  a  folemn  facrifice,  to  Neptune ;  and 
"  that  this  ceremony  was  to  be  performed  at  the  ftation  of  the  fhips.  A 
•*'  horfeman  likewife  brought  him  a  mefl^enger,  whom  he  had  taken 
*'  prifoner,  who  bore  letters  from  the  Selhm}itu\.o  Hamilcar  ;  in  which 
*'  they  promifed  him  that  the  cavalry  he  defired  fhould  be  fent,  on  the 
"day  he  had  appointed. 

"  This  day  was  the  fame  on  which  the  Carthaginian  general  was  to 
^  perform  his  facrifice  ;  and  Gelo  fent  a  body  of  horfe,  which  at  break 

"of 
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"  of  day  was  to  ride  immediately  into  the  fiation  of  the  fliips  of  Ha- 
"  milcar,  as  if  tliey  were  the  expected  Selinuntli  :  commanding  them, 
"  as  foon  as  they  were  within  the  wooden  wall,  to  kill  Hamilcar  and 
"  fet  fire  to  the  fhips.  He  likewife  placed  fpies  on  a  neighbouring  hill, 
"  who  were  to  give  a  token,  as  foon  as  the  cavalry  had  entered  the  fhip 
*'  Ration  ;  and  this  token  early  in  the  morning  he  waited  for,  at  the 
*'  head  of  his  army. 

"  The  cavalry  v\^as  admitted  without  fufpiclon,  by  the  Carthaginian 
*'  guards,  and  killed  Hamilcar  at  the  lacrihce,  and  fet  fire  to  the  fleet. 
*'  The  fpies  gave  the  fignal,  Gelo  led  his  whole  army  againft  the 
"  enemy's  camp  In  battle  array,  and  the  Carthaginians  faced  him 
"  boldly,  and  fought  courageoufly.  The  trumpets  of  the  Sicilians, 
*'  and  of  the  Carthaginians,  and  the  war  cry  of  both  armies,  refounded 
''  with  emulative  din.  Vidory  remained  doubtful :  but,  when  the 
"  flames  of  the  fhips  began  to  rife,  and  mefl^engers  announced  that  Ha- 
"  malcar  was  flain,  the  increafing  courage  of  the  Syracufans  raged 
"  anew  againft  the  difpirited  enemy,  who  took  to  flight.  Gelo  com- 
"  manded  that  all  fhould  be  put  to  the  fword ;  and  above  a  hundred 
"  and  fifty  thoufand  Carthaginians  were  flain.  The  remainder  with- 
"  drew  to  a  favourable  fituation,  and  efcaped  being  feized  by  the 
"  Sicilians  :  but  the  want  of  water  obliged  them  to  furrender  to  the 
''  vidlors. 

"  The  fame  of  Gelo  refounded  after  a  victory  fo  famous,  from  the 
"  fubtlety  of  the  fl:ratagem  employed,  the  multitude  of  the  flain,  and 
*'  the  great  number  of  the  prifoners.  He  was  equalled  to  Themiftocles  : 
"  nay  fome  maintained  that  the  Greeks  were  indebted  to  Gelo  for  the 
"  vidory  of  Salamis  ;  for  that  the  battle  of  Himera  had  raifed  the  cou- 
"  rage  of  the  Greeks,  and  had  taught  them  not  to  be  terrified  by  the  vafl: 
"  multitudes  of  a  barbarous  enemy.  The  vanquiflied  Xerxes  with- 
"  drew,  with  many  of  his  thoufands.  Of  the  Carthaginians  fcarcely  a 
*'  mefl^enger  efcaped. 

"  On  the  very  day  that  Gelo  gained  this  great  battle,  Leonidas,  with 
Vol.  IL        '  I  i  "  his 
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"  his  heroic  band  of  Spartans,  fell  at  Thermopylae  :  as  If  forae  God 
"  had  ordained  that  the  moil  famous  victory  and  the  moft  glorious  de- 
"  teat  of  which  the  Greeks  could  boaft  fliould  happen  at  the  fame 
"time*." 

This  battle  was  fought  in  the  fu-ft  year  of  the  75th  Olympiad,  497 
years  before  the  birth  of  Ch  rift. 

Theron  governed  Himera  in  the  perfon  of  his  fon,  Thrafydseus,  and 
ruled  oppreffively.  The  people  fent  to  Hiero,  the  iirft  of  the  name, 
who,  after  the  death  of  his  brother  Gelo,  had  fucceeded  him  in  po\?er  : 
promifing  him  to  furrender  the  town,  and  fight  with  him  againft  The- 
ron ;  who  intended  to  make  war  on  Hiero.  But  Hiero,  being  reconciled 
to  Theron,  betrayed  to  him  the  offers  of  the  people  of  Himera  :  many 
of  whom,  after  Theron  had  learned  the  truth,  he  put  to  death. 

To  repeople  the  town,  Theron  gave  the  right  of  citizenfhip  to  the 
Dorians,  and  others,  whofe  inclinations  led  them  thither.  Thrafydseus 
fucceeded  his  father,  in  the  government  of  Agrigentura  and  Hirnera  j 
which,  with  his  life,  he  foon  lofl  f. 

The  people  of  Himera  were  only  fufFered  to  live  fifty-eight  years  in 
concord  and  profperity,  with  their  new  affociates,  before  they  were 
again  befieged  by  the  Carthaginians  ;  under  a  leader  named  Hannibal, 
who  had  taken  and  deftroyed  Selinus,  feventy-one  years  after  they  had 
been  delivered  by  Gelo.  They  defended  themfelves  with  great  cou- 
rage ;  though  many  of  the  citizens  had  fled,  with  their  wives  and 
children,  to  Syracufe. 

A  fleet  of  five-and-thirty  galleys  from  Syracufe,  that  was  coming  to 
their  aid,  appeared  in  fight,  juft  as  a  part  of  the  v\-alls  fell  before  the 
battering  rams  of  the  Carthaginians  ;  and  the  town  was  taken.  The 
Carthaginians  maffacred  them  without  pity,  till  Plannibal  commanded 
them  to  preferve  their  prifoners.     Himera  was  then  plundered  ;  and 

h^^diToiry^v  hrrav.     Diod.  lib.  xi.  vol.  i,  p.  420. 
t  Diod.  p.  144. 
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Hanmbal  fulTered  the  temples  firll  to  be  flrlpped  and  then  burned, 
after  he  had  emptied  them  of  the  fugitives.  Thus  Himera  was  razed 
10  the  ground,  in  the  4th  year  of  the  ninety-fecond  Olympiad,  409  years 
before  Chrift,  after  it  had  been  built  240  years.  The  women  and 
children  were  difperfed  among  the  army  :  but  the  men  imprifoned,  to 
the  number  of  three  thoufand,  were  led  by  Hannibal  to  the  place  where 
Hamilcar,  his  grandfather,  had  been  killed,  and  there  they  were 
fcourged  and  put  to  death*. 

Two  years  afterward,  at  a  diftance  from  the  late  Himera,  the  Car- 
thaginians founded  a  new  town  ;  which,  from  the  warm  fprings  that 
rife  there,  was  called  Tha'7na-hydata:  warm  water  :  and  Therma-hydata- 
Himercsa :  warm  Himerian  water.  In  one  of  his  orations  ao-ainft 
Verres,  Cicero  informs  us  that,  after  the  deftrudion  of  Himera,  the  re- 
maining citizens,  meaning  no  doubt  thofe  who  had  fled  with  their 
wives  and  children  to  Syracufe,  repaired  to  this  new  town.  After  the 
conqueft  of  Carthage,  when  Scipio  reftored  to  different  towns  of  Sicily 
the  things  of  which  they  had  been  plundered  by  the  Carthaginians,  he 
likewife  fent  back  the  Thermatanian  flatues,  which  had  formerly  embel- 
lifhed  Himera  ;  and,  among  others,  the  ftatue  of  the  poet  Stefichorus. 

The  fprings,  from  which  the  town  took  its  name,  are  very  hot ;  and 
were  remarkable  for  their  healthy  elFeds.  According  to  the  fables  of 
the  ancients,  the  Nymphs,  at  the  defire  of  Minerva,  had  eiven  them 
their  origin,  for  the  benefit  of  Hercules. 

The  town.  Termini,  did  not  acquire  the  rank  which  Himera  had 
maintained  :  yet  it  was  early  efteemed  one  of  the  confiderable  towns 
of  Sicily.  Amico  flates  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  to  be  eight  thou- 
fand feven  hundred. 

On  our  prefent  journey,  toward  the  land,  inflead  of  woody  moun- 
tains, we  generally  faw  naked  heights  ;  between  which  and  the  fea 
corn,  wine,  and  oil,  are  cultivated.     The  high  budding  branches  of  the 

•^  Diod.  lib.  xili.  vol.  I.  p.  588. 
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aloe  were  unfolding  their  gaudy  flowers.  This  plant  is  as  common 
here  as  the  r^^/yj- ^/^/^^/i^/ ;  both  of  which,  in  Sicily,  ferve  to  encloie 
and  hedge  the  lands. 

The  promontory,  Monte  Gerh'ino^  pofTefTes  pidurefque  beauties, 
which  would  be  greater  were  it  not  fo  naked.  The  wine  that  is  produced 
at  its  feet  is  generous  ;  and,  forbidden  as  it  is  to  Mailulmen,  it  muft 
have  met  with  their  approbation :  for  the  name  Gerbln,  which  the  Sa- 
racens gave  the  promontory,  in  Arabic  iigniiles  a  wine  calk.  It  is 
likewife  called  the  promontory  of  Zaffarana. 

Before  we  reached  the  promontory,  we  faw  a  multitude  of  fifliing 
boats  in  the  fea,  that  were  employed  in  the  tunny  filhery.  We  de- 
fcended,  rowed  toward  them,  and  went  on  board  one  of  the  boats,  that 
we  might  view  this  fpedacle.  Numerous  fifhing  boats,  in  four  divifions, 
had  Rationed  themfelves  round  a  large  and  ftrong  net.  One  large 
boat,  in  which  there  might  be  about  a  hundred  fifnermen,  took  in  a 
•whole  fide  of  the  net.  Thefe  men  were  all  employed  at  once  in 
drawing  it  toward  their  fide,  and  in  gradually  approaching  the  boats 
that  v/ere  ftationed  oppofite  to  them.  No  hili  at  firfc  were  heard  in 
the  yet  deep  nets  :  fear  no  doubt  occafioned  them  to  be  quiet :  but  by 
degrees  their  alarm  increafed,  and  they  fwam  fearfully  and  rapidly 
round  in  a  circle.  Their  terror  was  heightened  by  the  fifherraen  ;  who 
fhouted,  to  prevent  any  of  them  from  fpringing  over  the  net  and  efcap- 
ing  between  the  boats.  As  they  felt  themfelves  more  imprifoned,  their 
diftrefs  became  more  boifterous.  They  fprang,  fplafhing  up,  filling 
the  mouth  of  the  net  with  white  froth,  and  dafhing  the  water  over  the 
boats  with  a  loud  noife. 

Among  thefe  tunny  fiih  fome  were  as  large  as  dolphins.  The  filher- 
men  ftruck  the  uppermoft  with  long  poles,  that  were  armed  witii 
iron  hooks  ;  and,  when  they  had  drawn  iheir  booty  near  the  boat, 
they  ftruck  others  with  the  fhort  v2ointed  hooks,  and  thus  drew  them 
on  board  ;  fo  that  the  v/ater  was  tinged  with  blood.  At  laft,  juft  as 
the  net  was  drawn  up,  feveral  of  the  fifhermen  jumped  into  the  cham- 
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ber  of  death;  for  fo  they  call  the  net  at  this  moment ;  and  began  to  kill 
the  remainder.  They  fuppofed  they  liad  taken  about  a  hundred  fifh  ; 
the  weight  of  which  they  eftimated  at  a  hundred  cantari  *. 

The  hilling  being  over,  we  were  rowed  toward  the  inn  to  which  we 
had  fent  our  mules.  A  hot  fcirocco  wind  blew,  the  inn  was  wretched, 
and  we  were  very  glad  at  receiving  an  invitation,  from  a  fteward  of  the 
Marchefe  Santa  Croce^  to  dine  in  the  neighbouring  palace  of  the  abfent 
poiTelTor.  He  gave  us  fome  of  the  country  wine  ;  of  which  that  which 
had  been  kept  a  year  was  good,  but  that  which  was  nine  years  old 
w^as  excellent.  He  likewife  fupplied  us  with  beds,  and  cool  cham- 
bers ;   where  we  repofed  during  the  heat  of  the  day. 

In  moft  of  the  palaces  of  the  grandees  in  Naples  and  Sicily,  there  are 
large  chambers  that  are  unfurnifhed.  Thefe  great  buildings  are  left 
empty,  and  defolate,  becaufe  they  are  feldom  inhabited  by  their  owners. 
Many  a  Barone  dies  without  having  vifited  his  eftate.  This  palace  was 
beautiful,  and  handfomely  furniflied  :  for  it  was  frequently  vifited  by 
the  pofleflor. 

Adjoining  the  promontory  of  Alonte  Gerhino^  on  the  cadern  fide  of 
the  hill  Alfano^  the  fortrefs  of  Solanto  ilands.  Here  once  flood  the  an- 
cient  tovv^n  of  Solus :  or  Solentiim  :  ^o?.osLi,  ScAs?.  It  was  firft  a  prin- 
cipal colony  of  the  Phoenicians  ;  and  afterward  of  the  Carthaginians. 
It  is  mentioned  by  Hecataeus  ;  a  writer  of  the  time  of  Darius,  the  foil 
of  Hyftafpes  j".  About  thirty  years  ago,  a  Sicilian  nobleman,  named 
Lancelotto  CaJJello^  defcribed  the  remains  of  Solus  ^  and  about  two 
hundred  years  before  him  Fazello  did  the  fame. 

A  German  rfiile  on  this  fide  Palermo,  or  thereabout,  we  came  to  the 
palace  of  Prince  Palagonia  ;  fo  celebrated  for  its  fantaftic  decorations:]:. 

*  The  cantaro  contains  100  roirAi :  the  rotclo  is,  to  a  Flamburgh  pound,  as  6677  to 
IO5080J  andj  to  the  pound  of  Cologne,  as  6677  to  9728.  The  weight  of  the  largell: 
tunny  fifh  of  the  prefent  draught  was  fuppofed  to  be  3  cantari :  but,  according  to  the 
iifhermen's  account,  a  tunny  fifh  will  frequently  weigh  from  6  to  7  cantari. 

f  Cluv.  Sic,  Ant.  %  See  Brydone's  Tour  ',  vol.  ii.  letter  22.     T. 
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Its  former  poiTeiTor  is  dead  ;  and  his  fucceflbr,  the  prefent  cvvmer,  was 
his  half  brother  and  fon-in-law.  Though  many  of  the  monfters  are 
removed,  yet  the  whole  of  the  flat  roof  and  the  enclofed  court  are  dif- 
figured  by  odious  abfurdities.  In  the  language  of  Horace,  they  may 
be  called  the  dreams  of  the  fick ;  and  the  dreams  of  the  fick  cut  in 
ftone,  you  may  well  fuppofe,  are  very  difgufting  :  efpecially  as  the 
imagination  of  the  inventor  was  as  barren  as  his  tafte  was  depraved. 
As  he  was  denied  the  merit  of  variety  in  unity,  by  which  the  beautiful 
is  charaiSterized,  he  was  defirous  to  fatiate  his  inordinate  caprice  by  the 
number  of  its  objeds.  His  wretched  ideas  have  been  executed  by 
artifts  worthy  of  their  employer. 

Within  the  walls  there  are  only  fome  chambers  remaining  furnifhed 
as  they  were  in  the  time  of  the  late  prince.  It  grieved  me  to  fee  the 
houfe  inhabited,  efpecially  by  children  :  for  it  may  well  be  fuppofed 
that  an  early  familiarity  with  fuch  naufeous  abortions,  of  a  limited  and 
lunatic  brain,  mufl  produce  an  injurious  effed  on  the  tender  organs  of 
childhood. 

The  fituation  of  the  palace  and  its  garden  is  very  gloomy ;  as  like- 
wif6  are  the  fituations  of  feveral  palaces  and  gardens  that  we  faw  oa 
the  road.  The  gardens  did  not  become  pleafant  till  we  approached 
Palermo. 

We  had  a  broad  high  road  from  Termini  to  this  principal  city  of 
the  ifland  ;  but  the  duft  and  heat  were  difagreeable.  We  had  a  flrong 
wind  ;  but  it  came  loaded  with  the  hot  vapours  of  Africa. 
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Palermo,  ptii  June  1792. 

ALERMO  is  built  on  a  cape  that  unites  the  weftward 
mountains  with  the  promontory  of  Pelegrino  ;  which  extends  itfelf 
and,  with  the  promontory  of  ZafFarana  toward  the  eaft,  forms  a  bay. 
It  is  remarkable  that  moft  of  the  promontories  of  this  north  coaft  of 
Sicily  confiil  of  hills,  that  are  conneded  with  the  mountains  by  inferior 
capes;  and  that  they  appear  at-a  diftance  as  detached  mountains  ;  and 
fi-cqiiently  like  thofe  of  the  Lipari  iiles,  that  rife  out  of  the  fea. 

The  founders  of  the  ancient  town  are  uncertain.  Panormus,  the 
former  name  of  Palermo,  fignifies  in  the  Greek  a  great  haven  ;  and, 
as  the  haven  of  this  place  is  large  and  excellent,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  but  that  it  was  thus  named  by  the  Greeks* :  though  it  has  been 
differently  interpreted,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  Greeks,  and  of 
what  tribe,  were  its  firft  inhabitants.  I  conjedture  that  the  Phocenfes, 
who,  as  Thucydides  tells  us,  after  having  befieged  and  taken  Troy  with 
the  other  Greeks,  were  firft  driven  by  a  ftorm  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
and  afterward  failed  over  to  Sicily,  either  founded  this  town  or,  after 
having  expelled  the  ancient  inhabitants,   gave  it  the  name  it  boref . 

Thucydides  adds-  "  After  many  of  the  Greek  fhips  had  arrived,  the 
"  Phoenicians  forfcok  moft  of  their  places  ;  and  fettled  m  Mofya,  Solus ^ 
"  and  Fanormus^  near  to  the  Elymi ;  depending  on  their  alliance  with 
*'  thefe  people,  and  their,  vicinity  to  the  Carthaginians." 

It  was  between  four  and  five  hundred  years  after  the  deftrudion  of 

*  Diodorus  fays  of  Fyrrhus  :  'Eiv^yj  mtv  stti  tw  tuv  Uavo^/^nav  'jro^.iv^  £%a3-«v  Xii^zva  «5i7v>jrcv 
•rZv  Kara  rm  'ZmtUav,  a<p'  k  km  rr,v  7ro>^tv  avix^e^r.KS  tetsux^vch  rxurrg  rr.£  T^oa-nyo^iag. 

Pyrrhus  landed  at  the  city  of  the  Panormites,  which  had   the  beft  haven   of  all  the 
towns  of  Sicily  j  whence  it  derived  its  name.  Lib.  xxii.  vol,  ii.  p.  498,  ed.  Y-lcnd. 

t  Thuc.  lib.vi.  p.  378. 

Troy 
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Troy  that  the  firft  Greek  colonies  came  to  Sicily  ;  and  the  Phcsnlclans 
gave  place  to  them  as  their  numbers  rendered  them  powerful.  They 
might  at  that  time  h^ve  been  feme  centuries  in  pofleiiion  of  Solus,  and 
Panormus  ;  and  ha,ve  taken  them  from  the  Phocenfes.  It  was  a  hun- 
dred and  fixty  years  after  the  founding  of  Naxus,  the  tirft  of  the  Greek 
colonies,  and  in  the  fiftieth  Olympiad,  before  Motya  was  inhabited  by 
the  Greeks  of  Cnidos,  from  Caria"^.  But  it  was  foon  afterward  taken 
poiTeiTion  of  by  the  Afiatic,  and  African,  or  Carthaginian,  Phoenicians 
in  common.  We  learn,  from  the  orations  of  Cicero  againft  Verres, 
that  Panormus  enjoyed  great  privileges  under  the  Romans.  In  a  letter 
from  this  city  to  the  Emperor  Adrian,  it  calls  itfelf  a  republic ;  and 
though  this  w'ord  does  not  always  fignify  complete  independance,  for 
Tacitus  likewife  calls  Neapolis  a  republic,  ftill  it  denotes  extraordinary 
privileges.  Under  the  Arabs,  this  place  was  the  refidence  of  the  Emir 
Chbir  :  that  is  the  chief  governor  of  the  Sultan  of  Egypt.  The  other 
Emirs ^  or  Governors,  were  at  all  times  fubjed  to  the  E?7iir  Chbir, 
The  Arabs  called  tfiis  city  Balirmtu 

Palermo  is  regularly  built.  It  is  divided  into  four  nearly  equal 
parts  by  tv/o  principal  ftreets,  that  crofs  each  other,  that  are  equal 
in  their  breadth,  and  that  would  be  beautiful,  if  the  houfes  were 
better  built. 

According,  to  an  excellent  cuftom  of  Italy  and  Sicily,  each  window 
has  its  balcony,  with  an  iron  railing.  In  warm  climates,  it  is  not 
merely  agreeable,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  to  enjoy  the  cool  of  the 
evening.  But  thefe  balconies  do  not  give  the  flreets  a  good  appear- 
ance :  efpecially  when,  as  is  generally  the  cafe,  they  are  Hoped  v^ithcut 
tafte.  In  long  ftreets,  which  at  the  farther  end  appear  narrow,  you 
feem  as  if  you  were  fhut  up  in  an  iron  cage. 

The  city  contains  above  a  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants.     Thirty 

*  "We  fliould  remember  that,  when  the  ancients  fpeak  of  the  Greek  colonies  in 
Sicily,  they  always  mean  thofe  who,  in  confequence  of  the  anfwer  given  by  the  oracle 
of  Apollo.,  fettled  in  Naxus,  and  Syracufe  -,  and  not  of  the  Greeks  of  a  much  earlier 
age. 

years 
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years  ago,  the  people  were  numbered  at  one  hundred  and  two  thou- 
iand  one  hundred  and  fix  *  ;  and,  lince  then,  the  population  has  in- 
creafed :  but  the  ufual  eftimate  of  Palermo,  which  ftates  the  popula- 
tion at  a  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand,  is  exaggerated. 

Palermo  is  the  feat  of  the  viceroy,  of  the  archbiihop,  who  is  primate 
of  the  kingdom  and  chief  of  the  Braccio  Ecclefiajlko^  or  fpiritual  court, 
and   of  the  Giiidice  delta  Motiarchla ;  which  is  the  title  of  a  principal 
€cclefiaftic,  who  is  the  vice  legate  of  the  Pope,   and  nominated   by  the 
King.     Roger  the  Second  Count  of  Sicily,  about  the  end  of  the  ele- 
venth century,  was  appointed  by  Pope  Urban  the  Second  as  the  Papal 
legate  in  Sicily.     When  in  the  year  1 129  he  afTumed  the  title  of  King, 
he  continued  in  this  fpiritual  office ;  and  his   fucceffors   followed  his 
example.     It  was  the  characfler  of  the  times  for  Kings   to  confider 
themfelves  as  honoured  by  being  legates  of  the  Pope  ;  and   the  Popes 
were  flattered  by  fuch  officers.     In  later  times  the  Popes  would  wil- 
lingly have  deprived  them  of  this  honour  :    but  the  Kings  of  Sicily 
maintained  it,  in  diminution  of  the  power  of  the  Pope,  whofe  office 
they  fo  well  know  how  to  exercife  as  to  leave  his  Holinefs  but  little 
influence. 

The  fcirocco  is  felt  in  no  town  in  Italy  fo  intenfely  as  here.  Thefe 
hot  gufts  from  the  fandy  deferts  of  Africa,  in  paffing  the  fea,  lofe 
much  of  their  power,  before  they  reach  the  fouthern  parts  of  Sicily : 
but  they  colled  new  fl:rength  in  croffing  the  ifland.  About  midday  a 
cooling  fea  breeze  fprings  up  :  for  which  reafon  the  morning  in  Paler- 
mo is  hotter  than  the  noon. 

The  heats  felt  are  increafed  by  the  hill  Fcllegr'ino ;  which  fl:ops  the 
burning  vapours  of  the  fcirocco  in  their  courfe. 

This  mountain  by  the  Greeks  was  called  Er^a :  v  Ecjct)?  :  llkewife 
^  ^EipjcTM  :  and  from  it  Hamilcar  Barcas,  the  father  of  Hannibal,  oppofed 
the  Romans  nearly  three  years,  during  the  firfl:  Punic  war  ;  although 
no  town  in  Sicily  took  part  with  the  Carthaginians. 

*  Amico,  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 
Vol.  IL  K  k  The 
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The  profpecSl  toward  the  fea,  the  Pellegrino^  and  the  verdant  plain  of 
Sfcra  dl  Cavalli^  which  feparates  the  promontory  from  the  mountains 
and  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  which  is  the  promontory  of  Zaffaranay 
adds  charms  to  the  city.  Many  gardens,  which  appear  to  be  better  laid 
out  than  thofe  at  a  diftance  from  Palermo,  afford  agreeable  and  cooling 
fhades ;  and  particularly  the  large  gardens  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  a  row 
of  country  houfes,  on  the  way  to  Termini,  which  are  called  La  Ba- 
gar'ia.  They  cheer  the  eye  ;  which,  bold  as  the  contour  of  the  moun- 
tainous (liore  is,  does  not  willingly  repofe  on  thofe  naked  heights. 

From  the  terrace  of  an  Arabian  palace,  which  was  built  in  the  ninth- 
century,  the  whole  city,  the  fea,  the  promontory,  and  La  Bagaria^  ars 
overlooked.  This  palace,  is  called  Zi'za ;  after  ^aziza,  daughter  of 
an  E7?iir  of  Palermo  ;  to  whom  the  other  Emirs  were  fiibjed.  The^ 
daughter,  Aaziza^  married  another  E?nir ;  and  the  letter  in  which  he 
demanded  her  in  marriage,  and  the  anfwer  returne.d  by  the  father  are 
ftill  extant.  Aaziza  lived  in  the.  ninth  century  ;  and  the  palace  was 
repaired  during  the  laft. 

Another  palace,  called  Cuhha^  Is  likewife  of  the  Saracen  times  ;  and 
now  ferves  as  a  garrifon  for  cavalry  *.  The  ^ra  of  the  government  of 
the  Arabs,  and  of  their  fucceflbrs  the  Normans,  is  fhortly  to  be 
elucidated.  Six  Italian  miles  from  the  city,  in  the  library  of  ths 
monaftery  of  San  Marthio^  an  unknown  treafure  of  the  hiftory  of  this 
country  lay  ;  till,  about  eight  years  ago,  the  library  w^as  vifited  by  an 
ambaffador  from  Morocco  :  who,  taking  up  a  manufcript,  difcovered 
it  to  be  the  hiftory  of  the  government  of  the  Arabs.  The  Abbate 
Vella,  a  Maltefe,  who  refides  here  and  who  being  learned  in  the  Ara- 
bic accompanied  the  ambaffador,  mentioned  this  difcovery^  and,  ca 
command,   publifhed  the  manufcript,   with  an  Italian  tranflation  f.  . 

There 

*  Gefchlchte  der  Araber  in  Sicilieny  m.  th.  f.  9.  lo.  1 1. 

f  This  work  is  likewife  now  publifhed  in  German  ;  under  the  title  of  Gefchichte  der 
Araber  in  SicilieUy  und  SiciUens  unter  der  herrfchaft  der  Araber :  in  gleichzeitigen  urhinden 
njon  diefim  volke  felbji :  aus  dem  Jtaliafiifden,  mit  anmeriungen  und  zujatzen  :  von  Philipp 

Willhelm 
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There  is  llkewlfe  the  lafl:  volume  of  another  manufcrlpt,  publlflied 
by  him  ;  which  contains  the  letters  of  information  fent  by  an  Arabian 
arabaflador,  during  the  Norman  period,  with  the  anfwers  of  the  Ca- 
liphs of  Egypt. 

Thefe  intcrefting  documents  will  indubitably  afford  you  pleafure. 
What  then  will  be  your  feelings,  when  I  inform  you  that  this  Abbate 
Vella  pofleffes  an  Arabic  tranllation  of  feventeen  of  the  loft  books  of 
Livy  ?  the  books  fixty  to  feventy-fix  incluhve  ;  in  the  laft  of  which 
only  there  are  fome  imperfections  ! 

But  how  came  he  poffefled  of  this  manufcript  ?  The  ftory  is  thus 
told.  Favray,  a  French  painter,  who  was  a  Cavalier e  Scrvente  of  the 
order  of  Malta,  through  the  medium  of  the  French  ambaffador,  ob- 
tained permiffion  to  meafure  and  take  a  plan  of  the  mofque  of  Selim 
at  Conftantinople  ;  which  was  formerly  the  church  of  Saint  Sophia. 
While  employed  in  this  work,  as  he  ftepped  upon  a  cornice,  he  fet  his 
foot  on  a  roll,  looked  at  it,  faw  it  v/as  a  manufcript,  and  put  it  in  his 
pocket. 

When  he  returned  to  Malta,  he  prefented  it  to  the  then  Grand 
Mafter  :  who  gave  it  to  the  Abbate  w^ith  thefe  words — "  Accept  this 
book,  it  w^ill  one  day  render  you  famous."  Vella  was  aftoniihed 
when  he  difcovered  what  were  the  contents  of  the  work.  A  diforder 
on  the  lungs  occafioned  him  to  make  a  voyage  to  Sicily  ;  and  unwil- 
lingly, at  the  command  of  the  Grand  Mafter  who  had  been  apphed  to 
by  the  King,  he  undertook  the  tranflation  of  the  two  Arabic  hiftorical 
works,  Vv'hich  has  hitherto  prevented  him  from  tranflating  Livy. 

Several  perfons  believe  the  tale  of  finding  Livy  to  be  a  romance  • 
and  accufe  Vella  of  having  purloined  a  manufcript  from  the  hbrary  of 
a  monaftery  in  Girgenti.     They  fay  that,  wAitn  he  was  employed  in 

WiUhchn  GctUeb  Hausleutiier.  In  vler  h'dnden.  That  is  :  A  hiflory  of  the  Arabs  in  Sicilv 
and  of  Sicily  under  the  government  of  the  Arabs  j  from  contemporary  documents  of  the 
people  themfelves  :  tranflated  from  the  ItaHan,  v/ith  additions  anxl  remarks  :  in  four 
volumes.     By  Philip  Wil.  Got.  Hausleutner. 

K  k  2  tranflating 
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tranflating  his  Arabic  hiftory,  the  monks  in  GIrgenti  were  commanded" 
to    furnifh   him   with   all    the   Arabic    manufcripts    of  their  library,. 
Among  thefe,  he  difcovered  a  large  fragment  of  an  Arabic  tranflation^ 
of  Livy,   and  fecured  it  for  himfelf ;  adding  that  the  ftory  of  Favray 
as  well  as  of  the  Grand  Mafter,"who  are  both  dead,  is  all  invention. 
They  llkewife  allege   that  this  manufcript  was  bound  in  the  manner 
that  different  other  manufcripts  of  thefe    times,  to   be  met  with  in 
Sicily,  are  bound.     It  is  known  too,,  that  the  learned  Arabs  of  all  ages- 
were  better  inftruded  in  Greek  than  in   Roman  literature  ;   and  that: 
philofophy,    natural   hiilory,    and   phyfic,  were   highly    efteemed    by 
them  :  but    that  they  held  ancient  hiftory  in  little  eftimation,    their 
own  excepted. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  Vella  gives  hopes  that  the  fixtieth  book  will  foon 
appear  in  an  Italian  tranfiation  :  but  that  he  will  not  publifh  the  whole 
of  the  manufcript,  till  he  has  obtained  a  fufficient  number  of  fubfcrib- 
ers  to  fecure  him  from  lofs. 

I  have  feenthe  manufcript,  but,  as  I  do  notunderftand  even  the  Ara- 
bic character,  I  can  form  no  judgment  concerning  its  authenticity.     I 
advifed  him  to  publifh  the  Italian  tranfiation,  and   then   to    fell  the- 
Arabic  manufcript  to  fome  Prince,  or  public  library:  but  he  is  unde- 
termined. 

Livy  muft  have  fufFered  much  by  any  tranfiation  ;   and  how  much 
more  by  being  retranfiated  !    No  writer  poilefled  the  grand  talent  of 
preferving  a  noble  and  elevated  flyle,  and,  as  the  fubjedt  varied,  to  vary 
His  colouring  without  departing  from  his  dignity,  in  a  higher  degree' 
than  Livy..     Ever  the  fame,  yet  ever  diiFerent,   he   appears  as  if  in- 
fpired  by  the  very  fpirit  of  the  times  and  the  events  he  has  to  record,. 
He  has  no  peculiarity  of  manner  :  he  rifes  above  fuch  petty  conftraint  |- 
and,Uke Raphael,  pofl^effes  this  grand  peculiarity  that  he  has  no  manner. 

Far  as  the  tranfiation  which  this,  or  any  other  work  after  the 
Arabic,  muft  be  below  the  original  Latin,  yet,  if  the  manufcript  have 
full  juftice  done  it,  it  will  be  of  great  value.     The  events  of  a  nation, 

whofe 
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whofe  defllny  had  fo  powerful  an  inOuence  over  the  whole  globe,  ar- 
ranged by  Livy,  mull  deferve  our  lerious  attention.  Many  a  fine 
Roman  feature,  it  is  true,  muft  be  concealed  under  the  double  drapery 
firft  of  an  Arabic  and  then  of  a  modern  drefs  :  but,  in  defpite  of  thefe 
foreign  folds,  the  ncbie  ftep,  and  the  free  motions,  will  be  diftinguifh- 
able,  as  the  delighted  reader  is  led  from  event  to  event,  and  confi- 
dentially, like  friend  converfmg  with  friend,  is  conduded  over  the 
wrecks  of  ancient  days. 

A  building,  which  was  formerly  a  monaflery  of  the  Jefuits,  is  def- 
tined  for  the  ufe  of  the  Academy  ;  and  the  library,  which  has  only 
been  eight  years  in  colleding,  already  confifts  of  about  forty  thoufand 
volumes.  Father  Sterzinger,  the  librarian,  a  German,  is  a  man  of 
underftanding,  worthy  and  literature.  The  library  is  daily  open  for 
forae  hours  to  the  public  ;  and  we  found  many  young  people  mak- 
ing extrads.  Father  Elifeo,  from  Naples,  is  a  man  of  merit,  as  a 
teacher  of  experimental  philofophy.  Father  Piazza,  from  the  Vel- 
telin  or  Valteline,  an  Italian  province  of  the  Grifons,  the  teacher  of 
aftronomy,  is  the  friend  and  correfpondent  of  Herfchel  and  De 
Lalande  *.  Aided  by  the  celebrated  mechanic  and  aftronomer  Ramf- 
den,  of  London,  he  has  difcovered  an  inftrument  which  has  all  pofli- 
ble  advantages  for  obferving  the  liars  by  day,  as  well  as  by  night.  He 
is  publilliing  a  defcriptiotty  with  engravings,  of  this  excellent  inftru- 
ment. My  entire  ignorance  of  aftronomy,  which  I  contemplate  at 
an  avv^ful  diftance,  difables  me.  from  communicating  any  idea  of  this 
inftrument. 

The  anatomical  theatre,  and  the  cabinet  of  natural  hiftory,  I  conli- 

*  This  famous  aftronomer  wrote  to  father  Piazza,  Noiu  venons  de  declarer  la  guerre '^ 
ce  qui  r^cmpechera  ni  tws  obfervations  n't  nos  calculs.  "  We  have  juft  declared  war  j  but 
this  will  neither  impede  our  obfervations  nor  our  calculations." 

On  the  day  that  the  people  ftormed  and  deflroyed  the  Baftile,  De  Lalande  was  at 
work  from  eight  in  the  morning  to  three  in  the  afternoon,  without  intermiflion  ;  undif- 
turbcd  by  the  tumult  which,  like  an  elecStric  fliock,  was  felt  through  the  whole  king- 
dom.    This  trait  will  remind  you  of  Archimedes^-"  Take  care  of  my  circle  !" 

der 
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Ser  as  being  yet  in  their  infancy  :  though  the  latter  is  remarkable  for 
its  colledion  of  fifhes,  which  are  fo  excellently  preferved  as  to  feem 
alive. 

Signor  Carelli,  the  fecretary  of  the  Viceroy,  poiTefTes  an  excellent 
colle£lion  of  ancient  coins :  among  which  there  are  feveral  that  have 
hitherto  been  unknown.  Thofe  of  the  Greek  towns  In  Sicily,  and 
among  the  reft  of  Syracufe,  are  remarkable  for  their  beauty.  There 
is  one  of  Syracufe,  which  has  never  before  been  difcovered,  having 
on  one  fide  the  figure  of  Apollo,  and  on  the  other  of  Diana,  of  ex- 
cellent workmanfhip. 

There  are  likewife  Punic  coins  in  this  collection  ;  which  probably 
were  ftamped  either  in  this  city,  in  Solus  or  in  Mcfya.  They  con- 
tain on  one  fide  the  Carthaginian  horfe-head. 

Among  thofe  of  Panormus^  there  are  fome  that  have  Greek  infcrip- 
tions ;  which  probably  may  be  of  the  period  between  the  end  .of  the 
firft  Punic  war  and  the  reign  of  Auguftus.  This  Emperor  fent  a 
iloman  colony  here  ;  and  I  doubt  whether,  after  that  epocha,  great  as 
the  remaining  privileges  of  the  city  were,  it  was  fuifered  to  coin  its 
own  money. 

Several  coins  are  found  the  infcriptions  of  which  arc  half  Greek, 
and  half  Punic  ;  and  thefe  were  probably  coined  foon  after  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  Carthaginians,  when  the  Greek  language  began  to  prevail 
on  this  fide  of  Sicily. 

A  fimilar  accident  has  happened  to  the  Sicilian  coins  of  the  Swa- 
l)ian  sera  :  on  which  the  infcription  upon  one  fide  is  Arabic,  and  upon 
the  other  Greek.  The  Norman  princes,  who  immediately  fucceeded 
to  the  Saracens,  permitted  Arabic  infcriptions  on  all  coins. 

It  is  remarkable  that  all  the  coins  of  the  elder  Dionyfius  have  Punic 
infcriptions. 

Some  miles  from  the  city,  the  little  town  of  Montereale^  which  was 
formerly  the  feat  of  an  Archbifhop,  is  built  upon  a  hill.  After  the 
death  of  the  laft  Archbifliop,  the  King  joined  this  fee  with  that  of  Pa- 
lermo 5 
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lermo  ;  and,  greatly  reducing  the  revenue,  applied  the  remainder  to  the 
royal  treafury.  The  preceding  Archbifhop  made  a  fine  high  road  be- 
tween the  two  towns;  which  is  ornamented  with  fountains,  and  ftatues. 

The  cathedral  of  Montereale  is  an  old  Gothic  building  j  the  altar  of 
which,  at  the  expence  of  the  fame  Archbifhop,  Tefta,  is  richly  em- 
bellilhed  with  filver  ftatues,  and  filver  medallions  of  embolfed  V\rork. 

The  road  enjoys  a  very  pleafant  profpe6:  of  the  gardens  among  the 
hills,  which  form  a  circular  valley,  and  of  thefea. 

A  large  botanical  garden  has  been  planted,  fome  years,  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  Palermo  ;  in  which  I  became  acquainted  with  the  papyrus. 
The  Mufa  Paradiftaca  blooms  and  bears  fruit ;  and  its  flowers  refem- 
ble  thofe  which  v/e  call  the  great  imperial  crown.  I  here  for  the  firft 
time  faw  feveral  beautiful  plants. 

A  ftrudure  is  now  building,  under  the  infpedion  of  the  architect 
Du  Fournay,  which  is  defigned  for  a  public  fchool  of  botany.  It  is 
almoft  finilhed ;  and  is,  in  many  of  its  parts,  an  imitation  of  the  an- 
cient Greek  architecture  in  Sicily,  Whether  this  high  ftyle  be  proper 
for  a  fmall  building,  whether  the  pillars  and  the  cupola  are  in  pro- 
portion, and  whether  pilafters  Vv^hich  like  pillars  are  tapered  toward 
the  extremity  produce  a  good  efFed,  are  doubts  which  my  want  of 
knowledge  will  not  permit  me  to  decide  upon. 

Near  this  is  another  public  garden  called  the  Flora ;  where  there  are 
fhady  walks   and  charming  fhrubs,  with  a  profped:  toward  thefea. 
It  embelliflies  the  Corfo ;   which  is  held  between  this  garden  and  the- 
fea.    Here  I  firft  faw  the  Patieiitia ;  a  beautiful  tall  tree,  which  feems 
to  me  greatly  to  refemble  the  afh  *. 

On  the  fpot  where  now  this  pleafant  garden  flourifhes,  formerlyj 
the  poor  wretches  that  were,  condemned  by  the  Inquifition  were  exe- 
cuted. 

The  reigning  King  has  delivered  Sicily  from  this  horrible  trlbunaL 
It  is  ta  the.  honour  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  that  the  people,  though 

*  J^elja  Azedaraeh  foliis  blpimmtis. 
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very  religious,  have  ardently  and  obftinately  refifted  the  introdu6lion 
of  that  court. 

Under  the  word  Palermo^  in  the  Encyclopedist  we  read  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  this  great  city. 

Palerme,  ville  detruite  en  S'lcile^  dans  le  val  de  Mazzara^  avec  nn 
archeveche  et  iin  petit  port.  Palerme^  avant  fa  deilrudiion  pa?-  tin 
tremhlement  de  terre^  difputoit  a  Mejlne  le  rang  de  capitals  Kile  etoit 
Jitueefur  la  cote  feptentrion ale  *. 

I  think  I  may  be  permitted  to  throw  a  little  light  on  xMi^  fagacious 
paflage. 

Palermo  was  fcarcely  ever  a  larger  city  than  it  is  at  prefent :  for  its 
inhabitants  are  at  leaft  a  hundred,  and  probably  a  hundred  and  twenty, 
thoufand  in  number. 

Its  haven,  the  capacioufnefs  of  which  the  Greek  word  Panormus  de- 
noted, has  been  rendered  a  little  haven  by  no  earthquake  ;  and  this 
fearful  earthquake,  which  deP^royed  the  town,  can  be  no  other  than  that 
which  happened  in  1726  ;   when  a  few  houfes  fell. 

Palermo  maintains  the  rank  of  the  principal  city :  although  Meflina 
lias  at  all  times  contended,  and  will  contend  for  this  rank  ;  and  has  for 
centuries  been  ftyled  by  the  King,  in  his  official  documents,  Mefjlna^ 
Capo  del  Regno :   or  capital  of  the  kingdom. 

Palermo  is  not  only,  without  doubt,  the  largeft  city  in  Sicily  but 
is  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft  beautiful  cities  of  Europe  :  although 
the  Encyclopedie  denies  its  exlftence. 

Our  friends,  the  Meffieurs  Von  Droft,  from  Miinfter,  with  whom 
we  became  acquainted  at  Naples,  are  arrived  in  the  packet  boat  that 
regularly  pafTes  between  Naples  and  Palermo  ;  and  will  contribute  to 
^enliven  our  delightful  journey  through  Sicily. 

*  Palermo,  h.  defiroyed  city  of  Sicily,  In  the  valley  of  Mazzara  j  with  an  arch- 
blQioprick,  and  zfrnall  haven.  Palermo,  before  its  deJiruEiion  by  an  earthquake,  difputed 
the  rank  of  capital  with  Meflina.     It  ivas  fituated  on  the  north  coafl. 

6  LET» 
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LETTER    LXXXVIII. 


Trapani,  1 2th  June  1792. 
JLjEAVING  Palermo  two  days  ago,  our  road  led  us,  contrary 
to  our  expedation,  through  Montereale ;  and  we  now  regret  that,  in- 
ftead  of  vlfiting  this  place,  we  did  not  take  a  trip  to  Mojite  Pellegrino : 
or  to  the  monaftery  of  San  Martino, 

The  fame  Archbifliop  Tefta,  at  whofe  expence  the  magnificent  high 
road  from  Montereale  to  Palermo  was  made,  has  continued  that  road 
though  at  lefs  coft,  and  made  it  palTable  for  carriages  as  far  as  Sala  di 
Fartenico  :  which  is  eighteen  Italian  miles  from  Palermo. 

Leaving  the  verdant  Montereale,  we  afcended  among  the  naked 
heights  till  the  profped  at  once  became  beautiful.  We  beheld  a  fpa- 
clous  valley  before  us,  with  the  bay  of  Caftelamare ;  on  the  north-eafl 
fide  of  which  a  pidurefque  promontory  projeds:  while  the  bay  is 
formed  by  two  inferior  capes,  that  extend  like  the  prongs  of  a  fork 
into  the  fea. 

The  fertility  of  the  valley  juftifies  all  that  has  been  related  of  Sicily 
by  ancient  writers.  Waving  corn,  vineyards,  and  fig  and  olive  trees, 
embellifli  thefe  fortunate  fields  :  where  the  eye  is  flill  more  enraptured 
by  the  blooming  orange  and  citron.  The  lands  are  hedged  round  witl\ 
the  aloe,  and  the  IntUan  fig. 

Above  this  bay,  on  the  Palermo  fide,  is  the  town  of  Hyccara^  t« 
''T-iL-x.cL^ai^  the  birth  place  of  Lais,  too  celebrated  for  her  beauty  and  its 
abufe.  When  a  child,  fhe  was  publicly  fold  among  other  prifoners  by 
the  Athenians ;  when,  led  by  Nicias,  they  had  conquered  this  little 
place,  and  brought  the  inhabitants  to  Athens.  The  town,  which  now 
ftands  where  Hyccara  was  built,  is  called  Carint, 

V°L'  ^^-  L  1  Sala 
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Sala  di  Partemco,  a  well  built  little  place,  by  its  name  points  cut  the 
traces  of  the  fmali  Greek  town  called  Parthcnicon.  It  is  fituated  at  the 
entrance  of  a  charming  valley. 

In  the  evening,  w^e  faw  the  diftant  ifland  of  Uftica  ;  which  for  cen- 
turies, from  the  fear  of  African  pirates,  was  only  inhabited  by  wild 
goats.  The  King  caufed  a  citadel  to  be  built  here,  in  the  year  1765, 
furnillied  it  vyith  a  garrifon,  and  fent  a  colony  to  Uilica ;  which 
flourlQies,  although  -the  ifland  is  in  want  of  frefh  water :  the  water 
they  have  being  kept  in  cifterns.  This  mud  not  be  confounded  with 
the  lefs  and  now  namelefs  ifland  which,  after  a  terrible  occurrence,  the 
ancients  called  OJlcodcs :  the  place  of  bones :  and  to  which  the  Cartha- 
ginians, under  a  warlike  pretext,  fent  a  large  army  of  mercenaries,  to 
whom  they  Vv-ere  in  arrears  for  pay,  and  here  fuficred  them  to  perifli  of 
hunger. 

We  reached  Alcamo  in  the  evening ;  a  well  built  town,  that  contains 
above  eight  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  was  built  in  the  year  828,  on  the 
fruitful  hill  Bonifacio^  by  the  Saracen  Adalcamo. ;  or  Kalcamo  ;  who 
came  from  Africa  :  but  its  fite  was  removed  by  the  Emperor,  Frede- 
rick the  Second,  to  the  plain  in  which  it  now  flands. 

Alcamo  boafts  of  having  produced  famous  men  ;  and,  among  others, 
C'lullo  del  Camo  :  who  is  generally  called  Vincentio  di  Alcamo.  He  was 
the  contemporary  of  Frederick  the  Second  ;  and  is  fuppofed,  by  fome,. 
to  be  the  firft  who  v/rote  poetry  in  the  Italian  language  :  at  leaft,  he 
was  one  of  the  firft  Italian  poets.  As  it  was  Sunday,  vv'e  were  not  fur- 
prifed  to  fee  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  tumultuoufiy  crowding 
the  ftreets  :  for  this  is  a  cuftom  through  all  Italy.  They  begin  on  the 
Saturday  evening,  after  the  labour  of  the  week  is  over,  to  colled:  ia 
the  market  places,  and  ftreets.  He,  who  fhould  be  unacquainted  with 
their  manners,  would  imagine  that  fome  extraordinary  event  or  infur- 
re£lion  had  caufed  them  to  aflemble  :  for  they  ufually  fpeak  all  to- 
gether, with  loud  voices,  rapid  articulation,  and  animated  geftures.  In 
the  midfl  of  their  violent  contentions,  you  every  moment  expedt  they 

will 
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Will  feize  each  other  by  the  throat,  and  are  agreeably  furprlfed  to  hear 
them  end  in  a  loud  laugh. 

Thus  it  was  at  Alcamo,  where  the  flreets  feemed  to  be  in  an  uproar  till 
after  midnight,  when  fmging  and  mufic  began  :  yet,  as  early  as  three 
in  the  morning,  the  people  were  going  about,  crying  aloud  the  bread 
and  meat,  which  they  fold  to  the  workmen  that  were  preparing  for 
their  labour  in  the  fields.  The  Sicilians,  like  the  Italians,  need  but  little 
deep ;  and  willingly  part  with  that  little  for  any  diverfion.  Hence 
the  cuftom  of  ferenading  ever  has  and  ever  will  prevail.  Horace,  in 
the  ninth  ode  of  his  iirft  book,  fpeaks  of  the  ferenades  of  his  days.  He 
has  been  hitherto  mifinterpreted,  by  fome  commentators  ;  and,  although 
the  manners  of  the  fouth  of  Italy  and  of  Sicily  might  have  pointed  out 
what  the  poet  intended  to  defcribe,  yet,  I  Ihould  probably  ftill  have 
mifunderftood  him,  if  a  lucky  accident  had  not  informed  me  of  the 
true  meaning  of  the  verfe. 

A  volume  of  the  Gazette  Litter  aire  de  V  Europe  fell  into  my  hands 
at  Naples  ;    a  journal  which   gave  extrads    from  the  commentator, 
Abbate  Galiani ;  a  writer  who  died  fome  years  ago  at  Naples,  a  man  of 
underftanding,  and  famous  for  his  numerous  works*.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  whole  of  his  commentary  has  yet  been  made  public. 

The  ode  of  which  I  am  fpeaking  begins 

Vides  lit  altaJJet  nive  candidum 
Sora^e 

HoR.l.  i,  od.  g. 


The  verfes 


Behold  SoraQe's  airy  height. 

Francis. 

Letiefquefub  noBemfufurri 
Compojita  repetantiir  hora  — 

An  aflignation  fweetly  made. 

With  gentle  whifpers  in  the  dark— 

Francis. 


*  See  cifFecenc  numbers  of  the  above  journal,  for  the  year  17(55. 

L I  2  have 
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have  generally  been  uaderftood  as  if  the  poet  fpoke  of  fecial  friends, 
who  met  together  in  the  evening.  But  why  fhould  they  fpeak  in  whif- 
pers  ?  And  why  at  an  appointed  hour  ?  Is  not  the  unexpeded  viiit  of 
a  friend  often  the  mo  ft  pleafant  ? 

Others  came  nearer  to  the  meaning,  without  attaining  it.  They  fup- 
pofed  the  poet  had  fpoken  of  two  lovers  converfmg  together.  Let  us 
hear  our  acute. Neapolitan. 

*'  Thefe  Lenes  SufurrV^'  fiiys  Gallani,  "  are  not  the  foft  whlfpersof  two 
"  lovers  ;  they  are  ferenades.  To  elucidate  my  meaning,  it  will  be 
"  neceifary  for  me  to  enlarge  a  little  on  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Ro- 
"  mans  :  manners  which  are  ftill  preferved,  in  the  lower  parts  of  Italy, 
"  Spain,  and  the  Eaft.  Love,  that  ever  powerful,  but  ever  hypocri- 
"  tical  pafTion,  fuuers  itfelf  to  be  fettered,  and  conflrained,  as  long  as  it 
"  can  endure  :  but,  wlien  it  gathers  fufficient  ftrength,  it  breaks  its  chains 
*'  and  recovers  its  freedom.  In  Spain  and  Italy,  where  the  climate  will 
"  permit,  the  lover  declares  his  pafTion  in  the  ftreet,  and  at  the  win- 
"  dows.  In  France  and  Germany,  where  the  winds  are  more  rude, 
*'  love  is  obliged  to  open  the  door,  and  tell  his  tale  by  the  fire  fide.  In 
**  the  country  of  Horace,  the  door  was  impaffable,  and  the  houfe  con- 
"  fidered  as  facred :  particularly  if  it  contained  a  young  maiden  that 
"  was  marriageable. 

*'  But  let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves :  neither  Arab  nor  Turk  firft  in- 
"  troduced  the  jealoufy  of  the  feraglio,  to  Greece  and  Afia.  The- 
"  cuftom  is  much  older :  it  is  attached  to  the  foil  :  it  ftill  exifts  in 
"  Italy  ;  or  rather  did  exift,  till,  at  the  end  of  the  lad  century,  French 
"  manners  prevailed  over  all  Italy.  In  the  fouth  however  this  ancient 
"  cuftom  ftill  remains  in  full  force*.     The  doors  there  are  yet  impalF- 

"  able 

*  This  extreme  reftraint  originates  in  a  mlftruft  of  women,  and  the  ill  opinion  which 
prevails  of  the  fex.  A  prudent  and  cha{>e  education  honours  and  ennobles  the  fair: 
who  are  mod  injurioufly  dcbafed  by  oriental  confinement.  The  Gennan  and  Englifh. 
women  are  the  moft;  virtuous  of  their  fex.  No  where  are  unmarried  women  fo  innocent  j 
or  the  married  fo  happy.     No  where  are  wives  fo  honoured,  and  fo  full  of  worth,  as 

among 
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'*  able  to  lovers.  Watched,  as  tliey  are  in  Turkey,  the  gu'ls  fpend  a 
"  great  part  of  their  time  at  the  window,  efpecially  by  night,  liRening 
*'  to  the  fongs  which  the  lovers  fing  in  a  low  voice,  that  they  may  not 
*'  difturb  the  neighbourhood.  The  maiden  conceals  the  light  of  her 
'*  chamber  ;  and  her  lover  only  knows  that  ihe  is  prefent  by  her  fofc 
**  whifpers,  which  he  hears  from  the  balcony.  I  have  a  thoufand  times 
**  w^itneiTed  the  fcenes  w^iich  Horace  defcribes.  On  a  fudden  the  girl 
"  is  filent,  and  returns  no  more  anfwers  to  the  difcourfe  of  her  lover  ; 
"  who,  being  in  the  dark,  knows  not  whether  fhe  ftill  liftens  or  is  gone. 
''  He  fpeaks  again,  again  waits  to  hear,  and  at  laft  receiving  no  re- 
"  ply  is  perfuaded  that  his  beloved  is  retired  to  reft  ;  or  that,  fright- 
"  ened  by  a  noife  in  her  mother's  chamber,  fhe  has  thrown  herfelf  un- 
"  der  the  bed  clothes  and  counterfeited  fleep, 

"  Thefe  accidents  of  fright  are  fo  common  that  the  lover  is  not  afto- 
'*  niihed  if  he  be  fuddenly  left  in  the  middle  of  his  nightly  colloquy. 
*'  Dejeded,  he  puts  his  mandoline  in  its  cafe,  and  is  about  to  be  gone  j 
*'  when,  in  an  inftant,  his  young  miftn^fs,  who  had  retired  to  a  corner 
"  of  her  chamber,  gives  a  loud  laugh  to  inform  him  that  flie  ftill  liftens^ 
"  and  that  fhe  had  only  been  fportively  playing  him  a  trick.  Over- 
"joyed,  enraptured,  he  returns  and  again  begins  his  amorous  endlefs 
"  tale. 

"  This  agrees  with  the  defcription  of  Horace  ; 

Nunc  et  Intentis  prodltor  inthna 
Grains puellce  rijus  ab  attgulo^ 

Pignufqtte  dereptum  lacertis 

Aut  digits  male  pertinaci. 

The  laugh  that  from  the  corner  flieSj 
The  fportive  fair  one  fhall  betray  •, 


among  the.  Germans,  and  the  Englifh.  Neither  have  our  women  that  cold  referve  which 
is  frequently  the  lot  of  an  Englifhwoman.  What  Galiani  fays  of  the  hypocrify  of  love 
is  in  part  explained  by  the  text,  and  in  part  muft  be  underllood  only  of  this  pafiion  in  tne 
South. 

Then 
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Then  boldly  fnatch  the  joyful  prize  •,  -;. 

A  ring  or  bracelet  tear  away  : 
While  flie  not  too  feverely  coy. 
Struggling  fliall  yield  the  willing  toy. 

Francis. 

**  In  the  two  laft  lines,  Horace  gives  us  a  pidure  of  what  happens  at  a 
**  houfe  door.  In  Ital/,  the  young  gh-ls  are  permitted  to  ftep  to  the 
"  door,  for  a  moment,  efpecially  at  the  beginning  of  night.  The  lover 
"  is  careful  to  pafs  and  repafs,  that  he  may  catch  the  inftant  in  which 
"  he  may  remind  his  miftrefs  of  the  hour  of  their  nightly  meetings, 
"  prefs  her  to  obferve  her  promife,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  a  token. 
"  The  laft  is  generally  no  more  than  a  pretext,  that  he  may  fqueeze 
"  her  hand,  and  take  a  ring  from  her  finger  which  is  weakly  defended.'* 
Thus  far  Galiani ;  and  I  have  no  difficulty  in  admitting  that  the 
two  laft  lines  explain  what  adually  happens.  The  girl  has  played 
tricks  with  and  laughed  at  her  lover ;  and,  being  inclined  to  be  recon- 
ciled, runs  down  to  the  houfe  door.  She  quarrels  with  him  only  for 
the  pleafure  of  making  it  up.  Our  vetturino,  a  lively  young  man,  who 
hasfeveral  times  travelled  over  all  Sicily,  was  not  fo  weary  by  riding  in 
the  heat  but  that  he  willingly  touched  the  ftrings  of  his  inftrument 
nightly  before  many  a  window.  Abfent  from  home  and  in  want  of  a 
more  tender  objed:,  he  fometimes  gave  us  a  ferenade. 

Yefterday,  we  rode  through  an  open,  and,  in  general,  an  ill-cultivated 
country.  There  are  two  large  remains  of  the  ancient  town  of  Egejla^ 
nine  Italian  miles  from  Alcamo  :  one  of  which  is  a  temple,  that  is  in  as 
good  prefervation  as  the  temple  of  Pasftum.  It  has  fix-and-thirty  pillars  ; 
and  is  fourteen  pillars  in  length  and  fix  in  breadth.  They  are  of  the 
Doric  order,  and  of  the  travertine  ftone  :  no  doubt  from  the  rocks  of 
the  country.  The  pillars  ftand  upon  focles  :  which  fingle  circumftance 
feems  to  prove  them  of  a  later  xra  than  that  in  which  the  temple  of 
Paeftum  was  built  ;  the  pillars  of  which  have  no  focles.  The  archi- 
trave and  the  two  frontifpieces  have  withftood  the  ravages  of  time. 

Some 
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Some  pillars  have  been  repaired  by  the  prefent  King ;  and  a  Latin  in- 
fcription,  which  points  them  out,  disfigures  thefe  remains  of  antiquity. 
The  pillars  are  fo  large  that  three  of  us  could  not  within  an  ell  and  a 
half  encircle  one  of  them.  Contrary  to  the  Grecian  manner,  they  are 
poliihed  :  but  probably  they  have  been  fluted  ;  for  they  arefomewhat 
broader  than  the  chapiters,  and,  below,  where  they  reft  upon  the  focles, 
they  have  each  an  incifion  of  about  three  inches  in  height  and  two  in 
depth,  which  is  carried  round  them,  and  appears  to  fhewthe  intended 
fize  of  the  complete  pillar.  It  is  as  difficult  to  determine  whether  this 
temple  had  an  inner  row  of  pillars,  an  inner  wall,  and  a  cell,  rao?,  as  to 
difcover  t!ie  deity  to  which  it  was  dedicated.  The  ancienis  mention 
feveral  temples  of  this  town.  Neither  can  it  be  known  whether  the 
great  flat  ftone,  in  the  middle,  v,^as  placed  there  as  an  altar,  or  as  an 
idol. 

This  temple,  like  that  of  Pasftum,  is  encircled  by  two  fteps.  Within, 
the  building  is  feventy-one  paces  in  length,  and  twenty-fix  in  breadth  ; 
and  witliout,  not  i;  eluding  the  fteps,  feventy-eight  paces  in  lenp-th, 
and  thirty-three  in  breadth. 

There  are  likewife,  on  a  hill,  large  ruins  of  an  ancient  theatre ;  which 
ihew  the  whole  circumference  of  what  was  properly  the  theatre  :  that 
is,  that  part  in  which  the  femicircular  feats  of  the  fpedators  rofe,  one 
above  the  other.  It  is  conftruded  of  large  hewn  ftones ;  but  there  is 
no  trace  of  the  fi: age.  Befide  being  fpedators  of  the  performance,  the 
audience  had  a  line  profped:  toward  the  fea. 

On  the  right  of  thefe  remains  the  river  meanders ;  which  the 
founders  of  Egelta,  who  were  fugitive  Trojans,  called  the  Scamandrus  : 
to  remind  them  of  the  river  of  their  own  country. 

South  of  the  town  the  Simois  empties  itfelf  into  it ;  which  was  like- 
wife  fo  called  by  them,  after  another  Trojan  river.  I  do  not  know  its 
modern  name.  The  Scamandrus  is  now  called  Bartolomeo  ;  and,  near  its 
mouth,  Flume  Frigido, 

Virgil  gives  the  ancient  names  of  thefe  rivers,  when  Iris,  under  the 

form 
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form  of  old  Beroe^  comes,  at  the  command  of  Juno,  and  excites  the 
Trojan  women  to  burn  the  fhips» 

'Nullanejam  Trojce  d'lcentur  mania  ?  nufquani 
HeSloreos  amneSi  Xanthum  et  Simoenta  videbo\? 

Mu.  V.  633. 

Shall  we  no  more  the  Trojan  walls  renew, 
Or  dreams  of  fome  dlflembled  Simois  view  ? 

Dryden,  V.  825. 

Xanthus  and  Scamandrus  are  names  of  the  fame  river. 

Xanthus  his  name,  with  thofe  of  heavenly  birth  ; 
But  called  Scamander  by  the  fons  of  earth. 

Pope,  II.  b.  xx.  v.  10 r. 

The  women  followed  the  counfel  of  Beroe,  four  of  the  fliips  were 
burned,  and  ^neas,  obliged  to  leave  as  many  men  behind  as  thefe  fhips 
had  contained,  aided  by  his  hoft,  Aceftes,  the  fon  of  the  river  Crimiliis 
and  a  Trojan  woman,  founded  this  town  :  which  Virgil  therefore  did 
not  call  Egejla^  but  Acejla» 

That  -£neas  governed  the  Trojans,  after  the  deftru6lion  of  Troy,  is 
beyond  all  doubt.  Homer  makes  Neptune  thus  fpeak  in  the  aflembly 
of  the  Gods. 

Kai  TuiOEi  TTai^uVy  roi  kzv  fxzTOTTi^e  ytvuvrai. 

On  great  ^neas  fhall  devolve  the  reign  ; 
And  fon  fucceeding  fon  the  laft  in  line  fuftaln. 

Pope,  v.  354. 

I  believe  that  he  rebuilt  the  walls  of  Ilion,  and  that  he  reigned  there  : 
but  this  much  is  certain  that,  according  to  an  ancient  tradition,  he 
travelled  to  Sicily  and  Italy.  Virgil,  as  a  Roman  poet,  profited  by 
this  flattering  popular  tale,  and  thu5  derived  the  Romans  from  the 
Trojans.  It  was  likewife  acceptable  to  him,  becaufe  the  family  of 
Csefar  boafled  of  their  defcent  from  a  fon  of  iEneas. 

7  However 
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However  this  may  be,  the  towns  of  Eryx  and  Egefla,  according  to 
the  teflimony  of  the  ancients,  were  founded  by  Trojans,  who  had  ef- 
caped  from  the  Greeks*. 

Egefla,  which  was  likewife  called  Mgcjla^  and  Segejla^  was  a  mighty 
city.  It  twice  induced  the  Athenians,  during  the  Peloponnefian  war, 
to  make  an  attack  upon  Sicily.  The  Egeftians,  or  Acejl<^i^  were  at  war 
with  the  Sdinuntii ;  as  well  concerning  confines  as  becaufe  of  a  mar- 
riage. The  Sclijtmitii^  who  had  afked  aid  of  Syracufe,  prefTed  upon 
their  enemy  by  land  and  fea.  The  Aceflisi  reminded  the  Athenians  of 
the  alliance  they  had  made  with  them  during  the  lafl  war,  requefted 
naval  afTiflance,  and,  which  was  a  more  powerful  motive,  led  the  Athe- 
nians to  fufped;  that,  fince  the  people  of  Syracufe  had  not  been  punifhed 
Ibr  driving  out  the  Leontini  from  their  city,  they  would  foon  rule  all 
Sicily  ;  and,  perhaps,  as  Dores,  afTift  the  Dorians  of  Peloponnefus,  and 
thus  aid  them  to  deflroy  the  power  of  Athens.  It  would  therefore  be 
wife  in  them  to  join  the  confederates  againfl  Syracufe  ;  and  the  more 
fo  as  they,  the  Aceftxi,  would  fupply  money  fufhcient  for  the  war. 

The  Athenians  firft  determined  to  fend  ambaffadors  to  Egefla  ;  who 
fhould  enquire  how  far  it  was  provided  with  the  promifed  fums,  which 
the  Aceflsei  pretended  to  have  in  the  treafury,  and  in  the  temples ;  and 
likewife  to  inform  themfelves  of  the  flate  of  the  war  between  the  Acef- 
trt^i  and  the  Selinuntii  f. 

The  ambaffadors  returned  with  fixty  talents  of  unwrought  filver 
from  Egefla,  as  the  monthly  pay  for  fixty  fliips.  Thefe  ambaffadors 
and  the  Aceflsei  themfelves  both  told  many  untruths,  concerning  the 
riches  of  Egefla,  in  a  public  affembly  of  the  people  ;  and  war  was  de- 
clared in  Athens  and  fixty  galleys  were  fent. 

They  afterward  difcovered  that  the  ambaffadors  had  been  deceived, 
by  the  people  of  Egefla  ;  who  had  firfl  taken  them  to  the  temple  of 
'Venus,  on  Mount  Eryx,  and  there  had  difplayed  its  wealth  in  flagons, 

*  Thucydides.  f  Tliucyd.  lib.  vl.  p.  381, 

Vol.  XL        .  Mm  goblets. 
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goblets,  cenfers,  and  other  veflels ;  with  their  remaining  no  fmall  trea- 
fure  in  filver,  which  appeared  greater  than  it  was  in  reality.  They 
next  invited  the  Athenians  to  their  banquets ;  and,  on  thefe  occafions, 
produced  gold  and  filver  vefTels,  the  greateft  part  of  w^hich  had  been 
borrowed  from  the  Phoenicians  and  Greek  towns  of  Sicily.  As  thefe 
veffels  were  exhibited  wherever  the  Athenians  v/ere  invited,  and  on 
each  occafion  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  property  of  the  hoft,  the  ambaf- 
fadors  formed  a  magnificent  idea  of  the  wealth  of  the  Aceilxi,  which. 
they  reported  to  Athens*. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  twenty-one  miles,  the  heat  being  rather- 
fevere,  through  an  open  flat  country,  covered  with  grain.   The  farmers 
were  bufied  with  their  wheat  harveft.     The  country  near  Trapani  be- 
came more  pleafant  ;  in  which  town  we  met  a  kind  reception  at  the 
houfe  of  a  merchant,  to  whom  we  had  a  letter  of  recommendation. 

Before  we  entered  the  town,  we  faw  a  fire  burning  on  a  tower  by 
the  fea  fide.  Similar  fu-es  are  kindled  every  evening,  along  the  whole 
coaft  of  Sicily :  which  cuflom  of  fire  fignals  is  very  ancient.  It  is  men- 
tioned by  Homer,  in  the  eighteenth  book  of  the  Iliad. 

'At/Taf  ' AxJ^^£yf  u^ro  Aii  <pi>>oi '  aijt,fi  V  'ASiivn 
'D./A.oii  ap^i/xoiai  ^cx^'  atyi^a,  ^va-cravotcraav' 
^A/jcfi  h  01  m(paM  vstpo;  kre^t  ha  Bsacuv 
Xpytrsov,  EK  J"*  auTOu  ^ocis  (p>^oya  7rafA,(pavoci}irav.. 
*f2$  S"'  0T£  HUTTvoi  luv  k^  afsoi  aiSfp  Imrou 
TvjAoSev  ek  vncr«,  t«v  S"*iio»  aixcpifiaxovrat, 
*OjTe  TravrtfiE^foi  rvys^u  x^ivovrai  d^n'i 
'AreogEK  c<Pete^h'  a^a  ^  ueXii)  xctrad'uvTi 
Tlv^aoi  TE  (pXsyESacriv  Itttit^ J/WOJ,  v^'OaE  S"  avyn 
TivETai  aiffnaoi^   w£f ixTiovEcrcnv  l^EjBai, 

HoM.Il.  xvlli.  203. 

— ■ ^The  hero  rofe ; 

Her  aegis,  Pallas  o'er  his  Ihoulders  throws. 


Thucyd.  lib.  vi,  p.  408. 

Around 
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Around  his  brows  a  golden  cloud  flie  fpread  5 
A  dream  of  glory  flam'd  above  his  head. 
As  when  from  fome  beleaguer'd  town  arife 
The  fmokes,  high-curling  to  the  fliaded  fkies  ; 
(Seen  from  fome  ifland  o'er  the  main,  afar. 
When  men  diftreft  hang  out  the  fign  of  war  j 
Soon  as  the  fun  in  ocean  hides  his  rays. 
Thick  on  the  hills  the  flaming  beacons  blaze  ; 
With  long  projected  beams  the  feas  are  bright, 
And  heavn's  high  arch  refleds  the  ruddy  light : 
So  from  Achilles'  head  the  fplendors  rife, 
Refledling  blaze  on  blaze,  againfl  the  fkies. 

Pope,  II.  b.  xviii.  241. 

Such  fires  are  rikewife  mentioned  by  ^fchylus  ;  and  Cicero  tells  us 
the  Sicilians  had  the  ancient  cuflom  of  giving  notice,  by  thefe  tokens, 
of  the  approach  of  pirates.  Among  the  documents  of  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury, we  find  an  order  of  King  Peter,  of  the  houfe  of  Arragon,  to  kin- 
dle thefe  fires  ;  and,  in  the  year  1329,  a  fimilar  command  was  ifTued 
by  his  fon  Frederic,  to  the  univerfity  of  Palermo.     In  the  year  1579, 
the  Parliament  of  Sicily  laid  a  tax  upon  the  inhabitants  of  ten  thou- 
idiwdfcudi,  for  the  maintenance  of  fuch  fires  ;  which  tax  has  fince 
been  increafed.    Every  evening,  at  the  time  when  the  Italians  fay  their 
Ave  M^^r/^, which  is  a  cufi;om  among  the  devout,that  is, once  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  about  half  an  hour  after  fun  fet,  one  of  thefe  fires  is  kin- 
dled on  a  tower  at  Meflina.     As  foon  as  it  is  perceived  at  the  next 
tower  toward  the  fouth,  the  fame  token  is  like  wife  there  kindled  ;  and 
fo,  from  tower  to  tower,  along  the  \vhole  coad  round  the  ifland,  v/ith 
fuch  expedition  that,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  neighbouring  token 
to  the  weftward  is  feen  at  Palermo.     If,  after  a  fliort  time,  the  fires 
are  extinguifhed,  it  is  a  mark  of  perfed  fafety  :  but,  if  pirates  arc 
difcovered,  the  fire  is  fufi'ered  to  burn  all  night  at  the  place  from  which 
they  were  feen. 

Trapani  derives  its  ancient  name,  Drcpmmm^  from  the  form  of  its 
haven  ;  which  refembles  a  fickle.  The  Greek  word,  cT^gTraror,  fignifies 

M  m  2  a  fickle. 
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a  fickle.     It  is  an  ancient  city  ;  which,  according  to  Virgil,  had  ex- 
iftence  as  early  as  iEneas. 

Diodorus  tells  us  that  Drepanum  was  fortified  during  the  fir  ft  Punic 
war  by  Hamilcar,  the  father  of  Plannibal,  who  had  built  the  city  and 
peopled  it  with  inhabitants  from  Eryx  *  :  but  others  are  of  opinion  that 
it  was  only  repeopled  by  him.  Had  it  been  built  no  more  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  in  the  time  of  Virgil,  he  would  fcarcely  have  at- 
tributed a  poetical  exiftence  to  it  of  fuch  great  antiquity. 

The  Carthaginians  were  always  defirous  of  poflTefling  and  preferving 
this  place ;  becaufe  of  the  excellence  of  its  haven.  It  is  a  large  and 
well-built  city,  and  its  fiireets  are  in  a  right  line.  About  thirty  years 
ago,  it  was  fuppofed  to  contain  feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred  inha- 
bitants ;  and  the  number  has  probably  increafed  to  twenty  thouiand. 
It  is  built  on  apeninfula  ;  and,  during  the  winter,,is  entirely  furrounded 
by  the  fea.  Excellent  fea  fait  is  made  here.  The  fun  is.fufficient  to 
bake  and  bleach  it :  it  is  therefore  cheap,  and  taken  in  great  quantities 
by  foreign  nations,  efpecially  the  Englifli ;  though  the  tax  they  pay  for 
permiflion  to  export  it  is  equal  to  half  the  price. 

Facing  the  city,  there  is  a  fortrefs  on  a  rocky  ifland,  which  is  called 
La  Cohmhara,  It  had  a  name  of  the  fame  fignification  in  the  times  of 
the  Greeks  i  UeAeia^  vmos :  the  ifle  of  doves. 

This  morning  we  rode  over  the  hill  Safi  GiuUano  :  the  famous  mount 
Eryx  of  the  ancients.  According  to  the  fable,  Eryx,  the  fon  of  Venus 
and  King  Butes,  lived  here  J  andpofTefled  a  part  of  the  ifland.  Hercules^ 
on  his  paiTage  through  Sicily,  was  challenged  to  combat  by  Eryx  ; 
who  ftaked  his  lands  againft  the  cattle  brought  from  Spain  and  the  im- 
mortality of  Hercules.  The  latter  was  vidorious,  and  left  the  lands  to 
the  inhabitants  ;  on  condition  that,  if  any  of  his  defcendants  fhould 
require  it,  they  fliould  be  refigned  to  them.  Dorieus,  the  Spartan,  one 
of  thefe  defcendants,  came,  as  fome  fay  in  the  70th,  others  the  78th 
Olympiad,  and  built  Heraclea  :  or  rather  took  pofleflionof  Minoafroni 

*  Dlod.  lib.  xiii.. 
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the  Cretans  (who,  after  the  death  of  Minos^  built  the  town  of  Minoa) 
and  called  it  Heraclea.  This  town  rapidly  increafed,  but  was  deftroyed 
by  the  Carthaginians*. 

The  fable  fays,  that  Eryx  built  a  temple  on  this  mountain,  and 
confecrated  it  to  his  mother,  Venus.  "  Few  temples,"  fays  Diodorus, 
"  were  equally  celebrated.  It  "was  founded  by  Eryx,  and  richly  en- 
"  dowed  by^neas.  The  Sicani  paid  it  great  honours  :  fo  did  the  Car- 
"  thaginians,  when  they  governed  a  part  of  the  ifland  ;  and  ftill  more 
"  the  Romans,  who  confider  themfelves  as  derived  from  the  Goddefs, 
"  and  to  her  afcribe  their  grandeur.  The  confuls,  prastors,  and  other 
"  commanders,  here  paid  public  homage;  and,  in  obedience  to  the 
''  Goddefs,  ftripping  themfelves  of  the  gloomy  pomp  of  power,  here 
"  recreated  themfelves  with  fports,  and  the  intercourfe  of  women.  The 
"  fenate  decreed  that  the  citizens  of  the  feventeen  mofl:  faithful  towns 
"  of  Sicily,  in  honour  of  the  Goddefs,  ihould  adorn  themfelves  with 
"  gold,  and  maintain  a  guard  of  two  hundred  men  for  her  temple  "f ." 

The  goddefs  was  ferved  by  young  women  ;  who  dedicated  them^ 
felves  to  her,  and  to  the  fhameful  cuftom  of  proftituting  themfelves 
for  money,  which  they  fbared  with  the  temple. 

People  fay  that  the  women  of  the  little  town  of  San  GinUano^  which 
Ls  on  the  eailern  fummit  of  the  hill,  are  very  beautiful.  I  know  they 
are  very  fearful.  I  faw  none  but  old  women  :  but  they  bore  no  marks 
of  beauty  in  decay.  The  timidity  of  the  young  women  of  San  Giu- 
llano  has  been  remarked  by  other  travellers* 

Prodigious  foundations,  on  which  the  Saracens  ere^ed  a  caflle,  in- 
dubitably denote  the  place  where  the  temple  flood  ;  and  are  remains  of 
greater  certainty  than  the  fountain,  which  is  called  the  fpring  of  Ve- 
nus: although  I  will  not  deny  its  antiquity.  I  rather  believe  it  to  be 
of  thofe  times.  We  fee  fome  pillars  ia  the  wall  of  the  caftle,  placed: 
horizontally,  which  the  Saracens  ufcd   merely  as  aiding  to  raife  the 

*  Diod.  lib.  iv.  t  Diod.  lib.  iv,  p.  32(?. 
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wall ;  but  which  certainly  belonged  to  the  temple  of  Venus.  There  is  a 
wall,  which  has  cavities  for  nefting  doves  ;  and  many  doves  were  kept 
at  the  temple  :  but  its  architedlure  appears  to  me  to  denote  a  later  sera. 
Numerous  wild  pigeons  nefl  there  at  prefent.  The  fable  fays  the 
doves  of  the  Goddefs  were  fometimes  accufbomed  all  to  fly  away  ;  and 
that  they  then  followed  her  to  Africa.  This  fable  is  founded  on  a 
truth.  A  kind  of  wild  pigeons,  like  other  birds  of  paiTage,  annually 
fly  in  great  numbers  to  Africa ;  from  whence  they  in  like  manner  re- 
turn, at  a  flated  time. 

Trapani  is  fupplied  from  this  mountain  with  water ;  which  pafTes 
through  a  very  long  and  beautiful  aquedud:,  into  which  three  different 
fprings  empty  themfelves.  As  the  country  people  frequently  injure 
the  pipes,  by  watering  their  fields  and  gardens,  the  towns  people  keep 
cifterns  in  their  houfes,  which  are  filled  with  the  water  of  the  aque- 
dud. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  mountain  town  Safi  Ghdlano  have  gardens, 
and  fmall  fields,  on  the  hill  itfelf.  Moft  of  their  tilled  lands  lie  below 
the  town  ;  to  which  the  men,  early  every  Monday,  go,  and  do  not 
return  till  Saturday  evening.  Some  of  them  take  their  wives  and 
children  ;  but  in  general  they  live  with  their  families  only  on  Sundays, 
and  feftivals.  As  jealoufy  is  common  to  them,  probably  they  commit 
their  wives  to  the  ftrid:  guard  of  old  matrons ;  which  may  be  the  rea- 
fon  that  both  wives  and  young  women  are  fo  timid« 

On  this  coaft,  and  among  thefe  mountains,  the  Cyclops  of  Homer 
lived  i  who  were  afterward  tranfported  to  iEtna,  by  later  mythologifts. 


'v\>r[Km))  Of  £«v  vaioucri  xa^va 
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But  high  on  hills,  on  airy  cliffs,  they  dwell : 
Or  deep  in  caves,  whofe  entrance  leads  to  hell. 

PotE,  V.  129. 
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T  faw  a  cavern  In  the  rock  of  the  mountain,  which  reminded  me  of 
this  paffage  of  the  great  poet. 

The  hill  of  Saii  GiuUa?7o  is  likewlfe  called  Monte  di  Trapani ;  and 
we  faw  from  its  top  a  large  tra(5t  of  Sicily,  though  the  horizon  was 
mifty  :  by  which  ^Etna  was  concealed. 

The  three  iilands,  called  the  JEgates^  or  JEgades^  lie  adjacent  to 
Trapani  :  their  prefent  names  are  Lermizo^  Maritimo^  2in6.  Fav'ig?iana  : 
which  is  like  wife  called  Favognafta»  The  two  firft  are  the  higheft  ; 
and  probably  Homer,  comparing  the  laft  with  the  others,  called  it  low  ; 
and  indeed,  feme  few  excepted,  all  the  iflands  of  this  fea  are  much 
higher.  Favignana  has  a  convenient  port,  and  good  anchorage.  It 
was  uninhabited  in  the  time  of  Homer  ;  and  only  ferved  as  the  haunts 
of  wild  goats.  It  is  now  peopled,  and  affords  pafturage  to  cattle. 
Its  cheefe  is  much  efteemed  ;  and  it  produces  corn,  but  not  in  abun- 
dance.    The  haven,  which  Homer  mentions,  is  a  fmall  fafe  bay. 

Favignano  is  fo  very  full  of  fprings  that  the  horfes  and  affes,  pawing 
with  their  hoofs  on  the  fea  fhore,  will  occafion  the  frefh  water  to  bub- 
ble out  of  the  fand..  Its  figs  and  wine  are  good  ;  and  its  pomegranates, 
which  have  no  kernels,  are  famous.  Homer  regrets  that  it  was  not 
cultivated  :.  it  being  naturally  fo  fruitful : 


HoM.  Od.  ix,  131. 

All  things  in  feafon  'twould  produce — 

and  I  have  heard  people  ftill  regret  that  it  is  not  cultivated  as  it  ought 
to  be.  Homer  calls  it  woody  ;  and  it  ftill  has  a  fmall  grove  of  the  a{h 
and  poplar.  We  are  told,  by  a  modern  Sicilian  author,  that  it  breeds 
rabbits,  and  chamois ;  which  laft,  are  the  wild  goats  of  Homer. 

It  w^as  here  that  Ulyfles  was  driven  by  night ;  and,  on  the  next  day, 

hunted  the  wild  goat.     Here  he  left  his  ftiips  ;  one  excepted,  in  which 

he  failed  to  the  Cyclops,  and  met  with  his  famous  adventures.     The 

6  two 
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two  rocks  are  feen,  facing  Trapani,  which  gave  occafion  to  the  fable 
of  the  two  enormous  ftones,  hurled  by  the  Cyclops  after  the  flnp  of 
UlyfTes.  The  firft,  falling  beyond  the  fhip,  drove  it  back  toward  the 
ihore  :  the  fecond,  frilling  fhort,  impelled  it  toward  the  little  ifland. 

Great  latitude  muft  be  allowed  to  the  text,  and  an  ifland  that  does 
not  exift  rnufl  be  raifed  out  of  the  fea,  and  again  be  fuflered  to  dif- 
appear,  if  we  would  allow  thofe  authors  to  have  reafon  who  place  the 
Cyclops  of  Homer  on  Mount  iEtna.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the 
mofl:  trivial  circumftances  accord  with  each  other ;  and  do  honour  to 
the  poet,  who,  as  a  traveller,  at  a  time  when  travelling  was  attended 
with  almoft  infurmountable  difficulties,  had  been  fo  accurate  in  his 
obfervations. 

It  was  one  of  the  rocks  in  this  fea  which  Virgil  has  defcrlbed,  as  the 
goal  for  the  fhip  race  ;  when,  in  the  fifth  book  of  the  iEneid,  he  fo 
beautifully  pidures  the  games  that  were  given  in  honour  of  his  dead 
father,  Anchifes. 

In  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  there  was  a  fecret 
community  at  Trapani,  which  called  itfelf  La  confrate7-uita  di  San 
Paolo :  the  fraternity  of  Saint  Paul.  Thefe  people,  when  affembled, 
pafled  fentence  on  their  fellow  citizens ;  and,  if  any  one  was  con- 
demned, the  way  laying  and  putting  him  to  death  was  allotted  to  one 
of  the  members  :  which  dreadful  office  he  was  obliged  without  mur- 
muring to  execute. 

This  fraternity  will  remind  you  of  our  German  fecret  tribunal,  of 
the  middle  ages  :  a  court  which  we  now  juftly  hold  in  abhorrence. 
In  thefe  ages  of  anarchy,  when  in  truth  the  power  of  our  Emperors 
and  Princes  could  feldom  reftrain  the  excefles  of  the  great,  this  hor- 
rible cuftom  might  perhaps  be  neceffary  :  that  open  oppreffion  might 
be  counteradled  by  an  oppreffion  of  a  fecret  and  therefore  of  a  more 
dreadful  kind. 

It  appears  that  our  fecret  tribunal  maintained  the  refped  in  which 
it  was  held  chiefly  by  its  rigid  impartiality.     The   free   fpirit  of  the 

Germans 
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Germans  would  not  have  endured  the  capricious  exercife  of  fecret 
injuftice. 

The  country  round  Trapani  abounds  with  large  fields  of  the  kali 
plant;  or  foda  ;  which  is  uied  for  the  producing  of  the  alkali,  that  is 
fo  neceflary  to  the  glafs  manufadories.  The  quantity  of  pot  afh 
which  this  plant  annually  yields  for  exportation,  through  the  whole 
kingdom,  is  eflimated  at  two  hundred  thoufand  cantaru 

Coral  in  great  quantises  is  found  in  the  haven  of  this  town,  and 
forms  a  confiderable  branch  of  trade. 

Small  figures  in  baffo  relievo  are  here  cut  on  fliells  :  but  this  inge- 
nious work  is  much  more  neatly  performed  at  Rome. 

Trapani  has  a  gymnafium,  but  no  bookfeller.  A  city  that  contains 
twenty  thoufand  inhabitants  without  a  bookfeller  !  !  A  German,  from 
time  to  time,  fupplies  them  with  books  from  his  fmall  itinerant 
library.  Thofe  who  do  not  need  or  will  not  wait  for  his  affiftance 
muft  write  for  books  to  Palermo, 


LETTER    LXXXIX. 

Girgemi,  17th  June  1792. 
VV  E  rode,  on  the  13th,  through  a  flat  and  open  country, 
from  Trapani  to  Mazzara ;  and  faw.theifland  Pa/italeone^  in  the 
forenoon,  on  our  right.  Unlike  the  reft  of  the  iflands  of  the  Medi- 
terranean that  I  have  feen,  it  is  low  :  except  indeed  the  two  fmall 
iflands  of  the  Tarantine  bay,  the  ihores  of  which  are  flat. 

This  ifland,  and  the  town  it  contained,  were  called  by  the  ancients 
Motya,  The  town  was  founded  by  the  Phoenicians,  was  inhabited  in 
the  50th  Olympiad  by  the  Greeks,  from  C?iidus  in  C^n^,  and  was  foon 
again  taken,  in  common,  by  the  Phoenicians  and  Carthaginians. 

Vol,  II,  N  n  la 


274  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

In  early  times,  this  ifland  was  united  to  the  fhoreby  a  mound  :  but  it 
was  afterward  deflroyed  by  th§  inhabitants,  to  cut  off  the  enemy  on 
the  land  fide. 

Soon  after  we  had  left  the  fmall  ifland  behind  us  on  the  right,  we 
arrived  at  the  town  of  Marfalla  ;  which,  according  to  the  eftimate  6€ 
the  year  1775,  contains  from  fifteen  to  fixteenthoufand  inhabitants. 

Here  ftood  Lilybaiim :  Ai/wf^cciov  :  famous  for  its  haven  among 
the  ancients,  and  not  unfrequently  noticed  in  hiftory.  Thucydides 
does  not  mention  this  town,  though  it  muft  have  exifted  in  his  time. 
Diodorus,  in  one  place,  fays  that  it  was  built  by  the  Carthaginians  ; 
after  Motya  had  been  deflroyed  by  Dionyfius ;  yet  he  appears  only  to 
mean  that  it  was  peopled  with  new  inhabitants  ;  for  he  elfewhere  tells- 
us  that,  in  the  third  year  of  the  8 ill  Olympiad,  452  years  before 
Chrill,  the  people  of  Lilyhaum  were  at  war  with  the  Acefiai  concern- 
ing the  lands  on  the  banks  of  the  Mazzara :  which  was  above  fifty 
years  before  the  deflrudion  of  Motya,  by  Dionyfius. 

The  people  of  Lilybseum  muft  have  been  powerful,  when  they 
were  at  war  with  the  Aceftcci  ;  for,  according  to  Diodorus,  many  ok 
both  fides  were  flain  in  a  battle  *.  Several  ancient  writers  like  wife 
relate  that  one  Strabo,  a  fharp-fighted  man,  faw  a  Carthaginian  fleet 
from  a  watch  tower  fail  out  of  the  haven  of  Carthage  ;  and  that  he 
even  counted  the  number  of  fhips  :  but  I  confider  this  tale  as  fabu- 
lous. When  the  fcirocco  blows,  and  then  only,  the  African  promon- 
tory of  Capo  buojto  may  be  feen  :  but  this  is  at  leaft  from  thirteen  to 
fourteen  German  miles  nearer  than  Tunis ;  and  Tunis  occupies  the 
place  where  Carthage  ftood.  Befide,  the  globular  form  of  the  earth 
makes  it  impcifible  to  difcover  a  ihip  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  German 
miles  :  and  Marfalla  is  no  lefs  from  Tunis. 

Before  we  arrived  at  Mazzara  in  the  evening,  we  faw  many  fingle 
houfes  newly  built. 

During   the  whole   day,  we  met  with   many  palm  trees  ;  which, 

*  Diod.  vol.  i.  p.  469. 
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beautiful  as  they  are,  we  always  here  find  planted  fingly  :  or  two  toge- 
ther, at  the  moft. 

The  weft  coaft  of  Sicily  is  not  fo  well  watered  as  the  north,  and  it 
is  therefore  poor  in  agrumi :  but  the  ligs  are  excellent,  and  in  abun- 
dance. Yet  they  ill  fupply  the  want  of  the  heart  refreftiing  fvveet 
orange,  which  cools  the  blood,  and  of  which  you  cannot  eafily  eat 
too  many.  Thus  it  is  prefcribed,  both  in  Sicily  and  Italy,  by  the  phy- 
ficians,  as  the  beft  remedy  for  various  difeafes  :  as  likewife  are  ice  fruits, 
atid  water  cooled  by  the  fnow. 

Mazzara  may  contain  about  eight  thoufand  inhabitants.  According 
to  Cluverius,  it  belonged  to  the  SeU?iuntit, 

Juft  before  our  arrival  at  Mazzara,  we  thought  we  faw  the  fun  go 
down  behind  the  African  promontory,  Capo  bumio  :  but  it  was  the  ifland 
Pantellaria^  formerly  called  Cojfyra^  which  is  fix  German  miles  from 
Africa.  The  Phoenicians  fent  a  colony  hither ;  and  it  afterward  be- 
longed to  the  Carthaginians.  It  is  very  hilly,  and  abounds  in  woods^ 
corn  fields,  wine,  oil,  fruits,  vegetables,  and  cotton.  The  inhabitants 
likewife  breed  many  cattle,  and  goats. 

This  ifland  is  characterized  by  its  extraordinary  caverns.  The  peo- 
ple make  a  peculiar  kind  of  oil,  from  the  berry  of  the  kntifcus :  but 
the  cotton  is  their  principal  branch  of  trade.  It  is  fix  German  miles 
in  circumference  ;  but  it  is  only  inhabited  on  the  north-weft  fide,  be- 
caufe  it  is  fo  much  expofed  to  be  plundered  by  the  corfairs.  For  this 
reafon,  the  King  maintains  a  garrifon  of  a  hundred  and  forty  men  in 
the  principal  town  ;  which  is  fortified,  and  provided  with  artillery. 
The  inhabitants  however  do  not  entirely  depend  on  the  foldiers,  but 
on  their  own  circumfpedion  and  courage  :  for  they  keep  watch  by 
turns  on  ten  towers  that  are  built  on  the  fliore. 

The  air  of  the  ifland  is  healthy,  and  its  inhabitants  are  ftrong.  A 
fulphurous  fpring  fupplies  them  with  beverage  :  and  they  employ  the 
rain  water  for  other  purpofes,  kept  in  cifterns.  They  as  diligently 
cultivate  as  they  boldly  defend  their  little  country.     Even  the  women 

N  n  2  partake 
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partake  of  thefe  qualities.  Acquainted  with  female  duties,  exceed- 
ingly indufiricus  at  the  loom,  the  diftafF,  and  the  bleaching  ground, 
they  will  frequently  forfake  thefe  occupations,  and  handle  the  oar. 
They  boaft  of  underftanding  the  art  of  fifliing,  and  of  managing  their 
velTels,  equal  to  the  men  ;  and  it  is  even  affirmed,  in  Sicily,  that  they 
have  frequently  been  fcen,  on  the  approach  of  the  Africans,  to  run 
to  the  fhore  with  arms  in  their  hands  *. 

This  warlike  ardour  and  animated  love  of  their  country,  for  which 
the  inhabitants  of  fmall  iflands  are  remarkable,  is  cherifhed  by  the 
afpe6:  of  the  enemy's  coaft,  by  the  remembrance  of  the  times  when 
they  were  governed  by  the  Saracens,  from  whofe  yoke  Count  Roger 
releafed  them,  and  by  later  misfortunes.  In  the  year  1553,  Dragut, 
Captain  Pacha  of  the  Porte,  landed  with  a  hundred  galleys,  took  the- 
fortrefs,  and  made  a  thoufand  prifoners  f . 

Its  prefent  population  confifts  of  more  than  four  thoufand  foulsi 
The  language  of  the  people  is  a  mixture  of  the  African  and  the 
Italian  J. 

On  the  14th,  we  faw  the  little  towns  of  Salfem'i  and  Fartanna  on^ 
our  left.  Salfemi  is  the  ancient  Hallcya  :  ^Ahiy.vocu  Its  Sicilian,  like  its 
Greek,  name  is  derived  from  fait  fprings.  According  to  the  newly 
publiflied  Arabic  documents  ||  from  Palermo,  it  was  called  Saleiman^  by 
a  Saracen  general,  after  his  beloved  fon  ;  who  was  wounded  in  battle, 
and  who  died  the  next  day. 

In  Gafiellvetrano^  a  letter  of  recommendation  opened  to  us  the  pa- 
lace of  the  abfent  Duke  of  Terranova  (of  the  Pignatelli  family)  which 
contains  a  confiderable  colledion  of  old  armour.  The  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  place  is  about  eleven  thoufand. 

In   the    church  of  St.  John,   there  is  a  beautiful  marble    ftatue   of 

John  the  Baptift.     The  countenance,  in  particular,  is  full  of  dignified 

exprefliom     It  was  executed  in  the  year   1522,  and  is  the  work  of 

Gagini ;  an  artift  of  Palermo. 

*  Amieo,  Lex.  Top.  Sic.  f  Fazello.  %  Amlco,  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 

I  Gefchichte  der  Araber  in  Sicil.  i.  th.  f.  C2t  ^ 

^  On 
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On  the  15th,  the  heat  began  fo  earljin  the  day  that,  at  fix  o'clock, 
we  were  obliged  to  ufe  our  umbrellas.  Yet  we  heard  the  nightingale, 
near  Caftellvetrano,  in  a  garden  of  agrunii  and  pomegranate  trees : 
though  in  Germany  it  is  ufually  filent  in  the  heat.  During  the  fore- 
noon, we  rode  through  an  open  country.  Great  quantities  of  a  low 
flirub  are  feen,  through  the  \^\\o\^vat  dc  Maz^ara,  which,  becaufe  of 
its  refemblance  to  the  palm  branch,  is  called  the  dwarf  palm.  Its  bo- 
tanic name  is  pdlma  cham^erops ;  and  chamwrops  htiniilis  :  the  Sici- 
Kans  call  it  glwnarra.  Its  leaves  refemble  the  fticlis  of  an  open  fan. 
Before  thefe  leaves  open  the'-nfe'ves,  they  adhere  to  each  other;  and' 
have  the  form  of  a  long  boat^  which  will  hold  water  r  as  I  have  fre- 
quently proved.  This  flirub  with  us  is  only  about  the  height  of  the- 
fern  :  but  here  I  have  feen  it  of  the  height  of  man.  It  is  ufed  for 
brooms,  and  fent  to  Italy. 

Some  imagine  that  Virgil,  from  this  plant,  called  ^^Xiviw^ pahnofa  Se- 
linns.  At  prefent,  the  palm  tree  no  longer  grows  in  that  country  : 
but  is  this  any  proof  that  it  never  grew  there?  This  argument  would 
only  have  weight  if  the  palm  tree  were  a  native  of  the  illand  ;  which 
it  is  not.  Palm  trees  in  Sicily,  as  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  are  reared 
by  man.  The  wild  parfley,  or  apium^  grows  here  in  great  quantities  : 
after  the  Greek  name  o^  which,  o-fA/i/^r,  and  c^Xivo-^  the  town  of  Se- 
linunt^  or  mere  properly  Seloeims^  and  as  commonly  abbreviated  Se- 
linus^  was  named. 

Here  it  was  that  Timoleon,  by  an  admirable  prefence  of  mind,  re- 
moved a  difiigreeable  impreflion  made  upon  his  army  ;  which  might 
have  been  dangerous.  When  he  was  about  to  pitch  his  camp,  the 
country  people  came  with  mules  that  were  loaded  with  parfley  ;  which- 
was  intended  to  ferve  the  foldiers  inftead  of  flraw  :  but,  as  this  was  the 
plant  with  which  the  Greeks  decorated  their  graves,  they  confidered 
it  as  an  unpropiiious  token,  and  began  to  murmur.  Timoleon  feized 
the  parfley,  wove  it  into  a  garland  for  his  temples,  and  congratulated 

his 
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his  foldiers,  reminding  them  that  thevidors  at  the  Iflhmlan  games 
were  crowned  with  pariley  ;  and  thus  fo  greatly  exaked  their  courage 
that  they  all  followed  his  example.  The  recolledion  v,^as  the  ftronger 
in  their  minds  becaufe  a  part  of  them  were  Corinthians,  who  had  fre- 
quently been  fpedators  of  thefe  games  in  their  own  country,  and  part 
Syracufians,  who  were  originally  of  Corinth.  The  following  day, 
Timoleon  gained  a  great  vidory  over  the  Carthaginians,  obtained 
much  booty,  and  ereSied  a  trophy  *. 

The  remains  of  Selinus  confift  of  the  ruins  of  three  Greek  temples  ; 
which,  for  their  wild,  defolate,    and  confufed,    afped,   I  never  faw 
equalled.     An  earthquake  only  could   have   fported  thus  with   malTes 
fo  cumbrous.     The  huge   lliafts  of  pillars,  with  their  Doric  chapiters, 
lie  tumbled   together  :  fome  few  only  (landing,  and  thofe  not   more 
than  half  their  height.     The  higheft,  at  a  diftance,  looks  like  a  watch 
tower.     It  was  not  without  difficulty  that  we  could  arrive   at   it,  by 
clamberino-  over  the  ruins.     We  could  not  come  at  it  below,  but  were 
oblio-ed  to  take  its  meafure  fome   ells  above  the  ground  ;  and  found 
its  circumference  to  be  twenty-eight  Parifian  feet :  pieds  de  Rot,  They 
muft  have  been  at  lead  a  foot  larger  below  in  circumference  :  for  thefe 
pillars  according  to  the  old  Doric  manner,  are  very  much  tapered.     It 
(lands  in  the  foremoft  temple,  in  which  all  the  pillars  are  polilhed,  and 
that  probably  was  dedicated   to  Zeus :  who  was  held  in  great  honour, 
by  the  ScUnuntU.     The  pillars   of  the  two  other  temples   are  fluted  : 
that  with  the  poliflied  pillars  is  the  largeft.     From  thefe  polifhed  pil- 
lars, and  from  the  flones  which  I  faw  that  were  only  half  wrought,  I 
conjedure  that  this   great  temple  was  building  at  the  time  of  its  de- 
ilrudion.     This  is  the  more  probable  becaufe  I  am  told  that,  in  the 
neighbouring  latomics^  or  ftone  quarries,  ilill  feveral  unfinifhed  fhafts  of 
pillars  are  found. 

Selinus  was  founded  a  century  after  the  building  of  the  Hyhlaan  Me- 


*  Plut.  Life  of  Tim. 

gara. 
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gara^  by  citizens  from  this  place ;  which  lay  between  Lcontmm  and 
Syracufe.  This  happened  in  the  firft  year  of  the  38th  Olympiad,  627 
years  before  Chrift,  under  a  leader  called  Pamilus*. 

In  the  lirft  year  of  the  91ft  Olympiad,  414  years  before  the  birth  of 
Chrift,  the  Aceflai,  who  were  at  war  with  the  Selijiu?itii,  fent  to  Athens 
for  aid  :  to  which  likewife  the  people  of  Leontium,  having  been  driven 
from  that  city  by  the  Syracufians,  fent  the  celebrated  Gorgias. 

The  Athenians,  who  only  fought  an  opportunity  to  fubjed  all  vSicily, 
complied  with  their  requefl  f . 

You  know  how  unfortunate  this  war  was  to  Athens.  The  Acejlid 
were  obliged  to  yield  the  contefted  lands  to  the  Seliniintii  \  but,  as  the 
latter  were  ftill  unfatisfied,  the  Acejicei  fent  to  Carthage,  offering  their 
city  to  the  Carthaginians.  After  various  embaiTies,  in  the  4th  vear  of 
the  92d  Olympiad,  407  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  the  Carthagi^ 
liians  fent  Hannibal,  the  grandfon  of  Hamilcar,  who  fell  before  Himera 
with  a  powerful  army  againft  Selinus. 

It  had  been  long  fince  the  Selinuntii  had  fuftained  a  fiege.     During. 
the  former  war^  which  the  Carthaginians  waged  againft:  Gelo,  about 
feventy  years  before,  the  Selinuntii  were  the  only  Greeks  in  the  ifland 
who  had  been  their  allies,  and  little  expedted  fuch  a  return.     Each  age 
and  fex  took  a  part  in  the  defence  of  their  city,  and  their  freedom  ;  and, 
Hannibal  encouraged  his  troops  by  the  promife  of  plunder.     Battering 
rams  were  placed  againft  the  walls,  and  the   moft  ^-alorous  vied  with 
each  other  in  the  attack,  while  the  trumpets  and  Ihouts  of  war  of  the 
befieging  army  refounded  at  the  onfet.     A  part  of  the  walls  fell  before 
the  battering  engines,  the  Campanian  foldiers  prefixed  forward  and  vv  ere 
driven  back  by  the  Selinuntii,  and  the  battle  ceafed  as  night  approachedi 

In  the  morning,  Hannibal  renewed  the  battle  ;  which  raged  for  nine 
days,  the  vv^omen  hurling  tiles  from  the  roofs  on  the  foe.  At  length, 
the  Selinuntii  were  driven  from  their  narrow  ftreets,   and  cclled:ed  in 

*  Thuc   lib.  vi.  p.  3S0.  f  Died.  lib.  xii.  v.  i.  p.  53;. 

the 
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the  public  place  ;  where,  while  they  dill  continued  to  fight,  they  were 
^11  put  to  the  fword. 

The  Carthaginians  plundered  and  fet  fire  to  the  city  ;  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  which  were  burned  in  their  houfes,  the  reft  were  mur- 
dered without  regard  to  age  orfex,  and  the  dead  were  mutilated,  and 
their  heads  borne  on  pikes. 

The  women,  who  with  their  children  had  fled  to  the  temples,  were 
commanded  to  be  fpared  :  not  in  compaffion,  but  from  the  fear  that 
they  would  confume  themfelves  and  the  temples  by  fire,  and  thus  de- 
prive the  vidtors  "of  their  expected  fpoil.  At  the  approach  of  night, 
the  city  was  plundered,  a  part  of  the  houfes  were  burned,  others  were 
pulled  down  *,  and  blood  and  death  filled  the  ftreets.  Sixteen  thou- 
fand  of  the  flain  were  found,  above  five  thoufand  prifoners  were  taken, 
and  during  the  night  the  Carthaginians  exercifed  the  moft  fiend-like 
cruelty,  and  hift.  Two  thoufand  fix  hundred  of  the  Selinuntii  ef- 
caped,  and  fled  to  Agrigentum,  where  they  were  maintained  at  the 
public  expence  ;  and  the  citizens,  wlio  were  fufl^iciently  difpofed  to 
befriend  them,  were  exhorted  to  afford  them  every  aid. 

At  this  time,  three  thoufand  chofen  Syracufians,  who  had  been  fent 
to  affift  the  Selinuntii,  arrived  at  Agrigentum  :  who,  when  they  heard 
what  had  befallen  Selinus,  fent  envoys  to  Hannibal,  requefting  him  to 
fuffer  the  prifoners  to  be  ranfomed,  and  to  fpare  the  temples.  He  re- 
plied, "  the  Selinuntii  had  not  been  able  to  endure  freedom,  and  muft 

~*  Some  may  be  furprlfed  that  the  ancients,  whofe  cities  were  fo  frequently  taken  and 
burned,  did  not,  like  the  prefent  Italians  and  Sicilians,  build  their  houfes  of  Hone.  But 
why  fliould  they,  in  thefe  unfortunate  times,  build  houfes  which  (hould  remain  when  the 
citizens  fliould  be  flaughtered,  and  their  wives  and  children  fold  as  flaves  ?  As  to  the 
burning  of  the  temples,  it  can  only  be  underftood  that  the  treafure,  furniture,  and  inward 
parts,  could  be  burned.  That  the  temples  themfelves  had  nothing  to  fear  from  tlie 
flames,  a  glance  at  the  prodigious  ruins  will  render  fufSciently  apparent.  They  could  only 
be  deftroyed  by  a  fucceflion  of  ages,  and  earthquakes. 

now 
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now  try  flavery  :  their  angry  Gods  had  forfaken  tli.;n.'*  But,  whea 
the  fugitives  fent  Empedion  to  him,  who  had  always  oppofed  the  vv'-ar 
with  Carthage,  Hannibal  fet  the  relations  of  ':his  man  who  were  pri- 
foners  at  liberty  ;  and  permitted  the  Selinuntii  to  rebullvl  the  houfes  of 
their  town  and  country,  on  paying  tribute  to  Carthage. 

Selinus  had  been  built  two  hundred  and  forty  years  when  it  was 
taken  by  Hannibal*. 

In  the  fame  year,  being  the  4th  of  the  gid  Olympiad  and  407  years 
before  Chrift,  Hermocrates,  the  great  leader  of  Syracufe,  took  poffciTioa 
of  this  defolated  city,  and  coUedled  fuch  of  the  fcattered  citizens  as  had 
efcaped  from  the  Carthaginians. 

Eleven  years  afterward,  Selinus  again  became  fo  powerful  that,  on 
the  invitation  of  Dionyfius,  it  took  part  in  the  war  againft  the  people 
of  Carthage. 

The  city  after  this  continued  a  hundred  and  thirty  years  ;  when  it 
was  once  more  deftroyed  by  the  Carthaginians,  and  the  people  tranf- 
ported  to  LUybaum, 

We  now  find  no  more  mention  of  it,  till,  in  the  ninth  century  of  the 
chrlftian  asra,  a  Saracen  General  landed  here,  found  a  little  town,  de- 
flroyed  it,  and  informed  the  Caliph  that,  in  order  to  fpread  the  terror  of 
his  arms,  he  had  put  the  citizens  to  the  fword,  and  had  called  the  place 
Beld  el  Braghlt^  or  the  Town  of  Fleas,  becaufe  the  inhabitants  were 
taken  like  fleas  f.  The  place  w^here  it  ftood,  continues  to  be  defolate  ; 
while  its  grand  remains  denote  its  ancient  magnificence,  and  its  name, 
^erra  de  gli  Pulc'i^  or  Land  of  Fleas,  is  a  memento  of  the  Muffulman's 
cruelty. 

The  furrounding  country  is  very  fertile.  After  we  had  furveyed 
the  ruins,  among  which  we  found  the  wild  fig  growing,  we  rode  arong 
afmall  foot-path  among  the  tall  ie?itlfcus,  that  rofe  above  the  cork  t  ee  ; 
from  the  tops  of  which  we  heard  the  chirping  of  innumerable   g;afs- 

*  DIod.  vol.  i.  1.  13.  p,  583. 

f  Gefchiehte  der-Ar-ab.  I.  t\i,    f.  8. 

Vol.  IL  O  o  hoppers. 
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hoppers,  of  the  fpecies  that  the  Greeks  called  tettix^  and  the  Romana 
cicada.  Their  Italian  name  is  cicala.  This  grafshopper  is  much  fmaller 
than  ours,  looks  as  the  ancients  fay  as  if  it  lived  upon  dew,  and  leaps 
and  flies  with  equal  velocity.  The  Greeks  delighted  in  them,  for  their 
agility.  I  cannot  withftand  the  pleafure  of  citing  the  ode  of  Anacreon 
to  a  grafshopper. 

M.aKa§i^QIJ.ai  as  thtti|, 
'Ore  d'sv^^suv  £7r  aK^icv 
'0>itynv  c'§oa-ov  TTBTtuKx^y 

2a  7a§  kri  nuva  Travra, 
X'  07:0(701  ^hfTteii  Ev  ay^oi^, 
X'  oTToa-a  ^z^ouaiv  Ihai. 
2u  Js  <piXjoj  yeu^yuvj 

2y  Je  TifAiog  ^^qtokti, 

Q>i^EQi;  y\VKVg    TT^O^JITHJ, 

^i>.tti  Je  $oijSo$  autoiy 
Aiyu^W  y  itu;izv  oifjunv. 
To  5s  yn^aj  6v  as  rei^tty 
Xo(p£j  yriyivns,  (ptXvfAvs, 
A5T«9>if,  avainocra^KZ' 
"XiXi^QV  hi  BBotg  ofA^Qiog. 

Happy  infe(!l:,  what  can  be, 

In  happinefsj  comparM  to  thee  ? 

Fed  with  nourifliment  divine. 

The  dewy  morning's  gentle  wine  ! 

Nature  waits  upon  thee  ftill. 

And  thy  verdant  cup  does  fill, 

'Tis  fill'd,  wherever  thou  doft  tread. 

Nature's  felf  's  thy  Ganymed. 

Thou  doft  drink,  and  dance,  and  fing^ 

Happier,  than  the  happieft  king  ! 

All  the  fields,  which  thou  doft  fee, 

All  the  plants  belong  to  thee, 

^  All 
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All  that  fummer  hours  produce, 

Fertile  made  with  early  juice. 

Man  for  thee  does  fow  and  plow  : 

Farmer  he,  and  landlord  thou  ! 

Thou  doft  innocently  joy. 

Nor  does  thy  luxury  deflroy  j 

The  {hepherd  gladly  heareth  thee, 

More  harmonious  than  he. 

Thee  country  hinds  with  gladnefs  hear, 

Prophet  of  the  ripen'd  year! 

Thee  Phoebus  loves,  and  does  Infpire  j 

Phrebus  is  himfelf  thy  fire. 

To  thee,  of  all  things  upon  earth. 

Life  is  no  longer  than  thy  mirth. 

Kappy  3nfe6\:,  happy  thou 

Doll  neither  age  nor  winter  know. 

But  when  thou'fl  drunk,  and  danced,  and  fun«» 

Thy  fill,  the  flowery  leaves  among, 

(Voluptuous,  and  wife,  with  all. 

Epicurean  animal !) 

Sated  with  thy  fummer  feaft. 

Thou  retir'il  to  endlefs  reft. 

Cowley". 

They  are  ufually  of  a  gi-afs  green:  though  I  have  feen  one  of  a 
yellow  tint,  with  purple  wings.  Their  note,  though  it  has  been  fo 
particularly  celebrated  by  the  ancients,  niuft  not  be  fuppofed  harmo- 
nious. It  is  a  flirill,  noify,  unvaried  chirp,  not  much  preferable  to 
the  chirping  of  our  grafshopper. 

We  faw  line  corn  fields  on  the  right ;  the  corn  {landing  piled  up, 
and  the  flubble  denoting  the  excellence  of  its  growth.  Below,  we 
faw  the  river  Bdlcl^  meandering  through  thefe  fields  between  its  high 
banks  ;  its  courfe  denoted  by  trees,  and  flirubs.  This  river  is  the 
Hypfa  of  the  ancients.  I  did  not  perceive,  between  this  and  Sellnus, 
the  now  nearly  dried  up  marlli  of  yalici;  which  the  ancients  called' 
Gofiufa,     Its   unhealthy   air  was    once   very  dangerous  to  pregnant 

O  o  2  women. 
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women.  It  was  purified  by  the  paflage  of  two  rivers;  which  were 
turned  through  it  by  Etnpedocles^  the  famous  naturalift  of  Agrigentum. 

Near  a  houfe  which,  from  the  bridge,  is  called  Ponte  Bcl'ici^  we 
refted  at  a  place  befide  the  banks  of  this  beautiful  river,  the  recollec- 
tion of  which  will  ever  be  dear  to  me.  Overcome  by  the  great  heat 
of  the  day,  w^e  reclined  under  fpreading  elms  on  the  high  banks  of  the- 
cooling  ftream,  furrounded  by  the  wild  vine,  and  the  tamarific'^. 

A  fcanty  but  cheerful  meal  gave  us  new  ftrength ;  aided  by  the  well 
tafted  wine  of  Caftellvetrano,  which  is  among  the  bell  wines  of  the 
ifland.  I  refrefhed  myfelf  by  bathing  in  the  river,  before  I  ate,  where 
it  ruihes  between  polifhed  rocks,  and  where  a  fallen  tree  feemed  as  if 
torn  up  by  the  roots  to  protedl  me  from  the  peril  of  the  torrent.  We 
flept  on  the  bare  ground,  rofe  from  the  banks,  revived,  in  the  after- 
noon, and  once  more  mounted  our  mules.  Thefe  animals  are  much 
better  than  the  bad  horfes,  that  we  met  with  in  Italy  :  fo  that,  though 
we  have  travelled  as  far,  we  have  always  enjoyed  fome  hours  of  re- 
frefhing  fleep  after  our  meals,  during  the  heat  of  the  day. 

Our  vettiirino^  who  is  a  camp'ierc^  that  is,  one  of  the  provincial 
guards,  who  are  obliged  on  command  to  preferve  the  fafety  of  the 
roads,  or  to  fend  fubflitutes,  each  wearing  a  uniform,  and  to  efcort  travel- 
lers with  arms  attached  to  the  faddle,  this  vetturino  is  a  good  and  an. 
agreeable  man  ;  who,  in  defiance  of  the  heat,  fmgs  like  a  grafshopper, 
and  often  affords  us  pleafure  by  the  ardour  of  and  the  incidents  con- 
tained in  his  national  fongs.  Our  young  drivers  likewife  are  good 
lads:  they  delight  in  making  us  acquainted  with  the  produdiions  of 
their  country,  and  afk  us  many  queftions  concerning  the  kind  of  corn, 
trees,  and  fruits,  that  are  to  be  found  in  Germany. 

We  arrived  at  Sciacca  in  the  evening  ;  a  well  built  town,  fituated  on 
a  hill  by  the  fea  fide.  It  is  one  of  the  towns  that  contain  car'icatori^ 
or  large  granaries,  in  which  the  Baroni  keep  their  corn  for  fale.     The 

*  Tamarifcus  Gallica :  of  which  Theocritus  and  Virgil  fung,  calling  it  Myrica  ;  Mufix<x. 

3  time 
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time  of  eriportatioa  however  is  regulated  by  government.  The  op- 
prefTed  proprietors  dare  not  fell  their  fuperfluitv  to  tlie  foreign  mcr- 
ehant.  This  ordinance  no  doubt  is  iffued  partly  that  the  government 
may  know  how  much  corn  has  been  fold,  and  grant  permiffion  or 
publifh  prohibitory  orders  accordingly,  and  partly  that  no  deception 
may  be  pradifed  to  efcape  taxation:  but,  in  any  cafe,  it  is  abfolute 
barbanfm  to  fetter  this  trade,  in  a  country  which  formerly,  when  it  fed 
many  more  inhabitants  than  it  does  at  prefent,  was  called  the  granary 
of  Rome. 

This  place  was  anciently  called  'Thenna:  the  hot  baths:  Qiotxcj.'.. 
likewife,  Qeofxa  :  e.  i.  Qepfxoc  u^ccrcc :  becaufe  of  the  vapour  baths  of  the. 
mountain,  that  is  at  the  back  of  the  town.  The  ancients  afcribed  thefe 
vapour  baths  to  Dcedalus.  The  moderns  think  themfelves  indebted  for 
them  to  Siifi  Cciiogero,  However  groundlefs  the  firfl  opinion  may  be, 
it  will  at  leaH:  prove  the  falfehood  of  the  fecond.  The  conjecture  of 
my  fi'iend  Mlinter  is  rational,  and  probable.  It  is  that  this  Sa/i  Calo- 
gero^  of  whom  nothing  determinate  is  known,  can  be  no  other  than 
the  ancient  Dssdalus ;  who  probably,  becaufe  of  his  fervices  to  his 
country,  centuries  after  his  death,  was  called  by  the  Greeks  Calos 
Gc?'o?i^  the  handfome,  or  the  dignified,  old  man. 

Sciacca  was  called  by  the  Romans  Therm<^  Selinuntice,  It  contains 
many  ingenious  potters,  who  give  their  vafes  beautiful  forms.  I 
mention  this  circumftance  becaufe  Agathocles,  the  tyrant  of  Syracufe 
and  of  Sicily,  was  a  potter's  fon,  and  born  at  Sciacca. 

Yefterday  on  the  16th,  we  rode  ail  the  morning  through  an  open 
and  in  general  an  uncultivated  country;  which  produces  nothing, 
except  the  wild  parfley,  the  giumarra,  for  fo  the  Sicilians  call  the 
dwarf  palm,  many  kinds  of  thiftles,  fome  of  which  I  have  never  feen 
but  in  this  ifland,  and  plants  of  the  wolf  thiftle,  that  grow  nearly  to 
the  height  of  a  man.  The  ilourifhing  growth  of  this  plant  denotes 
the  fcantinefs  of  population ;  and  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  vv^hich  was 
farther  proved  by  the  ftubble  of  fome  com  fields,  the  grain  of  which, 
mufl  have  been  excellent. 

The 
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Tlie  bioonilng  oleander  here  and  there  denoted  the   courfe    of  the 
river,   ineauderhig  throu;jh  the  plain,   and   refreshed   the   eye  in  this 


Yiaked  region. 


The  heat  was  great,  and  particularly  felt  as  often  as  we  were  at  fome 
eUftance  from  the  fea  :  yet  now  and  then  we  met  with  a  cooling  breeze, 
and  we  recreated  oarielves  at  two  clear  fprlngs. 

We  rode  through  tlie   river    Platani,    the  Halycus  of  the  ancients; 
which  was  the  boundary  of  the  Carthaginian  domains. 

\Vc  halted  at  noon  \\\  Monte  Allegro -,  a  village  built  on  a  rocky 
hill  fiirroanded  by  naked  heights,  and  which  probably  owes  its  name* 
to  a  fertile  and  well  watered  valley.  The  uppermoft  houfes  are  now 
emptv,  and  going  to  ruin;  becaufe  the  inhabitants,  forfaking  thefe 
ftee-D  hei'^hts,  have  built  on  the  declivity  of  the  hill.  The  ancient 
Sicani,  according  to  Dlodorus,  fought  fafety  by  building  viUages  on 
the  hills;  and,  not  more  than  tw^o  hundred  years  ago,  the  modern 
Sicilians  endeavoured  to  proted  themfelves  againil  the  marauding 
pirates,  by  the  fame  means. 

In  the  cool  of  the  evening,  we  rode  to  SlcuUana ;  which  Cluveriua 
believes  to  be  the  place  of  the  ancient  Camicus  :  but  Fazello  and  Amico 
place  Camkus  on  the  hill  where  the  prefent  Girgentl  ftands ;  and  the 
teftimony  of  the  ancients  better  accords  with  their  opinion  than  with 
that  of  Gluverius.  The  town  belongs  to  the  rich  family  of  the  Princes 
CattoUca  :  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  is  eftimated  at  four  thoufand 
four  hundred. 

This  morning,  we  palTed  through  a  cultivated  country,  among  vine- 
yards, corn  fields,  and  olive  plantations,  till  we  came  to  Girgetiti :  the 
ancient  Agr'igeiitum, 

The  haven. lies  four  Italian  miles  from  the  city,  and  contains  the 
lar-reft  granaries  of  Sicily.  Granaries  were  built  on  the  (hores  of  the 
ifland  as  early  as  the  times  of  the  Saracens.  Some  people  affirm  that 
the  regulations  they  ilfued  were  much  more  advantageous,  to  the  corn 
trade  than  the  prefent ;  the  inconveniences  of  which  they  avoided. 
"*  Monte  Allegro  means  vun-^  or  cheerful  hill.     T. 

Near 
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Near  the  haven  of  Girgenti,  the  corn  is  kept  in  fuhterranean  ma- 
gazhies,  cut  in  the  rock,  of  an  aftonifiiing  fize.  This  i^.  an  excellent 
manner  of  preferving  the  corn  freih,  for  many  years,  in  this  hot 
country.  Among  us,  fuch  a  cuftom  would  he  prejudicial  :  for  our 
rocks  are  humid  ;  efpecially  when  under  ground. 

The  road  is  carried  along  the  haven,  hetween  the  fea  and  a  higli 
fliore  ;  the  rocks  of  which  are  dazzlingly  white. 

Girgenti  is  built  on  a  hill,  with  its  foundation  on  the  rock.  The 
river  Dragi,  the  ancient  Acragas^  after  which  the  town  was  named^ 
flows  in  the  valley  beneath. 


LETTER     XC. 


Girgenti,  2odi  June  i']')'!U 

.T  is  a  real  pleafure,  for  an  obferver  of  human  occurrences^ 
to  call  a  backward  glance  from  the  place  where  we  now  ftand  on  the 
ages  that  are  flown.  If  the  change  of  objeds  afford  him  delight,  he: 
yet  gladly  repofes  ;  and  flops  to  examine  the  blue  diftances  which,  at 
the  firft  view,  appear  to  be  clouds :  but  which  a  more  fixed  attention, 
foon  begins  to  embody.  There  where  he  only  perceived  azure  mifls 
he  begins  to  diftinguifh  the  works  of  nature,  and  of  man ;  till  greater 
diflances  become  vifible,  and  others  lefs  perceptible  are  loft  in  the  foft 
fliadings  of  the  horizon. 

All  enquiry  is  at  once  cut  fhort,  if  we  entirely  reject  thofe  diftant 
times  that,  if  they  have  any  conned;ion  with  our  own,  it  is  by  an  almofl. 
imperceptible  thread :  hut,  if  we  limit  thofe  enquiries  by  the  monu- 
ments that  remain,  we  are  in  no  danger  of  being  deceived.  Some, 
people  exclaim — "  Let  us  leave  pedants,  that  are  loft  in  the  dufl  and 
4  "  "%ht 
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*'  niMit  of  diftant  ages,  and  that  vainly  endeavour  to  flnke  light  oiil 
"ofdarknefs.     Let  the  fanciful  poet  revel  in  the  imaginary  adven- 
"  tures  of  fable:  we  v/ifli  for  hiftorical  truth  ;  clear,  indubitable, truth." 
Let  every  man  go  his  own  road.     Be   each  his  own  painter.     Li 
the  extenfive  and  dark  fhaded  regions  of  human  knowledge,  the  fore  ft 
of  hillorv  finds  its  place;  Vv'here  innumerable  trees  cf  a  fimilar  kind 
are  mingled,  and  confounded  ;  and  where,  foniewhat  apart,  the  grove 
of  poetry  fpreads  its  branches;  yet,  fo  conneded  are  this  foreft  and  this 
<Trove  that  he,  who  would  raife  a  wall  of  feparation,  wouU  find  he  had 
undertaken  an  impoiTible  taik.    And,  were  it  accomplifhed,  many  with 
me  would  wifn  to  overleap  his  boundary,  and  fnatch  the  golden  fruit, 
•and  liften  to  the  fweet-noted  nightingale.     We  will  even  fuppofe  Pallas 
herfelf,  in  the  form  of  Mentor,  to  be  the  guide  of  thefe  fages,  and  de- 
fcrlbing  the  boundary  line  :  Where  fliall  it  be  ?  Where  will  they  mark 
out  the  place  over  which  not  one  flray  feed  of  fable  has  been  blown  ;  or 
on  which  no  bird  of  paflage,  quitting  the  poet's  grove,  has  dropped  a 

kernel  ? 

While  we  hold  certain  hiftory  to  be  worthy  our  attention,  if  the 
progrefs  of  mind  be  interefting  to  us,  let  us  not  think  thofe  objeds 
which  the  vale  of  fable  fliadows  beneath  our  notice.  As  a  man,  if  he 
be  not  flill  a  child,  may  eafily  comprehend  the  fables  of  ^fop  without 
reading  the  morals  at  the  end,  fo  may  he  defcry  the  origin  of  nations 
under  the  veil  of  fidion,  or  difcover  one  event  that  fiiall  throw  light 
on  a  feries  of  fucceeding  events  ;  and  thus  put  the  cynical  and  cenfo- 
rious  caviller  to  the  blufh,  who  reproaches  the  candid  enquirer  of 
wifhing  to  obtain  light  from  darknefs. 

Poets  make  Minos  one  of  the  judges  of  the  dead:  but  did  not  na- 
tions, whofe  monuments  of  various  kinds  prove  their  exiftence,  derive 
their  laws  from  the  laws  he  gave  his  iflanders  ? 

When  the  poet  fmgs  the  expedition  of  the  Argonauts,  fhall  we  be- 
lieve-the  whole  to  be  falfe  becaufe  he  likewife  tells  us  of  the  dragon, 
and  the  lacaixtations  of  Medea  ?     Shall  we  deny  the  war  of  the  (even 

heroes 
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heroes  againft  Thebes,  or  the  fiege  of  Troy,  becaule  we  neither  believe 
in  the  enigma  of  the  Sphinx,  nor  that  Neptune  built  the  walls  of  lUon 
for  Laomedo?!  f 

Thefe  eras,  exiiling  as  they  do  in  the  fongs  of  the  poets,  even  thefe 
are  among  the  moft  interefting  to  the  hiftorical  enquirer.  The 
night  of  fable,  rich  in  fanciful  forms,  drives  her  airy  chariot  over  his 
brow.  Vifions  float  around  him  ;  but  they  are  the  vifions  of  the 
morning,  when  day  is  beginning  to  break.  Who  does  not  feel  difguft 
at  the  amours  of  Pcfiphae^  and  at  the  fabulous  fruit  of  this  amour  th^ 
double  formed  monfter,  the  Minotaur,  that  lived  in  the  labyrinth? 
But  the  labyrinth  itfelf  exifted.  So  did  a  Dssdalus,  by  whom  it  was 
built.  He  built  the  labyrinth  of  Cnojus^  after  an  ancient  Egyptian 
model ;  the  prodigious  ruins  of  which  we  flill  behold  with  aftonifh- 
ment.  .  ' 

The  flory  tells  us  that  Minos  was  enraged  againft  this  Daedalus 
becaufe  by  him  the  fecret  amour  of  his  Queen  Paftphai  had  been  fa- 
voured. The  artift  flew,  though  not  as  the  fable  fays  on  waxen  wings, 
but  probably  by  the  aid  of  a  fhip  of  his  own  invention,  over  to  Sicily 
where  he  was  received  by  Cocolus,  or  Cocalus,  the  King  of  the  Sicani. 
Here  he  built  the  ftrongeft  city  of  his  age,  on  the  hill  Camicus,  This 
city,  which  was  called  Camicus^  occupied  the  place  on  which  afterward 
the  ftrongeft  part  of  Agrigentum  ftood. 

Of  this  we  are  informed  by  Herodotus  *,  and  Dlodorus  ;  who  both 
farther  relate  that  Minos  purfued  Dsedalus,  and  required  him  to  be 
delivered  up  by  Cocolus :  but  that  Minos  had  been  murdered  by  the 
treachery  of  Cocolus. 

The  Sicani   burned  the  fhips  of  the  Cretans,  which  had  accompa- 

*  Herod,  lib.  vil. 

Kara  "^t  t>iv  vvv  'An^ayccvnvyiv  iv  ra  Kai/Mxa  HaXHiAivw-,  TToXiv  iwi  Trtr^a;  iaav  'TraaZv  ox,tJoccTaTnv 

iTroir.a-B  ^uvaa^at  ^i«  Tfi«v  ^  TerTuoav  av^^-jiTiav  ^:/^aTT£7S«<.     Diod.  b.  iv.  vol.  i.  p.  121.  ed. 
Weir. 

Vol.  IL  Pp.  nied 
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nied  Minos;  and  the  Cretans  feparated:  fome  of  whom  bulk  Minoa^ 
and  others,  after  wandering  round  the  fliore  built  ^;/^j'«?^,  on  a  ftrong 
place  befide  a  fountain  *. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Minos,  Herodotus,  who  appears  in  general 
to  have  confidered  the  ftory  of  the  death  of  Minos  as  a  report,  fays 
the  Cretans  failed  to  Sicily,  to  revenge  the  death  of  that  King,  where 
they  five  years  in  vain  befieged  Camicus ;  and  on  their  return  were 
overtaken  by  a  ftorm,  (hipwrecked  at  jfapygia,  and  their  vefTels  deftroy- 
ed,  and  that  they  there  built  the  town  of  Hyr'ia  :  the  prefent  Oria  f. 

The  defcription  that  Polybius  gives,  of  the  fortrefs  of  ^grigejitum^ 
agrees  exceedingly  well  with  that  given  by  Diodorus^  of  the  town 
faid  to  be  built  by  Daedalus  for  Cocolus  J. 

Paufanias  calls  the  Sicanian  town  Omphace  ;  and  fays  that  it  was 
deftroyed  by  Antipheinus^  who  led  21  Greek  colony  to  Gela  and  brought 
a  ftatue  thither,  which  was  the  work  of  Daedalus.  This  Antiphemus 
from  the  ifland  of  Rhodes,  and  Entymus  from  the  ifland  of  Crete, 
joining  their  communities,  eftablifhed  a  colony  at  Gela,  in  the  firft 
year  of  the  23d  Olympiad,  686  years  before  Chrift,  and  gave  the  town 
the  Doric  laws  :  no  doubt  the  laws  of  Minos  §. 

About  a  hundred  and  eight  years  afterward,  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
50th  Olympiad,  578  years  before  Chrift,  the  citizens  of  Gela  peopled 
Agrigentiim^  which  they  named  after  the  river  Acragas,  Their  leaders 
were  Arijlonoiis^  and  Pyjlilus  ;  who  gave  the  town  the  laws  of  Gela  ||. 

The  Pvomans  afterward  called  this  city  Agrigentum,  which  name 
has  nearly  made  the  ancient  Greek  name  forgotten.  Agrigentum  was 
ten  miles  in  circumference ;  and  it  was  indebted  for  its  rapid  increafe 
to  the  fertility  of  its  foil,  the  excellence  of  Its  fituation,  and  the  wif- 
dom  of  its  laws.  Yet  from  this  very  profperity  excefs,  voluptuouf- 
nefs,  and  repeated  flavery  arofe.     Thofe,   who  read  in  hiftory,  and 


*  Diod.  1.  iv.  V-  I.  p.  322.  t  See  Letter  Ixxxi. 

t  Pol.  lib.  ix.  21.  §  Thuc.  lib.  iv.  p.  380.  |1  lb. 


have 
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have  not  remarked  the  circle  of  events  arlfing  from  the  laws  of  human 
nature  *,  muft  have  read  without  remarking. 

Some  generations  after  the  founding  of  Agrigentum,  it  was  reduced 
under  the  yoke  of  defpotifm  by  the  gloomy  and  cruel  tyrant  Phalarls. 
Who  has  not  heard  of  his  bull  of  brafs  ;  in  which  the  monfter  put 
the  unfortunate,  and  delighted  himfelf  with  their  dying  cries,  fhrieks 
and  groans  :  which,  modulated  by  the  hollow  brafs,  founded  like  the 
roaring  of  a  bull  ? 

Wieland's  defcription  of  a  jult  man  concludes  with  the  followino- 
words : 

Der  eh  in  Phalarls  diirchgluthemjlur  verdurhe 
Eh  er  in  Phrynens  arm  ein  diadem  er%mrhe. 

He'd  rather  in  Phalaris'  bull  expire 

Than  in  the  arms  of  Phryne  crowns  acquire. 

When  Agrigentum  had  attained  the  fummlt  of  its  greatnefs,  It  con- 
tained, according  to  Diodorus,  twenty  thoufand  citizens;  and,  includ- 
ing thofe  who  were  not  citizens,  two  hundred  thoufand  fouls  f .  In 
this  eftimate  the  flaves  no  doubt  were  not  included.  Diogenes  Laertius 
gives  eight  hundred  thoufand,  as  the  number  of  fouls  in  Agrigentum  t. 
Nor  will  this  number  appear  extravagant,  if  w^e  compare  it  with  that 
which  another  writer  gives  of  the  population  of  Athens ;  where,  in 
the  time  of  Demetrius  Phalereus,  there  were  twenty-one  thoufand  ci- 
tizens, ten  thoufand  free  inhabitants  vv^ithout  the  right  of  citizenfhip 
fjiSToixoi^  and  four  hundred  thoufand  flaves  ||.  It  is  highly  probable 
that  the  rich  and  voluptuous  Agrigentini  had  more  flaves  than  the 
Athenians. 

The   vineyards   of  the  territories  of  Agrigentum  were   large  and 
famous  for  their  generous  produce.     Mofl  of  the  country  was  adorned 

*  If  the  author  had  faid  ihe  laws  of  igfiorance,  I  think  he  would  have  been  nearer  to 
the  truth.    T. 

f  Diod.  xiii.  v.  i.  p.  609.         :j:  Diog.  Laert.  in  vlt.  Emped.         |[  Athen.  lib.  vi. 
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with  olive  trees  ;  prodigious  numbers  of  which  were  planted  :  for, 
as  the  oUve  had  not  then  been  introduced  to  Africa,  the  people  of 
Agrigentum  gained  immenfe  w^ealth  by  the  fale  of  their  oil  *. 

This  wealth  rendered  them  fo  effeminate  that,  when  the  city  was 
hard  prefled  by  the  befieging  Carthaginians,  it  was  neceffary  to  limit 
the  voluptuoufnefs  of  their  guards,  on  watch,  to  a  bolder,  a  mattrafs, 
a  coverlet  of  hair,  and  two  pillows  +. 

Antiilhenes,  a  citizen  of  Agrigentum,  entertained  the  citizens  in 
the  ftreets  at  the  marriage  of  his  daughter.  The  bride  was  efcorted 
by  above  eight  hundred  chariots ;  and,  not  only  all  the  horfemen  of 
the  city,  but,  thofe  likewife  of  the  neighbouring  towns  were  invited, 
and  did  honour  to  the  cavalcade.  All  the  altars,  in  the  temples  and 
the  ftreets,  were  fpread  with  wood  ;  and  men  were  placed,  who  were 
provided  with  faggots,  and  piles  of  wood,  and,  when  the  bride  and 
efcort  began  their  proceflion,  the  token  as  appointed  was  given  by  fire 
from  the  fortrefs  ;  on  which,  in  an  inftant,  the  piles  on  the  altars  were 
all  kindled,  and  the  city  appeared  to  be  in  flames  J. 

Seven  years  before  the  fiege,  Exainetus,  having  obtained  the  prize  at 
the  Olympic  games,  made  a  folemn  public  entry  into  his  native  city  ;  in 
which  he  pompoufly  difplayed  himfelf  in  a  chariot,  followed  by  three 
hundred  other  chariots,  each  drawn  by  a  pair  of  white  horfes. 

The  great  naturalift,  philoiopher,  and  poet,  Empedocles,  faid  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  "  The  people  of  Agrigentum  feaft  as  if  they  were 
"  to  die  to-morrow  ;  and  build  as  if  they  were  to  live  for  ever  §." 

They  were  f^imous  for  their  hofpitality.  Empedocles  fays  of  this 
city 

Beivuv  oii^o7oi  ^I/^£V£J,  Kcc.y.'Ornroi  aTrn^ot. 

A   haven  facred  to   ftrangers,    and    free  from   malicious    knavery  i|. 
Gellias  %  was  famous  for  his  riches  and  hofpitality.     His  palace  con- 

*  Diod.  lib.  xlii.  vol.  1.  p.  606.  f  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  %  lb. 

§  Diog.  Laert.  in  vit.  Emped.  H  Diod.  lib.  xiii. 

%  In  Athenaeus  he  is  called  Telliasj  probably  by  an  error  of  the  tranfcriber. 

1  tained 
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talned  lodgings  for  numerous  guefts ;  and  flaves  flood  at  his  gates  to 
invite  all  ftrangers  to  enter.  It  happened  one  winter  that  five  hundred 
horfemen  came  from  Gela  to  Agrigentum  ;  and  Gellias  entertained 
them  all,  and  provided  each  man  with  a  tunic  and  long  robe.  He 
had  a  cellar  in  his  houfe,  which  was  hewn  in  the  rock,  and  in 
which  there  were  three  hundred  veifels  each  of  a  hundred  meafures. 
This  cellar  likewife  contained  a  huge  painted  ciftern,  which  held  a 
thoufand  meafures,  and  from  v\rhich  the  velTels  were  filled  through 
pipes. 

Gellias  was  mean  of  perfon,  but  richly  endowed  in  mind.  Being 
once  fent  ambaifadorto  the  Centiiriphii^  who  lived  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
JEtna,  when  he  rofe  to  addrefs  the  affembly,  his  unfeemly  fip-ure  occa- 
fioned  an  inceffant  laughter.  He  requefted  the  people  however  to 
ceafe  their  admiration,  for  that  it  was  the  cuftom  at  Agrigentum  to 
fend  the  moft  comely  perfons  to  the  moll  famous  cities,  and  thofe 
who  were  infignificant  in  appearance  to  Infignificant  places  *. 

Among  the  tyrants  who  governed  Agrigentum  was  Theron ;  the 
fon-in-law  of  the  great  Gelo,  arid  a  confiderable  perfon,  who  ruled 
both  Agrigentum  and  Himera.  His  fon  Thrafydceus  was  his  fuccef- 
for ;  but  loft  his  dominions  by  an  unfortunate  war  with  Kiero  the 
Firft,  tyrant  of  Syracufe,  the  brother  of  Gelo. 

In  the  third  year  of  the  93d  Olympiad,  the  year  403  before  Chrift^ 
and  thre-e  years  after  the  conqueft  of  Sehnus  and  Himera,  the  Car- 
thaginians cherifhed  the  proud  hope  of  fubduing  Sicily;  and  ap- 
pointed Hannibal,  who  had  deftroyed  thofe  cities,  once  more  their 
general.     Hannibal  pleaded   his   great   age  ;  and  Himilco,  the  fon  of 

*  This  Gellias  cnce  invited  a  perfon  of  a  penurious  and  fevere  temper,  who  fcarcely 
would  allow  his  flaves  neceflary  reft  by  night ;  and,  after  dinner,  fent  for  the  children  of 
his  whole  houfehold,  and  fhared  out  nuts  and  figs  among  them.  The  mifer  afked  rTo5?i/ 
ta  Trai^ia  Toaayxat;  "  Where  do  all  thefe  children  come  from  ?"  Gellias  anfwered,  Taura 
bi  £f/.oi  oMirou  Iv  vvii  Ttoiicri  ',  "  Thefe  are  the  work  of  my  flaves  by  night."  This  anecdote 
is  extracted  by  IVeJfeling  from  Stobenfis  i'larilegiumy  and  given  as  a  note  to  Diodorus,  voL 
i.  p.  609. 

Hanno, 
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Hannc,  ^lio  was  of  tlie  fiime  family,  was  appointed  his  colleague. 
They  embarked  with  a  powerful  army,  and  the  Syracufians  armed, 
fent  to  Sparca,  and  to  all  the  Greek  towns  in  Italy  for  aid,  and  by  their 
writings  exhorted  their  friends  of  the  Greek  towns  of  Sicily  to  excite 
the  people  to  combat  for  freedom.  The  people  of  Agrigentum,  fore- 
feeing  the  ftorm  w^ould  firft  alight  on  them,  colleded  the  fruits  of 
the  fields  and  the  riches  of  their  country  in  their  city  *. 

No  fooner  had  the  Carthaginian  fleet  reached  Sicily  than  the  gene- 
xals  marched  againft  Agrigentum,  and  formed  two  camps ;  one  on 
the  hei"-hts  of  forty  thoufand  men,  part  Africans  and  part  Spaniards, 
and  another  near  the  city.  The  latter  fortified  itfelf  wuth  deep  en- 
trenchments, and  pallifadoes.  Ambafladors  were  then  fent  to  Agri- 
Trentum,  inviting  thein  either  to  take  part  in  the  w^ar  againfl:  Syracufe 
or  at  leail:  to  remain  neuter  :  but  thefe  propofitions  were  both  refufed, 
and  the  fiege  began. 

The  people  of  Agrigentum  all  took  arms,  and  Dexippus,  a  Lacede- 
monian, w^ho  had  lived  fome  time  in  Gela  and  who  was  refpeded  for 
teing  a  Spartan,  had  lately  arrived  with  fifteen  hundred  foldiers  at 
the  entreaty  of  Agrigentum,  which  had  likewife  hired  eight  hundred  of 
-the  Campanians.  The  Campanians  were  fi:ationed  on  a  hill,  that 
v/as  called  the  Athenean,  after  a  temple  dedicated  to  Minerva  ;  and 
the  Carthaginian  generals  caufed  two  large  towers  to  be  eredfd  againft 
a  part  of  the  walls.  From  thefe  the  walls  during  feveral  days  were 
•afiaulted  :  nor  did  the  trumpet  found  the  retreat  till  many  of  the  Agri- 
gentini  had  been  flain.  The  next  night  the  Agrigentini  made  a  fally, 
and  burnt  the  w^ar  machines  of  the  Carthaginians. 

Hannibal  commanded  the  fepulchres  to  be  deftroyed,  and  a  mount 
to  be  raifed  againft  the  walls,  that  the  town  might  be  affaulted  on  feve- 
ral fides  ;  and  the  work  was  forn  completed  :  but  dreadful  calamities 
befel  ihe  army.  The  monument  of  Theron,  which  w^as  of  a  prodi- 
gious fize,  was  ftruck  by  lightning,  and  fearfully  rent.  It  was  there- 
fore forbidden  by  the  foothfayers  to  be  touched.     The  peftilence  like- 

*  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  v.  i.  p.  605.  .  ^ 

Wife 
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Wife  broke  out  among  the  army  :  many  died,  and  feme  endured  into- 
lerable pains .  Hannibal  was  among  the  dead.  The  fentinels  of  the 
v/atch  declared  that  they  faw  the  ghofls  of  the  departed  appear  by  night, 
Himilco,  who  is  occafionaily  called  Hamilcar,  in  Diodoriis,  probablv 
by  an  error  of  the  copyift,  found  it  neceflary,  in  order  to  encourage  the 
foldiers,  again  to  remove  the  fepulchres;  and,  according  to  the  cuflom 
of  his  country,  to  make  an  expiatory  facrifice  to  the  angry  gods.  A 
boy  was  accordifigly  facrificed  to  Saturn  ;  and  many  offerings,  probably 
of  oxen  or  of  horfes,  were  thrown  into  the  fea  as  expiations  to  Nep- 
tune. 

The  Syracufians,  who  feared  that  the  fate  of  Sellnus  and  Himera 
might  overtake  Agrigentum,  fent  an  army  under  the  condud  of  Daph- 
neus  ;  which  they  ftrengthened  by  their  allies  of  Italy,  and  of  Meflina. 
This  army  was  met  on  its  march  by  foldiers  from  Camarina  and 
Gela  ;  with  fome  of  the  Sicilians  of  the  inland  towns  ;  fo  that  the  whole 
army  confjfted  of  thirty-four  thoufand  foot,  and  five  thoufand  horfe. 

Himilco  fent  Spaniards,  Campanians,  and  others,  to  the  number  of 
forty  thoufand,  to  oppofe  Daphneus  ;  and  the  Syracufian  army  had 
already  croffed  the  Himera  (that  on  the  fouth)  when  it  met  the  enemy^ 

After  a  hard  fought  field,  the  Syracufians  were  vidorious,  killed  more 
than  fix  thoufand  of  the  Carthaginians,  and  purfued  them  toward  the 
city  ;  but  not  without  anxiety  on  the  part  of  Daphneus,  left,  in  the  heat 
and  irregularity  of  purfuit,  they  might  be  enfnared  by  the  army  that 
remained  with  Himilco  :  a  fimilar  overfight  having  occafioned  the 
lofs  of  Himera. 

When  the  fugitives  arrived  at  the  camp  of  Himilco,  the  citizens  of 
Agrigentum  entreated  their  generals  to  profit  by  this  opportunity  ;; 
urging  that  this  was  the  time  to  deftroy  the  power  of  the  enemy  v 
but  the  generals  declined  ading,  fome  fay  becaufe  they  were  bribed^ 
and  others  that  they  feared  to  leave  the  city  a  moment,  left  it  fhould 
be  attacked  by  Himilco  with  an  army  that  had  not  been  wearied  witb 
fighting. 

Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile  the  fugitives  took  refuge  in  the  camp,  which  was  near 
the  city  ;  and  of  their  former  camp  Daphneus  pofTelTed  himfelf.  Here 
the  people  of  Agrigentum  frequently  came  to  meet  their  allies,  from 
Syracufe  ;  and  once,  when  Dexippus  with  others  were  come  from  the 
city,  the  people  fuddenly  colleded  in  multitudes,  murmured  agaiuft 
their  generals,  and  accufed  them  of  negleding  to  kill  the  many  thou- 
fands  of  the  enemy,  and  of  thus  deftroying  their  w^hole  power.  En- 
flamed  by  Menes,  a  leader  of  the  Camarini,  they  difdained  to  hear  the 
defence  of  their  generals,  and  they  were  ftoned.  Argeius,  the  fifth 
in  rank  of  field  generals,  was  the  only  perfon  fpared ;  and  that  be- 
caufe  of  his  youth.  Dexippus,  the  Lacedemonian,  was  even  fifpeded 
of  treachery  :  for,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  people,  he  fliould 
have  urf^ed  his  own  knowledge  of  war,  and  have  exerted  the  influence 
he  pofleiled,  in  oppofition  to  the  contrary  opinion. 

After  this  had  happened,  Daphneus  led  his  army  againft  the  enemy's 
camp,  in  the  hope  of  conquering  it  ;  which  hope  he  was  obliged  to 
renounce,  when  he  perceived  how  flirongly  it  was  fortified  ;  and  he 
could  only  fend  his  cavalry  to  harafs  the  Carthaginians,  when  they 
went  on  foraging  parties. 

A  dearth  began  to  be  felt  in  the  city  :  but  the  people  of  Agrigentum 
trufted  in  the  ftill  greater  dearth  in  the  enemy's  camp,  and  hoped  that 
it  would  oblige  Himilco  to  raife  the  fiege.  The  Carthaginian  general 
was  affailed  in  his  tent,  by  the  mercenaries  ;  particularly  the  Campa- 
nians,  who  clamoured  loudly,  and  threatened  to  go  over  to  the  enemy  : 
but  Himilco  had  heard  that  the  Syracufians  were  fending  corn  by  fea  to 
Agrigentum,  and  requefted  that  the  foldiers  would  be  patient  only  for 
fome  days,  and  he  w^ould  then  fupply  them  plentifully  ;  and,  as  a 
pledge  of  his  promife,  he  prefented  them  the  cup  of  the  Carthaginians. 
Accordingly,  he  ordered  forty  galleys  from.  Panormus  and  Motya  un- 
expededly  to  attack  the  Syracufians  ;  who,  proud  of  their  vidory,  and 
fuppofing  the  Carthaginians  would  not  have  the  courage  to  appear 
a"-ain  on  the  fea,  had  fent  their  tranfports  very  incautioufly.     Himilco 

funk 
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funk  twelve  of  their  galleys,  drove  the  reft  on  ftiore,  and  feized  on  their 
tranfports. 

This  circumftance  changed  the  whole  ftate  of  afEiirs.  The  Cam- 
panlans,  who  were  in  the  pay  of  Agrigentum,  for  fifteen  talents  went 
over  to  the  Carthaginians.  Tlie  people  of  Agrigentum,  as  the  Cartha- 
ginians forefaw,  had  profufely  confumed  their  provlfions ;  and  now 
were  panic-ftruck,  to  find  themfelves  overtaken  by  famine.  Son\e 
fuppofed  that  Dexippus  had  fold  himfelf  for  fifteen  talents;  becaufe  he 
had  told  the  generals  of  the  Greeks,  who  came  from  Italy,  that  pro- 
vifions  began  to  fail,  and  that  they  would  do  well  to  employ  their  arms 
in  other  quarters.  But  was  not  Dexippus  juftified  in  giving  this  coun- 
fel  to  the  foreign  chiefs?  Did  he  not  fpeak  the  truth;  fince  the  citv 
fuiTered  a  dearth,  though  thefe  troops  withdrew  ? 

The  foreign  chiefs,  whofe  time  of  fervlce  was  expired,  furfook  the 
city  and  departed  by  fea ;  and,  after  their  departure,  the  generals  and 
principal  people  of  Agrigentum  endeavoured  to  obtain  fupplies  :  but 
in  vain  ;  they  therefore  informed  the  inhabitants  of  the  neceffity  of 
forfaking  the  city. 

The  follovving  night  the  people  withdrew,  weeping  and  wailing  thus 
to  leave  their  city,  and  all  its  wealth,  to  the  Barbarians.  Their  afflic- 
tion was  ftill  heightened  by  being  obliged  to  defert  the  fick,  and  the 
aged  ;  who  were  incapable  of  following  them,  in  their  precipitate 
i'etreat.  Some  preferred  death  to  this  flight,  and  killed  them- 
felves. 

The  fugitive  multitude  v^'as  conduded  tt)  Gela,  by  the  Svracufian 
army.  The  fields  and  the  roads  were  full  of  women,  children,  and 
young  virgins,  who  had  been  accu domed  to  the  delicacies  of  domeftic 
life :  yet,  animated  as  they  Vv^ere  by  their  fears,  they  fcarcely  were 
fenfible  of  the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter.  They  all  fafelv 
arrived  at  Gela  ;  and  the  Syracufians  afterward  ceded  Lcontium  to 
them,  as  a  place  of  refidence. 

Vol.  ir.  Qs.^  At 
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At  break  of  day  *,  Himilco  led  his  army  Into  the  forfaken  city  ;  and 
put  moft  of  thofe  who  had  remained  beliind  to  death.  Some,  who 
had  taken  refuge  In  a  temple,  were  dragged  out  and  murdered  by  the 
Carthaginians.  Gellias,  vv^ho,  becaufe  of  his  v/ealth  and  ftill  more 
becaufe  of  his  generofity,  was  held  in  great  refped,  expeded  to  have 
found  fafety  in  a  temple  of  Minerva ;  but,  when  he  perceived  the 
rage  of  the  enemy,  he  fet  hre  to  the  temple,  confumed  himfelf,  and 
thus  prevented  the  profanation  of  the  place,  the  enriching  of  the  foe,, 
and  the  difgrace  of  flavery. 

Himilco  plundered  the  temples  and  the  houfes,  and  obtained  an 
enormous  booty.  This  city,  which  according  to  Diodorus  contained 
two  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  had  never  till  then  been  de- 
ftroyed,  was  one  of  the  richeft  of  the  Greek  cities,  and  in  which  the 
people  indulged  the  height  of  luxury.  Many  paintings  of  the  greateft 
perfedion  were  found  ;  and  many  ftatues  by  the  moft  famous  mafters. 
The  principal  of  thefe  were  fent  to  Carthage,  by  Himilco;  and, 
among  others,  the  famous  bull  of  Phalaris.  The  reft  of  the  booty  he 
fuffered  to  be  publicly  fold.  Two  hundred  and  fixty  years  afterward, 
Scipio,  the  conqueror  of  Carthage,  fent  this  brazen  bull,  and  others  of 
the  captured  works  of  art,  back  to  the  Agrigentini ;  and  the  bull  was 
ftill  in  exiftence,  in  the  time  of  Diodorus  f. 

Himilco,, 

*  I  follow  the  reading  of  Tanaquillus  Faber  (Tanneqm  Le  Fcvve,  father  of  the  famous 
Madame  Dacier,  an  acute  commentator  on  the  ancients)  of  the  text  of  Diodorus ;  thus  : 
a/^ara  6§^^a}:  inflead  of  the  feeble  but  ufual  reading  a/y-as  t«  ipi$ai,  which  gives  a  vitiated 
fcnfe  to  the  pafllige. 

f  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  v.  i.  p.  609. 

On  this  occafion,  Diodorus  reproaches  the  hlftorian  Tinmus  for  having  falfely  main- 
tained that  this  bull  had  never  been  in  exiftence ;  and  adduces  as  a  proof  that  it  was  fent 
back  by  Scipio.  WefieUng  cites  a  parage  from  a  fcholiaft  on  Pindar,  who  fays,  Tov  t5 
^af^aPi^oq  rav^OM  01  'Ajt^otyavTivoi  KartTTOVTuaav^  wi  <pY,ai  Ttfiaiog.  Tov  ya^  kv  Tn  '7ro?.Bi  ^£i}fiVVfj.s-jov 
fin  sivai  Ts  4>a^«fi5bj;  Ka^oiTTB^  ri  95^o^^^1  «<a!T5%fi  ^oln,  a^^'  i<«wv  ert  TEXxvog  tS  zora/.>.ii.      "  Tl- 

"  maeus 
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Hlmllco,  after  a  fiege  of  eight  months,  having  entered  the  city  of 
Agrigentum  a  little  before  the  winter  folftlce,  did  not  erafe  it,  but 
tjuartered  his  army  in  the  houfes. 

When  tlie  fate  of  Agrigentum  was  known  through  Sicily,  it  filled 
the  illand  with  fuch  terror  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Greeic 
towns  fled  to  Syracufe ;  and  others  fent  their  wives,  children,  and 
efFed:s,  to  Italy. 

Forty  years  after  this  misfortune,  the  people  cf  the  once  more  in- 
habited city  took  part  with  Dion,  againft  the  younger  Dionyfius. 

At  the  time  that  Timoleon  had  relieved  Sicily  froin  tyrants,  and  had 
reftored  it  to  freedom,  profperity,  and  peace,  not  only  many  of  its 
former  citizens  but  other  new  fcttlers  came  over  from  Greece  to  Agri- 
gentum *.  In  the  time  of  Agathocles,  the  Agrigentini,  aided  by  Gela 
and  Meflina,  endeavoured  to  free  Syracufe  from  the  yoke  of  that 
tyrant ;  and  fome  years  afterward  contended  for  the  fovereignty  of 
Sicily. 

When  Pyrrhus  went  to  Sicily,  280  years  before  the  birth  of  Gh rift, 
Phintias  had  feized  on  the  government  of  Agrigentum. 

During  the  Punic  wars,  this  city  was  twice  taken  by  the  Romans, 
and  once  by  the  Carthaginians.  In  the  year  825  'after  the  birth  of 
Chrift,  it  furrendered  to  the  Saracens ;  and  in  the  year  920,  when  the 
Saracens  of  Sicily  refifted  the  Saracens  of  Africa,  Agrigentum  took  a 
confpicuous  part  in  this  revolt  f. 

In  the  year  1086,  it  was  conquered  by  Count  Roger,  the  Norman f. 
No  Vv^here  are  there  fo  many  grand  remains  of  ancient  Greek  magni- 

*'  mseus  fays  che  Agrigentini  threw  the  bull  of  Phalaris  into  the  fea.  That  which  was 
**  {hewn  as  fuch  in  the  city  was  not,  as  it  had  been  generally  fuppofed  to  be,  the  bull  of 
"  Phalaris;  but  the  image  of  the  river  Ge/at"  Diodorus  thev  Fore  appears  not  to  have 
'confulted  Timoeus ;  but  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  flip  of  the  memory.  The  river  Ge/as 
was  ftamped  on  the  coins  of  the  Gehi ;  which,  like  many  rivers  among  the  ancients,  was 
reprefented  as  a  bull. 

*  Plut.  Life  of  Timoleon.  f  I.cx.  Top.  Sic=  t  Fazello. 

Q^q  2  ficence 
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licence  to  be  feen  as  in  Girgenti.  The  mod  ancient  ruias  Piavid  in 
the  prcfent  Girgenti,  which  occupies  the  place  where,  long  before  the 
foiurJlng  of  Agiigentum  by  the  Greeks,  Dsedalus  built  the  city  for 
Cocoliis,  which  v/as  called  Owphace ;  though  the  height  on  which 
it  ftood  was  afterward  called  Camicus.  At  the  time  that  it  was  inha- 
bited by  the  Greeks,  the  citadel  was  built  here;  and  here  likewlfe  a  tem- 
ple was  eredcd  bv  the  Agrigentini  to  Zeus,  the  Guardian  of  the  City. 
Phalarifi,  a  Cretan,  who  fuperintended  the  building,  artfully  made  this 
a  pretext  to  obtain  a  guard  from  the  citizens,  and  became  their  tyrant. 
There  are  no  remains  of  the  colonnade  ;  and  one  of  the  flill  remaining 
walls  of  the  inner  temple  ferves  as  a  fupport  to  the  habitation  of  a 
poor  family. 

There  is  an  ancient  farcophagus  in  the  principal  church  ;  contain- 
ing bajji  relievi^  that  reprefent  the  hiflory  of  Hippolytus.  On  one  fide 
the  beautiful  youth  is  feen  going  with  his  companions,  horfes,  and 
hounds.  The  old  nurfe  of  Phsedra  informs  him  of  the  paffion  which 
his  flep-mother  has  conceived  for  him.  The  form  of  Hippolytus  is 
full  of  dignity,  and  beauty.  On  the  oppofite  fide,  the  youth  is  chafing 
the  wild  boar.  The  third  compartment  exhibits  the  moment  when 
the  terrified  horfes,  beholding  the  moniler,  overturn  the  chariot.  The 
young  hero  lies  dying  under  the  wheels.  The  fourth  fhews  Phaedra 
finking  inanimate  into  the  arms  of  her  nurfe  ;  after  hearing  the  tale  of 
the  death  of  her  beloved.  Her  right  arm,  in  which  relaxation  and 
want  of  power  are  inimitably  expreifed,  is  fupporred  by  a  virgin. 
Two  others  endeavour  to  recall  the  trembling  queen,  and  reftore  her 
bewildered  fenfes,  by  mufic.  Below  her  feat  a  Cupid  malicioufly  peeps. 
I  have  feen  no  farcophagus  in  Italy  equally  beautiful,  and  animated, 
in  the  exprefTion. 

The  church  itfelf  is  remarkable  for  its  acouftic  archite£lure  j  which 
muft  not  be  afcribed  to  intention  in  the  archited:,  who  lived  in  the  ele- 
Yenth  century,  but  to  accident.     If  a  man  place  himfelf  above  the 

altarj 
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altar,  immediately  under  the  arching  of  the  cupola,  he  will  hear  every 
thing  that  is  faid  in  a  whifner  at  the  entrance  of  the  church  :  though 
the  dlRance  is  a  hundred  and  fixteen  paces. 

Without  the  prefent  Girgenti,  but  within  the  circumference  of  the 
ancient  city,  there  are  more  beautiful  remains  of  the  old  Doric  archi- 
tecture exifting  than  perhaps  in  any  other  part  of  Sicily,  Italy,  or  Greece- 

A  church  has  been  built  on  the  foundation  of  a  temple,  which  fome 
affirm  was  confecrated  to  Deo,  and  Perfephoneia :  or  Ceres  and  Pro- 
ferpine ;  but  this  aflertion  is  doubtful.  We  only  know  that  a  temple 
was  built  to  Proferpine ;  which  we  learn  from  the  beginning  of  the 
twelfth  Pythian  ode  of  Pindar,  on  Midas,  the  vidor  in  playing  the 
flute. 

PMra  ^^OTsav  TroMuvt 

t'  0%SaiJ  BTTl  f4WX0jS0T« 

NaiEij  'Ax^ayavTos  ^iJ- 
o/x,a  rov  xoXwvaVy  u  avctir- 
0"'  /xaoj,  d^avaruv 
'Avo^icv  re  crvv  iufxsvuiXj 
Ab^ch  re(paviifxa  toJ'  in 
Uu^uvos  £i/^o|a)  Mi3a, 

'AvTOV   T£  viv  

K.  T.  A. 

Moft  fair  of  cities,  and  moft  fam'd, 

Bled  feat  of  Proferpine  proclaimed. 

Built  on  the  banks  of  Acragas, 

Where  young  lambs  crop  the  verdant  grafs, 

Oh  Queen  benign,  receive  the  boon. 

The  Pithyan  crown  by  Midas  won  ; 

And  him  receive,  thy  lov'd  victorious  fon  ! 


} 


On  the  weft  of  the  prefent  town,  higher  than  the  neighbouring  hills^ 
is  the  hill  formerly  called  the  hill  of  Athene,  or  Minerva ;  A^e^ctios 
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A9!^>?:  on  which  a  temple  was  dedicated  to  this  Goddefs;  the  fame  no 
doubt  to  \vhich  Gcllias  fet  fire. 

Of  the  building  which  is  now-  called  the  temple  of  Juno  much  is 
preferved.  It  contains  fix  pillars  in  breadth,  and  thirteen  in  length* 
A  ftorm  from  the  north-weft,  in  the  year  1774,  Injured  the  ruins  that 
■had  reiifted  former  tempefts :  for  which  reafon  the  architrave,  on  one 
lide,  has  been  fupported  by  four  pilafters  between  the  pillars.  One  of 
the  pillars,  like  thofe  of  the  temple  of  Neptune  in  Pasftum,  has  fuffered 
by  lightning  :  half  of  the  chapiter  is  broken  off,  and  lies  on  the  ground. 
This  temple,  having  been  built  on  an  unequal  rock,  was  unequal  in  its 
foundation. 

The  ftrudure  which  is  called  the  temple  of  Concord  is  of  moft 
extraordinary  beauty.  It  is  encircled  by  a  colonnade  of  fix  pillars  in 
breadth,  and  thirteen  in  length  ;  w^hich  are  raifed  upon  four  fteps. 
"Within  this  is  a  temple  raifed  about  an  ell ;  the  walls  of  which  on  both 
the  longeft  fides  has  fix  open  arches*.  To  each  of  the  fhorteft  fides 
of  the  temple  is  a  lefs  and  deeper  antichamber  f ;  which  is  formed  by 
the  projecting  wall  of  the  temple,  and  the  colonnade.  Between  the 
temple  and  thefe  antichambers  are  two  pillars  on  each  fide,  which,  with 
the  fmall  projeding  fquare  pilafters  of  the  wall,  fupport  a  frontifpiece. 
The  fhorteft  fides  of  the  colonnade  likewife  have  their  frontifpieces  :  as 
at  the  temple  of  Neptune  in  Paeftum,  and  the  temple  in  Egefta.  The 
whole  architrave  is  in  good  prefervation. 

In  one  corner,  there  is  a  fmall  ftaircafe,  confifting  of  forty- One  fteps, 
in  the  wall ;  to  the  top  of  which  they  lead.  The  pillars  ftand  on  the 
uppermoft  ftep,  having  no  other  bafe  ;  after  the  ancient  Doric  manner. 

A  Roman  infcription  has  occafioned  antiquaries  to  conclude  that  this 
temple  was  dedicated  to  Concord,  and  ereded  by  the  Lilybatani :  pro- 
bably after  two  contending  towns  had  been  reconciled. 

But  what  has  a  Roman  infcription,  the   authenticity  of  which  is 

*  //o//^// ;  called  by  Swinburne  Z)w/v.     T.  -f-Cella:  Swinburne.     T. 

doubtful. 
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doubtful,  to  do  with  the  temple  of  a  Greek  city  :  v/hofe  noble  archi- 
ted:ure  denotes  an  era  fo  ancient  that  little  Rome  was  fcarcely  fo  much 
as  mentioned,  in  mighty  Agrigentum  ? 

Not  far  from  this  temple,  fubterranean  fepulchres  are  found  in  the 
rock;  moft  of  Vv^hich  are  cut  at  right  angles.  One  burial  vault  leads 
to  another ;  and  the  largefi  is  round,  with  a  walled  conic  arching. 

According  to  Diodorus,   the  pomp  of  the  Agrlgentini  was  not  fuf- 
ficiently  dlfplayed  in  erecting  tombs  to  themfelves :  they  built  them, 
even  for  their   war  horfes ;   nay  for  the  favourite  birds   of  young^ 
women  and.  children  *. 

There  is  a  tradition  concerning  one  of  thefe  monuments ;  that 
which  is  called  the  fepulchre  of  Theron,  which  fome  of  the  Agrlgen- 
tini f  affirm  was  ereded  in  honour  of  the  horfe  of  Phalaris.  In  my 
opinion,  it  is  not  fo  ancient ;  for  it  is  embelliflied  with  Ionic  pillars, 
and  it  certainly  is  not  the  fepulchre  of  Theron  :  for  it  is  not  fufficiently 
magnificent,  nor  are  any  of  the  traces  of  the  lightning  difcovered  by 
which  it  was  fhattered  at  the  time  that  the  Carthaginians  befieged; 
the  city. 

The  temple,  which  is  not  improperly  called  that  of  Hercules,  con- 
fifts  of  a  pile  of  ftones  and  was  exceedingly  large.  The  pillars  that 
are  thrown  down  are  fo  defaced  that,  on  a  firft  view,  they  in  many 
parts  appear  as  if  they  were  but  half  finifhed  :  did  not  the  pillars  that 
are  ftanding  bear  deeper  marks  of  the  defolating  hand  of  time. 

Cicero,  in  one  of  his  orations  againft  Verres,-tells  us  that  this  fhame- 
lefs  praetor  intended  to  have  ftolen  the  image  of  Hercules  by  night : 
but  that  the  profanation  was  prevented,  by  the  aflembling  of  the  citi- 
zens. He  fays  he  had  fcarcely  feen  any  thing  more  beautiful  than 
this  Hercules  :  quo  non  facile  qtiidquam  dixei'iin  me  v'ldijfe  pulchrius. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  huge  pile,  which  lies  immediately 
before  the  laft  mentioned  temple,  is  juftly  called  the  temple  of.  the 
Olympic  Jupiter:  the   magnitude  of  its  ruins  makes  it  not  to  be  mif- 

*  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  v.  i.  p.  607.  f  I  fuppofe  the  people  of  Girgenti  are  meant.    T. 

3  taken,. 
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taken.     This  temple  was  begun  before  the   fiege,  and  ahnoft  com- 
pleted *. 

In  the  time  of  Diodorus,  it  continued  in  the  ftate  that  it  was  when 
the  Carthaginians  took  the  city.  The  Agrigentini,  in  the  courfe  of 
four  hundred  years,  had  not  fufficiently  recovered  their  misfortunes  to 
complete  the  building. 

According  to  the  teftim.ony  of  Diodorus,  it  was  340  feet  in  length, 
60  in  breadthj  and  a  hundred  and  twenty  in  height  above  the  ground: 
p^w^rs  TS  x^TTiS'copiicToi  I  thc  Urgefc  temple  in  Sicily,  and  equal  to  the 
lan>-efi;  in  Greece.  The  pillars  projeded  a  little  more  than  half  out 
of  the  wall;  for  their  outward  round  circumference  amounted  to 
twenty  feet,  and  only  to  twelve  on  the  inner  flat  fide.  The  flutings 
of  the  pillars  were  fo  capacious  that  one  of  thefe  flutings  would  con- 
tain the  body  of  a  man.  Either  I  was  mifl:aken,  or  in  the  outward 
•round  circumference  of  one  of  the  thrown  down  pillars,  I  counted  eleven 
or  twelve  fuch  flutings ;  each  of  which  was  adually  wide  enough  to 
admit  the  body  of  a  man. 

The  portico  was  of  a  prodigious  fize.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  this  por- 
tico there  was  a  baflfo  relievo,  of  extraordinary  workmanfhip,  repre- 
fenting  the  giants'  war  ;  and  on  the  weft  the  taking  of  Troy  f. 

The  laft  remaining  fedion  of  thefe  ruins,  which  was  fupported  by 
three  coloflal  ftatues  and  three  pillars,  was  thrown  down  in  the  year 
1 40 1.  The  rui-ns  are  called  by  the  country  people,  //  U??2/)io  dc  l 
glgantu     The  temple  of  the  giants  f. 

*  Diod.  ib.  We  learn  from  Polybius,  In  the  nintli  book,  that  It  remained  incomplete, 
Kaj  0  T8  '0^y/^x(S{  v£aj  (TVVTi'KuaM  (xiv  ix  slM^b.  Kara  ^s  rry  ETrj.SoXnv,  xai  to  fXByB^og,  ho' 
owois  iv  Tcov  Kara  t>iv  *E^Aa?a  ^oksi  >.si7ricr^ai.  "  This  temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeiis  was 
"  aftually  not  completed  :  but  it  appears  that,  in  pkn  and  magnitude,  it  was  inferior  to 
*'  no  temple  in  Greece."  It  is  evident  from  the  context  that  we  fliould  read  awTBMiav^ 
and  not  ttoWtbmiccv,  as  was  perceived  by  Cluverius,  and  Weffeling;  who  cites  this  pafTage 
in  his  edition  of  Diodorus.  Not  to  mention  that  the  exprefl'.on  7ro?,vTiMixj  kn  ki;.Yi<pc  is  not 
in  my  opinion  the  idiom  of  tl.e  Greek. 


Diod.  X  Tazello. 


A  frag- 
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A  fragment  of  a  pillar,  w-hich  is  net  buried  under  the  other  rulnSj 
but  is  acceffible,  proves  the  truth  of  what  Dioiorus  has  faid  of  the 
pillars  ;  a  man  may  lie  down  in  the  fluting,  Riedefel,  an  accurate 
obferver  and  learned  antiquary,  is  of  opinion  that,  though  the  account 
of  Diodorus  is  very  perfect  and  juft,  yet,  in  what  relates  to  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  temple,- there  is  an  error  of  the  tranfcriber.  Riedefel 
fuppofes  the  probable  height  of  the  temple,  v/hen  it  was  {landing,  to 
be  a  hundred  and  fifty  palm.s  :  that  is,  about  a  hundred  and  twenty 
feet.  He  found  the  circumference  of  the  pillars  to  be  forty-two  palms  : 
or  thirty-four  feet :  p'leds  de  rot.  However,  as  it  is  difficult  to  judge  of 
the  length  and  breadth  from  thefe  ruins,  the  flatement  of  Diodorus; 
might  be  accurate  in  all  refpeds. 

Captain  Colfon  meafured  a  trlglyph,  which  was  nine  feet  and  a  half 
high,  and  five  feet  four  inches  broad  ;  and  this  fmgle  circumftance  will 
be  fufhcient  to  afford  you  fome  idea  of  the  aftonifliing  magnitude  of 
the  whole. 

I  am  affured  that  this  temple,  as  well  as  that  of  Selinus,  was  reduced 
to  a  pile  of  flones  by  a  dreadful  earthquake :  or  probably  by  feveral. 
The  deftrucflive  hand  of  man  demoliflies  in  a  heap  :  the  powerful  arm 
of  nature  alone  could  hurl  thefe  cumbrous  mafies  in  this  intermingled 
confufion.  Ever  youthful,  ever  vidorious,  fhe  fmiles  beneath  the 
ruins  of  proud  but  comparatively  impotent  art.  Among  thefe  piles 
earth  fends  forth  a  verdant  grove  of  fig  and  almond  trees.  The  firft 
piflachio  tree  I  fav/  was  in  the  temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus;  and 
was  at  once  covered  with  bloom  and  with  numerous  red  nuts,  that  were 
but  jufl  appearing. 

Between  two  remains  of  temples,  one  of  vv^hich  took  the  name  of 
Gaflor  and  Pollux  and  the  other  of  Vulcan,  each  of  them  appearing 
to  have  been  equal  in  magnitude  and  ardiiteclure  to  what  is  called 
the  temple  of  Concord,  the  bed  of  the  fifh-pond  is  evidently  perceptible 
which  Diodorus  has  thus  defcribed. 

"  Near  this  tem.ple"  (of  the  Olympian  Zeus)  "  there  was  a  pond 

Vol.  II.  R  r  "  funk 
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"  funk  of  fevcn  Jlad'ia  in  circumference,  and  tv^^enty  cubits  deep  ;  in 
"  which  fifh  of  various  kinds  were  kept  for  public  feftivals,  withfwans, 
*'  and  other  birds,  for  the  pleafure  of  the  inhabitants  *." 

This  place  is  very  pleafant  under  its  preient  change  of  form.  The 
pool  communicated  with  the  river  Drago^  the  Acragas  of  the  ancients  ; 
and,  the  bed  of  the  pool  being  dry,  its  fhady  hollow  is  covered  with  a 
large  and  lovely  garden. 

Vaft  remains  are  feen  from  the  walls ;  and  nature  herfelf  prefents 
her  high  rocky  back,  of  which  architedure  might  eafily  have  taken 
advantage.  In  thefe  rocks  various  fepulchres  have  been  hewn ;  and 
probably  for  the  warriors  who  had  fallen  in  defence  of  their  country, 
and  from  whofe  departed  fpirits  aid  was  expeded.  No  wonder  that 
the  Carthaginians  were  ftruck  with  terror,  when,  after  having  de- 
ftroyed  thefe  fepulchres,  they  imagined  they  beheld  the  wandering- 
ihades  of  the  dead. 

We  likewife  faw  the  ruins  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  ;  and  two  cir- 
cular apertures  near  the  prefent  town,  v/hich  denote  great  cavities  in 
the  earth,  and  are  probably  the  remains  of  fubterranean  aqueduds  :  as 
fuppofed  by  Dlodorus.  After  the  vidory  of  Gelo  over  the  Cartha- 
trinians.  the v  were  conftruded  under  the  diredion  of  one  Phaax  ;  and, 
becaufe  of  their  excellence,  in  honour  of  him  were  called  Fhceaclan  f . 
During  the  interval  betv/een  the  vidory  of  Gelo,  497  years  before 
the  birlli  of  Chrift,  and  the  deftrudion  of  Agrigentum,  406  years  be- 
fore Chrift,  the  greateft  temples  in  Sicily,  at  the  ruins  of  which  v/e  are 
now  amazed,  were  probably  built. 

The  Carthaginian  prifoners  were  divided  by  Gelo  ;  and  each  of  the 
friendly  cities  had  a  number,  equal  to  the  number  of  their  citizens  that 
ferved  in  the  war.  By  this  divifion,  Agrigentum  obtained  many  ;  and 
the  more  becaufe,  after  the  battle,  many  of  the  fugitives  had  been 
feized  on  the  Agrigentine  territories.  Several  of  the  citizens  of  Agri- 
gentum  had   five   hundred   Carthaginians  ;    and  thefe,    according   to 

*  Diod.llb,  xi.  V.  i.  p.  423.  \  Ibid. 

Diodorus, 
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Dlodorus,  were  mofi:  of  them  employed  in  public  works  :  cfpeclally 
in  hewing  of  fione,  part  of  whicli  was  ufed  to  build  their  great  temple, 
and  part  for  the  fubterranean  aquedadl'3. 

It  appears  probable  that  the  temples  in  Selinus  and  Egefta  were 
undertaken  with  emulous  magnificence;  and  I  believe  that,  like  the 
temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  in  Agrigentum,  they  were  not  com- 
pleted. The  Selinuntii  could  not  have  partaken  of  the  flaves  of  Gclo; 
for  they  were  the  allies  of  the  Carthaginians. 

The  afped:  of  Agrigentum  muft  have  been  grand:  for  it  was  built 
upon  five  hills.  The  prefent  Girgenti  ftands  on  a  hill,  and  enjoys  a 
very  pure  air.  The  valley  extends  between  tiiefe  heights  and  the 
fea  fhore  ;  and  is  divided  into  fertile  corn  fields,  vineyards,  and  orchards 
of  olive,  almond,  mulberry,  St.  John's  bread,  fig,  and  pomegranate, 
trees.  Thefe  fruits  are  all  excellent  in  their  kind  :  nor  can  I  forget 
the  pleafure  I  received  under  a  mulberry  tree  of  extraordinary  fize  ; 
that,  while  we  were  overcome  by  the  great  heats  we  had  endured,  in 
going  from  ruin  to  ruin,  fometimes  riding  and  fometimcs  walking, 
refrefiied  us  with  its  paradifaical  fruit. 

The  almond  tree  is  likewife  here  very  large ;  and  the  unripe 
almonds  are  now  eaten,  and  appear  to  me  much  better  tafted  than 
when  ripe:  befide  which  they  are  held  to  be  very  healthy.  Olive  trees 
and  prolific  corn  fields  every  where  delight  the  eye. 

The  Drago^  or  ancient  Acragas^  coming  from  the  north,  flows  round 
the  town;  four  Italian  miles  on  the  fouth  fide  of  which  it  empties  itfelf 
into  the  fea  ^'.     It  is  joined  by  the  brook  Rucello^  between  the  fea  and 

the 

*  I  think  I  may  venture  to  aflirm  that  Cluverius  is  miflaken,  when  he  calls  the  Flume 
di  Naro  the  Acrogas.  The  pafTage  which  he  cites,  from  Polybius,  appears  to  favour  my 
opinion:  for  Polybius  fays — "The  Jcragas  viLn  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  city:  but  that 
fide  which  is  oppofite  to  the  fetting  fun  and  the  wind  called  libs  is  watered  by  the  river 
Hypfas.  'Pfi  ya^  duTv  Tra^a  uev  tw  vqtiov  TrXev^av  o  (ruvuvvixoi  th  77■o^EI,  Tra^a  h  tw  etti  rag 
fvcTfij  KM  Tov  M^«  T£T ^af^/xtvy)v  0  7r§oacxyo§£tJOfx.evog  *'T4^x;f.     The  Acragas  v/inds  round  the 

■f  Polyb.  is.  21. 

R  r  2  ancient 
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the  city ;   and  this  brook,  with  tlic  Acragas,  made  the  ancient  city  a 

peninfida. 

The  river  Karo^  formerly  called  the  Hypfcu^  runs  on  the  eafl ;  at  the 
diftance  of  three  Italian  miles.  But  this  is  not  the  beautiful,  abundant, 
and  Ihady  Hypfas,  which  is  now  called  the  Bd'ici^  and  which  wanders 
not  far  from  the  ruins  of  Selinus. 

The  prefent  litile  Girgenti,  fcen  at  a  diftance,  promifes  much  ;  for 
it  is  built  on  a  high  broad  rock,  and  appears  larger  than  it  is.  The 
grand  afpe6l  of  the  ancient  Agrigenturn,  as  feen  from  the  fea,  is  alluded 
to  in  the  following  paillige  : 

Ardnus  i/icle  Acragas  ojlcntat  maxima  longe 
Mueriioy  magnaiwnum  quondam  generator  equoriim. 

ViR.  jEn.  iii-  703. 


ancient  city  on  the  right  •,  and  how  could  the  inhabitants  have  named  their  city  after  a 
diftant  river,  inftead  of  the  river  that  bathed  its  walls  ?  All  traces  of  Agrigenturn  are 
loft  long  before  you  come  to  the  Naro.  Speaking  of  the  founding  of  the  city,  Pindar 
fays : 

IIoTa(t/.8,  l^iHEXia;  t'  hoiV 

K.   T.    A. 

"  After  great  afIli£tion  and  many  toils,  they  obtained  the  facred  dwelling  of  the 
"  flream  ;  and  were  the  eye  of  Sicily*."  I  do  not  think,  as  fome  have  explained  this 
paffaf^e,  that,  by  the  word  eye,  Pindar  alluded  to  tiie  watchfulnefs  of  Agrigenturn  :  but 
rather  to  the  beauty  of  this  city,  and  of  Syracufe  ;  which  cities  were  equally  the  eye  of 
Sicily.  With  refpeft  to  the  Drago,  Fazello,  Amico,  and  other  Sicilians,  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  the  ancient  Acragas  ! 

■*  Weft  tranflates 

A  race  long  exerclfed  in  woes  ; 
Ere,  fmiling  o'er  her  kindred  flood. 
The  manfion  of  their  wifli'd  repofe, 

Their  facred  city  ftood  : 
And  through  amaz'd  Sicilia  Ihone 
The  luftre  of  their  fair  renown.     T- 

Then 
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Then  jigra^^as  with  lofty  fummits  crownM  ; 
Long  for  tlie  race  of  warlike  Heeds  renown'd. 

Drydhn,  V.  924. 

If  I  may  judge  from  the  only  perfon  with  whom  I  am  acquainted 
at  this  place,  the  inhabitants  of  Girgenti  ilill  preferve  the  virtue  of 
hofpitality.  The  Canon  Spoco  overwhehned  us  with  civilities  of  cA^ery 
kind,  fupplied  us  with  his  own  furniture  at  our  inn,  and  covered  our 
table  with  his  hofpitable  prefents.  On  our  account,  he  deferred  a 
journey  which  he  intended  to  take,  and  is  now  employed  in  WTitin^- 
us  letters  of  recommendation.  Hofpitality  is  a  virtue  common  to  all 
the  Italians  and  Sicilians,  who  anticipate  the  wants  of  flrangers :  but 
few  of  them  fo  well  underftand  as  the  Canon  Spoto  that  repofe,  un- 
reftraint,  and  the  free  difpofal  of  their  own  time,  are  among  the  prefT- 
ing  neceffities  of  certain  travellers. 

He  pofleiTes  a  valuable  colledion  of  Greek  vafes,  v>^hich  have  been 
found  in  the  fepulchres  of  the  ancient  city. 

He  likewife  fhewed  us  the  handfome  building,  the  refped:ab]e 
library,  and  a  fine  colleclion  of  ancient  coins :  which  had  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  feminary  by  Count  Luchefe. 

I  met  with  the/trula,  or  fennel  giant :  a  plant  which  bears  an  urn- 
bellated  flower,  or  tuft.  The  Greeks  called  it  vcf^Sr,c.  It  attains  the 
height  of  a  man,  greatly  refembles  the  fennel,  wdiich  here  grows 
equally  high,  and  the  ftalk  is  hollow  and  filled  w^ith  a  kind  of  pith, 
that  kindles  like  a  match,  and  long  continues  to  glimmer.  Hence  the 
ancients  feigned  that  Prometheus  brought  fire  from  heaven  in  the  ftalk 
of  this  plant.  Hefiod  fays  Zeus  had  concealed  the  fire  :  but  that  the 
fon  of  Japetus  ftole  it,  for  the  ufe  of  men,  without  the  knowledge  of 
Zeus,  by  putting  it  into  a  hollow  ftalk  of  this  plant. 

Kfy^/E  ?£  TTU^.        To  jWEV  aiySiJ  I'iiq  TTCXig  laTTBTOtO 

'E«>iEv[/'  avSf  UTTOKTi  A(oj  TTa^oc  /xy]Tiosvros 
Ev  xo^^w  va^^mt,  ^a^aIV  Ata  TB^TTiKE^avvov. 

But  from  Prometheus  'twas  conceal'd  In  vain, 
Which  for  the  ufe  of  man  he  ftole  again, 

Andjfc 
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And,  artful  in  his  fraud,  brought  from  above, 
Clos'd  in  a  hollow  cane,  deceiving  Jove. 

Cooke's  Hefiod,  b.  i.  1.  73. 

In  iEfchylus,  Prometheus,  when  chained  upon  the  rock,  exclaims 

Ylr^yriv  K'KoTTXioiv,   »  0»5a£r«aXoj  TEp/vrjj 
Tlaan;  ^^oroig  TTstprive,   uai  jWsya;  7top9i ; 
To;i^;^•J'£  'TToivoc.i;  d/xTrXa-'iyiixa.Tuv  rivu, 
'T^rai^f »of  ^Bjfjt,o7ji  TrafraaXzvTog  uv. 

Hid  in  a  hollow  cane  the  fount  of  fire 
I  privately  convey'd,  of  every  art 
Productive  and  the  nobleft  gift  to  men. 
And  for  this  flight  ofFence  woe,  woe  is  me ! 
I  bear  thefe  chains,  fix'd  to  this  favage  rock, 
Unlhelter'd  from  th'  inclemencies  of  th'  air. 

Potter,  Prometheus  Chained. 

The  Bacchantes  in  Euripides  thus  fing : 

Jlv ^<ru^yi  (pxoya  TrzuKctiy 
'Ek  vafSwoj  ai(X(TH 

But  Bacchus,  waving  in  his  hand 
The  torch  that  from  his  hallow'd  wand 
Flames  high,  his  roving  Bacchce  leads  j 
And,  fliouting  as  he  nimbly  treads. 
Flings  to  the  wanton  wind  his  ftreaming  hair. 

Potter,  v.  153. 


LET- 
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M- 


LETTER     XCr. 

Syracufe,  25th  June  1702. 

,  Y  Intention  was  to  have  trave]}c«^t  from  Girgentl  to  Cajlro 
Clovanii'i ;  the  Krina  of  the  ancients,  famous  for  its  grove,  its  bloom- 
ing fields,  and  the  fable  of  the  rape  of  Proferpine  :  carried  off  by  Pluto 
while  fhe  was  gathering  flowers.  From  th«nce,  I  fhould  have  ridden 
through  the  country  to  Syracufe  :  but  we  learned  that  the  air  of  Cajlro 
Giovanni  is  bad,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year  j  and  therefore  determined 
to  ftop  on  the  ccail,  at  Terranova, 

On  the  morning  of  the  21ft,  we  journeyed  through  barren  fields  to 
Palma  ;  and,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  as  we  entered  this 
handfome  little  town,  the  beams  of  the  fun  were  glowing  hot.  Near 
the  walls,  the  country  is  well  watered,  and  rich  in  vegetation.  The 
almond  trees,  which  are  in  great  numbers,  grow  to  a  confiderable  fize  ; 
and  the  St.  John's  bread  likewife  is  very  large,  and  has  a  confpicuous 
and  beautiful  appearance.  Its  flrong  fcions  fpring  round  it  near  the 
root,  bend  back  again  to  the  earth,  and  there  take  root  themfelves  j  fo 
that  a  fingle  tree,  v^ith  its  branching  family,  appears  a  little  grove. 

A  letter  of  recommendation,  from  the  friendly  Canon  Spoto,  gained 
us  accefs  to  a  fpacious  palace  in  Palma ;  where  we  flept  during  the  heat 
of  the  day.  Warm  as  thefe  fcuthern  climates  are,  you  generally  find 
pleafant  and  cool  retreats  in  the  houfes.  The  ftrong  walls  repel  the 
heat,  and  the  apartm.ents  are  very  lofty.  You  feldom  fuffer  much  from 
the  heat  during  the  day,  while  under  the  roof ;  but  rather  in  the  even- 
ing, after  having  been  into  the  open  air,  and  w^ien  the  walls  have  been 
warmed  through.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  heat  of  the  night  will 
frequently  not  fuffer  you  to  fleep :  yet  that  the  greater  heat  of  the  day 
makes  you  fleepy.     The  fame  indeed,  in  a  certain  degree,  may  be  faid 

of 
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of  Germany:  although  the  morning  and  evening  dew  there  falls  much 
morecopioufly  than  in  thefe  countries;  where  the  delightful  dew-air, 
which  is  fo  great  a  reftorative,  cannot  always  be  enjoyed,  and  never 
in  die  fiime  abundance  as  in  our  country.  The  flies  here  are  very 
teafmg-,  by  day ;  and  filk  gauze,  thrown  over  the  face,  is  quite  neceC- 
fiiry  for  the  traveller  v;ho  v/iQies  to  fleep. 

Palma  belongs  to  the  Prince  of  Lampedulli ;   and,  in  the  year  1779, 
ontained  little  more  than  live  thoufand  inhabitants  :  though  its  prefent 
population  is  elTiraated  at  nine  thoufand  ;  which  in,creafe  may  be  attri- 
buted to  a  rich  fulphur  mine.     This  town  was  firft  built  in  the  year 
1637,  by  a  perfon  of  the  family  of  Chiavo  Monte. 

Not  far  from  Palma  white  partridges  are  found,  on  a  hill  near  the 
fea,  which  have  remained  there  from  twelve  to  fifteen  years  :  though 
the  place  they  came  from  is  not  known.  They  frequently  couple 
with  other  partridges  ;  and  the  young  brood  then  confifts  of  both  kinds. 
The  common  partridge  of  the  ill  and  is  grey,  with  white  fpots,  and 
fiefh  of  a  high  red  colour  on  the  beak.  They  have  a  refemblance  to 
the  Guinea  hen. 

We  rode  to  Alicata,  in  the  afternoon  ;  near  which  town  is  a  charm- 
ing long  hill,  the  fouth  fide  of  which  wards  off  the  heat.  It  is  em- 
bellifhed  with  country  houfes  and  verdant  orchards,  and  watered  by 
rich  fprings  ;  which  likewife  refrefh  the  neighbouring  country,  where 
they  arife  through  fubterranean  paffages. 

People  in  Germany  have  falfe  ideas  concerning  the  fummcr  dry- 
nefs  of  vegetation  in  hot  countries.  In  open  unfhaded  and  fcantily 
watered  paftures,  I  grant  that  the  grafs  above  the  furface  is  parched  ; 
and  that,  during  the  hot  months,  on  fuch  the  cows  eat  what  may  more 
properly  be  called  hay  than  grafs  :  but  the  herds  of  cattle  are  then  paf- 
tured  on  the  mountains,  where  the  grafs  remains  frefh;  and  the  meadows 
which  are  then  burnt  up  afford  them  frefli  fodder  in  the  winter. 
Accuftomed  to  this  air,  and  taking  root  in  a  very  fruitful  foil,  the  trees 
are  clothed  in  a  lovely  green  ;  and  both  hills  and  valleys,  if  nature  do 

but 
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but  favour  them  with  water,  afford  a  rich  vegetation  cf  herbage  and 
foliage  :  of  the  polilhed  verdure  of  vi^hich  we  northern  people  can  form 
no  idea.  Several  of  the  African  plants  of  cur  hot  I.cufes  have  this 
colour,  this  fulnefs,  and  this  polifli. 

AUcata^  Licata,  or  Leocata^  is  a  pleafint  tov/n ;  built  partly  ur>on  a 
hill,  and  partly  below  it,  on  the  fea  fide.  A  fortrefs  is  creeled  on  a 
fmall  cape,  adjoining  to  the  town,  that  extends  into  the  fea.  At  pre- 
fent  the  hill,  taking  its  name  from  the  town,  is  called  Monte  di  Licata  *. 
Cluverius  imagined  it  to  be  the  Ecnomos  of  the  ancients. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Alicata,  w^as  eftimated,  by  Amlco,  at 
10,960.  He  is  an  authentic  writer,  but,  during  the  laft  thirty  years, 
the  numbers  in  mod  of  the  royal  towns  have  decreafed,  in  confequence 
of  various  oppreffions,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  baronial  towns. 
Though  the  inhabitants,  particularly  the  leifer  nobility,  juflly  complain 
of  the  Barons,  yet  they  are  lefs  oppreffed  by  them  than  when  imme- 
diately under  the  government  of  the  King:  for,  as  the  road  is  always 
open  to  complaint,  and  as  by  government  the  refpett  for  the  rights  of 
the  Barons  is  more  willingly  diminiihed  than  increafed,  the  latter  are 
obliged  to  exercife  great  precaution  w^hen  they  affert  thefe  rights. 

Alicata  was  taken  and  burned,  in  the  year  1553,  by  the  Turks  ;  and 
their  allies,  the  French  f . 

This  town  {lands  where  Phint'ia  formerly  flood  :  a  place  which  w^as 
founded  by  the  Agrigentine  tyrant,  Phintias  ;  a  contemporary  of  Pyr- 
rhus.  It  was  to  this  place  that  he  brought  the  inhabitants  of  Gela,  282 
years  before  Chrift,  after  he  had  deftroyed  that  mother  town  of  Agri- 
gentum. 

On  the  22dof  June,  we  rode  all  the  fore  part  of  the  day  ;  till,  about 
eleven  o'clock,  w^e  arrived  at  Terranova.  Near  Alicata,  we  croffed  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Fimne  Salfo  ;  the  largeft  ftream  in  the  ifland,  and 
formerly  called  the  Himems,  It  divides  the  Val  di  Ma%%ara  from  the 
Vd  di  NotOy  in  w^hlch  we  now  are.     The   heat  became  very  great  as 


♦ 


Lex.  Top.  Sic.  t  Fazello. 
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the  morning  advanced.  The  debilitating  fcirocco  blew  ;  and  the  very 
fea  appears  unwillingly  to  feel  its  influence.  Though  it  is  attended 
with  very  little  current  of  air,  yet,  when  it  prevails,  the  waves  of  the 
fea  foam  and  roar,  and  it  feems  as  if  its  influence  was  more  ftrongly 
felt  in  this  element  than  in  the  lighter  air.  It  brings  humidity  :  the 
clothes  adhere  to  the  body  at  its  touch,  the  marrow  feems  melted 
in  the  bones,  and  fpleen  and  melancholy  aflflicft  the  heart.  Cold  bath- 
ing and  cooling  beverage,  with  fruit,  or  a  draught  of  generous  wine, 
and  fl:ill  more  eflfedlually  ice  and  repofe,  are  the  remedies  by  w^iich' 
it  may  be  refilled. 

The  founders  both  of  ancient  and  of  modern  towns  naturally  chofe 
the  countries  that  were  well  watered  ;  and  Terranova  enjoys  the  blefl"- 
ings  which  frefh  vegetation  and  excellent  fruits  afford. 

Here  flood  the  ancient  Gela  "*,  to  which  a  colony  was  led  by  Anti- 
phemus  from  Rhodes,  and  Entimus  from  Crete  ;  who  joined  in  com- 
munity forty-live  years  after  the  founding  of  Syracufe,  in  the  firfl  year 
of  the  23d  Olympiad,  6S6  years  before  Chrift.  It  was  built  near  the- 
river  Gelas,  from  which  the  town  took  its  name.  An  ancient  Greek 
fcholiaft,  upon  Pindar,  calls  the  river  Gelo^i ;  and  it  is  now  called  by 
the  modern  name  of  the  town,  Terranova.  Not  far  from  Terranova, 
on  the  fouth-weft  fhore,  a  Doric  pillar  lies  thrown  down  :  a  folitary 
token  of  the  former  grandeur  of  Gela. 

The  territory  of  Gela  was  extenfive,  and  the  place  itfelf  large.  It 
was  called  «V^>  by  the  poet  Callimachus  :  a  word  which  is  only  ufed, 
to  denote  great  chies.  It  is  likewife  called,  by  Virgil,  Immojiis  Gela  f .. 
Another  interpretation  of  the  word  immanis  derives  it  from  the  tyrants,, 
who  fome  of  them  governed  and  others  were  natives  of  Gela.  I  grant 
that  /w?/7j;;/V  is  generally  ufed   to  exprefs  a  cruel   and  favage  nature  : 

*  Thuc.  1.  vi.  p.  380. 

f  In  fight  of  the  Geloan  fields  we  pafs  ; 

And  the  large  walls,  where  mighty  Gela  was. 

Dryden  ;  -^n.  iii.  1.  92:?. 

but 
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but  the  circumftance  that  Gela  was  governed  by  tyrants  did  not  dlftia- 
guifli  It  from  other  towns  in  Sicily.  Gelo,  liiero  the  FirR',  and 
Thrafybulus,  three  fons  of  Dinomenes,  who  fuccefiively  governed 
Syracufe,  were  natives  of  Gela.  Gelo,  one  of  the  greateil  and  bed 
men  of  Grecian  times,  ruled  becaufe  he  was  refpedted  ;  not  becaufe  he 
was  powerful.  The  charader  of  Hiero  was  more  equivocal ;  though 
he  was  praifed  by  Pindar  and  Simonides,  both  great  poets.  Thrafybu- 
kis,  in  every  fenfe  of  the  word,  was  a  tyrant. 

The  great  tragic  poet,  iEfchylus,  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  old  age 
in  Gela;  after  he  had  quitted  Athens  in  difguft.  One  day,  while  he 
was  fleeping,  an  eagle  that  was  bearing  a  tortoife,  wilhing  to  break  its 
hard  fhell,  let  it  fall  upon  the  bare  fkuU  of  the  poet ;  miftaking  it  for  a 
ftone  :  and  thus  died  ^fchylus.  Paufanias  *,  a  philofopher  and 
phyfician,  the  friend  and  difciple  of  Empedocles,  and  Timogenes  the 
philofopher,  the  difciple  of  Theophraftus,  were  both  of  Gela. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  the  93d  Olympiad,  403  years  before  Chrifl:, 
Himilco,  the  general  of  the  Carthaginians,  after  he  had  deftroyed  Agri- 
gentum,  fell  with  his  whole  army  on  the  territories  of  Gela  and  Cama- 
rina.  From  the  banks  of  the  Gelas,  near  the  city  Gela,  he  took  a 
coloffal  ftatue  of  Apollo,  and  fent  it  to  Tyrus :  the  mother  city  of  Car- 
thage :  and,  when  Alexander  befieged  Tyrus,  the  citizens  accufed  this 
flatue  of  favouring  the  enemy.  The  Carthaginian  fortified  his  camp  ; 
expeding  that  Dionyfius,  who  by  power  and  artifice  had  lately  ob- 
tained the  fovereignty  of  Syracufe,  v/ould  march  againfl;  him  with  a 
great  army.  The  Gelenfes  determined  to  fend  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren to  Syracufe  ;  but  the  women  fled  to  the  altars,  and  fo  preffingly 
entreated  the  men  to  fuffer  them  to  fliare  in  the  dangers  of  war  that 
they  were  permitted  to  remain. 

The  Gelenfes  frequently  fallied  on  the  foe  ;  and,  profiting  by  their 
knovdedge  of  the  country,  killed  and  took  many  of  the  Carthaginians. 

* 

*  Not  Paufanias  the  writer. 

S  f  2  They 
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They  fought  valiantly ;  though  their  walls  began  to  be  (battered,  and 
breaches  were  made  by  the  deftrudive  battering  rams  :  but  what  the 
day  deftroyed  the  night  repaired  ;  and  women  and  children  laboured 
at  the  work,  while  the  men  remained  under  arms.  Their  defence  was 
truly  undaunted  ;  though  their  city  was  not  very  flrong,  their  walls 
were  in  ruins,  and  no  allies  were  come  to  their  aid. 

At  length,  Dionyfms  arrived  with  a  mixed  army  ;  from  Syracufe> 
the  allied  Grecians  of  Italy  and  Sicily,  and  foldiers  that  he  had  taken 
into  pay  :  but  he  was  defeated,  in  a  battle  againft  the  Carthaginians,, 
w^as  conftrained  to  fend  the  citizens  of  Gela  away  by  night  to  Syra- 
cufe,  and  the  enemy  took  pofTeffion  of  the  place  *. 

The  inhabitants  of  Gela  were  fent  from  Syracufe  to  Leontium  ;  but 
they  muft  foon  after  have  returned  to  their  native  place,  for  Gela  took 
part  with  Dion  againft  the  younger  Dionyfiusf. 

In  the  fecond  year  of  the  117th  Olympiad,  309  years  before  the 
birth  of  Chrift,  Agathocles,  the  tyrant  of  Syracufe,  accufed  the  Gelenfes 
of  taking  part  with  the  Carthaginians,  put  more  than  four  thoufand. 
citizens  to  death,  and  obliged  the  reft  to  give  him  all  the  coined  and 
uncoined  gold  and  filver  J. 

Gela  was  deftroyed  by  Phintias,  the  tyrant  of  Agrigentum,  282  years 
before  Chrift,  in  the  firft  year    of  the  1 24th  Olympiad. 

The  modern  town,  'Terranova^  was  founded  about  the  middle  of  the 
thirteenth  century,  by  the  Emperor  Frederic  the  Second.  The  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  thirty  years  ago  was  eftimated  at  7076,  by 
Amico§.  It  is  a  baronial  town,  and  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Monte- 
leone. 

On  the  23d,  we  pafled  the  river  Terranova^  the  ancient  Gelas ;  leav- 
ing the  fea  behind  us  on  the  right,  and  paffing  through  the  country  of 
the  Gelenfes :  the  fertility  of  which  has  in  all  ages  been  fo  famous* 
I  never  bel  eld  ftronger  ftubble  j  and,  where  the  corn  was  not  yet  cuty 

*  Dfod.  1.  xili.  vol.  i.  p.  630.  f  Diod.  1.  xiv.  vol.  ii.  p.  Bgi 

%  Diod.  1.  xix.  vol,  ii.  p.  4000.  §  LeJt.  Top.  Sic. 

although 
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although   on  fie.ds  which  had  fuffered  this  year  for  the  want  of  rain, 
the  crops  even  there  could  fcarcely  be  called  moderate. 

We  arrived  at  the  little  town  oi  Santa  Maria  dl  Nlfcemi,  which  is 
built  on  a  hKl,  before  the  morning  fun  became  too  powerful.  As  we 
appeared  to  L)e  in  a  wretched  inn,  we  were  looking  round  for  a  cloifter 
when  a  well-dreiTed  perfon  defired  us  to  follow  him,  in  a  friendly 
manner,  and  took  us  to  the  houfe  of  his  fon  ;  who  was  the  Scrivano  of 
the  town.  As  foon  as  we  had  alighted,  a  number  of  people  had  col- 
leded  round  us,  and  our  chamber  was  prefently  full  of  inquilitive  bab- 
blers ;  who  all  came,  as  they  iA^^  per  dimojirar  una  piccola  attenzione  a 
glifignori  forejlkri :  to  fhew  a  little  attention  t6^  the  foreign  gentle- 
men :   but  in  reality  to  gratify  their  own  infatiable  curiofity. 

Among  them,  there  was  an  old  prieft  ;  of  whofe  company,  like  the 
reft,  we  began  to  be  impatient  :  but  of  which  we  were  afterward  much 
afhamed.  After  many  queftions  concerning  our  travels,  and  crivin? 
us  friendly  council,  he  departed  ;  but  foon  returned  with  letters  of  re- 
commendation :  and,  notfatisfied  with  that,  gave  our  muleteer  an  Ita- 
lian cock  to  be  eaten  by  us  on  the  road. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  faw  many  large  cork  trees ;  and  in  the  evening 
arrived  at  Caltagirone,  This  place,  which  contains  more  than  feventeen 
thoufand  inhabitants,  by  paying  a  voluntary  gift  to  the  King,  is  almoll 
freed  from  taxes  ;  and  is  endowed  with  commercial  privileges,  greater 
than  thofe  of  any  other  town.  A  colonnade,  rather  grand  than  beau- 
tiful, which  the  citizens  have  built  on  a  height  to  enjoy  the  open  air, 
and  a  fpacious  high  road,  in  the  continuation  of  which  they  are  now 
employed,  denote  the  activity  of  the  inhabitants  ;  who  feel  their  grow- 
ing power.  The  town  is  built  on  a  hill,  and  its  origin  is  doubtful ; 
though  it  certainly  exifted  in  the  times  of  the  Saracens,  and  probably 
more  early  :  as  the  height  and  the  furrounding  lands  muft  at  all  times 
have  given  delight. 

Yefterday,  foon  after  we  had  left  Caltagirone ^viq  beheld  jEtna  ;  tow- 
ering behind  the  intervening  mountains.   The  road  brought  us  through 

fertile 
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fertile  and  well  cultivated  countries  ;  and  we  again  faw  hills  that  were 
fliaded  with  trees. 

We  left  the  little  town  of  M'moe  on  a  liill,  lying  on  our  rlglit.  It 
was  formerly  inhabited  by  the  Siculi,  called  Menal  *,  and  was  the  birth- 
place of  the  famous  Ducetius;  the  leader  or  King  of  the  Siculi  ;  who, 
in  the  fourth  year  of  the  8ift  Olympiad,  450  years  before  Chrift,  tranf- 
ported  the  inhabitants  to  the  plains  near  the  temple  of  the  PaUci :  from 
which  the  new  town  w^as  called  Palica, 

Thefe  Gods  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  twin  fons  of  Zeus  and  the 
Nymph  Jitna  :  or,  according  to  others,  Thalia.  Their  temple  was 
famed  for  its  antiquity,  and  the  facred  terror  it  infpired.  We  are  told, 
by  Diodorus,  it  had  hot  and  apparently  glowing  fprlngs  ;  which  rofe 
from  boiling  gulphs,  out  of  craters  of  no  great  circumference,  but  of 
immeafurable  depth.  The  ftench  of  the  falphur  is  fo  great  that  no 
one  has  ever  yet  entirely  be^m  at  the  place.  The  deep  bubbling  water 
roars  fearfully  ;  but  never  overflows,  or  fails. 

Here  the  moft  folemn  oaths  were  fworn  ;  and  Diodorus  affirms 
that  perjury  was  followed  by  immediate  punifliment.  The  oath  put 
an  end  to  the  moft  intricate  difputes.  Even  flaves  found  refuge  here 
againft  their  cruel  and  angry  mafters  ;  who  durft  not  forcibly  take 
them  av/ay,  but  were  obliged  to  give  them  the  fecurlty  of  the  oath  : 
nor  was  there  an  example  known,  fays  Diodorus,  of  a  mafter  who  did 
not  keep  this  oath.  ' 

The  temple  was  built  in  a  commanding  fltuation  :   and  was  embel- 

liihed  with  colonnades,  and  other  pleafmg  objects  f. 

After 

*  I  agree  with  Gluverius,  and  read  Mvjag  in  Diodorus  :  inflead  of  the  common  reading, 

f  According  to  the  fable,  the  Nymph  JEtna,  or  Thalia,  for  fo  Macrobius  calls  her, 
being  pregnant  by  Jupiter  and  fearful  of  the  wrath  of  Juno,  wilhed  that  the  earth  might 
open.  Her  wifli  was  accomplifiied;  and,  M'hen  {he  was  delivered  of  the  twins,  they  were 
called  Palici :  from  the  words  'rrcx.y.iv  and  hvai  :  again  and  to  go  :  becaufe  they  came  back  out 
of  the  earth.  Accordhig  to  others,  they  were  the  fame  who  became  fo  famous  under  the 
names  of  Caftor  and  Pollus.     They  were  called  Palici  j  becaufe  they  alternately  lived 

one 
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After  Ducetius  had  built  Pal'ica  and  had  furrounded  it  with  good 
walls,  he  divided  the  territorial  lands  among  the  citizens  ;  and  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  foil  and  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  foon  rendered 
it  a  refpedable  place.  But  the  profperity  of  Pal'ica  was  of  fhort  du- 
ration, for  it  was  quickly  deftroyed  ^\ 

We  were  prevented  from  vlfiting  thefe  bubbling  fprings,  both  by 
the  badnefs  of  the  air  round  them  and  the  length  of  our  day's  journey, 
A  living  Sicilian  author  fays — "  The  lake  of  Palici  is  flill  full  of  ful- 
*'  phurous  and  highly  infalubrious  water  :  fo  that  to  remain  near  it  is 
"  dangerous  both  to  man  and  bead.  Its  breadth  is  about  a  hundred 
"  paces," 

About  ten  in  the  forenoon,  we  arrived  at  the  little  town  of  Palagonia  j 
which  is  built  on  a  height  and  overlooks  a  charming  vale.  This  fitua- 
tion  and  this  name  lead  me  to  think  it  highly  probable  that  the  temple 
ftood  in  the  valley.  The  town  is  the  native  place  of  the  Princes  of 
Palagonia;  one  of  whom  built  the  grotefque  palace,  between  Solanto 
and  Palermo,  which  I  have  already  defcribed. 

In  the  afternoon,  over  a  fruitful  country,  we  beheld  Mount  ^'tna  In 
its  whole  extent.  We  left  the  lake  Beveria  on  our  left ;  which  abounds 
in  fifh,  particularly  eels,  and  birds.  The  river  Leonardo  flows  through  it; 
which  the  ancients  called  the  h'ljfus ;  and,  foon  after  it  has  left  the 
lake,  it  paffes  by  Lentini :  but,  as  it  frequently  overflows,  it  renders  the 
air  of  that  town  very  unhealthy.  We  contemplated  the  fertile  fields 
which,  according  to  the  accounts  of  the  ancients,  excited  furprife  in- 
Hercules  f  ;  and  they  flill  fupport  the  fame  they  formerly  obtained. 

one  month  in  Olympus  and  the  next  in  the  infernal  regions  :  from  which  they  continually 
returned,  from  the  time  that  the  immortal  Pollux  obtained  permifTion  of  Zeus  to  (hare 
his  immortality  with  the  mortal  Caftor,  who  had  flain  Lynceus  and  was  afterward  killed 
b-y  Idas.  Inllead  oi  pinguis  ubi  et  placahilis  ara  Dlauct  (Virg.  jEn.  vii.  763)  fome  read 
Palici :  and  Servius  fays  that  men  were  firft  facrificed  to  thefe  Gods,  but  that  they  then 
accepted  other  facrifices  in  expiation  :  therefore  Virgil  calls  the  altar  placalilis  :  or  pla- 
cable. I  mufl  further  remark  of  the  fons  of  Leda  that,  according  to  fome,  it  v/as  Pollux,, 
but  according  to  others  Caftor,  who  was  immortal. 

*  Died,  lib,  xi.  vol,  i.  p.  471.  f  Diod.  lib.  iv.  vol.  i.  p.  270. 

During, 
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During  the  whole  day,  we  had  feen  fmoke  afcend  not  only  out  of 
the  upper  mouth  of  ^tna  but  likewife  from  a  lower  part ;  where,  fome 
months  ago,  a  new  aperture  burft  forth.  When  it  was  dark,  wq  faw 
the  red  ftream  of  lava. 

You  cannot  but  admire  our  good  fortune,  at  not  only  having  vifited 
Vefuvius  during  its  eruption  but  JEtiia.,  likewufe,  at  a  time  when  it 
afTumed  every  beauty,  and  w^as  clothed  in  all  its  fertility. 

We  had  a  letter  from  the  beautiful  young  Princefs  Leonforte,  of 
Palermo,  which  gained  us  admifTion  to  a  convenient  houfe  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  town  of  Lentini ;  where  the  air  is  lefs  unhealthy.  This 
place  contains  rather  more  than  four  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  lies  at 
the  foot  of  a  height ;  at  the  top  of  which  Charles  the  Fifth  built  a  new 
town,  that  he  might  allure  the  inhabitants  to  change  their  bad  air  for  a 
better.  He  called  this  town  Carkjit'nii,  and  it  contains  nearly  three 
thoufand  people. 

Lentini  is  a  fmall  remainder  of  the  formerly  flouriHiing  and  mighty 
Leontium:  on  which,  in  the  lard  year  of  the  13th  Olympiad,  726 
years  before  Chriil,  the  Chalcidenfes^  from  Euhcsa^  who  fix  years  before 
had  founded  the  Sicilian  Naxos,  had  made  a  defcent ;  under  the  con- 
du«£l  of  the  fame  Theocles  whom  they  had  followed  from  Greece  j  and 
fettled  here,  after  they  had  driven  out  the  Siculi,  who  were  the  former 
inhabitants  of  Leontium*. 

The  fame  fite  attended  the  Leontini  as  befel  the  other  Greek  colo- 
nies of  Sicily :  who  were  frequently  oppreffed  by  tyrants,  and  as  fre- 
quently recovered  their  freedom.  Phalaris,  the  tyrant  of  Agrigentum, 
one  of  thefe  oppreflbrs,  took  away  their  arms;  and,  with  the  policy  of 
defpotifm,  introduced  luxury  :  fo  that  to  fay  "  The  Leontini  are  always 
at  their  bottle"  became  proverbial. 

Leontium  was  the  caufe  of  the  firft  attack  made  upon  Syracufe  by 
the  Athenians.  The  Leontini  were  then  at  war  with  the  Syracufians  ; 
and  all  the  towns  of  Doric  origin,  except  Camarina,  took  part  with  the 
latter ;  and  with  the  former  the  Camarini,  and  all  the  towns  that  de- 

*  Thuc.  lib.  vi.  p.  379. 
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rived  their  origin  from  the  Chalcidenfes.  The  arrogant  power  of  the 
Syracufians  op]>re(rcd  the  Leontini  ;  who  fent  ambafladors  to  Athens 
demanding  aifirtance.  One  of  thefe  ambafladors  w^as  the  famous  phi- 
lofopher,  and  orator,  Gorgias  ;  who  exceeded  his  contemporaries  in 
the  reputation  of  eloquence  :  though  his  oratory  chiefly  confifted  in 
ftudied  artifice,  antithefis,  and  the  tricks  of  rhetoric  ;  unlike  the  high 
and  irrefidible  eloquence  of  Pericles,  which  extorted  praife  even  from 
the  comic  poets.  Ariilophanes  fays  of  him — "  The  Olympic  Pericles 
"  fpeaks  in  thunder  and  lightning;  and  confounds  all  Greece."  And 
Eupolis,  of  whom  we  have  fome  fragments,  declares,  "  Convidion  fat 
"  upon  his  lips  :  it  v/as  fafclnation  to  hear  him. :  and  he  alone,  of  all 
"  the  orators,  left  a  Ring  in  the  ear*.'* 

But  the  Greeks,  particularly  the  Athenians,  v/ere  infatiate  in  their 
love  of  novelty ;  and  Gorgias  kept  a  fchool  of  rhetoric,  and  received 
from  his  difciples  a  hundred  /;//W,  or  about  two  thoufand  rix  dollars. 
Depravity  of  manners  and  depravity  of  tafte  go  hand  in  hand.  The 
beautiful  is  allied  to  the  beautiful ;  and  deformity  to  its  like. 

Gorgias  eafily  perfuaded  the  Athenians  to  take  part  in  this  war  ;  for 
they  had  long  defired  to  poflefs  Sicily,  and  feized  this  pretext  of  the 
opprefled  Leontini ;  to  whom,  as  a  people  related  to  themfelves,  they 
owed  affiftance :  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Chalcidenfian 
origin  were,  like  the  Athenians,  defcended  from  the  lonians.     Accord- 

*  Diodorus  attributes  thefe  verfes  all  to  Eupolis;  after  he  had  cited  others  from  Arif- 
tophanes:  but,  as  the  two  firfi:  of  thefe  verfes  are  generally  afcribed  to  Ariftophancs,  we 
iliould  thus,  with  WefTeling,  read  the  text  of  Diodorus  : 

Kai  TTuMv  h  axxoig  (i.  e.  ?,£y£i  'Af«ro?'av»j} 

To  KEVT^OV  £'/KaTe\Sl%£  TOJJ  aK^OU(/£VOf(. 

Vol.  IL  T  t  Inglj 
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ingly  the  Athenians  declared  for  war :  but  this  v/ar  was  tedious,  and 
the  Leontir/i  at  hiQ:  made  peace  with  Syracufe  ;  cf  which  city  they 
obtained  the  fre-edom,  were  tranfported  thither,  the  Syracuiians  took 
poileffion  of  Leontium,  and  the  Athenians  failed  back  to  Greece*. 

Thus  expelled  from  their  native  city  by  the  Syracufians,  the  Leon- 
tini  endeavoured  to  recover  what  they  had  loft ;  and,  in  the  fir  ft  year 
of  the  91(1  Olympiad,  414  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  in  concert 
with  the  Aceftxi,  who  were  at  war  with  the  Selinuntii,  they  induced 
Athens  to  make  a  fecond  attempt  upon  Sicily,  eleven  years  after  their 
firll  effort,  and  in  the  i6th  year  of  the  Peloponnefian  war.  On  this 
occafion  the  Athenians  were  uncommonly  fanguine  ;  and  determined, 
before  they  began,  to  fell  all  the  Syracufians  and  Selinuntii  as  flaves, 
and  to  impofe  an  annual  tribute  on  the  remaining  people  of  the  ifland. 

In  the  third  year  of  the  93d  Olympiad,  403  years  before  Chrift, 
while  they  were  ftill  at  war  with  the  Athenians,  the  Syracufians  tranf- 
planted  the  Agrigentini,  whofe  city  the  Carthaginians  had  deftroyed,  to 
Leontium. 

In  the  fame  year,  Dionyfius  employed  the  people  of  Leontium  to 
fecure  himfelf  in  the  tyranny  of  Syracuie.  Afterward  however  Leon- 
tium became  the  place  in  which  the  deliverers  of  Syracufe,  Dion,  and 
Timoleon,  began  their  enterprife  againft  the  tyrants  ;  and  here  Icetas, 
the  tyrant  of  that  city,  fell  under  the  power  of  Timoleon  f . 

On  each  fide  of  Lentini  many  caverns,  cut  in  the  rocks,  are  feen. 
Perhaps  they  ferved  the  Siculi,  or  probably  the  more  early  Lseftrigons 
and  Cyclops,  as  habitations  :  for  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  fabulous 
account  of  the  Cyclops  had  fome  foundation  in  truth  ;  and  that  the 
favage  ftate  of  thefe  people  gave  rife  to  the  poetical  fidion,  that  they 
were  monfters. 

Early  in  the  forenoon,  we  rode  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Can- 
iara  %  ;  which  the  ancients  called  the  Alabis^  Alaho^  or  Alabus,  Ac- 
cording to  Bochart,    Halava^  in  the  Phoenician  language,   fignified 

*  Thuc.  l.iii.  p.  220,  andDiod.  1.  xii.  vol.i.  p.  513. 
t  Plut,  Life  of  Tim.  %  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 
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fweetnefs;  and  lie  conje(5tured  that  the  river  was  thus  named  by  the 
Phcenicians,  becaufe  excellent  honey  was  produced  on  its  banks.  It 
fometimes  meanders  between  high  rocks,  and  through  pleafant  valleys; 
and  indeed  the  whole  country  is  vigorous  in  vegetation,  and  highly 
fertile.  We  faw  fine  herds  of  cattle  ;  which,  in  this  ifland,  are  without 
exception  red,  have  prodigious  horns,  are  fhort,  ftrong,  and  numerous, 
and  are  only  diftingulfliable  by  their  colour  from  the  v/hite  cattle  of 
Apulia. 

We  reded  in  the  middle  of  the  day  at  Fondaco  del  Fico ;  the  name 
of  which  will  remind  you  of  our  pleafimt  refting  place  in  Calabria, 
between  Catanzaro  and  Monteleonc,  where  we  halted  at  noon.  Like 
that  of  Calabria,  the  Fo??daco  del  Fico  of  Sicily  is  delightful;  efpecially 
becaufe  of  its  umbrageous  trees,  among  which  the  tall  mulberry  pre- 
dominates, and  which  at  prefent  affords  fomething  befide  its  cooling 
fliade. 

Dearth  and  uncleanlinefs  prevailed  in  the  inn :  but  the  branching 
foliage  of  a  large  fig  tree  gave  fweetnefs  to  our  mid-day  repaft ;  and 
its  ruftling  would  have  invited  to  fleep,  had  we  not  been  obliged  to 
reach  Syracufe. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  over  the  places  where  formerly  the  leffer 
Hybla  and  Megara  ftood.  This  place  confifts  of  flat  rocks;  and  here 
we  faw  fome  remains  of  hewn  fcones,  which  no  doubt  had  been  a 
burial  place  of  Megara. 

About  the  time  that  the  Chalcidenfes  made  a  defcent  en  Leontium, 
Lamis  led  a  colony  from  Megara  in  Greece  to  the  river  Pantagias^  and 
founded  Trotihim ;  which  lay  eaftward  of  Leontium,  on  the  fea  fide. 
Lamis  governed  Leontium,  and  the  Chalcidenfes  ;  but  was  driven 
away  by  the  Leontini,  founded  Tapfus^  and  died.  His  countrymen 
were  expelled  from  Tapfus  by  Hyblo,  a  King  of  the  Siculi,  and  built 
the  Hyblcsan  Megara.  After  having  poflefTed  this  place  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  years,  they  were  driven  from  their  town  and  its  territory 
'  by  Gelo,  the  ruler  of  Syracufe. 

T  t  2  A  hundred 
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A  hundred  years  after  the  building  of  Megara  thefe  people,  under 
one  of  their  leaders  named  Pamilos,  founded  Selinus  ^^ 

Except  the  hpney  of  Hymdtiis^  a  mountain  oi  Aii'ica^  the  honey  of 
Hybla  was  efteemed  above  all  others,  by  the  ancients.  This  honey 
flill  maintains  its  excellence  ;  nor  can  lefs  be  expelled,  from  the  large 
ftrongly  aromatic  thyme  which  grows  here,  on  the  hot  rocky  beds  of 
earth. 

The  ancient  Thapfos^  which  the  Romans,  omitting  the  letter  by 
called  Tapfiis^  was  built  on  a  fmall  peninfula  of  the  fame  name  which 
we  liiw  at  no  ^reat  diftance,  and  is  now  called  Ifola  de  gli  Manghift. 

The  afpedt  of  Syracufe  refembles  that  of  Taranto  ;  for  it  is  fituated 
between  a  great  and  a  little  fea  :  as  we  may  venture  to  call  its  haven  a 
bay.  This  afped;  even  ftill  has  fomething  grand  in  it :  although  the 
prcfent  tov^m,  limited  to  the  ifland,  probably  contains  only  the  twen- 
tieth part,  and  fcarcely  that,  of  the  ancient  Syracufe. 

How  many  elevated  ideas  did  this  afpect  excite  in  the  foul  !  Thi^ 
was  the  city  which  alone,  of  all  the  towns  of  Greece,  dared  to  vie  with 
Athens.  Centuries  rife  to  view,  and  ftrange  and  innumerable  events  ; 
till  the  eye,  become  giddy  by  the  multitudinous  objeds,  feeks  repofe 
by  calling  the  heroes  of  times  long  pafled  once  more  to  remembrance, 
and  forcing  them  to  leave  their  filent  abodes. 

Gelo  muft  not  be  numbered  among  tyrants :  he  governed  in  wif- 
dom,  and  was  one  of  the  greateft  Greeks  that  hiftory  records. 

Hermocrates  was  an  enlightened  citizen,  a  great  captain,  and  a  hu- 
mane conqueror.  He  enjoyed  thofe  honours,  and  was  crowned  with 
thofe  garlands,  which  none  but  the  great  and  good  men  of  a  free  ftate 
can  beftow  :  but  he  was  obliged  to  drink  the  very  lees  of  ingratitude  ; 
which,  when  prefented  by  the  hands  of  free  citizens,  are  bitter  in  the 
extreme  f . 

*  Thuc.  1.  vi.  p.  380. 

f  He  oppofed  Nicias,  the  leader  of  Athens,  v/as  baniflicd  for  his  lenity  to  the  Athe- 
nian prifoners,  and  was  murdered  on  his  return  from  exile.    T. 
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Related  to  tyrants,  Dion  fought  for  freedom.  The  virtues  of  the 
active  ftatefman  flouriQied  in  the  retreats  of  philofophy.  Mild  wifdom 
became  his  guide,  accompanied  him  amid  the  tumult  of  popular  cla- 
mour, preferved  him  in  the  fanguiriary  field,  and  guarded  him  ao-ainil 
the  poifon  of  a  court. 

The  vifit  of  a  man  like  Plato  reileds  honour  on  the  city  vifited  ;  and 
freedom  and  fame  refulted  from  the  prefence  of  the  great  Timoleon, 
who  purified  Sicily  from  tyrants,  as  Hercules  purified  the  earth  from 
monfters.  PI  is  mild  influence  was  that  of  the  deliverer  among  the 
delivered :  an  equal  with  equals :  as  fuch,  he  ended  a  life  of  flime  in 
Syracufe,  fetting  like  the  fun  in  glory,  and  honoured  after  his  death 
like  a  demi-god. 

Archimedes,  a  relation  of  Hiero  the  Second,  withdrev/  himfelf  from 
the  court,  as  Dion  had  formerly  done ;  and,  with  all  the  enthuliafm 
of  genius,  devoted  himfelf  to  thofe  fevere  delights  which  geometry 
affords. 

He  became  the  buhwark  of  Syracufe,  his  native  place  ;  and  the 
machines  which  he  invented,  when  it  was  befieged,  were  long  its 
fword  and  fhield.  Yet  the  aftonifhing  efforts  of  his  fcience  appeared 
to  him  but  as  fports,  acted  for  the  gratification  of  Hiero,  compared  to 
the  pure  contemplation  of  abffracted  truths,  in  which  he  delighted ; 
and  which,  to  a  mind  like  his,  were  unlimited  ^'. 

The  man  v/ho  at  his  birth  is  cradled  by  the  Mufes,  who,  like  The- 
ocritus, devotes  his  days  to  the  beautiful,  exciting  the  fympathies  he 
■feels,  expanding  the  delights  he  difcovers,  and  promulgating  the  fenti- 
ments  by  which  he  is  honoured,  to  him  the  admiration  of  the  prefent 
is  fecured,  and  on  him  the  praife  and  the  love  of  futurity  fnali  devolve. 
Lead  fmks :  vapours  afcend.  The  moral  world  lias  its  laws,  like  the 
phyfical ;  and  that  which  once  was  the  beautiful  will  eternally  fo 
remain. 

Theocritus  lived  in.  the  generation  that  fucceeded  to  that  of  Alex- 

*  Plut.  Life  of  Marcellus. 

5  ander* 
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andcr ;  and  it  appears  as  if  the  early  decreafe  of  heroes  and  a  pafLon 
for  the  beautiful  and  the  fubllme  withdrew  at  the  fame  period,  from  the 
empire  of  the  Greeks ;  by  whom  the  iirU  had  been  fo  honoured,  and 
the  fecond  fo  wonderfully  diffufed. 

Tutored  however  by  nature  herfelf,  and  by  her  darling  Homer,  the 
Sicilian  poet  efcaped  contamination,  and  remained  true  to  his  inftruc- 
trefs ;  even  in  the  court  of  a  king:  nay,  of  an  Egyptian  king.  Sportive 
among  fhepherds,  the  Doric  Mufe  infpired  his  fimple  lay  :  and,  pretend- 
ing onlv  to  win  him  a  lamb  from  the  fold,  llie  wove  him  an  immortal 
wreath;  which  neither  Bion  of  Smyrna,  nor  Mofchus.his  own  country- 
man ■*,  though  immortal  like  himfelf,  could  obtain  ;  and  of  which  the 
great  Virgil,  with  his  many-ilringed  paftoral  lyre,  could  not  deprive  him. 

CONTINUATION  OF  LETTER  XCI. 

WHILE  defcribingthe  countries  and  towns  through  which  I  pafs,it 
does  not  appear  to  me  fuperfluous  to  give  a  paffing  glance  at  the 
deftiny  of  their  former  inhabitants.  Time  and  fpace  are  allied.  The 
diftance  of  a  defcribed  country  increafes  the  intereil  of  the  defcription  ; 
and  time  elapfed  claims  from  us  a  right  of  preference.  To  examine 
into  this  claim  were  needlefs :  for  who  does  not  yield  it  willing  obe- 
dience ? 

A  fage  fable  of  the  Greeks  allegorically  reprefented  the  foul  of  man 
imder  the  image  of  Pfyche.  Pfyche  had  wings  :  but  they  were  bound. 
We  know  they  w^ere  to  be  fet  free:  but,  in  the  interim,  fhe  was  fre- 
quently impatient,  felt  herfelf  reflrained,  could  not  mount  at  will,  flut- 
tered with  her  v/Ings  as  well  as  (lie  was  able,  and  approached  the  very 
precipice  of  time  and  fpace. 

How  numerous  and  how  great  are  the  claims  of  thefe  countries  to 
the  obfervation  of  man  !     Elis  curiofity  is  raifed  and  rewarded  by  thefe 

*  Sicily,  tliat  feat  of  paradife,  has  produced  three  paftoral  poets  :  Daphnis,  the  inventor 
of  the  Eclogue,  Iheocritus,  and  Mofchus.  Bion  likewife,  though  born  at  Smyrna,  lived 
and  wrote  in  Sicily. 

Hefperian 
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Hcfperian  fields !  bv  nature  in  all  her  grandeur,  and  all  her  charms  ! 
Their  hiltory  is  remarkable  for  its  antiquity,  and  ftill  more  remarkable 
for  the  great  revolutions  of  which  they  have  been  the  theatre,  and 
the  mighty  contefts  of  human  power,  as  well  as  for  the  eiTecus  which 
thofe  contefts  have  to  this  day  produced. 

The  events  that  have  befallen  Syracufe  not  only  abound  in  inRruc- 
tion,  and  entertainment,  from  their  variety  but  likewife  from  their 
connexion  with  the  hiftory  ofthev/orld. 

I  have  before  mentioned  what  Diodorus  tells  us,  that  Gelo  was 
compared  to  Themiftocles ;  and  that  fome  affirm  that  the  Greeks 
were  in  part  indebted  to  him,  for  their  triumph  at  Salamis ;  he  havin<^ 
raifed  their  courage  by  his  vidory  near  Himera,  and  taught  them  not 
to  be  terrified  by  a  multitude  of  Barbarians*. 

On  the  very  day  on  which  Gelo  overcame  the  Carthaginians,  the 
Spartans,  a  handful  of  heroes,  fell  at  Thermopylae  !  It  would  therefore 
be  unjuft  to  affirm  that  the  Greeks  needed  the  example  of  Gelo  to  ex- 
cite them  to  vidory,  and  freedom.  But  it  niay  boldly  be  maintained  that 
the  battle  of  Elimera  influenced  the  fate  of  the  ifland,  and  fupported 
the  manners  and  the  fpirit  of  the  Greeks ;  over  which  the  danger  of 
barbarian  rule  began  to  hover.  Had  the  Carthaginians  been  polTelTed 
of  Sicily  in  the  time  of  Gelo,  their  fovereignty  would  foon  have  ex- 
tended itfelf  over  Italy  ;  and  this  early  growth  of  Carthaginian  povx^er 
would  have  been  fatal  to  rifing  Rome.  If  Carthage  and  not  Rome  had 
been  triumphant,  the  vv^hole  theatre  of  human  affairs  v/ould  have  been 
changed.  The  fanguinary  genius  of  the  Romans  was  modified  by 
the  nobler  fpirit  of  the  Greeks  :  but  the  very  ground  work  of  Carthage 
was  not  to  endure  the  introdudion  of  foreign  manners.  They  once 
made  a  law  to  prohibit  the  teaching  of  the  Greek  language  f.  The 
mild  and  godlike  beam  which  enlightened  all  Chriftendom,  I  freely 
grant,  would  have  penetrated  the  world  of  Carthage  ;  as  it  did  the 
world  of  Rome  :  but  it  would  have  been  after  another  manner  j  and  the 

*  Diod.  lib.  ix.  vol.  i.  p.  421.  ■]■  Judin.  lib.  xx.  c.  5. 
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fruit  of  the  en;-;rartc(l  heavenly  fcion   would  probably  liave  contained 
fomev.-hat  cf  tiiC  hitler  fap  cf  the  favagc  trunk. 

In  thefouvrh  year  of  the  nth  Olympiad,  731  years  before  Chrift 
and  22  years  after  the  building  of  Rome,  Jrch'uis^  the  defcendant  of 
Hercules,  brought  a  colony  from  Corinth  to  the  little  Ifland  of  Ortygia, 
after  he  had  driven  out  the  Siculi  *.  Tins  fmall  Ifland,  which  was 
eonncifled  with  Sicliv  by  a  dam,  muil  not  be  eonfounded  w^ith  the 
iiland  of  Ortygia  near  Greece. 

Archias  and  Micylliis  (for  fo,  agreeably  to  Cluverlus,  we  muft  read 
in  Strabo,  Inilead  of  MyfccUus)  had  mutually  aiked  advice  of  Apollo, 
concerning  the  place  to  Avhlch  they  iliould  lead  their  companions. 
The  oracle  replied  by  aficlng — "  AVhether  they  v/iilied  their  people  to 
enjoy  health,  or  vvcalth  r"  Archias  chofe  the  latter  ;  Micyllus  health  ; 
and  Apollo  fent  him  to  that  part  of  Italy  where  Croton  was  built,  and 
Airchias  to  the  ifland  of  Ortygia.  The  new  city  w^as  called  Syracufa  ; 
from  the  neighbouring  marih,  Syraca :  though  probably  the  city  from 
which  the  Sicull  were  driven  had  this  name  already  f. 

Syracufe  muft  quickly  have  become  powerful  ;  for,  about  fevenfy 
years  afterward,  it  founded  the  colony  of  Acr^^  Cafmcjia  tw^enty  years 
after  that,  and,  in  a  hundred  and  thirty-five  years,  Camanna :  befidc 
which  the  Syracufians  fent  inhabitants  to  TLnna.  It  further  appears 
that,  in  thefe  early  times,  their  freedom  had  more  than  once  been  en- 
dangered :  for  we  find  traces  of  a  tyrant  named  Pollis,  and  of  a  Queen 
Philiftis>  who  muft  have  lived  before  Gelo,  becaufe  we  find  no  mention 
of  them  in  later  times,  of  w^hich  we  have  an  accurate  account. 

Gelo,  the  fon  of  Dlnoraenes  J,  w^as  a  native  cf  Gela  ;  and,  having 
obtained  fame  in  w^ar,  he  w^as  appointed  the  leader  of  the  cavalry  of 
the  Gtlenfes,  whom  he  afterward  governed.  When  he  became  ruler 
of  Syracufe,  he  furrendered  the  government  of  Gela  to  his  brother, 
Hiero  :  but  took  the  half  of  tlie  Gelenfes  to  Syracufe,  and  likewifethe 
citizens  of  Camarina,  which  place  he  deftroyed,  giving  his  followers 

*   Thuc.  vl.  p.  379.  t  Strab.  lib.  vi.  %  Herod.  I.  vii. 
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■  the  right  of  citizenililp.  Megara  undertook  a  war  agalnfl:  Syracufe, 
to  which  it  was  obliged  to  yield  ;  and  .Lc  rich,  who  had  been  the  caufe 
of  the  war,  expeded  to  be  put  to  dccih  ;  but  even  thefe,  fays  Herodo- 
tus, Gelo  took  to  Syracufe,  and  gave  them  the  right  of  citizenfhip : 
only  the  few  that  were  innocent  he  fuffered  to  remain  in  Megara  *, 
on  condition  of  feliing  them  when  he  pleafed.  He  dealt  the  fame 
whh.  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  Sicilian  town  Eubosa  ;  and  thus  Syra- 
cufe became  a  large  and  powerful  city. 

I  greatly  refped:  the  authority  of  Herodotus :  but  he  was  lefs 
informed  of  the  aftairs  of  Sicily  than  of  thofe  of  Greece,  and  the  Eafl ; 
and  I  fcarcely  can  believe  that  Gelo  a£led  in  this  manner.  Would  it 
not  have  been  natural  to  have  punifhed  the  guilty  rich,  by  coniifcating 
their  property  to  beftow  upon  the  poor,  and  to  give  the  latter  the  right 
|jof  citizenfhip  ?  Befide,  Thucydides  f  fays  that  Gelo  drove  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Megara  from  the  city,  and  its  territories. 

When  Xerxes  invaded  Greece,  ambafladors  from  that  country  were 
fent  to  Gelo,  requefting  his  aid.  Accordingly,  he  offered  them  twenty 
galleys,  twenty  thoufand  heavy  armed  foot,  two  thoufand  horfe,  two. 
thoufand  archers,  two  thoufand  flingers,  tv\'o  thouiand  light  armed 
runn-ers,  'nnroS'pofj.ovs  -[lAoui,  with  corn  for  the  whole  Grecian  army  as 
.lox>g  as  the  war  fhould  continue  ;  but  accompanied  thefe  offers  vv^ith 
the  condition  that  he  fliould  be  general  in  chief  of  the  Greeks,  againfi 
the  Barbarians. 

When  Syagrus  the  Spartan  heard  this,  he  exclaimed,  Oh  how  would 
Agamemnon  the  fon  of  Pelops  rage,  did  he  but  hear  that  the  Spartans 
were  robbed  of  precedence  by  Gelo,  and  the  Syracufians  ! 

Gelo  modified  this  condition,  by  leaving  it  to  the  choice  of  the  am- 
baffadors  whether  he  fhould  command  by  land  or  fea :  and  now  the 
Athenian  interfered,  who  had  before  been  fiient ;  well  knowing  that 
ihe  Spartan  would  give  him  a  proper  anfwer  ;  and  declared  that,  if  the 

'  •  'rf-y      rtr\  f\  (»#! 

•  The  German  reads  Syracuse' Vl^lit,  thougli  the  pailiige  in   Hero^lotus  U  Jiiliculf 
immediately  to  find,  the  context  evirdentiy  demands  t;aat\ve  flvould  read  Megara.     1\ 
f  Lib.  vi.  380. 
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Spartan  would  yield  the  command  of  the  ficet  to  Gelo,  he,  the  Athe- 
nian, would  not.  It  was  an  honour  which,  ihould  it  be  required, 
would  only  be  yielded  to  the  Spartans.  Athens  would  vainly  be 
called  the  firft  naval  power  in  Greece,  if  fiie  fuffered  Syracufe  to  take 
the  lead.  It  had  been  long  fmce  faid  of  them,  by  Homer,  that  their 
generals  were  the  bed  to  condud:  an  army.  Gelo  anfwered,  ''  Athe- 
"  nian  gueft,  it  appears  that  you  have  generals  but  want  foldiers.  Re- 
"  turn  home,  and  tell  the  Greeks  they  have  a  year  without  a  fpring." 

By  this  he  meant  to  compare  the  rihng  power  of  Syracufe  to  the 
fpring. 

Diodorus  inform.s  us  that  Xerxes,  at  tlie  time  that  he  made  war  on 
Greece,   excited  the  Carthaginians  to  fend  an  army  againft  Sicily  :   in 
order  thus    to  give   employment  to  the  Greek  tov\7ns  of  the  ifland  ; 
urging  that  the  invafion  of  the  Perfians  would  fecure  the  Carthaginian^^, 
againft  the  arms  of  the  Greeks. 

The  Carthaginians  followed  this  counfel  ;  and  attacked  Theron,  the 
tyrant  of  Agrigentum  and  Himera,  with  a  prodigious  army.  I  have 
related  the  aid  which  Gelo  afforded  to  Himera  in  a  former  letter,  with 
the  glorious  victory  he  obtained,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  obliged 
the  Carthaginians  to  make  peace  :  on  whom  he  impofed  a  tribute,  and 
made  a  benevolent  condition  that  they  fhould  facrifice  no  more  chil- 
dren to  Saturn  *. 

Gelo,  like  a  wife  prince,  promoted  agriculture ;  and  frequently  led 
the  Syracufians  to  tillage,  as  he  had  done  to  vidory  f . 

Diodorus  relates  that  Gelo  intended  to  have  aided  the  Greeks  againft 
the  Perfians,  when  he  learnt  that  Xerxes  had  quitted  Europe  with  a 
part  of  his  army.  He  therefore  renounced  his  project,  and  convoked 
an  affembly  of  the  people  ;  in  which  each  citizen  appeared  armed, 
himfelf  alone  excepted.  He  did  not  even  put  on  his  timic  or  chiton^ 
but  appeared  in  his  underrobe,  a.x'^^^^  '^^  IfxctTico  TrocxjgA.S'wj',  and  gave  aa 
account  of  all  his  adions.  The  approbation  of  the  people  was  pro- 
claimed aloud,  with  the  titles  of  benefador,  faviour  and  king!    Ho- 

*  Plut,  Apophthegm.  +  Ibid. 
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iioiired  and  beloved,  he  ended  a  life  of  fame  ;  dying  very  old  in  the 
tliird  year  of  the  75th  Olympiad,  476  years  before  Chrift,  after 
having  reigned  {even  years  ;  and  left  the  government  to  his  younger 
brother,  Hiero  the  Firft  *. 

Hiero  reigned  eleven  years.  He  diftrufted  his  brother  Polyzelus, 
who  had  married  Gelo's  v^^idow,  becaufe  of  the  refpedt  in  which 
he  was  held  at  Syracufe,  and  placed  a  guard  upon  him  ;  being  jealous 
of  his  brother's  ambitious  intentions  f .  When  the  Sybarites  were  be- 
fieged  by  the  Crotonians,  they  fent  to  Hiero  for  aid  ;  and  he  appointed 
Polyzelus  general,  in  the  hope  that  he  would  pcrifh  :  but  Polyzelus, 
fufpedling  his  intention,  fled  to  his  father-in-law,  Theron. 

The  people  of  Himera,  being  opprelTed  under  the  rule  of  Thrafydeus, 
the  fon  of  Theron,  offered  Hiero  their  city,  and  to  make  a  common 
caufe  with  him  againft  Theron,  with  whom  he  was  angry  for  proted:- 
ing  his  brother  :  but  Hiero  was  reconciled  to  Theron  and  Polyzelus, 
and  betrayed  the  inhabitants  of  Himera ;  many  of  whom  Theron  put 
to  death  J. 

Hiero  fent  aid  to  the  Cumeans,  who  petitioned  for  it  to  refill  the 
attacks  of  the  Tyrrheni,  who  were  lords  of  the  fea.  The  Syracufians 
and  Cumeans  united  obtained  a  vidory  by  fea,  and  fubje6ted  the  ene- 
my ;  which  vidiory  is  celebrated  by  Pindar,  in  his  firil  Pythian  ode  > 
which  he  dedicates  to  Hiero. 

Hiero  died,  after  reigning  eleven  years,  during  which  he  had  proved 
his  avarice  and  ambition  :  but  he  was  fupported  by  the  fame  of  the 
government  of  Gelo,  the  love  of  whofe  memory  prevented  the  oppofi* 
tion  of  malcontents.  Thrafybulus,  the  brother  of  Gelo  and  Hiero, 
who  fucceeded  to  the  throne,  reigned  with  cruelty  and  caprice,  put 
many  of  the  citizens  to  death  contrary  to  juftice  and  law,  and  fent 
others  into  exile.  The  baniihed  chofe  leaders  and  attacked  him,  aided 
by  other  Greek  towns  ;  and  Thrafybulus  thought  hi mfelf  fortunate  in 

*  Diod.  1.  xi.  vol.  1.  p.  433.  f  Diod.  and  Scholiafl  on  Pindar- 

4^  Diod.  L  kI.  vol.  i.  p.  440, 
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being  allowed  to  refign  the  government  and  retreat,  after  he  had  pof- 
iefl'ed  it  a  year. 

Free  themfelves,  the  Syracufians  gave  freedom  to  other  cities,  that 
were  groaning  under  tyrants  and  overawed  by  garrifons  ;  and  con- 
tinued to  fiourifli  iu  profperity  and  liberty  during  fixty  years,  till  they 
were  brought  under  the  yoke  of  the  elder  Dionyfius, 

This  period  however  did  not  elapfe  without  difturbances ;  the 
firfl:  of  which  occurred  foon  after  Syracufe  had  aflerted  its  freedom. 
The  citizens  vowed  to  ered  a  colofTal  ftatue  to  Zeus,  the  DeUverer  ; 
and  annually,  on  the  day  that  they  had  fhaken  off  the  fetters  of  Thra- 
fybulus,  to  make  a  folemn  facrillce  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  oxen, 
accompanied  with  games.  They  likewife  precluded  the  new  citizens 
and  the  foldiers,  ten  thoufand  of  whom  Gelo  had  prefented  with  the 
right  of  citizenfhip,  from  any  participation  in  public  affairs.  Seven  thou- 
fand of  this  number  were  ftill  alive,  and  a  civil  war  arofe  within  the  city. 

Other  towns  took  part  in  the  commotion  ;  till,  at  laft,  all  united 
againft  the  new  made  citizens  :  who,  in  a  general  abjuration,  were 
obliged  to  renounce  their  rights.  On  this  occafion  the  former  citi- 
zens, who  had  been  driven  away,  were  reinftated  in  their  privileges ; 
and  the  ftrangers  were  permitted  to  retire  to  the  territories  of  Meflina, 
in  order,  according  to  the  highly  probable  conjedure  of  Weffeling,  to 
favour  their  return  to  their  own  country  ;  they  being  moft  of  them 
Italians.  This  happened  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  79th  Olympiad, 
459  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift. 

Seven  years  afterward,  one  Tyndarides  excited  a  new  commotion, 
and  coUeded  a  crowd  around  him  :  thus  hoping  to  feize  on  the  go- 
vernment. His  intentions  were  felf  evident,  and  he  was  condemned 
to  death.  As  he  was  led  to  prifon,  his  partifans  affaulted  his  conduc- 
tors, a  tumult  enfued,  and  the  rioters  with  himfelf  were  flain. 

Frequent  occurrences  like  thefe  induced  the  people  to  adopt  a  rule 
fimilar  to  that  of  OJlraclfm,  Each  citizen  of  Athens  was  permitted  to 
write  the  name  of  a  fellow  citizen,  whom  he  wifhed  to  bani/h,  on  an 
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oyfter  fliell,  and  to  throw  it  into  a  receptacle,  which  was  kept  railed 
round  in  the  public  place.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  thefe  Ihells  were 
counted  by  the  Archons.  If  no  citizen's  name  were  found  written  on 
fix  thoufand  fhells,  none  were  banifhed  :  but,  if  the  name  of  any  one 
were  thus  often  repeated,  the  citizen  who  had  the  moft  (hells  ap-ainft 
him  was  obliged  to  leave  his  country  for  ten  years  * :  though  he  wa? 
not  deprived  of  his  property. 

In  Syracufe  the  names  of  the  citizens  whom  the  people  wiflied  to 
banifh  were  written  on  an  olive  leaf;  and  the  period  of  banilhment 
was  only  for  five  years.  This  was  called  PetaUfm  :  Petalon  fignifylng  a 
leaf,  in  Greek,  and  OJlracon  a  fliell.  The  thing  which  mighi  be  ex- 
pelled from  a  reftlefs  people  happened  :  the  nobleft  and  beft  citizens 
were  banifhed,  and  men  of  equity  w^ithdrew  themfelves  from  public 
affairs  ;  which  were  diredted  by  mixed  charaders,  among  whom  dema- 
gogues and  fycophants  fwarmed.  The  young  men  exercifed  themfelves 
in  a  fpecies  of  eloquence  the  fophiftical  and  injurious  arts  of  which 
were  adopted,  inflead  of  their  former  fevere  education.  Foreign  peace 
occafioned  domeftic  wealth  to  accumulate :  but  concord  and  juftice 
fled.  The  Syracufians  foon  faw  the  dangerous  effed:s  of  Petalifm^  and 
it  was  abolifhed  f . 

-  A  year  afterward,  Syracufe  fent  a  fleet  againft  the  Tyrrhetii  (or  Tuf- 
cans)  who  infefted  Sicily  with  their  piracies.  The  Syracufians  laid 
wafte  the  ifland  of  JEthalia  (or  Elba)  ;  but  Phayiius,  their  leader,  was 
bribed  by  the  Tyrrheni,  returned  to  Syracufe,  and  was  fent  into  banifh- 
ment. 

The  Syracufians  then  fent  Apelles,  with  fixty  galleys,  who  made 
defcents  on  the  Tyrrhenian  coaft,  attacked  the  ifland  of  Cyrnos  (or 
Corfica),  conquered  iEthalia,  and  returned  with  much  booty  and  many 
flaves. 

It  w^as  in  the  following  year  that  Ducetius,  the  leader  of  the  Siculi, 
after  an  unfortunate  battle,  delivered  himfelf  up  to  the  Syracufians :  as 

*  Plut.  Life  of  Ariftides.  f  Diod.  1.  xi.  vol.  i.  p.  469, 
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I  have  related  in  a  former  letter.  When  he  left  Corinth,  to  which  he 
had  heen  fent,  having  firft  promiied  to  remain  there,  and  returned  to 
Sicilv,  the  Arrlc-entini,  who  looked  with  envy  on  the  power  of  Syra- 
cufe,  feized  this  pretence  for  declaring  v/ar  againft  it ;  accufmg  the 
Syracufians  of  having  fuffered  their  common  enemy  to  depart,  without 
their  confent.  The  Agrigentini  vv^ere  overcome  in  battle  j  and  Syra- 
•cufe  granted  them  peace  at  their  own  requefl:  *. 

In  the  third  year  of  the  84th  Olympiad,  439  years  before  Chrift, 
Sicily  and  Italy,  and  indeed  the  greateft  part  of  the  knov/n  World,  en- 
joyed peace  and  repofe  ;  and  the  Greek  towns  of  Sicily,  Agrigentum  it- 
feUincluded,  acknowledged  the  predominating  refpedabilityof  Syracufe. 

Three  years  afterward,  the  Syracufians  built  a  hundred  galleys, 
•doubled  their  cavalry,  increafed  their  foot,  and  heightened  the  tribute 
which  they  levied  on  the  Siculi  ;  purfuing  the  ambitious  views  they 
.had  conceived  refpedling  the  v/hole  iiland,  which  they  gradually  hoped 
to  bring  under  their  government. 

In  the  fecond  year  of  the  88th  Olympiad,  425  years  before  Chrift, 
the  Leontini  were  the  caufe  of  the  firft  enterprife  of  the  Athenians 
againft  Syracufe ;  which  was  produdive  of  no  remarkable  events,  as 
the  two  States  foon  made  peace  with  each  other  f. 

Eleven  years  afterward,  the  Aceftaei  and  Leontini  requefted  affiftance 
from  the  Athenians :  the  Aceft.'si  againft  Selinus,  and  the  Leontini 
once  more  againft  Syracufe. 

The  Athenians  were  glad  of  the  pretext,  for  they  had  long  been 
ambitious  of  poflefhng  Sicily.  They  began  this  war  with  enthufiaftic 
hope,  which  was  enflamed  by  the  young  Alcibiades.  Nicias,  a  con- 
fcientious  man,  whofe  advice  was  againft  the  war,  Alcibiades,  and  La-» 
machus,  were  appointed  generals  againft  Syracufe  J. 

The  intoxicating  ardour  with  which  the  Athenians  began  this  war 
affords  a  grand  warning  example  to  mankind. 

*  Diod.  I.  xi.  xii.  vol.  i.  p.  474  and  482.  f  See  Letter  xcl, 

t  Thuc.  1.  vi.  p>  381. 
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When  the  men  and  provifions  were  on  board  the  fliips,  the  trumpet 
commanded  a  general  filence.  The  ufual  vows  were  not  confined  to 
each  fhlp,  but  were  announced  aloud  for  the  whole  by  the  herald.  The 
facrixichig  goblets  were  every  where  filled  and  emptied  by  the  chiefs 
and  leaders  of  the  army  ;  and  the  people  on  fhore,  their  friends,  and 
citizens,  all  joined  them  in  their  entreaties  to  the  Gods.  After  the 
emptying  of  the  goblets  and  the  fliouts  of  lo  Pcean^  the  fliips  departed 
one  after  the  other,  and  then  rowed,  contending  for  fwiftnefs,  to  the 
if] and  of  JEglna*. 

The  Syracufians  received  advice  from  different  parts  of  the  approach 
of  the  Athenians,  which  they  would  not  credit.  Hermocrates,  the 
fon  of  Hermon,  endeavoured  to  convince  them  that  the  Athenians 
were  coining  with  a  mighty  power ;  and  advifed  the  Syracufians  to 
give  them  battle,  on  the  Ionian  fea. 

Having  finifhed  his  oration,  a  violent  contefl  arofe;  fome  believing 
nothing  that  he  had  faid,  others  that  he  had  exaggerated  the  force  of 
the  Athenians. 

Athanagoras,  a  demagogue,  according  to  the  cuflom  of  fuch  people, 
accufed  the  Strategi  f ,  that  "  they  fpread  the  vain  rumour  of  war  only 
"  to  fubjedl  the  people.  Syracufe  was  potent  enough  to  repel  the 
"  Athenians.  He  muft  be  a  fearful  man,  or  inimical  to  his  country, 
"  who  did  not  wifh  the  Athenians  might  be  foolifh  enough  to  make 
*'  fuch  an  attempt  J." 

The  Syracufians  invefled  three  Strategic  Hermocrates,  Sicanus,  and' 
Heraclides,  with  full  power ;  but  not  till  the  fleet  of  the  Athenians  was 
in  the  flraits.   Thefe  leaders  affembled  the  troops,  and  fent  ambaffadors 
to  the  towns  of  Sicily  ;  inviting  them  all  to  unite  in  the  common  caufe. 
The  people  of  Himera,  Selinus,  Gela,  and  Catana,   declared  for  Syra-» 

*  Thuc.  1.  vi.  p.  398- 

I  This  word,  which  properly  fignifies  generals,  denoted  in  Syracufe  the  principal  rulers 
of  the  republic. 

X  Thuc.  lib.  vi.  p.  598. 
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•cufe.  The  Slcull  were  likcwlie  inclined  to  the  fame  fide,  but  waited 
the  iiTiie.  I  have  before  related  the  manner  in  which  the  Athenians 
were  deceived  by  the  Aceftaii,  who  made  a  falfe  difplay  of  borrowed 
sold  and  filvcr. 

The  people  of  Agrigentum  and  Naxos  declared  for  the  Athenians. 
The  people  of  Catana  forbad  the  army  of  the  Athenians  to  enter  their 
town  ;  but  agreed,  at  the  requeft  of  the  generals,  to  call  an  aflembly  of 
the  people  ;  and,  while  Alcibiades  made  them  an  oration,  fome  of  the 
Athenians  broke  in  at  a  little  gate  and  entered  Catana  :  by  which  means 
this  town  was  obliged  to  declare  againft  Syracufe. 

Alcibiades  was  afterward  recalled  to  Athens ;  under  the  pretext  of 
his  having,  during  night,  mutilated  the  ftatues  of  Hermes ;  but  in 
reality  becaufe  he  was  fufpe6ted  of  ambitious  views. 

I  dare  only  curforily  notice  a  fiege  the  hiftory  of  which  has  beea 
given  by  Thucydides,  with  a  force  peculiar  to  himfelf ;  and  charm- 
ingly written  by  Diodorus,  and  Plutarch. 

The  fortune  of  war  was  changeable,  and  the  Athenians  and  Syracu- 
fians  were  feveral  times  aided  by  their  allies.  Lamachus  was  flain,  as 
was  Eurymedon;  whom  the  Athenians  had  fent,  with  Demofthenes  *, 
at  the  head  of  a  new  army.  The  plague  began  to  rage  in  the  camp 
of  the  befiegers;  and,  after  great  defeats,  the  Athenians  yielded  to 
Gylippus,  the  Spartan,  who  had  been  fent  to  the  aid  of  Syracufe. 
The  Athenians  loft  eighteen  thoufand  men  in  the  laft  battle  ;  andfeven 
^thoufand,  with  their  generals,  were  made  prifoners. 

On  the  following  day,  a  confultation  was  held  before  the  aflembled 
people,  concerning  the  difpofal  of  the  prifoners.  Diodes,  a  powerful 
demagogue,  advifed  that  Nicias  and  Demoilhenes  fhould  firft  be 
fcourged,  and  then  put  to  death  ;  and  that  th^  allies  fhould  be  fold,  and 
the  foldiers  preferved  to  dig  in  the  quarries ;  but  that  they  fhould  only 
be  allowed  a  fcanty  fubfiftence  of  barley  meal. 

Hermocrates,  who  had  fought  with  fo  much  glory  againft  the  con- 

*  .Not  Demoilhenes  the  orator.  T. 
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quered  Athenians,  endeavoured  to  convince  his  fellow  citizens  that 
humanity  after  vidory  was  more  glorious  than  vidory  itfelf  *.  The 
people  were  enraged  ;  and  Nicolaus,  one  of  their  elders,  rofe,  fupported 
by  two  flaves :  being  weak  through  age  and  afflidion.  '^  No  man," 
faid  he,  "  has  more  caufe  to  hate  the  Athenians  than  I  have  :  for  they 
"  have  robbed  me  of  my  two  fons,  inftead  of  whom  I  mud  now  be 
"  lupported  by  Haves."  He  endeavoured  however  to  excite  compaf- 
fion,  for  the  unfortunate  and  fuiiiciently  puniihed  Athenians :  he 
warned  them,  by  the  very  example  which  the  Athenians  had  afforded, 
againfl  the  abufe  of  good  fortune ;  and  reminded  them  that  the  Athe- 
nians had  furrendered  on  the  faith  of  their  promife.  "  Thofe,"  added 
he,  "  who  third  after  rule,  will  never  prevail  fo  effedually  by  the  force 
"  of  arms  as  by  the  force  of  morals."  He  cited  the  example  of  Gelo  ; 
who,  invefted  with  the  power  of  all  Sicily,  gave  peace  to  the  Cartha- 
ginians whom  he  had  conquered,  and  won  the  hearts  of  all  men  by 
his  mildnefs.  The  advantage  of  arms  often  depended  on  fortune ; 
and  mercy  was  the  proper  attribute  of  vidory.  Hatred  againft  the 
foe  ought  not  to  be  immortal  ;  and  the  conqueror  ilionld  be  the  firfl: 
to  offer  peace.  The  Athenians  themfelves,  in  the  ifland  of  SphaSieria^ 
had  fet  the  Lacedemonian  prifoners  free.  It  was  a  wife  cuftom,  in  the 
ancients,  to  ered  their  tokens  of  vidory  not  of  ftone,  but  of  wood; 
that  they  might  not  immortalize  their  hatred.  He  reminded  them  of 
thofe  benefits  which  the  Athenians  had  conferred  on  mankind  ;  who 
had  been  taught  by  them  the  art  of  agriculture,  wliich  they  had  learned 
from  the  Gods.  They  had  been  the  hrit  to  make  laws,  afford  pro- 
tedion  to  fugitives,  and  by  their  eloquence,  philofophy,  and  the  teach- 
ing of  myfieries,  had  enlightened  the  nations.  As  for  the  allies,  they 
had  fought  under  conftraint  ;;and  Nicias,  v/ho  had  ever  been  the  friend 
of  Syracufe,  had  given  his  counfel  againfl  the  war  :  Nicias,  that  now 
ilood  with  his  arms  bound  behind  his  back,  as  if  fortune  were  willing 

*  rij  KaXXfov  i7>  t2  V(X«v  to  t«v  vuv^v  hiyniiv  avS-fwjffivwf.     Diod.  I.  xiii.  vol.  i.  p.  55^" 
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to  prove  her  power,  and  her  caprice.  As  men,  they  might  be  allowed  to- 
profit  by  the  favours  of  fortune  ;  but  fiiould  not  ufe  them  to  treat  a  peo- 
ple of  Grecian  origin  v/ith  barbarian  rage  *•  This  difcourfe  inclined  the 
people  to  compaffion  ;  till  Gylippus  the  Spartan  rofe,  by  whom,  change- 
able as  they  were,  again  they  were  excited  to  cruelty.  The  propofition 
of  Diodes  was  adopted.  Nicias^Demofthenes,  and  the  confederates,  were 
put  to  death  ;  and  the  Athenian  foldiers  were  fent  to  the  quarries^, 
where  the  moft  of  them  periihed  by  the  feverity  of  their  treatment  f . 
Some  few  only,  who  were  learned  in  the  fciences,  were  refcued  and 
protected  by  the  youth  of  Syracufe. 

Among  thofe  who  lived  to  revifit  their  country  many  came  to  falute 
Euripides,  and  thank  him  for  their  falvation  :  for  fome  were  treated 
kindly,  as  prtfoners,  who  could  repeat  the  verfes  of  this  great  poet  i 
and  others  who,  after  their  defeat,  had  ftrayed  through  the  country, 
were  received  and  fupported  for  having  made  his  works  known  to  the 
Sicilians,  who  before  had  only  heard  of  the  fame  of  his  tragedies  J. 

When  the  Syracufians  faw  themfelves  delivered  from  the  Athenians, 
following  the  advice  of  Diodes,  they  chofe  perfons  to  make  new  laws. 
Diodes  himfelf  was  eleded  ;  and  performed  his  office  with  fo  much 
fuperiority  that  the  laws,  after  him,  were  called  the  laws  of  Diodes. 
They  were  very  fevere,  but  famous  for  being  ftridly  obferved :  he 
himfelf  fell  a  facrifice  to  them.  According  to  one  of  them,  it  was 
death  for  a  citizen  to  appear  armed  in  the  public  afiembly  of  the 
people.  When  the  approach  of  the  foe  was  announced,  it  is  faid  he 
left  his  houfe  with  a  fword  ;  and  a  fudden  tumult  drew  him  to  the 
place  of  aflembly ;  on  which  a  citizen  called  to  him—-"  Diodes  !  you 
"  infringe  your  own  law." — "  Not  fo,  by  Zeus!"  anfwered  he:  "  I 
"  fulfil  it :"  and  ran  himfelf  through  the  body. 

After  his  death,  the  Syracufians  ranked  him  with  their  heroes,  and 

*  Diod.  L  xiii.  vol.  i.  p.  557.  f  Diod.  and  Thuc.  1.  vii.  p.  504. 

±  Plut.  Life  of  Nicias. 
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dedicated  a  temple  to  his  memory.  Many  of  the  towns  of  Sicily 
adopted  his  laws  :  till  the  ifland,  with  the  citizenfhip  of  Rome,  accepted 
its  jurifprudence. 

The  Aceftsei,  who  had  been  the  allies  of  Athens,  now  dreaded  the 
revenge  of  Syracufe,  and  yielded  the  contefted  lands  to  the  Selinuntii : 
but,  as  the  latter  made  farther  incroachments,  the  Aceftsei,  three 
years  after  the  Athenians  had  left  Sicily,  fent  for  aid  to  the  Car- 
thaginians and  offered  them  their  city.  An  army  came  from  Carthage, 
and  firft  deftroyed  Selinus,  and  next  Himera,  in  the  manner  I  have 
related  when  defcribing  the  ruins  of  thofe  towns. 

Hermocrates,  who  had  been  fent  by  the  Syracufians  with  thirty-five 
galleys  to  aid  the  Lacedemonians  againft  the  Athenians,  during  the 
prolonged  Peloponnefian  war,  while  he  was  abfent,  was  calumniated  by 
his  enemies  :  who  fo  far  prevailed  as  to  caufe  his  banifhment  *.  On 
the  arrival  of  his  fuccefTor  on  board  the  fleet,  he  fled  to  the  Perfian 
Satrap,  Pharnabazus,  who  was  his  friend:  from  him  he  received^ 
money,  failed  to  Meffina,  built  five  galleys,  and  took  a  thoufand  war- 
riors in  pay.  To  thefe  were  added  a  thoufand  fugitives  from. 
Himera. 

With  this  force,  he  endeavoured  by  the  aid  of  his  friends  to  return 
to  Syracufe :  but  failing  he  landed,  feized  on  Selinus  which  had  been 
facked,  fortified  a  part  of  the  city,  and  colleded  around  him  the  fcat- 
tered  citizens  that  had  efcaped  from  the  Carthaginians.  Strengthened 
by  many  others,  he  laid  the  territory  of  the  Carthaginian  town,  Motya, 
wafte  ;  after  he  had  conquered  the  inhabitants  (who  had  rifen  againfl: 
him)  and  feized  on  the  lands  of  Panormus  (or  Palermo)  and  the  whole 
province  of  the  Carthaginians,  obtaining  booty  and  fame.  The  Syra* 
cufians  repented  of  the  capricious  injuftice  they  had  done  the  hero ; 
and  his  name  Was  frequently  repeated,  with  praife,  in  their  afl^emblies. 

He  likewife  feized  on  Himera ;  and  Diodes,  who  during  the  fiege 
had  been  fent  to  its  aid,  was  with  the  women  and  children  of  this  city 

*  Diod.  1.  xiii.  vol,  i.  p.  590. 
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{hipped  ofFfor  Syracufe;  nor  did  they  ftay  to  bury  their  fellow  citizens 
that  were  flain  :  but  Hermocrates  colleded  their  remains,,  fent  them  to 
Syracufe  in  magnificent  chariots,  and  conduded  them  to  the  borders 
of  his  own  country,   v 

Contention  arofe  in  the  city,  concerning  the  receiving  of  thefe  re- 
mains; and,  contrary  to  the  defire  of  Diodes,  they  were  interred  with 
pomp  in  a  proceffion  of  the  whole  people.  Dlocles  w^as  baniihed; 
but  Hermocrates  ^vas  not  recalled,  becaufe  this  bold  man  was  held  to 
he  dangerous,  and  he  returned  to  Selinus. 

Some  time  afterw^ard,  being  invited  by  his  friends,  he  placed  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  three  thoufand  men,  marched  through  the  territories  of 
Gela,  and  came  by  night  to  an  appointed  place.  As  they  could  not 
all  follow  him,  he  chofe  a  few;  and  approached  the  gate  of  that  part 
of  Syracufe  which  was  called  Achradina :  of  which  place  his  friends 
had  taken  ponfeihon,  and  received  thofe  that  came.  The  Syracufians 
ran  armed  to  the  forum ;  and  Hermocrates,  with  raoft  of  his  attend- 
ants, were  flain  :  the  remainder  were  banidied.  Some,  who  were 
much  wounded,  were  given  out  by  their  relations  as  dead,  to  protect 
them  from  the  rage  of  the  people ;  and  among  thefe  w^as  DLonyrius^ 
who  afterward  became  their  tyrant  *, 

The  Syracufians  fent  ambalTadors  to  Carthage,  to  charge  them  with 
the  intention  of  making  war;  to  which  the  Carthaginiaas  returned  an 
ambiguous  anfwer :  but  fent  a  large  army,  which  took  and  deftroyed 
Agrigentum  f. 

The  fugitives,  from  Agrigentum  to  Syraciife,  accufed  the  Syracufian 
generals  of  betraying  the  Greek  towms  to  the  Carthaginians ;  and  the 
Greek  towns,  of  Sicily  joined  in  the  murmurs  that  fuch  men  ihould  be 
entrufted  with  the  defence  of  their  common  country.  None  how^ever 
dared  openly  to  complain.  And  now  it  was  that  Dionyfius  arofe,  the 
fon  of  one  Hermocrates  :  not  him  I  have  juft  mentioned,  but  a  com- 
mon man ;  and  according  to  fome  an  afs   driver.     He   accufed  the 

*  Diod.  1.  xiii.  voh  i.  p.  600.  f  See  Letter  XC. 
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generals  of  treachery,  inflamed  the  people,  and  urged  them  not  to  wait 
the  period  appointed  by  the  law,  but  punifh  them  for  their  guilt*.  He 
was  ill  vain  condemned  by  the  chief  tribunal  in  a  fine,  as  a  difturber  of 
the  peace  ;  for  it  was  promifed  to  be  paid  by  Philiftus,  the  hif^orian, 
w^ho  added-  "  Should  the  Archons  every  day  condemn  you  to  nevf 
"  fines,  I  will  pay  them  all." 

Dionyfius  continued  toafperfe  the  generals,  calumniate  the  moft  re- 
fpedtable  citizens,  and  advife  themto  fafely  guard  the  public  weal  by  con- 
fiding it  to  the  favourites  of  the  people.  Accordingly,  the  former  Stra- 
tegi  v.-ere  diveiled  of  their  office,  and  others  were  named  :  among  whom 
was  Dionyfius.  He  foon  caufed  his  afTociates  to  be  fufpeded,  obtained 
the  recall  of  the  banillied,  faii^ly  accuied  the  other  Strategl  of  a  fecrct 
underftauding  with  Kimilco  the  General  of  the  Carthaginians,  and 
was  appointed  the  folc  Strategus,  with  full  powers,  by  the  befotted 
citizens. 

The  people  had  fcarcely  feparated  before  they,  too  late,  repented  of 
their  folly.    Accompanied  by  a  crowd,  Dionyfius  made  a  pretence  to  o-q 
to   Leontium    which  ferved   the  Syracufians  as  a  fortrefs  ;   where  he 
harangued  the  people,  who  confilted  of  fugitives  and  ftrangers,  and 
perfuade  J  them  to  grant  him  a  body  guard  of  fix  hundred  men. 

This  guard  was  compofcd  of  people  whom  necefllty  made  enter- 
prifing  ;  of  fiaves,  and  diflblute  perfcns  ;  and  with  them  Dionyfius 
eftabliilied  himfelf  in  a  camp  before  Syracufe,  after  he  had  abandoned 
the  Lacedemonian,  Dexippus,  whom  he  knew  to  be  a  determined  friend 
of  freedom.  The  fear  of  thefe  foldiers,  they  being  the  partifans  of 
Dionyfius,  who  now  (hewed  himfelf  as  a  tyrant,  and  of  the  Carthagi- 
nians, kept  the  Syracufians  in  confi:raint.  Dionyfius  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  Hermocrates,  and  gave  his  fifter  to  Polyxenus  ;  a  brother  of  the 

*  The  ufual  reading  is  :  //)j  Trt^ifMuvai  rov  Kara  raj  votJ.ovi  km^ov.  Dionyfius  counfelled  them 
not  to  wait  the  legal  eleaion  of  judges:  but,  inftead  of  kM^ov^  I  read,  with  RJiodo- 
Oiann,  ntii^ov, 
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Syracufian  General  who  was  killed,  and  whofe  worth  they  knew  too 
late  ;  and  his  alliance  with  thele  families  maintained  his  refpedl  *'. 

In  a  public  aiTembly,  he  excited  the  people  againft  Demarchus,  and 
Daphnseus,  whom  he  put  to  death. 

Thus  Dionyfius,  from  a  fcribe,  became  tyrant  of  Syracufe  ;  in  the 
third  year  of  the  93d  Olympiad,  404  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift. 

The  Peloponnefian  war,  which  had  continued  twenty-feven  years, 
was  the  following  year  brought  to  a  conclufion  ;  and  the  Carthaginians 
took  Gela,  before  the  walls  of  which  they  gained  an  advantage  over 
Dionyfius.  Defpairing  to  relieve  the  town,  he  fent  the  inhabitants  by 
night  to  Syracufe  :  to  which  city  he  likewife  obliged  the  people  of  Ca- 
marina,  with  their  wives  and  children,  to  go.  Some  colled:ed  gold  and 
filver  :  others,  lefs  attentive  to  this  kind  of  lofs,  were  eager  in  proted;ing 
their  aged  parents,  and  their  tender  children.  Some  of  the  aged,  who 
had  neither  children  nor  friend,  remained  behind  ;  in  momentary  ex- 
pe<ftation  of  the  Carthaginians.  The  fate  of  Selinus,  Himera,  and 
Agrigentum,  had  filled  all  hearts  with  terror :  for  the  Carthaginians 
neither  knew  forbearance  nor  compaflion,  toward  an  unfortunate 
enemy;  but  crucified  fome,  and  with  ironical  pity  and  cruel  feoffs  made 
others  their  derifion  f . 

This  diforderly  flight,  which  hurried  young  virgins  forward  in  de- 
fpite  of  their  tender  fex,  and  which,  regardlefs  of  tottering  age  and 
feeble  childhood,  obliged  all  to  fly,  or  perifh,  excited  the  compafTion  of 
the  army,  and  its  hatred  againft  Dionyfius  ;  who,  it  was  fufpe<fted,  had 
only  yielded  to  the  Carthaginians  that  the  terror  of  this  people  might 
bring  the  towns  of  Sicily  under  his  own  yoke.  He  had  but  lately 
given  aid  to  the  allien,  none  of  his  foldiers  had  fallen  in  the  war,  and 
he  had  fled  without  any  real   occafion  ;  not   being  purfued  by  any 

foe. 

Thefe  murmurs  became  public,  the  Greeks  of  Italy  withdrew  from 

*  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  vol.  i.  p.  614.  f  Diod.  lib,  xiii.  vol.  i.  p.  632. 
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him,  and  the  Syracufian  horfe,  that  had  watched  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  put  hlni  to  death  but  had  found  him  continually  furrounded 
by  his  guards,  rode  away  to  Syracufe.  Here  they  plundered  the  houfe 
of  the  tyrant ;  and  feized,  ill  treated,  and  put  his  wife  to  death  :  or,  ac- 
cording to  Plutarch,  (he  killed  herfclf  "*. 

Dionyfius  followed,  with  a  chofen  few  whom  he  could  trun:,  and 
the  horfe,  who  did  not  expedl  his  arrival,  began  to  boafl  :  fiying  he 
had  fled  at  the  appearance  of  the  Carthaginians,  and  he  now  fled  before 
the  Syracufians.  About  midnight  however,  after  a  very  han;y  m.irc'i, 
he  appeared  before  the  gate  of  Achradina  with  a  hundred  horfe,  and 
fix  hundred  foot.  Finding  it  fhut  upon  him,  he  fet  fire  to  it  with  reeds; 
which  had  been  brought  there  for  the  ufe  of  mafons. 

More  of  his  adherents  having  arrived,  he  entered  Syracufe.  The 
moil:  refpedlable  of  the  Syracufian  horfe  did  not  wait  for  the  concur- 
rence of  the  people,  and,  though  but  few  in  numbers,  VN^ithftood  die 
tyrant  and  fell  by  his  foldiers  :  after  which  Dionyfius  revenged  him- 
felf  on  his  enemies  j  fgme  of  whom  he  put  to  death,  and  baniihed 
others.  The  greatefl:  part  of  the  horfe  forced  their  way  out  of  the 
city,  and  took  poflefllon  of  the  fl;rong  little  town  of  ^Etnaf . 

Himilco  fent  to  Syracufe,  and  made  propofals  of  peace  J  ;  which 
were  welcomely  accepted,  by  Dionyfius. 

By  this  treaty,  the  Carthaginians,  exclufive  of  their  former  colonies, 
maintained  their  fovereignty  over  the  Sicani,  the  Selinuntii,  the  Agri- 
gentini,  and  the  people  of  Himera.  The  Gelenfes  and  the  Camarini 
were  reinftated  in  their  towns  ;  but  were  tributary  to  the  Carthagi- 
nians §.     The  people  of  Leontium,  Meffina,  and  the  Siculi,  were  to 

*  Plut.  Life  of  Dion. 

f  Wefleling  evidently  proves,  we  ought  to  read  mv  vw  Kay^ufxtvYtv  ^Anvav :  inflead  of  rrv 
vuv  Ha'haiJt.zvYw  'A^faJivJiv.  Of  the  little  town  of  ^tna,  which  was  formerly  called  Jneffa.^  I 
Avail  fpeak  hereafter. 

X  Diodorus  calls  this  leader  at  one  time  Himilco,  and  at  another  Hamllcar  :  or  rather 
Hamilcas. 

§  See  the  firft  letter  written  from  Sicily,  concerning  the  Sicani  and  Siculi. 

live 
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live  free,  according  to  their  own  laws  :  the  Syracufians  to  befubjedl  to 
Dionyfius,  and  the  prifoners  and  (hips  that  were  taken  were  to  be 
reftored. 

If,  in  one  point  of  view,  Dionyfius  was  glaJ  to  be  at  peace  with  the 
Carthaginians,  in  another,  he  dreaded  the  repofe  which  peace  would 
afford  to  Syraciife.  That  he  might  fecure  himfclf  in  his  tyranny  as 
much  as  polTible,  he  cut  off  the  ifland  of  Ortygia,  which  had  been 
joined  to  Sicily  by  a  dam,  from  the  reft  of  the  city;  by  building  a  high 
wall,  which  he  provided  with  many  lofty  tov/ers,  and  raifmg  a  ftrong 
fortrefs  on  the  ifland  :  including,  w^ithin  the  wall  of  this  fortrefs,  a 
dock  in  the  fmall  haven  vv^hich  was  called  Laccius.  This  dock  con- 
tained fixty  galleys  ;  and  had  a  narrow  opening,  through  which  only 
one  veffel  at  a  time  could  pafa. 

Dionyfius  gave  the  houfes  on  the  ifland  of  Ortygia  to  his  foldiers, 
and  friends  ;  and  thofe  of  the  remainder  of  the  city  he  (hared  among 
the  multitude.  After  thefe  proceedings,  he  marched  againft  the  Siculi; 
whom,  of  all  the  free  people  of  Sicily,  he  v/as  the  raoft  defirous  tofub- 
jed:,  becaufe  they  had  taken  part  with  the  Carthaginians  ;  and  led  his 
army  againft  the  town  of  the  Herbenfes, 

When  the  Syracufians  faw  themfelves  armed,  they  began  to  think 
of  their  own  deliverance  ;  and  reproached  themfelves,  for  not  having 
made  a  common  caufe  with  the  horfe.  Doricus,  one  of  the  command- 
ers of  the  tyrant,  threatened  a  free-fpeaking  orator  and  was  put  to 
death  ;  and  the  embittered  warriors,  inviting  the  citizens  to  freedom, 
fent  to  the  horfe  in  the  town  of  iEtna  for  affiftance.  Dionyfius,  being 
terrified,  haftened  from  Herbeffus  to  Syracufe  ;  while  thofe  who  made 
the  ftand  chofe  the  warriors  who  had  put  Doricus  to  death  as  their 
leaders.  Strengthened  by  the  horfe  from  ^tna,  they  fixed  their  camp 
in  the  quarter  called  Epipolx;  and  cut  off  the  tyrant  from  all  com- 
munication with  the  country.  Zealous  for  the  freedom  of  Syracufe, 
MeiTina  and  Rhegium  fent  eighty  galleys  to  its  aid.  The  ifland  of  Or- 
tygia 
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tygia  was  now  befieged,  fokUers  that  deierted  were  granted  the  r'lglits 
of  citizenflilp,  and  a  price  was  put  upon  the  tyrant's  head. 

Cut  off  from  the  city  and  abandoned  by  the  foldiers,  DIonyfius  af- 
fembled  his  dependants ;  and,  fo  very  doubtful  was  his  fituation  that, 
he  afked  their  opinion  concerning  tliekind  of  death  which  would  mod 
leffen  his  difgrace  ?  Heloris,  wlio  according  to  fome  had  brought  him 
up  from  childhood  *,  faid — "  Tyranny  is  only  a  handfome  Ihroud." 
Polyxenus,  his  brother-in-law,  advifed  him  to  fly  on  his  fwifteft 
horfe :  but  Philiftus,  the  hiflorian,  remarked — "  It  becomes  thee  not 
"  to  fly  from  tyranny  on  the  back  of  a  courfer,  Dionyfms,  but  rather 
"  to  defend  thyfelf  till  thou  art  dragged  down  by  the  leg  t." 

Dionyfms  aded  in  charader,  endeavoured  to  gain  time,  and  fent  to  the 
Syracufians;  requefl;ing  permiffion  for  him  and  his  followers  to  quit  the 
city.  He  likewife  fent  to  the  Campani,  who  had  been  left  by  Himilco 
to  guard  the  lands  in  Sicily ;  offering  to  grant  all  they  could  demand, 
if  they  would  fet  him  free. 

The  Syracufians  allowed  him  to  depart  with  five  galleys,  delivered 
up  many  warriors,  and  were  in  other  refpedls  negligent.  Twelve  hun- 
dred Campani  likewife  arrived,  cut  their  way  to  Dionyfius,  and  maf- 
facred  many  of  the  citizens  in  the  fray.  He  was  alfo  joined  by  three 
hundred  foldiers  that  had  croffed  the  fea :  the  Syracufians  became  di- 
vided, he  gained  a  victory  over  them,  and  they  difperfed. 

Dionyfius  fuffered  the  flain  to  be  buried,  and  fent  invitations  to 
the  fugitives  that  had  retired  to  the  town  of  ^tna :  fome  of  whom, 
who  had  left  their  wives  and  children  in  Syracufe,  returned  ;  and 
others  anfwered  the  ambaffadors,  who  pleaded  the  merit  of  the  burial 

*  *E/jT&)y  ^j^wv,  w$  J'ei'ioj  (paa-i^  o  TToirjrog  ttxtyi^,  is  the  true  reading  of  Wefleling.  The  read- 
ing which  makes  Heloris  a  poet  is  not  Greek.  Thofe  who  are  in  favour  of  ^roJUTwjmufl: 
add  craTup.     Befide  there  is  no  poet  named  Heloris. 

t  In  {lead  of  SsAovror  I,  with  Rhodomann  and  Wefleling,  read  Seovtoj. 

Vol.  II.  Y  j  of 
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of  the  dead,  that  the  tyrant  merited  the  like  kindnefs,  "  May  the 
"  Gods,"  faid  they,  "  fooii  grant  it  to  Dionyfius  !" 

They  determined  however  not  to  truft  him,  and  remained  in  Jitna  ; 
watching  for  fome  favourable  opportunity  to  undertake  fomething 
againft  Dionyfms,  who  received  thofe  that  came  back  with  courtefy 
that  he  might  fix  them  in  his  intereft. 

Having  rewarded  the  Campani,he  difmifTed  them;  unwilling  to  truft 
to  their  inconftancy ;  and  they  went  to  Etitella^  a  town  of  Trojan 
origin,  where  they  harangued  the  citizens,  afked  permiffion  to  refide 
amongft  them,  then  fell  upon  and  malTacred  the  men  by  night,  feized 
on  the  women,  and  took  pofleflion  of  the  place. 

After  the  conclufion  of  the  Peloponnefian  war,  the  Lacedemonians 
exercifed  an  acknowledged  fovereignty  by  land  and  fea  ;  and  the 
fleets  of  cities  in  particular  were  infpeded  by  their  commanders,  who, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Spartans,  appointed  Harmoftes,  and 
favoured  the  Oligarchy*.  They  made  the  conquered  tributary ;  and 
the  people  whofe  laws  prohibited  money,  now  impofed  an  annual  tri-» 
bute  of  a  thoufand  talents. 

With  the  pretence  of  favouring  freedom,  but  in  reality  to  ftrengthea 
the  tyrant,  they  fent  Ariftus  to  Syracuie  ;  hoping  thatDionyfius  would 
govern  as  their  dependant.  After  a  fecret  conference  with  him,  Ariftus 
excited  the  people  to  infurredlion,  with  a  promife  of  liberty :  but  he 
betrayed  thofe  who  had  trufted  him,  put  Nicotetes  the  Corinthian,  who 
had  headed  the  citizens  of  Syracufe,  to  death,  and  ftrengthened  the 
tyranny. 

At  the  time  that  the  Syracufians  were  employed  about  their  har- 
veft,  Dionyfms  entered  their  houfes,  and  took  away  their  arms.  He 
then  raifed  a  new  wall  round  the  citadel,  built  fhips,  took  a  number  of 

*  The  Harmoftes  exercifed  much  the  fame  degree  of  power,  over  foreign  pofleflions, 
as  the  pro-confuls,  or  pro-proetors,  of  the  Romans.  After  the  battle  of  Leudra,  where 
th«y  were  conquered  by  Epaminondas,  the  Spartans  fent  no  more  Harmoftes, 
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mercenaries  into  pay,  and  eftabliflied  himfelf  more  fecurely  than  ever 
in  the  government. 

After  this,  he  conquered  Catana^  the  prefent  Cata?na,  Naxos,  and 
Leontium*  ;  and  perfuaded  iEimneftus,  a  citizen  of  Enna,  to  become 
the  tyrant  of  that  place,  with  a  promife  of  his  afliftance.  The  attempt 
of  iEimneftus  fucceeded  :  but  the  new^  tyrant  fhut  his  gates  againfl 
Dionyfius,  who  then  excited  the  people  of  Enna  to  fliake  ofFtlie  yoke. 
Favoured  by  an  oppofite  party,  Dionyfius  gained  adm'iffion,  feized  on 
Jiimneftus,  delivered  him  up  to  the  vengeance  of  the  citizens,  and  de- 
parted from  the  place  without  endangering  its  fafety :  by  which  he 
endeavoured  to  win  the  confidence  of  other  towns.  Dionyfius  built  a 
town  at  the  foot  of  iEtna,  and  called  it  Adraninn^  in  the  firft  year  of 
the  95th  Olympiad,  398  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  f:  the  fame 
year  in  which  Socrates  drank  the  poifon. 

He  now  prepared  for  an  attack  on  the  Carthaginians,  to  which  he 
was  encouraged  by  the  vifitation  which  thefe  people  had  fuffered  from 
the  plague,  and  fent  for  artifts  from  Greece,  Italy,  and  the  territories  of 
Carthage,  who  fhould  make  different  arms,  according  to  the  manner  of 
the  different  nations  that  fhould  enlift  under  his  banners.  Thefe  artifts 
he  patronifed,  and  inftruded.  The  Syracufians  partook  of  his  zeal 
for  the  enterprife  ;  and  the  houfes  behind  the  temple,  the  gymnafia, 
the  arcades  of  the  forum,  and  the  houfes  of  the  principal  citizens  were 
formed  into  workfhops.  Among  this  confluence  of  the  moft  inge- 
nious artifts  the  catapulta  was  difcovered. 

Dionyfius  fupplied  his  galleys  with  five  banks  of  rowers ;  and  ob- 
tained much  fliip  timber  from  Italy,  but  fent  the  half  of  his  wood 
cutters  to  iEtna,  which  then  produced  many  pine  and  fig  trees  :  fo 
that,  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  Dionyfius  caufed  two  hundred  new  fhips 
to  be  builtj  and  a  hundred  and  ten  old  ones  to  be  improved.    He  like- 

*DIod.  lib.  XIV.  vol.  i.  p.  650. 
f  Diod.  lib.  xiv.  vol.  i.  p.  672. 

Y  y  2  wife 


348  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

wife  built  a  hundred  and  fixty  coRIy  docks,  for  fliipping:  mod  of 
which  had  room  for  two  velTels. 

The  Lacedemonians  permitted  him  to  take  their  foldiers  into  pay  ; 
but  Rheglum  and  Meffina  had  fhortly  before  declared  againft  him  : 
nay  they  had  entered  the  field  ;  but  their  attempt  was  fruRrated, 
by  a  tumult  in  Meffina.  Aware  of  the  preponderance  that  thefe  cities 
would  give,  Dionyfius  was  defirous  of  obtaining  their  friendfh'ip,  and 
requefled  the  Rhegini  to  grant  him  one  of  their  virgins  for  a  wife  ; 
hoping  by  children  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  in  his  tyranny  :  but  this-  alli- 
ance was  refufed  in  a  public  aifembly  of  the  people,  according  to  fome; 
and,  according  to  others,  they  fent  him  the  daughter  of  an  archer :  oc 
thief-taker. 

He  then  made  the  fame  requeft  to  the  Epi'zcphyrian  Locri,  in  Italy, 
which  was  granted  ;  and  he  married  Doris,  the  daughter  of  Xenetus, 
one  of  the  moft  refpedtable  of  their  citizens.  For  her  he  fent  a  galley, 
richly  ornamented;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  brought  home  Ariftomache, 
w^ho  was  one  of  the  noble  virgins  of  Syracufe,  and  for  whom  he  fent  a 
chariot  drawn  by  four  white  horfes  *.. 

He  now  exhorted  the  Syracufians,  in  full  aflembly,  to  declare  war 
againft  the  Carthaginians  ;  and  to  feize  on  the  effeds  of  fuch  as  inha- 
bited Syracufe,  many  of  whom  had  fettled  in  that  city.  Accordinglyj 
the  houfes  of  thefe  people  were  plundered,  fuch  of  their  fliips  as  lay  in 
the  harbour  were  feized  as  the  prey  of  war,  and  the  example  was  fol- 
lowed by  other  parts  of  Sicily.  After  this  proceeding,  Dionyfius  fent 
delegates  to  declare  war  againft  Carthage ;  unlefs  the  Greek  towns, 
poffefled  by  that  State,  were  fet  free. 

The  five  cities  of  Ancyra,  Solus,  Egefta,  Panormus,  and  Entella, 
alone  remained  faithful  to  the  Carthaginians :  the  tribes  of  the  Sicani 
took  part  in  the  war  againft  them ;  and  the  Camarini,  Gclenfes,  and 
Agrigentini,  likewife  went  over  to  Dionyfius,  who  now  was  at  the  head 

*  Diod.  I.  xiv,  vol.  i.  p.  674. 
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©ram  army  of  eighty  thoufand  men,  and  had  two  hundred  galleys  at  fea» 
Himera  and  Selinus  followed  the  example  of  the  other  cities :  the 
Government  of  Carthage  being  juftly  held  in  abhorrence.  Motya^ 
after  a  very  valiant  defence,  was  taken  ;  and  the  vidors  moft  cruelly 
fatiated  their  vengeance  againft  the  Carthaginians,  in  the  blood  of  the 
conquered  *. 

Motya  however  was  foon  recovered,  by  Himilco  ;  who  likewife 
took  Meffina,  but  without  being  able  to  poilefs  himfelf  of  the  citadel : 
on  which  the  Siculi,  the  Uttle  tribe  of  the  AfTorini  excepted,  deferted 
Dionyfius,  and  went  over  to  the  Carthaginians.  Himilco  razed  Meffina 
to  the  groundj  and  then  befieged  Syracufe ;  after  that  Mago,  an  infe^ 
rior  commander,  had  defeated  the  fleet  of  the  Syracufians.  Himilco 
took  a  part  of  the  city  of  Syracufe  and  plundered  two  of  the  temples. 

Theodorus,  a  refpedlable  citizen  of  Syracufe,  excited  the  inhabitants, 
againft  Dionyiius  ;  juftly  aflfirming  that  it  would  even  be  better  to  yield 
to  the  Carthaginians,  who  would  fufFer  them  to  be  governed  by  their 
own  laws,  than  to  live  under  the  oppreflion  of  the  tyrant.  He  exhorted 
them  hov>rever  to  maintain  their  freedom.  Paracidas,  a  Spartan  leader 
next  rofe;.  whom  thcL  citizens  expected  to  fupport  the  opinion  of 
Theodorus,  but  he  declared  that  the  Lacedemonians  had  fent  him  to 
aid  them  againft  the  Carthaginians,  not  to  deprive  Dionyfius  of  the 
rule. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  befieged  gained  feveral  advantages  over  the 
Carthaginians  ;  in  whcfe  camp  a  fearful  plague  prevailed^  and  Himilco 
defired  he  might  retreat  unmolefted.  Dionyfius  granted  leave  for  the 
Carthaginians  to  retire,  but  not  their  allies ;  and  the  former  withdrew 
during  the  night,  the  Siculi  difperfed,  and  the  Spaniards  were  takers 
into  the  pay  of  the  tyrant.  Himilco  was  fo  chagrined  at  the  difgrace 
of  hi$  retreat,  that  he  fufFered  himfelf  to  die  of. hunger,  overwhelmed 
with  reproach  f . 

Dionyfius  beftowed  Leontium  on  ten  thoufand  of  his  foldiers,  and 

*  Diod.  1.  pciv.  vol.  i.  p.  678.  f  lb-  p.  687  to  702, 
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once  again  repeopled  the  ruined  Meffina :  but  the  Rheghil  now  (le« 
Glared  againft  hhn,  terrified  at  feeing  him  in  pofleffion  of  Meffina ;  as 
Ukewife  did  the  Siculi ;  from  whom,  after  a  defeat,  he  with  difficulty 

efcaped  *. 

The  Carthaginians  then  fent  Mago,  with  new  forces  by  land  and 
fea ;  but  foon  after  concluded  a  peace,  by  which  the  Siculi  and  Tauro- 
menium  were  fubjeded  to  the  tyrant :  who  thereupon  projected  the 
enflaving  of  the  Greek  towns  on  the  coaft  of  Italy,  loft  a  battle  againft 
the  Rhegini,  and  efcaped  with  difficulty  on  board  a  galley. 

The  people  of  Croton,  to  which  place   Heloris  from  Syracufe  had 
fled    now  joined  the  other  Greek  tov^ns  in  Italy.     Heloris  was  their 
leader  ;  and,  with  many  others,  fell,  valiantly  fighting,  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  combatants  were  obliged  to  furrender  to  Dionyfius ;  who 
did  not  abufe  the  victory  he  had  gained,  but  fet  them  at  liberty,  and 
made  peace  with  all  the  Italian  towns,  except  Rhegium.    The  Rhegini 
were  fubjeded  to  rigorous  terms,  and  furrendered  their  fhips,  to  the 
number  of  feventy :  but  not  fatisfied  with  this,  he  required  them  to 
furnifh  him  with  provifions  till  he  fhould  withdraw  his  army  ;  feeking, 
if  they  refufed,  a  new  pretext  againft  them;  and,  if  they  complied,  to 
reduce  the  city  by  hunger. 

The  Rhegini  at  firft  were  not  aware  of  his  intention ;  but,  when  he 
delayed  his  departure,  they  refufed  to  fend  him  more  fupplies,  and  he 
again  undertook  the  fiege.  Shaken  as  the  walls  were  by  his  dreadful 
machines,  the  Rhegini  courageoufly  defended  themfelves  during  eleven 
months ;  nor  did  they  furrender  till  the  herbage  on  which  they  had  lived 
began  to  fail.  Dionyfius  found  heaps  of  wretches,  who  had  perifhed 
with  famine;  and  only  made  fomething  more  than  fix  thoufand 
prifoners,  whom  he  fent  to  Syracufe :  fufFering  thofe  who  could  pay  a 
mina  to  ranfom  themfelves,  and  expofing  the  others  to  public  fale. 

Dionyfius  poflefied  more  than  one  kind  of  ambition  ;  and,  although 
his  poetry  had  been  hifled  at  the  Olympic  games,  he  wilhed  to  be 

*  Diod.  lib.  xiv.  vol,  i.  p.  710  to  719, 
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thought  a  great  poet.  He  favoured  the  poet  Philoxenus ;  but  fent 
him  to  dig  in  the  ftone  quarries,  for  having  freely  exprefied  his  opinion 
of  the  tyrant's  poetry.  The  next  day  he  caufed  him  to  be  brought 
back,  and  repeated  verfes  to  him,  v^hich  particularly  glanced  at  Phi- 
loxenus :  w^ho,  impatient  at  hearing  this  poetry,  exclaimed,  "  Send 
''  me  back  to  the  ftone  quarries  1"  The  tyrant  could  not  forbear 
laughing,  and  fet  him  at  liberty. 

The  contempt  however  in  v^hich  the  Greeks  held  his  poetry  excited 
the  moft  gloomy  melancholy  in  his  mind,  v^^hich  would  frequently  burft 
into  rage ;  and  he  feat  Leptines,  his  brotlier,  and  Philiftus,  into  banilh- 
ment,  and  put  others  to  death.  He  was  reconciled  to  the  two  firfl 
according  to  Diodorus :  but  Plutarch  tells  us  that  Philiftus  did  not 
return  till  the  reign  of  Dionyfms  the  younger  *.. 

He  made  a  campaign  againft  the  Tyrrheni,  in  order  to  procure 
money,  under  the  pretext  that  they  were  pirates ;  and  returned  en- 
riched by  the  plunder  of  a  temple.  He  next  excited  the  towns  that 
were  fubjed:  to  Carthage  to  revolt:  a  war  broke  out,.  Dionyfius  was 
vi(Stor,  and  Mago,  the  Carthaginian  general,  was  flain.. 

The  fon  of  Mago  fucceeded  to  the  command,  obtained  a  great  vic- 
tory, in  which  Leptines  fell  valiantly  fighting,  and  Dionyfius  was 
obliged  to  conclude  a  peace.  The  Carthaginians  obtained  the  town 
and  territory  of  Selinus,  and  added  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Agrigen- 
tum  to  their  own,  as  far  as  the  river  Halycus^  the  prefent  Flume.  Pla^- 
tani^  and  Dionyfius  was  further  obliged  to  pay  a  thoufand  talents. 

Fifteen  years  afterward,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  1-03 d  Olympiad,  the 
year  366  before  Chrift,  Dionyfius  engaged  in  a  new  war  againft  Car- 
thage, took  Selinus,  Entella,  and  Eryx,  and  befieged  Lilybseum ;  but 
was  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege.  The  approach  of  winter  occafioned  a- 
fufpenfion  of  arms;  and  the  tyrant  died,  after  a  reign  of  thirty-eight 
years,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  Dionyfius  the  Second  f ,  who  was, 
borne  him  by  Doris,  of  the  Epi%ephyrian  Locr'u 

*  Plut.  Life  of  Dion.  f  Died.  lib.  xv.  voL  li.  p.  60. 
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There  lived  a  man  in  Syracufe  who,  although  the  friend  of  liberty-j 
and  fevere  in  principle,  had  long  been  highly  efteemed  by  the  elder 
Dionyfius,  and  employed  in  public  affairs  :  particularly  in  embaflies  to 
Carthage.  This  man  was  Dion,  the  brother  of  Ariftomache,  the  wife 
that  Dionyfius  had  married  of  Syracufe,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  mar- 
ried Doris  of  Locris  '*. 

During  the  period  that  the  elder  Dionyfius  tcftified  a  love  of  know- 
ledge, Plato  came  to  Syracufe ;  probably,  as  feveral  of  the  ancients 
affirm,  to  vifit  the  ifland:  and  particularly  Mount  -^tna.  His  fame  at 
firft  made  him  welcomed  by  the  tyrant :  but,  when  he  began  freely  to 
fpeak  againft  tyranny,  Dionyfius  became  angry.  According  to  Diodo- 
rus,  he  was  fold  as  a  Have  for  twenty  mina ;  and  he. was  redeemed  by 
the  philofophers.  According  to  Plutarch,  one  PoUis,  a  Spartan,  who 
traded  to  Syracufe,  was  commiffioned  to  fell  him  in  ^gina;  w^hich 
commiffion  he  fulfilled :  but,  in  either  cafe,  he  was  certainly  foon 
afterward  ranfomed. 

The  fhort  refidence  of  Plato  in  Syracufe  had  not  been  fruitlefs :  he 
had  fown  the  feeds  of  his  philofophy  in  the  heart  of  Dion,  and  the 
produce  was  the  moft  dignified  wifdom. 

Such  a  man  could  not  but  be  hateful  to  the  courtiers  of  a  young 
prince  ;  and  it  would  feem  eafy  to  have  rendered  him  fufpeded,  fince 
he  might  have  employed  the  refpedl  in  which  he  was  held  againft 
Dionyfius,  to  the  advantage  of  his  fifter's  fons.  But  the  young  tyrant 
honoured  Dion,  and  acknowledged  the  purity  of  his  intentions ;  for 
Dion  endeavoured  to  infpire  him  with  a  love  of  juftice,  and  with  dig- 
nity of  foul,  and  brought  him  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  Plato, 
filling  him  with  an  earneft  defire  to  be  taught  by  that  great  man.  Dion 
wrote  mjmy  letters  of  invitation  to  Plato,  and  was  feconded  by  the 
Pythagorean  philofophers  of  Italy,  who  entreated  his  compliance. 
Plato  yielded  to  thefe  entreaties,  and  the  courtiers  thought  it  neceffary 
to  give  him  a  rival ;  they  therefore  prevailed  on  Dionyfius  to  recall 

*  Diod,  lib.  XV,  vol.  ii.  p.  8,  and  Plut.  Life  of  Dion. 
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Philiftus,  who  had  been  banlflied,  and  who,  for  the  fpace  of  f6rty  vears, 
had  been  the  determined  friend  of  tyranny. 

hj\^ht  prefence  of  Plato,  at  firft,  had  fuch  an  effecl  on  Dionyfius  that 
he  not  only  admired  him  but  participated  in  his  noble  fentiments ;  and 
the  herd  of  courtiers  were  terrified  when  the  herald,  according  to  cuf- 
torn,  prayed  for  the  undifturbed  continuance  of  the  government  of  the 
tyrant,  and  Dionyfius  exclaimed,  "  What !  will  you  never  leave  curfmg- 
me : 

Thefe  courtiers  frequently  teftified  their  chagrin,  that  a  fophift  of 
Athens,  as  they  called  Plato,  fliould  overthrow  the  power  of  the  princes 
-of  Syracufe  :  a  city  that  had  refifted  the  whole  force  of  Athens. 

Difcourfe  like  this  muft  produce  its  effed,  on  a  weak  mind ;  and 
Dionyfms,  no  doubt,  was  ftaggered  :  but  he  was  ftiil  more  moved,  bv 
an  intercepted  letter  of  Dion  to  the  chiefs  of  Carthage  ;  in  which  he 
warned  them  not  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Dionyfms,  unlefs 
he  were  prefent.  Philiftus  had  the  art  to  place  this  letter  in  a  hateful 
light ;  and  the  tyrant,  reproaching  Dion  without  hearing  his  defence 
'banifhed  him  to  Italy. 

Dionyfius  then  took  Plato  to  his  palace  ;  apparently  to  honour  him, 
but  really  to  place  him  under  a  guard.  Still  he  fmcerely  admired  the 
.  wifdom  of  this  great  man,  often  quarrelled  with  him,  as  often  entreated 
forgivenefs,  and  tormented  him  with  tyrannical  afFedion  and  bcyilh 
inconftancy.  At  laft,  a  war  broke  out*,  and  he  fuifered  him  to 
depart. 

Plato  and  Dion  now  lived  long  together,  in  Athens;  where  Dion 
purchafed  a  country  houfe,  expanding  his  foul  in  the  groves  of 
Platonic  wifdom,  and  enjoying  the  calm  of  a  country  life.  Here  he 
was  univerfally  reipeded  ;  and  the  Spartans  prefented  him  with  the 

*  Plutarch  docs  not  tell  us  with  what  people.  Diodonis  Informs  us  that  Dionyfius 
raade  peace  with  Carthage  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign;  which  Hkewife  differs  from 
riutarch.  Probably  the  latter  meant  a  war  with  the  Lucani ;  which  Dionyfius,  after  a 
time,  but  negligently  profecuted.     Died.  1.  xvi.  ^.    ' 

Vol.  II.  Z  z  florht 
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right  of  citlzenlliip,  though  they  were  the  allies  of  Dionyfius,  and  had 
lately  received  aid  of  him  againft  Thebes. 

The  honours  conferred  on  Dion  angered  the  tyrant,  who  revetged 
himfelf  by  withholding  Dion's  revenue  ;  and,  that  he  might  fhine  in 
borrowed  wifdom,  aflembled  philofophers  around  him :  but  the  (lores 
of  his  memory  were  foon  emptied,  and  he  fighed  again  for  that  fource 
from  which  it  had  formerly  been  filled.  Plato  was  entreated  to  return  ; 
and  Dionyfms  employed  the  intermediation  of  the  wife  Archytas,  of 
Tarentum,  and  other  Pythagoreans.  The  women  of  the  princely 
houfe,  Dion's  wife  and  fifter,  alfo  wrote  to  Dion  ;  that  he  might  induce 
his  friend  to  return  to  Syracufe.  Plato  *,  as  he  tells  us,  fuffered  him- 
felf to  be  perfuaded 

Od.  xii.  428. 

Once  more  undaunted  on  the  ruin  rode. 

Pope,  Od.  b.  xii.  525. 

Dionyfms  received  him  with  much  joy;  and  the  Princefles  in  parti- 
cular teftified  the  honour  and  the  friendfhip  that  were  juftly  due  to  the 
Athenian  fage  f ,  while  in  him  every  good  citizen  placed  his  hopes. 
The  tyrant  offered  him  great  prefents,  and  Ariftippus,  of  Cyrene,  faid, 
in  the  prefence  of  Dionyfms,  "  his  generofity  did  not  cofl  him  much  : 
"  for,  to  thofe  who  were  in  need,  he  would  give  nothing ;  but  to  Plato, 
"  who  would  take  nothing,  he  offered  every  thing." 

A  fcholar  of  Plato's  predided  an  eclipfe  ;  for  which  he  was  admired 

*  See  the  feventh  letter  of  Plato. 

f  One  of  thefe  PrincefTes  no  doubt  was  Thefte,  the  wife  of  Polyxenus  and  fifter  of 
the  elder  Dionyfius.  When  her  hufband  fled,  Dionyfius  the  elder  reproached  her  with 
the  knowledge  of  his  flight.  "  Do  you  then  think  me,"  faid  fhe, "  fo  worthlefs  and  weak 
"  a  woman  that,  had  I  known  his  intentions,  I  would  have  remained  behind  ?  or  that  I 
«*  v/ould  not  rather  be  called  the  wife  of  the  fugitive  Polyxenus  than  the  fifter  of  the 
"  tyrant  Dionyfius?"  This  courageous  anfwcr  was  taken  in  good  part.  Plut.  Life  of 
Dion. 

and 
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and  rewarded  by  Dionyfius ;  and  Ariftlppus  again  obferved,  in  a  circle 
of  the  philofophers,  "  I  iikevvife  can  predidl  fomething  very  aftonifli- 
"  ing :  for  Dionyfius  and  Plato  will  foon  be  foes."  He  was  a  true 
prophet:  nor  was  any  thing  more  neceilary  than  the  fagacity  of  a 
courtier  to  forefee  this  event.  Pkito  foon  became  fo  troublefome  to 
the  tyrant  that  he  fent  him  to  his  body  guards  ;  hoping  that  they  who 
hated  him,  as  the  enemy  of  tyranny,  would  put  him  to  death. 

When  Archytas  heard  this,  he  fent  a  galley  and  ambaffadors  to  de- 
mand Plato :  he  having  been  his  pledge  :  on  which  Dionyfius  fufFered 
him  to  depart,  but  bellowed  the  wife  of  Dion  on  Timocrates. 

Dion  now  determined  to  endeavour  to  overthrow  the  tyrant ;  in 
which  he  was  affifted  by  various  philofophers  of  Greece.  In  thefe 
times  the  moft  powerful  citizens  thought  themfelves  flattered  by  the 
■diftinguifhed  and  honourable  title  of  philofopher ;  or  Jover  of  wifdom. 
Of  the  fugitive  Syracufians,  whofe  number  amounted  to  a  thoufand, 
twenty-hve  only  took  part  in  this  attempt. 

The  ifland  of  Zacynthus  was  the  place  where  they  v^^ere  to  affemble  j 
and  hither  about  eight  hundred  chofen  warriors  came,  under  different 
leaders,  without  knowing  on  what  enterprife  they  were  to  proceed. 

When  Dion  declared  his  intention,  their  courage  funk.  They  con- 
fidered  the  projedt  as  the  frantic  dream  of  a  defperado,  and  were  angry 
with  their  leaders :  but  when  Dion,  in  a  difcourfe,  explained  how  weak 
the  fupports  of  tyranny  were,  informed  them  that  he  did  not  confider 
them  as  mercenaries  but  as  leaders,  with  whom  all  Sicily  would  unite* 
and  when  Alcimenes  fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe,  he  being  a  man  of 
worth  and  family,  one  of  the  principal  men  o{  Achaia^  and  an  aflbciate 
with  Dion  in  the  undertaking,  they  felt  the  courage  of  Greeks  revive 
within  them. 

At  the  full  of  the  moon,  Dion  conduded  his  armed  companions  to  a 
temple  of  Apollo ;  where,  having  offered  up  a  folemn  facrifice,  he 
gave  them  all  a  magnificent  banquet.  Here,  when  they  beheld  his 
rich  drinking  veffels  of  fiiver  and  gold,  and  contemplated  the  age  of 

Z  z  2  Dion- 
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Dion,  whom  the  aged  themfehes  refpcded,  they  no  longer  confiderecl 
him  as  an  adventurer  ;  but  as  a  man  whofe  combinations  were  rational,, 
and  his  hopes  well  founded. 

it  happened,  during  their  libations,  that  there  was  an  eclipfe  of  the 
moon ;  on  which  they  were  feized  with  new  terror :  but  Miltas, 
the  foothlayer,  a  philofopher  and  a  difciple  of  the  academy,  rofe,  and 
remarked  that  this  omen  was  not  inaufpicious  to  them,  but  to  the 
duration  and  falfe  fplendor  of  tyranny. 

Two  tranfports,  which  carried  the  foldiers,  a  fmall  veffel,  and  two 
galleys,  each  of  thirty  rowers,  contained  the  whole  force  of  Dion.  With 
this  he  failed  ;  taking  weapons  with  him  on  which  he  could  with  cer- 
tainty depend,  that  he  might  be  able  to  arm  at  pleafure.  Having  wea- 
thered the  promontory  of  Pachynus^  Capo  Pajfaro^  he  was  driven  by  a 
ftorm  that  threw  him  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  :  but  he  landed  fome  days 
afterward  in  Sicily,  at  Minoa,  in  the  Sicilian  province  of  Carthage; 
the  commander  of  which  city  was  the  friend  of  Dion,  and  with  him 
Dion  left  his  arms  and  ftores,  that  they  might  be  fent  to  him  at  an 
appointed  time.  He  was  likewife  joined  by  two  hundred  horfe,  of 
the  territories  of  Agrigentum  and  the  Gelenfes. 

Dionyfms  being  abfent  in  Italy,  a  meflenger  was  fent  to  him  by 
Timocrates ;  on  whom  the  tyrant  had  beftowed  the  wife  of  Dion. 
The  meffenger  loft  the  letter,  durft  not  appear  in  the  prefence  of  the 
tyrant,  and  Dionyfms  did  not  hear,  till  late,  of  the  defcent  of  Dion  in 
Sicily.  In  the  mean  time,  Dion  was  joined  by  the  Camarini,  and  many 
Syracufians  :  while  Timocrates,  who  guarded  EpipoliE,  was  abandoned 
by  the  Leontini  and  the  Campani.  When  Dion  approached  the  city, 
he  facrificed  on  the  banks  of  the  Anapus ;  where  he  was  joined  by 
five  thoufand  men,  fcantily  armed,  it  is  true,  but  full  of  courage. 

He  now  entered  Syracufe,  where  he  was  met  by  the  principal  per- 
fons  in  white  robes ;  while  the  people  plundered  the  houfes  of  the 
foes  of  freedom,  fome  of  w^hom  were  put  to  death,  and  Timocrates 
efcaped  on  horfeback,     Dion  marched  between  his  brother,  Megacles, 

and 
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and  the  Athenian,  Calippus,  with  their  heads  encircled  with  garlands  : 
the  herald  proclaimed  filence  by  found  of  trumpet,  and  then  informed 
the  people  that  Dion  and  Megacles  were  come  to  give  freedom  to 
Syracufe,  and  to  all  Sicily.  The  Syracufians  received  him  as  a  God, 
invefted  him  and  Megacles  with  the  full  power  of  the  Straieg'i  : 
avTox-octTo^oci  Xr^ccTriy'ds :  and  only  at  the  exprefs  interceffion  of  both 
gave  them  twenty  colleagues  ;  ten  of  whom  w^ere  fugitives,  that  had 
now  returned  with  Dion. 

Seven  days  afterward,  Dionyfius  arrived,  in  a  vefTel,  at  the  fortrefs 
which  was  built  on  the  little  illand  of  Ortygia ;  the  prefent  Syracufe  ; 
and  fent  ambalTadors  to  Dion  :  who  fent  them  to  confult  the  will  of 
the  people.  Reconciliatory  propofals  were  made  by  Dionyfius,  but 
were  contemned  ;  and  Dion  gave  him  to  underftand  that  no  propofal 
would  be  liftened  to,  unlefs  he  would  renounce  the  government. 

The  tyrant  appeared  to  confent ;  but,  when  fome  of  the  principal 
citizens  were  fent  to  him,  he  bound  them,  and  ordered  his  half  intoxi^ 
Gated  foldiers  to  attack  the  fortification  of  the  befieging  citizens.  Thefe 
were  driven  back  by  Dion's  foreign  warriors  ;  while  he  himfelf,  though 
fomewhat  feeble  from  age,  threw  himfelf  amidft  the  enemy.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  hand,  was  preffed  upon  by  the  foldiers,  his  fhield  and 
helmet  were  transfixed  by  fpears,  he  was  thrown  down,  and,  w^hen 
his  own  foldiers  bore  him  away,  he  ordered  Timonidcs  to  take  his 
place.  He  then  mounted  his  horfe,  rode  round,  brought  the  flying 
Syracufians  back  to  the  combat,  and,  leading  frefh  forces  againft  the 
enemy,  drove  them  back  into  the  citadel. 

A  herald  now  brought  letters  from  the  PrinceiTes  to  Dion  ;  and 
among  them  one  the  infcription  of  which  was  Hipparinus  to  his 
Father.  Hipparinus  w-as  the  name  of  Dion's  fon.  Dion  inllfted 
that  thefe  letters  fhould  be  publicly  read  ;  though  the  Syracufians  were 
at  firft  unwilling  that  the  letter  of  a  fon  to  his  father  lliould  be  read 
aloud :  but  they  foon  found  that  It  was  v^ritten  by  Dionyfius,  and  that 
its  contents  were  full  of  the  moft  envenomed  artifice.     Forefeeing  that 

this 
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this  tetter  would  be  communicated  to  the  people,  Dlonyfius  celebrated' 
the  adts  which  Dion  had  performed  in  the  fupport  of  his  tyranny ; 
then  threatened  the  lives  of  his  wife,  his  fifter,  and  his  fon;  and,  what 
'n-ieved  Dion  the  moft,  advifed  him  rather  to  be  a  tyrant  himfelf  than 
the  deftroycr  of  tyranny :  alleging  that  he  ought  not  to  give  freedom 
to  thofe  men  whom,  by  ancient  injuries,  he  had  made  his  foes ;  and  that, 
by  reigning  himfelf,  he  fhould  give  fecurity  to  his  friends. 

This  was  fuihcient  to  excite  fufpicion  in  the  people,  againft  their 
faviour.  The  adherents  of  Dion,  whom  the  tyrant  had  in  his  power, 
appeared  to  them  as  fo  many  fcourges  ;  by  whom  their  hands  would 
foon  be  bound.  They  began  therefore  to  look  for  another  protedor ; 
and  as  Heraclides,  one  of  the  exiles,  an  experienced  warrior  but  a  tur- 
bulent fpirit,  v/ho  had  before  feparated  himfelf  from  Dion  in  Pelopon- 
nefus  was  coming  againft  the  tyrant  with  ten  fhips,  they  named  him 
the  commander  of  the  fleet.  This  office  was  conneded  with  the  dig- 
nity enjoyed  by  Dion:  he  therefore  rofe,  and  induced  the Syracufians 
to  repeal  their  nomination.  After  which  he  reproached  Heraclides 
for  his  condud,  affembled  the  people,  and  caufed  him  to  be  reinftated 
in  the  command  of  the  fleet  *. 

New  difturbances  afterward  arofe  againft  Dion  ;  and,  the  period  of 
annual  eledion  to  the  chief  offices  being  arrived,  twenty-five  Strategi 
were  chofen  :  of  whom  Heraclides  was  one.  The  Syracufians  tempted 
the  foreign  foldiers  of  Dion  to  defert  him,  by  ofi'ering  them  the  rights 
of  cltizenfhip  :  but  they  remained  faithful,  and  conduded  him  out  of 
the  city.  They  injured  no  one  ;  though  they  were  aflaulted  by  the 
people,  Vvdiom  they  reproached  for  their  ingratitude. 

Dion,  on  this  occafion,  was  obliged  either  to  attack  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, or  fufter  himfelf  and  his  defenders  to  be  flain.  In  vain  did  he 
Hretch  out  his  hands  to  the  people  :  in  vain  he  pointed  to  the  citadel, 

*  Nay«o%ov  aTism^s  rov  'Hfa«xcj5)jv.  ' ATiohiKvvvou  Is  often  ufed  with  refpefl  to  the  per- 
fon  under  whofe  pieficlency  any  officer  was  appohited  by  the  people;  as,  when  a  conful 
<lied,  the  furvivor  affembled  the  people  to  appoint  him  a  new  colleague. 

iilled 
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filled  with  the  enemy,  who  enjoyed  this  fcene :  yet,  unable  as  he  was 
to  pacify  the  phienfy  of  the  people,  he  forbade  his  followers  to  hurt 
them  :  and,  merely  with  the  fhout  of  onfet  and  the  clailiing  of  arms, 
he  terrified  the  confuied  and  cowardly  mob,  that  ran  through  the 
ftreets  fuppofmg  themfelves  purfued,  though  Dior,  and  his  foreign 
forces  had  retreated. 

He  now  marched  with  his  friends  to  Leontium ;  where  he  was 
received  by  the  inhabitants  with  great  honour,  and  his  foldiers  w^ere 
granted  the  rights  of  citizenfhip. 

Dionyfius,  in  the  mean  time,  obtained  fome  advantages  over  the  Sy- 
racufians  ;  who,  inconftant  as  they  were,  fuddenly  changed  their  fenti- 
ments,  and  fent  deputies  to  Leontium,  that,  weeping  and  falling  at  the 
feet  of  Dion,  entreated  him  to  return  to  Syracufe.  Calling  together 
the  Leontini,  and  many  of  the  Peloponnefians  who  had  accompanied 
him  to  Sicily,  Dion  led  them  to  the  theatre  ;  where,  when  he  began 
to  fpeak,  tears  prevented  his  utterance.  At  length,  he  colleded  him- 
felf,  and  thus  addrelTed  them : 

"  Men  of  Peloponnefus  and  confederjites,  I  have  aflembled  you  here 
"  that  you  may  decide  for  yourfelves  :  for  it  would  ill  become  me  to 
**  alk  advice  for  my  own  fake.  If  Syracufe  muft  perilh,  if  I  cannot 
"  fave  it  from  deftruftion,  I  yet  will  haften  thither  and  bury  myfelf 
**  under  its  ruins.  But,  Ihould  you  confent  to  afford  thofe  your  aid 
"  who  are  the  moft  inconfiderate  and  unfortunate  of  men,  Syracufe 
"  which  is  not  yet  fallen,  again  will  rife.  Should  you  on  the  contrary 
"  angrily  leave  it  to  its  fate,  may  the  gods  reward  you  for  the  valour 
*'  and  the  zeal  which  you  have  teftified  to  me  !  Accept  the  thanks  of 
"  Dion ;  who  never  did  you  injuftice,  but  who  cannot  now  abandon 
"  his  unfortunate  fellow  citizens." 

He  had  fcarcely  ended  when  his  followers  rofe  with  a  fhout,  and 
requefled  they  might  be  led  to  Syracufe. 

The  defolation  which  the  foldiers  of  the  tyrant  had  fpread  through 

the  city  was  the  caufe  of  the  repentance  of  the  people,  and  of  the  recal 
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of  Dion  :  but  when,  at  the  clofe  of  night,  the  foldiers  were  driven 
back  into  the  citadel,  though  with  but  little  lofs,  the  herd  of  dema- 
gogues again  appeared,  harangued  the  people,  warned  them  not  to 
admit  Dion,  and  exhorted  them  rather  to  owe  the  fame  of  their  deli- 
verance to  themfelves  than  to  Dion  and  his  foreigners.  Accordingly, 
the  Strategi  fent  to  Dion,  to  forbid  his  approach  :  but  the  knights  and 
principal  citizens  fent  like  wife,  entreating  him'tohaften  his  march. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy  from  the  citadel  again  aflaulted  Syra- 
cufe ;  flaughtering  the  citizens,  among  whom  they  fhot  burning 
arrows  ;  and  the  opinion  of  the  people  once  niore  changed,  in  favour  of 
•Dion.  Nay,  Heraclides  himfelf  f^nt,  and  fupplicated  him  to  come 
with  all  fpeed. 

Dion  complied,  fent  his  light  armed  troops  fpeedily  againft  the 
enemy,  put  the  Syracufians  in  martial  array,  appointed  feveral  leaders, 
then,  calling  on  the  Gods,  marched  againft  the  enemy  :  and,  as  he 
pafledthe  ftreets,  the  onlet  of  war  was  mingled  with  refounding  praifes, 
and  fhouts  of  joy.  Dion  was  called  a  Saviour,  and  a  God  !  and  his 
followers  citizens,  and  brothers !  No  one  thought  of  himfelf,  no  one 
regarded  his  ovvm  life  ;  but  every  idea,  every  fenfation,  turned  toward 
Dion  ;  who  marched  over  heaps  of  the  flain,  through  blood  and  flames, 
againft  the  receding  enemy. 

The  whole  night  was  employed  in  extinguiftiing  the  flames  of  the 
.city ;  and,  at  break  of  day,  the  demagogues  w^ere  fled.  Heraclides 
indeed  delivered  himfelf  up  to  Dion  ;  whofe  friends  advifed  him  to 
give  up  his  enemy  to  the  angry  foldiers  :  but  Dion  declared  it  was  not 
by  power,  or  by  cunning,  but  by  juftice  and  benevolence,  that  he 
would  conquer  Heraclides  ;  and  he  fet  him  at  liberty. 

During  the  night,  while  the  citizens  flept,  Dion  caufed  his  foreign 
troops  to  dig  a  moat  round  the  citadel.  Friends  and  foes  were  afto- 
niflied  at  his  adivity  ;  and  Heraclides  rofe,  and  propofed  that  Dion 
fhould  be  appointed  Commander  in  Chief,  by  land  and  fea.  The  better 
citizens  were  intending  to  follow  this  advice,  vdien   a   multitude  of 

failors 
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fai-lors  and  artiiicers  colleded  and  bred  a  tumult  :  becaufe  Heraclides, 
although  they  had  no  affedion  for  him,  was  necefiary  to  them ;  as  a 
man  that  always  favoured  the  people.  On  which,  Dion  fuiTered  him 
to  remain  the  commander  of  the  fieet. 

Thus  empowered,  Heraclides  took  advantage  of  the  difcontent  of 
thofe  who  imagined  themfelves  injured,  by  the  participation  which 
Dion  had  made  of  the  lands  and  houfes.  He  accordingly  failed  to 
Mellina,  excited  the  anger  of  thofe  that  were  with  him  againil  Dion, 
and  held  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  tyrant,  through  the  medium 
of  the  Spartan,  Pharax :  probably  the  fame  whom  Diodorus  calls 
Pharacidas. 

Dionyfms,  no  longer  able  to  remain  in  the  citadel,  w^here  provifions 
began  to  fail,  left  it  ;  having  obtained  leave  from  Dion  to  withdraw. 
As  he  entered  the  citadel,  Dion  was  met  by  his  filler,  Ariftomache, 
his  difgraced  wife.  Arete,  whom  the  tyrant  had  obliged  to  marry  Ti- 
mocrates,  and  his  fon.  Dion  accofted  his  fon  with  tears,  and  received 
them  all  into  his  houfe  :  giving  up  the  citadel  to  the  Syracufians. 

And  now  the  eyes  of  Sicily,  Carthage,  and  Greece,  were  all  in  reve- 
rence turned  toward  one  man  ;  who  continued  as  difcreet  in  his  con- 
du<5t,  and  as  fimple  in  his  manners,  as  if  he  were  flill  converfmg  with 
Plato,  in  the  academical  groves  ;  enquiring  what  is  the  appearance  of 
things,  and  what  their  reality  ?  Plato  wrote  to  him  that  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  world  were  intent  upon  him  :  but,  remembering  the  fickle  dif- 
pleafure  to  which  the  Syracufians  were  fubje(5l,  he  cautioned  him  to 
relax  a  little  in  his  feverity  *. 

*  *Xlrf  T85  l|  aTTacmj  T>if  oiKHfxsvni,  h  kxi  vzavmurt^ov  Iriv  siTniv,  Big  ha.  tottov  aTro^hSTrtiv,  Kat 

**  Becaufe  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world,  exaggerated  as  the  exprefTion  may  feem,  are 
"  turned  toward  one  place;  and  in  thatplace  principally  to  you." — And  aa,ain  .  'E^5y.a«  5e  ««<, 
cTi  d'omic,  Tiaiv  h^esre^cog  ra  Trpo^rwovTog  ^B^aTsuTiKog  hvai'  /jly}  hv  >.ai9avsru  <ts,  on  ^la  tx  ao-ansiv  roif 
ai'B^uTToig,  km  to  TT^aTTsiv  e-ir  h  ^  au9xhi:x  i^Yiixia  ^uvoiKog.  "  Remember  that,  to  fome,  you 
"  do  not  appear  fufSciently  complaifant  ;  and  you  muft  not  forget  that,  if  you  would  influ- 
«  ence  men,  you  muft  give  them  pleafure.  Self-love  refides  in  folitude."  See  the  fourth 
letter  of  Plato. 

Vol.  II.  3  A  Hera- 
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HeracllJes  found  a  nev/  fubjedl  of  accufation  againft  Dion,  becaufe 
he  had  not  deftroyed  the  citadel  ;  and  becaufe  he  had  fent  for  coun- 
fellors  to  Corinth,  thus  defpifmg  his  fellow  citizens.  True  it  was,  he 
had  invited  feme  men  from  Corinth:  hoping,  by  their  aid,  the  better 
to  reform  the  republic.  Inflead  of  a  pure  democracy^  of  which  Plato 
fo  beautifully  fays  it  is  not  a  conftitution  but  the  annual  fair  of  all  con- 
ftitutions  *,  he  intended  to  have  introduced  a  mixed  form  of  a  re- 
public ;  and,  forefeeing  the  difficulties  which  Heraclides  would  raife, 
he  no  longer  reftrained  thofe  who  long  had  withed  to  put  him  to  death, 
and  Heraclides  was  murdered  in  his  own  houfe. 

That  this  wicked  man  had  frequently  deferved  death  there  Is  no 
doubtf ;  but  the  pure  virtue  of  Dion  methinks  ought  not  to  have  been 
fuUied  by  any  participation  in  this  affair. 

From  this  time,  Dion  became  frequently  refllefs,  melancholy,  and 
defirous  of  death.  This  he  received  from  the  hands  of  fome  of  his- 
Greek  foldiers,  who  had  been  fo  devoted  to  him  ;  and  at  the  infti- 
gation  of  a  man  whom  he  had  the  more  freely  trufted  becaufe  of  the 
great  (hare  he  had  taken  in  bis  plan,  for  dethroning  the  tyrant.  Ca- 
lippus,  the  Athenian,  was  the  man  I  mean ;  whofe  frantic  ambition 
w^as  the  caufe  of  this  heinous  ad.  At  his  inftlgation,  Dion  was  mur- 
dered ;  and  his  wife  and  filler  thrown  into  prifon  :  where  the  firft, 
being  pregnant,  was  delivered  of  a  fon. 

Calippus,  for  a  time,  was  not  only  refpedted,  but  governed  in  Sy^ 

*  *f2{  8  'BToMTfiav,  aXAa  Tramx'^aXiov  aa-av  7roMT£jav,  xara  rov  Tlxaruvx.  Thefe  words  are 
in  the  eighth  book  of  the  Republic  of  Plato.  The  whole  pafiage  is  very  remarkable, 
and  deferves  to  be  read. 

f  There  are  at  prefent  very  fericus  doubts  entertained,  by  the  wifeft  and  beft  men, 
whether  any  human  being  can  deferve  death  :  that  is,  whether  the  happinefs  of  men  can 
be  promoted  by  putting  thofe  who  fall  under  their  difpleafure  to  death. 

The  necefiity  of  warning  incautious  readers,  againft  too  haftily  crediting  bold  afier- 
tions,  is  my  motive  for  writing  this  note.  There  is  indeed  felf-evident  contradi£lion  in 
the  author  :  for,  if  it  were  right  to  put  Heraclides  to  death,  pure  virtue  cannot  be  better 
employed  than  in  doing  that  which  is  right.     T. 
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racufe  ;  and  had  the  audacity  to  boafl  of  his  crime,  in  a  letter  to  the 
city  of  Athens  :  but,  after  a  campaign,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to 
conquer  Catana,  he  loft  Svracufe,  and  was  killed  at  Rhejnum. 

The  wife  and  fifter  of  Dion  were  fet  at  liberty,  and  for  a  time  pro- 
tected, by  Icetes,  the  Syracufian  :  but,  being  perfuaded  by  the  enemies 
of  Dion  to  betray  them,  he  put  them  on  board  a  veflel,  under  the  pre^ 
tence  of  fending  them  to  Greece,  and  they  were  murdered  on  the 
pafTage,  and  thrown  with  the  child  into  the  fea. 

After  the  death  of  Dion*,  S)Tacufe  was  fo  torn  and  diftraded  by- 
contention  that  Dionyfius,  aided  by  a  body  of  foldiers,  again  replaced 
himfelf  in  the  tyranny.  Misfortune  had  embittered  his  temper,  and 
many  could  fmd  no  other  refuge  than  Leontium  ;  where  Icetes  then 
governed,  who  had  fo  treacheroufly  treated  the  kindred  of  Dion. 

A  powerful  fleet  from  Carthage  likewife  landed  in  Sicily ;  which 
the  Greek  towns,  exhaufted  by  wars,  and  fwarming  with  Barbarians 
and  men  who  had  been  foldiers,  who  had  more  to  hope  than  fear  from 
any  change,  were  not  in  a  condition  to  refift.  They  therefore  de- 
termined to  afk  aid  of  Greece,  and  particularly  of  Corinth,  the  citizens 
of  which  had  always  teftified  fo  much  hatred  againft  tyrants,  were  in- 
capable of  being  feduced  under  their  rule,  and  who,  by  the  great  and 
famous  wars  they  had  w^aged,  had  maintained  the  freedom  of  Greece. 
Icetes  durft  not  oppofe  this  determination  j  though  he  had  a  fecret 
correfpondence  with  the  Carthaginians,  and  doubtlefs  intended  to  betray 
a  part  of  his  country  to  the  Barbarians,  that  he  might  reign  over  the 
remainder. 

No  fooner  had  the  ambafladors  related  their  griefs  at  Corinth  than 
the  citizens  determined  to  fend  aid  to  Sicily;  where  their  colonies  had 
ever  remained  dear  to  them,  and  efpecially  Syracufe ;  and  Timoleon 
was  appointed  the  leader  of  the  fuccours  they  fent. 

Timoleon  was  of  noble  birth,  the  fon  of  Timodemus  and  Demarifte, 

*  Piut.  Life  of  Timoleon. 
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mild  in  his  temper,  a  hater  of  tyrants,  and  an  ardent  lover  of  his  coun* 
try.  He  had  an  elder  brother,  Timophanes,  who  was  of  a  very  different 
charaO:er.  Rafh  and  turbulent  in  his  propenfities,  he  had  early  been 
beloved  by  the  people  for  being  a  daring  youth  ;  and,  by  his  inter- 
courfe  with  foreign  foldiers,  had  imbibed  an  admiration  of  tyranny. 
Timoleon  anxioufly  concealed  his  brother's  failings,  and  knew  how  to 
place  his  beft  virtues  in  their  beft  light. 

It  happened,  in  a  battle  againft  the  Argi^  where  Timoleon  fought 
on  foot  andTimophanes  led  the  cavalry,  that  the  horfe  of  the  latter 
was  wounded,  and  threw  him  among  the  enemy  :  on  which  his  fol- 
diers, being  terrified,  difperfed  ;  a  few  only  remaining,  and  defperately 
defending  him  againft  fuperior  numbers.  Timoleon,  hearing  this, 
haftened  to  his  aid,  prote6ted  his  brother  wdth  his  fbield,  and  faved 
him;  after  having  driven  back  the  affailants. 

The  Corinthians  took  a  body  of  four  hundred  foldiers  into  pay,  and 
gave  the  command  of  them  to  Timophanes  ;  who,  by  the  help  of  thefe 
foreigners,  put  many  of  the  principal  citizens  to  death,  and  feated  him- 
felf  in  the  tyranny.  Timoleon  was  ftruck  to  the  foul  to  behold  his 
brother  flained  with  the  blood  of  the  citizens,  and  difgraced  by  tyrannic 
power.  In  vain  did  he  exhort,  nay  fupplicate,  him  to  renounce  his 
crimes,  and  furrender  the  government.  After  a  few  days,  he  returned 
to  him  again  ;  accompanied  by  ^fchylus,  the  brother-in-law  of  Ti- 
mophanes, and  a  footh-fayer,  w^ho  was  the  friend  of  both.  They  all 
implored  Timophanes  to  reform  ;  but  he  at  firft  laughed  at  them,  and 
afterward  grew  enraged  :  on  which  Timoleon  ftepped  on  one  fide, 
wept,  concealed  his  face,  and  his  two  friends  drew  their  fwords,  and 
murdered  the  tyrant. 

The  principal  citizens  admired  the  noble  nature  of  Timoleon  ;  whofe 
love  for  his  brother  had  ceded  to  the  love  of  juftice,  and  of  his  coun- 
try. Others,  who  fecretly  preferred  tyranny  to  freedom,  teftified  in- 
deed an  appearance  of  joy  at  the  death  of  Timophanes,  but  reprefented 
theadioti  of  Timoleon  as  unnatural,  and  deteftable.     It  afflicted  him; 
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and,  when  he  heard  of  the  anger  of  his  mother,  her  bitter  reproaches 
the  imprecations  fhe  uttered  againft  him,  and,  when  he  went  to  appeafe 
her,  found  that  fhe  avoided  his  fight,  and  lluit  the  doors  to  exclude 
him,  he  funk  into  fuch  a  deep  melancholy  that,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  cares  and  entreaties  of  his  friends  w^ho  oppofed  his  determination 
he  would  have  ftarved  himfelf  to  death.  He  renounced  fociety  and 
public  affairs,  fled  the  city,  and  fpent  niofS:  of  his  life  in  wandering, 
folitary  and  overwhelmed  by  afHidion,  through  the  country. 

About  twenty  years  after  the  death  of  Timophanes,  the  people  ap- 
pointed Timoleon  to  the  command  in  Sicily  ;  and  Teleclides,  one  of 
the  moil  confiderable  citizens  of  Corinth,  then  arofe  and  addrefnng 
him  faid — "  Shew^  thyfelf  now,  oh  Timoleon,  to  be  a  vigilant  and 
"  noble  man  !  If  thou  fighteft  valiantly,  we  fliall  confider  thee  as 
"  the  hater  of  a  tyrant :  if  not,  as  the  murderer  of  thy  brother." 

While  Timoleon  was  arming  for  the  cnterprife,  letters  were  brought 
from  Icetes  ;  in  which  he  informed  the  Corinthians  that  he  did  not 
need  their  afhftance,  for  that,  through  their  delay,  he  had  found  him- 
felf obliged  to  join  the  Carthaginians  againft  Dionyfius ;  and  that  the 
powerful  fleet  of  the  Carthaginians  would  not  fuffer  them  to  land.. 

Thofe  who  had  before  been  indifferent  to  this  expedition  now  be- 
came indignant  againft  Icetes ;  and  the  fpur  of  zeal  induced  them  to 
aflford  Timoleon  every  aid. 

Proceeding  firft  to  Delphos,  to  facrifice  to  Apollo,  it  happened  that, 
as  he  entered  the  temple,  a  garland,  with  which  among  others  it  was  de- 
corated, flipt  down,  and  fell  upon  his  head.  This  garland  was  inter^ 
woven  with  flowers,  and  figures  of  the  Goddefs  ofVidory  :  fo  that  it 
appeared  as  if  Apollo,  himfelf,  had  crowned  Timoleon  for  the  under- 
taking. 

He  then  put  to  fea,  with  ten  fhips  ;  and,  as  he  approached  the  coaft 
of  Italy,  he  heard  that  Icetes  had  vanquifhed  Dionyfius  in  a  battle,  was 
in  poffefTion  of  the  greateft  part  of  Syracufe,  and  that  he  befieged  his 
enemy  in  the  ifland  of  Ortygia,  a  part  of  the  ancient  city  :  having 

made 
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made  an  agreement  with  the  Carthaginians  that  they  fhould  keep  off 
the  fhlps  of  Corinth,  and  that  he  would  divide  Sicily  with  them. 

Timoleon  found  twenty  galleys  of  the  Carthaginians  in  Rhegium, 
and  ambafladors  from  Icetes ;  who  reprefented  to  him  that  his  {hips 
would  not  be  fuffered  to  approach  the  fliore,  but  that  he  himfelf  would 
be  welcome  to  Icetes,  fhould  take  part  in  all  his  councils,  and  fliould 
fhare  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  war.  Timoleon  wore  the  femblance  of 
being  inclined  to  follow  the  advice  of  Icetes  ;  but  faid  that  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  right  that  they  fhould  Hate  their  mutual  pretenfions,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  citizens  of  a  place  that  might  be  allied  to  them  both  ; 
who  therefore  ought  to  be  witnefles  of  their  proceedings.  Acquainted 
with  the  treacherous  intentions  of  Icetes  and  the  Carthaginians,  Timo- 
leon indulged  himfelf  in  this  artifice  :  in  the  accomplifhment  of  which 
he  was  aided  by  the  Chiefs  of  Rhegium  ;  who  dreaded  nothing  more 
than  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Carthaginians.  The  people  were  af- 
fembled  ;  and,  while  the  Rhegini  were  careful  to  amufe  them  with 
long  difcourfes,  the  Corinthian  vefTels  failed  away  :  and,  when  Timo- 
leon was  fecretly  informed  that  his  galley  waited  for  him  and  was  the 
only  one  remaining  in  the  haven,  he  glided  away  through  the  crowd. 

He  then  fet  fail,  and  landed  at  I'auromemum :  the  prefent  Taormi/m  : 
where  he  was  kindly  received  by  Andromachus,  the  Prince  of  that 
city.  The  Carthaginians  in  Rhegium  difcovered  too  late  that  they 
had  been  deceived  ;  for  which  they  were  angry  with  the  citizens  :  who, 
in  return,  teftified  amazement  that  deceit  could  offend  a  Carthaginian. 

The  Carthaginians  now  fent  to  Andromachus  :  and  their  ambaffador 
required  that  the  Corinthians  fhould  immediately  depart.  "  If  not," 
faid  he,  turning  firft  the  back  and  then  the  palm  of  his  hand,  "  we 
"  will  turn  your  city  topfy  turvy  with  as  much  eafe  as  I  turn  my 
wrift."  The  anfwer  of  Andromachus  was  a  proper  reproof  to  arro- 
gance like  this.  With  the  fame  gefticulation  lie  replied  to  the  Cartha- 
ginian ;  and  bade  him  begone,  or  he  would  treat  him  and  his  galley 
in  the  manner  which  he  himfelf  had  threatened. 

3  Icetes 
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Icetes  demanded  more  vefiels  of  the  Carthaginians,  for  his  aid  ;  and 
the  Syracufians  were  terrified  at  feeing  thefe  enemies  in  their  harbour, 
and  at  knowing  that  Timoleon  and  his  handful  of  men  were  fhut  up 
in  a  town  which  was  only  cdnne^fled  with  Sicily  by  a  fmall  cape  :  for 
Tcuiro?7ienium  was  built  on  the  extreme  point  of  the  promontory  of 
Tauriis  or  Toro. 

Neither  did  the  other  towns  of  Sicily  confide  in  the  aid  brought 
them  by  Timoleon  :  in  part  becaufe  it  only  confifled  of  a  thoufand 
men,  and  in  part  becaufe,  having  formerly  been  betrayed  by  Pharax, 
or  Pharacidas,  the  Lacedemonian,  and  Calippus,  the  Athenian,  they 
knew  not  whether  they  might  more  fecurely  truft  in  the  Corinthians. 
Adranum  was  the  only  place  that  favoured  Timoleon  ;  and  even  this 
was  divided  by  two  parties  :  one  of  which  declared  in  flivour  of  Icetes, 
and  the  Carthaginians.  As  it  happened,  they  both  approached  the. 
place  together  :  but  Icetes  had  five  thoufand  men,  and  Timoleon  only 
twelve  hundred.  The  latter  however  was  victorious  ;  and  Adranum 
opened  its  gates.  After  which  Mamercus,  tyrant  of  Catana,  fought 
his  friendfhip ;  and  Dionyfius  himfelf  fent  to  Timoleon,  furrendered 
the  citadel  to  the  Corinthia^ns,  and  took  refuge  in  the  camp  of  Timo- 
leon :  who  fent  him  to  Corinth,  where  he  ended  his  life  as  a  private 
perfon. 

Icetes  flill  continued  to  befiege  the  citadel,  though  he  no  longer  be- 
fieged  Dionyfius,  and  fent  two  men  from  Syracufe  ;  who  were  to 
afTafTinate  Timoleon  ;  but  his  plot  mifcarried.  Pie  likewife  difpatched 
meffengers  to  Mago,  the  General  of  Carthage;  who  took  pofTeflion  of 
the  haven  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  fhips,  and  ftationed  fixty  thoufand 
men  in  Syracufe. 

By  the  aid  of  fmall  vefTels,  Timoleon,  befieged  in  the  citadel,  ob- 
tained provifions  from  Catana  ;  which  place  Mago  and  Icetes,  with 
the  flower  of  their  fleet,  failed  to  attack.  However,  they  were  quickly 
obliged  to  return  :  for  Leo,  the  Corinthian,  had  taken  that  quarter  of 
Syracufe  which  was  called  Achradina  j  and  which,  except  the  fmall 
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ifland  and  the  citadel,  was  the  ftrongeft  part  of  the  city.  Of  this,  not 
being  able  to  recover  it,  they  were  obliged  to  leave  the  Corinthians  in 
pofTellion. 

A  reinforcement  was  fent  to  Timoleon,  from  Corinth,  of  tv\^o  thou- 
fand  foot,  and  two  hundred  horfe  :  but  they  were  long  detained  in 
Italy,  by  Hanno,  a  General  of  the  Carthaginians  ;  who  guarded  the 
flraits  with  a  fleet.  Weary  of  waiting,  Hanno  employed  a  ftratagem, 
decorated  his  crew  with  garlands  after  the  Grecian  manner,  and  his 
fhips  with  Greek  fliields  ;  hoping,  by  this  artifice,  to  furprife  the 
citadel  of  Syracufe :  inftead  of  which,  he  fuffered  the  Corinthians  to 
efcape,  and  join  Timoleon  ;  who,  by  their  aid,  took  Mefhna,  and 
marched  with  four  thoufand  men  againft  Syracufe. 

He  pitched  his  camp  near  that  of  the  enemy:  the  Greek  foldiers  of 
which  often  mingled  with  the  Corinthians,  as  they  fifhed  for  eels  in 
the  marfh  Aear  the  city,  with  whom  they  entered  into  converfation. 
The  Corinthians  repeatedly  reproached  them  for  having  fold  them- 
felves  for  the  pay  of  Barbarians,  and  endeavoured  to  fubje£l  a  Greek 
town  to  a  tyrant.  Mago  became  terrified  with  the  fear  of  being  be- 
trayed by  his  foldiers;  and,  panic-ftruck,  led  his  army  back  to  Africa  : 
renouncing  the  conqueft  of  Sicily :  after  which,  Timoleon  gained  a 
fplendid  vid:ory  over  Icetes,  and  remained  mafter  of  Syracufe. 

He  did  not  imitate  Dion,  in  fparing  the  citadel  ;  but  invited  the 
people  to  deftroy  this  monument  of  tyranny.  The  city  had  been  fo 
wafted  that,  in  many  places,  the  horfes  might  graze  while  their  grooms 
lay  down  in  the  grafs  :  for  whi<:h  reafon  Timoleon,  in  common  with 
the  people  of  Syracufe,  •wrote  to  Corinth  ;  requefting  that  new  inha- 
bitants might  be  fent  from  Greece.  Many  other  towns  were  become 
the  refort  of  ftags,  and  wild  boars  ;  and  hunters  fettled  in  feveral  of 
their  fuburbs  :  befide  which,  the  neceffity  of  new  inhabitants  became 
the  more  preffing  becaufe  that  the  Carthaginians,  who  had  crucified 
the  body  of  Mago  after  he  had  killed  himfelf,  were  preparing  for  a  new 
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When  this  letter  was  read  in  Corinth,  its  citizens  afforded  an  example 
cf  juftice,  and  magnanimity,  which,  while  it  deeply  difgraced  the 
Athenians  and  Lacedemonians,  redounded  to  their  immortal  honour. 
In  poiTelTion  of  the  greatcft  of  all  the  Greek  towns,  the  Corinthians 
did  not  appropriate  Syracufeto  themfelves;  w^hich  would  have  fecured 
to  them  the  conquefl  of  Sicily ;  but  fent  ambail'adors  to  all  the  public 
games  in  Greece,  and  the  cities  where  the  people  afl'embled  :  declaring 
that  the  Corinthians,  having  driven  the  tyrants  from  Syracufe  and  fet 
•the  city  free,  now  invited  all  the  difperfed  Syracufianc,  and  other 
Greeks  that  had  fled  from  Sicily,  to  return  ;  in  the  perfect  afTurance 
of  living  according  to  their  own  laws.  They  even  fent  the  fame  in- 
vitations  to  Afia,  and  the  iflands  to  which  mofi  of  the  fugitives  had 
retired  ;  with  the  information  that  they  would  provide  veffels,  and  a 
fafe  convoy,  at  their  own  expence,  for  fuch  as  Ihould  defire  to  return 
and  fettle  again  in  Sicily.  The  people,  thus  invited,  repaired  from  ail 
parts  to  Corinth  ;  and,  with  the  addition  of  fome  Corinthians  and 
other  Greeks,  at  length  completed  the  number  of  ten  thoufand. 

Many  new  fcttlers  came  likewife  to  Syracufe,  from  other  parts  of 
Sicily  and  Italy.  Timoleon  fhared  the  lands  among  them  ;  and  the 
poverty  of  the  Syracufians  induced  them  to  fell  their  ftatues  :  but  not 
till  they  had  firft  fat  in  judgment  over  each  :  on  which  occafion  the 
ftatue  of  Gelo  was  exempted,  and  preferved, 

Timoleon  now  was  defirous  of  giving  freedom  to  all  Sicily  ;  and 
obliged  Icetes  to  renounce  his  alliance  with  Carthage,  and  his  govern- 
ment of  the  Leontini,  and  to  promife  that  he  would  difmantle  his 
fortreffes.  Leptines,  the  tyrant  of  Apollonia  and  other  little  towns, 
having  furrendered  to  Timoleon,  was  fent  by  him  to  Corinth.  He 
then  undertook,  aided  by  Cephalus  and  Dionyfnis,  two  Corinthians, 
to  form  a  new  conflitution  for  Syracufe  ;  and  likewife  fent  two  com- 
manders into  the  territories  of  the  Carthaginians,  who  fet  many  of  the 
towms  free. 

An  army  of  feventy  thoufand  Carthaginians  having  landed  at  h'tly^ 

Vol,  IL  -^  B         -  haum^ 
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baum,  under  the  command  of  Hafdrubal  and  Hamilcar,  they  marched 
againft  Syracufe  ;  and  were  met  by  Tlmoleon,  with  five  thoufand  foot 
and  a  thoufand  horfe.  It  was  on  this  occafion,  as  I  have  related  in  a 
former  letter  *,  that  he  with  wonderful  prefence  of  mind  turned  what 
was  thought  a  prognoftic  of  death  into  an  omen  of  vidory,  when  he 
crowned  himfelf  with  parfley. 

Timoleon  profited  by  the  moment  when  the  enemy  were  paffing 
the  river  Crhmfus  ;  when  a  thick  fog  favoured  the  fmall  army  of  the 
Corinthians,  while  a  ftorm  of  rain  and  hail  difcharged  itfelf  in  the  face 
of  the  Carthaginians,  who  were  vanquifhed  and  loft  above  ten  thoufand 
men  with  their  camp:  in  which  the  Corinthians  found  an  immenfe  booty. 

Mamercus,  the  tyrant  of  Catana,  and  Icetes  now  formed  a  mutual 
alliance,  with  each  other  and  with  the  Carthaginians ;  from  whom 
they  entreated  new  forces  :  and  Gefcon,  or  Gilcon,  was  fent  with 
feventy  fhips,  who  took  pofTeffion  of  Meffina,  and  killed  four  hundred 
of  the  foldiers  of  Timoleon,  that  lay  there  in  garrifon. 

Icetes  after  having  made  confiderable  booty  in  the  territories  of 
Syracufe,  loft  a  battle  againft  Timoleon  :  who  foon  after,  leading  his 
army  into  the  territories  of  Leontium,  took  Icetes,  his  fon,  and  the  com- 
mander of  his  horfe,  prifoners ;  who  were  put  to  death.  Timoleon 
then  marched  back  to  Syracufe,  where  the  people  had  condemned  and 
executed  the  wife  and  daughter  of  Icetes.  This  ad  of  injuftice  is  a 
ftain  on  the  otherwife  virtuous  charader  of  Timoleon:  becaufe,  accord- 
ing to  Plutarch,  had  he  interpofed,  it  might  have  been  prevented. 

The  Carthaginians  afked  for  peace,  and  the  river  Halycus  was  again 
the  ftipulated  boundary  f.  Mamercus  furrenderedhimf^f  to  Timoleon,, 

*  See  letter  Ixxxix. 

\  Plutarch  calls  it  L-^cus^  but  Cluverius  and  Dacler  read /r«/;r///.  DIodorus  Hkewife 
calls  this  boundary  river  L^cus ;  and  all  the  copies  of  this  author  agree  in  the  fame  read- 
ing :  but  as  the  Halycus  had  been  the  boundary  river  before,  and  as  I  know  of  no  Lycus 
among  the  rivers  of  Sicily,  I  conjedure  that  the  name  Lycus  was  a  common  abbreviation 
in  the  time  of  Dodorus  of  the  word  Halycus.    Plutarch  writes  Lycus  becaufe  he  found  it 

io  written  in  Diodorus. 

OR 
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on  condition  that  he  (liould  be  judged  by  the  Syraculians,  and  that 
Timoleon  fhould  not  be  the  accufer.  When  he  addreiTed  himfelf  to 
the  people,  they  evidently  fhewed  that  they  were  inexorable  ;  and, 
fuddenly  rifing,  he  ran  to  dafli  his  head  againft  a  pillar  :  but,  as  he 
did  not  kill  himfelf  as  he  intended,  he  was  executed  like  a  common 
malefadior. 

Having  fwept  the  ifland  of  tyrants  and  foreign  foes,  Timoleon  ob- 
tained increafmg  refped.  Cities  from  which  the  terrified  inhabitants 
had  fled  were  again  peopled  ;  not  only  by  the  returning  citizens,  but 
by  new  fettlers  from  Greece. 

Among  thefe  cities  were  Agrlgentum  and  Gela  ;  and  all  of  them 
confidered  Timoleon  as  their  founder.  Without  him  no  treaty  was 
concluded,  no  law  promulgated,  no  colony  eflabliflied,  nor  any  con- 
ftitution  planned.  His  mafter  hand  extended  itfelf  over  all  Sicily ; 
imparting  to  each  adt  a  crov/n  and  a  grace  which  charaderized  the 
genius  of  this  hero  :  fo  that  it  was  common,  as  Plutarch  after  Timseus 
obferves,  for  people  to  apply  the  verfe  of  Sophocles  to  him,  where  the 
poet  exclaims — 

Ts5e  ^vvn^ailo  ; 

Oh  Gods  ;  what  Venus,  or  what  Grace  divnie. 
Has  touched  the  work  ? 

Two  of  the  demagogues  uttered  various  flanders  againft  this  great 
man  ;  and,  when  the  citizens  were  enraged  at  the  demand  of  one, 
who  required  him  to  appear  and  plead  to  an  indictment,  he  pacified 
them  by  obferving  he  had  encountered  fo  many  dangers  only  that  the 
Syracufians  fhould  be  free  to  accufe  :  and,  after  having  heard  the  dif- 
courfe  of  the  other,  he  exclaimed — "I  thank  the  Gods  for  having 
"  granted  my  frequent  requeft  :  for  I  now  fee  the  day  when  every 
"  man  in  Syracufe  is  permitted  to  fpeak  all  that  he  thinks." 

Timoleon  never  quitted  the  Syracufians ;  but  in  his  old  age  became 
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blind,  and  the  fage  was  then  treated  by  them  with  the  moft  heartfelt 
refped:.  His  funeral  was  attended  with  extraordinary  folemnity.  The 
grateful  citizens  erected  a  monument  to  his  memory ;  and  near  it  a 
gymnafium,for  the  exercife  of  their  youth,  which  was  called  after  him 
Timoleonthim.  He  died  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  iioth  Olympiad, 
2>?>S  years  before  Chrift. 

After  the  death  of  Timoleon,  Syracufe  enjoyed  a  calm  of  twenty 
years.  At  lead  we  hear  of  no  outrageous  demagogues  ;  whofe  reign- 
ing influence  is  no  lefs  hateful  and  indeed  no  lefs  dangerous,  to  the 
citizen  of  worth  and  underftanding,  than  the  rule  of  a  tyrant.  If  the 
charadier  of  the  Syracufians  be  fcrutinized,  who  were  as  incapable  of 
true  freedom  as  they  were  impatient  under  flavery,  it  will  greatly  re- 
dound to  the  glory  of  Timoleon  that  the  conftitution  he  gave  them 
continued  for  twenty  years  after  his  deceafe. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  the  1 15th  Olympiad,  315  years  before  Chrift, 
Agathocles  aflumed  the  fovereignty  of  Syracufe  *'.  He  was  the  fon 
of  the  potter  Carcinus,  from  Rhegium  ;  who  himfelf  fettled  at 
ThermcC,  the  prefent  Sciacca  ;  a  town  in  the  Sicilian  territories  of  Car- 
thage ;  and  had  Agathocles  by  a  wife  of  that  city. 

Carcinus  became  a  citizen  of  Syracufe  during  the  life  of  Timoleon  ; 
and  Agathocles  learned  the  trade  of  his  father,  who  v/as  poor  and  foon 
died.  The  youth  gained  riches  by  the  moft  fhameful  voluptuoufnefs ; 
and  refped  by  his  eifrontery,  which  frequently  is  fufficient  to  raife  a 
man  to  notice  under  a  democracy;  and  to  conceal  his  real  intentions  if 
they  happen,  as  was  here  the  cafe,  to  be  accompanied  by  fhining  talents. 
Nay  how  often  do  they  fucceed  without  any  talents ! 

In  a  campaign  againft  the  Agrigentini,  Agathocles  was  appointed  the 
leader  of  a  thoufand  men  ;  which  command  was  given  him  by  Damos, 
a  general  by  whofe  fubftance  he  enriched  himfelf.  After  the  death  of 
Damos,  he  married  his  wealthy  widow.  He  then  accompanied  Hera- 
clides  and  Sofiftratus;  who  were  the  leaders  of  an  army  of  Syracufians, 

*  Dlod.  1.  xix.  vol.  ii-  p.  318. 
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Tent  In  aid  of  the  Crotoniata  againft  the  Bruttil  Thefe  are  both  called 
by  Diodorus  bad  men ;  and  Sofiftratus  denied  that  reward  to  Agatho- 
cles  which  he  believed  his  valour  had  deferved.  Agathocles  accufed 
him,  but  was  not  heard  ;  and  Sofiftratus,  after  his  return,  found  hiinfelf 
poflefled  of  great  power. 

Agathocles  and  his  dependants  made  an  InefFedual  attempt  upon 
Croton,  which  was  allied  to  Syracufe.  He  then  went  to  Tarentum 
where  he  was  received  as  one  of  the  foldiers  of  this  republic  ;  but  was 
afterward  baniftied,  as  a  dangerous  man.  He  next  afforded  aid  to  the 
Rhegini,  which  was  befieged  by  Heraclides  and  Sofiftratus  :  foon  after 
which  Sofiftratus  was  fent  into  exile,  and  Agathocles  returned  to 
Syracufe. 

A  war  now  arofe  between  the  fugitives,  headed  by  Sofiftratus,  and 
the  citizens.     The  Carthaginians  took  part  with  the  former,  and  Aga- 
thocles gained  honour  in  Gela ;  where  his   daring  brought  him  into 
great  danger,  he  having  received  feven  wounds  and  efcaped  by  united 
courage  and  caution.     When  he  came  back  to  Syracufe,   the   Corin- 
thian Aceftorides,   who  had  been  chofen  one  of  the  Strategl,  thought 
him  dangerous,  and  commanded  him  to  leave  the  city.     A'^athocles 
conjectured  that  Aceftorides  fought  his  life :  he  therefore  fent  one  of 
his  flaves,  who  was  nearly  of  his  own  ftature,  armed  like  himfelf,  clothed 
in  his   garb,  and  mounted  on  his  own  horfe,  out  of  the  city  ;  and 
efcaped  himfelf  in  a  mean  difguife.     He  paffed   unmolefted ;  but,  in 
the  darknefs  of  night,  the  flave  was  miftaken  for  him,  and  aflaftinated. 
The  Syracufians  once  more  received  Sofiftratus  and  the  other  fu'^i- 
lives,  and  made  peace  with  Carthage ;  and  Agathocles,  at  the  head  of 
a  company  of  armed  men,  continued  on  the  Mediterranean  ftiores  of 
the  ifland  :  from  which  he  occafioned  much  vexation  to  Carthage,  and 
Syracufe.     This  produced  his  recall :   but  the  Syracufians   made  him 
fwear,  in  the  temple  of  Ceres,  that  he  would  undertake  nothinp-  ao-ainft 
the  democratic  conftitution. 

He  played  the  part  of  a  zealous  democrat ;  and,  like   moft  of  the 

3  demagogues 
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demagogues  of  the  people,  while  he  reviled  the  nobleft  and  beft  citizens, 
he  employed  with  art  and  plan  the  powers  of  popularity,  that  he  might 
exercife  the  rapacity  of  a  tyrant.  Being  appointed  one  of  the  Strategi, 
^nd  guardians  of  peace,  he  approached  the  goal  at  which  he  aimed ; 
and  found  no  obftacle  in  his  way,  except  the  Syracufian  council  of 
fix  hundred :  which  confided  of  the  moft  refpedable  citizens. 

Under  the  pretext  of  a  trifling  attack  upon  the  revolters,  he 
affembled  three  thoufand  men  from  the  heart  of  the  country  ;  who  had 
formerly  fought  under  his  banners,  and  to  whom  he  added  numbers  of 
people  of  the  loweft  clafs.  At  break  of  day,  he  ftationed  them  all  in 
the  Timoleontium :  he  then  called  on  Pifarchus,  and  Decles  j  who  took 
with  them  a  company  of  forty  friends,  as  a  convoy. 

Agathocles  pretended  that  they  were  come  to  murder  him,  caufed 
them  to  be  feized,  and  complained  that  the  fix  hundred  wifhed  to  kill 
him  becaufe  of  his  love  to  the  people:  who,  hearing  this,  founded  the 
trumpet  of  alarm,  and  commanded  the  foldiers  to  put  the  guilty  to 
death,  and  to  plunder  the  houfes  of  the  fix  hundred  and  all  their  ad- 
herents. 

The  gates  were  fnut,  and  the  city  as  much  afflided  as  if  it  had  been 
taken  by  the  Carthaginians.  The  terror  indeed  muft  have  been  much 
greater,  for  it  was  more  fudden.  The  infurgents  afTafTinated,  broke 
open  houfes,  pillaged,  and  indulged  themfelves  in  every  crime  of 
cruelty  and  luft.  Above  four  thoufand  citizens  fell;  nor  did  the 
temples  afford  them  any  fafety.  All  hiftory  proves  a  truth,  which  our 
neighbours  and  enemies  at  prefent  place  in  a  fearful  light,  and  which 
I^ichtwehr  has  fo  happily  exprelTed  : 

Der  furchtet  ke'uie  Goiter ; 
Der  keities  meufchen  fchoitt . 

Who  fears  not  any  God  ; 
Who  fpares  not  any  man. 

Above  fix  thoufand  fled,  and  moft  of  them  to  Agrigentum.     After 
I  the 
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tlie  malfacrehad  continued  two  days,  Agathocles  addrelled  tlie  peoDJc 
congratulated  them  on  having  preferved  their  freedom,  and  declared 
that  now,  after  fo  great  a  work,  he  would  renounce  all  office,  and  live 
among  them  like  one  of  themfelves.  On  this,  loud  exclamations  arofe; 
calling  on  him  to  guard  the  good  of  all,  and  live  for  the  welfare  of  his 
country.  Thofe  who  were  moH:  imbrued  in  the  blood  of  the  beft  citi- 
zens, and  had  enriched  themfelves  by  their  depredations,  were  the  mod 
clamorous  ;  and  he  accepted,  as  if  obliged  to  accept,  the  office  of  Stra- 
tegus :  but  on  condition  that  he  iliould  have  no  colleagues ;  becaufe, 
as  he  alleged,  he  would  avoid  th^  danger  which  arifes  from  partici- 
pating in  the  guilt  of  thofe  who  fliould  ad  contrary  to  the  laws  of  their 
country.  Accordingly,  the  v/hole  power,,  with  this  office,,  was  com- 
mitted into  his  hands. 

He  ftill  farther  increafed  the  number  of  his  partifans,  by  the  remif- 
fion  of  debts,  the  divifion  of  the  lands,  and  by  gifts,  fair  fpeeches,  and 
extraordinary  condefcenfion.  He  neither  wore  a  diadem,  nor  main- 
tained a  body  guard ;  but  preferved  an  open  intercourfe  with  the  citi- 
zens. The  public  revenues  were  adminiftered  by  him  carefully  ;  fhips 
were  built,  arms  were  forged,  and  the  territories  of  Syracufe  wer^ 
increafed  by  the  addition  of  fome  of  the  inland  towns  of  Sicily. 

Two  years  afterward,  he  took  a  fortrefs  that  belonged  to  Meffina, 
laid  a  ranfom  on  it  of  thirty  talents,  and  received  the  money  :  but,  in- 
ftead  of  giving  up  the  place,  marched  againft  the  city.  He  made  peace 
however,  and  rellored  the  fortrefs ;  becaufe  the  Carthaginians  fent  to 
him,  to  complain  of  the  injuftice  committed  againft  Meffina.  From 
Meffina,  he  went  to  AbacanujUy  an  allied  city ;  where  he  put  about 
forty  citizens  to  death. 

The  fugitive  Syracufians,  who  refidedln  Agrigentum,  exhorted  the 
chiefs  of  that  city  rather  to  declare  againft  Agathocles,  before  his  power 
was  inereafed,^than  to  wait  till  he  had  fubjedted  them,  as  well  as  others, 
under  the  yoke.  The  Agrlgentini  felt  the  force  of  this  argument,  made 
aa  alliance  with  the  people  of  Gela  and  Meffina,  declared  war  againft. 

AgathocleSg, 
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Agathocles,  and  looked  round  them  for  a  leader.  They  determuied  to 
choofe  a  ftranger,  becaufe  they  dreaded  the  ambition  of  their  own  citi- 
zens, and  fcnt  to  Sparta ;  where  they  found  Acrotatus,  the  fon  of 
Cleomenes,  King  of  Lacedaetnon,  a  very  proper  perfon  to  head  their 
enterprife. 

Without  waiting  for  the  confent  of  the  Ephorl,  Acrotatus  failed, 
with  a  few  vclfels,  and  was  driven  by  a  itorm  to  Italy :  where,  profit- 
ing by  this  circumftance,  he  perfuaded  the  Tarentini  to  take  part  in 
the  deliverance  of  Syracufe,  and  they  promifed  him  twenty  fhips. 
■  While  the  Tarentini  were  arming,  he  failed  to  Agrigentum  ;  and 
there  adminiflered  the  affairs  of  government,  as  chief  of  the  republic. 
The  people  at  hrfl  cheriflied  great  hopes  of  this  man  ;  but  he  fulfilled 
none  of  them,  fhewed  himfelf  tyrannical  and  debauched,  and  diffipated 
the  public  revenues :  partly  by  his  bad  adminiftration,  and  partly  by 
his  treachery.  He  likewife  bafely  murdered  Sofiftratus,  whom  he  had 
invited  to  a  banquet ;  becaufe  he  dreaded  the  refped  in  which  he  was 
held.  As  foon  as  this  adion  became  public,  the  fugitives  affembled  ; 
and  would  have  ftoned  him,  had  he  not  fled  back  to  Sparta,  over- 
whelmed with  difgrace. 

The  Tarentini  now  recalled  their  vefTels ;  and  the  people  of  Gela 
and  MefTina,  through  the  mediation  of  Hamilcar,  made  peace  with 
Agathocles :  on  condition  that,  of  the  towns  of  the  Greeks,  Heraclea, 
SeUnus,  and  Himera,  fhould  appertain  to  Carthage;  and  that  all  the 
others  fliould  live  according  to  their  own  laws,  but  acknowledge  the 
fovereignty  of  Syracufe  •'•'". 

Agathocles  now,  feeing  Sicily  freed  from  foreign  armies,  conquered 

*  Panormus,  Motya,  and  Solus,  are  not  here  in  queftion  :  becaufe  thefe  cities  were  of 
Phoenician-origin,  and  would  not  be  at  enmity  with  the  Carthaginians.  T«$  5"  a.\x«$ 
wacraj  avrovofxai  mat,  rr\v  hy^jJ'Oviav  exoi/twv  llu^aKiiaiuv.  I  muft  remark  that  the  word  fove- 
reignty, which  I  have  ufed,  appears  (Ironger  to  me  than  the  Greek  word,  hytfMvm:  but, 
be  that  as  it  will,  hiftory  informs  us  that,  whenever  the  cities  of  Athens  or  Sparta  meant, 
by  the  word  rty^ixoviay  to  exprefs  their  authority  over  other  States,  this  authority  foon 
degenerated  into  defpotic  caprice. 

many 
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many  towns.  He  likewife  increafed  the  foldler's  pay:  becaufe 
he  forefaw  that  the  Carthaginians  would  be  difTatisfied  with  the 
treaty  made  by  Hamilcar,  and  would  foon  declare  war.  For  this  rea- 
fon,  he  fuddenly  Tent  an  army  into  the  territories  of  Meffina ;  where 
he  took  many  prifoners,  becaufe  they  had  received  all  the  fugitives  that 
had  there  taken  refuge.  The  Meffmians  were  difconfolate,  drove 
away  the  fugitives,  and  received  Agathocles  and  his  army  into  the  city; 
who  behaved  with  great  complacency  :  but,  after  he  had  called  together 
all  the  citizens  of  MeiTma  and  Tauromenium,  who  had  oppofed  him, 
he  caufed  fix  hundred  of  them  to  be  ftrangled. 

He  now  intended  to  have  marched  againft  Agrigentum  ;  but  he 
heard  that  the  Carthaginians  had  landed  with  fixty  fhips,  and  had 
wafted  the  provinces  of  the  Agrigentini ;  where  he  had  taken  fome 
flrong  places,  and  others  had  furrendered  to  him. 

The  fugitives,  having  chofen  Dinocrates  for  their  leader,  entreated 
aid  of  the  Carthaginians ;  and  Dinocrates  fent  a  body  of  men  by  ni^ht 
into  the  town  of  the  Centurip'mi^  with  fome  of  whom  he  had  a  p-ood 
imderftanding :  but  thefe  troops  were  flain  by  Agathocles,  who  put 
fuch  of  the  Centiiriphii  to  death  as  had  taken  part  with  the  fugitives. 

A  fleet  of  fifty  Carthaginian  fhips  failed  into  the  great  harbour  of 
Syracufe:  but  here  they  effedled  nothing,  except  that  they  funk  a 
tranfport  that  belonged  to  Athens,  after  they  had  chopped  off  the  hands 
of  the  feamen.  Soon  afterward,  fome  of  their  fliips,  on  the  coaft  of 
BrutUitm^  the  lower  Calabria,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  commanders  of 
Agathocles  ;  who  retaliated  their  own  cruelty  upon  themfelves. 

Dinocrates,  with  five  thoufand  men,  took  pofTeflion  of  the  little  town 
cf  Galaria  ;  to  which  he  had  been  invited  by  the  citizens :  but  it  was 
retaken  by  one  of  the  officers  of  Agathocles,  who  put  to  death  the 
chiefs  of  the  party  that  had  advifed  the  revolt. 

Agathocles,  having  time  after  time  infmuated  foldiers  into  Gcia,  at 

lail  came  in  perfon,  caufed  four  thoufand  of  the  citizens  to  be  iirangled, 

obliged  the  remainder  to  deliver  up  all  the  coined  and  uncoined  gold 
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and  lilvcr,  placed  a  garrlfoii  in  the  city,  and  then  marched  agaliiR  the 
Carthaginians. 

He  was  overcome  in  a  great  battle,  near  the  mountain  Ecnomos, 
bv  Hamilcar ;  in  which  about  live  thoufavid  Carthaginians  and  fevea 
thoiifand  of  the  army  of  Agathocles  were  flain:  which  induced  him  to 
burn  his  camp,  and  march  back  to  Gela,  and  Hamilcar  took  poireffion 
of  many  ftrong  places,  and  treated  the  inhabitants  with  kindnefs. 

The  people  of  Camarina,  Leontium,  Catana,  Tauromenium,  Meffina, 
and  AbacGcnum,  declared  for  the  Carthaginians.  Agathocles  returned 
to  Syracufe,  ftrengthened  the  walls,  and  provided  the  city  with  corn. 

After  their  victory  *,  the  Carthaginians  were  in  poiTeffion  of  the 
o-reateft  part  of  Sicily  ;  and  there  was  no  appearance  that  Agathocles 
would  be  able  to  withftand  them,  when  he  came  to  a  determination  as 
wife  as  it  w^as  daring,  which  deferves  the  admiration  of  the  lateft  pofte- 

rity. 

Unaccuftomed  as  the  Syracufians  were  to  fee  an  enemy  before  their 
walls,  living  in  all  the  voluptuoufnefs  of  profperity,  furrounded  by 
tribes  whom  it  had  been  their  practice  feverely  to  opprefs,  they  faw 
themfelves  pofleffed  of  a  country  which  was  rich  in  every  kind  of 
produdion.  Agathocles  therefore  perceived  that  the  Carthaginians 
were  enemies  who  muft  be  grappled  with  in  the  heart  of  their  own 
country,  or  they  could  not  be  driven  from  the  ifland,  of  the  greateft 
part  of  which  they  were  now  in  pofTeffion-r 

Agreeably  to  his  habits,  he  debafed  the  grandeur  of  this  enterprife 
by  cruelty,  and  fraud.  He  committed  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  in 
Syracufe  to  his  brother,  Antandrus  ;  and,  as  he  did  not  think  himfelf 
fecure  during  his  abfence,  without  appearing  fo  to  do,  he  took  hoftages 
with  him  :  fuch  as  a  brother,  or  a  fon  ;  leaving  the  other  brother,  or  the 
father,  behind.  He  borrowed  money  of  the  merchants,  caufed  guardians 
to  furrender  the  eftates  of  minors,  under  the  pretext  of  their  being  more 
fecure,  as  he  likewife  did  the  ornaments  of  the  principal  women  and 

*  Diod.  1,  XX. 

the 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 


379 


the  decorations  of  the  temples,  and,  when  ieveral  of  the  moft  wealthy- 
citizens  withdrew  from  Syracufe,  he  fent  his  foldiers  in  purfuit  of  them, 
caufed  them  to  be  flrangled,  and  feized  on  their  eJfFedls. 

Sixty  Ihips  w^ere  armed  ;  and  Agathocles  waited  for  a  favourable 
moment,  at  a  time  when  no  one  knew  his  intentions.  Some  imagined 
he  would  attack  the  Sicilian  provinces  of  Carthage  ;  others  that  he  was 
projeding  a  defcent  on  Italy;  and,  to  all,  his  adions  appeared  to  be 
thofe  of  a  madman. 

The  fleet  of  the  Carthaginians  for  a  time  prevented  him  from  fail- 
ing; but  the  chace  of  the  enemy,  after  fome  tranfports,  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  leaving  the  haven,  with  all  his  force.  The  Cartha- 
ginians fuppofed  his  intention  was  to  aid  the  tranfports,  and  flackened 
fail  in  order  to  give  him  battle :  but,  when  they  faw  him  fail  into  the 
open  fea,  and  perceived  that  he  had  already  got  to  a  confiderable 
diftance,  they  followed  in  purfuit ;  and  would  have  overtaken  him,  had 
not  the  night  intervened. 

After  a  pafTage  of  fix  days,  on  the  dawn  of  the  feventh,  the  Sicilian 
mariners  beheld  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  on  their  back,  and  the  coafl:  of 
Africa  before  them.  The  oars  now  were  plied  with  unrelaxing  efforts. 
Should  the  Carthaginians  come  up  with  and  conquer  them,  Sicily 
would  be  lofl:,  and  they  anticipated  the  mofl:  cruel  flavery.  Accuftomed 
to  the  exercife,  the  Carthaginians  rowed  the  fafteft  :  but  the  Greeks 
were  nearefl:  the  ihore.  The  arrows  however  of  the  leading  veflel  of 
Carthage  could  reach  the  laft  of  the  fliips  of  Agathocles ;  who  not- 
withflanding  landed,  and  the  Carthaginians  cafl:  anchor  about  an 
arrow-fhot  from  the  coaft. 

Having  aflfembled  his  army,  Agathocles  facrificed  to  Ceres  and  Pro- 
ferpine  J  and,  clothing  himfelf  in  a  fplendid  robe  and  placing  a  garland 
on  his  temples,  he  declared  that,  while  purfued  by  the  Carthaginians, 
he  had  made  a  vow  to  offer  up  the  fhips  to  Ceres  and  Proferpine  ;  the 
guardian  GoddeflTes  of  the  ifland.     The  facrifice  was  the  prognoflic  of 

3  ^*  2  vidtory. 


.go  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

vidory,  and  they  might  boldly  burn  their  fleet  j  for,  having  conquered, 
better  Tnips  would  be  in  their  power. 

On  this  a  torch  was  brought  to  him  and  to  each  commander  of  a 
galley.  Agathocles  placed  himfelf  at  the  ftern  of  his  veflel,  his  example 
was  followed,  the  flames  rofe,  the  trumpet  founded,  and  the  {hores 
echoed  with  the  fupplicatory  vows  of  the  army  for  their  fafe  return. 

By  this  daring  adion,  Agathocles  gained  two  advantages.  Had  he 
not  deftroyed  the  fnips,  he  mud  have  divided  his  forces :  otherwife 
they  would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy:  and  to  divide 
his  forces  was  not  only  to  weaken  his  numbers  but  to  give  the  foldiers 
hopes  that,  if  they  could  not  conquer,  they  might  fly,  and  again  reach 
.home.     At  prefent,  vidory  was  their  only  truft. 

The  enthufiafm  of  the  SiciUans  began  to  expire  with  the  expiring; 
flames  :  but  Agathocles  gave  them  no  time  for  the  repentance  to  v;hich 
they  were  prone.  He  led  them  into  the  territories  of  a  place  called 
the  great  city :  Mg^aAw  UoXn  :  the  Punic  name  of  which,  if  I  do  not 
Tnifi:ake,is  unknown.  Here  they  were  cheered  by  the  profped  of  the 
frailing  plains  ;  where  plenty  of  every  kind  gladdened  the  eyes  and 
.animated  the  hopes  of  the  army.  Vineyards,  orchards,  corn  fields,, 
flocks,  well  watered  pafl:ures  and  meadows,  magnificent  country 
houfes,  and  the  city  itfelf,  invited  them  to  fall  on  and  plunder.. 

Agathocles  commanded  them  to  attack  the  city;  which  he  con- 
quered, ftripped,  enriched  the  foldiers  with  its  booty,  and  thus  infpired 
them  all  w4th  courage.  He  foon  afterv/ard  took  poflfeflTion  of  another 
place;  which  Diodorus  calls  the  white  Tynes^  and  in  both  of  thefe  he: 
left  garrifons. 

The  mariners  of  Carthage  had  contemplated  the  flaming  fleet  of  the  • 
Syracufians  as  a  charming  fpedacle :  but  they  foon  recolleded  what 
might  be  the  confequences,  hung  Ikins  over  their  fhips,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  that  people,  to  denote  that  their  country  was  in  danger, 
and  fent  melTengers  to  Carthage  to  relate  the  whole  occurrence  as  It 

had 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  381 

had  happened.     They  likewife  took  the  iron  prows  of  the  veflels  that 
were  burnt. 

The  melTengers  found  Carthage  hi  the  utmoft  confternation;  for 
the  country  people  had  ah'eady  announced  the  prefence  of  the  enemy, 
and  it  was  imagined  that  their  whole  army  muft  have  perifhed  in  Sicily: 
otherwife  Agathocles  would  not  have  dared  to  have  made  fuch  an 
attack. 

Diflatisfied  with  their  generals,  the  Carthaginians  appointed  Hanna 
and  Bomilcar  to  the  command;  men  who  cherifhed  an  inherited  hatred 
againft  each  other,  but  from  whom  it  was  hoped  that  their  private 
griefs  would  have  been  facrificed  to  the  public  good.  Not  giving 
time  to  colled:  people  from  the  neighbouring  country,  thefe  leaders 
immediately  armed  forty  thoufand  citizens,  a  thoufand  horfe,  and  two 
thoufand  chariots  of  vv)-ar;  and  were  met  by  Agathocles  with  a  fmall 
army  of  about  fourteen  thoufand  men.. 

Agathocles  had  concealed  many  owls,  and  thefe  he  now  fuffered  to 
fly  about  the  camp.  Thefe  birds,  which  are  confufed  by  the  light  of 
day,  fluttered  blindly  around :  fome  of  them  alighting  on  the  fhields 
and  others  on  the  helmets  of  his  wamors  ;  who  confidered  this  as  an 
excellent  omen,  and  that  Pallas  herfelf,  by  her  facred  bird,  announced 
to  them  the  vid:ory.  Accordingly  the  Carthaginians  were  defeated, 
and  the  vi£tor  took  poffeflion  of  their  camp. 

An  order  was  fent  to  Hamilcar  from  Carthage,  demanding  imme- 
diate aid  ;  as  likewife  were  the  iron  prOws  of  the  Syracufian  fleet.  Ha- 
milcar commanded  the  meflTenger  to  conceal  the  truth,  and  fpread  the 
report  in  the  camp  that  the  whole  fleet  of  Syracufe  and  the  army  had 
periflied.  He  caufed  the  falfehood  to  be  told  to  the  Syracufians,  fum- 
moning  them  at  the  fame  time  to  furrender  their  city,  and  as  a  proof. 
Ihewed  them  the  iron  prows.  The  fl:ory  was  generally  believed;  but  the 
chiefs  of  Syracufe  doubted,  and  afl'embled  thofe  who  were  difllfisfied 
with  their  government,  as  well  as  their  friends  and  relations,  .and  fent 
them,  out  of  the  city.     Syracufe  now  refounded  v/ith  wailings,  not 

onl^i 
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only  for  the  deftrudionof  the  army  but  for  thofe  who  were  driven 
froai  its  walls  ;  to  which  the  enemy  was  approaching,  and  no  faviour 
.  was  near.  The  number  of  the  fugitives  was  about  eight  thoufand  ; 
and,  as  they  had  no  other  place  of  refuge,  they  fled  to  the  Carthagi- 
nians ;  who  received  without  doing  them  injury. 

Hamilcar  led  his  army  immediately  againft  Syracufe,  that  he  might 
profit  by  the  prefent  confufion  of  the  city  :  however  he  once  more 
Tent  to  demand  its  furrender,  and  promifed  fafety  to  Antandrus  and 
his  adherents.  Antandrus  was  inclined  to  comply  ;  but  Erymnon, 
the  ^tolian,  whom  Agathocles  had  appointed  as  the  colleague  of  his 
brother,  oppofed  this  proceeding  and  refufed  to  yield,  till  Hamilcar 
Ihould  demonftrate  the  truth  of  his  relation. 

Hamilcar  was  preparing  his  machines  of  war  when  Nearchus,  one 
lof.the  friends  of  Agathocles,  arrived  in  a  vefTel.  He  had  approached 
Syracufe  by  night,  and  attempted  to  enter  in  the  morning,  his  men 
crowned  with  garlands  and  finging  the  lo  Psean  of  vidory.  The  guard- 
{hips  of  the  Carthaginians  perceived  him,  and  purfued  :  and  the  peo- 
ple from  the  city  and  from  the  camp  of  the  Carthaginians  ran  to  the 
haven.  The  Barbarians  fliouted  ;  the  Syracufians,  who  could  afford 
their  fellow-citizens  no  aid,  offered  up  their  vows  j  and  an  enemy's 
fliip  had  almoft  overtaken  Nearchus,  at  the  very  moment  that  his 
veffel  arrived  near  enough  to  be  proteded  by  the  arrows  of  his  coun- 
trymen. 

Remarking  that  the  whole  attention  of  the  city  was  direded  toward 
the  haven,  Hamilcar  loft  not  a  moment,  but  caufed  ladders  to  be 
raifed  againft  the  walls;  and  his  men  had  nearly  got  poffeffion  of  a 
place,  between  two  towers,  when  the  ufual  patrole  paffed  that  way  and 
gave  the  alarm.  The  Carthaginians  were  then  driven  down  ;  and  the 
.afBided  Hamilcar  withdrew  from  Syracufe,  and  fent  five  thoufand  fol- 
.diers  to  Africa. 

Agathocles  was  now  poffeffed  of  Tynes,  or  Tunis,  had  taken  many 
jftrong  holds  and  fome  towns,  and  had  gained  a  battle  over  the  Cartha- 
ginians. 
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ginlans.  Ham'ilcar,  having  once  more  renewed  his  attack  upon  Syra- 
cufe,  in  confequence  of  a  mutiny  that  rofe  in  his  army,  was  vanqui(hed, 
taken,  and,  after  the  Syracufians  had  reviled  and  tormented  him  in  the 
moil  barbarous  manner,  put  to  death ;  and  his  head  was  fent  to  Aga- 
thocles.  The  befieging  army  then  divided  :  the  Carthaginians  retired 
with  their  leaders,  and  the  fugitives  and  other  Greeks  went  with  Dino- 
crates. 

The  Agrigentini  imagined  they  now  faw  a  favourable  opportunity 
to  obtain  the  command  of  all  Sicily  ;  Agathocles  being  employed  in 
the  territories  of  Carthage,  Dinocrates  and  his  fugitives  not  to  be" 
feared,  and  Syracufe,  fufFering  under  the  want  of  provifions,  in  no 
condition  to  contend  for  prercminence.  To  thefe  motives  they  ra- 
tionally added  the  hatred  of  the  towns  againft  the  Carthaginians  :  and 
the  defire  that  they  had  to  live  according  to  their  own  laws.  They 
therefore  appointed  Xenodocus  their  general,  gave  him  a  confiderable 
army,  and  he  pofTefTed  himfelf  of  Gela.  The  Gelenfes,  glad  of  this 
much  deflred  freedom,  fupported  the  enterprife  of  the  Agrigentini, 
The  hopes  of  liberty  filled  every  town  :  Enna  opened  its  gates  to  the 
Agrigentini,  and  was  freed.  GamarinaandLeontium  were  ravaged  by 
the  foldiers  that  had  been  left  behind  by  Agathocles  ;  and  to  them  Xe- 
nodocus marched,  freed  them  from  their  oppreiTors,  and  likewife  de- 
livered feveral  places  from  the  fetters  of  the  Carthaginians. 

When  the  head  of  Hamilcar  was  brought  to  Agathocles,  he  rode 
Hear  enough  to  the  camp  of  the  Carthaginians  for  them  to  hear  him, 
ihewed  them  the  head  of  their  general,  and  related  the  defeat  of  their 
companions. 

And  now,  when  his  fortune  appeared  to  have  attained  its  fummit, 
he  fell  into  great  danger.  Lycifcus,  one  of  his  moft  valiant  chiefs, 
whom  he  had  invited  to  a  feaft,  being  heated  with  wine  fpoke  bitterly 
againft  Agathocles  ;  who,  as  he  honoured  the  merit  of  the  man,  took 
it  in  good  part :  but  his  fon,  Archagathus,  was  angry  ;  and,  as  Lycifcus 
uttered  farcaftic  reproaches  againft  him,  he  was  ftabbed  by  Archa- 
5  gathiis. 
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gathus.  The  foldlers  ran  together,  flew  to  arms,  demanded  the  deli- 
very of  Archagathus,  and  threatened  Agathocles  with  death,  fhould  he 
refiife. 

The  Carthaginians,  learning  the  caufe  of  this  mutiny,  fent  perfons  to 
excite  the  army  to  revolt.  Many  of  the  leaders  promifed  to  follow 
this  advice  :  but  Agathocles  threw  off  the  purple,  leapt  among  the  fol- 
diers  as  one  of  themfelves,  harangued  them,  and  threatened  to  put 
himfelf  to  death.  The  feeling  of  the  army  now  changed  :  he  was 
pronounced  free,  and  once  more  requefted  to  affume  the  garb  of 
general. 

The  Carthaginians  meanwhile  expelled  that  the  army  would  go 
over  to  them  ;  and,  when  Agathocles  led  his  foldiers  againft  them,  they 
imagined  they  beheld  deferters,  not  enemies,  till  he  ordered  the  trum- 
pet to  found  the  onfet.  Many  of  the  Carthaginians  were  flain  ;  and 
thofe  in  the  army  of  Sicily  that  had  taken  part  with  them  went  over 
to  them,  about  two  hundred  in  number. 

The  Carthaginians  had  marched  into  Numidia  ;  partly  with  an  In- 
tention to  make  new  conquefts,  and  partly  to  chaftife  the  revolted  ; 
whither  they  were  followed  by  Agathocles  with  about  nine  thoufand 
men,  and  he  there  obtained  a  new  victory. 

Anxious  to  omit  nothing  that  might  anfwer  his  purpofe,  Agathocles 
fcot  to  Ophelias  ;  a  Greek,  who  had  fought  under  Alexander,  and 
who  now  governed  Cyrene,  a  Greek  colony  of  Africa  ;  whom  he  in- 
vited to  become  his  ally,  and  tempted  him  by  the  conqueft  of  Libya 
and  Carthage.  Ophelias  gave  ear  to  thefe  arguments,  and  fent  to 
Athens,  demanding  aid  in  this  enterprife  ;  and  many  of  the  Athenians, 
and  other  Greeks,  were  the  more  eafily  induced  to  comply  becaufe 
their  country,  after  many  wars,  was  much  troubled. 

Ophelias  began  his  march  with  ten  thoufand  well-armed  troops  ;  and 
as  many  more  lefs  orderly,  who,  bringing  with  them  their  wives  and 
children,  gave  the  army  the  appearance  of  a  colony.  He  was  alfo 
followed  by  chariots,  and  horfemen  :  but  they  had  a  very  difficult 
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inarch  through  the  Libyan  deferts ;  and,  after  a  journey  of  two  months 
arrived  at  the  army  of  Agathocles.      Ophelias  v/as  received  with  every 
token  of  friendfliip  and  gratitude,  his  army  provic^ed  with  neceflaries 
and  he  was  advifed  by  Agathocles  to  give  his  weary  foldiers  refrelh- 
ment. 

After  a  few  days,  when  the  greateft  part  of  the  army  of  Ophelias 
was  foraging,  Agathocles  harangued  his  foldiers,  accuied  Ophelias  of 
having  under  the  appearance  of  an  ally  endeavoured  to  fupplant  him 
enraged  them,  and  led  them  againfl:  the  Cyreneans.  Ophelias  made 
efforts  to  defend  himfelf ;  but  he  had  few  troops  near  him,  and  xvas 
murdered.  When  this  was  accompliihed,  Agathocles  put  an  end  to 
the  battle  ;  promifed  great  things  to  the  Cyreneans,  and  won  over  the 
whole  army  without  fharing  the  command  with  an  ally  Vv'hom  he  had 
thus  fcandalouily  betrayed. 

At  the  very  time  that  Agathocles  was  committing  this  cruel  ad,  Bo- 
milcar  was  eftablifhing  himfelf  a  tyrant.  Each  was  {0  intent  on  his 
own  plan  that  he  overlooked  the  proceedings  of  the  other.  Had  the 
Carthaginians  fallen  upon  the  camp  of  the  Sicilians,  when  the  latter 
attacked  the  Cyreneans,  by  affording  the  Cyreneans  aid,  they  would 
probably  have  overthrov/n  Agathocles.  And  had  Agathocles  attacked 
Carthage,  when  it  was  diftraded  with  tumult  and  terror  by  the  daring 
ambition  of  Bomilcar,  he  would  have  found  very  little  refiftance. 

Bomilcar  muftered  his  army  in  the  new  town,  which  was  built  near 
Old  Carthage,  and  gave  many  their  difmillion  ;  and,  with  five  hun- 
dred citizens,  who  entered  into  his  plan,  and  four  thoiifand  foldiers, 
he  proclaimed  himfelf  Sovereign.  He  marched  his  army  into  the 
town  in  five  divifions,  and  flrangled  all  who  offered  oppofition. 
During  the  firfl:  confiifion,  the  Carthaginians  imagined  that  the  town 
was  betrayed  to  the  enemy  ;  and,  when  they  underflood  the  truth,  tlu 
young  men  armed  againfl  Bomilcar  ;  vvdiile  he  caufed  the  citizciis  to 
be  flrangled  in  the  flreets,  and  in  the  public  place.  At  length  mef- 
fengers  were  fent,  and  pardon  was   offered  to  the  revolters  j  and  Bo- 

VoL.  II.  3D  milcar 


386  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

milcar  and  liis  adherents  mufl:  have  heen  In  delpau*  of  fuccefs,  for  they 
laid  down  thch*  arms.  The  promife  was  kept  with  the  other  infur- 
jrents ;  but  Bomilcar,  in  defiance  of  an  oath,  was  put  to  death  after  a 
Ihamefal  and  tormenting  manner. 

A<^athocles  took  much  booty,  and  fent  thofe  of  the  Cyreneans  whom 
he  did  not  think  proper  for  war  on  board  of  tranfports  to  Syracufe : 
b'.it,  a  ftorm  overtaking  them,  fome  of  them  were  loft,  others  were  caft 
on  the  Plthecufian  iflands,  Ifchia,  Capri,  and  Frocida,  and  but  few  ar- 
rived at  Syracuie. 

V/hen  Agathocles  heard  that  the  fuccefTors  of  Alexander,  Antlgonus, 
Demetrius,  Ptolemy,  Seleucus,  LyfimachuSj  and  CafTander,  had  alTumed 
the  regal  title,  he  likewife  proclaimed  himfelf  a  King. 

He  then  marclied  ngalnft  Utica,  which  had  revolted  from  him,  and 
took  three  hundred  prifoners  before  the  town.  After  this,  he  required 
the  inhabitants  to  furrender,  and  promifed  forgetfulnefs  of  the  paft  : 
but,  as  thev  would  not  give  up  the  town,  he  caufed  a  large  war  machine 
to  be  built,  on  which  he  placed  the  prifoners  and  with  them  the  cata- 
pultcE,  {lingers,  and  throwers  of  javelins;  o|u/SfAgz5 ;  and  thus  placed  the 
befieged  under  the  wretched  neceffity  of  difcharging  their  miffiles  at  their 
friends,if  they  would  maintain  their  freedom.  Utica  fell  into  his  power, 
and  its  ftreets  were  filled  with  murder:  nor  were  thofe  who  took  refuge 
in  the  temples  fpared.  He  likewife  took  Hippoacra  ;  and  was  now  in 
pofleflion  of  nearly  the  whole  ccaft  together  with  the  inland  countries 
of  Libya,  Numidia  excepted. 

Thus  powerful  in  Africa,  he  flill  had  his  cares  concerning  Sicily, 
built  veilels,  and  embarked  accompanied  by  two  thoufand  men,  leaving 
the  command  of  the  army  to  his  fon. 

His  generals  had  lately  overcome  Xenodocus;  and  the  Agrigentini 
had  renounced  the  noble  project  of  giving  freedom  to  Sicily,  when 
Agathocles  arrived  at  Selinus.  Heraclea  was  once  more  conquered  by 
him  ;  and  after  that,  on  the  north  of  Sicily,  Thermce  Himere7ifes^  or 
Termini,  and  Cephalced'ium^  or  Cefalu.     He  next  marched  againft  Cen- 
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ior'rpa  ;  into  which  he  gained  admiiTion  by  treachery,  hut  Vv'as  after- 
ward repuUed  with  the  Xoh  of  live  hundred  men.  He  then  took 
ApoUonia,  flrangleil  moil:  of  the  citizens,  and  gave  up  the  place  to 
plunder. 

Dinocrates,  the  leader  of  the  fugitives,  now  took  upon  him  to  main- 
tain the  freedom  of  Sicily ;  after  the  plan  had  been  renounced  by  the 
Agrigentini.  Many  perfons  joined  him  ;  and  he  foon  {av^  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  an  army,  of  nearly  twenty  thoufand  foot  and  fifteen  hun- 
dred horfe,  which  was  chiefly  compofed  of  men  whom  war  and  mif- 
fortune  had  Heeled  againfl  every  hardihip.  Agathoclcs,  with  a  much 
inferior  force,  dared  not  give  battle  though  it  was  offered  by  his  op- 
ponent, but  faw  himfelf  clofely  purfued,  and  now  experienced  a  reverfe 
of  that  fortune  which  he  had  hitherto  found  fo  favourable. 

At  firft,  his  fon  Archagathus  and  principally  the  fubordinate  general 
Eumachus,  who  had  conquered  many  towns  and  countries,  were  every 
where  fuccefsful  :  but,  when  the  Carthaginians  fent  thirty  thouflmd 
men  againft  their  foe,  Archagathus  having  divided  his  army  into  three 
parts,  iEfchrion  a  Syracufian  leader  was  defeated  by  Hanno  with  four 
thoufand  men  :  and  of  eight  thoufand  foot  and  eight  hundred  horfe, 
that  were  commanded  by  Eumachus,  after  a  vi6lory  gained  over  him 
by  Himilco,  only  thirty  foot  and  forty  horfe  efcaped.  Archagathus 
retreated  to  Tynes  ;  in  which  place  he  was  Ihut  up  by  Flimilco,  and 
Atarbas,  or  Adherbal,  and  began  to  feel  f.imine. 

A2:athocles  heard  of  the  dan2;eroiis  ftate  of  his  African  aiTairs,  at  the 
time  that  he  was  preiled  by  the  continually  increaii ng  power  of  Dino- 
crates in  Sicily  ;  and,  religning  the  command  of  his  army  to  Leptines, 
he  watched  for  a  favourable  opportunity  of  failing  to  Africa  :  for  there 
was  a  fleet  of  thirty  Carthaginian  fhips  that  ftood  off  Syracufe.  In  a 
fortunate  moment,  eighteen  veflels  fent  by  the  Tyrrheni  arrived  to 
his  aid,  and  ran  into  port  by  night.  Agathocles.  planned  a  ftratagem 
with  the  Tyrrheni,  failed  with  feventeen  ihips  into  the  open  fea,  and, 
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while  he  was  purfued  by  the  Carthaginians,  the  Tyrrheni  left  the  har- 
bour. Agalhocles  then  turned  upon  his  enemy  ;  and  the  Carthagi- 
nians, finding  themfelves  between  two  fleets,  were  defeated  ;  and  lofl; 
five  of  their  veflels,  with  the  men  they  contained.  Their  general  flew 
himfelf  at  the  moment  that  his  ihip,  though  it  efcaped,  was  in  im- 
minent danger  of  being  taken  by  the  enem.y. 

Leptines,  at  the  command  of  Agathocles,  marched  againft  Agrigen- 
tum,  where  he  gained  a  vidory  over  Xenodocus  ;  and  Agathocles, 
after  his  vidory  over  the  Carthaginians,  being  lord  of  the  fea,  could 
now  fend  provifions  for  his  troops  in  Africa. 

Before  he  departed  in  perfon,  he  facriiiced  to  the  Gods  for  his  vic- 
tory ;  and  frequently  invited  the  principal  citizens  of  Syracufe  to  ban- 
ouets.  As  he  was  naturally  witty  and  jocular,  he  was  on  occafions 
like  thefe  exceedingly  fecial.  By  fuch  means  he  won  the  good-will 
of  manv,  and  founded  the  opinions  of  many  more,  whofe  hearts  were 
.opened  by  wine.  After  he  had  in  this  manner  proved  the  fentiments 
of  a  great  number,  he  invited  five  hundred  of  the  principal  people 
among  them,  caufed  them  all  to  be  m^aflacred  at  his  table,  and  then  fet 

fail  for  Africa. 

Here  he  found  his  army  in  a  melancholy  condition  ;  and,  it  appear- 
ing to  him  neceffary  very  foon  to  give  battle,  he  was  overcome  with 
the  lofs  of  three  thoufand  men.  On  the  following  night,  when  the 
Carthaginians  were  facrificing  the  mofl  beautiful  of  their  prifoners  to 
the  Gods,  a  fire  broke  out  in  their  camp  ;  and  with  the  fire  diforder. 
Many  were  confumed  by  the  flames  ;  and  the  confufion  was  become 
<reneral  when  five  thoufand  African  foldiers,  from  the  army  of  Aga- 
thocles, intending  to  go  over  to  the  Carthaginians,  were  by  them  mis- 
taken for  enemies.  Unprepared  and  difordered,  they  all  took  to  flight. 
Many  miflcok  their  friends  for  foes  ;  and  the  miflake  being  mutual 
they  mutually  killed  each  other.  The  deferters,  terrified  by  fire  and 
the  cries  they  heard,  marched  back;  and  the  army  of  Agathocles,  ima- 
gining 
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gimng  itfelf  attacked  by  the  Carthaginians,  was  thrown  into  the  lame 
bUnd  confufion  that  had  firft  occurred  in  the  army  of  the  Barbarians  ; 
and  four  thoufand  men  were  in  this  manner  flain. 

All  the  Africans  now  revolted  from  Agathocles ;  who  feriouflv  be- 
gan to  confider  how  he  could  quit  the  country :  but  he  was  in  want  of 
ihips,  the  Carthaginians  were  lords  at  fea,  and  he  knew  they  would 
not  make  peace  with  him,  but  that  they  would  endeavour  to  terrify 
ethers  by  his  example  from  fuch  an  enterprife  in  future.  He  therefore 
determined  to  take  his  youngeft  fon,  Heraclides,  and  a  chofen  troop,, 
and  fecretly  fail  to  Sicily  :  thus  treacheroufly  leaving  Archagathus  and 
the  army  behind.  Among  other  motives,  he  was  induced  to  this  by 
the  dread  that  his  eldeft  fon,whom  as  it  appears  he  juftly  fufpeded  of  a 
forbidden  intercourfe  with  his  ftepmother,  would  join  with  her  in 
fome  plot  that  would  bring  him  into  danger.  Cicero  tells  us  *  that 
the  elder  Dionyfms  made  his  daughters  (have  him,  becaufe  he  durft  not 
truft  a  barber  :  nay  that  he  even  miftrufted  them,  took  the  razor  from 
them,  and  taught  them  the  art  of  fmgeing  away  his  beard,  as  it  grew, 
with  hot  walnut  fhells.  Agathocles  could  truft  neither  wife  nor  fon  ; 
and  the  latter,  remarking  his  father's  intention  f,  publicly  declared  it 
to  the  generals,  the  generals  to  the  foldiers,  and  the  tyrant  was  feized 
and  bound. 

Meanwhile  a  rumour  was  fpread  that  the  enemy  was  approaching  : 
the  foldiers  in  diforder  left  the  camp,  and  the  guards  of  Agathocles 
marched  out  with  their  prifoner.  The  fight  of  him  infpired  fome  of 
the  people  with  compaffion,  they  fet  him  at  liberty,  he  got  on  board  a 
boat  by  night,  and  thus  left  the  army  with  his  two  fons  ;  v/ho  v/ere 
both  put  to  death  by  the  foldiers. 

Six  leaders  were  then  chofen,  and  a  peace  was  concluded  with  the 
Carthaginians  :  the  conditions  of  which  were  that  the  conquered  towns 
fhould  be  returned  to  them,  but  that  thirty  talents  fhould  be  given  to 
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the  Sicilians,  wlvo  fliould  be  taken  to  Solus  in  the  Sicilian  province  of 
Carthage  :  thole  ^excepted  wlio  fliould  be  inclined  to  enter  the  Cartha- 
ginian fervice.  Thefe  conditions  were  obferved  to  thofe  who  kept 
their  word  :  but  others,  v/ho  expected  aid  from  Agathocles,  endea- 
vouring to  keep  polleHion  of  the  towns,  were  obliged  to  furrender, 
their  general  was  crucified,  and  they  were  condemned  in  fetters  to  till 
thofe  lands  that  they  before  had  wafted. 

i^gathocles  having  arrived  in  Sicily,  he  affemWed  an  armed  force, 
and  marched  to  Egefta ;  a  town  with  which  he  was  in  alliance  ;  where 
he  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  give  him  the  greateft  part  of  their  money. 
This  excited  loud  murmurs ;  and  he  caufed  the  pooreft  citizens  to  be 
driven  out  of  the  town  to  the  river  Scamandros,  where  they  periflied. 
The  rich  and  the  principal  people,  men  and  women,  he  tortured  in  a 
variety  of  manners  ;  fome  of  which  were  of  his  own  invention.  He 
took  a  particular  pleafure  in  placing  tiles  upon  the  bodies  of  pregnant 
women,  fo  as  to  crufh  the  fruit  of  their  womb.  Inftead  of  the  brazen 
bull  of  Phalaris,  he  invented  an  iron  bed  which  was  hollowed  in  the 
form  of  a  man.  Each  member  was  imprifoned  by  a  bolt;  and  fire 
was  then  placed  under  the  bed.  Thus  he  exceeded  the  ingenuity  of 
Phalaris  :  for,  by  this  means,  he  could  contemplate  the  countenance 
and  pangs  of  the  tortured. 

When  he  heard  of  the  murder  of  his  fons,  being  unable  to  revenge 
himfelf  on  the  perfons  of  the  murderers,  he  fent  fome  of  his  adherents 
to  his  brother  Antandrus  in  Syracufe  ;  with  a  command  to  put  all  thofe 
to  death  Vs'ho  were  any  way  akin  to  the  men  who  had  made  the  cam- 
paign in  Africa.  This  order  was  executed  by  Antandrus  to  its  utmofl 
extent :  not  only  fons,  brothers,  and  fathers,  but  grandfathers,  children 
in  arms,  women,  all  who  were  in  the  moft  diftant  degree  related  either 
by  blood  or  by  marriage  with  any  of  the  warriors  of  Africa,  were  mur- 
dered on  the  fea  fliore.  Nor  did  any  one  dare  to  bury  the  bodies, 
terrified  left  they  fliould  excite  the  rage  of  the  monfter. 

Agathocles 
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x^gathocles  conLUiued  to  march  from  town  to  town,  fortifying^  and 
extorting  money  from  eacli,  till  his  general,  Pafiphilus,  revolted  from 
him,  and  went  over  to  Dinocrates. 

And  now  the  courage  of  the  tyrant  wasfo  funk  that  he  propofed  to 
make  peace  with  Dinocrates ;  offering  that  the  latter  fhould  return  to 
Syracufe,  which  city  fhould  he  free,  and  only  demandinp-  for  himfelf 
Thermay  or  Termini,  and  Ccpbalosdium^  or  Cefalu,  with  their  terri- 
tories*. 

The  tyrant  was  now  fo  enfeebled  that  Dinocrates  refufed  thefe  con- 
ditions. Diodorus  fiys  he  thirfled  after  the  fovereignty  of  Syracufe-, 
and  felt  himfelf  itroDg-:  being  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand  foot, 
and  three  thoufand  horfe. 

Agathocles  iViidiQ,  peace  with  the  Carthaginians,  who  received  back 
all  their  tov/ns  and  gave  him  three  hundred  talents,  an.d  two  hundred 
thoufand  meafures  of  wheat. 

At  the  head  of  five  thoufand  foot  and  eight  hundred  horfe,  he 
attacked  Dinocrates  ;  whofe  numbers  were  what  I  have  before  Rated  : 
but  as  fome  thoufands  deferted  from  him  to  Agathocles  during  the 
battle,  it  was  won  by  the  latter, 

A  part  of  the  beaten  army,  having  retired  to  a  hill,  came  to  a  treaty 
with  the  tyrant :  but,  as  foon  as  they  had  laid  down  their  arms,  they 
were  all  furrounded  and  maifacred.  According  to  fome  four  thoufand, 
and  according  to  Timsus  {qm^^w  thoufand,  periihed  in  this  manner. 
The  remaining  fugitives  he  received  in  his  army,  and  even  reconciled 
himfelf  to  Dinocrates  ;  who,  till  the  hour  of  his  death,  a  fpace  of  {r^^- 
teen  years,  was  entrufted  by  him  in  the  weightieft  affairs.     That  Dino- 

*  Diodorus  fays  Therma^  without  diflinguifliing  which.  Thernus Himeretifes  is  the  pre- 
fent  Termini.  Thcrma  Hydnta  (warm  waicr;  is  Sciacca  ;  and  this  was  the  native  place 
of  Agathocies.  But  Termini  and  Cefaiu  are  only  half  a  day's  purney  from  each 
other  ;  and  the  lands  of  thefe  towns  joined  :  fo  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  which  Therma 
Diodorus  meant.  Probably  Agathocles  chofe  thefe  towns  that  he  might  be  able  to 
attack  the  neighbouring  territories  of  Carthage.  Add  to  which,  Cefalu  was  ftrong, 
liay  even  unconquerable^  from  its  fituation,  and  had  a  good  havsn. 

Grates 
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crates  could  confide  in,  or  could  gain  the  confidence  of  the  tyrant,  is  a 
riddle  which  hiftory  has  not  expounded.  Pafiphilus,  who  was  ieized 
and  ftrangled  by  Dinocrates,  was  thefirft  facrifice  to  this  alliance. 

Agathocles  failed  to  the  Lipari  iflands  ;  from  which,  without  the 
fmalleft  pretext,  he  extorted  fifty  talents.  He  obliged  the  inhabitants 
to  give  him  the  money  which  was  preferved  in  their  Prytaiieum^  and 
confecrated  partly  to  Vulcan  and  partly  to  ^olus.  Eleven  of  the  fhips 
that  contained  the  plunder  foundered,  on  their  paffage  ;  and  the  people 
were  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  which  probably  the  fidion  of  Homer 
had  infpired,  that  ^olus  ruled  the  winds. 

As  the  twentieth  book  of  Diodorus  is  the  lad  v/hich  is  complete-, 
and  as  only  fome  imperfed:  remains  of  the  following  books  are  extant, 
little  is  known  of  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Agathocles.  He  had 
it  in  contemplation  a  fecond  time  to  attack  Carthage,  when  he  deter- 
mined to  name  his  fon  Agathocles  as  his  fucceffor  *.  He  therefore 
fent  him  to  the  country  of  iEtna,  with  letters  to  his  nephew,  Archa- 
gathus,  fon  of  the  Archagathus  who  fell  in  Africa,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  army,  ordering  him  to  rcfign  the  command  of  the  army 
and  the  fleet. 

Archagathus,  having  made  his  uncle  drunk,  caufed  him  to  be  mur- 
dered ;  and  at  the  fame  time  wrote  to  one  Menon  to  put  his  grandfa- 
ther to  death.  This  Menon  had  been  brought  from  Egefta,  by  Aga- 
thocles ;  and  had  obtained  great  promotion,  becaufe  of  his  beautiful 
form :  but  he  nurtured  the  deepeft  refentment  in  his  heart,  again  ft  the 
tyrant,  for  the  cruelty  he  had  exercifcd  in  Egefta ;  and  killed  him  by 
the  means  of  a  poifoned  toothpick. 

Thus  was  Sicily  delivered  from  this  defpot ;  who  had  reigned 
twenty-eight  years,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  feventy-two.  He  died  in 
the  fourth  year  of  the  I22d  Olympiad,  287  years  before  the  birth  of 
Chrift  ;  murdered,  at  the  inftigation  of  his  grandfon,  by  the  hand  of 
his  favourite. 

*  Dlod.  'E«xoyai,  vol.  ii.  p.  49l.ed.  Wefl*. 

Menon 
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Menon  put  Archagathus  to  death  by  artifice,  gained  over  the  army, 
and  endeavoured  to  feize  the  government.  The  Syracufians  fent  Icetes 
againil  him,  the  Strategus  whom  they  had  chofen :  but,  Menon  being 
favoured  by  the  Carthaginians,  they  found  themfelves  obliged  to  con- 
clude a  peace,  give  the  Carthaginians  four  hundred  hoftages,  and  to 
receive  the  fugitives.  The  foreign  mercenaries  afterward  occafioned 
a  tumult,  becaufe  they  were  not  held  capable  of  enjoying  the  dignities 
of  the  republic  ;  and  at  length  it  was  agreed  that  they  fhould  be  per- 
mitted to  fell  their  effects,  and  depart  from  Sicily.  Thefe  wanderers 
were  kindly  received  by  the  people  of  Medina,  whom  they  flaughtered 
during  the  night,  and  feized  on  the  women  and  the  city*.  They 
were  Campani^  and  called  themfelves  Mamertini ;  after  Mars,  the  god 
of  war,  whofe  name  among  the  Carthaginians  was  Ma?ners. 

Not  fufFered  to  enjoy  themfelves  in  undiflurbed  repofe,  the  Syra- 
cufians were  haraffed  by  Carthage,  and  fent  ambafladors  to  Pyrrhus  f , 
the  King  of  Epirus  ;  who  had  marched  to  aid  Tarentum  againft  the 
Romans,  and  who,  after  two  fplendid  but  bloody  viiTtories,  fuffered  a 
defeat,  and  was  intending  to  return;  when  two  different  projeds  ex- 
cited the  enterprifing  ambition  of  this  conqueror.  He  learned  from 
Greece  that  Ptolemy,  furnamed  Ceraunus,  had  fallen  in  a  battle  againd 
the  Gauls  ;  who  had  overrun  Macedonia  and  Tllyria  :  and  the  hope  that 
he  might  feat  himfelf  on  the  throne  of  the  man  whom  he  imitated, 
and  to  whom  he  was  related,  the  great  Alexander,  was  flattering. 

On  the  other  part,  he  had  long  deiired  the  conqueft  of  Sicily.  He 
might  indeed  very  probably  be  received  as  the  fuccelTor  of  Agathocles, 
in  Syracufe  ;  for  he  had  married  his  daughter,  Lanaffa :  though  fhe 
had  deferted  him,  for  Demetrius  PoUorcetes.  Pyrrhus  had  already 
conceived  his  campaign  in  Italy  when  he  was  warned  by  Cineas,  his 
fage  counfellor  and  friend,  of  the  power  of  the  Romans  ;  who  were  a 
■svarlike  people,  and  who  governed  many  armed   nations.     "  Should 

*  Diod.  'Ew^oyai,  vol.  ii.  p.  493.  f  P^^t.  Life  of  Pyrrhus. 
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"  fome  god,"  faid  he,  "  affiil:  us  to  conquer  thefe  Romans,  of  what 
"  advantage  will  this  viclory  be? 

"  Of  what  advantage,  Cineas  ?  None  of  the  Barbarian  towns,  nor  any 
"  of  the  Greek  cities  in  Italy,  would  then  be  able  to  refift  us.  We 
*'  fliould  be  in  pofleffion  of  all  Italy  !" 

"  And  what,"  after  a  ihort  paufe  faid  Cineas,  "  fhall  w^e  do,  w^hen 
*'  w^e  have  conquered  Italy  ?" 

Not  remarking  to  w^hat  the  queftions  of  Cineas  led,  Pyrrhus  fepHed, 
*'  Sicily,  that  fortunate  and  populous  ill  and,  will  reach  out  her  hand 
"  an  eafy  conqueft  !  Since  the  death  of  Agathocles,  every  thing  there 
"  has  been  in  confufion  j  fubjeded  to  the  anarchy  and  phrenfy  of  the 
"  demagogues." 

"  So  be  it ;"  faid  Cineas.     "  Is  Sicily  then  to  be  the  end  of  our  ca- 

5" 

reer  r 

"  The  Gods  having  granted  us  this  fuccefs,  the  field  will  be  open 
"  for  greater  conquefts.  Libya  and  Carthage  would  lie  within  our 
"  grafp.  After  fecretly  departing  from  Syracufe  and  efcaping  with  a 
"  few  fhips,  w^ere  they  not  fubdued  by  Agathocles  and  his  handful  of 
"  men  ?  And,  having  conquered  thefe,  who  wall  then  afhrm  that  any 
"  one  of  the  enemies,  by  whom  we  are  now  defied,  will  dare  to  offer 
*'  refinance  ?" 

"  I  grant  you,  none." 

"  It  is  evident  we  fhall  then  reconquer  Macedonia  *  ;  and,  thus 
"  ftrengthened,  ftTall  be  fecured  in  the  poifeflion  of  all  Greece." 

"  Well !   Suppofe  all  this  performed  :  what  fhall  we  do  then  ?" 

Pyrrhus  laughing  anfwered — "  Then,  my  dear  Cineas,  w^e  will  live 
"  at  our  eafe,  will  banquet  and  enjoy  ourfelves  in  pleafant  converfa- 
"  tion." 

"  And  w^hat,"faid  Cineas,  "  prevents  us  now,  oh  King  !  if  we  defire 

*  Pyrrhus  had  conquered  IMaccdonia,  and  loft  it  again  j  after  having   been  declared 
King  of  that  country.     P!ut.  Life  of  Pyrrhus. 
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*'  it,  from  banqueting,  converfing,  and  living  at  our  eafe  ?  now,  that  We 
"  have  the  power?  Why  go  in  queft  of  that  which  we  have,  at  the. 
"  expence  of  fo  much  labour,  danger,  and  blood  ?" 

Having  conceived  the  plan  of  quitting  Italy,  Pyrrhus  preferred  ac- 
cepting the  invitation  of  Syracufe  to  the  recovery  of  Macedon.  With 
Syracufe,  the  Agrigentini  and  Leontini  offered  themfelves  ;  if  he  would 
deliver  the  iiland  from  the  Carthac-inians  and  tyrants.  Accordin^lv. 
he  left  a  garrifon  in  Tarentum  and  failed  to  Sicily,  with  thirty  thoufand 
foot,  and  two  thoufand  five  hundred  horfe. 

He  was  Shortly  in  poifeffion  of  the  Sicilian  territories  of  Carthage  j 
after  he  had  firft  mounted  the  walls  in  perfon,  and  conquered  the  for- 
trefs  of  Eryx.  To  the  Carthaginians  who  demanded  peace,  he  an- 
fwered  it  fhould  be  granted,  on  condition  that  the  Libyan  fea  ihould 
be  their  limits  :  and  he  humbled  the  Mamertini  ;  who  from  Meffina 
attacked  the  Greek  towns,  and  obliged  fome  of  them  to  pay  tribute. 

Softratus  and  Thoenon,  the  chiefs  of  the  Syracufians  who  had  invited 
him  to  Sicily,  opened  the  city  gates  to  him,  and  powerfully  favoured 
all  his  meafures  :  but  he  was  fufpicious  of  them,  and  had  no  inclination 
either  to  take  them  with  him  or  to  leave  them  behind  at  Syracufe. 
Softratus  remarked  his  fufpicion  and  deferted  him  ;  and  he  accufed 
Thoenon  of  a  fecret  underftanding  with  Softratus,  and  put  him  to 
death.  This  occafioned  him  to  be  hated  by  the  towns  ;  fome  of  which 
allied  themfelves  with  the  Carthaginians,  and  others  afked  aid  of  the 
Mamertini :  fo  that  the  letters  from  the  Samnites  and  the  people  of 
Tarentum,  prefTmg  him  to  bring  them  aid  againft  the  Romans,  were 
highly  welcome  to  Pyrrhus.  He  feized  this  opportunity,  failed  back 
with  his  troopG,  and,  cafting  a  look  toward  the  iiland,  exclaimed  to 
thofe  around  him,  "  What  a  theatre  of  war  have  we  left,  for  the  Car- 
*'  thaginians  and  the  Romans  !'* 

His  predi£lion  was  fulfilled  :  thefe  people   fought  in  Sicily  for  the 

poffeflion  of  the  iiland,  and  with  it  for  the  fovereignty  of  the  w^orld. 

The  occafion  was  as  follows. 

3  E  2  Th<!^ 
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The  Campanian  foldlers,  who  had  pofTefTed  themfelves  of  Meflina 
by  treachery  and  murder  *,  made  other  towns  tributary,  molefted  both 
the  Syracufian  lands  and  the  Sicilian  territories  of  Carthage,  and  found 
allies  in  four  thoufand  Roman  foldiers  that  had  been  fent  by  Rome  to 
Rhegium,  at  the  requeft  of  the  inhabitants  as  a  garrifon,  when  Pyrrhus 
came  to  Italy.  At  firfl:,  thefe  foldiers  had  obferved  their  duty  :  but, 
tempted  by  the  fituation  and  profperity  of  Rhegium,  and  excited  by 
the  example  of  the  Campani,  they  thirfted  to  poflefs  it,  drove  out 
fome  of  the  inhabitants,  maflacred  others,  and  made  themfelves  lords 
of  the  city. 

At  this  time  the  Romans  were  fo  bufily  employed,  with  their  ene- 
mies, that  they  could  not  notice  the  crime  :  but,  as  foon  as  they  had  a 
moment's  leifure,  they  fent  an  army  againft  thefe  infurgents  ;  the 
greater  part  of  whom,  knowing  the  fate  that  awaited  them,  fell  fword 
in  hand.  Three  hundred  of  them  were  taken,  fent  to  Rome,  fcourged^ 
and  decapitated  ;  and  the  citizens  of  Rhegium  were  again  put  in  pof- 
feffion  of  their  town,  and  its  territories. 

A  fhort  time  previous  to  this  event  an  army  of  Syracufians,  that 
lay  before  Morgentium  f ,  diflatisfied  with  the  people  who  governed 
in  Syracufe,  had  chofen  Artemidorus  and  Hiero  as  their  chiefs.  Hiero 
"was  yet  very  young  ;  but  had  already  fhewn  eminent  qualities,  and 
w^as  likewife  defcended  from  the  family  of  the  great  Gelo,  By  the 
aid  of  fome  friends,  he  fucceeded  in  overpowering  Syracufe  and  his 
opponents,  and  ufed  his  good  fortune  in  fo  gentle  and  dignified  a 
manner  that,  though  the  Syracufians  could  not  but  be  difpleafed  at  the 
audacity  of  the  foldiers,  they  were  ftill  induced  to  approve  their  choice 
and  ele£t  Hiero  to  the  office  of  Strategus. 

Acquainted  with  the  verfatility  of  the  Syracufians,  and  knowing 

*  Polyb.  ].  i. 

■j-  *Ai  hva/xmruv  'Ev^oKso'iav,  3(£V£%Sf<(ra<  'sr^oi  ts;  Iv  tji  'TsoXtt,  xai  ^lar^i^Hjai  fsst^i  tw  Mof- 
yanmv. — So  we  ought  to  read,  with  Cafaubon  ;  inllead  of  Mtfyovw,  a  name  no  whera 
to  be  found  in  Sicily. 

their 
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their  propenfity  to  excite  commotions  Vvhenever  the  Strategl  were  in 
the  field  with  the  army,  he  endeavoured  to  flrengthen  the  refpedl  in 
which  he  was  held  by  marriage  ;  and  took  to  wife  the  daughter  of 
Leptines,  a  man  whofe  power  and  good  qualities  acquired  him  confide- 
ration. 

The  tumultuous  and  depraved  manners  of  the  mercenaries  he 
thought  lefs  to  be  trufted  than  his  fellow  citizens  themfelves ;  and, 
under  the  pretext  of  marching  againft  the  Mamertini,  he  led  out  his 
army  and  attacked  the  enemy  near  Centoripa  ;  a  town  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  ^tna.  When,  advancing  to  battle,  he  came  to  the  river 
Kyamoforus^  according  to  Quverius  the  jaj'etta^  he  halted  with  the 
Syracufians,  as  if  he  meant  to  attack  on  another  fide,  facrificed  the 
ftrangers  to  the  fword  of  the  Mamertini,  and  led  his  native  troops  back 
to  Syracufe.  This  action,  Vv^hich  by  fome  who  know  how  to  feparate 
the  idea  of  the  ufeful  from  the  idea  of  the  good,  may  be  called  a  (Iroke 
of  policy,  to  me  appears  an  indelible  ftain  in  the  otherwife  admirable 
life  of  Hiero  *. 

Soon  afterward,  he  marched  once  more  againft  the  enemy ;  whom 
he  defeated,  near  the  river  I.onganus :  Fiiime  di  Cajlro  Reale :  in  the 
territory  of  Mylse  or  Mi/azzo^  took  the  general  prifoner,  and  after  his 
return  to  Syracufe  was  proclaimed  King. 

After  the  deftrudtion  of  their  friends  in  Rhegium  and  their  own  de- 
feat, the  Mamertini  of  Meffina  found  themfelves  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs, 
and  looked  round  in  fearch  of  foreign  aid.     One  party  called  on  the 

*  Cicero  beautifully  fays  :  Allud  utile  iuterdum,  aliud  honejlum  vidcri  folet.  Falfo  !  nam 
eadem  tdiiitaiis,  qua  hor.ejlatis  cjl  regula.  ^d  hoc  non  perviderit^  ab  hoc  tiulla  fraus  aberity 
nullum  f acinus .  Sic  enim  cogitans  :  "  EJi  ijiuc  qiddem  honejlum^  verum  hoc  expedit"  res  a 
fiatura  copulatas  audebit  error  e  d-.vellere  ;  qui  Jons  eji  fraudium^  t:ia!cJiciorum,fcelerum  omnium. 

On  ibme  occafionsj  one  thing  appears  to  be  ufeful ;  another  juft.  'lis  a  miftake. 
The  ufeful  and  the  juft  are  infeparable  -,  and  whoever  is  not  convinced  of  this  truth  may 
be  guilty  of  every  fraud,  and  every  crime.  While  he  thinks  to  himfelf,  This  Is  juft,  but 
this  is  expedient,  things  conneded  in  nature  he  w^ill  disjoin  :  which  is  the  fource  of  evil 
deeds,  deceit,,  and  all  villainy. 

Carthaginians^. 
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Caithaglnians,  to  whom  they  furrendered  the  citadel ;  and  another  ap- 
pealed to  the  Romans,  and  offered  them  the  city. 

The  Romans,  who  were  defirous  of  giving  every  ad  of  depredation 
the  air  of  an  ad  of  juftice,  were  greatly  embarrafied.  They  felt  how 
unworthy  it  would  be,  after  they  had  puniOied  their  own  citizens  at 
Rhe^^ium  for  the  very  crime  committed  by  the  Campani  at  Meffina, 
to  aid  and  proted  thefe  criminals.  But  they  likewife  with  jealoufy 
beheld  the  Carthaginians  ruling  over  many  of  the  tribes  of  Spain, 
Sardinia,  Corfica,  and  a  part  of  Sicily  ;  and  were  well  av/are  that  the 
pofleffion  of  Meffina  would  ferve  the  Africans  as  abridge,  for  the  inva- 
iion  of  Italy. 

The  Senate  weighed  the  advantage,  weighed  the  difgrace,  and  re- 
mained undetermined  :  glad  no  doubt  to  leave  the  decifion  to  the 
people,  and  forefeeing  that  they  would  fix  their  eyes  more  on  the 
advantage  to  be  gained  than  the  injuftice  to  be  coTimitted.  One  of 
the  confuls,  Appius  Claudius,  was  fent  with  an  army  acrofs  the  frrait, 
took  pofieffion  of  Meffina,  and  foon  conquered  the  chadel ;  though  it 
was  garrifoned  by  the  Carthaginians.  Acquainted  with  the  fuperior 
power  of  the  enemy  by  land  and  fea,  and  defirous  to  avert  a  dangerous 
fiege,  he  font  ambaffiidors  both  to  Carthage  and  to  Syracufe ;  requiring 
peace  for  the  Mamertini.  Being  refufed,  he  firft  ventured  a  battle 
againft  the  Syracufians,  then  againft  the  Carthaginians,  was  the  vidor 
in  both,  obliged  the  enemy  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  defolated  the  country 
of  the  Syracufians  and  their  allies  *. 

Thefe  fortunate  events  induced  the  Romans  in  the  following  year 
to  fend  the  two  confuis,  Odacilius  and  Valerius,  with  four  legions  and 
the  troops  of  their  Italian  allies  to  Sicily  ;  where  mofl  of  the  towns  of 
the  Carthaginians  and  Syracufians  revolted. 

Hiero  balanced  the  dread  of  the  Greeks  of  Sicily  againft  the  hopes 
which  might  be  placed  in  the  Romans  ;  and  it  appeared  more  reafon- 
able  to  coniide  in  Rome  than  in  Carthage  :  he  therefore  determined  to 

*  Polyb.  1.  i.  cip.  xi.  and  xii. 
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make  an  alliance  with  the  former.  The  propofal  was  higlily  welcome 
"to  the  Romans:  efpecially  as  they  began  to  fear  the  want  of  provi- 
fions  ;  the  fleets  of  Carthage  being  fovereigns  of  the  fea.  The  condi- 
tions of  this  alliance  were  that  Hiero  fliould  furrender  the  prifoners, 
and  pay  a  hundred  talents  in  filver  to  the  Romans ;  and  that  he  (hould 
likewife  fupply  them  with  necelTaries  in  the  war. 

From  this  time,  Polybius  tells  us,  Hiero  governed  Syracufe  in  fafety; 
and,  anxious  to  win  the  garland  of  praife  in  Greece,  gave  public  proof 
that  it  had  long  been  his  ambition  to  empower  himfelf  and  his  coun- 
try to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  wifdom  *. 

The  Carthaginians  made  Agrigentum  their  place  of  arms  :  but  this 
city,  after  a  vigorous  defence,  furrendered  to  the  Roman  Confuls  f . 

The  hopes  of  the  Romans  were  great,  and  no  lefs  great  was  the 
thought  they  conceived  :  a  thought  that  might  have  been  called  mad- 
nefs,  had  it  not  been  crowned  w^ith  fuccefs.  Nor  w^as  this  fuccefs  the 
work  of  chance,  but  of  that  contemplative  daring  which  charaderized 
them  above  all  nations,  and  led  them  to  accomplifli  neither  lefs  nor 
more  than  what  they  undertook  :  while,  enflamed  by  courage  and 
infpired  by  political  genius,  they  flrided  from  height  to  height ;  nor 
feared,  nor  fuffered  from,  the  precipice  beneath. 

Utterly  ignorant  as  they  were  in  maritime  affairs,  they  determined 
to  deprive  the  Carthaginians  of  their  fovereignty  by  fea :  as  Vn^cH  to 
rob  them  of  the  advantage  of  threatening  Sicily  and  Italy,  with  their 
fleets,  as  to  be  able  themfelves  to  bear  lire  and  fword  into  the  hitherto 
fafely  protected  Africa.  The  vefl^els  by  which  their  army  had  been 
tranfported  over  the  fliraits  had  been  obtained  of  the  Greek  tov»'ns  of 
Italy  :  but  they  now  refolved  to  build  a  fleet  of  their  own,  which 
fhould  not  only  oppofe  but  conquer  maritime  Carthage. 

A  ftranded  galley  of  the  Carthaginians  ferved  as  a  model  for  the  (irft 
fleet  o^  the  Romans  ;  who,  while  their  new  ihips  v/ere  building,  exer- 
cifed  their  youth  for  the  intended  marine  fervipe.  T'hey  feated  them 
on  benches  on  the  fl:rand,  flmilar  to  the  rowers'  benches,  taught  them 

*  Cap.  xvi.  -f  Cap.  xiw 

to 
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to  bend  their  body  at  the  word  of  command  *,  and  thus  formed  them- 
to  labours  with  which  they  were  previoufly  unacquainted. 

Sixty  days  did  not  pafs,  after  the  felling  of  the  timber  was  finiflied, 
before  a  fleet  of  a  hundred  and  fixty  fhips  rode  at  anchor  :  fo  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  expreffion  of  Florus,  it  appeared  as  if  they  had  not  been 
built  by  the  art  of  man  ;  but  that,  as  a  prefent  from  the  Gods,  trees 
had  been  metamorphofed   into   fliips  f . 

The  Conful,  Cneius  Cornelius,  who  had  failed  with  feventeen  fhlps 
to  provide  for  the  neceflaries  of  the  fleet,  was  ihut  up  by  Boodes,  a 
commander  of  the  Carthaginians,  in  the  haven  of  the  ifland  of  Lipari  J, 
The  Roman  mariners  efcaped  ;  but  Cornelius  vvas  made  prifoner  in  a 
treacherous  manner,  when  invited  to  a  conference  with  the  Carthagi- 
nians §  • 

Soon  afterward,  Hannibal,  a  Carthaginian  general,  was  in  immi- 
nent danger  of  being  taken  ;  when,  with  fifty  fliips  in  order  of  battle, 
lie  attacked  the  Roman  fleet,  near  the  fouth  promontory  of  Italy  ;  and, 
though  he  faved  himfelf,  he  loft  moft  of  his  veflels  ||. 

As  foon  as  the  misfortune  that  had  befallen  the  Conful  Cornelius 
was  known  by  the  officers  on  board  the  Roman  fleet,  they  fent  to  the 
other  Conful,  Caius  Duilius,  who  commanded  the  land  forces  ;  and  he 
took  upon  him  the  command  at  fea,  and  gave  battle  to  the  Carthagi- 
nians before  Myla  ;  the  prefent  Adilazzo,  on  the  north  fhore  of  Sicily, 
lialf  a  day's  journey  from  Mefljna. 

Well  knowing  they  could  not  equal  the  Carthaginians,  either  in  the 
lightnefs  of  their  fhips  or  the  expertnefs  of  their  mariners,*the  Romans 
invented  a  means  by  which  they  might  eafily  board  the  enemy  ;  and 
thus  make  victory  the  confequence  rather  of  perfonal  valour  than  of 
maritime  knowledge.  They  raifed  poles,  or  mafts,  on  the  prow  of 
each  fhip  ;  which  they  provided   with  corvi :  a  kind  of  grappling 

•  rif oj  Ta  Tu  K£?.£i;T«  '7ra^ayFB\'/.s:~a.  The  ancients  were  accuftomed  to  row  to   the  found 
of  the  flute.     The  flute  player  of  a  galley  was  called  Tfoj/jai/^Tjj. 

f  .Flor.  ii.  2.  :j:  Polyb.  lib.  I.  21.  §  Flor.  ii.  2.  |j  Polyb.  lib.  I.  21. 
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irons.     Thefe  mafts  they  could  fuddenly  let  down  upon  the  fhip  of 
the  enemy,  grapple  it  faft,  and  thus  enable  the  foldiers  to  board. 

The  ('arthaginians,  in  a  hundred  and  thirty  fliips,  rowed  contemptu- 
ouHy  and  rapidly  to  oppofe  the  Romans  ;  who,  ftrangers  to  the  fea, 
had  dared  to  defy  them  on  their  own  element.  Hannibal  commanded 
on  board  a  galley,  with  feven  benches  of  rowers,  which  had  been  taken 
from  Pyrrhus. 

When  the  Carthaginians  approached  the  Romans,  they  were  afto- 
niflied  at  perceiving  the  unknown  machines  :  but,  holding  their  enemy 
in  fmall  eftimation,  they  eagerly  began  the  attack.  Their  {hips  how- 
ever were  foon  flopped  in  their  progrefs  by  the  Corvi^  that  defcended 
in  an  inftant  and  held  them  .faft  :  thus  depriving  the  Carthaginians  of 
the  advantage  they  derived  from  the  quicknefs  of  their  manoeuvres, 
and  preferved  to  the  boarding  Romans  the  fuperiority  which  they 
poffefled  in  the  ufe  of  arms.  Thirty  of  the  Carthaginian  fliips,  among 
w^hich  was  the  fuperb  galley  of  the  commander,  and  their  crews,  were 
taken.     Hannibal  himfelf  efcaped  in  a  boat. 

The  Romans  foon  afterward  relieved  Egefta  :  but  Hamilcar,  being 
informed  of  a  conteft  in  the  Roman  army  betv^reen  the  legions  and 
their  Sicilian  allies,  profited  by  the  circumftance  ;  and,  as  they  had 
feparated  their  camps,  he  fell  unexpectedly  upon  the  Sicilians  ;  of  whom 
he  flaughtered  nearly  four  thoufand. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  following  year,  Camarina,  Enna,  and  other 
towns,  were  taken  by  the  Romans. 

Obliged  to  pafs  over  many  circumftances,  I  cannot  omit  to  mention 
the  fea  fight  that  happened  off  the  promontory  of  Ecnomos  ;  or  Motite 
d'l  LicatUy  near  the  town  of  Alicata ;  in  which  the  confuls,  M.  Atilius 
Regulus  and  L.  Manlius  Vulfo,  obtained  a  fplendid  vidiory  over  Ha- 
milcar and  Hanno,  took  fixty-four  (hips  of  the  Carthaginians  and  their 
crews,  and  funk  more  than  thirty*.  None  of  the  Roman  fhips  were 
taken,  but  four-and-twenty  were  funk.     The  confequences  of  this  vic- 

*  Cap.  xxviii. 

Vol.  II,  3  F  tory 
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tory  were  the  carrying  of  the  war  into  Africa  ;  which  country  became 
the  fcene  of  the  vidories  of  the  great  Regains,  of  his  defeat,  of  his  im- 
prifonment,  and  of  his  vohintary  death. 

I  {hall  confine  myfelf  to  Sicily,  except  juft  cafting  a  glance  on  that 
dignified  man  ;  who  lay  five  years  in  fetters  at  Carthage,  and,  when  as 
a  prifoner  conducted  to  Rome  by  their  ambaffadors,  who  requefted  an 
exchange  of  prifondrs,  warned  the  Senate  not  to  grant  this  requeft  : 
although  he  knew  the  cruelty  that  awaited  him  from  the  Carthagi- 
nians, who  would  revenge  their  country  and  the  rigorous  zeal  with 
which  he  defended  the  warlike  fame  of  Rome,  by  infliding  on  him  a 
death  of  torture  *. 

Fertiir  pudicie  conji/gis  ofculumy 
Parvofqiie  natos^  ut  capitis  mliioi'y 

Ah  fe  removijje^  et  vir'ileni 

Torviis  hum't pofuijfe  viiltum  ; 

Donee  labantes  conftlio  patres 
Firmaret  auElor  minquam  alias  dato^ 

Interque  mcerentes  amicos 

Egregiiis  proper aret  exul. 

Atqui  fciehat  qucsjibi  barbarus 
Tortor  pararet ;   non  aliter  tarnen 

Dimovit  ohjtantes  prophiquoSy 

Et  popidum  reditus  uioruntem, 

^uamfi  client um  longa  ingotia 
Dijudicala  lite  relinqueret^ 

Tendens  Venafranos  in  agroSy 

Aut  Lacedamonium  Tarentum  f . 

HoR.  lib.  ill.  od.  V.  41. 


*  Val.  Max.  i.  14,  and  Cic.  OfF.  i.  13. 

\  At  the  time  of  the  firfl  Punic  War,  the  Romans  poflefled  no  diftant  country  houfes  -, 
neither  in  Venafrum,  which  was  in  Campania,  nor  in  the  territory  of  the  then  free 
Tarentum  :  though  they  inhabited  thefe  pleafant  countries  in  the  age  of  Horace  t  «vho, 
in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  thought,  appears  to  have  indulged  himfelf  in  an  anachronifm. 

The 
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The  hero  fpoke  ;  and  from  his  wedded  dame 

And  infant  children  turn'd,  opprefl  with  fname 

Of  his  fallen  ftate  ;  their  fond  embrace  repell'd. 
And  fternly  on  the  earth  his  manly  vifage  held 

Till,  by  his  unexampled  counfel  fway'd, 

Their  firm  decree  the  wavering  Senate  made ; 

Then,  while  his  friends  the  tears  of  forrow  fned, 
Amidft  the  weeping  throng,  the  glorious  exile  fped. 

Nor  did  he  not  the  cruel  tortures  know- 
Vengeful,  prepar'd  by  a  barbarian  foe  ; 
Yet,  with  a  countenance  ferenely  gay, 

He  turn'd  afide  the  crowd,  v/ho  fondly  prefs'd  his  ftav  -, 
As  if,  when  wearied  by  fome  client's  caufe 
After  the  final  fentence  of  the  laws, 
Cheerful  he  hailed  to  fome  calm  retreat. 

To  tafte  the  pure  delights  that  blefs  the  rural  feat. 

Francis. 

Xantippus,  a  Lacedemonian,  who,  as  General  of  the  Carthaginians, 
had  gained  a  vidory  over  Regulus  *,  returned  to  Sparta ;  in  order  no 
doubt  to  avoid  that  envy  which  fo  frequently  attends  the  glory  acquired 
by  a  foreigner. 

War  was  continued  with  various  turns  of  fate  ;  and  the  Romans, 
never  greater  than  after  misfortune,  had  fitted  out  a  fleet  which  was 
dreadfully  vifited  by  a  ftorm  on  the  coaft  of  Camarina  f  :  vv^here,  of 
three  hundered  and  fixty-four  fhips,  no  more  than  eighty  were  faved. 
Within  three  months,  they  built  two  hundred  and  twenty  nev/  fhips  j: ; 
and  fet  fail  with  three  hundred  velTels  to  Panormus^  the  prefent  Pa- 
lerm.o,  and  took  this  city :  which  was  the  chief  of  the  Sicilian  pro- 
vinces of  Carthage. 

During  the  following  year,  they  again  lofl  a  hundred  and  fifty  fliips 
In  a  ftorm  :  or  more  probably  through  the  ignorance  of  their  mari- 
ners :  after  which  they  renounced,  for  a  certain  time,  any  enterprife  by 

*  Pol.  lib;  i.  f  Cap,  xxxvii.  %  Cap.  xxxviii. 

1  F  2  fea  : 
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lea :  fending  none  but  tranfports  with  the  fuppUes  intended  for  their 
army,  on  the  courage  of  which  they  veryjuftly  depended. 

The  Proconful,  C^cillus  Metellus,  obtained  an  important  victory 
over  Afdrubal,  or  Hafdrubal,  the  Carthaginian,  in  the  territories  of 
Panormus  :  which  gave  the  Romans  the  greater  pleafure  becaufe  they 
had  taken  the  elephants  that  a  fhort  time  before  had  filled  them  with 
the  utmoft  dread  *. 

In  the  fourteenth  year  of  this  war,  the  Romans  faw  themfelves  in 
poffeflion  of  the  vrhole  Carthaginian  territory  in  Sicily  ;  LilybGeum 
and  Drepanum,  or  Marfalla  and  Trapani,  excepted  ;  and  undertook 
the  fiege  of  the  firft-named  city,  which  was  defended  with  no  lefs  zeal 
by  the  Carthaginians  than  it  was  attacked  by  them ;  both  nations  con- 
fidering  the  pofTeffion  of  Sicily  as  the  confequence  of  the  capture  of 
LiiybGEum.  Exclufive  of  the  citizens,  this  ftrong  place  was  defended, 
with  valour,  military  fcience,  and  ten  thoufand  foldiers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Himilco.  Hannibal,  another  general  of  the  Carthaginians, 
with  fifty  fliips,  brought  the  befieged  a  reinforcement  of  ten  thoufand 
men  in  defpite  of  the  Roman  fleet  f  (for  the  Romans  had  not  continued 
firm  in  their  refolution  of  renouncing  the  fea)  which  had  not  dared  to 
oppofe  him  v/hen  he  entered  the  harbour.  Hannibal  foon  ran  out 
ao-ain  by  night,  without  being  remarked  by  the  Romans,  and  failed  to 
Drepanum  ;  on  the  prefervation  of  which  every  thing  depended. 
•  As  the  Carthaginians  were  extremely  defirous  of  receiving  intelli- 
gence from  Lilybasum,  a  Rhodian,  who  had  alTumed  the  Punic  name 
of  Hannibal,  undertook  to  fail  in  and  out  of  the  harbour,  in  defiance  of 
the  Roman  fleet.  The  event  proved  that  his  dependance  on  the  light- 
nefs  of  his  veflTel,  and  on  the  maritime  ignorance  of  the  Romans,  was 
well  founded  ;  for  he  feveral  times,  unpunifhed,  repeated  this  daring 
afl: :  till  at  lafl:  he  was  taken  by  the  Romans  f . 

Soon  afterward,  the  befieged,  profiting  by  a  fl:orm  which  had  fhat- 

*  Cap.  xl.  andxli,  f  Cap.  ^4.  $  Cap.  xlvi.  and  xlvii. 

4  tered 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  405 

tered  and  damaged  the  works  of  the  Romans,  and  taking  the  opportunity 
while  the  wind  continued  to  blow,  fet  fire  to  the  war  machines  ;  the 
greateft  part  of  which  they  burnt,  and  the  Romans  found  themfelves 
obliged  to  renounce  the  hope  of  taking  the  city  by  aflault,  and  to  place 
their  whole  truft  in  preventing  it  from  receiving  provifions  and  fup- 
plles  *. 

The  Romans  fent  a  fleet,  with  ten  thoufand  men,  commanded  by 
the  Conful,  Publius  Clodius,  to  Sicily.  The  Conful  attacked  Atarbas, 
or  Adherbal,  near  Drepanum  ;  but  was  beaten,  and  lofl  ninety-three 
iliips  f . 

After  the  vidory,  Atarbas  fent  Carthalo  with  a  hundred  fhips  to  Li- 
lybcEum,  that  he  might  deftroy  the  fleet  of  the  Romans.  During  the 
time  that  he  was  endeavouring  to  execute  this  plan,  Himilco  made  a 
fally  upon  the  Romans,  who  fuftained  great  flaughter  ;  and  Carthalo 
in  the  interim  burnt  and  took  a  part  of  the  R.oman  vefiels,  and  haftily 
left  the  remainder:  having  received  information  that  a  new  fleet  of  the 
Romans  was  under  fail,  which  it  was  his  intention  to  attack  J  . 

This  Roman  fleet  was  under  the  command  of  the  Conful  Junius ; 
who  had  remained  for  a  time  at  Syracufe,  and  bad  pafled  the  promon- 
tory of  Pachymim^  or  Capo  Pajfaro,  v\^hen  he  difcovered  the  approach- 
ing enemy  and  found  himfelf  obliged  to  run  among  the  rocks,  on  the 
fouth  coaft  of  Sicily,  though  at  the  utmoft  hazard,  beyond  the  purfuit 
of  the  Carthaginian. 

Carthalo  caft  anchor  near  a  promontory,  from  which  he  could 
watch  not  only  this  fleet  of  the  Romans  but  another,  that  lay  in  the 
mouth  of  the  river  :  by  which  he  was  fl:ationed  between  the  two  fleets. 

Perceiving  the   figns   of  an   approaching   ftorm,   the  Carthaginian 
pafled  the  promontory  of  Pachynum^  and  gained  the  open  fea  ;  while 
both  the  fleets  of  the  Romans  were  expofed  to  the  tempefl:,  and  all 
.  their  vefi^els  entirely  lofl:  § . 

The  Conful,  Junius,  made  every  eiTort  to  counteraifl  this  misfortune 

*  Cap.  xlviil.  f  Cap.  x!Ix.  to  li,  :|:  Cap.  liii.  §  Cap.  liv- 
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by  foinc  au vantage  ;  and  obtained  pofleflion,  through  the  treachery 
of  the  garrifon,  of  the  mountain  Eryx  and  the  town  of  the  fame  name*. 

In  the  eighteenth  year  of  this  war,  Amilcar,  or  Hamilcar,  of  the 
race  of  Barcas,  the  great  iatiier  of  the  great  Hannibal,  was  appointed 
the  General  of  the  Carthaginians.  Auiilcar  was  but  young,  when  he 
obtained  this  dignity  f  :  the  choice  of  the  Senate  therefore,  in  this  in- 
ftance,  did  the  greater  honour  to  Carthage. 

After  having  vihted  thefouth  coaft  of  Italy,  he  landed  with  a  fleet  on 
the  territory  of  Panormus  ;  where  he  took  pofleflion  of  the  mountain 
Eir^a,  or  Monte  Feliegrhio,  near  Palermo.  Steep  on  all  fides,  large, 
abundant,  uninolefted  by  venomous  reptiles,  fiat  on  the  top,  and  there- 
fore favourable  for  the  purpofe,  Hairilcar  here  built  as  vv^cll  toward  the 
fea  as  the  land  ;  with  Vv'hich  the  mountain  was  connected  by  a  kind  of 
narrow^  cape,  v/nich  as  a  pafs  was  eafy  of  defence.  It  appeared  by  nature 
to  be  deflined  not  only  as  a  fortrefs  but  a  watch  tower,  that  overlooked 
land  and  fea  to  a  great  diftance.  Add  to  which,  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
afforded  a  bay,  which  v/aa  a  convenient  harbour  for  the  fuips  of  the 
Carthaginians. 

On  this  mountain  Amilcar  fixed  his  camp  j  and,  furrounded  by  foes, 
unable  to  congratulate  himfelf  on  the  aid  of  any  allied  town,  from  this 
place  he  attacked  the  Romans  by  land  and  fea  j  although  tliey  were  in 
polTeiTion  of  the  whole  ifland,  He  even  ventured  to  quit  thisftrong 
hold,  and  fail  far  enough  with  his  ihipa  to  lay  wafte  tho  coaft  of  Cum*  ; 
and,  for  a  continuance  of  nearly  three  years,  fought  many  gr^at  battles 
with  the  Roman  army ;  which  wm  only  dillant  ^vq  fxadla,  or  three 
thouiand  feet,  from  Panormus. 

*  Cap.  Iv. 

f  H^miJcar  prhno  Posnico  hih,  fed  tempirihus  eyt"$mis^  aJmsifum  udolefceniiilHs  in  S'lcUm 
praejfe  ca:p\t  exsrcUitl  % .  That  is,  "  Hsmilcar,  during  the  firft  Punic  V/ar,  but  toward 
the  end  of  it,  while  a  very  youth,  began  to  command  the  artxjy  hi  Sicily."  Nqv/^  as 
Hannibal  his  fon  was  born  in  the  following  year,  the  exprefiioa  admodiim  adQlefcenitilui  is 
evidently  too  ftroug. 

%  Corn,  Nep.  in  Haip.ik. 
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He  likewlfe  took  the  town  of  Eryx  ;  altliongh  the  Romans  had  one 
camp  on  the  top  of  Mount  Eryx,  and  another  at  the  hottom.  Now 
befieging,  and  now  befieged,  Amilcar  proved  himfelf  to  be  a  general  of 
the  tirft  order;  for,  during  two  years  to  the  end  of  the  war,  he  fupported 
himfelf  and  his  little  troop  againft  two  armies;  and  frequently  endured 
the  difficulties  of  that  dearth  which  he  inflided  on  the  neidiboiirin^ 
enemy  *" . 

The  Romans  once  more  determined,  for  the  third  time  durin'^  th's 
war,  to  lit  out  a  fleet :  for  which  purpofe  the  exhaufted  treafury  was 
repleniflied  by  voluntary  donations  of  the  principal  citizens ;  and  tv.^o 
hundred  galleys,  with  five  benches  of  rowers  each,  were  built  after  the 
model  of  the  veifei  in  which  the  Rhodian  had  ridiculed  their  if^norance 
of  fhip- building,  and  navigation,  at  Lilybxum  f. 

To  counteract  thefe  intentions,  Carthage  fent  Hanno  with  a  fleet  and 
troops ;  that  were  to  land  at  Eryx,  and  there  not  only  take  in  provi- 
fions  but  Amilcar  with  his  beft  warriors  :  after  wdiich  the  fleet  was  to 
give  battle  to  the  Romans. 

The  Conlul,  Liitatius,  who  commanded  the  new  fleet  of  the  Roman?^ 
hafl:ened  to  meet  Hanno ;  that  he  might  give  battle  to  the  over-bur- 
thened  ihips  of  the  Carthaginians,  and  avoid  a  combat  with  the  dan- 
gerous Vv^arriors  of  AmJlcar  :  and,  what  mufl:  appear  to  him  fl:ill  more 
dangerous,  with  Amilcar  himfelf.  The  battle  was  fought  with  better 
flaps  than  the  Romans  had  hitherto  polTefied  ;  and  they  attacked  the 
heavy  loaded  fhips  of  the  Carthaginians,  the  crews  of  which  on  this 
occafion  were  hafcily  collected,  and  unfliilful  failors.  With  refpe<5t  to 
the  Carthaginian  foldiers,  they  were  not  to  be  compared  with  the  war- 
like Romans.  The  hrft  onfet  was  deeifive  :  the  Romans  funk  fifty  of 
the  enemies  iliips  ;   and  took  feventy,  with  their  crews. 

After  this  defeat,  the  Carthaginians  gave  Amilcar  full  power  to  make 
war,  or  peace  ;  and  the  hero,  no  lei's  fage  than  valiant,  who  had  left 
no  means  of  vidory  untried,  and  having  gained  it  negleded  no  ad- 

*  Cap.  iviii.  I  Cap.  lix, 

vantage^ 
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vantao-e,  yielded  to  neceffity  with  dignified  moderation,  and  fent  ambaf-. 
fadors  to  demand  peace  of  the  Confiil. 

The  demand  was  granted,  with  fome  ftipulations  on  the  part  of 
Rome.  The  Carthaginians  were  to  evacuate  Sicily,  and  the  Lipari 
illands ;  and  to  bind  themfelves  neither  to  moleil  the  people  of  Syra- 
cufe  nor  their  allies  :  befide  which  a  tribute  was  impofed  upon  them  *. 

Thus  ended  the  hrft  Punic  war  ;  240  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift, 
in  the  third  year  of  the  134th  Olympiad,  and  512  from  the  building 
of  Rome  ;  after  this  v/ar  had  continued  four-and-twenty  years. 

The  Romans  had  now  made  a  decifive  ftep  toward  the  fovereignty 
of  the  world,  for  they  faw  themfelves  in  poiieffion  of  the  greateft  part 
of  Sicily  ;  which  was  the  fir  ft  province  they  held  beyond  the  confines 

of  Italy  i". 

Hiero  lived  five-and-twenty  years  after  the  conclufion  of  the  firft 
Punic  war.  He  had  afcended  the  throne  by  merit,  and  reigned  over  a 
people  zealous  for  the  freedom  which  they  were  incapable  of  main- 
taining. Nor  did  he  fupport  his  government  by  the  (bedding  of  blood, 
or  the  banifhment  of  a  fingle  citizen  J.  He  wifely  made  virtue  his 
fupport,  continued  faithful  to  his  alliance  with  the  Romans,  and 
vifited  their  city  during  the  Ludi  Sesculares  ;  in  the  year  of  Rome  5 15. 

After  the  victory  of  Hannibal  over  the  Romans  at  Thrafymene,  he 
ordered  ambaffadors  to  Rome  to  teftify  his  afflidion,  fent  them  archers, 
{lingers,  corn,  a  weighty  Fz^or/^a  in  gold,  and  added  the  information 
that  the  Romans  ought  to  fend  their  Praetor  who  governed  Sicily  with 
a  fleet  to  Africa,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Carthaginians  from  affording 
aid  to  Hannibal. 

The  Roman  fenate  made  honourable  mention  of  his  kindnefs,  ac- 

*  Qep.  Ix.  to  Ixiil. 

t  Four  years  afterward,  the  Romans,  under  a  trifling  pretext,  obliged  the  Carthagi- 
nians to  cede  Sardinia. 

%  Polybius  :  Examples  of  Virtue  and  Vice,  lib,  vii.    Eutrop.  iii.  i; 
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cepted  his  prefents,  and  placed  the  ViSloria  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter 
Capitolinus*. 

Pliny  mentions  Hiero  among  the  Kings  who  caufed  agriculture  to 
flouriih  f . 

By  a  regulation  which  was  not  oppreffive  to  the  far  men,  he  fecured 
the  public  revenue  by  levying  a  yearly  tythe  of  corn.  "  Whether 
"  the  corn  were  ftill  in  fheaf,  or  houfed  in  barns,  or  fheds,  the  coun- 
"  tryman  could  neither,  by  removal  nor  by  exportation,  cheat  the 
"  King's  officers  of  a  fingle  grain.  The  regulations  were  fo  cxa(51:  that 
"  it  is  evident  Hiero  enjoyed  only  this  tax  J.  Acute  as  a  Sicilian,  he 
"  was  as  watchful  as  a  tyrant.  This  very  arrangement  was  beneficial 
"  to  agriculture  ;  for  fo  reftrided  was  the  power  of  the  tythe  collec- 
"  tors  that  they  could  not  take  more  of  the  farmer  than  their  due  §." 

Thefe  tythes  were  always  commuted  :  a  regulation  w^hich,  from  this 
period  to  the  time  that  the  Syracufian  difliridls  of  Sicily  came  under  the 
Roman  power,  from  refpe6t  to  Hiero  and  becaufe  it  was  beneficial  to 
the  people,  was  wifely  continued  by  the  Romans  ;  till  it  was  abolifhed 
under  the  rapacious  Prsetor  Verres,  to  whom  nothing  was  facred  ||, 

The  generofity  of  Hiero  not  only  extended  itfelf  toward  the  Romans 
but  to  his  other  allies.  He  and  his  fon,  Gelo,  when  an  earthquake 
had  injured  the  city  of  Rhodes  and  thrown  down  the  famous  colofliis, 
fent  confiderable  prefents  in  gold  as  well  as  filver  veflels  to  the  Pvho- 
dians ;  with  fifty  catapulta^  or  battering  engines  ;  and  caufed  a  fiatue 
to  be  ered:ed  in  Rhodes,  which  reprefented  that  city  crowned  by  Syra- 

*  Liv.  xxii.  37.  t  Plin-  Nat.  HiO:.  xviii.  5. 

X  There  are  proofs  of  Hiero  having  raifed  taxes  on  trade.  When  Cicero  called  C^o. 
tythes  the  only  tax,  he  fpoke  of  the  taxes  paid  by  the  farmer  for  his  lands.  Thefe  were 
very  fupportable,  in  fo  fertile  a  country  \  and  likewife  very  produd:ive  to  the  State. 

§  Cic.  in  Verrem. 

tl  Cic.  in  Verrem. 

Vol.  II.  3G  cufe: 
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cufe  :  added  to  which  he  remitted  the  ufual  taxes,  to  thofe  Syracufians 
who  traded  with  Rhodes  ^. 

We  tind  an  ample  but  interefting  defcription,  in  Athenseus,  of  a  mag- 
nificent and  prodigious  galley  ;  that  had  t\venty  benches  of  rowers, 
contained  an  extraordinary  number  of  perfons,  and  was  not  only  pro- 
vided with  dreadful  means  of  affault  but  with  all  that  could  delight 
the  mind,  and  charm  the  fenfe.  Baths  of  bronze  and  of  Tauromenian 
marble,  ftables,  a  gymnafium,  fmall  gardens  planted  with  various  trees 
and  watered  by  pipes,  the  twining  vine  and  ivy,  a  library,  and  a  fun 
dial,  were  all  in  this  galley.  It  had  three  decks  ;  the  fecond  of  wdiich 
was  inlaid  with  variegated  mofaic  work,  containing  the  whole  hiftory 
of  Homer's  Iliad.  Every  neceflary  for  repofe  by  night,  and  banquet- 
ing by  day,  was  provided  with  a  regal  luxury. 

As  much  timber  was  brought  from  the  foreft  of  jEtna,  for  the  build- 
ing of  this  galley,  as  would  have  fufficed  for  fixty  ordinary  galleys.  It 
had  three  mafts  ;  and,  on  the  upper  deck,  it  was  fortified  round  with 
a  wall,  and  eight  towers  like  a  citadel.  Each  of  the  towers  contained 
four  combatants,  completely  armed,  and  two  archers.  Wiihin,  the 
towers  were  provided  with  miffiles,  and  ftones  ;  and  on  the  walls  flood 
a  kind  of  artillery-machine,  invented  by  Archimedes,  which  threw 
ftones  of  three  hundred  weight,  and  a  lance  twelve  ells  in  length,  to 
the  diftance  of  a  ftadium  :  or  fix  hundred  feet. 

Each  fide  of  the  wall  was  provided  with  fixty  young  men,  well 
armed  ;  and  there  were  (hooters  even  in  the  maft-cages  f .  Round  the 
upper  deck  was  an  iron  rim  ;  where  there  were  machines  placed  which 
w^ould  adt  immediately  againft  an  enemy's  {hip,  hold  it  faft,  and  draw 
it  to  the  galley.  A  tree  fufficiently  large  for  the  main  maft  was  long 
fought  for  in  vain  :  till  a  hog  driver  found  one  in  Brett'ia^  or  BriUtiumy 

*  Polyb.  V.  88. 

f  Similar  perhaps  to  the  Top,  or  Round-top,  of  a  man  of  war.     T. 

I  the 
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the  prefent  South  Calabria  *.  The  lower  deck  coii'd  be  pumped  by  a 
fmgle  man,  with  the  aid  of  a  machine  which  the  Greeks  called 
KovAioj/;  the  Latins  Cochlea ;  and  which  we,  after  its  inventor,  name 
the  fcrew  of  Archimedes. 

When  the  wonderful  work  was  completed,  it  was  difcovered  that 
fome  of  the  havens  of  Hiero  would  not  contain  it ;  and  that  in  others 
it  was  not  fafe.  Hiero  therefore  fent  the  galley  f  to  King  Ptolomy, 
Ptolomxus  Philadelphus  I  fuppofe,  as  a  prefent,  to  Alexandria  \, 

You  will  pardon  me  this  borrowed  but  abbreviated  defcription,  taken 
from  Athenreus  :  as  it  appears  to  me,  not  only  interefting  in  itfelf,  but, 
ufefully  inftrudtive  to  thofe  who  have  formed  no  jufl:  idea  of  the  me- 
chanics of  the  ancients.  To  fuch  perfons,  I  recommend  the  chapter 
in  Athenasus  which  contains  this  defcription  ;  as  well  as  others,  in 
which  greater  fhips  of  the  Ptolomies  are  defcribed  :  and  of  one  which 
was  built  by  Ptolomscus  Philopater ;  that,  rowers  and  warriors  in- 
cluded, could  contain  feven  thoufand  men. 

The  great  Archimedes  was  the  relation  and  friend  of  Hiero,  and  was 
a  fage  whofe  mind  was  exercifed  in  the  higher  mathematics.  Deeply 
abforbed  in  the  refearches  of  this  profound  fcience,  he  was  but  little 
defirous  to  employ  himfelf  in  exciting  the  wonder  of  the  multitude, 
who  were  incapable  of  following  him  in  his  abftrad:  contemplations. 
Happening  one  day,  in  the  prefence  of  Hiero,  to  affirm  that  all  bodies, 
even  the  earth  itfelf,  give  him  but  a  point  to  ftand  upon,  might  be  re- 
moved, the  King  prefled  him  to  prove  his  aflertion  by  fome  vifible 

*  Inflead  of  BfjTTja;,  it  was  ufual  to  read  B^srraviag:  which  brought  the  main  maft 
of  the  gallc:y  of  Hiero  from  England  !  Cafaubon  difcovered  the  error,  and  reftored  the 
true  reading. 

f  We  muft  evidently  read,  with  Caufaubon,  'Ettsi  laavrag  m;  >.i/A.svocg  rtuHB  'ssag  //sy  u; 
2  JtfvaTOi  hai  trw  mm  Jexe^at,  T85  Je  km  emmv^uvag  uTra^x^iv.  As  the  haven  of  Syracufe  is 
one  of  the  moft  capacious  and  fecure  in  the  world,  I  conjedlure  that  Hiero  had  no  incli- 
nation to  widen  the  entrance  for  this  veflel. 

%  Athen.  1.  v.  cap.  10,  11. 

3  G  2  experiment : 
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experiment :  on  which,  Archimedes  bought  an  old  galley,  caufed  it  to 
be  loaded  and  manned,  and,  feating  himfelf  at  a  diftance  from  it,  by 
the  eafy  working  of  a  machine,  drew  it  toward  him  over  the  ground 
as  glidingly  as  if  it  had  been  in  the  fea.  The  King  was  amazed  !  ?.nd, 
by  entreaties,  prevailed  on  him  to  conftrud  thofe  famous  war  machines 
which  even  now,  when  fcience  has  taken  ft  rides  fo  vaft,  excite  afl:o- 
nhliment  but  are  not  equalled  *. 

The  poet  Theocritus,  a  Syracufian,  flourifhed  in  the  time  of  Hiero. 

Livv  informs  us  that  Gelo,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Hiero,  after  the  battle 
of  Cannsi,  defpifing  his  father's  age,  revolted  to  the  Carthaginians  ;  and 
would  have  changed  the  ftate  of  Sicily,  had  he  not,  fortunately  at  the 
moment  when  he  was  arming  the  people  and  exciting  the  allies,  been 
cut  off  by  death :  of  which  his  father  has  been  fufpeded  to  be  the 
caufe  f . 

Hiero  deferves  to  be  vindicated  from  a  ftain  fo  black  as  this ;  and 
we  have  the  exprefs  teftimony  of  Polybius  that  Gelo,  who  was  above 
fifty  years  of  age,  had  confidered  it  as  one  of  the  nobleft  purpofes 
of  life  to  obey  his  father  ;  and  neither  to  value  wealth  nor  the  fplen- 
dour  of  power  fo  highly  as  that  obfervance  of  faith,  and  love, 
which  he  held  to  be  due  to  his  feniors.  Polybius  lived  only  one  gene- 
ration after  Hiero  ;  and  Livy  two  hundred  years  :  the  hiftory  therefore 
of  the  incidents  of  that  age  by  Livy  deferves  lefs  to  be  credited  thaa 
the  teft:imony  of  the  Greek  writer  J. 

Hiero  died  in  the  firft  year  of  the  141ft  Olympiad,  538  years  after 
the  building  of  Rome,  and  214  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  at  the  age 

*  Plut.  Life  of  Marcel.  f  Liv.  xxiii.  30. 

%  Polybius,  Examples  of  Virtue  and  Vice,  1.  vii.  Of  the  writtings  of  Polybius  the  re- 
mains only  of  his  hiftory  have  defcended  to  us  ;  which  confifted  of  forty  books.  The 
five  firft  are  perfeft  :  befide  which  there  are  large  fragments  of  the  twelve  following 
books  i  and  examples  from  his  hiftory,  which  were  extraded  by  the  Greek  Emperor, 
Conftantinus  Porphyrogenetes.  One  of  thefe  is  entitled  "  On  Virtue  and  Vice,"  the 
other  "  On  Embaflies." 
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cf  ninety  j  and  after  he  bad  reigned  four-and-fifty  years.  He  would 
have  frequently  refigned  the  fovereignty,  and  again  made  Syracufe  a 
free  ftate :  but,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  Polybius,  he  was  en- 
treated to  retain  it  by  the  people.  Livy  fays  that,  when  he  was  very 
old,  he  would  have  laid  down  his  dignities  ;  fearful  the  power  fhould 
be  abufed  that  fhould  defcend  to  his  grandfon,  Hieronymus  ;  but  that 
he  was  prevented  by  his  two  daughters,  and  their  hufbands,  Andra- 
nodorus  and  Zoippus,  who  hoped  to  reign  under  the  name  of  the 
young  King :  and  that  Hiero,  at  the  age  of  ninety,  was  unable  to 
withftand  their  careifes  *. 

Hiero  when  dying  exhorted  the  young  Hieronymus  to  remember 
the  principles  of  his  education,  and  to  continue  faithful  to  that  alliance 
which  he  had  preferved  during  fifty  years  with  the  Romans  ;  and  he 
likewife  appointed  fifteen  guardians,  who  were  to  conftitute  a  council 
of  ftate  f.  Soon  however  after  the  death  of  the  old  King,  Andrano- 
dorus  removed  his  fourteen  colleagues,  himfelf  renouncing  in  appear-  gl- 
ance at  the  fame  time  his  guardianfhip  of  Hieronymus  ;  whom  he 
proclaimed  as  no  longer  a  minor,  Hieronymus  being  then  fifteen  years 
of  age.  But  his  true  intention  was  to  take  the  power  to  himfelf,  and 
fhare  it  with  Zoippus.  The  young  king  neverthelefs  liftened  to  one 
Thrafo,  who  was  the  only  perfon  that  advifed  him  to  continue  his 
friendftiip  with  the  Romans. 

A  confpiracy  was  difcovered,  againft  the  life  of  the  young  king,  by 
a  coxcomb  of  the  fame  age  as  Hieronymus,  who  was  accuftomed  to 
be  in  his  fociety  :  but  he  could  name  none  of  the  confpirators,  except 
Theodotus,  who  had  invited  him  to  participate  in  the  plot.  Theo- 
dotus  was  feized,  and  acknowledged  himfelf  guilty :  but  no  tortures 
could  wrr..g  from  him  the  names  of  his  affociates.     Being  at  length 

*  Compare  the  feventh  book  of  Polybius,  on  Examples   of  Virtue  and  Vice,  with 
Liyy  xxiv.  4. 

f  Cap.  iv.  and  v. 

obliged 
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oblio-ed  to  yield  to  pain,  he  named  feveral  of  the  friends  of  the  king; 
and,  among  others,  Thrafo,  that  he  might  turn  ahde  fufpicion  from  his 
confederates,  by  accufing  the  innocent.  The  accufed  were  put  to 
death  ;  Vv^hile  the  confpirators  remained  undifcovered,  not  one  of 
whom  concealed  himfelf,  or  left  the  city,  but  depended  on  the  forti- 
tude of  a  man  w^ho,  it  is  true,  fhewed  himfelf  worthy  of  this  confi- 
dence relatively  to  them,  but  who,  for  this  purpofe,  indulged  himfelf 
in  calumny  the  moft  criminal  and  the  moil  hateful  *'\ 

By  the  death  of  Thrafo,  the  lafh  bond  of  union  with  Rome  was 
broken  :  ambaffadors  were  fent  to  Hannibal,  who  in  return  fent  a 
young  Carthaginian  nobleman,  named  Hannibal,  and  with  him  Hip- 
pocrates and  Epifydes,  two  brothers,  whofe  grandfather  had  been  a 
fuo-itive  from  Syracufe  :  but  they  were  born  in  Carthage,  of  a  Cartha- 
ginian mother. 

The  Roman  territorial  pr.xtor,  Appius  Claudius,  likewife  fent  an 
ambaflador  to  Hieronymus  :  but  they  treated  him  with  ridicule,  and 
queflioned  him  concerning  the  circumftances  of  the  defeat  at  Canna;. 
After  ferioully  warning  him  againft  revolt,  the  Roman  departed. 

Hieronymus  fent  his  envoys  to  Carthage  ;  and  the  treaty  was  con- 
cluded :  Stipulating  that,  "  as  foon  as  the  Romans  fhould  be  driven  out 
*'  of'  Sicily,  the  river  Him  eras  fhould  be  the  boundary  between  the 
*'  territories  of  Carthage  and  Syracufe  f." 

Being  reminded  by  flatterers  that  he  w^as  not  only  the  grandfon  of 
Hiero  but  by  his  mother  likewife  of  Pyrrhus,  he  foon  afterward  fent 
another  embaffy ;  in  which  he  now  demanded  the  ceflion  of  all  Sicily, 
leaving  Italy  to  Carthage.     The  Carthaginians   laughed  at  the  vanity 

*  Cap.  V. 

f  Not  only  the  Fitime  Grande,  on  the  north,  but  the  Fiume  Salfo,  which  runs  into  the 
fea  on  the  fouth  fliore  of  Sicily,  and  which  both  proceed  from  one  fpring,  was  probably 
called  Himeras  by  the  ancients  :  as  I  have  already  (hewn  there  is  good  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
in  the  Ixxxvith  letter. 
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of  his  demand  ;   to  which  however  they  avoided  givuig  an  abfolute 
refufal,  left  he  fhould  again  ally  himfelf  to  the  Romans  *. 

In  the  phrenfy  of  his  ambition,  Hieronymus  led  an  army  of  fifteen 
thoufand  men  againft  Leontium  ;  intending  to  feize  this  city,  and  the 
Roman  territories  ;  and  the  confpirators,  perceiving  this  to  be  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity,  affafTinated  him  in  a  narrow  way  f . 

Hieronymus  reigned  thirteen  months. 

At  firft,  the  enraged  army  ftormed  aloud,  and  the  blood  of  the  afTaf- 
fms  they  declared  muft  be  facrificed  to  the  manes  of  the  murdered 
King:  but  the  frequently  deceiving  found  of  freedom,  and  the  hopes 
of  fharing  the  treafure  of  the  deceafed,  whofe  cruelty  and  voluptuouf- 
nefs  were  now  no  doubt  exaggerated,  foon  turned  the  tide,  and  the 
fickle  multitude,  whofe  afflldion  and  third:  for  revenge  were  at  firft  fo 
violent,  were  now  fo  entirely  forgetful  of  the  King  that  they  fuifered 
his  body  to  remain  unburied  J. 

While  the  other  confpirators  remained  behind  to  fecure  the  army, 
Theodotus  and  Sofis  rode  to  Syracufe  on  the  King's  horfes:  yet  a  mef- 
fenger  was  there  before  them,  and  Andranodorus  had  already  placed  a 
guard  in  the  ifland,  the  citadel,  and  other  parts.  They  rode  through 
the  gate  Hexapylon,  to  that  part  of  the  city  called  Tyche,  and  from 
there  to  Achradina,  every  where  fhewing  the  bloody  robe  of  the  King, 
They  fummoned  the  people  to  Achradina  :  or  Acradina;  for  fo  was 
that  large  quarter  of  Syracufe  called  which  feparated  the  ifland 
Ortygia,  the  ftrongeft  part  of  the  city,  from  Tyche  and  the  new  town, 
or  Neapolis  §. 

On  the  following  morning,  Polysenus,  one  of  their  chiefs,  pro- 

*  Cap.  vL  t  Cap.  vii. 

%  Polyblus,  who  well  underftood  the  merits  and  demerits  of  men,  grants  that  Hiero- 
nymus had  been  immoderate,  and  unjuft  \  but  denies  that  he  ought,  as  Tome  writers  have 
affirmed,  to  be  compared  to  the  molt  infamous  tyrants.  Polyb.  lib.  vii.  of  Examples  of 
Virtue  and  Vice. 

^  Cap.  xxi. 

nounced 
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nounced  a  difcourfe  which  breathed  freedom  and  moderation.  He 
reminded  the  Syracufians  that,  "  being  acquainted  with  the  difgrace 
*'  of  flavery,  they  ought  to  be  more  zealous  in  refiiling  an  experienced 
"  evil.  They  Ukewife  knew,  from  the  annals  of  their  fathers,  that 
"  contention  was  an  evil.  He  praifed  them  for  having  taken  up  arms  : 
*'  l)ut  he  would  praife  them  more,  were  they  only  to  ufe  them  in  cafe 
**  of  extreme  need.  Deputies  might  be  fent  to  Andranodorus,  which 
"  fliould  command  him  to  fubmit  to  the  fenate  and  the  people,  throw 
**  open  the  gates,  and  every  where  difmifs  the  guards.  Should  Andra- 
"  nodorus  perfift  in  oppofmg  them,  freedom  ought  then,  in  his  opi- 
"  nion,  to  be  more  ftrenuoully  infifted  on  from  Andranodorus  than 
"  from  Hieronymus.*' 

The  fenate  was  alTembled  which,  in  the  time  of  Hiero,  had  been 
confulted  on  public  affairs  ;  but  w^iich,  during  the  reign  of  Hierony- 
mus,  had  never  been  convoked. 

Andranodorus  was  appalled  by  the  unanimity  of  the  citizens ;  and 
that  ftrongefl;  part  of  the  city  which  was  in  his  poifeflion,  the  ifland, 
was  no  longer  under  the  guard  of  his  adherents.  A  conference  was 
held  between  him  and  the  deputies  ;  but  he  was  called  afide  from  it 
by  his  wife  Demarata,  the  daughter  of  Hiero :  who,  inflaming  him 
with  her  ambition,  advifed  him  to  fend  for  the  army  from  Leontium, 
and  win  it  over  by  a  promife  of  the  royal  treafury.  He  perceived 
however  that,  for  the  moment,  he  muft  yield  ;  and  promifed  the  depu- 
ties to  fubjeO:  himfelf  to  the  fenate,  and  the  people. 

Early  on  the  following  day,  he  opened  the  gate  of  the  ifland,  and 
appeared  at  the  public  place  in  Achradina.  There  he  held  a  difcourfe, 
exculpating  himfelf  from  delay,  and  alleging  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  the  people  had  not  probably  been  angry  with  all  that  were 
related  to  Hieronymus  :  but,  now  that  he  perceived  that  thofe  who 
had  made  Syracufe  free  intended  to  preferve  it  in  freedom,  he  had 
no  views  but  thofe  of  furrendering  all  that  belonged  to  him,  and  all 
^hat  was  entrufl:ed  to   him  by  his  country.     He   then  turned   to  the 

confpirators, 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  4,7 

confpiratoi*s,  and  addrefTed  himfelf  to  Theodotus  and  Sofis  by  name 
"  You  have  performed,"  faid  he,  "  a  memorable  deed  :  but,  believe 
"  me,  your  glory,  though  begun,  is  not  completed.  Imminent  danger 
"  is  yet  impending:  for,  if  you  do  not  reftore  peace  and  concord,  the 
"  free  republic  v^ill  become  a  morbid  corpfe*." 

After  this  oration,  he  laid  the  keys  of  the  gates  and  the  royal  trea- 
fury  at  their  feet ;  and  the  aflembly  joyfully  feparated.  The  temples 
were  filled  with  men,  women,  and  children,  offering  up  vows  for  the 
w^eal  of  the  republic :  and  Strategi  were  appointed  on  the  following 
day.  Of  thefe,  Andranodorus  was  one  :  the  others  were  chiefly  chofen 
from  among  the  confpirators. 

Hippocrates  and  Epicydes,  feeing  themfelves  deferted  by  the  fol- 
diers,  returned  to  Syracufe,  and  demanded  an  armed  guard,  that  fhould 
efcort  them  back  to  Hannibal,  who  was  with  the  Locri,  in  Italy ; 
alleging  that  all  Sicily  fwarmed  with  Romans.  The  Syracufians  would 
have  been  glad  of  their  departure,  but  delay  was  inevitable ;  and,  in 
the  interim,  thefe  two  youths  afperfed  the  fenate  and  the  nobles  to  the 
people,  by  the  means  of  foldiers  and  deferters:  accufmg  moft  of  them  of 
being  allied  with  the  Italians  and  Romans  j  and  that,  under  the  pretence 
of  procuring  their  fafety,  they  meant  to  betray  them  into  the  power  of 
Rome  f. 

The  people  liftened,  believed  the  accufations  againft  their  chiefs,  and 
not  only  Epicydes  but  Andranodorus,  excited  by  his  wife,  conceived 
new  hopes.  In  concert  with  Themiftus,  who  had  married  Gelo's 
daughter,  the  fifter  of  Hieronymus  and  the  niece  of  Demarata,  Andra- 
nodorus conceived  a  plan  of  feizing  on  the  government ;  which  he  com- 
municated to  Arifton,  a  player,  who  declared  all  he  knew  to  the  Stra- 
tegi, and  Andranodorus  and  Themiftus  were  afTaffinated  in  the  fenate. 

The  ad  excited  tumult :  but,  when  the  Strategi  led  Ariflon  to  the 
afTembled  Senate,  and  he  there  related  that  the  confpiracv  began  at  the 
nuptials  of  Harmonia,  the  daughter  of  Gelo,  with  Themiflus ;  that  the 
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intention  of  the  confpirators  was  to  aflaffinate  the  Strategi  and  the. 
pruicipal  citizens,  by  the  aid  of  African  and  Spaniih  foldiers,  who 
were  to  be  rev/arded  with  the  wealth  of  the  perfons  affaffinated  ;  and 
that  the  body  of  foldiers  that  had  been  the  adherents  of  Andranodorus 
were  again  prepared  to  feize  on  the  ifland  Ortygia  ;  it  appeared  to  the 
Senate  that  the  merit  of  the  prefent  aflaffination  was  no  lefs  felf-evident 
than  that  of  Hieronymus  had  been. 

The  mixed  voices  of  an  irrefolute  and  tumultuous  people  refounded 
throu"-h  the  Senate-houfe  ;  and  the  bodies  of  the  dead  were  there  ex- 
pofed,  in  order  to  infpire  terror.  They  all  filently  proceeded  to  the 
general  aflembly  ;  before  which  Sopatrus,  one  of  the  Strategi  who  had 
been  a  confpirator  againft  Hieronymus,  at  the  command  of  his  col- 
leagues and  the  Senate,  pronounced  an  inflammatory  difcourfe  *,  and 
excited  the  fickle  and  enthufiaftic  Syracufians  againft  the  wives  of  the 
two  perfons  afl^afhnated  :  who,  being  princefTes  of  the  blood  royal, 
had  infpired  their  hufbands  with  ambition. 

A  wild  and  univerfal  cry  now  arofe,  that  neither  the  princefles  nor 
any  one  of  the  blood  royal  fhould  be  fuffered  to  live.  "  Such,"  fays 
Livy,  "  is  the  nature  of  the  multitude  ;  they  obey  like  flaves,  or  they 
"  domineer  like  tyrants.  Of  that  freedom  which  lies  between  the 
"  extremes,  they  cannot  endure  to  be  deprived ;  yet  have  not  the 
"  capacity  to  enjoy  it :  nor  do  the  fupple  agents  of  their  anger  often  fail- 
"  to  irritate  the  cupidity  and  intemperance  of  the  multitude  to  ftain 
"  themfelves  with  blood  and  murder  f." 

Thus  it  happened  at  prefent.     Scarcely  had  the  Strategi  made  the 
propofition,  that  the  whole  royal  race  fhould  be   extirpated,  before  it 
was  confirmed,  proclaimed,  and  afTaffins  were  fent,  to  put  Demarata 
and  Harmonia  to  death  J. 
'*  Cap.  xxtv. 

^  Hactiaturn  mttltitudmis  eji,  out  fervit  humilitefy  aut  fuperhe  dominatun  llhertatem,  qu^ 
media  ejl,  nee  fpernere  modice  mc  habere  fciunt  :  et  nonferme  defunt  trarum  indulgentes  miniftri 
qui  avidos  at  que  intemperantes  pkbeiorum  animoi  ad  fangttinem  et  cades  initent. 
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Heraclea,  the  wife  of  Zoippus,  lived  retired  with  her  two  daugh- 
ters :  her  hufband  having  been  fent  by  Hieronymiis  to  the  kino-  of 
Egypt,  where  he  had  rather  preferred  to  refide  than  in  the  reftlefs  Sy- 
racufe.  When  fhe  heard  that  flie  Hkewife  was  to  fall,  fhe  and  her 
daughters  fled  to  the  inmoft  fanduary  of  her  houfehold  gods  :  where, 
in  their  mourning  robes  and  their  hair  difhevelled,  the  trembling  vir- 
gins waited,  expelling  death. 

In  vain  did  Heraclea  conjure  the  aRailins,  now  by  the  memory  of 
Hiero,  and  now  of  Gelo,  not  to  confound  the  guiltlefs  with  the  vices 
of  Hieronymus.  "  Did  any  man  now,"  faid  (lie,  *'  inform  my  hufband 
*'  of  the  death  of  Hieronymus,  and  that  Syracufe  is  free,  how  would 
*'  he  haften  to  his  fliip,  and  joyfully  reviilt  his  country  !  Alas  !  how 
*'  deceitful  are  the  hopes  of  men  !  Now,  in  free  Syracufe,  the  fword  h 
*'  fufpended  over  his  wife  and  daughters  !  What  is  to  be  feared  from  a 
'*  woman,  who  lives  like  a  widow  ?  or  what  from  orphan  virgins  ?  If 
"  the  whole  royal  race  be  fo  hateful  to  you.  Oh  fend  us  to  Alexandria  ! 
*'  the  wife  to  her  hufband,  the  daughters  to  their  father  !  " 

Perceiving  the  aflaflins,  deaf  to  her  remonftrances,  draw  their 
fwords,  regardlefs  of  herfelf,  flie  entreated  only  for  her  daughters  ; 
whofe  tender  age  might  well  infpire  compaffion  !  Entreated  that,  while 
they  were  ridding  themfelves  of  tyranny,  they  would  not  imitate  the 
a^imes  of  tyrants !  Deaf  to  all  fhe  faid,  they  dragged  her  from  the 
fandluary,  and  murdered  her. 

They  then  affaulted  the  daughters;  who,  fprinkled  with  their  mo- 
ther's blood,  frantic  in  terror,  broke  from  their  gripe  :  again  pitilefsly 
were  feized,  again  with  frefh  wounds  efcaped,  till,  at  laft,  mangled  and 
disfigured  with  blood,  they  fell,  overwhelmed  with  ftabs,  juft  as  an 
Orrder  for  their  pardon  too  late  arrived. 

The  rage  of  the  people  changed  to  compafTion,  in  behalf  of  the  mur- 
dered princeifes  ;  and  this  compafTion  to  anger,  againft  the  exciters 
and  hafty  executors  of  the  murderous  command.  New  Strategi,  to 
replace  the  deceafed  Andranodorus  and  Themiftus,  were  demanded  ; 

3  H  2  and 


420  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

and  the  Strategi  in  office  well  perceived  that  the  approaching  eledion 
would  not  be  conduced  according  to  their  defires  *  . 

The  people  being  aflembled,  one  of  the  loweft  among  them  put  Epi- 
cydes,  and  another  Hippocrates,  in  nomination  ;  and  numerous  voices 
fupported  this  choice  :  which  was  the  more  eafily  favoured  becaufe  a 
great  part  of  the  affembly  confifted  of  foldiers,  and  fugitives,  to  whom 
every  change  was  acceptable.  In  vain  did  the  Strategi  endeavour  to 
oppofe  their  ele(Sioa  :  overpowered  by  the  crowd,  and  fearful  of  com- 
motion, they  were  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  candidates  as  their  col- 
leagues. 

Wholly  in  the  intereft  of  Carthage,  Epicydes  and  Hippocrates  were 
chagrined  that  ambaffadors  had  been  fent  to  Appius  Claudius,  the 
praetor  of  the  Roman  province.  Appius  had  fent  information  of  this 
to  the  Conful,  Claudius  Marcellus,  who  was  expeded  in  Sicily  ;  and 
he  had  deputed  envoys  to  Syracufe.  Their  arrival  however  was  un- 
favourable :  for  the  appearance  of  a  Carthaginian  fleet,  off  the  pro- 
montory of  Pachymu,  or  Capo  Paflaro,  was  publicly  announced  ;  and 
Hippocrates  and  Epicydes,  now  throwing  off  the  mafk,  accufed  their 
colleagues  of  an  intention  to  betray  Syracufe  to  the  Romans,  by  put- 
ting it  into  the  hands  of  the  Roman  foldiers  and  deferters.  Some 
fhips,  which  Appius  had  fent  to  the  mouth  of  the  haven  for  the  en- 
couragement of  thofe  who  favoured  Rome,  gave  a  colouring  of  pro- 
bability to  this  accufation  ;  and  the  people  immediately  rofe  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  the  Romans,  ihould  they  attempt  to  land  f . 

The  citizens  were  convoked,  and  addrefled  ;  and  the  confufion  was 
fo  great  that  an  infurredion  was  feared.  Apollonides,  a  principal 
citizen,  calmly  harangued  them  on  the  neceffities  of  the  moment,  ex- 
horted them  to  concord,  and  pointed  out  the  neceffity  of  coming  either 
to  an  undivided  and  determined  declaration  in  favour  of  the  Romans, 
or  of  the  Carthaginians.  He  thought  the  decifion  of  greater  import- 
ance than  the  choice  ;    though  he  urged  political  and  moral  motives  in 
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favour  of  an  alliance  with  the  Romans,  whofe  friendfhip  they  had 
maintained  above  fifty  years.  He  placed  before  them  the  example  of 
Hiero,  and  the  oppofite  condud:  of  Hieronymus  ;  and  concluded  with 
the  remark  that,  if  war  were  declared  againft  Carthage,  there  would 
be  no  immediate  occafion  of  combating  :  but,  if  againft  the  Romans, 
they  muft  inftantly  arm,  and  from  that  moment  exped  to  be  attacked. 

The  difcourfe  of  Apollonides  produced  its  effed.  The  people  were 
eafily  convinced  that  they  were  incapable  of  fuftaining  a  war  againft 
Rome,  and  ambafladors  were  fent  to  demand  peace  *. 

A  fliort  time  afterward,  deputies  arrived  from  Leontlum,  requeftin^'- 
protection  for  themfelves  and  their  territory  ;  and  this  appeared  to  be 
a  favourable  opportunity,  to  the  chiefs  of  Syracufe,  of  ridding  the  city 
of  reftlefs  people,  and  dangerous  leaders.  The  Strategus,  Hippocrates, 
was  commanded  to  head  the  foldiers  and  deferters,  who  aflembled 
under  his  banners,  to  the  number  of  four  thoufand  men. 

This  enterprife  was  no  lefs  agreeable  to  the  perfon  fent  than  to  the 
perfons  fending,  who  were  equally  defirous  of  a  change  of  affairs. 
Hippocrates  began  with  an  outrageous  attack  on  the  Roman  territory  ; 
and,  when  Appius  fent  aid  to  the  allied  army,  Hippocrates  fell  on 
the  Romans  with  all  his  force,  and  put  many  of  them  to  death.  As 
foon  as  Marcellus  heard  this,  he  fent  to  Syracufe,  complained  of  the 
breach  of  peace,  and  demanded  the  banifhment  of  Hippocrates  and 
Epicydes,  not  only  from  Syracufe  but  from  Sicily. 

Epicydes  departed  to  Leontium  ;  where  he  found  the  citizens  at  that 
time  difinclined  to  the  Romans,  and,  by  roufing  them  to  their  ancient 
love  of  freedom,  excited  them  to  revolt  from  Syracufe  :  the  govern- 
ment of  which  he  defcribed  as  tyrannical.  Ambaffadors  being  fent 
from  Syracufe  to  complain  of  the  injuries  done  to  the  Romans,  they 
were  arrogantly  anfwered  that  the  Leontini  had  neither  agreed  with 
the  Syracufians  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  Romans,  nor  did  they 
hold  themfelves  bound  by  any  foreign  alliance. 

The  Syracufians  communicated  this  anfwer  to  the  Romans ;  and 
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declared  that,  as  the  Leontini  had  renounced  their  alliance,  the  Romans 
were  at  liberty  to  make  war  upon  them  :  nay  that  they  would  even 
aid  them  in  this  war,  provided  that,  when  they  fhould  be  fubje£ted, 
it  fhould  be  a  condition  of  the  treaty  of  peace  that  Leontium  fhould 
become  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Syracufe  *. 

Marcellus  now  marched  with  his  whole  army  againft  Leontium, 
commanded  Appius  to  aid  him  in  the  fiege,  and  the  city  was  taken  at 
the  firft  aflault  by  the  enraged  Romans.  Hippocrates  and  Epicydes 
took  refuge  in  the  citadel,  and  from  thence  efcaped  to  Erbejpis. 

Eight  thoufand  men  from  Syracufe  were  marching  againft  Leon- 
tium, when  they  were  met  by  a  mcflenger  ;  who  acquainted  them 
with  the  capture  of  the  city,  and  related  the  cruelties  committed  by  the 
Romans :  which  he  exaggerated  ;  affirming  that,  not  only  the  foldiers 
:of  Leontium,  but  the  citizens  had  been  flaughtered.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve an  adult  was  left  alive  :  the  city  had  been  plundered,  and  the 
property  of  the  rich  divided. 

The  ufage  of  war  at  that  time  gave  probability  to  his  relation  ;  which 
was  increafed  by  the  levity  with  v;hich  the  Leontini  had  injured  the 
Romans.  The  truth  was,  Marcellus  had  only  fcourged  and  decapi- 
tated two  thoufand  deferters  j  but  not  one  of  the  citizens,  whom  he 
had  neither  attacked  in  body  nor  in  goods. 

The  calumny  had  a  powerful  efFed  on  the  army  ;  which  refufed  to 
proceed  farther  againft  Leontium,  or  to  wait  for  further  intelligence. 
.Softs  and  Dinomenes,  their  commanders,  led  them  againft  Megara  ; 
and  haftened  themfelves  with  a  fmall  body  of  horfe  to  Erbeffiis,  which 
place  they  hoped  to  gain  by  furprife :  but,  after  an  unfuccefsful  at- 
-tempt,  they  returned  to  head  the  army  that  they  had  fent  againil  Me- 
gara. 

Defpairlng  of  being  faved,  Hippocrates  and  Epicydes  determined  to 
throw  themfelves  on  the  mercy  of  the  army  that  was  retreating  :  they 
being  known  to  moft  of  the  foldiers,  and  having  heard  the  impreftion 
that  had  been  produced  by  the  falfehood  of  the  meflenger.     The  van- 
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guard  confifted  of  fix  hundred  Cretans,  who  had  lately  ferved  with 
both  thefe  leaders  under  Hieronymus  ;  and  who  likewife  were  devoted 
to  Hannibal  :  becaufe,  having  been  taken  by  him  at  the  vid:ory  of  the 
lake  of  Thrafymenus,  he  had  fet  them  at  liberty.  To  thefe  Hippo- 
crates and  Epicydes,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  fuppliants  among  the 
ancients,  prefented  the  olive  branch  wound  round  with  cotton  ;  entreat- 
ing that  they  might  not  be  delivered  up  to  the  Syracufians,  who  foon 
w^ould  deliver  the  Cretans  themfelves  to  the  affaiTinating  fword  of  the 
Romans*. 

The  Cretans  immediately  called  aloud  to  them  to  be  of  good  cou- 
rage ;  for  that  they  were  ready,  be  it  what  it  might,  to  fhare  their  for- 
tune. The  army  halted  before  the  Generals  knew  why  ;  and,  when 
the  rumour  began  to  fpread,  that  Hippocrates  and  Epicydes  were  pre* 
fent,  the  Generals  haftened  to  the  banners  in  front  of  the  army,  and 
demanded  of  the  Cretans  if  they  were  daring  enough  to  hold  inter- 
courfe  with  enemies  :  nay  more,  to  receive  them  in  the  army  without 
the  confent  of  their  leaders  ?  and  commanded  Hippocrates  to  be  put  in 
fetters.  The  cries  of  the  Cretans  however  were  fo  frantic,  and  the  con^ 
fent  of  the  army  was  fo  loudly  announced,  that  the  Strategi  were  em- 
barrafled  ;  and,  proceeding  in  their  march  to  Megara,  fent  an  account 
of  this  occurrence  to  Syracufe* 

To  arrogance  Hippocrates  added  treachery,  and  invented  letters^ 
from  the  Strategi  in  Syracufe  to  Marcellus,  which  he  pretended  to  have 
intercepted :  letters  which  not  only  approved  of  the  maffacre  of  the 
Leontini,  but  which  difplayed  intentions  inimical  to  the  foldiers ; 
wifhing  that  Sicily  were  freed  from  them,  and  even  containing  a  re- 
queft  that  the  Romans  would  attack  the  army  before  Megara,  and  by 
the  flaughter  of  thefe  men  relieve  Syracufe  from  danger. 

The  reading  of  the  letters  excited  the  moft  furious  exclamations* 
The  foldiers  afTembled,  ran  to  arms,  and  the  fearful  Strategi  fled  to 
Syracufe  ;  all  the  citizens  of  which,  that  were  in  the   army,,  were 
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feized,  and  not  one  of  them  would  have  been  fpared,  had  not  Hippo- 
crates and  Epicydes  appeafed  the  wrath  of  the  revolters.  This  they 
did,  not  from  humanity,  but,  that  they  might  hold  them  as  hoftages. 

Taught  by  experience  how  eafily  the  people  might  be  moved,  they 
Inftruded  a  foldier,  who  had  come  from  Leontium,  to  fpread  among 
the  citizens  of  Syracufe  the  falfe  intelligence  of  the  mafTacre  of  the 
Leontini ;  which  had  already  produced  fo  great  an  effed  upon  the 
army  '^. 

Not  only  the  multitude,  but  the  Senate  itfelf  of  this  inflammable 
people,  gave  credit  to  this  man's  tale.  They  congratulated  themfelves 
on  their  good  fortune  in  having  difcovered  the  cruel  fpirit  of  the  Ro- 
mans before  they  had  found  an  occafion  of  infliding  the  fame  difgrace 
on  Syracufe  ! 

The  determination  to  ftiut  the  gates  was  general.  To  this  moft  were 
induced  by  a  fear  of  the  Romans  ;  but  fome  took  this  ftep  as  a  well- 
founded  precaution  againft  Hippocrates  and  Epicydes.  Thefe  men 
however  were  already  at  the  gate  of  Tyche,  which  is  called  Hexa- 
pylon,  or  the  fix-door  gate,  when  the  people  immediately  began  to 
demand  it  fhould  be  opened,  and  they  and  their  army  marched  into 
the  city.  In  vain  did  the  Strategi  command,  threaten,  and,  forgetful 
of  their  dignity,  condefcend  to  entreat.  The  people  were  deaf,  the 
army  was  admitted,  Achradina  was  taken,  and  the  Strategi  were  mur- 
dered :  fome  of  them  excepted,  who  efcaped  amid  the  tumult. 

Night  put  an  end  to  the  maflacre  ;  and  the  following  day  the  flaves 
were  fet  free,  the  prifons  were  opened,  and  a  tumultuous  alTembly  of 
this  confufed  multitude  eleded  Hippocrates  and  Epicydes  as  Strategi  f . 
When  the  Romans,  who  were  at  Leontium,  heard  of  the  tranfadtions 
of  Syracufe,  they  began  their  march.  The  meflengers,  fent  by  Ap- 
pius,  with  difficulty  efcaped  ;  their  galley  having  been  feized  in  the 
haven  :  fo  that  not  only  the  rights  of  peace  but  the  laws  of  war  were 
infringed.     The  Romans  encamped  fifteen  hundred  paces  from  the 
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city  at  Olympion  ;  a  village  fo  called,  after  the  temple  of  the  Olym- 
pian Zeus  :  whence  they  fent  deputies  ;  whom,  that  they  might  not 
be  admitted  into  the  city,  Hippocrates  and  Epicydes,  attended  by  a 
guard,  went  to  meet. 

One  of  the  Romans  declared,  "  they  came  not  as  enemies,  but  as 
"  deliverers  :  as  well  to  thofe  who  fhould  take  refuge  among  them,  as 
"  to  thofe  who  were  obliged  patiently  to  fubmit  to  (hameful  flavery. 
"  They  came  as  the  revengers  of  betrayed  and  aflaffinated  allies.  If 
"  thofe  who  had  deferted  to  the  Romans  might  be  permitted  to  return 
"  and  if  the  authors  of  murder  and  commotion  were  delivered  up,  Syra- 
"  cufe  fliould  be  reinftated  in  its  liberties  and  laws  without  an  ap- 
peal to  arms. 

Epicydes  concluded  an  arrogant  anfwer  with  obferving  that,  "  if 
the  Romans  thought  proper  to  attack  them,  the  difference  between 
"  befieging  Leontium  and  Syracufe  would  foon  be  difcovered  *." 

The  Romans  now  began  to  befiege  Syracufe  by  land  and  water ; 
which  place  confifted  of  four  united  towns.  The  fleet  was  commanded 
by  Marcellus  ;  the  land  forces  by  Appius  ;  and  both  attacked  the  city 
with  prodigious  machines  :  playing  upon  it  v/iih  balijlie,  and  "cata- 
pidtce ;  the  firft  to  throw  miffiles,  and  the  lad  to  batter  the  walls  • 
while  the  light-armed  flingers  and  archers  from  the  ihips  aflailed  the 
walls  of  Achradina,  where  the  Syracufians  v/ere  feldom  fullered  to  ap- 
pear unchaitifed. 

Affaults  like  thefe  Syracufe  could  not  long  have  refillied,  had  not 
a  fage  in  the  city,  a  fingle  fage,  familiarized  with  the  ftars  of  heaven 
and  initiated  In  the  wonderful  fecrets  of  fcience,  prevloullv  exer- 
cifed  his  invention,  out  of  friendfhip  for  Hiero,  in  the  conftrudlon  of 
war  machines ;  and  had  hot  the  great  man,  now  that  his  country  was 
in  danger,  increafed  his  former  preparatory  ftores  f . 

*  Cap.  xxxiil. 

f  Compare  Livy,lib.  xxiv.  53,  with  Polyblus  viil.  5  to  8,  and  with  Plutarch's  Life  of 
Marcellus. 
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Marcellus  expeded  great  confequences  from  enormous  Rorming- 
machines,  or  ladders  ;  which  were  called  after  the  fainhttcay  a  mufical 
inftrument  of  the  Greeks,  and  which  were  fupportcd  by  two  galleys 
braced  to  each  other  :  the  rowers  of  one  fitting  on  the  right  fide,  and 
the  rowers  of  the  other  on  the  left.  The  machine  was  long,  four 
paces  broad,  and  provided  v/ith  fcaling  ladders  :  the  upper  ends  of 
which,  being  raifed  in  the  manner  of  a  drawbridge,  were  let  dowa 
againft  the  wall.  Connedled  as  thefe  ladders  were  with  the  galleys 
that  carried  them,  they  had  been  compared  to  the  mufical  inftrument 
called  the  fambuca  :  but  the  miffile  machines  of  Archimedes  fooa 
deftroyed  ihe/ajiibtica ;  for  fome  of  his  machines  caft  forth  leaden  bul-» 
lets,  and  others  fragments  of  rock  of  ten  hundred  weight :  which 
fhattered  the/ambuca  and  the  galleys, 

Archimedes  caufed  the  walls  in  many  places  to  be  bored  through  ; 
the  outward  apertures  of  which  were  fmall,  but  within  they  were  capa- 
ble of  containing  a  man ;  and  from  thefe  the  Syracufians  without  dan- 
ger to  themfelves,  difcharged  their  fmaller  miffiles  and  arrows  *» 

Archimedes,  with  inexhauftible  art,  fhowered  aixd  flung  implements 
of  deftrudion  on  the  enemy,  whether  diftant  or  near.  Thus,  whea 
the  Romans  imagined  that,  by  approaching  the  walls,  they  fhould 
efcape  the  danger  of  thofe  vaft  machines  that  afl'aulted  them  at  a  dif- 
tance,  they  found  them.felves  annoyed  with  ftones  and  arrows,  from 
the  fecret  recefles,  more  furioufly  than  before.  The  befiegers  could 
difcover  no  protection  againft  the  v/ell  diredted  beams  and  ftones,  of 
incredible  fize,  which  were  difcharged  upon  their  latticed  turrets* 
(yeppu,  crates^  phite'u) 

Archimedes  had  conftruded  vaft  engines  behind  the  walls  ;  which 
now  fuddenly  funk  the  galleys  of  the  Romans  by  inftantly  letting  beams 
fall,  at  the  end  of  which  an  enormous  weight  was  faftened  ;  and  now 
by  the  aid  of  other  beams,  provided  with  hooks  which  might  be  called 
iron  hands,  that  no  lefs  rapidly  feized  on  the  galleys,  lifted  them  up, 

*  Polyb.  lit,  viii.  Liv.  lib.  xxiv.  and  Plut.  Life  of  Mar. 
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whirled  them  round  in  the  ah-,  hurhng  the  crew  on  all  fides,  and  at  laft 
<lafhlng  the  fufpended  veflel  againft  the  walls. 

So  great  was  the  terror  that  feized  upon  the  Romans  that,  if  they 
only  faw  but  a  cord  hanging  from  the  walls,  or  a  proje<3:ing  lath,  they 
immediately  took  to  flight  :  crying  Archimedes  is  going  to  aflault  us 
with  new  machines  *  ! 

Marcellus  thus  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  change  the  fiege  into  a 
blockade  ;  and  to  cut  off  the  fupplies  of  the  city,  by  land  and  water. 

In  the  fecond  campaign  he  left  Appius  at  the  head  of  the  befiegino; 
army,  and  marched  againft  other  towns  of  Sicily  that  had  taken  part 
-with  the  Carthaginians.  Helorus  and  Erbeilus  furrendered  ;  and 
Megara  was  taken  by  ftorm,  and  facked,  to  the  terror  of  the  other 
towns  :  particularly  of  Syracufe.  This  was  about  the  time  Him.ilco 
landed  at  Minoa ;  with  twenty-five  thoufand  foot,  three  thoufand 
horfe,  and  twelve  elephants. 

Unremarked  by  the  befiegers,  Hippocrates  marched  by  night  out 
of  Syracufe,  with  ten  thoufand  foot  and  five  hundred  horfe,  and  en- 
camped near  Acrilla  f  :  which  fituation  muft  have  been  about  half  a 
day's  journey  north,  beyond  Capo  Pajfaro  f ,  Marcellus  left  Agrigen- 
tum,  where  his  intentions  had  been  fruRrated,  it  having  been  pre- 
vioufly  taken  by  Himilco,  and  unexpectedly  fell  upon  Hippocrates, 
defeated  him,  by  the  vi<5lory  prevented  feveral  tov.ms  from  revolting, 
and  marched  back  to  the  camp  of  the  Romans  that  lay  before  Syracufe. 

Himilco,  after  taking  Morgentium  §,  endeavoured  to  induce  feveral 
towns  to  declare  in  favour  of  Carthage  ;  and  Plnnarius,  the  Roman 
commander  in  Enna,  difcovered  that  the  inhabitants  had  a  fecret  un- 
derftanding  with  Himilco.  The  chiefs  of  the  town,  pretending  to  feel 
offended  at  unmerited  diftruft,  demanded  of  him  the  keys  of  tlie  gates  ; 
jLirft  entreating,  then  preffmg,  and  at  laft  threatening  ;  fupported  by  the 
cries  of  the  clamorous  people  :  but  Pinnarius  had  cautioned,  armed, 

'■'^  Lh\  xxiv.  ^  Cap.  xxv,  :|:  Vid.  Cluv.  ]Map.  Sic.  j  Cap.  xxxvl. 
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and  arranged,  his  foldiers  ;  who,  on  a  given  fignal,  rufhed  fword  in 
hand  upon  the  inhabitants,  who  had  no  forefight  of  this  attack,  maiTa- 
cred  them  in  their  rage,  and  in  this  manner  preferved  one  of  the 
ftrong  holds  of  Sicily,  which  was  im.pregnable,  for  the  Romans. 
Marcellus  favoured  this  adion,  and  gave  up  the  booty  of  the  plun- 
dered Enna  to  the  foldiers*. 

Marcellus  fuffered  Appius,  who  was  defirous  of  the  confular  dignity^ 
to  depart  for  Rome  ;  and,  in  his  ftead,  gave  the  command  to  T.  Quinc- 
tius  Crifpinus  ^  while  he  himfelf  took  up  his  winter  quarters  in  a  place 
called  Leon,  five  thoufand  paces  from  Syracufe  f. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  third  year,  Marcellus  was  doubtful  whether  he 
fnould  march  againft  Himilco  and  Hippocrates,  and  endeavour  to  con- 
quer Agrigentum,  or  fhould  continue  the  fiege  of  Syracufe ;  which  fet 
his  power  at  defiance,  and  unmolefled  received  fupplies  from  Carthage. 
He  determined  however  to  make  a  trial  of  artifice  ;  by  means  of  the 
fugitives  from  Syracufe,  who  had  taken  refuge  with  him  :  but  this  was 
difcovered,  and  Epycides  caufed  thofe  in  the  city,  who  held  correfpond- 
ence  with  the  confpirators,  to  be  put  to  death  with  tortures. 

Soon  afterward,  Damippus,  a  Lacedemonian  fent  by  the  Syracufians 
to  Philip  king  of  Macedon,  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  Romans. 
Epicydes  wiihed  to  ranrfom  him ;  to  which  Marcellus  was  not  difm- 
clined,  becaufe  the  Romans,  at  that  time,  began  to  fhew  themfelves 
well  difpofed  tov/ard  the  ^toHans,  who  were  the  allies  of  the  Lacede- 
monians. This  negotiation  occafioned  feveral  meetings  near  a  haven 
of  Syracufe  ;;  which,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  two  others,  was  called 
after  a  neighbouring  village  the  Trogilian  haven. 

From  this  place  a  Roman  meafured  the  height  of  the  Vv^all  with  his 
eye,  counted  the  number  of  (tones  as  they  lay  one  over  the  other, 
found  that  according  to  his  eftimatethe  height  was  not  fo  conuderable 
as  It  had  been  fuppofed,  and  communicated  his  remarks  to  Marcellus  ;- 

*  Cap.  xxxvii,  xxxviii.  and  xxxis.  t  Cap.  xxxix. 
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who  did  not  negled  the  advice  of  the  foldier,  but  only  waited  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  This  was  foon 
afforded  him,  at  the  feftival  of  Diana ;  which  continued  three  days, 
and  on  which  occafion,  as  delicate  viands  were  fcarce  in  the  befieged 
city,  the  wine  w^as  the  more  liberally  diftributed  by  Epicydes. 

Night  being  come  and  the  ladders  prepared,  fome   feled  warriors 
mounted  the  wall ;  and,  encouraged  by  their  example,  others  followed. 
From  the  wall  they  glided  to  the  gate  Hexapylon  * ;   meeting  with 
little  refiftance,  and  putting  their  few  opponents  to  the  fword.     They 
now  began  to  batter  at  one   of  the  fix  doors  of  the  gate  Hexapylon. 
Mean  while,   all   the  trumpets  of  the  Romans  founded  the  affault  on 
the  v^ralls  ;  and  fome   of  the    foldiers  had  already  rufhed  forward  to 
Epipola^.  When  the  morning  appeared,  the  gate  was  forced,  Marcellus 
marched  with  his  whole  army  into  that  quarter  of  the  city,  and  Epicv- 
des,  not  fuppofmg  the  enemy  that  had  gained  entrance  thus  powerful,, 
haftily  left  the  ifland  to  march  to  Epipolse  :  but,  after  a  vain  attack,  re- 
treated with  his  army  to  Achradina  ;  lefs  from  the  fear  of  the  Romans 
than  from  the  dread  of  treachery  ;  and  becaufe,  if  he  longer  delayed,  he 
might  find  the  gate  that  led  from  Achradina  to  the  ifland  blockaded. 

When  Marcellus,  from  the  high  ground  where  he  was,  overlooked 
the  city,  the  tears  Hood  in  his   eyes :  partly  fays  Livy  from  the  joy 
excited  by  his  fuccefs,.  and  partly  by  the  remembrance  of  the  former 
glory  of  Syracufe.      Imagination  conjured   up   the   fonk  fleets  of  the 
Athenians,  and  the  deftrudion  of  their  tv/o  mighty  armies,  with  their 
two  famous  leaders.    He  recolleded  the  dangerous  wars  that  Syracufe 
had  waged-  againft  the  Carthaginians,   and  the  powerful  tyrants  and 
kings  of  that  city:   among  whom  he  diftinguidied  Hiero  the  Great, 
whofe  recent  memory  he  afTociated  with  thoughts  upon  the  fortune,  the 
friendfhip,  and  the  virtue  of  the   man  :   which  were  the  dearer  to  the 
Romans  becaufe,  while  as  a  King  he  had  fteadfaftly  preferved  his 

*  Liv.  xxy,  cap.  23, 
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attachment  to  Rome,  he  had  fubjeded  his  country  by  makhig  himfelf 
its  benefadtor. 

While  this  pafled  in  his  mind,  the  affliding  idea  occurred  that  this 
noble  city,  probably  within  an  hour,  might  be  wholly  confumed  by 
flames.  Therefore,  before  he  made  an  ailault  upon  Achradina,  he  fent 
fome  of  the  Syracufians,  that  were  with  him,  with  conciliatory  propo- 
fitions  :  hoping  they  might  be  moved  to  a  voluntary  furrender  *. 

The  walls  and  gates  of  Achradina  were  guarded  by  deferters  ;  who, 
defpairing  of  pardon  for  themfelves,  fhut  up  every  entrance  againft  the 
pcrfons  deputed  by  Marcellus,  and  refufed  them  a  hearing. 

Marcellus  itationed  his  army  between  Tyche  and  Neapolis ;  two 
-quarters  of  Syracufe ;  after  he  had  made  a  vain  attempt  to  perfuade 
Philodemus,  the  commander  of  the  high  fortrefs  of  Euryelus,  to 
furrender.  He  chofe  this  ftation  becaufe  the  place  was  not  the  popu- 
lous part  of  the  city,  that  he  might  reftrain  the  pillage  of  the  foldiers ; 
and  hither  deputies  came  to  him,  from  Tyche  and  Neapolis^  prefenting 
the  olive  branch,  and  entreating  that  they  might  be  preferved  from 
murder  and  conflagration  :  and,  after  holding  a  council  of  war,  he 
promifed  protedion  to  the  free.  All  others  he  gave  up  as  the  booty  of 
the  foldiers ;  and  immeafurable  was  the  plunder  of  a  city  v/hich  had 
fiourifhed  fo  long.  Philodemus  now  furrendered  the  fortrefs  of  Eurye- 
lus ;  after  he  had  procured  a  free  retreat,  for  himfelf  and  his  troops,  to 
Epicydes. 

Bomilcar,  the  Carthaginian  admiral,  during  a  fl:ormy  night,  fecretly 
failed  from  the  haven  of  Syracufe,  with  five-and-thirty  fliips,  left  five- 
and-fifiy  behind,  hafl:ened  to  Carthage,  and  foon  returned  with  a  hun- 
dred fail  f . 

Hippocrates  and  Himllco  came  unexpededly  with  an  army  upon 
the  Romans  ;  whom  they  attacked,  aided  at  the  fame  time  by  Epicydes 
and  the  garrifon  of  Achradina,  while   the  Carthaginian  fleet  was  fo 

*  Cap.  xxiv.  t  Cap.  xxv. 
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Rationed  that  it  cut  ofF  all  communication  between  Marcellus  and 
Crifpiniis  :  one  of  whom  however  repulfed  Hippocrates,  and  the  other 
Epicydes. 

Nor  were  the  evifs  of  war  fufficient :  they  were  increafed  by  a  peftl- 
lence,  the  infedion  of  which  continued  to  fpread  in  confequence  of  the 
air  of  the  place,  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  multitude  of  the  fick  j 
efpecially  in  the  camps  without  the  city,  which  v;ere  not  fheltered  by 
the  cooling  fhade  of  the  houfes  The  wailings  of  death  were  heard  day 
and  night ;  till  the  people  were  fo  accuflomed  to  mifery  that  they  firfl 
became  indifferent,  and  afterward  fo  bewildered  that  they  not  only 
beheld  the  dying  without  a  tear,  but  likewife  negleded  to  inter  them  : 
by  which  the  air  was  rendered  more  peftilentiaL  The  Carthaginians, 
who  could  neither  fly  to  the  towns,  like  their  Sicilian  allies,  nor  like  the 
Romans  had  been  fufficiently  long  at  Syracufe  to  be  accuflomed  to  the 
air,  all  died;  and,  with  them,  their  two  generals,  Hippocrates  and 
Himilco.  Of  the  Romans  many  likewife  fell  a  facriflce  to  the  con- 
tagion*. 

The  land  army  of  Carthage  having  been  thus  deftroyed,  Bomilcar 
once  more  failed  back  with  the  fleet ;  and  once  more  returned  with  a 
hundred  and  thirty  war  galleys,  and  feven  hundred  tranfports  :  but  con- 
trary winds  would  not  fuffer  him  to  pafs  the  promontory  oi Pachynus^ 

Epicydes,  fearful  that  thefe  winds  would  induce  Bomilcar  once  more 
to  fail  to  Africa,  left  the  defence  of  Achradinato  his  leaders,  and  went 
on  board  the  fleet  of  Bomilcar  in  order  to  perfuade  him  to  hazard  a 
battle. 

Marcellus  had  likewife  an  inclination  to  engage,  before  Bomilcar 
{hould  be  joined  by  his  allies,  and  furround  the  Romans  by  land  and 
fea  :  for,  fhould  that  happen,  Marcellus  faw  that  all  Sicily  would  arm,, 
as  enemies,  againft  the  Romans  ;  he  therefore  failed  to  face  Bomilcar. 

The  two  fleets  now  appeared  off  Pachyniis ;  and,  as  the  eaft  wind- 
began  to  abate,  Bomilcar  weighed  anchor  in  all  appearance  at  firft  to 
gain  the  open  fea,  and  pafs  the  promontory  :  but,  when  he  difcovered 

*  Cap.  xxvi, 
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the  Roman  fleet,  he  was  fuddenly  lelzecl  with  terror ;  though  his  force 
was  fuperior  to  that  of  Marcellus  :  and,  flying  from  Sicily  to  Tarentum, 
he  fent  orders  to  the  tranfports,  that  lay  before  Minoa,  to  return  to 
Africa. 

Epicydes,  diiappointed  in  his  hopes,  went  to  Agrlgentum ;  more 
with  the  intention  of  waiting  to  fee  what  turn  affairs  would  take  than 
of  ading  offenfively  *. 

The  departure  of  Epicydes  and  the  flight  of  the  Carthaginians  being 
known  in  the  Sicilian  camp,  an  embafly  was  fent  to  Marcellus,  and  a 
treaty  of  peace  was  foon  concluded  ;  by  which  it  was  fl:ipulated  that 
Rome  fhould  govern  Syracufe  with  kingly  power,  and  that  all  the 
tribes  of  Sicily  fhould  be  permitted  to  live  according  to  their  own 
laws. 

The  Sicilians  imparted  thefe  conditions  to  thebefieged  ;  reprefenting 
to  them  that  they,  like  friends,  had  made  a  common  caufe  with  Syra- 
cufe, and  exhorted  them  to  furrender.  Three  of  the  chiefs  of  Epicydes 
were  maffacred,  and  the  people  were  inclined  to  give  ear  to  the 
Romans  :  however  they  proceeded  to  eledi  new  Strategi. 

On  the  part  of  the  Romans  no  obftacles  were  raifed  ;  but  many  by 
the  deferters  in  the  city,  who  endeavoured  to  bring  the  foldiers  over 
to  their  opinion  by  pcrfuading  them  that  they  were  in  equal  danger ; 
and  accordingly  an  infurredion  took  place,  in  which  the  Striaiegi  and 
many  of  the  citizens  were  murdered,  and  the  houfes  were  plundered. 
After  this  three  leaders  were  chofen  in  Achradina,  and  three  in  the 
ifland  :  but  the  Ibkiicrs,  foon  coming  to  a  fenle  of  their  error,  efl'eded 
a  perfedl  reconciliation  with  the  ambaffadors  of  Marcellus. 

Among  the  three  newly  named  commanders  in  Achradina,  there 
was  a  Spaniard,  whofe  name  was  Mericus,  and  to  whom  Marcellus  fent 
a  countryman  of  his  own,  who  ferved  with  his  Spanifh  allies ;  exciting 
Mericus  fecretly  to  favour  Marcellus.  Mericus  agreed  to  the  propo- 
fitions  of  the  Roman  ;  to  whom  he  opened  the  gate  of  the  ifland,  near 
the  fpring  of  Arethufa.     Marcellus  likewife  attacked  Achradina  with 

*  Cap,  xxvli. 
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his  whole  army ;  and  the  Romans,  being  now  in  pofTeflion  of  thefe 
two  quarters,  were  thus  entirely  mafters  of  the  city. 

Marcellus  fent  a  Qua^flor  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  royal  treafury, 
placed  a  guard  before  the  houfes  of  the  citizens  who  had  come  over  to 
the  Roman  camp,  and  gave  up  the  city  to  plunder.  It  was  the  opinion 
of  Livy  that  Carthage  itfelf,  had  it  fallen  at  that  time  into  the  hands 
of  the  Romans,  would  not  have  afTorded  a  richer  booty. 

The  deferters  had  found  time  and  opportunity  for  flight  *. 

While  the  fpirit  of  cruelty  and  plunder  raged,  and  the  din  of  a  con- 
quered and  facked  city  was  every  where  heard  to  howl,  Archimedes, 
his  whole  foul  abforbed  In  a  mathematical  queftion,  was  defcribing  lines 
in  the  fandj  when  a  Roman  fuddenly  flood  before  him,  and  favagely 
commanded  him  to  follow  him  to  Marcellus.  Archimedes  looked  up, 
and  bade  him  wait  till  he  had  folved  his  problem  ;  and  the  foldier,  im- 
patient at  the  delay,  ftruck  him  to  the  heart. 

This  murder  deeply  afiiided  Marcellus.  He  ordered  the  great  man 
to  be  honourably  interred  ;  and  revered  his  memory  by  every  proof  of 
kindnefs  to  his  furviving  relations  f . 

From  one  of  the  orations  of  Cicero  againfl:  Verres,  it  appears  that 
Marcellus  fpared  the  ftatues  of  the  Gods.  Neither  did  he  give  up 
Syracufe  to  unlimited  fackage  :  nor  did  he  take  any  thing  for  himfelf, ' 
but  with  the  plunder  of  this  city  embelliflied  Rome.  "  It  was  his 
♦'opinion,"  fald  the  wife  Cicero,  "that  his  houfe  would  be  an  ornament 
"  to  the  city ;  provided  the  ornaments  of  the  city  were  not  confined 
«  to  his  houfe  $." 

Syracufe  was  captured  in  the  519th  year  after  It  was  a  fecond 
time  founded,  by  Archias  the  Corinthian :  Rome  having  then  been 
built  540  years  ;  that  being  the  third  year  of  the  I4ifl:  Olympiad,  ajid 
212  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift. 

■*  Cap.  xxvili  to  xxxi.  f  Cap.  xxxl. — PJut.  Life  of  Marcellus. 

X  Piitavit,  fi  urbit  ornamenta  clcmum  fuam  non  cefitul^Jfetj   d(im::rij  fuam  crnamento  iirhz 
fuiuram.     Cic.  in'Verreiti.    " 
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From  this  time,  all  Sicily  became  a  Roman  province  ;  and  was  treated 
by  that  proud  people  with  a  diftinguifned  mildnefs  :  till,  about  a  hun- 
dred and  forty  years  after  this  period,  Verres,  the  Roman  Prastor,  there 
exercifed  fhameful  ads  of  voluptuoufnefs,  rapacity,  and  cruelty;  which 
Cicero,  with  all  the  fire  of  his  eloquence,  in  his  fuccefTive  orations 
a"-ainft  this  monfter,  has  defcribed,  fcigmatifed,  and  rendered  immortal. 

Among  the  many  deathlefs  ads  of  this  great  and  dignified  man,  who 
was  once  the  faviour  of  his  country  and  afterward  waged  glorious  war 
againft  infatiable  opprefTion,  among  thefe  ads,  his  orations  againft  Ver- 
res may  be  reckoned  as  one  of  the  chief.  By  thefe,  he  gained  the  ap- 
probation of  the  good  ;  but  drew  down  upon  him^felfthe  hatred  of 
many  of  thofe  men,  who  had  either  enriched  themfelves  by  the  plun- 
der of  the  provinces,  or  hoped  for  future  riches  by  means  thus  bafe. 

There  is  no  crime  that  can  be  conceived  of  which  Verres  was  not 
jruilty.  He  purloined  from  the  public  treafury,  plundered  whole 
cities  and  provinces,  robbed  the  temples,  fet  juftice  up  to  fale,  gave  up 
the  ifland  to  pirates,  applied  the  money  appointed  for  the  maintenance 
cf  the  marine  to  his  ovvm  fecret  purpofes,  extorted  new  taxes,  and  laid 
his  rapacious  hands  on  the  private  property  of  the  rich.  Many  of  the 
innocent  he  threw  into  prifon  •  and,  in  a  manner  till  then  unheard  of, 
drove  a  ufurious  trade  with  the  miferies  of  thefe  unfortunate  people. 
So  much  muft  be  paid,  by  afBided  friends  and  parents,  for  permiffion 
to  fee  the  prifoners :  fo  much  for  leave  to  bring  them  food  :  and  fo 
much  for  the  favour  of  not  infliding  torture,  when  they  were  put  to 
death.  When  lon;r  imprifonm.ent  and  the  very  manner  of  the  death  of 
the  vidims  to  his  cruelty  had  contributed  to  enrich  him,  yet,  that  he 
nii"-ht  denrive  furviving  friends  of  the  laft  confolation,  the  body  was 
thrown  to  the  wild  beafts. 

Even  the  number  of  the  crimes  of  Verres  gave  him  confidence. 
His  exadions  had  been  fo  exorbitant  that  he  hoped  to  purchafe  his 
fafety.  Nor  were  thefe  hopes  groundlefs  :  it  required  all  the  fortitude, 
extraordinary  gifts,  and  fire  of  a  Cicero,  that  heihould  at  laft  be  brought 
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to  juftlce,  and  puniflied.  Yet,  how  punlflied  ?  By  a  moderate  fine  5 
to  which  he  voluntarily  added  felf-banifhment.  The  vigilance  of  his 
great  accufer  was  fuccefsful,  in  difcovering  that  Verres  had  his  fecret 
confederates  in  Rome  ;  who  undertook,  as  a  fpeculation  in  trade  to 
buy  off  the  judges  for  a  ftipulated  fum.  But  Cicero  rendered  this  in- 
credibly impudent  plan  abortive  ;  and  introduced  the  right  by  v/hich 
the  accufer,  as  well  as  the  accufed,  might  objed  to  a  certain  number 
of  the  judges;  and,  while  he  made  this  difgraceful  projed  public,  he 
laid  what  Vv^is  probably  a  neceiTary  reilraint  on  the  remaining  judges. 

The  orations  of  Cicero,  while  they  unveil  the  iniquity  of  Verres, 
afford  us  a  glance  of  the  conftitution  of  the  Roman  Empire  ;  at  which 
we  cannot  but  fhudder.  We  too  often  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  dazzled 
by  pidures  of  Roman  freedom,  during  the  laft  ages  of  the  republic  : 
particularly  from  the  time  of  the  Gracchi,  while  contention  and  cor- 
ruption ruled  in  Italy  and  in  Rome,  and  oppreffion  and  rapine  in  the 
Roman  world.  And  fuch  oppreffion,  fuch  rapine,  fuch  mifery,  that 
the  moil  outrageous  of  the  Emperors  indubitably  treated  the  provinces 
with  lefs  cruelty  than  was  exercifed  upon  them,  while  under  this  fa- 
mous Republic! 

From  the  time  that  all  Sicily  became  a  Roman  province,  Syracufe 
fhared  the  general  fate  of  the  iiland. 

In  the  war  betv/een  Auguftus  and  Sextus  Pompeius,  this  city  fuf- 
fered  very  much  from  the  latter  ;  and  Auguftus,  by  whom  It  was  f.i- 
voured,  in  part  reftor-ed  it,  and  fent  a  colony  thither :  though  he  only 
permitted  that  part  adjoining  to  the  ifland  of  Ortygia,  called  Achradina 
to  be  rebuilt  *. 

In  the  time  of  the  Greek  Emperor,  Bafillus,  Syracufe^  after  a  valiant 
defence,  in  which  every  age  and  fex'took  a  moft  zealous  part,  was  con- 
quered, plundered,  and  deftroyed  by  the  Saracens  ;  and  many  of  the 
inhabitants  were  maflacred  .  From  this  time  f ,  the  ifland  of  Ortygia 
only  was  inhabited. 

*  Strabo,  lib.  vi.  f  Fazello,  vi.  and  Amlco. 
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In  the  year  1086,  Roger  the  Norman,  Count  of  Sicily,  took  Syra- 
cufe  from  the  Saracens.  After  the  death  of  Roger,  it  defcended  to  his 
nephew,  Tancred  ;  who  was  like  wife  called  Count  of  Syracufe» 

During  the  minority  of  the  Emperor,  Frederick  the  Second,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century,  the  people  of  Pifa  feized  on  the 
city.  The  Genoefe  funk  every  fhip  in  the  harbour,  took  Syracufe, 
and  put  all  the  people  of  Pifa  to  death. 

Alemanno  Cofta,  the  general  of  the  Genoefe,  who  ftyled  himfelf  by 
the  grace  of  God,  and  of  the  Republic  of  Genoa,  Count  of  Syracufe^ 
attacked  the  Venetians  ;  and  the  government  of  Syracufe  reverted  to 
the  Emperors  of  the  Swabiari  line,  who  were  Kings  of  Sicily*. 

In  the  year  1348,  the  city  was  vifited  feverely  by  the  plague  ;  and< 
afterward  diftraded  by  internal  commotions. 

The  following  letter  will  give  you  an  account  of  the  ruins  of  this-^ 
once  fovereign  city,  and  of  its  prefent  condition  j  exhibiting  the  vafb 
Syracufe,  which  once  confifted  of  four  towns,  txzyaMTrcXiis  'Xv^ccycccrcci^^ 
now  limited  to  a  fmall  ifland  ;  an  affeding  monument  of  the  viciffitude 
of  human  affairs  and  of  the  infignificance  of  earthly  grandeur.. 

Xhiai  ova§  av9^co7roi.  'Axx'  OTav  diy>^ 

Pindar,  Pytli.  vili.  ep.  8, 

Child  of  a  day,  what  art  thou,  man  ? 
A  dream  of  Ihadovvs  !  nothing  more  : 
Unlefs  the  Gods  impart  a  ray- 
To  give  thee  light,  and  give  thee  life. 


*  Ajnlco  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 
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LETTER    XCII. 

^^  Syracufe,  ifl  July,  1792; 

J-  HE  moft  celebrated  of  the  ancient  writers  all  agree,  in 
the  general  defcription  they  give  of  the  power,  and  the  fovereignty,  of 
ancient  Syracufe, 

In  the  time  of  its  profperity,  the  city  was  a  hundred  and  eighty 
ftadia  in  circumference  :  that  is,  two-and-twenty  Italian  miles  and  a 
half;  or  upward  of  five  and  a  half  of  geographical,  nearly  four  commoa 
German  miles. 

The  following  extract,  from  one  of  the  orations  of  Cicero  agalnfl. 
Verres,  will  prove  what  Syracufe  was,  long  after  the  lofs  of  its  free- 
dom. "  That  Syracufe  h  the  greateft  and  moft  beautiful  of  all  the 
"  Greek  cities  you  have  often  been  told ;  and  you  have  been  told  the. 
"  truth.  Its  ftrong  fituation  on  every  fide,  by  land  and  fea,  is  lordly  to 
"  view.  Its  havens  are  enclofed  by  the  city  itfelf ;  by  which  they  are 
"  overlooked.  From  different  entrances,  they  join  their  ftreams  in  one 
"  common  outlet.  That  part  of  Syracufe  which  is  called  the  illand,  in 
"  confequence  of  the  jundion  of  the  waters,  is  feparated  by  a  fmall  arm 
"  of  the  fea  from  the  city  ;  to  which  it  is  again  united  by  a  bridge. 

"  So  great  is  the  fize  of  Syracufe  that  it  is  ufual  to  fay  it  confifts  of 
**  four  cities.  One  of  thefe  is  the  ifland  ;  which,  girded  by  two  ha- 
"  vens,  extends  itfelf  at  the  mouth  of  each  :  and  in  this  illand  is  the 
**  building  which  was  the  citadel  of  Hiero,  and  which  now  ferves  as  the 
**  refidence  of  the  Roman  Prastors.  It  contains  feveral  temples  :  of 
*^  which  the  two  grandeft  are  the  temple  of  Diana  and  the  temple  of 
**  Minerva.  On  the  extreme  fide  of  the  illand  there  is  a  fweet  fpring, 
"  that  is  called  Arethufa  ;  of  an  incredible  fize,  and  well  ftored  with 
"  fifli.  It  v/ould  be  wholly  overflowed  by  the  fea,  did  not  a  ftone  daiix. 
**  guard  it  againft  the  waves. 
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"  Another  of  the  towns  of  Syracufe  is  called  Achradina  :  in  which  is 
"  a  great  forum,  beautiful  colonnades,  a  handfome/r}'/^;/^//7«*,  a  fpa- 
"  cious  fenate  houfe,  and  a  noble  temple  of  the  Olympian  Jupiter. 
"  The  remaining  part  of  this  town  confifls  of  a  long  (Ireet,  that  is  in- 
"  terfeded  by  many  others  ;  which  contain  the  houfes  of  the  citizens. 

"  The  third  town  is  called  Tyche  :  becaufe  an  ancient  temple  of 
''  Fortuna  was  here  built.  It  had  an  extenfive  gymnafium,  and  many 
"  facred  buildings  ;  and  was  an  exceedingly  populous  part  of  Syracufe. 

"  The  fourth  town,  which  was  built  the  laft,  is  called  Neapolis  j  and, 
''  in  the  higheft  part,  contains  a  great  theatre,  two  excellent  temples, 
*'  one  dedicated  to  Geres,  the  other  to  Libera,  and  the  large  grand 
"  ftatue  of  Apollo,  furnamed  Teminitest." 

As  Cicero  names  only  four  towns,  or  parts  of  Syracufe,  and  as  other 
writers,  Greek  and  Roman,  ftate  their  number  at  five,  the  remark  of 
Cluverius  appears  indubitably  to  have  been  juft  ;  when  he  tells  us  that 
EpipolGC,  as  it  is  clearly  {l:iewn  in  Livy  J ,  was  not  inhabited  by  citizens, 
but  was  garrifoned  with  foidiers,  in  war  time,  for  defence. 

In  the  beginning  of  his  fecond  Pythian  ode,  which  is  infcrlbed  to 
Hiero  the  Firft,  the  brother  of  the  great  Gelo,  Pindar  mentions  this 
city  with  an  epithet  by  which  it  is  charaderized ; 


*  This  was  the  name  of  a  hall  in  Athens;  in  which  the  prefidents  of  the  Senate  aflem- 
bled,  on  particular  occafions.  Thefe  prefidcnts  confilled  of  a  part  of  the  five  hundred 
fenators  :  a  twelfth  part  of  whom,  each  month  in  the  year,  enjoyed  this  privilege.  Public 
feflivals  were  held  in  the  Prytaneum;  and  it  was  here  that  thofe  who  had  deferved  well  of 
their  country  were  feafted,  and  even  their  relations  after  their  death  :  as  may  be  {cer\  in 
Potter's  ArChxoiogia.     T\\t  Prytaneum  of  Syracufe  was  dedicated  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

I  Libera  was  a  name  of  Proferpine.  Vetus  ejl  hjec  opinio— infiilam  SicUiam  totam  cjfe  Ce- 
reri  et  Proferpiiia  conjecratcm — Rnptam  cjfc  Lilerain^  qunm  eawdem  Proferpinnm  vocajit,  ex 
E^inefifium  nemsre,     Cicero  In  Verrem, 

X  Liv.  XXV.  24. 
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Amico  eftlmates  the  number  of  the  former  inhabitants  of  Syracufe 
at  a  million ;  and  Riedefel  at  twelve  hundred  thoufand  fouls.  I  do 
not  know  the  authorities  for  thefe  eftimates  of  two  modern  writers  • 
but  they  do  not  appear  to  me  exaggerated,  as  Diogenes  Laertius  gives 
eight  hundred  thoufand  people  for  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
ancient  Agrigentum.  Neither  ought  it  to  be  forgotten  that,  on  an 
average,  there  were  four  flaves  to  one  free  man.  The  number  of  free 
men,  in  ancient  Syracufe,  might  furely  confift  of  three  hundred  thou- 
fand ;  and  a  city,  which  was  four  common  German  miles  in  circum- 
ference, might  certainly  afford  room  for  a  million  of  people  :  efpecially 
as  four-fifths  of  the  number  confided  of  flaves,  who  were  thronged 
together  in  a  very  narrow  compafs. 

On  the  26th  of  June  in  the  forenoon,  we  vifited  Saverio  LandoUna 
Nava;  a  knight  of  Malta,  and  a  perfon  to  whom  (Grangers,  luckily  for 
themfelves,  are  ufually  recommended.  He  poffeffes  a  knowledge  of 
the  prefent  country  and  of  antiquity,  is  an  acute  reader  of  Greek,  and 
a  pleafant  and  worthy  man.  A  few  traits  fufficiently  proved  to  me 
the  perfpicuity  with  which  he  interpreted  many  paffages,  in  ancient 
writers,  that  had  formerly  been  thought  obfcure. 

He  offered,  in  a  friendly  manner,  to  inftrud:  us  in  the  antiquities  of 
the  city:  which,  from  a  perfon  who  to  accuracy  of  judgment  adds  fo 
much  knowledge,  was  to  us  highly  acceptable.  During  our  refidence 
of  fix  days,  he,  with  true  hofpitality,  dedicated  his  whole  time  to  us : 
for  which  I  think  myfelf  the  more  indebted  to  him  as  this  excellent 
man  fo  well  underftands  the  employment  of  his  hours. 

He  accompanied  us  to  the   cathedral ;  one  fide   of  which  refls  on 
twelve  or  thirteen  ancient  Doric  pillars,  which  it  is  fuppofed  belonged 

*  Oh  great  toivn,  Syracufe,  the  fanduary  of  warlike  Ares  (Mars),  godlike  nurfe  of  mea 
and  hoifes  that  delight  in  iron. 

to 
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to  the  portico  of  the  temple  of  Minerva,  that  is  mentioned  hy  Cicero 
in  the  pafTage  I  have  cited.  At  prefent,  only  one  half  of  them  appear  : 
the  other  half  having  been  walled  in,  v\^hen  this  temple  was  changed 
into  a  church.  The  temple  mud  have  been  about  as  large  as  that  in 
Egefta. 

Facing  the  cathedral  are  the  ftatues  of  the  apoftles,  Peter  and  Paul 
The  following  infcription  is  under  that  of  Peter  : 

Apojlolorum  Principif  Fundatorifuo,  Ecclefta  Syracufaha  p. 

"  The  congregation  of  Syracufe  ereded  this  ftatue  to  the  chief  of 
the  Apoftles,  their  founder.'* 

The  Syracufians  affirm  that  their  firft  bilhop  was  fent  them  by 
Peter. 

There  appears  to  me  to  be  much  dignity  in  the  infcription  of  the 
ilatue  of  St.  Paul:  v>rho,  in  his  journey  from  Jerufalem  to  Rome,  was 
overtaken  by  a  ftorm,  fliipwrecked  at  Malta,  and  remained  three  days 
3X  Syracufe  *. 

Apojldo  Gentium^  Hofp'iti  fuo^  Ecchjla  Syracufana p, 

*'  The  congregation  of  Syracufe  ereded  this  ftatue  to  the  Apoftle  of 
the  Gentiles,  their  gueft." 

There  is  a  tradition,  and  a  probable  one,  that  Archimedes  drew  a 
meridian  line  in  this  temple :  but  the  tale,  which  is  told  by  the  igno- 
rant, that  the  meridian  ray  of  light,  which  paiTed  through  the  opening 
of  the  temple  of  the  Olympian  Jupiter,  fell  in  this  temple  is  very 
abfurd.  One  meridian  ray  directed  through  two  different  buildings  ! 
Buildings  that  were  one  of  them  in  the  ifland,  the  other  in  the  city, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  haven  !  And,  in  addition,  a  very  elevated, 
and  almoft  perpendicular  meridian  ray  of  Sicily  ! 

We  faw  a  ftone  in  the  Seminary  that  has  but  lately  been  found,  and 
that  contains  an  infcription  which  appears  to  denote  that  there  either 

^  Acts  xxvlii.  12. 
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was  a  temple,   in  Syracufe,  dedicated  to  all  the  Gods,  that  is,  a  Pan- 
theon, or  that  there  was  an  altar  thus  confecrated. 

BASIAEoS  ATEMoNot 
lEPoNoS  lEPoKAEoS 
ZTPAKoSloI  0EoI2  UAtl. 

"  Under  the  reign  of  King  Hiero,  the  fon  of  Hierocles,  the  Syracu- 
"  fians  confecrated  it  to  all  the  Gods*." 

There  is  a  library  in  the  Seminary,  which  is  always  increafing:  but 
it  is  the  only  one  in  Syracufe.  The  Seminary  likewife  contains  a  coi- 
le<5tion  of  ancient  coins. 

When  we  entered  this  building,  the  heat  was  not  extreme  :  but 
when  we  returned,  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  we  felt  the  wind 
meeting  us  as  hot  as  if  it  came  from  an  oven ;  we  being  then  in  the 
open  air  and  unproteded  by  fiiade.  Some  of  us  were  immediately 
feized  with  a  pain  in  the  breaft;  which  continued  as  long  as  this  wind 
prevailed  :  that  is,  about  three  hours.  Landolina  advifed  us,  when 
we  came  home,  to  fhut  up  the  windows,  leaving  only  fufficient  light  to 
fee  to  read,  and  to  fprinkle  the  apartments  with  water. 

By  thefe  means,  the  air  of  the  houfe  became  fupportable.  Reau- 
mur's thermometer,  in  a  narrow  but  very  cool  court,  afcenccd  from 
22^  to  31°. 

In  the  following  fummer  of  1703,  the  heat  in  England  rofe  to  31^. 

Men  were  difcovered  lying  dead  on  the  ground.  So  true  it  is  that 
the  fame  degree  of  heat,  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  is  by  no  means  fo  dan- 
gerous as  when  it  vints  a  country  vv^here  the  air  is  not  equally  pure« 
Cicero  praifes  Syracufe  by  faying,  that,  there  is  no  day  in  the  whole 
year  fo  cloudy  as  for  the  fun  not  once  to  appear. 

*  This  fl^.ews  that  the  father  of  Hiero  the  Second  was  called  Ilierocles  :  as  was  Hiero's 
grandfon  and  fucceiTor  f . 

t    Hieronymus,  we  are  told,  was  the  name  of  Hiero's  grandfon :  and  the  infcripticn  proves  nothing  to 
\he  contrary.     T. 
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This  hot  wind  rages  with  fuch  excels  only  once  in  three  or  four 
years  ;  and  feldomthen  during,  a  whole  day.  It  blows  from  the  w^efi:', 
is  loaded  with,  the  hot  vapours  cf  Africa,  and  h  therefore  fnnilar  in  its 
efFeds,  upon  this  eailern  coaft,  to  thofe  of  tlie  Scirocco,  upon  the  coun- 
try round  Palermo.  We  durft  not  leave  the  houfe  all  the  afternoon  ; 
but  cooled  ourfelves  wuth  ice,  and  flrengthened  ourfeives  with  generous 
Syracufian  wine.  I  did  not  feel"  myfelf  fo  entirely  overcome  by  lan- 
guor as  I  had  before  been  by  the  Scirocco  wind :  but  the  Scirocco  dicf 
not  give  me  the  fame  pain  in  the  breafi. 

The  cuflom  of  taking  ice,  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  is  confidered  as  an 
indifpenfablerefrediment ;  and  as  a  powerful  remedy,  in  many  difeafesr 
The  phyficians  of  thefe  countries  do  not  give  many  medicines  ;  but 
frequently  prefcrlbe  a  fevere  regimen,  and  prevent  the  baleful  effedj 
of  various  difeafes  by  fuiFering  the-  fick,  for  feveral  days,  to  take  nothing 
but  water  cooled  by  ice,  fweet  oranges,  and  iced  fruits.  They  afcribe 
much  efficacy,  and  I  believe  truly^  to  the  external  and  internal  ufe  of 
water. 

ked  milk,  fruits,  chocolate,  and  other  viands,  are  found  in  mofl:  of 
the  towns.  They  do  not,  as  with  us,  ufe  ice  as  a  cooler,  but  fnow  ; 
which  is  not  only  more  eafily  preferved,  than  ice,  but  it  is  fuppofed  by 
them  to  be  more  healthy.  That  fnow  is  m.ore  eafily  preferved  appears 
evident ;  as,  in  warm  fummers,  our  ice  houfes  are  frequently  deficient:' 
whereas  there  is  no  fcarcity  of  fnow  in  the  hot  fummers  of  the, South. 
It  is  preferved  partly  in  natural  cliffs  of  the  rocks,  and  partly  in  ca- 
verns ;  which,  they  dig  in  the  mountains  toward  the  north.  In  thefe- 
the  fnow  is  clofely  packed  together ;  and,  to  give  it  a  durable  confift- 
txicj^  mixed ^  with  ftraw,  fand,  or,  in  volcanic  countries,  with  afhes. 

The  municipal  magiftrates  are  careful  to  make  a  fufficient  provifiorx 
of  fnow  ;  and  would  be  in  danger,  from  the  anger  of  the  people,  if  a 
want  of  this  neceffary  fhouid  be  felt.  The  Government  of  Naples  takes 
upon  itfelf  to  provide  for  the  city ;  and  grants  a  man  the  privilege,  by 

*'  The  German  word 'is  verm'ifcht :  though  I  fufpe^  that  covered  is  meant.    T. 

contrad^. 
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contrad,  of  furnifhing  four  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants  with  fnow. 
It  is  preferved  in  the  cliffs  and  caverns  of  the  mountain  San  Angek : 
between  Gaflell-a-Mare  and  Sorento,  Snow  is  brought  every  night  to 
the  fhore  on  the  backs  of  affes ;  and  porters  are  then  loaded  v/ith  it 
by  whom  the  city  is  provided  for  the  following  day.  The  Neapolitans 
would  murmur  as  loudly,  were  they  without  fnow  for  a  fmgle  day,  as 
our  foldiers,  when  in  camp,  if  they  could  procure  neither  brandy  nor 
tobacco.  The  contractor  is  fubjeded  to  a  fine  of  two  hundred  ducats 
for  every  day  on  which  the  city  is  not  fufHciently  fupplied  with 
fnow. 

Landolina  has  led  me  to  remark  the  cuftomary  ufe  of  fnow  among 
the  ancients. 

Athensus,  in  his  third  book,  cites  many  pafTages  from  writers  who 
ipeak  of  this  cuflom.     An  ancient  poet,  Alexis,  fays 

**  We  likewife  provide  fnow  for  our  beverage," 
Another  poet,  Euthycles,  has  this  paffage : 

**  He  firft  enquired  if  fnow  were  fold." 

Athenscus  cites  a  paffage  from  Chares,  who  wrote  the  Hiflory  of 
Alexander  the  Great :  from  which  we  fee  that  Alexander  caufed  fnow 
to  be  preferved,  much  in  the  fame  manner  that  it  now  is  in  Italy  and 
Sicily.  At  the  fiege  of  an  Indian  town,  he  ordered  thirty  trenches  to 
be  dug  near  each  other,  filled  with  fnow,  and  covered  with  oak  boughs  : 
becaufe,  faid  Chares,  the  fnow  in  this  manner  was  the  longer  pre- 
ferved. 

A  poet,  named  Stratis,  thus  fpeaks : 

'Otvov  ya^  '7CUIV  kn  av  it; 

Ai^ano  ^B^ixovy  a'KT^a.  'TTO'Ku  ravavTiov, 

Tiix,ofA,£vov  tv  Ti)  (p^iccri,  x,^ovi  fji.sjjt,iyixim> 

3  L  2  «  No 
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*'  No  one  willingly  drinks  warm  wine :  but  rather  fuch  as  has  been 
>  cooled  in  fprings,  and  mixed  with  fnow." 

Athenseus  likewife  quotes  an  epigram,  by  Simonides,  the  chief  fub- 
jed:  of  which  is  fnow, 

^riaog  diro  0fW)ij  o^-wixtvog  Bc?^£>ij, 
ZcoYi  Ilis^iYiv  yw  zTCitacrafji.zvYi', 
Qe^I/^vv  Bcura^Eiv  dv^^i  tpiXia  wpoTToaiv. 

"  Rapidly  rufhing  from  Thrace,  Boreas  fcattered  this  fnow  on  the  = 
"  fides  of  Olympus.    Unmantled  men  pierced  he  wdth  cold  pains :  but' 
"  how   mild  did  he  become,  w^hen   he   was  living  lodged  in  Pierian 
''  earth  !     I  therefore  cannot  think  it  feemly  to  offer  warm  water  to  a 
"  friend,  as  his  firft  beverage  at  a  banquet," 

Cafaubon  fays,  y-Av  eTneacrcc^cci  i  dicimtur  mortui  quando  funt  fepulti^ 
ac  terra  ecu  vejfs  amidi. 

The-  people  of  that  time  preferved  fnow  in  caverns,  as  at  prefent. , 
Simonides  was  a  contemporary  of  Xerxes. 

Landolina  took  me  in  the  evening  to  the  houfe  of  a  lying-in  lady, 
who  received  vifitors  at  the  baptifm  of  her  child:  and  here  I  met  the 
whole  nobility  of  Syracufe  ;  who,  for  a  city  of  eighteen  thoufand  fouls 
in  which  there  is  no  court,  are  very  numerous.  The  animation  of  the 
females  reminded  me  of  the  women  of  ancient  Syracufe  ;  of  whom 
Theocritus,  in  one  of  his  Idyliions,  gives  us  fo  lively  a  pidure. 

The  young  lady  had  been  five  days  delivered,  and  feemed  to  be 
perfectly  in  health,  and  only  to  keep  her  bed  out  of  decorum.  She 
was  very  cheerful.  No  one  would  have  thought  that  her  mother  had 
borne  fourteen  living  children,  and  had  had  tv/elve  mifcarriages.  If, 
as  fbme  people  maintain,  hot  countries  are  not  favourable  to  popula- 
tion, and  if  the  women  too  foon  become  old,  Italy  and  Sicily  at  ieaft 

are 
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are  exceptions,  to  the  rule  j   for  here  the  female  flower  enjoys  a  dura- 
ble fpring,  and  its  late  autumn  is  ftill  produd:ive  of  fruit. 

In  Syracufe,  as  in  Calabria,  we  meet  with  many  fair-haired  and 
fi'efli  coloured  women.  In  the  weft  of  Sicily,  they  are  nearly  as 
brown  as  in  Apulia  :  and  the  difference  is  as  ftriking  between  the  wo- 
men of  Taranto  and  the  other  women  of  Apulia  ;  for,  at  Taranto,  I 
faw  feveral  that  might  have  been  taken  for  German  or  Englifh  women. 

Moft  of  the  women  that  I  have  met  with,  in  both  kingdoms,  are 
friendly  and  naive,. 

I  have  read,  in  a  late  book  of  German  travels,  that  the  w^omen  of 
Sicily  only  give  milk  with  one  breaft ;  that  they  fuffer  the  milk  of  the 
other  to  dry  away  ;  and  that  they  imagine  the  nutritive  powers  of  their 
milk  are  thus  improved. 

Travellers  fhould be  very  certain  of  any  fad,  by  vv^hich  the  manners^ 
of  a  whole  nation  may  be  mifreprefented,  before  they  make  fuch  affer- 
tions.     I  have  enquired  in  Meffma,  in  Trapani,  and  in  Syracufe,  and^ 
have  been  affured  of  the  very  reverfe.     No  man  had  ever  heard  of  any 
fuch  cuftom. 

On  the  27th,  we  v/ent  with  Landolina  on  board  a  boat ;  and  ferried 
over  the  great  haven,  which  is  five  Italian  miles,  or  a  (hort  German 
mile,  in  circumference;  and  which  receives  the  river  Anapo :  the 
Anapiis  oi  xkit  ancients.  Some  Vv^ rite r  fays  that  Charles  the  Fifth,  from 
the  fear  of  pirates,  deftroyed  this  haven  :  but  Charles  the  Fifth  vvms  not 
fo  pufillanlmous.  FIc  would  not  have  been  induced,  hj  any  fuch  fear,, 
to  have  deftroyed  the  beft  haven  in  his  empire  ;  or  in  Europe.  So 
far  V7as  it  from  being  deftroyed  that,  in  the  prefcnt  century,  after' 
the  wa.r  of  the  fucceilion,  the  Englilh,  Spanifli,  and  French,  fleets  all 
anchored  there  at  the  fame  time  ;  and,  during  the  war  between  the 
Ruftians  and  Turks,  v;hich  was  concluded  but  two  years  ago,  the 
Ruiiian  Emprefs  obtained  permiflion  of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  to 
hirbour  in  this  haveuj  with  a  fleet  that  was  to  iail  from  Cronftadf.    The 

unexpeded-1 
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unexpedcd  and  fudden  breach  of  peace,  that  happened  with  the  King 
of  Sweden,  was  the  caufe  that  this  fleet  remained  in  the  Baltic. 

It  was  in  this  haven  that  the  fleet  of  Athens,  fent  againft  Syracufe, 
wasdeflroyed.  After  other  preceding  combats,  alaft  and  decifive  bat- 
tle, in  one  day,  funk  fixty  of  the  Athenian  galleys.  We  faw  the  place 
■where  the  army  of  the  Athenians  was  encamped  ;  and  the  marfli,  the 
pernicious  exhalations  of  which  infected  it  with  the  plague. 

Leaving  the  great  haven,  we  proceeded  through  the  mouth  of  the 
Anapo  up  the  fl:ream.  You  know  how  cuftomary  it  was,  in  the  writ- 
ings of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  to  vaunt  of  their  rivers.  Theocritus 
calls  this  fxeyccv  poor ;  the  great  ftream  ;  and  it  has  indeed  the  reputation 
of  being  the  only  navigable  river  in  Sicily.  But  it  is  navigable  for 
nothing  larger  than  a  boat ;  and  this  advantage  it  fliares  with  the  fl;reara. 
that  flows  from  the  fountain  Cicwe,  Its  fhores  are  pleafant ;  and  are 
fliaded  by  tall  reeds,  which  grow  to  the  height  often  ells,  poplars,  and 
the  wild  fig  tree  and  vine.  Many  nightingales  charmed  us  with  their 
fong. 

We  proceeded  up  the  Ciane,  Kvocvy]^  which  runs  into  the  Anapo,  till 
we  came  to  its  very  fource ;  where  it  foon  divides  itfelf  into  two 
branches,  which  have  poetically  been  called  the  arms  of  Cyane  :  becaufe 
the  Nymph  Cyane  here  endeavoured  to  oppofe  the  rape  of  Proferplne  : 
for  which  fhe  \Tas  changexi  into  a  fountain  by  the  angry  Pluto.  The 
defcription  of  this  metamorphofis  by  Ovid  is  very  beautiful  *. 

Diodorus  relates  the  tradition  in  another  manner.  Pluto  condufled 
the  ravifhed  Proferpine  to  the  fields  of  Enna,  and  here  rent  the  earth  ; 
through  which  he  defcended,  with  his  prize,  to  his  infernal  empire  : 
and,  at  the  place  of  his  defcent,  he  caufed  a  fpring  to  rife  f . 

Hercules,  when  he  brought  the  cattle  of  Geryon  from  Spain  to 
Greece,  paflfed  through  Sicily ;  where  he  taught  the  Siculi  to  facrifice  to 
Proferpine,  and  threw  the  mod  beautiful  of  his  bulls  into  this  fountain  J. 

*  Ovid.  Met.  lib.  V.  411.         t  Diod.  1.  v.  vol.  i.  p.  333.         %  Diod.  1.  iv  and  v. 

The 
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The  Syracufians  held  an  annual  feftlval  ;  on  which,  following  the 
example  of  Kercules,  they  threw  bulls  into  the  fountain.  Cyane,  like 
the  fields  of  Enna,  was  in  particular  confecratcd  to  Froferpine  *. 

This  fpring  is  fo  very  large  that  fome  of  the  ancients  have  called  it 
a  lake.  It  is  clear,  has  a  bed  of  rock,  the  ftone  of  which  is  blue,  and 
the  fiih  have  a  beautiful  blue  colour,  fuch  as  I  never  faw  in  hfh  before, 
"^'ith  the  polifh  of  the  goldfiQi.  I  conjecture  that  this  was  the  origin 
of  the  name  Cyane :  for  Cyanciis^  in  Greek,  fignifies  a  dark  blue  colour. 

Great  quantities  of  the  papyrus^  which  is  now  in  bloom,  grows  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ciane.  It  continues  to  produce  new  fprouts  through 
the  year ;  and  its  root  is  odoriferous.  It  is  a  kind  of  Gyperus  ;  and 
attains  the  height  of  feven,  or  eight,  and  even  of  ten,  ells.  Landolina 
has  been  imitating  the  ancients,  who  produced  their  paper  from  this 
plant ;  from  which  likewife  paper  has  been  made  under  his  fuperin- 
tendance.  It  is  ftrong,  thin,  and  tolerably  white  ;  but  does  not  fold  fa 
eafily  as  ours,  Vv'hich  in  every  refped:  is  much  preferable. 

It  muft  be  exceedingly  pleafant  to  fail  up  the  Anapo  and  the  Ciane 
in  winter :  but,  in  fummer,  the  air  of  thefe  waters  is  very  injurious  f 
and  moft  of  us  returned  with  the  headache.  We  faw,  on  our  pafTage, 
on  the  left  of  Anapo,  two  pillars  of  the  temple  of  the  Olympian 
Zeus :  in  which  temple  ftood  the  ftatue  of  the  God,  with  the  golden- 
mantle  ;  of  which,  ridiculing  him  after  his  manner,  he  was  ftripped  by 
the  elder  Dionyfius. 

'*  The  golden  mantle  was  ill  contrived ;  in  fummer  it  was  too  hot  \ 
"  in  winter  too  cold." 

In  the  fame  manner  he  robbed  jEfculapius  of  his  beard  of  gold,. 
*^  It  was  very  unfeemly,"  he  faid,  "  for  a  fon  to  be  bearded  when' 
his  father,  Apollo,  had  not  a  hair  on  his  chin." 

The  temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  was  furrounded  by  a  little  town  5 
which  was  called,  after  the  building,  Olympkiim, 

*  DIod.  1.  V.  vol.  i.  p-  333. 

There: 
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There  are  (llll  (landing  two  ancient  Doric  pillars,  of  tlie  temple  of 
X>Iana,  which  is  mentioned  by  Cicero,  in  a  houfe  at  Syracufe.  This 
temple  is  afBrmed  to  have  been  the  largeft  in  Sicily :  but  the  pillars, 
■which  I  law  among  tlie  ruins  of  the  temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  in 
Girgenti,  appear  to  me  to  be  much  larger.  I  believe  indeed  that  the fe 
of  Syracufe  may  be  of  higher  antiquity ;  and  of  an  age  when  the  pro- 
portion of  the  beautiful  in  architecture  was  yet  undifcovered.  They 
ftand  fo  near  to  each  other  that  although,  according  to  the  ancient 
Doric  manner,  their  tapering  upward  is  very  great,  yet  their  chapiters 
touch  each  other  above. 

The  middle  part  of  thefe  pillars  are  in  a  fiable  :  below  whicli  they 
are  covered  with  rubbifli :  fo  that  they  mud  nearly  touch  at  the  bot- 
tom. 

Under  the  church  of  Saint  Philip  is  an  old  v^ell,  to  which  you  de- 
fcend  by  a  hundred  and  fifty-fix  fleps,  that  is  not  deficient  in  water, 
and  the  water  of  vv^hich  increafes  and  diminiflies  with  the  age  of  the 
moon.  A  Pagan  temple  probably  flood  here,  and  the  priefts  drew 
their  confecrated  v/ater  out  of  this  well. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  iiland  the  citadel  ftands  ;  and  an  old  caftle, 
which  was  built  by  the  Saracens ;  not  far  from  which  is  the  poetical 
fpring  of  Arethufa  *. 

The  ancient  fable  v/as  that  an  Arcadian  virgin,  named  Arethufa,  a 
lover  of  the  chace,  difdained  the  pafTion  of  the  hunter,  Alpheus :  to 
avoid  whom  (he  fled  over  to  the  ifland  Ortygia  ;  v^here  fhe  was  meta- 
morphofed  into  a  fpring,  and  her  afflided  lover  into  a  river.  Love  did 
not  forfake  the  ftreain,  but  followed  the  beloved  through  the  fea, 
without  becoming  fait  j  and  there  mingled  its  Vv^aves  with  the  waters 
of  the  virgin  fpring  "f. 

Near  this  place,  the  bed  of  the  fea  adufJly  aHbrds  a  fweet  fpring  ; 
which  no  doubt  v»'as  the  origin  of  the  fidion.     Tradition  farther  fays 

*  Ovid.  Met.  1.  V.  574.  f  Paufanias,  I,  v.  c.  7. 

6  that 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  4:^9 

that  the  gods  prefented  Diana  with  the  ifland  of  Ortygia  ;  and  that  the 
Nymphs  caufed  the  beautiful  fpring  of  Arethufa  to  rife  up  for  her 
recreation.  The  fifh  of  this  fpring  were  famous  for  their  fize,  and 
quantity :  nor  durft  men  attempt  to  catch  them,  except  as  it  is  faid  in 
the  time  of  war  3  and  even  then  chaftifement  from  the  Gods  was  the 
confequence. 

Daphnis  invented  paftoral  poetry  in  Sicily  -.  Theocritus,  the 
greatefl  of  paftoral  poets,  was  a  native  of  Syracufe.  Mofchus,  who 
Hkewife  wrote  Idyllions,  was  born  here  ;  and  Bion,  though  Smyrna 
was  the  place  of  his  birth,  refided  in  Sicily.  Virgil  therefore  invokes 
the  Nymph  Arethufa,  as  the  Mufe  of  paftoral  poetry.  Who  can  forget 
the  beautiful  verfes  with  which  he  begins  his  tenth  Eclogue  ?  lament- 
ing the  unfortunate  paflion  of  his  friend  Cornelius  Gallus,  the  poet, 
and  finging  the  cruelty  of  Lycoris. 

Extremum  huncy  Arcthttjay  mihi  concede  lahorem, 
Pauca  meo  Calloyfed  qttce  legat  ipfa  Lycoris ^ 
Carmina  fitnt  diceuda  :  neget  quis  cartnwa  Gallo  ? 
Sic  tibiy  cum  jiiiElus  fuhterlahere  SicanoSf 
Doris  amara  fuam  mn  intennifceat  utidatn. 

ViRG.  Eel.  X.  I.  5. 

Thy  facred  fuccour,  Arethufa,  bring, 
To  crown  my  labour :  'tis  the  laft  1  fing. 
Which  proud  Lycoris  may  with  pity  vicv  ; 
The  Mufe  is  mournful,  tho'  tiie  numbers  few, 
Refufe  me  not  a  verfe  to  grief  and  Gallus  due. 
So  may  thy  filver  ftreams,  beneath  the  tide, 
Unmix'd  with  briny  feas,  fecurely  glide. 

Dryden. 


} 


The  laft  gift  which  Virgil  requefts  of  Arethufa  is  a  fong  for  his 
friend.  The  Nymph  now  affords  a  fpring  for  the  laundry  maids  ot 
the  city ;  with  the  waters  of  which  the  bitter  Doris,  Doris  atnara,  the 
Nymph  of  the  fea,  at  the  time  that  I  vifited  the  former,  when  a  ftrong 

*  Diod.  1.  V.  vol.  i.  p.  332. 

Vol.  II.  3  M  wind 
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wind  blew,  mingled  her  ilreams.  Although  it  is  ftill  a  large  fpring, 
it  is  now  only  a  part  of  the  ancient  Arethufa  ;  which  has  been  de- 
ftroyed.  Neither  does  it  any  longer  afford  fifli.  However,  when  they 
fink  for  water  in  the  city,  the  concealed  Arethufa  every  where  bub- 
bles up. 

On  the  29th,  we  pafiTed  through  what  was  formerly  called  Achra- 
dina  to  the  part  of  the  city  named  Tyche :  both  of  which  towns,  a 
part  only  of  the  great  Syracufe,  are  now  either  arable  lands  or  covered 
with  charming  fruit  trees.  We  firft  infpected  the  amphitheatre,  the 
work  of  the  Romans  ;  the  whole  circumference  of  which  may  evi- 
dently be  traced,  and  many  of  the  feats  are  flill  in  exiftence,  with  the 
places  of  entering  and  leaving  the  building. 

A  monument  like  this,  eredted  to  indulge  the  fanguinary  temper  of 
the  Romans,  was  by  no  means  fo  interefting  to  me  as  the  ancient 
Greek  theatre ;  the  feats  of  which,  cut  in  the  rock,  are  in  good  prefer- 
vation. 

Nothing  of  the  fcene,  or  flage,  Is  now  to  be  feen  :  but  the  proper 
and  beautiful  theatre  itfelf  is  therefore  the  more  confpicuous.  On  one 
of  the  feats  the  following  words  are  cut:  Eao-iAro-o-as  ^lAief iS" 05 :  the 
Queen  Philiftis. 

This  queen  may  create  many  hiftorical  enquiries.  Some  affirm  fhe 
was  the  wife  of  Gelo  ;  and  that,  through  her  mediation,  the  hero 
granted  peace  to  the  Carthaginians  :  in  confequence  of  which  they  pre- 
fented  her  with  a  crown  of  gold,  that  was  worth  a  hundred  talents. 
This  queen  caufed  money  to  be  coined  :  which  was  called  after  her 
Demaretion  *. 

But  her  name  was  Demareta,  and  not  Philiftis  j  and,  what  is  more, 
the  coins  of  the  Queen  Philiftis  are  not  confined  to  a  fmgle  period. 
Her  reign  muft  have  been  long  ;  for,  on  fome  of  them,  (lie  is  repre- 
fented  as  young  :  on  others  as  old  :  yet  both  difcover  the  features  of 
the  fame  countenance,  and  both  are  infcribed   with  the  fame  name. 

*  Diod.  1.  xi.  vo'.  i.  p.  424. 

4  On 
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On  the  reverfe  of  the  cohi,  there  Is  a  four-horfed  chariot.  It  was  a 
delicate  Greek  thought  to  reprefent  her  on  the  coins,  while  young,  as 
drawn  by  fiery  fteeds,  full  fpeed ;  and  to  give  the  old  Philiitis  a  cha- 
riot with  the  hories  pacing  llowly, 

Tliofe  who,  to  fupport  a  hypothefis,  pretend  that  Gelo,  to  teftify 
his  love  for  his  wife,  caufed  money  to  be  coined  at  feveral  times 
ftamped  with  her  name  and  image,  forget  that  Gelo  himfelf  rei"-ned 
only  feven  years. 

Some  are  perfuaded  that  the  infcription  on  the  douQ  proves  the 
theatre  to  have  been  built  by  the  queen  j  and  they  further  conclude 
that  it  mufl:  have  been  very  ancient :  becaufe  that  we  know  of  no 
queen,  of  this  name,  who  governed  in  Syracufe  after  the  time  of  Gelo. 
That  Philiftis  muft  have  reigned  before  Gelo  is  beyond  all  doubt :  but 
it  is  equally  indubitable  that  neither  fhe  nor  Gelo  built  the  theatre. 
The  poet  iEfchylus  lived  in  the  time  of  Gelo ;  and  perfonally  fought 
againft  Xerxes,  at  the  battle  of  Salamin  :  as  he  has  fo  beautifully  fung, 
in  one  of  his  remaining  tragedies.  As  a  poet,  he  was  later  known  : 
he  was  the  firfl  who  gave  a  form  to  tragedy.  He  was  the  friend  that 
led  Melpomene  from  the  car,  on  which  fhe  had  been  wandering,  to 
a  ftage  of  wood,  of  a  moderate  fize. 


' modicis  injiravit  pulpita  tignis. 

HoR.  Ars  Poet. 

My  conje£lure  is  that  this  noble  theatre  was  built  during  the  fixty 
years  that  elapfed,  between  the  expulfion  of  Thrafybulus  and  the  fub- 
jedion  of  Syracufe  by  Dionyfius.  If  not,  either  by  Dionyfius  himfelf, 
or  very  probably  by  Hiero  the  Second. 

Near  the  theatre  is  the  end  of  an  aquedud,  which  is  led  through 
rocks  fourteen  Italian  miles,  and  is  well  fupplied  with  good  water. 

In  this  neighbourhood  there  are  many  tombs,  cut  in  the  rock  ;  be- 
tween which  there  is  a  ftreet,  or  road,  where  the  fteps  of  the  horfes, 
and  the  deep  ruts  of  wheels,  may  evidently  be  traced,  ,  It  was  here 
that  Cicero  difcovered  the  tomb  of  Archimedes,  among  brambles ; 

3  M  2  which 
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which  was  neglecfled  by  and  unknown  to  the  people  of  Syracufe.  A 
rphere  and  a  cylinder,  (landing  on  a  fmall  pillar,  denoted  the  place 
where  the  great  man  flept :  while  it  preferved  the  remembrance  of  his 
difcoveries  of  the  relation  between  the  cylinder  and  the  fphere. 

The  remark  of  Rollin  is  acute,  and  charming  ;  where  he  fays  that 
this  decoration,  of  the  tomb  of  Archimedes,  was  entirely  in  the  fpirit 
of  that  great  man  :  who  placed  more  value  on  a  mathematical  demon- 
ftration  than  on  thofe  dreadful  engines  by  which  he  had  repulfed  the 
Roman  army  *'. 

The  pretended  Ear  of  Dionyfius  is  one  of  the  latomlcc^  or  ftone  quar- 
ries ;  of  which  there  are  more  in  Syracufe.  You  have  heard  of, 
and  will  be  inclined  with  me  to  laugh  at,  the  tradition  of  Dionyfius 
having  given  this  prifon  the  form  of  an  ear;  and  of  his  having  con- 
llruded  it  with  fo  much  acouftic  art  that  he,  unfeen,  could  hear  the 
wailings  and  groans  of  the  prifoners,  or  liften  to  their  converfations. 
That  this  place  was  at  firft  no  other  than  a  flone  quarry,  like  the  other 
latomia  of  Syracufe,  and  that  it  was  afterward  ufed  as  a  prifon,  is  be- 
yond all  doubt.  Holes  may  be  feen  in  the  hewn  ftones  ;  through 
which  probably  rings  were  riveted,  to  which  the  fetters  of  the  pri- 
foners were  attached.  The  imagination  may  eafily  give  the  form  of 
the  bend  of  the  ear,  the  end  of  which  was  direded  upward,  to  the 
entrance  of  this  place.  This  might  be  the  origin  of  the  name  ;  and 
afterward  of  the  falfe  interpretation. 

The  work  is  wonderful,  and  has  different  divifions  ;  fome  of  which 
are  overarched,  others  are  fallen  in,  and  maffes  of  rock,  which  ferved 
as  pillars,  now  rife  in  the  open  air.  The  firft  divifion  is  thus  over- 
arched by  rocks  ;  and  here  there  is  a  loud  echo.  We  fired  a  gun,  the 
report  of  which  continued  flowly  to  thunder  round.  Here  there  is  a 
water  rcfervoir,  the  arching  of  which  is  fupported  by  pillars.  Among 
the  ruins,  there  is  a  decayed  ftaircafe,  which  Landolina  difcovered ; 
who  fuppofes  it  to  be  that  down  which  Dionyfius,  according  to  I  know 

*  Rolling  HiJloWe  Anc  llvre  xx.  art.  iii.  fefl.  i. 

not 
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not  what  author, caufed  thofe  principal  perfons  to  be  taken  whole  arrell 
he  wiilied  to  conceaL 

Some  years  ago,  a  bath  was  found  in  the  city,  to  which  there  Is  a 
defcent  of  forty-five  fteps;  and,  on  the  level  of  this  there  is  a  round 
well,  the  v/ater  of  vAuch  is  beneficial ;  if  ufed  as  a  bath,  by  the  difeafed. 
This  bath  is  entirely  hewn  in  the  rock  j  and  there  is  a  particul-ar  aper- 
ture, by  which  the  water  that  had  been  ufed  might  be  drawn  off. 

On  the  30th,  we  went  on  board  a.  Jpero/iare,  and  vlfited  the  little 
haven;  which  was  called,  by  the  ancients,  Lacc'ms ;  where  we  vet 
could  find  traces  of  the  dock  yard,  which  the  elder  Dionyfius  built", 
and  v/hich  he  enclofed  by  the  walls  of  his  citadel. 

Leaving  the  fperonarc^  we  went  up  into  Achradina,  and  entered  a 
Francifcan  monaftery ;  where  we  were  fhewn  a  beautiful  recumbent 
ftatue  of  St.  Lucia,  the  work  of  Vanini.  The  Saint  is  iuppofed  to  be 
dead,  and  her  death  refembles  lleep.  In  one  of  her  hands  a  crucifiK 
lies,  as  if  fhe  had  beflowed  upon  it  her  lad  grafp  ;  and  in  the  other,  a 
palm  branch,  which  flie  gained  by  fufferlng  martyrdom.  She  is  ho- 
noured at  Syracufe  as  the  patron  Saint. 

In  this  monaftery  there  was  a  dog  that,  fome  years  ago,  performed 
an  action  which  I  cannot  pafs  over  in  filence  ;  becaufe  it  denotes  plan, 
dignity,  and  courage.  The  country  was  ravaged  by  a  wolf,  to  the 
attacking  of  which  the  dog  found  himfelf  unequal.  The  dog  conti- 
nued for  fome  days  to  make  a  provifion  of  meat,  and  bones ;  which 
he  concealed,  and  then  took  other  dogs  to  the  place,  gave  them  a  feaft, 
led  them  to  the  chace,   and  in  company  with  them  deftroyed  the  wolf. 

Near  the  Francifcan  monaftery  ftands  that  of  the  Capuchins ;  in 
whofe  garden  is  the  great  ftone  quarry,  which  properly  confiftsof  two 
latomics.  This  greatly  exceeds  in  extent,  that  which  is  called  the  Ear 
of  Dionyfius ;  and  no  doubt  is  the  quarry  to  which  the  Athenian  pri- 
foners  were  condemned,  and  in  which  they  were  fo  ill  treated  f. 
*  Diod.  L  xiiiv  fThuc.  lib.  vii.  p.  504.   Diod.  Ub.  xiii.  vol.  i.  p.  ^611. 

Thete- 
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There  are  various  ftone  quarries  in  Syracufe ;  I  am  told,  as  many 
as  nine;  but  this  is  the  largefi:,  and  the  one  that  is  mentioned  by  Cicero 
in  an  oration  againd  Verres,  where  he  celebrates  its  grandeur*.  The 
art,  the  amplitude,  and  the  boldnefs,  of  the  undertaking  are  afionifhing. 
The  rocks  are  hewn  to  an  incredible  depth  ;  and  are  in  parts  arched 
over  and  in  parts  the  arches  have  fallen  in :  and  the  combination  of 
the  arched  and  unarched  vaults,  the  pillars,  the  projeding  malTes,  and 
the  caverns,  wdth  their  perfpedive  openings,  form  a  whole  which  is 
unique  in  its  kind. 

In  thefe  depths,  the  Capuchins  have  a  large  pleafant  garden;  the 
towering  fruit  trees  of  which,  fheltered  from  the  wind,  delight  the 
eye,  by  their  extraordinary  and  luxuriant  produd;ivenefs,  at  the  mo- 
ment that,  terriiied  by  the  bold  rocks  and  gloomy  caverns,  it  is  in  need 
of  this  relief.  Some  of  thefe  trees  rife  out  of  the  rock,  where  they 
firfl  take  root  in  fmall  cavities  ;  which  cavities  are  widened  by  the  flow 
but  unremitting  growth  of  the  root,  that  continues  to  extend,  in  length 
and  breadth,  till  a  confiderable  cleft  is  at  lall  produced.  The  thick 
{lemmed  olive  tree  vs^inds  its  rugged  knotty  roots,  wherever  the  rocky 
cavities  conduct  their  growth,  or  the  foftnefs  of  the  ftone  yields  to  their 
diiTerent  ramifications  ;  and,  after  it  has  conquered  all  its  difficulties, 
it  rears  its  leafy  branches  as  if  proud  of  its  vidory,  and  its  power. 
From  the  upward  rim  of  the  rock,  the  ivy,  and  the  wild  vine,  hang  ; 
and  extend  downward  to  where  the  cool  air  fports  with  their  fufpended 

'  *  Obus  ej}  iiio-em magnificum  regiim  ac iyrannorum.  Totum  ejl  exfaxo  in  tn'irandam  alt'itudinem 
depreffo  et  niuhcrum  operis  penitus  excifo.  Nihil  tarn  claufiim  ad exitus^  nihil  tarn  feptum  undiquCi 
nihil  tarn  tuttim  ad  cujlcdias  71  cc  fieri  nee  cogitari  polefi.  Career  tile  efi  a  crudelijftmo  tyranno 
DiomfioJaEtus.  "  This  work  of  kings  and  tyrants  is  vaft  and  magnificent.  It  is  entirely 
*'  cut  in  the  rock  to  a  prodigious  depth  by  the  labour  of  multitudes.  Nothing  more  fecure 
**  in  Its  doors  and  pafTages,  nothing  better  enclofed,  nothing  in  every  refpefl  more  guarded 
**  can  be  effe£led  or  conceived.  This  dungeon  was  the  work  of  the  tyrant  Dionyfius." 

Cicero  does  not  mean  to  fay  that  Dionyfius  conftrudled  thefe  laiovna:\  but  that  he  em- 
ployed them  as  the  molt  flrong  and  fecure  prifons.  He  fays,  on  the  contrary,  that  they 
were  the  work  of  many  kings,  and  tyrants. 

ihoots. 
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{hoots.  The  grirden  grape  clings  to  the  terrific  mafles  of  rock,  where 
the  fig  and  the  pomegranate  tree  are  aiding  to  fupport  its  fcions. 

The  Capuchins  cultivate  for  their  own  ufe  a  yellow  tobacco  plant, 
which  produces  a  w^ell  fcented  fnuff. 

The  nionaftery  is  poor;  and  is  maintained  by  prefents  in  money  to 
the  monks,  in  return  for  the  excellent  fruit  of  their  garden. 

Some  ancient  tombs  are  found  in  thefe  quarries. 

The  catacombs  are  in  what  was  formerly  called  Achradina;  where 
there  is  the  moft  ancient  church  of  Syracufe,  in  which  the  firfc  bifhop, 
Marcianus,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  fent  by  the  apoflle  Peter,  is  buried. 

On  one-of  the  fteps  of  this  church  is  the  following  Latin  infcription  - 
which  is  probably  Pagan. 

MEMORI^  DOMINIC!  MACEDONIS. 

Lege  et  recede.   Amici,  nolite  tr'ifiari^  quia  omnes  mortnJes  fiinuis, 

"  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  DOMINICUS  MACE  DO. 
**  Read  and  retire.     Friends y  afflifl  not  your/elves^  for  ive  all  are  mortal  *.'* 

Melancholy  confolation  ! 

The  catacombs,  fome  only  of  which  I  have  feen,  extended  under 
the  greatefl:  part  of  the  ancient  city  :  yet  I  doubt  whether  their  extent 
is  greater  than  thofe  of  Naples  ;  at  lead  they  are  not  fo  deep,  thoup-h 
they  exceed  them  in  melancholy  magnificence.  They  for-m  a  true 
labyrinth  ;  where  a  man  may  wander  by  the  light  of  torches  from 
tomb  to  tomb,  and,  were  he  not  attended  by  a  pradifed  guide,  there 
he  might  for  ever  v/ander.  Broad  paffages  continually  lead  to  round-: 
arched  chambers  of  the  dead,  which  have  outlets  on  four  fides  that  again 
ferve  as  pafTages  to  fimilar  chambers.  On  the  fides  of  the  palTage  there 
is  tomb  behind  tomb,  fometimes  to  the  number  of  twenty ;  like  the 
compartments  of  a  bureau,   one  behind  another.     The  laft  compart- 

*  As,  in  the  corrupt  Latin  of  thefe  ages  quia  was  often,  ufed  inflead  oi  quody  we  may 
Kcad,  "  that  we  all  are  mortal." 

ment 
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mciU  therefore  was  always  the  firfl:  filled  with  dead  bodies ;  to  depofit 
which  the  bearers  mud  contiuuall)'"  afceiid  over  the  other  dlvifions. 

We  met  with  Greek  and  Latin  infcriptlons  ;  and  there  are  feme, 
which  I  did  not  happen  to  find,  that  are  of  Chriftian  times.  The  red 
incruftation,  or  mortar,  of  which  the  ancients  were  fo  fond,  is  ftlll 
vifible  on  many;  and  which,  if  you  clean  it,  recovers  its  ancient  polifh. 
This  probably  was  likewife  ufed  in  Judea ;  and  Chrift  might  allude  to 
it,  when  he  compares  the  hypocrify  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  to 
pauilcd^'  fepulchres.  That  thefe  rocks  were  dug  before  there  was 
any  thought  of  employing  them  as  fepulchres,  traces  of  an  a.^uedud: 
and  fome  wells  feem  to  denote. 

We  proceeded  through  Achradlna  to  Tyche,  then  to  Neapolis,  and 
from  that  to  Eplpolx  ;  the  weft  part  of  the  ancient  city.  Here  there 
are  two  ftone  quarries,  one  of  which  Cluverlus  fuppcfed  to  be  that  ia 
which   the  Athenian  prifoners  were  kept:  but  it  is   not  fufhciently 

fpacious. 

The  walls  of  Epipolas  are  in  part  well  preferved,  are  of  an  aftonifh- 
ing  height  and  breadth,  and  are  built  of  large  freeftone.  Although 
they  were  '}^o  ftadia,  or  a  geographical  mile,  in  length,  they  were  com- 
pleted, by  Dionyfius  the  elder,  in  twenty  days;  on  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  v/ith  the  Carthaginians.  Sixty  thoufand  free  men  were  em- 
ployed on  the  work,  befide  the  ftone  hewers,  and  fix  thoufand  oxen; 
and  Dionyfius  encouraged  them  by  rewards,  and  by  example  f. 

From  this  wall,  we  overlooked  the  whole  circumference  of  the  an- 
cient cltv,  the  two  havens  of  the  ifland,  the  third  on  the  north,  which 
was  called  the  Trogiiian,  from  the  village  Txogllus,the  peninfula  Tap- 
fus  the  country  to  Mount  iEtna,  and  the  two  marflies  Lyfimelia  and 
Syraca :  from  which  laft  the  city  derived  its  name. 

The  height  of  Epipolas,  from  this  its  extenfive  profped,  is  new 
called  Belvedere. 

*  Matt,  xxiii.  27.  Our  tranflation  reads  ivhited.    T.  f  DIod.  lib.  xiv.  p.  614. 

Landolina 
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Landolina  is  of  opinion  that  the  fortified  height,  which  Chiverius 
fuppofed  to  be  Lnbdcilon,  was  the  hill  Euryelus ;  and  his  reafons  appear 
to  me  to  be  convincing :  for  Labdalon  was  buik  by  the  Athenians, 
during  the  fiege,  that  they  might  have  a  ftrong  place  in  which  to 
-depofit  their  money  and  efteds  *  ;  for  which  this  hill  was  very  proper. 
But  the  hill  of  Euryelus  fliould  feera  to  be  much  larger  :  for  Marcellus, 
before  he  had  poflelfed  himfelf  of  it,  was  fearful  of  a  fally  from  the 
garriibn.  It  is  alfo  probable  that  the  Athenians  would  choofe  to  con- 
ftruQ:  their  ftrong  holds  at  fome  diftance,  rather  than  immediately 
under  the  walls.  A.dd  to  which,  there  ftill  exifts  a  fubterranean  paf- 
fage,  that  extends  from  this  broad  hill  under  the  walls  :  and  laftly  that 
Labdalon  is  not  mentioned  by  Livy ;  and  that  probably,  when  the 
Athenian  war  was  ended,  the  Athenian  work  was  deftroyed. 

It  was  on  this,  fide  that  Marcellus  entered  the  city. 

I  have  more  than  once  reminded  you  that  the  prefent  Syracufe  con- 
fifts  only  of  a  fmall  part  of  the  ancient ;  and  that  it  is  built  on  the 
little  ifland  which  was  called  Ortygia. 

Diodorus,  himfelf  a  Sicilian,  agrees  with  his  countrymen  in  main- 
taining that  Diana  w^is  born  in  this  ifland.  Other  Greeks  affirm  that 
her  birth  place  was  the  ifland  of  Rhenasa  ;  v/hich,  according  to  the 
teftimony  of  Strabo,  was  formerly  called  Ortygia  f.  This  ifland  lies  fo 
near  to  the  ifland  of  Delos  that  Polycrates,  the  tyrant  of  Samos,  united 
them  both  by  a  chain  %.  Homer,  in  his  hymn  to  Apollo,  fpeaks  of 
this  eaftern  Ortygia,  near  Delos,  when  he  fays 

Xaff  £  (xxKxi^''  CO  Aj)to;,  ettei  rsKsg  ayXaa  tskvoCj 

Tm  fA.Ev  £V   O^TuytYi,   Tov  ^s  H^avav  hi  ArjAw. 

Hail,  mother  of  the  famous  children  !  Hail, 
Latona!  Phoebus  thine  5  and  Artemis, 
Delighting  in  the  bow.     Delos  received 
Thy  fon  :  thy  daughter  in  Ortygia  born. 

**  Thuc.  lib.  VI.  Liv.  xxv.  26.  f  Strab.  lib.  x.  |  Thuc.  lib.  iii.  cap.  104, 

Vol.  II.  3N  Yet 
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Yet  Homer  appears,  in  the  fifth  book  of  the  Odyfley,  to  fpeak  of 
the  Syracufian  Ortygla,  when  he  makes  Calypfo  fay  that  the  Gods 
had  envied  the  love  of  Eos,  or  Aurora,  to  Orion ;  and  that,  at  laft, 
Artemis  had  flain  him  in  Ortygia.  And,  in  the  fifteenth  book  of  the 
Cdyfley,  Eumseus  tells  Ulyfles  that  there  is  an  ifland  called  Syria,  be- 
yond the  ifiand  of  Ortygia,  from  which  the  fun's  diurnal  motion  is 
feen.  Muft  not  this  ifland  of  Syria  be  a  part  of  Sicily  ?  Can  we  not 
trace  its  name  in  the  word  Syracufe  ?  The  fun  there  turned  round 
becaufe  the  ancients,  in  the  time  of  Homer,  believed  that  thofe 
who  fhould  have  pafTed  the  pillars  of  Hercules  would  have  pafled 
beyond  the  courfe  of  the  fun,  Eumseus  likevvrife  fays  that  Phoe- 
nician ihips  came  there;  and  the  Phoenicians  were  early  traders  to 
Sicily  * 

The  ifland,  or  the  prefent  Syracufe,  is  conneded  with  the  continent 
by  a  dam  ;  which  is  cut  through  by  four  canals  :  fo  that  four  bridges 
are  to  be  pafl^ed.  If  I  do  not  mifl:ake,  the  repairing  of  the  dam,  the 
cutting  of  the  canals,  and  the  building  of  the  bridges,  were  the  work  of 
the  Emperor,  Charles  the  Fifth. 

I  will  not  conclude  my  letter  without  mentioning  an  ancient  cufl:om, 
which  has  been  continued  in  Syracufe  for  2200  years. 

After  the  vidory  over  the  Athenians,  a  tree  was  hung  round  with 
arms,  by  way  of  trophy  :  r^oTrcnGv,  This  was  annually  rep^eated,  in 
memory  of  the  great  event ;  and  defcended  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration. The  folemn  proceffion  has  ceafed  :  but  a  tree  is  erected  on 
the  firfl;  of  May  before  the  Senate-houfe,  and  during  the  whole  month 
no  man  is  allowed  to  arrefl:  a  debtor.  A  few  years  ago,  thofe  citizens 
who  were  at  that  time  under  arrefl:  were  fet  free ;  that  they  might  partake 

*  Since  I  wrote  this,  I  met  with  the  following  remark,  in  Vofs's  Odyfley,  1781. 
*'  Syria,  probably  the  cape  on  which  Syracufe  Hands  j  v/hich  formerly  either  was  an  ifland: 
*'  or  a  peninfula,  or  was  fo  fuppofed  to  be  by  Homer,  who  had  but  a  flight  knowledge  of 
"  thefe  countries.  The  ifland  of  Ortygia  was  famous  among  the  Greeks,  for  being  the 
"  birth  place  of  Artemis.  Perhaps  the  Phcenicians  had  a  fun-dhl  here  ;  which  fhewed. 
"  the  folftices  and  the  equinoxes." 

of 
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of  the  public  joy,  and  endeavour  to  fatisfy  their  creditors.     A  cuftom 
fo  humane  as  this  ought  not  to  be  abolifhed. 


ADDITION  TO  LETTER  XCIL 

ON  the  27th  of  January,  1794,  I  received  a  letter  from  my  friend 
Landolina,  the  knight  of  Malta,  fent  me  from  Syracufe,  containing  the 
following  defcription  of  a  phcenomenon  of  the  fpring  of  Arethufa ; 
which  I  have  no  doubt  v^ill  be  interefting  to  my  readers. 

//  giorno  1 7  del  corrente  luglio^  V acque  delV  Aretufa^  alle  ore  fei  della 
feray  incommhicio  a  fcorrere^  torblda  in  tutte  le  diverfe  forgenti  che  fcorrono 
dentro  il  gran  porta ;  ed  anchc  laforgente  che  e  in  me%%Q  del  mare  Jgor- 
gava  torblda  dal  let  to  del  mare,  II  colore  che  dava  era  rojficcio  of  euro  ; 
via  dentro  il  bicchiere  fembrava  acqua  torbida^  e  lafciava  nel  fedimento 
una  polvere  fottilijfima  cenericcia, 

II  fapore  deW  acqna^  che  prima  erafalmajlro^  divenne  dolce  perfetta* 
mente,  Notai  che  per  tutta  la  citta  le  acque  forgive  che  fono  incavate 
fiella  pietra^  e  che  fervono  di  pozzi  alle  cafe  deUifingoU^  non  erano  altcrate 
nel  colore^  e  nel  fapore  erano  piii  raddolcite  di  prima,  Durb  tre  giorni 
quefa  torbidez-za^  che  mancavadi  giorno  in  giorno ^  e  lafciava  fra  le  pietre 
per  le  qualifcorreva,  un  fedimento  cenericcio, 

II  giorno  2  i  al  tramontar  delfole,  fecco  totalmente  la  font e  di  Aretufi^ 
con  tutte  le  altre  acque  che  fcorrono  vicino  alia  medefima  dalle  diverfe  for- 
genti che  mettono  la  lorofoce  nel  gran  por  to ;  eft  riduffe  totalmente  fecco  il 
letto  delle  acque^  tantoche  vi  concorfe  molta  geftte^  e  a  piedi  afciiitti  entrarono 
dentro  la  grotta  per  dove  fotteraneamente  fcorre  V acqua.  La  ritrovarono 
incavata  daW  arte^  e  che  era  diflante  dell  luogho  dove  fi  vedc  a  cieh 
aperto  circa  quaranta  pahni, 

Nelfne  di  quefa  grotta  era  una  fejfura  nella  pietra^per  la  quale  fgor- 
gava  r acqua.  Per  tutta  la  lunghezza  della  grotta  furono  prefe  moltiffinie 
anguille^  che  reflarono  nel  letto,     Dopofctte  minuti  ritorno  Vacqua^  a  pocQ 

3  N  2  a  i>oco^ 
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a  poco^  e  la  matt'ina  del  giorno  22  era  ahoTidanU  come  prima.      Ma  e 
rcjlata  ancora  cIolce» 

"  On  the  17th  of  the  prefent  July  (1793)  the  water  of  the  fpnng 
"  Arethufa,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  began  to  run  in  a  turbid  man- 
"  ner  from  all  the  different  fources  which  empty  themfelves  into  the 
"  great  haven."  (We  muit  remember  that  thefe  aiToclate  fprings  are 
the  confequences  of  the  decay  of  the  now  much  lefs  Arethufa,  with 
which  they  have  a  fubterranean  communication).  "  The  fpring 
"  likewife  that  is  in  the  fea  rofe  turbid  from  its  bed."  (Meaning  tlie 
ancient  Alpheiis.)  "  The  colour  of  the  water  vx^as  a  dark  red  ;  and, 
"  being  pnt  into  a  glafs,  it  appeared  foul,  and  left  a  fediment  of 
"  exceedingly  fine  alhes. 

"  The  tafte  of  the  water,  which  before  was  brackifh,  then  became 
'^  perfectly  freili.  It  was  remarked,  through  the  whole  city,  that  the 
"  water,  v/hich  rofe  in  the  ftone  wells  and  which  was  ufed  in  the  houfes 
"  of  the  citizens,  was  not  altered  in  its  colour ;  though  in  its  tafte  it 
"  was  more  frefh,  or  foft,  than  ufual.  This  turbid  ftate  of  the  fprings 
"  continued  for  three  days  ;  but  gradually  declined,  and  left  a  fediment 
"  of  afhes  between  the  ftones  over  which  it  ran. 

"  On  the  21  ft  at  funfet,  the  fpring  of  Arethufa,  with  all  the  other 
"  waters  that  rife  in  its  vicinity,  and  that  empty  themfelves  into  the 
*'  great  haven,  became  totally  dry  :  fo  that  the  ground  was  entirely 
"  free  from  v/ater  :  infomuch  that  many  people  ran  and  examined  the 
"  infide  of  the  fubterranean  grotto,  from  which  the  water  ifllied,  with- 
"  out  wetting  their  feet.  This  grotto  they  found  had  been  dug  by  art ; 
"  and  the  diftance  between  the  farther  end  of  the  grotto  and  the  place 
"  where  they  could  fee  the  fky  was  about  forty  palms. 

"  At  this  farther  end,  ther^  was  a  filTure  in  the  rock,  through  which 
"  the  water  rofe.  Through  the  whole  extent  of  the  grotto,  its  bed  was 
*'  covered  with  innumerable  eels.  After  a  ceflation  of  feven  minutes, 
"  the  water  began  to  return  by  degrees  ;  and,  on  the  morning  of  the 
"  2  2d,  it  was  as  abundant  as  before  :  but  it  ftill  continues  to  be  frefh." 

Landolina 
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Landolina  likewife  remarks  that  fimilar  pha^nomena,  no  doubt,  have 
given  rife  as  well  to  the  fuppofition  of  the  credulous  ancients,  that 
the  water  of  Arethufa  was  changed  into  blood,  as  to  that  of  the  philo- 
fophers,  who  have  ferioufly  maintained  that  the  colour  of  the  water  was 
made  red  by  the  blood  of  the  animals  facrificed  at  Olympia,  Such 
commentators,  to  their  penetrative  acumen,  add  the  credulity  of  fup- 
pofing  a  fubterranean  communication  between  the  river  of  Pelopon- 
nefus  and  the  Sicilian  fpring. 

Landolina  farther  adds,  in  his  letter.  In  quejlo  fecolo^pero  in  ail  Jhan- 
d'lta  lafiiperjilzlone,  fi  ricerca  nclla  natura  Porigine  di  tali  fenomefii^  mi 
conviene  ridurnc  la  cagione  allc  vulcaniche  materie;  che  ferment ando 
aprono  voragini^  chiudono  meati^  riempifcono  caverne^  efanno  cambiare  il 
corfo  delle  acque  dentro  le  vifcere  dclla  terra,  "  In  this  age,  while  we 
"  banifh  fuperftition  and  enquire  into  nature  for  the  origin  of  fuch 
"  phenomena,  it  appears  reafonable  to  me  to  attribute  them  to  volcanic 
"  materials ;  that  fermenting  open  gulphs,  clofe  up  apertures,  fill  ca- 
"  verns,  and  change  the  courfe  of  the  w\aters  within  the  bowels  of  the 
"  earth," 
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Catania,  5tli  July  1792. 

'N  the  2d  of  July  at  mid-day,  we  v/ent  on  board  a  vefTel 
at  Syracufe;  hoping,  by  the  aid  of  a.  favourable  wind,  to  reach  Catania 
in  four  hours  :  but  the  wind  fell,  and  became  variable  ;  and  we  did  not 
arrive  at  this  place  till  half  after  eleven  at  night.  During  our  pafTage, 
we  faw  iEtna  right  before  us  ;  and  when  it  was  dark  the  red  flream  of 
lava  became  vifible. 

6  Cataniay 


462  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

Catania^  which  in  ancient  times  was  called  Catatia^  was  one  of  the 
firft  of  the  old  Greek  colonies.  It  was  founded  by  the  fame  people 
from  Chalcis  who,  but  a  fhort  time  before,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  1 5th 
Olympiad,  726  years  before  Chrift,  had  made  a  fettlement  at  Leon- 
tium.  A  part  of  them  efFeded  a  fettlement  here,  under  their  chofen 
leader  Euarchus  *. 

Charondas,  the  famous  lawgiver  and  a  fcholar  of  Pythagoras,  was  a 
native  of  Catana.  The  univerfity  of  Catania  may  juftly  boaft  of  being 
one  of  the  moft  ancient  feats  of  the  fciences  "f . 

Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  years  after  the  founding  of  this  place, 
Hiero  the  Firft, the  brother  of  Gelo,  tranfported  the  inhabitants  of  Naxos 
and  Catana  to  Leontium  ;  and  peopled  the  two  empty  towns  partly 
with  Peloponnefians,  and  partly  with  Syracufians.  To  Catana,  which 
received  ten  thoufand  new  inhabitants,  he  gave  the  name  of  ^tna  :  at 
the  foot  of  which  mountain  it  is  built.  To  thefe  inhabitants  he  granted, 
not  only  the  ancient  lands  of  Catana,  but  others  from  the  neighbouring 
territories.  This  he  did,  in  part  to  obtain  warriors,  on  whom  he  could 
depend  ;  and  in  part  that,  after  his  death,  he  might  be  honoured  as  a 
hero,  or  ranked  among  the  Gods  J. 

He  died  in  Catana  ;  and,  as  he  wiihed,  was  there  honoured  as  a  hero, 
bccaufe  he  Vv-as  there  confidered  as  the  fecond  founder  of  the  town. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  the  79th  Olympiad,  459  years  before  Chriftj 

*  Thuc.  lib.  vi.  cap.  iii.  p.  379. 

•f-  Sec  VVefreling's  remarks  on  Diodorus  :  vol.  i.  p.  485  :  where  he  proves  tl)at  Clia- 
ronclas  was  not  only  the  lawgiver  of  Thuria  but  of  his  native  place,  Catana,  and  of  the 
other  towns  of  Italy,  and  Sicily,  that  received  colonies  from  Chalcis.  Thefc  were  in  Italy 
Rhcgium,  in  Sicily  Zancle,  Naxus,  Leontium,  Catana,  Eubcea,  Mylx,  Himcra,  ami  Calli- 
polis.  Ariftotle  fays  of  Charondas  that,  except  his  laws  againil  falfe  witnefles,  nothing 
was  properly  his  own  \  but  that  no  lawgiver  of  his  (Ariftotle's)  age  could  be  compared  to 
him  in  precifion,  and  elegant  perfpicuity  of  expreflion.     Xa;'a!vSs  V  i^iov  f/.sv  ahviriTAYW 

(xoTB^oi  Koi  7UV  wv  voi/.o9srav.     Ariliotelis  Pol.  lib.  ii.  c.  12. 
4:  Diod.  lib.  xi.  vol.  i.  p.  440. 

7  Ducetius, 
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Ducetius,  the  leader  of  the  SIcuH,  bore  arms  agalnft  Catana^  becaufe 
its  citizens  had  robbed  him  of  part  of  his  territory.  It  was  Ukewife 
attacked  by  the  Syracufians,  in  revival  of  old  claims  ;  and,  after  various 
defeats,  the  inhabitants  of  Catana,  or  jEtna,  were  obliged  to  forfake 
their  town,  and  retire  to  Inella*":  to  which  place  they  then  gave  the 
name  of  ./Etna. 

The  former  inhabitants  of  Catana  now  repoflefTed  themfelves  of  their 
town,  and  again  called  it  by  its  former  name.  In  the  fecond  year  of 
the  94th  Olympiad,  403  years  before  Chrift,  Dionyfms  the  elder  took 
Catana,  fold  the  inhabitants,  and  ceded  the  town  to  the  people  of 
Campania  'f. 

There  was  a  family  in  Catana  that  was  called  'Euaef^ies :  or  the  pious. 
It  happened  once,  when  Mount  iEtna  fhed  its  fire  over  the  town,  two 
of  the  inhabitants  only  were  thoughtful  enough  to  protedr  their  parents.: 
one  of  whom  bore  away  his  father,  and  the  other  his  mother.  The 
river  of  fire  overtook  them  ;  but  immediately  behind  them  divided 
itlelf  into  two  ftreams,  and  left  them  unhurt.  This  happened  before 
the  time  of  Alexander  :  yet,  during  the  life  of  Pauflinias,  who  lived  in 
the  Auguftan  age,  this  family  continued  to  be  revered  J, 

A  Roman  colony  was  fent  hither,  under  the  reign  of  Auguftus. 
Great  remains  of  antiquity  ftili  exift  in  Catania.  A  part  of  the  T^erma^ 
or  warm  baths,  are  in  good  prefervation  ;  and  probably  we  fhould  have 
feen  more  of  them,  had  not  the  cathedral  been  built  over  them»  A 
fubterranean  odagonal  hall  appears  to  me  to  be  ftill  uninjured ;  and 
aqueduds,  that  fupplied  the  water,  are  partly  ftill  in  exiftence,  andvvork 
mills. 

The  gymnafmm  ftood  near  the  thermae,  and  muft  have  been  very 
large  ;  for,  though  a  great  part  of  it  was  overv/helmed  by  the  Lava  of 

*  Cluverius  and  Wefleiing  prove  that,  In  the  text  of  DIodorus,  inftead  of^Evncriov  we 
ought  to  read  hn<X(rav.  According  to  Cluveriusj  this  is  the  place  where  the  monaflery  of 
Saint  Nicholas  now  {lands ;  twelve  Italian  miles  from  Catania,  on  the  fide  of  Mount  ^tna. 

■^  Died.  1.  iiv.  vol.  i.  p.  651,.  |  Paufan.lib.  x.  c.  28. 

the 
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the  year  1669,  there  flill  exifts,  on  each  fide,  a  fpacious  flrcet  that  be- 
longed to  it  with  many  arcades. 

Near  the  gymnaiium  are  the  large  ruins  of  the  theatre,  where  not 
many  of  the  feats  of  the  fpedlators  are  preferved  :  but,  as  from  a  part 
of  the  half  circle  its  circumference  may  be  determined,  and  as  we  ftili 
fee  the  place  where  the  ftage  began,  we  can  eafily  form  an  eftimate  of 
the  breadth  of  the  whole  from  its  vifible  length.  The  paflages  are 
fome  of  them  in  good  prefervation,  and  fo  are  the  ftaircafes  of  the  three 
different  ftories,  and  many  of  the  'vomitoria.  The  late  Prince  Bifcari 
has  remo  v-ed  the  rubbifh,  under  which  it  lay,  at  his  own  expence. 

The  Catanians  affirm  that  it  was  in  this  theatre  that  Alcibiades  made 
the  oration,  by  which  he  fixed  the  attention  of  the  people  till  the  Athe- 
nian warriors  had  got  poifeffion  of  the  town.  Thucydides  and  Diodorus 
mention  the  ftratagem,  but  not  the  theatre. 

Annexed  to  the  great  theatre  is  a  fmaller  one,  covered  in,  which  was 
called  the  Odeum:  but  no  one  knows  for  what  purpofe  the  Odeum  was 
intended.  The  name  appears  to  fignify  that  it  was  defigned  for  mufic  : 
its  very  roof  feems  to  denote  that  this  was  its  deftination.  Of  the 
Odeum  in  Catania  the  external  circumference  only  is  now  to  be  feen. 
Like  the  theatre  of  Marcellus  in  Rome,  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  changed 
into  habitations  for  poor  families. 

What  is  faid  of  certain  beafts,  that,  having  tailed  of  blood,  from 
blood  they  cannot  refrain,  may  be  juftly  faid  of  the  Romans  ;  who, 
having  once  accuftomed  themfelves  to  the  ferocious  combats  of  favage 
animals,  and  more  favage  men,  could  not  exift  without  fuch  fpedacles. 
There  are  large  remains  of  a  Roman  amphitheatre  flill  ftanding  in 
Catania. 

The  lower  part,  for  it  confided  of  three  orders,  is  covered  with  rub- 
bifh. Much  of  the  fecond  order  is  remaining,  but  little  of  the  third  j 
for,  in  the  time  of  Theodoric,  King  of  the  Goths,  the  fcones  were 
taken  away  and  ufed  for  building  the  city. 

Catania  has  feveral  times  been  vilited  by  earthquakes,  and  the  rivers 

of 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  465 

of  fire  that  are  poured  out  by  ^tna.  In  the  fprlng  of  the  thu'd  year 
of  the  88th  Olympiad,  424  years  before  Chrlft,  the  fiery  lava  ilfued 
from  the  mountain,  and  laid  defolate  the  territory  of  Catana*. 

In  the  year  1669,  Catania  fuffered  miferably  from  the  terrible  erup- 
tion of  the  mountain.  The  lava  flowed  in  a  broad  and  deep  ftream 
toward  the  town.  The  farther  it  departed  from  the  mouth  of  the  vol- 
cano the  more  flowly  it  flowed,  and  the  lefs  fluid  it  became.  Inftead 
of  melting  away  the  walls,  as  had  been  expeiSted,  it  was  Hopped  by 
them,  rofe  above  them,  and  flowed  over  them. 

Two  remarkable  phsenomena  were  produced  by  this  lava ;  the  traces 
of  which  will  continue  till  they  are  removed  by  fome  earthquake,  or 
fome  new  eruption.  On  the  weft  of  the  town  ftood  the  ancient  Bene- 
di(fline  monaftery,  vv^hich  now  conftitutes  only  a  fmall  part  of  the 
former  building.  Toward  the  walls  of  this  monaftery  a  high  ftream 
of  lava  flowed,  furrounded  it  on  feveral  fides,  and  remained  without 
touching  it  immediately  before  the  wall.  The  afped:  of  the  indurated 
mafs  is  very  remarkable. 

Another  ftream  of  lava  overflowed  that  arm  of  the  river  Giudicello^ 
which  was  called  Canale  del  Due  a ;  and,  as  the  water  was  much  valued, 
the  inhabitants  made  a  deep  opening  through  the  condenfed  lava,  from 
which  iflTued  a  copious  ftream  ;  and  the  clear  water  now  continues 
to  run  from  the  vaulted  lava,  like  fprings  from  a  grotto  of  rock. 

The  river  Giudicello  is  the  Amenas  or  Amenanus^  of  the  ancients. 
The  Amenas  is  mentioned  by  Pindar,  in  his  firft  Pythian  ode.  It 
rifes  in  Mount  ^tna  ;  and  its  principal  ftream  is  frequently  invifible, 
and  divides  itfelf  into  many  fubterranean  branches  :  but  it  flows 
through  the  town  above  the  ground.     Ovid  fays  of  it 

■■  -  ■  Sicanias  volvens  Amenanus  arenas 


Nuncjftuity  inter dum  fiipprejfis  fontibiis  aret. 

Ovid.  1.  xv.  279. 


*  Thuc.  lib.  iii* 
Vol.  it.  '  3  O  Large 
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Large  Amenane,  impure  with  yellow  fauds, 
Runs  rapid  often  raid  as  often  (lands, 

Drvden,  v.  423. 

It  is  now  invifible ;  and  it  richly  fupplied  the  numerous  aqueduds  of 
the  ancient  town,  feveral  of  which  are  yet  remaining  *. 

The  earthquake  of  the  year  1 169  was  a  dreadful,  one;  and,  accord- 
ing to  Amico,  14,000  of  the  inhabitants  of  Catania  w^ere  deftroyed,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  fields  were  defolated  by  the  dreaming  fires  of 

^Etna. 

Both  thefe  terrors  of  nature  again  vifited  Catania  in  the  laft  century  ; 
when,  in  the  year  1693,  the  town  by  an  earthquake  was  nearly  re- 
duced to  a  pile  of  ruins. 

Catania  however  rofe  out  of  its  rubbifli  with  reviving  beauties.  The 
broad  ftreets  are  now  carried  in  a  right- line  dirediion,  and  handfomely 
built.  As  it  enjoys  both  a  confiderable  trade  and  is  fituated  in  one 
of  the  moft  fertile  parts  of  the  moft  fertile  country  of  Europe,  its  inha- 
bitants feel  the  blefFmgs  of  profperity  :  and,  in  the  year  1783,  when  a 
o-reat  part  of  MefTina  was  thrown  down  by  the  earthquake,  Catania  at 
its  own  expence  aided  in  rebuilding  that  city.  In  population,  it  is  the 
fecond  place  in  Sicily :  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  is  continually 
increafing,  nor  is  this  number  limited  by  its  walls. 

According  to  the  eftimate  of  fome  perfons,  Catania  contains  eighty 
thoufand  people :  but  the  fanguine  Sicilians  and  Italians  muft  be  cau- 
tioufly  trufted,  when  they  form  thefe  eftimates  of  their  own  numbers. 
At  the  time  that  Amico  wrote  his  valuable  Lexicon  Topograpbicum 
Sicidiim^  which  may  be  about  thirty  years  ago,  the  number  of  inhabit- 
ants was  given  at  twenty-five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight ; 
which  number  may  probably  have  increafed  to  forty  thoufand  fouls. 

The    Benedictine    monaflery    is  a  magnificent    building.      Thefe 

monks  formerly  lived  on  the  declivity  of  iEtna,  at  San  Nicolao  della 

Rcna  ;  where  fome  of  their  lay  brothers flill  receive  travellers  :  but,  in 

*  Vid.  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 

4  the 
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tlie  year  1558,  they  were  removed  to  Catania  j  and  they  now  only 
refide  in  their  former  abode  during  forae  weeks  of  the  hot  feafon,  and 
the  time  of  vintage,  having  been  obliged  to  forfake  it  by  earthquakes, 
and  the  vicinity  of  the  volcano. 

The  monaftery  in  Catania  poflefTes  a  handfome  church,  the  organ 
of  which  is  celebrated,  a  large  but  ill  arranged  mufeum,  a  library,  and 
two  gardens  that,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  afford  no 
umbrageous  bowers. 

The  fervices  rendered  to  this  town  by  the  late  Prince  Bifcari  are  well 
known.  He  was  adtive  in  promoting  the  ftudy  of  natural  hiftory, 
and  the  developing  of  antiquity,  was  a  benefactor  to  his  fellow  citizens, 
a  friend  to  the  Mufes,  and  a  hofpitable  hod  to  ftrangers.  His  fons, 
like  himfeif,  receive  ftrangers  with  friendfhip,  and  with  "  unaffected 
amenity.  The  collecflion  of  their  ample  mufeum  is  much  praifed  ; 
but  1  am  too  great  a  novice  in  natural  hiflory  to  be  able  to  do  full 
juftice  to  this  beautiful  cabinet. 

They  have  likewife  a  very  large  collection  of  antiques.  When  the 
late  Prince  caufed  the  rubbifh  to  be  removed,  many  pillars  and  flatues 
were  found,  that  now  embellifli  the  mufeum.  Among  them  was  a  large 
Torfo  :  a  body,  without  head,  hands  and  legs,  which  is  very  beautiful : 
but  which  of  the  Gods  of  the  ancients  this  flatue  reprefented  I  dare  not 
hazard  an  opinion  concerning,  much  lefs  a  decifive  judgment.  When 
Winkelmann,  from  the  mufcles  of  the  back  of  the  famous  Torfo  at 
Rome,  imagined  he  could  fee  the  perfed:  flatue,  and  prophefy  like  the 
Pythia  on  the  tripod,  who  could  forbear  to  fmile  at  the  inebriety  of 
this  feeling  man,  great  as  his  knowledge  was  ?  But  the  cold  inebriety 
of  ignorance  is  difgufling.  Riedefel,  a  good  judge  and  a  difcerning 
connoilTeur,  believed  this  Toffi  to  be  a  Bacchus.  It  does  not  however 
appear  to  me  to  polTefs  thofe  foft  beauties  which  chara(Sterized  the 
antique  flatues  of  Bacchus.  And,  to  thofe  who  imagine  it  to  be  a 
Jupiter,  we  may  anfwer  that,  had  it  been  fo,  the  lower  part  of  the 
beard  mufl  now  have  been  vifible  on  the  breaft. 

3  O  2  A  bronze 
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A  bronze  head,  of  Antlnous,  is  among  the  moft  beautiful  heads  that 
I  have  any  where  feen. 

The  colledion  is  rich  in  little  deities,  or  bronze  and  earthen  Egyp- 
tian and  Greek  idols,  tear  vials,  lamps,  and  other  particulars. 

The  Prince  colleded  Greek  vafes  w^ith  the  greater  fuccefs  becaufe 
the  remains  of  ancient  Camarina,  one  of  the  largeft  of  the  Greek 
tov\7ns  of  Sicily,  were  within  his  manor :  and  never  were  more  beauti- 
ful vafes  any  where  found. 

A  little  blue  vafe,  that  looks  fomething  like  porcelain,  is  confidered  as 
a  valuable  ornament  to  this  collection :  becaufe  it  is  believed  to  be  a 
vas  miirrhinu7n^  which  was  very  highly  valued  by  the  ancients  •-■'■.  - 

A  fragment  of  an  obeliilc  of  Egyptian  granite  prabably  was  the 
counterpart  of  another  fragment  of  an  obelilk,  that  ftands  in  the  great 
place  of  Catania  ereded  on  the  back  of  an  elephant  of  lava.  Both  the 
obelifks  may  have  been  ufed  as  the  goals  of  the  race  courfe  of  the 
Circus,  which  the  Romans  eredled.  They  are  of  Egyptian  warkman- 
Ihlp,  as  is  evident  from  the  hieroglyphics. 

A  done  which  was  found  in  Ag'irom^  the  ancient  Agyrhim^  the  na- 
tive place  of  Diodorus  Siculus,  contains  the  following  infcription  : 

AIOAHPOS  AnoAAaNior. 

**  Diodorus  the  fon  of  Apollonius." 
Probably  this  Hone  covered  the  afhes  of  the  annalift,  who  threw  fo 

*  It  is  not  accurately  known  of  what  fubftance  the  murroy  ox  mttrrhaj  of  the  ancienfs 
confifted.  Pliny  fays  it  was  brought  from  the  Eaft,  and  was  held  to  be  a  humid  fub- 
ftance,  which  was  confolidated  by  heat  in  the  earth  ;  and  the  vafes  that  were  made  of  it 
were  famous  for  the  play  of  the  colours,  a  certain  clear  polilh  (Splendor  his  Jtne  viribusy 
nitorque  veriiis  quamfplendor)  and  their  odour.  The  whole  defcription  of  Pliny  is  maf- 
terly.     PHn.  Nat.  Hijl.  1.  xxxvii.  c  8. 

When  Auguftus  took  Alexandria,  he  fele£lcd  nothing  from  the  rich  royal  furniture' 
but  a  beaker  of  tuurrha..  Suet,  in  Fit.  Ociav.  71.  The  Prince  of  Bifcari  has  written  a 
treatife.  on  vafes  of  murrha  :  the  title  of  which  is  Ragionamento  de  Vaft  Murrini, 

7  much 
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much  light  on  ancient  hiftory  ;  and  particularly  on  the  hiflory  of  this 
his  native  ifland. 

The  colledlon  of  gems,  cameos,  and  intaglios,  is  excellent  ;  and  the 
cabinet  of  ancient  coins  is  perhaps  the  mofl  perfed:  in  Sicily. 

The  late  Prince  caufed  a  large  villa  to  be  laid  out  on  the  broad  back 
of  the  lava  ;  which,  in  the  year  1669,  flowing  from  iEtna,  ran  into  the 
fea.  This  enquiring  man  wifhed  to  make  an  experiment,  or  rather 
wifhed  to  afford  pofterity  an  experiment,  of  the  time  neceffary  for 
human  induftry  to  render  the  lava  capable  of  cultivation.  He  made  a 
broad  road,  at  a  prodigious  expence,  over  the  ridgy  and  by  him 
plained  lava  :  on  each  fide  of  vsrhich  he  filled  up  the  hollows  with 
earth,  on  which  he  planted  trees.  The  decayed  leaves  have  by  time 
fo  foftened  the  hard  fubftance  of  the  lava  that  the  tender  roots,  after 
firfl  infmuating  themfelves,  have  continued  to  penetrate  inceffantly  ; 
till,  by  the  uninterrupted  but  flow  progrefs  of  vegetation,  the  lava,  Hke 
the  rock, has  been  obliged  to  yield.  It  aneared  to  me  that,  in  fome  parts, 
the  beautiful  caper  plant,  and  the  Indian  fig,  have  taken  root  in  the 
already  fubfiding  lava,  where  no  earth  has  been  laid.  The  huge  malTes 
are  ftill  as  hard  as  rock  ;  fome  parts  excepted,  where  the  hollows 
retain  the  water  :  and  they  begin  to  be  clothed  with  gray  mofs,  which 
is  among  the  firfllings  of  reviving  vegetation. 

The  nature  of  lava  is  very  different ;  as  I  evidently  faw  by  compar- 
ing that  near  Pompeii,  which  had  remained  thirty  years,  and  that 
which  had  remained  five  hundred,  befide  the  Lago  del  Re  in  the  iiland 
oflfchia.  In  both,  the  fcanty  commencement  of  vegetation  is  nearly 
equal.  Nay  the  fame  volcano  will  emit  different  lavas,  that  are  very 
diffimilar  in  kind.  The  annals  of  nature  are  highly  honourable  ;  and 
are  like  the  tables  of  the  law,  written  by  the  hand  of  God  :  but  he, 
who  believes  that  in  them  he  can  difcover  their  author,  will  not  be  dar- 
ing enough  to  give  any  accurate  eftimate  of  their  duration^  Such  a 
man  will  frequently  recoiled  the  infcription.  in  the  temple  of  the  Del- 
phic Apollo  \ 
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*'  He  fays  nothing,  he  conceals  nothing,  he  gives  tokens." 

The  lava  of  the  year  1 669,  on  which  the  villa  of  the  Prince  of  Blf- 
cari  was  laid  out,  by  overflowing  an  arm  of  the  Giudicello^  dammed  up 
its  mouth  and  changed  it  into  a  ftanding  lake,  which  is  fuppiied  by  a 
fpring.  As  the  occafional  inundations  of  this  lake  made  the  air  un- 
healthv,  the  Prince  caufed  another  mouth  to  be  dug  ;  through  which 
the  fuperfluous  water  may  empty  itfelf,  into  the  fea.  Thefe  waters  are 
l\ocked  with  fifli,  planted  with  trees,  and  enclofed  in  the  garden. 
Prom  this  garden,  looking  northward  to  the  fea,  we  faw  the  three  conic 
cliffs,  which  \nqxq  called  Cliffs,  or  Cyclops,  by  the  ancients :  their  mo- 
dern  name  is  Gli  FarigUari. 

To  another  private  perfon,  who  lived  before  the  Prince  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  who  was  of  the  family  of  Cutelli,  the  town  is  indebted  for 
its  Collegio  Nob'ile ;  or  college  for  nobles  ;  which  is  of  his  founding  and 
endowing,  for  the  refidence  and  education  of  twenty-four  of  the  young 
nobility.  All  who  are  of  the  family  of  Cutelli,  or  who  are  related  to 
it,  are  admitted  gratis. 

The  building  and  its  external  appearance  are  beautiful.  Whether 
the  intelledual  and  moral  parts  of  this  inftitution  equal  its  outward 
form,  and  whether  the  education  of  the  pupils  correfponds  to  the 
founder's  intention,  are  particulars  of  which  I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  any  good  account.  I  only  know  that  they  are  inftruded  in 
religion  and  languages,  in  the  fciences,  horfemanlhip,  fencing,  and 
dancing. 

The  univerfity  is  the  principal,  and  in  a  certain  fenfe  the  only,  one 
in  the  ifland  ;  for  the  ftudents,  in  phyfic  and  law,  who  have  entered 
themfelves  at  Palermo,  if  they  wifli  for  employment,  muft  complete 
their  education  in  Catania. 

Don  Giufeppe  Gioeni,  who  is  a  defcendant  of  the  famous  houfe  of 
Anjou,  that  once  governed  Sicily,  is  Major-domo  to  the  queen.  Cham- 
berlain, 


TRAVELS  OF  COUInT  STOLBERG. 


471 


berlain,  and  Profeffbr  of  natural  hlftory,  In  this  univeiTity.  The 
world  is  eager  for  the  publication  of  his  hiftory  and  defcription  of 
iEtna  ;  from  which  much  is  expected.  He  poiTeffes  a  large  and  well 
arranged  cabinet  of  natural  hiftory. 

The  lecturer  in  botany,  an  intelligent  and  friendly  man,  has  laid 
out  a  botanical  garden  ;  by  which  he  has  fupplied  a  public  want,  as  far 
as  it  was  in  the  power  of  a  private  perfon.  His  fon  is  to  be  the  fuc- 
ceiTor  of  the  father.  Among  many  plants  of  many  countries,  we  here 
found  buck  wheat,  the  currant  bufh,  and  the  lily  of  the  valley,  as  exo- 
tics. Neither  do  rafpberries  nor  ftrawberries  grow  in  Sicily.  The 
lily  of  the  valley,  or  May  lily,  grows  wild,  as  it  does  with  us,  in  feme 
parts  of  the  ifland  ;  and  blows  in  April.  It  could  not  be  the  lily  of 
which  the  Cyclops,  Polyphemus,  told  the  Nymph,  Galatea  ;  for  that 
blows  in  winter.  Neither  could  it  be  the  poppy  of  which  he  fpoke  ; 
for  that  blows  in  fummer. 

'fl  (Ml  Ot'  HK  £TEK£V  jt*     «  (/.(XTYI^  f^^OCyX^^   tXOVTiXf 

A(  (W>i  TO  rofia  Mi '   i^BfOv  ^t  toi  h  u^iva  T^euntx, 
'H  /xocKOv'  o.Tza'KaVy  z^v^^a.  wXaTayajw  iy^oiaav. 
'AMa  Ta  (j.tv  Bs^soif  rah  yiverai  iv  pjEi/iwvi  • 
^Xir'  a«  av  rot  raSra  (ps^uv  afAci  'near  e^vvaSnv. 

Theoc.  id.  xi.  54. 

Had  I,  like  fifh,  with  fins  and  gills  been  made, 
Then  might  I  in  your  element  have  play'd  ; 
With  eafe  have  div'd  beneath  your  azure  tide. 
And  kifs'd  your  hand,  though  you  your  lips  deny'd  : 
Brought  lilies  fair,  or  poppies  red  j  that  grow 
In  fummer's  folftice,  or  in  winter's  fnow. 
Thefe  flowers  I  could  not  both  together  bear 
That  bloom'd  in  different  feafons  of  the  year. 

Fawkes. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  what  white  flower  it  is  that  Theociitus 
calls  the  lily.     The  lily  of  the  valley  blooms  here  in  April :  the  great 

Uly 
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illy  in  fummer.     I  have  been  told  of  a  third  kind,  of  a  medium  fize  : 
but  this  likewife  blooms  in  fpring. 

I  have  received  great  pleafure  from  my  acquaintance  with  Signor 
Francefco  Ferrara,  profeffor  of  natural  hiflory  ;  for  whom  I  brought  a 
letter  from  the  great  Spalanzani.  He  is  an  interefting  and  friendly 
young  ecclefiaftic  ;  and  is  the  better  enabled  to  give  us  the  information 
we  wifh,  on  our  intended  journey  to  ^tna,  becaufe  he  is  a  native  of 
the  little  town  of  Trecaftagne,  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 

The  people  of  Catania  are  now  building  a  new  molo^  or  ftone  dam, 
the  better  to  fecure  their  haven  againft  the  fea  ;  and,  in  order  to  obtaia 
a  durable  cement  for  this  work,  they  caufe  pQ%%olana^  or  volcanic 
earth,  to  be  brought  from  Mount  Vefuvius  :  which  they  ufe  after  the 
manner  of  the  ancients  ;  who  procured  po%%ola7ia^  before  they  knew 
what  it  was,  to  mix  with  lime.  The  mixture  of  earth  and  afhes  muft 
therefore  be  very  different  at  Vefuvius  to  what  it  is  at  Mount  ^tna ; 
fince  that  of  Vefuvius  is  thus  brought  to  the  very  foot  of  the  former 
mountain. 

The  principal  trade  of  Catania  is  in  corn  and  pot-aflies. 


LETTER     XCIV. 

Giarre,  at  the  foot  ©f  Mount  -^tna,  7th  July  1792. 

X  HE  day  before  yefterday,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  we 
proceeded  on  our  journey  ;  and  faw  before  us  the  fmoking  iEtna,  the 
grand  boundary  of  our  tour. 

The  mountain  was  more  than  once  concealed  by  clouds  :  nay  it  once 
began  to  rain,  and  we  were  alarmed  left  bad  weather  ihould,  to  our 

great 
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great  dlfappolntment,  arrive  at  the  mofi:  interefting  moment  of  our 
peregrination.  But  we  were  foon  relieved  :  the  Iky  was  clear,  and 
the  white  pillar  of  fmoke  rofe  before  us  in  the  blue  horizon. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Catania,  we  were  (Iruck  at  the  afpecl  of  the  lava 
of  the  year  1669  ;  which  fpreads  a  gloom  over  the  entrance  of  the 
Val  Dcnione ;  abundant  as  it  is  in  the  grandeft  beauties  of  nature,  and, 
if  my  fenfations  do  not  deceive  me,  the  mod  delightful  country  1  have 
ever  beheld.  It  contains  vv^ithin  itfelf  iEtna,  the  fliorcs  of  the  fcraits,  aiul 
the  north  coafl  of  Sicily,  as  far  as  the  F'lmne  GraiiJe ;  which  runs  be- 
tween Cefalu  and  Termini.  The  Val  dl  Noto  ceafes  at  Catania  ;  but,  in 
the  time  of  Fazello,  Catania  was  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  Vnl  Dc- 
mo7ie. 

The  vineyards  of  Catania  are  now  reckoned  as  a  part  of  this  pro- 
vuice  ;  and  are  planted  among  the  black  projeding  lava,  which  is  often 
embraced  by  the  fpreading  branches  of  the  vine. 

Here  the  lower  region,  or  regione  pie  montana^  of  iEtna  begins.  Like 
Vefuvius,  Mount  iEtna,  by  the  influence  of  its  volcanic  air  and  afhes, 
fpreads  round  it  an  extraordinary  fertility ;  and  thus  compenfates  for 
the  ravages  it  commits,  feven  fold. 

Some  of  the  ancients  confidered  it  as  the  higheft  degree  of  happinefs, 
to  be  able  to  heap  all  poffible  mifchief  on  their  enemies  ;  and  all  pofTible 
benefits  on  their  friends.  To  fuch,  iEtna  was  a  perfed:  image  of  the 
grandeur  after  which  they  afpired. 

Soon  after  w^e  had  left  the  town,  we  faw  the  two  Monti  Grof]}^  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  monaftery  of  San  Nicolao  dt-Ua  Ram :  or 
Saint  Nicholas  of  the  Sand:  twelve  Italian  miles  from  Catania.  The 
whole  country  confifts  of  volcanic  matter  j  from  the  black  back  of 
which  we  are  aftoniflied  to  fee  the  verdant  and  vigorous  produce  of 
corn,  wine,  and  oil.  This  occafions  it  to  be  very  populous ;  and  the 
people  appear  to  be  induftrious,  and  to  enjoy  their  well  defer ved  pro- 
fperity.  Their  houfes  are  moft  of  them  built  of  lava,  without  any 
cement  of  mortar  ;  and  look  like  black  fpots,  amid  this  dazzling  ve- 

Vol.  II.  3  P  getation. 
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getation.  The  villages  Gravina,  Mafcaluccia,  Mazzanunclata,  and 
Nicololi,  follow  each  other  in  qurick  iucceffion.  Beyond  Mazzanun- 
ciata,  on  the  left,  there  is  a  foreft  of  oak  ;  and,  on  the  right,  piftachio 
trees.  Immediately  afterward,  a  waftc  of  lava  fpreads  itfelf  j  between 
the  high  rugged  mafles  of  which  there  is  a  narrow  patli. 

The  village  of  Nicolofi  ftands  near  the  Mo////  GroJJi :  which  moun- 
tains fwell  in  a  femi-circular  manner,  like  the  two  breads  of  a  woman; 
and  join  each  other  at  the  bottom  like  the  two  hills  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Vefuvius,  that  emitted  lava  in  the  year  1767  :  which  ran  into 
the  fea,  near  the  ruins  of  Pompeii.  The  Monti  Groffi  of  JEtna  how- 
ever are  much  more  lofty.  At  iEtna,  nature  employs  a  ftandard  very 
different  from  that  with  which  fhe  meafures  Vefuvius.  The  Monti 
Grojfi  likewife  rofe  from  the  terrible  eruption  of  the  year  1 669.  The 
furrounding  lava  begins  to  wear  a  thin  vegetation  ;  and,  in  the  bared 
parts,  is  generally  covered  with  a  grey  mofs. 

I  know  not  whether  the  gloom  excited  by  this  lava  be  not  exceeded 
by  the  black  bed  of  afhes,  which  is  nearly  a  mile  in  breadth,  that  lies 
between  the  village  of  Nicolofi  and  the  monaftery  of  San  Nicolao  dclla 
Rcna>  But  this  does  but  render  the  vines,  pine  trees,  fruit  trees,  pop- 
Jars,  and  chefnuts,  that  furround  the  monaftery,  the  more  charming. 

Here  we  arrived  at  eight  in  the  evening :  but  it  is  only  inhabited  by 
a  lay  brother,  belonging  to  the  great  Benedictine  monaftery  of  Cata- 
nia ;  and  that  folely  for  the  convenience  of  travellers. 

This  ancient  monaftery  w^as  founded  in  the  year  1156;  and  v;as 
inhabited  by  the  monks  till  the  year  1558,  when  they  removed  to 
Catania.  According  to  probable  conjedures,  it  ftands  in  the  place  where 
the  ancient  Inefla  was  built. 

After  having  refrefticd  ourfelves  and   our  animals  a  little,  we  pro- 
ceeded farther  ;  it  being  then  ten  o'clock  at  night.     During  an  hour, 
•  we  faw  by  moonlight  nothing  but  lava.     We  then  arrived  at  the  mid- 
dle region  of  iEtna  :   which  is  likewife  called  the  woody. 

On  this  fide,  it  is  covered  with  oaks,  and  fome  beech  trees :  the  ^\'^\t 
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of  which  gave  us  the  greater  pleafure  becaufe  this  charmhig  tree  is 
feklom  met  with  in  Italy,  and  Sicily.  But  neither  the  tree  nor  its  foli- 
age attains  the  fame  beauty,  here,  as  they  do  in  our  country. 

Many  pines  and  firs  formerly  grew  in  the  forefts  of  il'ltna.  The 
elder  Dionyfms  felled  the  half  of  his  Ihip  timber  there  :  but,  in  the 
time  of  Diodorus  Siculus,  the  growth  of  thefe  trees  muft  have  ceafed  ; 
as  this  writer  exprefsly  remarks  that  they  had  formerly  been  found  here 
in  great  abundance  *.  Even  in  the  time  of  Hiero  the  Second,  iEtna 
abounded  in  pines :  for  this  King  caufed  as  much  timber  to  be  felled 
from  thefe  forefts,  for  the  conftru£lion  of  his  prodigious  galley,  as 
would  have  been  fufficient  for  building  fixty  galleys  f.  Pindar,  a  con- 
temporary of  Gelo  and  of  Hiero  the  Firft,  fpeaks  of  the  black-leafed 
heights  of  iEtna  in  his  hrft  Pythian  ode. 

The  full  moon,  with  interchanging  hills,  valleys,  and  woods  on  our 
left,  and  on  our  right  the  flaming  clouds  of  fmoke,  which,  rifmg  over 
the  erupting  floods  of  fire  concealed  the  fummit  of  the  mountain  from 
us,  and  which  wound  themfelves  like  a  fpiral  pillar  of  flame,  imparted 
to  this  night  fuch  a  combination  of  beauties  as  only  can  be  found  on 
this  mountain  ;  and  even  here  but  feldom,  though  not  more  unfrequent 
than  dignified.  Never  did  I  before  behold  the  moon  and  ftars  {o 
bright,  as  in  this  high  and  pure  region  of  air. 

At  the  end  of  the  foreft  is  what  is  called  the  goat-cavern  :  wiiich  is  a 
deep  arching  formed  by  the  overhanging  lava.  When  I  returned  the 
following  day  from  the  top  of  iEtna,  and  faw  a  fliepherd  pafturing  his 
goats  and  flieep  in  this  cavern,  1  could  not  forget  the  goatherd  of  The- 
ocritus :  who,  in  the  full  feeling  of  his  happinefs,  exclaims  : 

Ajtv«  /ttaref  l/xi*  *  JLjiyu  xa^ov  avr^ov  hoixuy 

KoiXai  J  Iv  TTST^-^O'lV '    i%&)   ?£  TOl  h(J<T     f  V  OVEIPOJ 

Theoc.  Id.  ix.  15. 

•  Diod.  vol.  i.  p.  676.  f  Athen.  lib.  v. 

3  P  2  Etna's 
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JEtna's  my  parent !   there  I  love  to  dwell, 
Where  the  roek-mountains  form  an  ample  cell. 
And  there,  with  affluence  bleft,  as  great  I  live 
As  fwains  can  wifli  ;  or  golden  flumbers  give. 
B)'  me  large  flocks  of  goats  and  flieep  are  fed  : 
Their  wool  my  pillow  and  their  flcins  my  bed. 

Fawk.es,  21. 

Soon  after  this,  the  high  defert  country  hegan  ;  and  the  air  was  very 
cold.  At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  alighted  from  our  mules,  and 
gave  our  frozen  limbs  the  protedion  of  another  lava  cavern  :  where  we 
lay  down  under  the  overhanging  lava,  among  black  afhes  and  fharp 
ano-ular  drofs :  a  fituation  that  would  have  been  very  welcome  to  us 
for  fome  hours,  had  time  permitted  us  to  take  this  repofe.  We  flayed 
only  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ;  and  did  but  feel  the  cold  more  fenfibly 
when  we  again  continued  our  journey. 

As  the  laft  was  a  mild  winter,  and  the  preceding  fummer  had  been 
very  hot,  the  moderate  fun  of  the  prefent  fummer  has  almoft  melted 
the  fnow  from  the  back  of  iEtna.  The  fnow  that  is  here  preferved  in  cliffs 
and  caverns,  trodden  down  and  covered  over  w^ith  afhes,  will  probably 
not  be  fufHcient  to  laft  till  the  feafon  of  new  fnow :  although  it  ufually 
begins  to  fnow  on  Mount  yEtna  as  early  as  September :  efpecially  as, 
in  cafe  the  fnow  fhould  fall  late  in  the  feafon,  they  have  no  refource 
but  in  thefe  hoards.  Each  of  the  neighbouring  towns  has  its  parti- 
cular magazine  :  the  man   who  brings  the  fnow  to  Catania  was  our 

guide. 

The  Cyclops,  Polyphemus,  invited  his  beloved  but  not  loving 
nymph,  Galatea,  to  the  frefh  water  of  the  rivulets  ;  which  were  formed 
of  the  fnow  of  ^tna.  After  tempting  her  by  defcribing  the  riches  of 
his  ruftic  poflefTions,  he  adds — 

'EvTJ  •vj'yxfov  yJwf ,  to  (aoi  a  TroXySgvSf eoj  'Aitvx 
AeuHOii  BK  %iovoj,  TTOTOv  d(x$^oaiov  '7r§o\r)Ti. 
T15  Ktv  Twv  h  ^oi7\U(T7av  sx^iv  V  xy/ua9'  e^ojto  ; 

Theoc.  Id.  xi.  V.  47. 

From 
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From  grove-crown'd  iEtna,  rob'd  in  purefl  fnow. 
Cool  fprings  roll  ne£lar  to  the  fwains  below. 
Say,  who  would  quit  fuch  peaceful  fceiies  as  thefe, 
For  bluilering  billows,  and  tempeftuous  feas  ? 

Fawkes. 

We  now  foon  faw  the  Monte  Rojfo:  a  very  large  hill  of  Mount 
iEtna ;  and  indeed  the  higheft,  except  the  fuminit  of  ^tna  itfelf. 
Some  travellers  have  confounded  this  Mo7ite  RoJfo,  v^hich  is  three 
Italian  miles  from  the  fummit  of  ^tna,  with  the  two  Mojit't  GroJJl; 
which  are  at  the  diftance  of  eighteen  miles  from  its  fummit. 

I  quote  the  following  palTage  concerning  it  from  a  pamphlet  pub- 
liflied  by  Don  Giufeppe  Gioeni  :  the  title  of  which  is,  Relatione 
della  Ern%ione  delV  Etna^  ml  mefe  di  luglio^  m,dcc,lxxxvii.  fcritta, 
D.  C.  G.  G.  (dal  Cavaliere  G.  Gioeni.      Catania^  178*7*). 

"  This  mountain  was  formed  by  a  remarkable  eruption  of  the  year 
"  1751  ;  and,  from  the  colour  of  its  matter,  it  has  been  called  the  red. 
"  It  rif^s  over  another  more  ancient  mountain,  to  which  it  forms  a 
*'  back.  Its  fire  is  not  yet  extinguifhed,  for  it  frequently  emits  fmoke 
**  from  various  cavities ;  which  is  confidered  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
"  mountain  as  a  prognoftic  of  bad  weather,  or  of  new  eruptions  from 
«  Mount  ^tna." 

This  Monte  RoJfo  twenty-five  years  ago  made  a  fearful  eruption. 
Deceived  by  the  moonlight,  we  fuppofed  it  to  be  the  lofty  head  of 
j^tna  5  che  top  of  which  was  concealed  by  the  clouds  of  night,  and 
its  own  fmoke. 

"We  foon  however  recovered  fight  of  it ;  and,  in  the  grey  twilight, 
alighted  from  our  mules  at  the  foot  of  its  fummit:  which  cannot  in- 
deed fo  properly  be  called  the  fummit.  as  the  higheft  of  the  mountains 
piled  upon  mountains.  We  expelled  that  our  guide  would  have  con- 
duced us  to  the  uppermoft  height :  but  he  led  us  to  the  eaftern  foot  of 

*  An  account  of  the  Eruption  of  Mount  iEtna,  in  the  month  of  July,  1787  ;  written 
by  the  Cavaliere,  Jofeph  Gioeni.     Catmia,  1787. 
iUiiihiUQiii  the 
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the  fammit ;  at  which  we  were  at  firft  diffatlsfied.  We  were  foou 
liowever  convinced  that  we  could  not  have  reached  the  top  before  fun 
rife  ;  and  that^  had  it  been  poffible,  w^e  could  not  have  endured  to 
remain  on  the  eaftern  fuinmit :  becaufe  a  weft  wind  blew  the  fmoke, 
and  fulphurous  vapour,  that  rofe  from  the  crater,  toward  the  eaft. 

It  was  fo  cold,  on  the  height  where  we  flood,  that  the  Reaumur 
thermometer  fell  a  degree  and  a  half  below  the  freezing  point.  The 
eldeft  fon  of  Landolina  *,  a  youth  of  about  twenty,  who  had  come 
with  us  from  Syracufe,  juft  as  we  alighted  from  our  mules,  was  over- 
come by  the  cold  ;  however,  he  foon  in  part  recovered  himfelf ;  though 
not  entirely  during  fome  hours. 

We  now  beheld,  by  day  light,  fields  of  defolation  around  us,  wildly 
hurled,  and  intermingled  with  drofs,  black  aflies,  fnow,  and  vaft  miffes 
of  lava  ;  which  had  been  vomited,  at  different  times,  from  the  mouth 
of  ^tna :  on  the  left,  the  fmoking  crater  rofe.  Before  us  lay,  in  the 
diftant  deep,  the  Toro  and  other  hills  ;  and  a  continued  bellying  bed 
of  clouds,  the  darkening  extremities  of  which  the  eye  could  not  clearly 
diftinguifh,  either  from  the  mountains  or  the  fea,  till  the  majeftic  fun 
rofe,  in  fire,  and  reduced  every  objed  to  order.  It  was  a  new  "  divid- 
"  ing  of  the  light  from  the  darknefs ;  and  of  the  dry  land  from  the^ 
"  gathering  together  of  the  waters  f."  Chaos  feemed  to  unfold  itfelf, 
where  no  four-footed  beaft,  no  bird,  interrupted  the  folemn  filence  of 
the  formlefs  void. 

Wojtt  keinen  Todten  begrubeUy  und  keiner  erjlehn  ivirdlf. :  Mess.  cafit.  i. 

as  Klopftock  fays,  of  the  ice-encircled  pole. 

^tna  caft  his  black  fhades  over  the  grey  dawn  of  the  weftern  atmo- 
fphere ;  while  round  him  ftood  his  fons,  but  far  beneath ;  yet  volcanic 

*  Landolina  the  father  is  a  knight  of  Malta  :  but  one  of  the  Cavsliere  dtdivozioney  who 
are  allowed  to  marry. 

f  Genefis,  chap.  i.  ver.  4  and  10. 

X  No  dead  are  buried  there  j  nor  any  there  will  rife. 

mountains 
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mountains  all :  in  number  fix-and-thirty,  each  a  Vefuvius.  To  the 
north,  the  eaft,  and  the  fouth,  Sicily  lay  at  our  feet ;  with  its  hills, 
and  rivers,  and  lakes,  and  cities.  In  the  low  deep,  the  clouds,  tinged 
with  purple,  were  difperfed  and  banifhed  from  the  prefence  of  the 
golden  fun  :  while  their  iliades,  flying  before  the  weft  wind,  were  fcat- 
tered  over  the  landfcape  far  and  wide. 

After  pauhng,  aftonifhed  and  enraptured  by  the  fublime  fpedacle,  we 
began  our  afcent  to  the  fummit  of  the  mountain.  To  attain  this,  we 
had  to  crofs  a  large  trad  of  afhes,  and  lumps  of  drofs :  where  extreme 
caution  was  required,  to  prevent  falling  over  the  rugged  fcorla.  Nor 
could  caution  itfelf  afford  any  certainty  that  an  arm,  or  a  \q^^  might  not 
be  broken :  fo  continually  did  the  hollow  cinders  turn  under  the  foot, 
and  fall  upon  it  at  every  ftep. 

Thefe  obftacles  being  overcome,  we  ftill  had  to  afcend  the  fummit; 
which  is  very  fteep,  and  in  many  places  fo  flippery  that  you  can  with 
difficulty  get  foot-hold  :  though  the  defce'nt  is  not  fo  very  fudden  as 
frequently  to  make  a  fall  dangerous.  We  found  fulphurous  vapours 
occafionally  rifmg  fo  powerfully,  through  apertures,  that  we  were 
obliged  fuddenly  to  turn  from  them. 

Being  frequently  under  the  neceffity  of  refting  to  take  breath,  we 
were  about  two  hours  before  we  arrived  at  the  top  :  and  yet,  mifled  by 
the  defcriptions  of  fome  travellers,  we  actually  figured  to  ourfelves 
greater  difficulties  than  wx  found. 

And  now  wx  ftood  befide  the  vaft,  circular,  and  to  the  eye  imper- 
vious, throat  of  iEtna.  The  form  it  has  affumed  is  that  of  a  tunnel : 
except  that  the  circle  is  not  regular.  Its  contrading  abyfs  is  foon  loft 
to  the  fight.  In  various  places,  thin  clouds  of  fmoke  afcended  out  of 
fmall  cavities,  as  from  fo  many  chimneys  :  while  the  mouth  itfelf  tem- 
peftuoufly  emitted  its  whirlwinds  of  black  and  white  clouds,  in  a  fpiral 
column.  To  go  round  the  crater,  or  to  remain  a  moment  facing  the 
wind,  were  things  impoffible.  Even  with  the  wind  on  your  back,  by 
which  you  are  fecured  againft  the  fmoke  of  the  grand  crater,  you  are 
I  pained 
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pained  and  full'ocated  by  whiffs  of  fulphurous  vapours ;  wlilch  afcend 
from  the  backs  of  the  fummit. 

As  in  Solfatara,  near  Pozzuoli,  fo  here  Ukewife,  on  the  top  of  iEtna 
and  round  the  rim  of  the  crater, fmall  kimps  of  pure  fulphur  are  found; 
which  they  alfo  are  round  the  fmall  cavities. 

The  circumference  of  the  mouth,  or  crater,  is  eftimated  at  from 
three  to  four  thoufand  paces.  Within,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  difcover, 
it  is  coated  with  fulphur. 

On  the  north,  feparated  from  the  ancient  crater  by  a  thin  wall,  or 
cruft  of  fulphur,  there  is  a  new  mouth  ;  which  was  opened  by  a  falling 
in  of  the  fummit,  in  the  month  of  May,  in  the  prefent  year.  This 
likewife  is  round,  tunnel  formed,  and  impervious  to  the  eye.  Standing 
on  its  rim,  we  lavv^  the  whole  weft  part  of  the  ifland  (which,  for  fome 
hours,  had  been  concealed  from  us  by  the  mountain)  to  its  extremeft 
point ;  as  far  as  the  high  Monte  di  Trapani^  or  Eryx^  and  the  fea 
beyond.  Our  guide  endeavoured  to  point  out  the  Lipari  iflands, 
on  the  right :  but,  being  lefs  acquainted  with  the  country  than  he 
was,  I  could  not  diftinguifh  them  from  the  blue  clouds  of  the  ho- 
rizon. 

We  threw  ftones  into  this  crater;  which  rolled  like  diftant  thunder, 
till  they  at  laft  fell,  wdth  a  loud  din,  into  the  water  below.  After 
throwing  the  ftone,  I  counted  eight-and-forty  pulfations  before  I  heard 
the  dafhing  of  the  water.  This  experiment  feems  to  me  to  ftrengthen 
the  opinion  of  thofe  who  believe  that  the  mouths  of  the  volcano  are 
open  to,  and  communicate  with,  the  fea. 

On  a  fudden,  we  heard  the  gulph  begin  to  roar,  with  a  found  like 
that  of  boiling  waters,  in  this  prodigious  cauldron  ;  and  our  guide  ad- 
vifed  us  immediately  to  depart. 

When  this  mouth  firft  opened  itfelf,  about  eight  weeks  ago,  it  con- 
tinued for  feventeen  days  to  pour  out  lava  ;  and  it  ceafed  when  the 
lava  began  to  iffae,  which  now  continues  to  flow  from  a  mountain 
adjoining  to  the  Monte  Roffo. 

We 
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We  found  it  lefs  difHcult  to  go  down  than  to  afcend  the  mountain  ; 
though  this  was  fufficiently  inconvenient,  befide  that  we  were  again 
obliged  to  pafs  over  a  long  bed  of  flack  and  cinders. 

I  was  aftoniflied  to  find  every  where  over  the  furamit,  round  the. 
erater  of  ^tna,  among  the  drofs,  and  even  on  the  fnow  and  ice,  the 
beautiful  little  rtAfcarahcetis  *  with  black  fpots  ;  which  is  fo  commonly 
found  in  Germany  among  the  grafs,  the  foliage,  or  the  corn  :  where  it 
is  accuftomed  to  feed :  while  here,  in  this  defert,  as  fir  as  the  eye  can 
reach,  the  vegetation  of  mofs  itfelf  ceafes  ;  and  yet  I  never  any  where 
faw  thefe  infeds  more  full  of  life,  or  fo  numerous.  We  found  thenr 
moll  frequently  covering  the  lumps  of  fulphur;  on  the  vapour  of 
which  no  doubt  they  feed,  v;hile  the  warmth  of  the  fulphur  increafes 
their  numbers  and  their  vivacity. 

Before  we  remounted  our  mules,  we  went  upon  a  hill  of  afhes ;  on 
which,  a  few  years  ago,  there  w^ere  great  remains  ftanding  of  the  build- 
ing which  was  called  La  Torre  del  Filofofo  :  or  the  tower  of  the  philo- 
fopher.  It  has  been  affirmed  that  Empedocles  refided  here,  to  obferve 
the  phenomena  of  the  mountain ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  probable 
than  that  this  great  Sicilian  naturalift  particularly  dedicated  himfelf  to 
the  obfervation  of  iEtna :  but  the  tale  concerning:  the  buildine  is  as 
fabulous  as  that  which  you  know  is  related  by  Horace — - 

Deus  immortalis  haberi 


Diim  cuplt  Empedocles f  ardentem  frigidus  Mtnam 

Infiluit.  HoR.  Ars  Poet.  464. 

Then  will  I  tell  Empedocles's  flory; 
Who,  nobly  fond  of  more  than  mortal  glory, 
Fond  to  be  deem'd  a  God,  in  madding  fit 
Plung'd  in  cold  blood  in  Etna's  fiery  pit. 

Francis. 

Horace  found  it  difficult  to  believe  this  tradition.     He  only  ufes  it 

■   Kafer  :  the  lady-bird,  as  I  fuppofe.     T. 

Vol.  II.  3  Q^  as 
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as  a  finille ;  and  the  old  woman's  tale,  that  v^Ktna  betrayed  the  philo- 
Ibphcr  by  caftingup  his  Hipper  of  brafs,  is  not  mentioned  by  the  poet. 

Formerly,  a  temple,  dedicated  to  Vulcan,  ftood  on  Mount  ^tna ; 
and  Cluverius  luppoled  this  Torre  del  Filofofo  to  be  the  ruins  of  that 
temple :  but  the  temple  muft  have  been  built  in  a  lower  region,  for 
there  was  a  grove  near  it ;  and  in  it  the  facred  hre  was  contained,  and 
dogs  were  kept.  The  philofopher's  tower  muft  every  winter  have 
been  half  buried  in  fnow  :  a  place  where  neither  man  nor  dog  could 
houfe,  and  near  which  no  tree  could  grow.  At  prefent,  very  few 
traces  of  the  building  are  remaining ;  and  the  little  that  is  to  be  feen 
appears  to  denote  it  was  of  later  ages.  The  Greeks  would  have  built 
of  hewn  ftone,  or  lava,  and  have  conftruded  their  building  without 
mortar. 

We  rode  the  way  that  we  came,  back  to  San  Nicolao  della  Rena ; 
where  we  arrived  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  wearied  and 
overheated,  but  heartily  glad  of  having  accompliflied  our  enterprife. 

An  hour  after  midnight,  we  once  more  proceeded  to  view  the 
ftreaming  lava  by  night ;  and  rode  for  fome  leagues  bcfide  that  which, 
in  the  year  1682,  was  thrown  out  of  the  volcano  called  Salto  delCmie; 
or  hound's  leap. 

Our  narrow  way  led  us  through  many  windings;  fo  that  we  now 
faw  before  us,  now  behind  us,  and  again  at  our  fide,  the  glowing  river: 
and,  whenever  it  efcaped  our  view,  wc  ftill  could  trace  its  courfe,  by 
the  red  fiery  vapour  that  it  emitted.  Before  our  arrival,  we  faw  on 
our  left  the  lava  of  Monte  Rojfoj  which  was  thrown  out  in  the  year 
1767;  and  rode,  while  approaching  the  fiery  ftream,  between  black 
malTes  of  former  eruptions. 

The  prefent  lava  is  caft  from  the  heights  of  Solificio,  a  fide  hill  of 
Monte  Rojfo,  like  a  waterfall ;  till  it  arrives  near  the  place  where  we 
ftood  in  a  kind  of  bottom,  but  is  there  prefTed  forward  by  fucceeding 
ftreams,  and  again  continues  its  courfe  to  the  diftance  of  fourteen 
Italian  miles  :  or  full  two  German  miles.  Little  of  the  proper  lava  is 
2  feen. 
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feen,  that  confifls  of  the  Hquefied  earths  and  rock  :  for  it  is  covered  with 
the  glowing  drofs.  The  ftreain  is  "  a  worthy  pioneer,"  as  Hamlet  fays 
of  the  ghoft  of  his  father,  and  has  dug  itfelf  a  deep  bed  between  the 
fhores  of  its  fiery  flack  and  cinders.  In  the  place  v/here  it  falls  from 
above,  it  collects  the  black  parts  in  the  middle ;  and  forms,  with  its 
correfponding  black  lines  in  a  lateral  diredion,  fomething  like  the 
figure  of  a  fifh :  the  body  of  which  is  of  a  fiery  red,  and  the  outline 
of  the  back  black. 

As  the  drofs  of  the  fl:ream  was  drawn  to  the  two  fides,  when  it 
touched  the  black  drofs  of  the  banks  it  adhered  ;  and  the  relieved  lava 
flowed  the  quicker;  and,  as  the  banks  were  fomewhat  hollowed  under, 
we  could  there  fee  the  clear  flame-coloured  fl:ream.  The  running,  or 
to  fpeak  more  properly  the  driven,  mafs  is  hard  ;  fo  that,  if  a  fl:one  be 
thrown  upon  it,  a  found  is  heard  of  a  dull  or  dead  kind,  as  if  thrown  on 
iron  drofs ;  and  the  fl:one  is  carried  along  the  fl:ream.  Every  inflam- 
mable fubfl:ance  kindles  in  an  infl:ant ;  and  the  light  communicates  a 
dark  purple  colour,  to  the  infide  of  the  drofs  of  the  fliore.  The  afcend- 
ing  fmoke  gradually  becomes  clear ;  till  at  lafl:  it  has  a  morning  red 
appearance.  At  day-break,  bubbles  fwam  and  played  in  the  fmoke ; 
and  refleded  the  objects  of  fea  and  land.  We  approached  very  near 
to  the  bank  of  the  fl:ream,  climbed  the  \vall  of  drofs,  and  looked  into 
the  fiery  river  ;  but  could  not  remain  there  a  moment. 

The  whole  afped:  and  courfe  of  this  conflagration,  defcending  from 
above  and  colleding  in  the  deep  below,  then  dividing  into  meandering 
ftreams  and  forming  iflands,  was  inexpreflTibly  fublime.  Even  when 
the  dawn  appeared,  nay  after  the  fun  had  rifen,  though  lefs  fiery,  when 
near,  it  continued  to  be  of  a  glowing  red  colour.  At  a  dift:ance,  by 
day,  its  appearance  is  black. 

We  followed  for  a  little  way  its  downward  courfe  ;  and  faw  below 
vineyards,  and  gardens,  furrounded  by  its  fcorching  arms ;  then  fud- 
denly,  with  loud  cracks,  we  heard  the  high  drofly  fhores,  at  different 
places,  fall  into  the  ilream.    We  could  likewife  difcover,  through  aper- 

3  0^2  tures, 
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tures,  the  red  lavafhlning,  and  in  fome  places  prefling  forward  on  the 
fide  on  which  we  flood  ;  and  perceived  how  very  pofTible  it  was  for  the 
wall  of  drofs  which  we  climbed  to  have  fallen  in. 

In  the  places  where  the  ftream  broke  down  thefe  v/alls,  it  loft  much 
of  its  flaming  red  appearance,  and  of  its  motion.  One  of  thefe  that 
we  looked  at,  of  a  condenfed  kind,  was  tardy  in  becoming  liquefied ; 
as  if  unwilling  to  move :  but  was  at  laft  llowly  obliged  to  yield,  and 
be  dragged  along. 

This  lava  flows  to  the  north  eail  into  the  fea ;  and  already  has 
deflroyed  many  fruitful  fields  and  gardens.  Uncertain  what  courfe 
it  will  take,  the  afllided  people  ftand  watching  its  fmoke  by  day,  and 
its  flames  by  night. 

Quitting  thefe  fiery  abodes,  we  came  at  firfl:  to  the  deferts  of  ravaged 
nature  ;  till  by  degrees  Ihe  again  began  to  fmile.  The  declivity  of 
the  mountain  was  covered  with  chefnut  forefts.  Remember,  when  I 
fpeak  of  the  chefnut  tree  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  I  mean  the  beautiful  and 
noble  chefnut,  the  fruit  of  which  we  eat ;  but  v;hich  in  Germany  is  fo 
fcarce,  and  is  only  produced  on  fmall  trees.  Our  common  horfe  chef- 
nut, which,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  was  brought  to  us  from  Afia,  through 
Italy,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  is  very  rare  in  thefe  countries  ;  and  is 
only  here  and  there  to  be  found  in  gardens. 

We  now  foon  faw  vineyards  and  orchards,  on  hill  and  dale  ;  while 
the  widening  profpe61:  over  the  fea  prefented  to  our  view  the  blooming 
fields  by  its  fide,  the  outftretching  mountain  of  Toro,  and  the  high 
fhores  of  Calabria.  We  beheld  the  moft  foudiern  Italian  promontory  of 
Spartivento  :  hated  and  defamed  by  feamen.  After  the  fearful  fublimity 
of  volcanic  regions,  how  laughing  did  thefe  lands  of  paradife  appear ! 
the  charms  of  which  were  rather  heightened  than  difturbed  by  the 
contraft  of  the  black  lava,  that  ftreamed  forth  in  the  year  1682. 

Near  Ferreri  where  we  halted  at  noon,  we  faw  in  a  vineyard  fifteen 
tall,  ftraight,  young  chefnut  trees  ;  all  of  v/hich  fprung  from  the  root  of 
a  tree  that  was  cut  down,  and  forming  the  mofl:  beautiful  foliage  I  ever 

beheld. 


'y/f  ///rr  ,w//ry ['^-/)ty  .r/z/^Y/z/v//^ 


^;y.>Yy/  ,/./ 


Zi'ff.rjriv. 
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beheld.     The  trunk  of  each  was  thicker  than  the  body  of  a  middle- 
fized  man. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  through  chefnut  forefis  that  grow  on  the 
north  fide  of  jEtna.  This  tree  flourifhes  heft  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  volcanoes  ;  near  Vefuvius,  Solfatara,  and  Epoineo,  in  lichia ;  but 
no  where  fo  highly  as  on  Mount  iEtna,  the  chief  of  the  volcanoes. 
We  viewed  on  all  fides  the  verdant  fullneils  of  fwelling  vegetation,  in 
the  beautiful  iields  which  are  every  where  found,  from  the  decllvlLy 
of  the  mountain  ro  the  plains  of  the  fertile  fea  coaft  ;  which  is  fliaded 
with  fruit  trees  of  various  kinds. 

The  trees  of  the  chefnut  forefts  of  -/Etna  confift  in  part  of  the  {len- 
der fcions  from  old  roots,  fuch  as  I  have  defcribed  above,  and  partly  of 
trunks  that  are  unequalled  perhaps  in  the  whole  world  ;  and  certainly 
in  Europe  '•=*.  We  met  with  fome  which  were  thicker  than  the  pro- 
digious oak  trees  near  Bomte,  in  the  bifhoprick  of  Ofnabiirg  ;  and  yet 
how  diminutive  were  thefe  to  the  tree  dd  ce?ito  cavalli ;  or,  the  hun- 
dred horfemen  :  as  it  is  called,  by  the  Sicilians. 

This  tree,  which  for  centuries  has  been  hollow,  confifts  at  prefent 
of  five  prodigious  trees  :  feveral  of  the  inward  fides  of  which  are 
fmooth,  though  time  has  covered  them  with  a  kind  of  bark  ;  and  v\'hich 
we  indubitably  fee  all  adlually  belong  to  one  great  trunk,  through 
which  wide  cavities  have  been  made  by  the  decay  which  time  produ- 
ces. They  fi:and  in  a  circle,  and  form  a  vafl  connedled  bower ;  denoting, 
the  natural  rounding  of  the  tree,  which  has  only  been  perforated  by  a 
fuccefiion  of  centuries. 

Swinburne,  a  traveller  of  underftanding  and  veracity,  fays  :  "  AVhen 

*  Even  the  Tamous  African  tree,  which  is  called  Barbab,  and  defcribed  by  Profper 
Ajpinus,  Clufius,  and  fince  them  by  Adanfon,  a  French  Botanift,  after  whom  it  has 
likewife  been  named  Ach<fifo?iiay  does  not  in  circumference  equal  the  fize  of  thefe  giants 
of  J^tnz.  Adanfon  found  trees  the  diameters  "^^  which  were  nearly  iive-and-tvventy 
feet  :  but  the  largeft  chefnut  tree  of  j^tna  has  more  than  twice  tliat  tliiclaicfs.  See 
Lirme's  Pfiafizen/xjletn^nach  der  lyen  aujgahe  uberjetzt..  Nurnbergy  zter  Theil  ^']']'/if-  ^S^' 
160. 

"  I  firft 


486  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

"  I  firft  faw  this  tree,  I  concluded  myfelf  impofed  upon,  by  the  de- 
"  fcriptions  of  precedhig  travellers  ;  and  was  convinced  that  the  origi- 
"  nal  tree  had  been  cut  down,  and  the  prefent  group  formed  by  new 
"  fhoots  fprung  out  of  the  old  root ;  but,  upon  a  clofer  examination, 
*'  I  changed  my  ophiion.  This  wonderful  produdion  of  the  vegeta- 
"  ble  kingdom,  confiPis  of  a  trunk,  now  fplit  to  the  furface  of  the 
"  earth,  but,  as  I  found  by  digging  all  round,  united  in  one  body  at  a 
"  very  fmall  depth  below  *." 

We  m^afured  the  circumference  of  this  tree  ;  and  found  it  to  be 
twenty-five  caniie  and  fix  palmi,  or  one  hundred  and  fixty-two  French 
feet :  pied  de  Rot  :  which  is  fomcthing  larger  than  the  Rhenifh  foot. 
h  carina  contains  eight /^//.wj-  ;  the  palm  ^fpaii^  including  the  firft  joint 
of  the  thumb. 

We  and  our  whole  efcort,  mules  and  all,  found  more  than  fufficient 
room  within  this  tree  :  nor  were  we  incommoded  by  the  remains  of  a 
ftone  houfe  and  an  oven,  which  had  been  built  there  ;  and  you  will 
•eafily  perceive,  from  its  circumference,  that  the  name,  del  cento  cavalli^ 
is  no  exaggeration.  Huge  branches  fpread  from  its  principal  trunks  on 
all  fides  ;  and  the  vigorous  vegetation  of  its  green  old  age  increafes 
the  admiration  which  its  afped  excites  :  efpecially  having  fuffered  as 
it  has  done  from  the  ravages  of  time,  in  defplte  of  which  its  venerable 
ruins  rather  refemble  a  grove  than  a  tree.  View  it  on  which  fide  you 
will^  its  appearance  is  as  beautiful  as  it  is  unique. 

Another  tree,  v>^hich  from  the  form  of  its  branches  is  called  La 
nave^  or  the  fhip,  has  likewife  fuffered  much  from  the  hundreds,  or 
from  the  tens  of  hundreds,  of  years  that  it  has  exifted.  Like  the  firft, 
it  is  hollow,  and  only  half  ftanding  ;  yet  its  boughs  ftretch  out  to  a 
great  diftance.  Its  circumference  is  now  eight  caiine^  and  a  palm  :  or 
forty-nine  French  feet. 

Li  this  foreft,   on  the  7th  of  July,  wc  heard  the  nightingale  fing. 

*  Travels  In  the  Two  Sicilies  by  Henry  Swinburne.  Vol.  iv.  p,  157.     Ottavo  ^ypo. 

In 
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In  the  evening,  we  rode  through  countries  as  beautiful  as  thofe  we  had 

paired  on  our  defcent  ;  till  we  came  to  the  fmall  town  of  Giarre^  which 

Hands  on  the  fea  fhore. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  place  were  in  great  terror,  when  the  lava,  in 

the  month  of  May  laft,  which  was  thrown  from  the  crater,   appeared 
to  threaten  them.     During  the   firft  three  days,  the  earth  heaved  at 

every  rumbling  of  the  mountain  ;  and  the  window  fliutters  of  thofe 

houfes  that  had  any  were  fprung. 

We  faw  from  our  inn  a  folemn  proceflion,  with  torches,  which  was 

made  to  the  declivity  of  the  mountain  to  entreat  that  the  ftream  of  lava 

might  not  injure  them  in  its  courfe.     Were  it  not  a  common  cuftom  to 
bear  torches  in  nightly  proceffions,  I  fhould  have  believed  this  to  be  the 
remains  of  a  Pagan  ceremony.     The  fable  of  the  ancients  was  that  the 
torch  of  Ceres  fet  Mount  jEtna  on  fire ;  when  fhe  fearched  the  world 
for  her  daughter  Proferpine,  who  had  been  carried  away  by  Pluto. 
A  race  by  torch  light  was  inftituted,  in  commemoration  of  this  fearch. 
Agathocles  alluded  to  this  cuftom,  when  he  advifed  the  army  to  change 
the  fhips  to  torches,  after  he  had  vowed  to  facrifice  them  to  Ceres  and 
Proferpine  *  :    Aa^TracTgug/v  airccaoLS  tocs  yccvi.    What  could  be  more  pro- 
bable than  that  the  Sicilians  Ihould  make  folemn  proceffions  to  Ceres : 
efpecially  at  times  when  their  harvefts  were  menaced  by  the  fiery 
dreams  of  ^tna  ? 

*  Diod.  lib.  V.  vol.  i.  p.  333,  compared  with  lib.  xx.  vol.  ii.  p.  410  and  the  vemarksof 
Wefieling. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XCV. 

Meffina,  loth  July  1792* 

ii/ARLY  on  the  day  before  yefterday,  fooii  after  we  had  left 
Giarre,  a  noble  profpedt  opened  upon  us.  To  the  left,  we  faw  Mount 
JEtna  •  which,  if  it  be  permitted  to  compare  the  fublimeft  objeds  of 
nature  to  the  infignificant  efforts  of  human  art,  when  feen  on  this  fide, 
refembles  a  Greek  theatre.  It  rifes  in  woody  gradations  over  the  fer- 
tile plains  :  and  extends  itfelf  in  a  chain  of  mountains  as  fir  as  Motite 
Toro:  the  craggy  fummits  of  which  project  from  the  fouth  weft  to 
the  north  weft,  and  it  ends  in  placing  its  rocky  foot  in  the  fea^  To 
the  rif^ht  the  fea  is  feen,  and  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Calabria  j  which, 
from  its  diftance,  appears  to  unite  with  the  Monte  Toro. 

We  twice  rode  through  the  Fiume  Freddo  :  the  ^Ji?ies  of  the  ancients. 
Its  modern  name  is  very  applicable,  for  its  water  is  very  cold  ;  and 
is  likewife  limpid,  and  frefh.  Notwithftanding  its  cold  quality,  it 
may  probably  be  healthful  either  for  bathing  or  beverage  ;  and  there- 
fore it  might  be  called  by  the  Greeks  JJines ;  aa-im  ;  or  harmlefs. 
We  met  with  a  grove  of  large  mulberry  trees  between  its  two  arms, 
and  refreftied  ourfelves  with  the  charming  fruit. 

I  know  not  whether  that  kind  of  mulberry,  which  bears  white  fruit, 
can  better  endure  the  winter  than  the  nobler  fpecies,  that  bears  black, 
or  more  properly  dark-red  fruit ;  or  whether  the  firft  be  for  that  reafon 
preferred  in  Germany,  for  the  culture  of  filk.  I  met  with  many  of 
both  kinds  in  Sicily  :  but  in  Sicily  they  prefer  the  tree  with  the  dark- 
red  fruit,  of  which  there  is  conftantly  fo  great  a  quantity  of  the  beau- 
tiful berries  that  any  perfon  may  pluck  them  who  pleafes.  You  are 
aware  that,  by  plucking  this  fruit,  the  hands  and  mouth  become 
A  ftained. 
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ftalned.  A  Sicilian  taught  me  an  eafy  manner  of  freeing  myfelf  from 
thefe  purple  fpots  ;  by  taking  fome  unripe  fledi-coloured  berries,  preiT- 
ing  out  their  juice,  and  rubbing  it  over  the  ftains. 

On  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Afmes  ftood  the  tov^n  of  Naxos 
which  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the  illand  of  Naxos,  in  the 
Archipelago.  The  people  of  Chalcis  and  Euboea  founded  this  colony, 
under  their  leader  Theocles,  a  year  before  Syracufe  was  inhabited  by 
the  Greeks,  in  the  third  year  of  the  nth  Olympiad,  or  732  years 
before  Chrift*.  They  ereded  an  altar  to  Apollo,  the  Leader: 
AttoXAuvl  A^x'^yerv  :  becaufe  the  oracle  of  this  God  at  Delphos  had 
advifed  the  emigration  of  the  Greek  colonies  to  Sicily.  Naxos  was 
the  firfl:  of  thefe  colonies  that  followed  the  advice  of  the  oracle;  and  Sy- 
racufe the  fecond. 

In  the  fecond  year  of  the  94th  Olympiad,  401  years  before  the 
birth  of  Chrift,  and  330  from  its  foundation,  Naxos,  through  the  trea- 
chery of  Procles,  a  native,  was  taken  by  the  elder  Dionyfms ;  who 
fold  the  inhabitants,  fparing  none  but  the  relations  of  the  traitor. 
Their  property  he  gave  up  to  the  foldiers,  deftroyed  both  the  houfes 
and  the  walls,  and  ceded  the  territory  to  the  neighbouring  Siculi  t . 

Seven-and-thirty  years  after  this  event,  Andromachus,  the  father  of 
the  hiftorian,  Timseus,  aflembled  the  furviving  fugitives  of  Naxos,  and 
founded  Tauromejiiiim^  on  Mount  Taurus,  or  Toro ;  and  there  formed 
a  fettlement.     The  word  Taiiromenium  is  derived  from  the  name  of  the 
mountain,  and  from  }jiivit.v\  to  remain.  The  town  is  now  called  Taormina, 

When  Hiero  the  Second  made  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Romans, 
Tauromenium  was  the  laft  town  that  acceded  to  the  alliance. 

The  people  of  Tauromenium  threw  down  a  ftatue,  which  they  them- 
felves  had  ereded  to  the  rapacious  Verres  :  but  they  fuffered  the  pe- 
deftal  to  remain,  to  eternize  his  difgrace. 

When  Auguftus,  defirous  of  rewarding   the  legions  that  had  aided 
him  in  fubjeding  the  Roman  world,  had  given  them  moil  of  the  lands 
*  Thuc.  lib.  vi.  p.  379.  t  Diod.  lib.  xiv.  vol  i.  p.  65  u 
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of  Italy,  after  having  tranfplanted  the  ancient  poffeirors,  or  without 
compenfatioii  driven  them  away,  he  likewife  fent  a  colony  to  Tauro- 
meniiim. 

The  Saracens  were  mafters  of  the  greateft  part  of  Sicily  before  they 
fucceeded  in  conquering  this  town  ;  and  the  remembrance  of  their  cru- 
elties is  preferved  to  this  day.  Count  Roger  the  Norman,  by  cutting 
off  the  provifions  of  tlie  enemy,  re-conquered  Taormina. 

This  town  is  built  on  a  height  of  Monte  Toro ;  fo  that  the  afcent  to 
it  is  difficult ;  and  the  little  town  of  Mola  lies  on  a  ftill  more  loftv 
fummit.  The  lands  below  Taormina  are  fruitful,  well  watered,  abound- 
ing in  trees,  and  very  pleafant.  I  faw  very  large  citron  trees  in  a  vil- 
lage below  the  town. 

Some  miles  from  the  town,  the  river  Cantara  runs  ;  called  Onobalm 
by  the  Greeks,  and  Taurotiienius  by  the  Romans.  Its  bed  fhews  that, 
in  winter,  it  is  a  broad  ftream  ;  but  in  fummer  it  is  nearly  dry.  There 
is  a  bottom  however  in  which  its  waters  colled;  themfelves,  and  always 
form  a  ftream  :  which  was  fufficiently  rapid,  when  we  rode  through 
it,  to  drive  the  horfes  and  mules  rather  fideways.  From  this  power  it 
no  doubt  obtained  its  Greek  name,  Onobalus^  the  Afs-thrower. 

Not  far  from  the  place  through  which  we  forded,  there  is  a  bridge  ; 
which  is  called  the  Devil's  bridge.  The  credulous  country  people 
relate  that  God  told  the  Devil,  if  he  would  build  a  bridge  there,  the 
lirft  that  went  over  it  fhould  belong  to  him  ;  and  the  Devil  immedi- 
ately flew  to  perform  the  tafk.  No  fooner  w^as  the  bridge  finiihed 
than  it  was  pafled  by  a  dog  ;  and  the  raging  Devil,  ftamping  with  his 
foot,  pufhed  out  a  ftone,  leaving  an  aperture  which  no  ftone  that  could 
be  brought  would  fill  up.  At  laft  however  the  bridge  was  bleffed,  and 
has  ever  fmce  been  in  ufe.  We  did  not  think  it  worth  while,  in  the 
heat  of  the  day,  to  make  a  circuitous  route  to  fee  this  bridge. 

Between  the  Cantara  and  Taormina  are  the  ruins  of  an  ancient 
tower,  and  an  aqueduct.  The  tower  is  called  Cajiello  Schtfone ;  and 
foine  believe  that  this  is  the  place  where  Naxos  flood  :  but  Ciuverius 

with 
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v/lth  juftlce  fuppofes  that  Naxos,  according  to  the  tefllmony  of  the  an- 
cients, was  built  on  the  banks  of  the  Afuics,  The  lava  of  iEtna,  erup- 
tions from  which  muft  have  happened  in  very  early  ages,  forms  the 
bafe  of  the  tower  and  the  aquedua:.  This  lava  ftretches  out  into  the 
fea  ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  no  other  flream  of  lava  has  fince 
run  fo  far. 

Near  Taormina  are  the  remains  of  water  cifterns  of  the  ancient  Tau- 
romenium  ;  and  the  arching  of  the  largeft  of  thefe  cifterns  throws 
light  on  the  fo  much  doubted  deftination  of  the  much  greater  refervoir 
near  Baice,  which  is  known  by  the  name  Pifchia  mirahilh.  The 
arching  of  the  cifterns  near  Taormina  is,  like  the  arching  of  the 
Pifcina  mirabiUs^  fupported  by  pilafters.  The  traces  of  the  aqueduds, 
which  fupplied  the  cifterns  with  water,  are  ftill  difcoverable.  Below 
the  four  other  cifterns  of  Taormina  there  has  been  one  particularly 
large  j  which  was  ufed  to  fill  a  place  with  water,  which  place  was 
plaiftered  and  walled,  and  here  the  people  enjoyed  the  fpedacle  of  a 
fea  fight.  By  the  fide  of  this  Naumachia*,  the  arcades  are  ftill  ftand- 
ing  in  which  ftatues  were  placed.  Above  thefe  were  the  feats  of  the 
fpedtators  :  of  which  feats  fome  remains  are  ftill  exifting. 

I  conjecture  that  this  was  the  work  of  the  Romans  ;  partly  becaufe 
it  is  built  of  ftate-ftone,  and  partly  becaufe  thofe  people,  in  the  times 
of  the  Emperors,  who  from  ftate  policy  flattered  their  wiflies,  had  an 
abfurd  and  remarkable  propenfity  to  luxury.  I  fufped:  that  the  Greeks^ 
whofe  perception  of  the  true  was  much  more  refined,  would  never 
-have  thought  of  building  a  place  like  this  by  the  fea  fide ;  on  which 
fea  fights  were  to  be  mimicked.  It  was  a  property  of  thefe  people  to 
profit  by  every  advantage  of  fituation ;  and,  if  I  dare  fo  to  fay,  to 
feize  on  every  gift  of  nature,  Thefe  qualities  appertain  to  genius. 
The  conquering  of  difficulties  which  never  ought  to  be  encountered, 

•*  Naumacliia,  N«;;^t:^%ia;  fignified  a  fight,  or  combat,  by  fea  \  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake, 
the  Romans  were  the  fuTi  wlio  gave  the  pools  on  which  fea  fights  were  imitated  this 
name. 
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except  when  unavoidable,  thofe  vifible  efForts  which  are  ever  the  death 
of  the  graces,  and  that  love  for  the  prodigious  which  is  fo  much  more 
eafily  attained  than  the  fublime,  are  the  charaderiftic  marks  of  a  fpirit 
of  imitation  ;  which  was  the  more  natural  to  the  Romans  becaufe  they 
continually  made  it  their  endeavour  to  combine  this  fpirit  of  imitation 
■with  their  ancient  charadter  of  vidorious  ftrength. 

As  the  prefent  town  does  not  contain  above  five  thoufand  inhabit- 
ants, it  includes  only  a  fmall  part  of  the  ancient  town,  which  was  laid 
wafte  by  the  Saracens.  Above  it  are  the  great  ruins  of  the  theatre,  in 
which  there  appear  to  be  more  and  better  connedled  parts  than  in  the 
remains  of  perhaps  any  other  ancient  theatre.  Some  of  the  feats  of 
the  fpe(Stators  were  cut  in  the  rock.  Behind  them  are  the  walls,  with 
niches  for  the  reception  of  ftatues  ;  on  which  probably,  as  in  the  Ro- 
man theatres  and  amphitheatres,  were  the  feats  for  the  women  ;  and 
farther  back  than  thefe  the  feats  for  the  common  people  were  ereded, 
on  high  arcades. 

I  am  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with  architedure  to  give  you  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  remains  of  thofe  parts  which,  becaufe  of  their  pre- 
fervation,  render  this  theatre  particularly  remarkable.  The  podium^ 
that  is,  the  front  feat  next  the  orcheftra,  where  the  chiefs  ufed  to  fit, 
is  ftill  to  be  feen.  The  Senators  and  the  Veftals,  in  Rome,  fat  on  the 
pod'mm.  The  orcheftra,  t\\Q ptdpitiim^  \h.Q  profcenium^  the  ftage,  and  the 
pojlfcenium^  are  ftill  very  diftinguifhable. 

1  fuppofe  this  theatre  to  be  a  Roman  work,  becaufe  it  is  built  of 
flate-ftone.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  it  was  coated  with  marble^ 
taken  from  the  mountain  on  which  it  ftands,  and  in  v/hich  the  feats 
were  hewn.  The  marble  quarries  of  Mount  Taurus  were  famous 
among  the  ancients ;  and  Hiero  the  Second  embellifhed  his  prodigious 
and  magnificent  galley  with  baths  of  Tauromenian  marble  * . 

The  fcience  of  the  archited  is  honourable  to  him ;  for  even  now, 
when  fo  many  parts  of  the  theatre  are  deHroyed,  founds  from  the  ftage 

*  Athenseus,  lib.  v^ 
7  are 
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are  audibly  heard  on  the  feats.  The  Cicerofie  who  condu6ted  us  rehearfed 
a  fcene  here,  which  we  could  perfed:ly  hear  on  the  uppermoft  feat. 
How  frequently  have  our  theatres,  and  our  churches,  the  defed:  of 
not  being  built  with  acouftic  fcience  ;  and  how  often  do  the  founds 
die  away  in  corners,  or  become  confufed  by  being  echoed !  How 
much  more  difficult  likewife  was  it  to  render  founds  in  the  prodigious 
theatres  of  thefe  ages  articulate,  where  the  players  from  the  ftage  muft 
indubitably  have  been  diftindtly  heard  by  many  thoufand  fpe<f^ators  in 
the  open  air  ! 

The  fituation  of  this  place  gave  me  much  greater  pleafure  than  the- 
theatre  itfelf ;  for  here  you  have  a  profpedt  toward  the  fea,  and  toward 
^tna  ;  which  you  behold  towering  in  all  its  fovereignty.  The  build- 
ing of  the  ftage  deprived  moft  of  the  fpe£tators  of  this  view  :  but  it 
was  enjoyed  by  thofe  who  fat  on  the  feats  of  the  women,  and  by  the 
upper  gallery. 

On  the  back  of  the  feats,  toward  the  north,  the  ftraits  of  Faro  and 
the  two  coafts  are  feen.  If  you  turn  your  face  immediately  to  the  an- 
cient caftle,  built  by  the  kings  of  Arragon,  you  have  then  on  one  fide  a 
profped:  of  Italy,  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Sicily,  and  the  Sicilian  fea;  and  on 
the  other  the  entire  ftraits  of  Faro^  between  their  lordly  ihores,  the 
Capo  Spartivcfito^  and  the  mouth  of  the  Adriatic. 

I  have  feen  profpeds  more  extenfive  than  thefe,  but  none  more  beau- 
tiful. While  one  fea  retires  from  the  eye,  another  prefles  forward  ; 
between  Calabria  and  Sicily,  the  two  moft  delightful  countries  of  Eu- 
rope !  And  where  is  the  mountain  that  can  be  compared  to  -/Etna  ? 

We  took  up  our  abode  in  the  Capuchin  monaftery  ;  where  the  good 
Monks  gave  us  a  friendly  reception.  They  poffefs  a  large  garden  ;  in 
which,  with  other  fruits,  agrumi  grow  of  various  kinds  and  of  grea.t 
beauty.  I  here  faw  a  fpecies  of  citron  which  is  produced  twice  a 
year  on  the  fame  trees  :  the  firft  time  in  April  and  May,  the  fecond 
in  Auguft  and  September. 

Yefterday,  on  the  9th ,  we  continued  our  road  along  the  fea  coaft^ 

in 
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in  cool  yet  clear  weather  ;  and  heard  the  nightingale,  in  the  groves  of 
a  well-watered  place,  near  Taormina. 

In  the  morning,  we  rode  over  fome  deep  heights.  There  is  a  rock 
that  riles  near  Capo  di  San  Alefio,  which  advances  into  the  fea,  to 
which  it  ftands  almoft  perpendicular,  with  an  ancient  caftle  on  its  fum- 
mit.  On  the  left  we  almoft  continually  faw  either  rocks  or  moun- 
tains which  had  a  charming  efFe6t ;  though  ftill  not  fo  pleafant  as  the 
north  coaft  of  the  Val  Demone^  between  Meffina  and  Cefalu,  the  hills  of 
which  are  clothed  with  woods,  corn  fields,  fruit  trees,  and  vines.  To 
the  ri"-ht,  we  faw  the  lower  part  of  Calabria,  and  tlie  eaftern  coaft  of 
Sicily  ;  from  the  country  of  Meffina  to  Syracufe. 

Between  Taormina  and  Meffina,  not  far  from  the  baths  on  the  fea 

coaft,  which  are  the  refort  of  the  difeafed,  there  are  gold  and  filver 

mines  that  belong  to  the  Principe  di  Cefaro.     Like  the  royal  mines, 

they  are  not  worked  ;  and  there  are  people  who  blame  this  apparent 

negled,  but  in  my  opinion  they  are  wrong.     In  a  country  where  the 

wheat  is  twenty,  thirty,  and  forty,  fold  produdive,  a  country  perhaps 

fuperior  to  all  others  in  the  various  gifts  of  nature,  fome  of  which  it 

fpontaneoufly  prefents  and  the  reft  are  obtained  with  little  trouble,  in 

fuch  a  country,  men  ought  not  to  dig  in  the  bowels  of  mountains  for 

filver  or  for  gold.     They  ought  rather,  by  the  induftry  of  agriculture 

and  the  application  of  commerce,  to  draw  filver  and  gold  from  other 

countries.       Well    tilled,  well   regulated,  well   governed,    Sicily  and 

Naples  would  become  the  heart  of  Europe  ;  through  the  grand  arteries 

and  petty  veins  of  which  the  precious  metals  of  foreign  lands  would 

freely  circulate. 

About  a  Ihort  German  mile  from  Meffina,  a  row  of  houfes  begins, 
and  runs  in  a  right  line ;  interrupted  by  fpacious  and  pleafant  gardens, 
which  appear  like  the  fuburbs  of  Meffina:  in  the  jurifdidion  of  which 
they  are.  This  row,  orftreet,  is  called  IlDromo:  no  doubt  from  the 
Greek  word,  ^Tsootcs :  a  courfe,  or  race  courfe :  and  probably  in  the 
times  of  Greece  there  was  ^Jiadiiim  here,  for  racing. 

We 
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We  arrived  at  Meffina  by  day  light;  and  thus  conduded  our  jour- 
ney   through   Sicily,    made    in    a  feafon  of  the  year    during  which 
our    countrymen    are     inclined   to   believe    this    ifland  is    infupport- 
able.     We  frequently  laugh  at  the  ideas  that  arc  formed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  South  of  the  cold  of  northern  countries;  but  the  ideas  which 
we  Germans  have  of  the  heat  of  thefe  fouthern  regions  is  not  lefs  extra- 
vagant.    I  readily  grant  the  heat  in  the  Two  Sicilies  is  much  greater 
than  it  is  in  Germany  ;  and,  on  certain  days,  wnen  in  Palermo  the  Sd^ 
rocco  blows,  and  the  Poiiente  or  weft  wind  predominates  in  Syracufe  and 
in  Catania,  it  can  fcarcely  be  endured.  An  inflamed  ftate  of  the  air   like 
that  which  prevailed  on  the  26th  of  June  in  Syracufe,  is  dreadful  to 
foreigners  :  but  fuch  occurrences  are  rare.     The  whole  city  fpoke  of 
the  heat  as  fingular.    We  muft  no  more  determine  by  the  thermometer, 
on  the  average  fummer  heat  of  thefe  countries,  than  we  muft  on  the 
average  winter  cold  of  RufTia.     In  the  December  of  1785,   I  walked 
with  great  pleafure  in  the  country  near  Peterlburg,  and  was  not  froft- 
bitten ;  although   Reaumur's  thermometer   flood    at    twenty  de^-rees 
below  the  freezing  point.     I  experienced  the  benefits  of  a  pure  air  a 
clear  fun-lhine,  and  a  profound  calm.     During  the  extraordinary  cold 
winter  of  1788,  when  the  thermometer  funk  as  much  below  the  freez- 
ing point  in    Germany,  ve   all  found  the  cold    to  be    infupportable. 
And  no  lefs  infupportable  is  the  heat  of  Germany,  when  Reaumur's 
thermometer    rifes   from  22    to   28^    above  the  freezing   point:   yet 
Vv^e  rode  VAth  pleafure,   through  Sicily,  when  the  air  was  of  this  tem- 
perature. 

Under  the  pure  atmofphere  of  this  country  no  one  complains  of  that 
fuffocating  ftate  of  the  air,  by  which  Vv^e  are  frequently  vifited  in  fum- 
mer. At  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  the  heat  in  Sicily  has  generally 
attained  its  higheft  degree;  and  c  oling  lea  breezes  then  rife,  which 
freftien  the  air,  while  the  heat  is  qualified  \ij  thefe  and  by  the  moun- 
tain gales,  the  rivers,  and  the  numberlefs  fprings  which  the  country 
affords. 

I  The 
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The  province  of  Fa/  De?nofie,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  an  earthly 
paradife,  is  chiefly  cooled  by  the  woody  mountains,  and  by  ^tna; 
and  its  northern  coaft,  from  Meffina  to  Cefalu,  would  be  ftill  far  more 
beautiful  than  its  eaftern,  from  Meffina  to  Catania,  did  not  the  decifive 
^tna  make  the  balance  preponderate  :  v^tna,  the  furamit  and  the  vol- 
canoes of  which  and  of  its  colleagues  are  armed  in  all  the  terrors  of 
Nature  ;  while  its  lower  regions  are  embellifhed  with  all  her  delights, 
all  her  beauties,  and  all  her  abundance  !  Thefe  regions  enjoy  a  balmy 
atmofphere,  under  the  prolific  beams  of  which  every  fruit  mellows,  and 
no  diminutive  herbage  fprings.  And  how  nutritive  are  the  fruits  of 
JEina. !  How  fanative  is  the  aromatic  odour  of  this  herbage  !  Well 
acquainted  with  the  virtues  of  numerous  herbs  and  roots,  with  which 
thefe  favoured  countries  are  fo  eminently  enriched,  the  healthy  and 
friendly  inhabitants  of  ^tna  have  little  need  of  phyficians. 

But  indeed  how  abundant  are  Italy  and  Sicily,  every  where,  in  their 
manifold  fruits  !  True  it  is  that,  from  ignorance  and  neglect,  the 
cherry,  although  its  tree  in  thefe  countries  is  very  large,  the  plum, 
the  apricot,  and  the  peach,  do  not  here  attain  that  degree  of  perfedion 
which  our  gardeners  have  the  art  to  communicate.  But  is  not  this 
perfe^iion,  accompanied  as  it  is  by  our  fcarcity,  more  than  replaced  by 
the  abundance  which  is  common  to  thefe  countries  ?  Aye,  much 
more :  if  we  have  the  juftice  and  the  benevolence  to  recoiled:  that  the 
gratification  of  the  few  ought  not  to  be  bartered  for,  or  compared 
with,  the  enjoyment  of  the  many. 

Befide,  v^ho  will  dare  to  bring  our  figs  in  competition  with  the 
numerous  kinds  of  this  pulpous  and  fweet  fruit  j  which  here,  and  in 
the  fouth  of  Italy,  twice  a-year  prefent  themfelves  on  the  high-flemmed 
and  wide-fpreading  branches  of  thefe  trees  ? 

Melons  and  water  melons  are  as  plentiful  as  our  cucumbers. 

The  eatable  berries  of  the  Service  tree,  forbus  efculenta^  which  re- 
femble  little  apples,  except  that  they  have  rather  flat  kernels  and  hang 
on  twigs  like  bunches  of  grapes,  grow  on  large  trees ;  and  are  only 

diftin- 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.         4^7 

diftingulfliable  from  our  bird  fervice  tree,  ox  forbiis  aiicnparia^  by  their 
fruit. 

The  line  acid  tafte  of  the  azerole  *,  the  fruit  of  which  is  white  and 
red  and  refembles  tliat  of  the  arbntusy  except  that  it  grows  upon  liigh 
flender  ftems  and  is  pendent  from  a  fmall  ftalk  Uke  a  cherry,  is  as  mucli 
unknown  to  us  as  our  goofeberry,  currant,  and  rafpberry,  are  to  the 
ItaUans  and  Sicilians. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  myrtle  berry  be  common  to  the  woods 
of  thefe  countries.  The  abundance  which  they  have  of  mulberries 
fupplies  the  want  of  any  other  fruit.  If  they  have  not  as  many  apples 
and  pears  as  we  have,  they  may  tell  us  that,  did  not  the  countries  of 
the  South  fend  us  their  lemons  and  fvveet  and  Seville  oranges,  we 
Ihould  be  wholly  without  them.  Gathered  before  they  are  ripe,  nay 
w^hile  they  are  green,  and  packed  up  in  chefts,  they  neither  attain  that 
fize,  juice,  nor  flavour,  which  are  common  to  them  here  ;  where  they 
are  plucked  from  the  tree  in  every  feafon  of  the  year.  And  how  few 
of  the  numerous  tribes  of  thefe  agritmi  Siro,  we  acquainted  with!  The 
art  of  our  gardeners  is  fuccefsful  in  producing  the  pomegranate  flovv'er  : 
but  here  this  beautiful  tree  attains  a  vigorous  growth,  and  its  red  bloom 
fiouriflies  in  fpring  and  fummer,  and  here  and  there  refrefhes  the  eye, 
amid  the  ve]*dant  polifh  of  the  foliage,  while  the  ripening  fiaiit  weighs 
down  the  productive  branch. 

The  grapes  begin  to  ripen  atSyracufe  as  early  as  the  middle  of  July; 
fwelling  with  their  nedareous  juices.  Who  has  not  heard  of  the  Si- 
cilian wines  ;  noble  though  negleded  as  they  are?  Few  are  the  wines 
that  can  be  compared  with  the  glowing  and  high  flavoured  Cajiclvc- 
trano,  with  the  odorous  Amarejiaforte^  or  with  its  neighbours  the  white 
and  red  mufcadel  of  Syracufe.  Both  thefe  kinds  of  mufcadel  are 
known,  not  only  in  Germany  but  in  Calabria  and  Sicily,  by  the  name 
of  Calabrian  wines  j  becaufe,  before  the  time  of  Gelo,  Pollis,  from 

*   Cratnegus  oxyacantha. 

Vol.  II.  3  S  Argos, 
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Argos,  a  ruler  of  Syracufe,  introduced  the  vine  from  Italy  ;  which  had 
more  early  been  brought  from  Thrace*. 

The  vintage  of  the  mufcadel  ufually  begins  as  early  as  the  24th  of 
Auguft  ;  in  a  fortnight  after  which  other  grapes  are  ripe  for  the  prefs, 
and  in  another  fortnight  a  new  fucceffion. 

Landolina  has  likewife  fhewn  me  that  the  treatment  of  the  vintage, 
in  the  countries  near  Syracufe,  is  agreeable  to  the  rules  that  were 
known  as  early  as  Hefiod.     The  poet  fays 

'Ou^avov,  Of«TKf ov  5"'  laiJV]  p'oSbJaxTyXoj  'Hojf, 
n  riEftrn,  TOTE  TTtxvTag  aTTO^^STTB  oixaSs  ^OTfyj. 
Afilat  S"'  weXiiw,  S£«a  t'  yifxara  Hai  3ex«  vvxragf. 
IIevte  Je  avamaaai^  \k  toj  V  lij  dyPi  a<pu(r(rai 
Au§a  Aiuvuaa  xo^uynSeoj. 

Hesigd,  Works  and  Day,  b.  H. 

Orion  and  the  Dog,  each  other  nigh. 
Together  mounted  to  the  midmoft  iky, 

*  The  Cavaliere  Landolina,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  fo  many  interefting  hints, 
pointed  out  the  following  paflnge  in  Athenseus  to  me:  'I^r^jaj  0  'Pnyjvof  tw  Bi>,tov kxXh/jivjtiv 
aiATTzhov  BiteAi:xv  (pr\(n  xcc'Kii^ai  m  ^o^^lv  tov  AfyEJOV,  oj  tQaaiXivat  'ZuoaHUJiccv,  TTf wtov  hi  'Zv^comaai 
xcfMcai  il  lT«XiJf$.  Ei»]  av  h-j  o  Tia^a  'ZiHs^.turag  yXuxvg  xa>iii/x£VOi  IloXXio?,  o  BiCxivoj  Jivof.  "  Hip- 
''  pias  of  Rhegium  fays  that  the  winding  vine,  which  Pollis  of  Argos,  who  governed  Sy- 
*'  racufe,  firft  brought  from  Italy  to  that  city,  was  called  the  Biblmian.  The  fweet  wine 
**  which  the  Sicilians  called  Polian,  was  alfo  Biblinian." 

The  mufcadel  was  what  the  ancients  called  Biblinian,  after  that  part  of  Thrace,  named 
Bil'iia,  which  produced  excellent  wine.  Hefiod  likewife  mentions  this  Biblinian  wine. 
Pollis  mud  have  cbme  from  Argos  before  the  time  of  Gelo  j  for,  had  he  ruled  Syracufe 
in  later  times,  he  could  not  have  been  fo  unknown  to  hiftory. 

-f- 1  do  not  mean  to  juftify  the  negligence  of  the  exprefiion  of  Hefiodj  but  when  he  fays 
the  grapes  are  to  be  expofed  to  the  fun  %  ten  days  and  ten  nights,  he  evidently  means  that 
they  are  to  be  fo  long  expofed  to  the  open  air. 

+  Cooke's  tranflation  is  not  fufficiently  literal  for  the  remarks  of  the  Count.     Hefiod  fays  "  Then  gather 
♦'  thy  grapes,  oh  Perfes,  and  bring  them  home  and  expofc  them  ten  days  and  ten  nights  to  the  fun,"     T. 

When 
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When  in  the  rofy  morn  Arflurus  fliines, 
Then  pluck  the  clufters  from  the  parent  vhies. 
Forget  not  next  the  ripen'd  grapes  to  lav 
Ten  nights  in  air  ;  nor  take  them  in  by  day. 
Five  more  remember,  ere  the  wine  is  made, 
To  let  them  lie  to  mellow  in  the  (hade: 
And,  on  the  fixth,  briflcly  yourfelf  employ 
To  calk  the  gift  of  Bacchus,  fire  of  joy. 

CooKE,  1.  302. 

The  commentators  have  not  underftood  Hefiod.  Some  have  con- 
jediured  that  Perfes  mufl  have  poflefled  a  little  vineyard  ;  becaufe  he 
was  to  bring  all  the  grapes  home,  and  expofe  them  firft  to  the  fun  and 
then  lay  them  in  the  fhade  :  but  this  was  not  the  poet's  meaning,  which 
is  explained  by  the  prefent  manner  of  the  vintage  in  Syracufe. 

The  grapes  are  there  plucked  when  they  are  ripe  :  but  the  ripe  grapes 
are  infufficient  for  the  wine  prefs,  if  the  intention  be  to  make  mufcadel ; 
for,  in  this  cafe, the  maker  expofes  the  grapes  to  the  open  air  without  ob- 
ferving  any  determinate  number  of  days,  but  is  regulated  by  the  wea- 
ther ;  by  which  means  the  fun  extrads  the  remaining  watery  parts. 
He  then  lays  them  in  the  wine  prefs ;  where  they  remain  without 
being  crullied,  for  fome  days,  becaufe  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  too  dry 
to  produce  wine,  after  lying  in  the  fun,  unlefs  they  are  previoufly  put 
into  a  ftate  of  fermentation.  This  is  what  the  poet  calls  lying  to 
mellow  in  the  fhade. 

'£i?  dyye  d(pvaaai :  to  flied  in  the  vat  :  means  fimply  only  what  it 
can  mean,  the  preffing  of  the  muft,  and  letting  it  ran  into  the  receiving 
velfel.  Why  Ihould  the  poet  detail  a  circumftance  fo  generally  known? 
He  does  not  treat  the  fubject  in  a  didad:ic  manner :  he  only  means  to 
teach  Perfes  a  particular  method  of  making  a  kind  of  generous  wine. 
It  is  a  fmgular  mifconception,  of  thofe  who  wiili  to  find  the  cruihino- 
of  the  grape  defcribed  in  thefe  verfes,  v\^hen  they  underhand  the  word 
dyfecc  to  fignlfy  the  wlne-prefs.  The  word  ccyf^s  generally  denotes 
a  velfel  capable  of  containing  fluids,  and   not  a  prefs;  and  the  word 

3  S  2  ciizvfja-eiVf 
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u(pvarjtii',  to  pom,  to  Hied,  cannot  be  underftood  of  the  grape,  but  of 
the  wine.  The  Italians  and  Sicilians  call  the  adion  of  letting  the  muft 
run  from  the  prels  into  the  receiver/u/Wr^  *. 

In  Germany,  we  call  our  vineyards  vine  hills.  The  Sicilian  huf- 
bandman  likewife  plants  on  the  hill,  but  he  prefers  the  plain.  The 
German  feeks  funny  heights  ;  the  Sicilian  plants  the  fhady  mulberry 
and  fig  tree,  to  guard  the  vine  :  but  neither  he  nor  the  Calabrian  props 
the  plants ;  neither  do  the  people  of  Puglia :  in  which  country,  as  I 
have  already  remarked,  the  vine  is  frequently  not  taller  than  the  potatoe 
flalk,  or  than  flax  grows,  with  us.  In  Sicily  and  Calabria,  the  vine 
fcarcely  attains  the  height  of  man.  This  plant  is  no  where  fo  flatter- 
ing to  the  eye  as  on  the  fhores  of  the  bay  of  Naples  ;  where  it  throws 
its  tall  arms  around,  and  fpreads  from  tree  to  tree. 

Wheat  excepted,  wine  conflitutes  the  principal  branch  of  the  trade 

of  Sicily. 

Landolina  has  remarked  that,  at  the  end  of  November,  about  eight 
days  after  the  fall  of  the  vine  leaf,  the  fap  again  begins  to  rife  in  the 
plant.  He  is  therefore  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  to  trim  the 
vine  plants  at  that  time  than,  as  is  ufual,  in  January  :  becaufe,  by  the 
latter  manner,  much  of  the  fap  is  expended,  which  would  remain  in 
the  vine  as  it  rifes,  and  feed  it,  were  it  trimmed  more  early.  He  has 
not  however  been  able   to  find  any  labourer  who   would   introduce  a 

*  The  produce  of  the  fields  and  vineyards  of  Sicily  is  eftimated  by  falnie.  A  falma 
of  feed  wheat  in  fowing  will  cover  a  fpace  of  6666  fquare  cannc.  One  caniia  contains 
8  palms  j  and  one  palm  a  fpan.  A  thoufand  vine  plants,  near  Syracufe,  yield  from  4  to 
7  falme.  The  falma  contains  80  flafks.  The  price  of  the  v/hite  mufcadel  of  Syracufe  is 
from  4  to  5  aide  the  falma ;  and  the  oficia  is  worth  three  rix  dollars  and  nine  good 
li^rofhen  :  reckoning  five  rix  dollars  to  an  ancient  Louis  d'Or^  or  a  Fitderic  d'Or.  Ihe 
Ted  mufcadel  of  Syracufe  fells  for  from  five  to  feven  onclc  the  falma.  In  the  country 
between  Terranovo  and  Lentini,  the  famous  Carnpl  Geloi,  a  thoufand  vine  plants  yield 
from  60  to  100  falme  ■\. 

-}-  The  difproportion  between  this  produce  and  that  juft  mentioned  of  Syracufe  is  fo  great  ns  evidently  to 
{liew  there  is  feme  miftake.  I  imagine  that,  after  Campi  Gdoi,  we  fhould  read  tin  thoufand.  The  Frcdciic 
fi'Or  is  a  Truffian  coin.   T. 

cuftom, 
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cuflom,  which  appears  to  the  peailmts  to  be  fo  abfurd.  That  he  mlivht  huii- 
felf  afford  an  example,  he  ordered  his  gardener  to  make  the  exnerhnent 
en  a  fmall  vineyard  of  his  own,  A  few  days  afterward,  he  went  to 
examine  the  ftate  of  his  vines  ;  and  found  that  not  many  of  them  had 
been  trimmed.  The  excufe  of  the  gardener  was  that  the  neighbours 
had  ridiculed  him  fo  much  that  he  could  not  endure  to  continue  at 
his  work. 

The  people  near  Syracufe  have  an  inconceivably  abfurd  cuftom  : 
from  which  they  can  neither  be  weaned  by  its  felf-evident  folly,  nor 
by  the  better  example  of  the  other  provinces  of  Sicily. 

They  beat  the  olives,  before  they  are  perfectly  ripe,  with  twigs  from 
the  trees.  The  branches  are  wounded  ;  and  the  oil  is  prefTed,  while 
young  and  acid,  from  the  immature  berry.  This  oil  is  excellent  for 
the  lamp  :  but  it  is  wretched  economy  to  make  that  into  lamp  oil  which 
would  be  equally  good  for  the  table.  The  oil  of  the  country  of  Gir- 
genti,  which  was  chiefly  exported  to  Carthage,  ftill  maintains  its  ancient 
renown.     Sicily  gains  much  by  the  culture  of  oil. 

The  chief  branch  of  commerce  of  this  diftinguiihed  ifland  is  wheat. 
I  am  unable  to  fpecify  all  the  kinds,  but  the  following  are  among  the 
principal. 

The  cicirello  would  be  preferred  before  every  other  fpecles,  becaufe 
of  its  frudiferous  nature,  had  not  its  corn,  and  even  the  meal  after  it  is 
ground,  the  defed  of  foon  fpoiling.    Its  produce  is  frequently  fixty  fold. 

Ventina  and  trenthia  are  fpecies  that  have  thefe  names,  becaufe  the 
produce  of  the  firft  is  twenty  fold,  and  of  the  fecond  thirty. 

T?'i7nima  is  lo  called  from  a  Greek  word,  rpiyjvHGi :  or  three- 
monthly  :  becaufe  this  wheat  is  fown  at  the  end  of  April  and  frequently 
in  three  months,  or  as  1  have  been  told  in  forty  days  after  feed  time, 
is  reaped.  It  is  an  excellent  kind  of  wheat.  Triminia  is  reared  in 
fields  from  which  barley,  being  fown  in  November,  is  cut  while  green 
for  fodder  in  February  *. 

There 
*  Triminia,  from  roiixwioi.     The  Sicilians  were  not  acknowledged  even  in  ancient 

times 
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There  is  likewife  a  kind  of  wheat,  that  is  highly  eileemed,  which, 
from  its  black  bearded  ears,  has  acquired  the  name  of  Barba  nera. 

Our  fmooth  kind  of  winter  wheat  is  called  Majorca  ;  and  was  pro- 
bably brought  here  from  the  Spanifh  ifland  of  that  name. 

Turkey  corn^  which  in  Germany  is  likewife  called  Turkey  wheat,  or 
maize,  is  cultivated  in  many  places.  In  Sicily  and  Italy,  this  kind  of 
corn  is  called  Grano  d^ India:  or  Indian  corn:  and  Granone :  or  great  corn. 

Rye  is  feldom  feen  here.  In  Sicily,  as  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  it 
is  called  Grano  Germano :  or  German  corn. 

Few  oats  are  grown  in  Sicily.  After  the  cuftom  of  the  ancients, 
the  horfes  of  both  kingdoms  are  chiefly  foddered  with  barley. 

Diodorus  tells  us,  on  the  authority  of  other  authors,  that  Sicily  was 
the  lirft  country  that  produced  corn  f.  The  lands  round  Leontium,  and 
in  many  other  parts,  bore  wild  v/heat. 

Homer  exprefsly  fays  of  Sicily  ; 

A^Xa  ray'  acTra^ra  hm  avv^oTa  Travra  ^vovrau 

'Oivov  s^i'ra<puhovj  hui  crtpiv  Aiof  o/x^^oi  a.E^£i. 

Od.  xi.  109. 

Untaught  to  plant,  to  turn  the  glebe  and  fow. 
They  all  their  produdls  to  free  nature  owe. 
The  foil  untill'd  the  ready  harveft  yields  : 
With  wheat  and  barley  wave  the  golden  fields. 
Spontaneous  wines  from  weighty  clufters  pour  j 
And  Jove  defcends  in  each  prolific  fliow'r. 

Pope, 121. 

A  plant  which  grows  wild,  and  fo  plentifully,  in  Sicily  might  well 

times  to  poflefs  purity  of  language:  fome  few  great  writers  excepted.  This  example 
therefore  is  no  better  a  proof  than  the  modern  Greek  that  tlie  Greek  letter  n  fliould  be 
pronounced  as  an  i :  for  otherwife  the  Sicilians  and  Neapohtans  would  prove  that  the 
Italian  e  fliould  be  pronounced  like  i  *. 

f  Died.  vol.  i.  lib.  v.  p.  331. 

*  The  /  has  various  founds  in  the  German  language  :  but  the  moft  common  is  that  of  the  fame  letter,  as 
pionounccd  by  the  Englifli,  in  the  words  limb,  lick,  iicc.     T. 

have 
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have  given  rife  to  this  traditicii.  The  plant  I  mean  bears  a  khid  of 
ear,  but  is  lovv*  of  growth,  and  is  a  fpecies  of  grafs.  Among  botanifls, 
it  is  called  the  agilops  ovata, 

I  remember  to  have  read,  in  Buff  on  s  HiJIoire  Naturdle^  that  this 
writer  was  of  opinion  that  every  kind  of  corn  was  originally  fome  fpe- 
cies of  grafs  ;  which  had  been  improved  by  the  induftry  of  man.  Were 
that  the  cafe,  thefe  plants,  like  the  flowers  that  are  improved  by  culti- 
vation, would  bear  either  no  feed  or  very  little  :  or,  fuppofmg  them  to 
continue  fruitful,  if  they  were  once  negledted  by  man,  they  would 
foon  degenerate  to  their  wild  ftate.  Neither  could  their  improvement 
by  cultivation  be  effected,  except  in  a  favoured  climate. 

Of  this  we  every  where  difcover  the  reverfe.  The  feeds  that  fall  on 
tlie  following  year  produce  a  fev^  ears ;  and  thefe  fo  feldem  come  to 
perfedion  that  1  do  not  ever  remember  to  have  feen,  a  fecond  year  after 
the  harveft,  ears  fprout  fpontaneoufly.  They  are  not  degenerated  ; 
they  are  extind  :  although  many  tender  plants,  which  demand  the  art 
of  the  gardener  to  prevent  them  from  degenerating,  will  continue  to 
blow  many  years,  while  they  gradually  decline. 

The  prefervation  of  the  human  race  is  intimately  conne<5led  with 
the  prefervation  of  the  wheat  plant  ;  infomuch  that  man  is  more  indif- 
penfable  to  wheat  than  wheat  is  to  man,  without  whofe  care  and  culture 
it  could  not  exift.  Without  wheat,  our  exiftence  would  be  hazardous, 
but  not  impoflible,  though  it  greatly  promotes  our  improvement.  We 
may  thank  agriculture  for  our  property,  our  municipal  rights,  the 
mildnefe  of  our  manners,  our  fciences,  and  our  arts. 

lean  only  confider  wheat  as  the  immediate  gift  of  God.  Tra- 
ditionary relations  of  this  donation,  may  probably  have  given  rife  to 
the  Greek  fable,  that  Ceres  herfelf  taught  agriculture  to  men.  The 
Holy  Scriptures  tell  us  that  the  firft-born  fon  of  our  common  mother 
tilled  the  earth.  Much  was  left  for  the  powers  of  man  to  develop  : 
but  the  divine  endowment  of  fpeech,  with  the  lefs  dignified  but  necef- 

fary 
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faiy  gift  of  corn^  was  an  immediate  provifion  made  by  the  Creator  and 
Preferver  to  the  riling  race  of  man.  Without  the  former,  the  concealed 
capabiUties  of  man  would  have  left  him,  in  this  life,  no  better  than  the 
beafts  of  the  field  :  and,  without  the  latter,  he  would  have  remained  a 
favage;  a  real  and  not  a  fabulous  Cyclops.  When  the  firft  man  was 
fentenced  to  eat  his  bread  with  the  fweat  of  his  brov/,  the  paternal 
Judge,  who  had  fo  lately  taught  him  to  cover  his  nakednefs,  might 
probably  give  him  corn  before  his  flight  from  Eden.  A  plant  of  para- 
dife,  taken  to  a  ruder  foil,  could  not  be  fupported  without  the  aid  of 
the  men  whom  it  was  intended  to  fupport. 

The  cattle  pafture  the  whole  year  :  among  the  mountains  in  fummcr, 
and  on  the  plains  in  winter.  They  are  all  red,  in  Sicily,  without  ex- 
ception. The  oxen,  like  thofe  of  Puglia  and  the  oxen  near  Rome, 
which  are  originally  of  the  fame  breed,  have  large  horns.  TLis  breed 
is  excellent,  not  fo  high  boned  nor  fo  very  large  as  the  cattle  of  the 
^er7'a  di  Lavoro,  but  of  a  noble  kind,  ftrong,  and  compad.  Virgil 
would  have  been  highly  pleafed  with  them,  for  they  anfwer  to  his 
defcription  of  excellent  cattle. 

The  horfes  of  Sicily  have  at  all  times  been  famous.  Sophocles  fome- 
where  fpeaks  of  the  horfe  of^-^tna.  Pindar  more  than  once  praifes  the 
Sicilian  horfe,  and  Virgil  the  horfe  of  Agrigentum.  In  the  towns,  I 
met  with  handfome  and  animated  horfes:  in  the  country,  they  are 
fcarce  ;  becaufe  mules  are  preferable  to  ride  among  the  mountains. 

The  mules  of  Sicily  are  ftrong,  and  appear  to  me  to  be  preferable  to 
thofe  of  Calabria  :  but  the  Calabrian  horfe  I  confider  as  fuperior  to 
the  Sicilian.  However,  there  are  good  breeds,  in  the  inland  parts  of 
the  iiland.  Coaches  are  met  with  in  the  towns  ;  but  I  remember  to 
have  feen  only  a  few  carts,  and  thofe  on  the  north  fhore  of  the  ftraits 
of  Faro.     They  have  two  wheels,  and  are  drawn  by  oxen. 

The  fheep  and  goats  are  of  a  good  kind  :  though  I  have  feen  finer 
in  different  parts  of  Italy. 

The 
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The  Hogs,  In  Sicily,  are  black ;  as  in  Italy. 

I  know  not  v/hether  the  ftag,  the  deer,  and  the  roebuck,  are  to  be 
found  in  this  illand.  The  chamois  inhabits  ^tna  :  though  I  met 
with  none. 

In  addition  to  the  fingular  ideas,  which  the  people  of  the  North  en- 
tertain of  thefe  countries,  they  likewife  add  the  fuppofition  of  venom- 
ous and  flinging  reptiles.  There  are  indeed  fnakes,  of  a  prodigious 
fize,  occafionally  to  be  met  with  in  the  foreils  :  but  I  believe  they  are 
not  poifonous.  The  common  kind  arc  here  as  little  poifonous  as  they 
are  in  Germany. 

There  is  another  fpecies  however  that  is  dangerous  :  which  is  the 
afpick,  the  bite  of  which  is  alfo  dangerous  with  us,  and  its  poifon  is 
here  more  adive.  In  the  country  round  Syracufe,  the  fling  of  the 
fcorpion  is  fometimes  fatal ;  if  antidotes  be  negleded,  or  too  long  de- 
ferred. Hitherto  I  have  feen  no  fcorpion,  except  the  fcorpion  of  the 
firmament,  which  in  our  horizon  is  only  vifible  in  part  * . 

I  did  not  meet  with  more  wafps,  or  ox-flies,  than  are  met  with  in 
Germany  :  but  I  found  fome  of  an  unknown  fpecies.  The  fling  of 
the  gnat  is  much  more  venomous  than  with  us. 

The  harmlefs  lizard  is  very  beautiful,  in  Italy ;  and  flill  more  beau- 
tiful, and  animated,  in  Sicily.  It  is  larger  than  in  Germany,  is  of  si 
polifhed  green  colour,  and  fome  have  blue  heads.  In  the  two  king- 
doms, they  run  up  the  trees  to  the  topmofl  branches  ;  and  remind  me 
of  a  beautiful  paffage  in  Horace,  where  a  coy  maiden  is  compared  to  a 
young  fawn,  which,  palpitating,  feeks  its  dam,  and  trembles  through  all 
its  limbs,  if  the  green  lizard  glides  up  the  wild  mulberry  tree. 

*  Some  months  afterward,  I  found  a  fcorpion  in  my  chamber  In  the  Piano  di  Sarento. 
Since  that,  I  met  with  a  very  little  fpecies,  of  the  fize  of  a  fpider,  in  Ifchia.  This  fmall 
kind  is  grey,  and  not  poifonous.  It  has  much  the  fame  afRnity  to  the  true  fcorpion, 
which  is  black,  as  the  fmall  fea-crab  has  to  the  lobfter.  Thofe  which  are  found  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Wefer,  and  called  ^rjw^rt",  are  muchlefs  than  the  lobfter,  and  grey;  neither 
have  they  any  claws  f . 

t  The  latter  part  of  this  note  is  obfcure  :  I  have  only  beea  able  to  tranflate  the  words  j  perhaps  they  will 
be  intelligible  to  the  naturahft.     T. 

Vol.  IV.  3T  Vitas 
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Vitos  h'umnleo  mefitnUis,  Chide., 
^icerenti pav'idam  mcntihus av'us 
?vlatrcm^  tionjiite  vnno 

Any  arum  et  Jylvtt:  metu  : 
Namyfeu  mobi'ibus  viiis  inhorruit 
Ad  veniinn  foliisffeu  viriJcs  riihiim 
Dimovere  lacerta^ 

Et  corde  et  goiibiis  tremit. 

HoR.  lib.  i.  od.  23. 

Chloe  flies  me  like  a  fawn, 

Which  through  fome  fequefler'd  lawn 

Panting  fceks  the  mother-deer, 

Not  without  a  panic  fear 

Of  the  gently-breathing  breeze 

And  the  motion  of  the  trees. 

If  the  curling  leaves  but  fliake. 

If  a  lizard  ftir  the  brake, 

Frighted  it  begins  to  freeze, 

Trembling  both  at  heart  and  knees. 

Francis. 

The  birds,  that  enliven  our  woods  in  fuch  numbers,  are  but  feldom 
feen  in  Sicily,  and  Italy  ;  for  every  peafant  has  his  gun,  which  fre- 
quently (lands  not  far  from  him  while  he  is  ploughing  his  field, 

Moft  of  the  farmers  are  tenants  to  the  noblemen  ;  w^ho,  according 
to  an  ancient  cuftom,  furnifh  the  tenants,  when  they  enter  the  pre- 
mifes,  with  feed-corn,  labouring-oxen,  implements  of  hufbandry,  and 
other  articles.  At  the  conclufion  of  the  agreement,  the  farmer  returns 
them  all.  Thefe  neceflaries  of  the  farm  are  called  la  colonna.  The 
hufbandman,  for  one  falma  of  feed-corn,  is  obliged  to  pay  five  in  re- 
turn. A  falma  contains  fixteen  tumidly  the  tumulo  from  twenty  to 
twenty-two  rotoliy  and  the  rotolo  two  pounds  and  a  half  Eight  Jaime 
and  four- fifths  are  equal  to  a  lafi  of  Amfterdam  ;  and  the  lajl  of  Am- 
flerdam  is  about  a  thirteenth  larger  than  the  lajl  of  Hamburg. 

The  value  of  z.  falma  of  wheat  is  from  three  to  five  o?2cie.  Carac- 
cuoU^  the  late  viceroy  of  Sicily,  deprived  the  landlords  of  the  right  of 

im* 
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imprlfonlng  the  hufbandman,  if  he  did  not  return  the  ftipulated  falme 
of  corn,  or  the  colonna  ;  and  it  is  now  afierted  that  the  proprietors,  hav- 
ing no  fecurity  for  the  produce  of  their  lands,  frequently  rather  fuffer 
them  to  lie  uncultivated  than  to  let  them,  in  the  uncertain  expedla- 
tion  of  neither  receiving  their  rent  nor  their  property.  But  how  ealily 
would  this  evil  be  removed  !  How  can  the  nobleman  be  infecure,  if 
the  farmer  have  gathered  in  his  harveft  ?  The  imprifonment  of  the 
debtor,  who  is  obliged  to  maintain  himfelf  and  his  family  by  labour,  is 
a  barbarous  and  abominable  cuftom.  The  farmers  pay  a  ground  rent 
for  their  houfes  ;  which  defcend  from  father  to  fon,  and  are  held  on 
condition  of  tilling  the  land  :  and,  were  they  to  hold  the  land  that  be- 
longs to  the  houfe  on  the  fame  conditions,  the  tenant,  the  landlord,  and 
the  whole  ifland,  would  be  infinite  gainers:  except  that  the  rent  to  be 
paid,  whether  in  money  or  in  kind,  ought  at  certain  periods,  if  not 
every  year,  to  be  regulated  according  to  the  price  of  wheat. 

Commerce  here  is  very  much  fhackled.  In  England,  a  premium  is 
given  for  exportation.  In  Sicily,  exported  articles  are  heavily  taxed. 
Not  that  I  confider  this  as  the  principal  evil  :  for  this  regulation  has,  in 
fome  fenfe,  its  advantages.  The  people  do  not  fuppole  themfelves  fo 
much  oppreffed,  v/hile  they  imagine  that  foreigners  alone  pay  the  tax; 
and  the  farmer  docs  not  recoiled;  that,  if  fuch  taxes  did  not  exift,  his 
corn  would  fetch  a  better  price.  It  is  neceflary  not  only  to  avoid  real 
oppreffion  but  the  very  feeling  of  the  fuppofition  of  oppreiTion.  Man 
lives  not  on  bread  alone  :  nor  is  the  weight  of  the  burthen  fo  eifeclu- 
ally  oppreffive,  as  the  temper  if  embittered  in  which  it  is  borne.  I 
grant  that  this  tax  properly  falls  on  the  inland  vender  :  but  it  falls  on 
him  ^t  that  favourable  moment  when  he  is  in  the  receipt  of  money  for 
his  corn. 

The  real  evil  appears  to  me  to  be  this  :  tlie  farmer  is  not  allowed  to 
fell  his  corn  to  the  foreign  merchant  ;  the  nobleman  only  poiTeiles  this 
right.     Nor  is  the  merchant  certain  that  even  the  nobleman  himlelf 
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can  exercife  the  right:  becaufe  the  exportation  of  corn  is  often  fiid- 
denly  prohibited.  It  is  faid  that  the  underUngs  in  office,  by  falfe  pre- 
tences, have  the  art  to  open  or  Ihut  the  ports,  for  or  againfl;  exportation, 
to  the  advantage  of  a  fev^ ;  who  fhare  the  fhameful  gain,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  land-owner  and  the  farmer. 

The  law  pronounces  the  hufbandman  free  from  all  vaffalage  :  but 
the  ftewards,  who  likewife  generally  farm  lands,  fometimes  require  the 
hufbandman  to  help  them  in  their  labour  ;  and  the  hufbandman  of 
thefe  countries  is  very  loth  to  refufe  the  requeft  of  a  fteward.  The 
nobleman  has  no  power  over  the  perfon  of  the  hufbandman,  either  to 
imprifon  him  or  to  beflow  bodily  chaftifement :  yet  he  is  fo  far  a  ferf 
that  he  cannot  quit  the  farm,  at  his  pleafure. 

The  glafs-wort  is  reared  in  fuch  quantities  that  this  country  annu- 
ally exports  two  hundred  thoufand  cantari  of  pot-afh.  A  cantaro  con- 
tains a  hundred  rotoli :  or  a  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  weight  of  Am- 

fterdam. 

A  refpedlable  merchant  of  Meiiina,  who  is  a  foreigner,  told  me  that 
the  export  trade  of  this  country  confided  of  eighty-one  principal  ar- 
ticles :  among  which,  and  next  in  rank  to  thofe  that  I  have  named, 
are  raw  and  wrought  filks,  oranges,  and  lemons,  manna,  and  faffron. 

Trade  is  not  only  fhackled  by  the  limitations  of  the  laws  but  by  the 
fear  of  corfairs  ;  to  free  the  fea  of  which  the  Government  levies  large 
fums.     This  end  would  be  better  attained  if  thefe  governors  would 
abandon  the  pradice  of  building  fhips  of  the  line,  and  content  them- 
felves  with  frigates,  xebecks,  brigantines,  and  galleys,  to  proted  their 
trade  againft  the  African  corfairs.     Commerce  ought  to  flourifh,  and 
feamenby  that  means  be  formed,  before  any  Government  fhould  think 
of  ereding  itfelf  into  a  maritime  power.     When  I  was  firft  at  Meffina, 
I  was  informed  that  a  corfair,  from  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  failed  through 
the  flraits  of  Faro,  in  defiance  of  a  royal  galley  that  was  lying  at  Reg- 
gio.     The  pirates  were  daring  enough  to  capture  two  feluccas,  between 
Palermo  and  Naples  ;  and  other  of  the  Africans  even  followed  a  fliip 
5  W 
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to  the  very  haven  of  TrapanI,  and  took  a  velTel,  loaded  with  wme,  be- 
tween Girgenti  and  Marfalla. 

As  the  fhlps  that  take  an  African  corfair  are  fubje£ted  to  a  rigorous 
quarantine,  many  of  the  captains  fufFer  the  corfairs  to  efcape  j  and,  to 
remedy  this  evil,  the  Government  has  given  it  in  command,  to  all  cap- 
tains of  the  royal  navy,  to  fmk  every  corfair  ;  even  though  the  pirates 
fhould  flrike  their  colours — A  rule  which  rifes  in  dreadful  contra- 
diction to  the  very  effence  of  the  laws  which  are  common  and  natural 
to  all  nations. 

The  Venetians  have  lately  waged  a  feven  years'  war,  againft  the 
pirates  of  Tunis;  of  whom  they  cleared  the  feas :  yet  fcarcely  had 
they,  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year,  concluded  a  peace,  before 
two-and-forty  corfairs  failed  from  the  port  of.  Tunis.  Ships  it  is  true 
were  fent  againft  them  from  Naples  :  but  they  were  neither  fuflicient 
in  number  nor  did  they  fail  at  a  proper  feafon. 

The  conduct  of  the  Portugueze  Government  has  been  very  different; 
to  which,  for  fome  years,  the  Atlantic  has  been  indebted  for  its  fecurity. 
A  fquadron,  confifting  of  fliips  of  the  line  and  frigates,  has  cruized  at 
the  mouth  of  the  ftraits  of  Gibraltar  ;  and  thus  has  made  the  pillai^s 
of  Hercules  the  boundary  of  the  pirates  of  Africa. 

One  great  caufe  of  the  palfied  ftate  of  the  country  is,  that  people  of 
the  third  clafs  have  fo  few  rights  and  fo  little  juftice  done  them.  Re^ 
prefentatives,  it  is  true,  are  fent  to  the  Parliaments  by  the  royal  towns: 
but  the  rights  of  this  clafs  do  not  obtain  fuflicient  attention,  becaufe 
moft  of  thefe  reprefentatives  are  chofen  from  the  lower  order  of  nobles. 
In  many  towns  however  the  lower  nobility  concern  themfelves  in 
trade ;  and,  having  a  common  intereft  with  the  commercial  citizens, 
defend  their  rights  :  by  which  this  defedt  of  the  Conftitution  is  a  little 
counteraded. 

When  the  nobles  take  any  part  in  trade,  the  wall  of  feparation  be- 
tween them  and  the  third  clafs  is  not  fo  viiible  as  it  is  in  Germany ; 
where  the  gentlemen,  to  their  own  honor  in  my  opinion,  and  to  the 

benefit 
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benefit  of  their  country,  leave  every  kind  of  commerce  to  the  lovv'Cr 

ranks. 

The  nobility  of  Sicily  confifts  of  four  orders  ;  the  firft  of  which  are 
the  Baroni^  Vvho  originally  were  much  the  fame  as  tlie  Peers  of  Great 
Britain  are  at  prefent,  or  as  the  Peers  of  France  were  in  the  middle 
ages.  Thefe  Baroni  have  equal  rights,  but  unequal  ranks  ;  ps  their 
titles  are  Princes,  Dukes,  Margraves  ^\  Counts,  Vifcounts,  and  Barons. 
Their  feat  in  Parliament  is  hereditary  :  like  as  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
in  England. 

Knighthood  conllitutes  the  fecond  order  ;  and  the  Knights  in  part 
confift  of  very  ancient  nobility.  Among  thefe  mud  be  included  the 
perfons  on  whom  the  King  can  confer  the  hereditary  title  even  of 
Prince,  or  Duke  :  but  not  hereditary  rights.  Thefe  are  the  noblejfe 
tltrk'^  as  they  would  be  called,  by  the  French  ;  a  rank  which  in  Ger- 
many does  not  properly  conftitute  any  part  of  the  high  nobility,  which 
confifts  only  of  the  principal  families  of  the  States  of  the  Empire. 

A  third  order  arifes  out  of  thofe  families  which,  according  to  an  an- 
cient right,  allume  to  themfelves  the  rank  of  Knight  j  in  continuation 
of  fuch  houfes  as  become  extind. 

The  fourth  order  was  in  danger  of  nearly  overrunning  thecountry  with 
a  new  race  of  Nobles.  The  holding  of  certain  offices  gives  the  rank  of 
Noble  to  the  fucceffors  of  the  holder :  the  confequence  of  this  privilege 
became  vifible,  and  the  offices  are  generally  bellowed  on  the  nobility. 

The  ancient  and  formerly  democratic  Syracufe  is  the  only  place  in 
which  two  of  the  citizens  fit  as  members,  in  the  Council. 

The  chief  vaffals  of  the  high  nobility,  to  whom  whole  towns  belong, 
feel  their  dependance,  and  often  complain  :  they  cannot  hovv^ever  difa- 
vow  that  the  baronial  towns  are  in  a  better  condition  than  the  roval. 
Any  complaints  againft  the  powerful  Baroni,  who  are  regarded  by 
Government  with  a  jealous  eye,  gain  a  much  more  ready  attention 
than  if  preferred  againll  a  royal  Governaton, 

''■■  Murkirrafeti  :  Marchffty  OX  Marquiies,  I  fuppofe  are  meant.     T. 
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The  Parliament  Is  affembled  bv  the  Viceroy,  at  no  appointed  time, 
in  any  one  of  the  royal  towns.  The  laft  was  held  in  Cefalu.  It  con- 
fifted  of  the  fpiritual  arm  :  II  braccio  ecclefiajlico  :  Archbilhops,  BIfhops, 
Abbots,  and  Priors.  The  military  arm  :  //  braccio  militare  :  the  Baro- 
ni  of  the  kingdom  :  and  laflly  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Towns  :  U brac- 
cio demaiiiale. 

The  rights  of  the  Parliament  are  great  :  although  through  abufe 
they  are  feldom  exercifed,  becaufe  the  moH:  powerful  members  in  a 
variety  of  ways  are  made  dependant  on  the  Court.  No  extraordinary 
tax  can  be  impofed,  without  the  confent  of  Parliament. 

The  fpiritual  benefices  are  fome  of  them  very  rich.  Sicily  has  onlv 
two  Archbilhops,  and  feven  BIfhops  :  whereas,  in  tlie  kingdom  of 
Naples,  there  are  one-and-twenty  Archbifhops,  and  a  hundred  and  tea 
BIfhops. 

The  Canonlci  have  confiderable  revenues  ;  and  fome  of  them  afford 
excellent  examples  to  their  countrymen,  by  rationally  employ  in?- 
themfelves  in  Agriculture.  Others  of  them  dedicate  themfelves  to  the 
fciences ;  and  they  are  all  generally  fpeaking  very  hofpitable.  The 
virtue  of  hofpitality  is  likewife  exercifed  by  the  fpiritual  orders  of  moll 
of  the  monafleries. 

The  travellers  who  maintain  that  the  chief  dcflination  of  men  ought 
to  be  the  circulation  of  money,  by  adive  commerce,  Ihould  at  leaft.  In 
return  for  the  friendly  manner  with  which  they  have  been  received  by 
the  monks,  do  them  the  jufllce  to  acknowledge  that  many  laymen  are 
maintained  by  the  monafteries. 

To  be  equitable  toward  monks,  we  ought  to  judge  them  according 
to  the  principles  of  their  church.  Do  that  and,  fay  what  we  will,  we 
fhall  find  that  the  life  of  any  fpiritual  order  is  a  fevere  life.  He  who- 
ennobles  himfelf  by  abftinence,  and  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
who,  that  he  mayfecure  an  invifible  good,  renounces  the  fweeteft  joys  of 
life,  who  humbles  himfelf  before  God  by  the  obfervation  of  rigorous 
rules  and  penances,  and  who  yet  preferves  his  amenity  to  mankind, 

deferves 
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deferves  by  them  to  be  refpeded  and  honored.  Such  a  man  Is  fupe- 
rior  to  the  mockery  of  the  vain  ;  as  he  is  to  the  difcourtefy  of  thofe 
travellers  who,  having  been  hofpitably,  kindly,  and  without  diftindion 
of  fed,  entertained  in  his  cloifter,  return  home  and,  at  the  diftance  of 
fome  hundreds  of  miles,  divert  themfelves  and  their  unfeeling  farcaftic 
readers  at  the  expence  of  their  hod  ;  on  whom  they  blufh  not  to  be- 
llow the  contemptuous  name  of  Prieft  ;  while  they  will  probably  fpeak 
with  literary  veneration  of  the  mutilated  priefts  of  Cybele,  or  of  other 
Pagan  deities  of  the  ancients,  and  honour  the  word/W^  while  they 
pronounce  it. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  deny  that  many  monks  and  ecclefiaftics  de- 
ferve  the  contempt  w^hich  is  fometimes  annexed  to  the  word  priejl. 
Every  unv/orthy  clergyman,  be  he  Catholic  or  Proteftant,  v/ho  feeds 
upon  the  church,  yet  lives  and  fpeaks  in  contradidion  to  her  precepts, 
is  a  pried  in  the  word  fenfe.  But  every  ecclefiadic,  who  conforms  to 
the  faith  of  his  church  and  lives  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  is  a  man 
whom  we  mud  honour  ;  and  our  refped  will  be  increafed  if,  in  obe- 
dience to  God,  he  live  in  the  exercife  of  true  felf-denial^  and  pafs  here 
a  life  of  pain  in  hopes  hereafter  to  obtain  a  life  of  glory. 

Let  each  man  judge  for  himfelf:  but  let  no  one  confider  himfelf  as 
a  free-thinker,  who  models  his  judgment  after  the  opinions  of  the 
trifling,  fhort-fighted,  and  pretended-deep  enquirers  of  the  lad  hun- 
dred, or  rather  of  the  lad  ten,  years. 

A  difcreet  traveller  will  be  careful  how  he  pafles  fenteuce,  at  lead 
unfavourably,  upon  the  charader  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  ;  un- 
lefs  his  refidence  among  them  has  been  a  refidence  of  years.  Long 
and  continued  obfervation,  particular  opportunities,  and  various  inci- 
dents, mud  all  concur  to  enable  a  foreigner  to  fpeak  decifively,  and 
equitably,  on  the  manner  of  thinking,  and  feeling,  of  any  nation  that 
he  has  vifited. 

The  Sicilians  praife  themfelves  for  their  open  liberal  charader  :  the 
Neapolitans  accufe  ^them  of  a  very  oppofite  quality,  and  attribute  all 

the 
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the  praife  of  liberality  to  themfelves.  For  my  own  part,  I  found  both 
nations  friendly,  prepoilefTing,  and  capable  not  only  of  polltenefs  but  of 
good  intention  :  nay  more,  of  confidence. 

The  Neapolitans  to  mc  appear  to  be  the  moft  fanguine,  and  joyous: 
the  Sicilians  the  moft  ferious,  and  ardent.  Botli  are  irritable:  but  each 
in  concord  with  their  charader.  The  Neapolitan  is  impetuous,  and  his 
anger  fudden  :  but  a  word  unremarked  finks  deeply,  and  fows  the  feed 
of  refentment,  in  the  heart  of  the  Sicilian. 

Crefc'it  occiilto  velut  arhor  ^vv9. 

HoR.  Od.  xii.  Lib.  i. 

C-onceal'd  an  age  the  rooted  vengeance  grows. 

Francis. 

It  nourlilies  the  fenfe  of  injury;  and,  dafliing  down  the  cup  of 
vengeance,  iheds  its  fanguinary  contents.  The  difference  of  charaders 
in  different  towns  is  very  great.  The  people  of  Trapani  are  moft 
accufed  of  the  paffion  of  revenge. 

The  love  of  liberty  is  common  to  the  inhabitants  of  both  kingdoms ; 
and,  be  it  told  to  the  honour  of  the  Neapolitans,  they  have  con- 
ftantly  refilled  the  introducing  of  that  dreadful  and  deteftable  tribunal, 
the  Inquifition.     Sicily  was  firft  relieved  from  it  by  the  prefent  King. 

The  defects  of  a  hot  climate  have  free  play  among  the  Sicilians, 
Neapolitans,  and  Italians,  in  general ;  from  the  public  and  private 
education  of  youth,  which  is  negleded  in  a  moft  indefenfible  manner. 
Like  as,  in  this  climate,  the  manifold  fruits  of  the  fertile  foil  are  inter- 
mingled v>rith  numerous  kinds  of  thirties  of  uncommon  growth,  fo  do 
failings  and  vices  luxuriantly  rankle,  in  the  national  charader  of  this 
people  ;  whole  talents  and  capabilities  are  uncommonly  great.  Volup- 
tuoufnefs,  anger,  and  revenge,  glow  in  their  fiery  temperament  with 
unabated  heat.  When  not  irritated,  they  are  a  well  meaning  people. 
To  this  good  intention  mud  be  attributed  the  prepolTeifing  and  noble 

Vol.  II.  3  U  hoipitality 
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hofpitality  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  kingdoms ;  and  to  this  the  fecurity 
with  which  ftrangers  live  in  Rome :  although  there  are  annually  five 
hundred  murders  committed  in  that  citv;  not  as  the  facrifices  of  rapa- 
city, but  of  jealoufy,  fudden  anger,  and  revenge. 

Their  infant  children  teftify  violent  anger  ;  and  their  tears  are  ac- 
companied with  tokens  of  obftinacy,  and  vehemence.  A  part  of  thefe 
failings  may  probably  be  placed  to  the  account  of  inherited  qualities*, 
and  heat  of  blood  ;  but  as  great  a  part,  at  leaft,  may  be  juftly  attributed 
to  the  unreafonablefs  of  parents,  and  their  impetuous  manner  of  teach- 
in^  their  children.  Accuftomed  to  play  with  ftones,  the  boys  are 
armed  with  this  dangerous  weapon  of  paffion  ;  and,  if  a  ftone  be 
thrown  at  a  dog,  all  the  boys  hurl  at  the  unfortunate  animal ;  while  their 
elders  not  only  encourage  this  bad  pradice  by  their  filence,  but  fre- 
quently by  their  example.  Their  general  treatment  of  animals  is  a 
proof  of  the  rude  ftate  of  their  feelings. 

In  a  country  fo  fruitful  as  this,  idlenefs  is  native.  The  inhabitant  of 
the  north  is  obliged  to  fupply  his  wants  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow  : 
among  which  wants  are  a  ftrong  diet,  warm  clothing,  much  firing,  and 
diililled  liouors.  The  more  abftemious  Italians  and  Sicilians  are  lightly 
fed  and  lightly  clothed.  Although  their  fiery  wines  in  many  places 
are  as  cheap  as  our  table  beer,  yet  drunken nefs  is  with  them  an  uncom- 
mon vice.  In  Italy,  I  faw  one  or  two  men  intoxicated  ;  and  in  Sicily 
none.  The  climate  is  fo  mild  that  they  are  in  need  neither  of  a  fub- 
itantial  nor  of  a  roomy  habitation  ;  and  their  very  mechanics  generally 
work  in  the  llreets.  Shade  and  repofe  are  their  natural  wants,  and  the 
origin  of  their  indolence  ;  which,  however  thefe  circumftances  may 
plead  in  its  excufe,  is  ftiil  fearful  in  its  confequences. 

One  of  thefe  confequences  is  the  number  of  beggars,  who  are  often 

*  The  good  and  the  bad  qualities  of  thefe  people,  like  the  good  and  the  bad  qualities 

of  all  human  beings,  are  the  refult  of  the  circumftances  under  which  they  exift.    Change 

thofe  and  their  qualities  will  change.     T- 

impudent ; 
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impudent ;  and  appear  more  fo  to  travellers  than  they  are  in  reality. 
The  traveller  too  frequently  forgets  that  beggars  themfelves  cannot  but 
partake  of  the  national  vivacity. 

The  Italians  and  Sicilians  are  accufed  of  felfiflinefs  ;  nor  is  the  accu- 
fation  entirely  groundlefs  :  though  I  have  found  among  them  men  of 
all  ranks  who  poilefled  generofity.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for 
the  lower  order  of  people  to  refufe  any  recompenfe  from  me,  or  my 
fellow  travellers,  for  the  trouble  they  had  taken,  or  the  civilities  they 
had  Ihewn.  Neither  ought  a  nation  to  be  judged  by  people  whofe 
profeflion  it  is  to  live  by  ftrangers.  How  would  thofe  be  miftaken 
who,  judging  from  the  felfiflinefs  of  many  innkeepers,  and  their  fer- 
vants,  in  the  German  part  of  Switzerland,  fliould  make  them  the  cha- 
raderiilic  ftandard  of  the  German  Swifs;  who  are  the  nobleil  people 
on  God's  earth ! 

In  countries  where  nature  produces  much  fpontaneoufly,  and  much 
more  with  little  labour,  men  ought  to  have  been  allured  to  an  adive 
life  by  the  opening  of  new  channels  of  induftry :  but  here  its  efforts 
are  frequently  neglected  by  the  tardinefs  of  government ;  and,  w^hat  is 
worfe,  frequently  oppofed  by  the  obftinacy  of  caution. 

A  lively  fancy,  mifguided  by  a  dcfedive  religious  education,  becomes 
the  nurfe  of  credulity.     Hence  trifling  ceremonies  ufurp  the  place  of 
ferious  duties ;  and  the  muttering  of  words  without   meaning   is  the 
fubftitute  of  love,  and  purity  of  heart.     To  thefe  muft  be  attributed 
depravity  of  manners,  and  frequently  a  want  of  faith. 

The  fuperabundance  of  nature  and  the  neglect  of  education  are  dlf- 
coverable,  both  in  the  language  and  in  the  beautifully  formed  yet  vio- 
lently agitated  countenances  of  the  ItalianSj  in  their  loud  clear-toned 
voices,  that  wound  while  they  pleafe  the  ear^  and  in  the  comparifon 
that  may  be  made  between  them  and  their  children. 

I  never  have  any  where  {qqu.  more  beautiful  or  intelligent  children, 
among  the  common  people,  than  in  thefe  countries.  Rapid  in  their 
progrefs  at  firfl,  as  rapidly  is  that  progrefs  at  an  end.    I  have  no  where 

3  U  2  met 
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met  with  ib  few  crooked,  lb  few  deformed,  infants  at  their  birth  as 
here  :  nor  any  where  fo  many  that  have  become  fo  by  negled  ; 
never  in  any  place  fo  many  one-eyed,  blind,  lame  in  the  hands» 
withered,  diHorted  objects,  and  cripples  of  every  kind,  as  in  Italy  and 
Sicily  :  efpecially  in  the  former.  How  frequently  do  you  meet  on  the 
ifland,  as  well  as  on  the  continent,  with  unfortunate  men  and  women^ 
v/hofe  countenances  have  been  half  eaten  away  by  cancer,  or  by  leprofy  ? 
The  fpectator  fliudders,  and  doubts  whether  the  poor  wretch  be  fuffer- 
ing  for  the  fms  of  youth,  or  for  the  irregular  paflions  of  parents.  He 
turns  involuntarily  from  the  fight,  and  with  irreiiftible  abhorrence  ; 
which,  in  a  moment,  is  changed  into  compaffion. 

There  is  a  cuftom,  proper  to  Sicily,  which  I  muft  not  forget  to  men^ 
tion.  This  is  a  right  of  purchafe  of  a  fmgular  kind.  If  any  man  buy 
an  eftate,  be  it  houfe,  land,  or  vineyard,  the  neighbour  of  the  purchafer^ 
for  the  fpace  of  an  entire  year  afterward,  may  ejed  him  by  an  advance 
of  price.  In  vain  would  the  firft  purchafer  give  more  to  the  original 
owner.  This  fmgular  law  is  generally  evaded  by  a  falfehood.  The 
purchafe  money  is  dated,  in  the  articles  of  agreement,  at  a  higher  fum 
than  has  been  agreed  upon  in  the  prefence  of  four  witnefles. 

There  is  another  no  lefs  fmgular  law^  in  Sicily :  according  to  which 
any  man  can  oblige  his  neighbour  to  fell  his  houfe,  if  he  wall  pay  him 
three  times  its  value.  The  intention  of  this  law  was  the  improvement 
of  the  towns.  It  was  to  encourage  the  poireiTors  of  large  houfes  to  pur- 
chafe the  humble  abodes  of  the  poor. 


LET. 
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LETTER     XCVL 

San  lorlo  near  Naples,  i8th  July  1792, 

'N  the  loth,  at  feven  in  the  evening,  we  went  on  board  a 
little  veiTel,  in  the  port  of  Meffina,  of  the  kind  that  are  Q,2^ti\fperonarh 
They  are  long,  fmall,  confcquently  light,  have  feven  rowers,  and  carry 
much  fail.  The  people  of  Malta  are  the  inventors,  and  alinoft  the  only 
poiTeiTors,  of  this  kind  of  vefTel.  They  have  only  been  imitated  by  the 
Syracufians.  Our  fperonaro  was  from  Syracufe.  We  ordered  it  round 
to  Meffina,  becaufe,  in  the  prefent  uncertainty  of  thefe  feas,  fuch  vef- 
fels  ufually  efcape  the  corfiiirs.  Larger  veflels,  unlefs  armed  for  their 
defence,  if  met  by  the  corfairs  generally  become  their  booty.  The  cor- 
fairs  are  built  not  for  trade  but  for  piracy  :  confcquently  they  have  great 
advantages  over  other  fliips.  Quick  as  the  fpcronari  can  fail,  yet  the 
failors,  if  purfued  by  the  Barbarians,  will  not  trufi:  to  this,  but  take  up 
their  oars,  and  row  againft  the  wind ;  in  which  exercife  they  are  un- 
equalled by  the  Africans.  There  is  no  example  <di  -a.  fperonaro^  unen- 
cumbered with  merchandize,  having  been  taken  by  the  corfairs. 

At  fun  rife  on  the  i  ith,  we  faw  almoft  all  the  Lipari  iflands  ;  partly" 
facing  us,  and  partly  on  our  left.  Some  fay  they  are  feven  in  number^ 
fome  ten,  and  others  twelve :  according  as  the  eftimate  does  or  does  not 
include  Alicudl^  and  Felicudi,  on  the  weft,  and  other  fmall  iflands,  which 
are  properly  no  more  than  rocks.  The  Italians  and  Sicilians,  like  the 
ancients,  are  inclined  to  exaggerate  ;  and  willingly  call  a  clift  an  Ifland,, 
and  a  brook  a  river. 

Of  thefe  Lipari,  which  is  a  bifhop's  fee,  is  the  largeft ;  and  Is  held, 
both  by  ancients  and  moderns,  to  be  the  ^olian  ifland  of  Homer  :  in 
which  iEolus,  the  friend  of  the  immortal  Gods,  to  whom  Jupiter  en- 
truiled  the  care  of  the  winds,  v/as  the  hoft  of  Ulyfl^esj  and  gave  him 

All 
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all  the  winds  imprifoned  in  a  leather  bag  :  the  weft  wind  excepted, 
becaufe  that  was  favourable  to  his  navigation.  Ulyfles  would  not 
truft  the  helm  to  his  companions;  and,  on  the  loth  day,  i'aw  himfelf 
near  his  beloved  Ithaca,  when  he  was  overcome  by  a  fweet  fleep.  His 
foolilli  comrades  opened  the  bag ;  imagining  it  contained  a  treafure : 
when  fuddenly  the  wimls  blew  a  tempeft,  drove  the  (hip  again  to  fea, 
and  at  laft  brought  them  back  to  ^olus  *. 

As  thefe  iflands,  which  rife  like  mountains  out  of  the  fea  with  fteep 
fhores,  are  feen  to  a  great  diftance,  and  as  you  turn  toward  them,  like 
the  wandering  rocks  of  Homer  in  face  of  Scylla,  always  appear  to 
have  a  different  iituation,  the  great  poet,  profiting  by  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  called  the  iiland  of  v^ilolus  the  fwimming  ifland. 

Lipari,  like  its  companions,  is  high;  and,  like  theirs,  the  declivity  of 
its  fhores  is  fteep.  Thefe  fliores  have  the  colour  of  iron  :  at  leaft 
when  feen,  as  they  were  by  us,  at  a  diftance.  This  fuggefted  the  idea 
of  Homer,  that  the  ifland  of  .ZEolus  was  walled  round  with  brafs :  a 
remark  for  which  I  have  to  thank  the  good  Padre  Minafi ;  a  friar  of 
the  order  of  St.  Dominic,  at  Naples. 

The  ifland  of  Lipari  v/as  formerly  volcanic.  The  following  is  the 
account  which  Diodorus  gives  of  thefe  iflands. 

"  The  wind  burfts  forth  with  great  rufhing  and  noife,  from  the 
"  caverns  of  Strongyle  (Stromboli)  and  of  Hicra  Hephcsjta :  (confecrated 
"  to  Vulcan,  and  now  cafled  the  Volcano.)  They  caft  out  fand,  and 
*'  hot  ftones :  fo  that  fome  believe  they  have  a  fubterranean  paffage, 
"  and  are  connedted  with  JEtna.;  and  that  they  mutually  vomit  fire. 

"  Liparus^  fon  of  the  Italian  King  Aufon,  driven  away  by  his  bro- 
"  ther,  firft  peopled  and  cultivated  the  ^^olian  iflands  ;  and  after  him 
"  Lipara  f Lipari)  took  its  name,  ^olus,  the  fon  of  Hippotas,  came 
*'  there  ;  and  married  Cyane,  the  daughter  of  Liparus.  He  was  King 
''  of  Lipara  ;  and  aided  his  wife's  father,  who  fighed  after  Italy,  to 
"  conquer  Sorento. 

•  *  See  the  tenth  book  of  fhe  OdyfTey. 

«  Ulyfl'es 
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"  UlyfTes  vifited  this  ^l-^>olus;   who  was  aa   upright   man,   and  was 

*'  called  the  friend  of  the  Gods.     The  invention  of  fails  is  afcribed   to 

**  him.     By  obferving  the  tokens  which  the  fire  afforded"  (the  afcend- 

ing  fmoke  that  appears  hery  by  night)   "  he  could  prognofticate  con- 

"  cerning  the  winds,  to  the  inhabitants  :  from   which   the  fable   arofe 

*'  that  he  was  the  lord  of  the  winds,     -^olus   had  fix  fons  ;  one  of 

"  whom  reigned  in  the  country  oi  Rhegiiim  (Reggio  in  Calabria),  the 

"  five  others  in  Sicily.     The  fame  of  their  father,  and  their  own  mild 

"  and  juft  behaviour,  induced  the  Sicani   and  the   Siculi,  who  had 

"  always  before  been  at  variance,  to  obey  them.     The  family  reigned 

"  long,  till  it  was  extind ;  and  the  Siculi  afterward  eleded  their  own 

"  princes :  the  Sicani  waged  civil  wars. 

'*  Galled  by  the  yoke  of  the  Perfian  Kings,  the  people  of  Carta  from 

"  Cnidus^  and  fome  Rhodlans^  about  the  time  of  the  50th  Olympiad, 

"  (five  hundred  and  feventyfivc  years  before  Chrift)  determined  to  feek 

*'  another  country.     After  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  in  Sicily,  being  on 

•*  their  return,  they  were  kindly  received  in  Lipara ;  where  there  were 

"  only  five  hundred  of  the  descendants  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  re- 

"  maining,  with  whom  th  .y  intermingled. 

"  They  armed  a  fleet  againft  the  Tyrrhene  pirates  ;  and  pofTefTed  in 

"  common  the  whole  of  the  lands  y  and  the  booty,  taken  in  the  naval 

"  war.     At  laft  they  divided  the  lands  of  all  thefe  iflands  by  lot  j  and 

"  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  a  new  divifion  fhould  take  place  every 

"  twenty  years.      They  overcame  the  Tyrrheni  in  many  combats  by 

"  fea  J  and   fent  great   prefents  of  plunder  to  Delphos.     Lipara  was 

"  profperous,    and  celebrated  for  its   natural  and  beautiful   haven  ;  as 

'*  likewife  for  its  warm  fprings,  the  peculiar  properties  of  which  were 

"  not  only  benefit:  1,  to  certain  difeafes,  but  rendered  them  pleafantto 

"  bathe  in.     Their  alum  mines  likewife  brought  incredible  wealth  to 

"  the  inhabitants.     This  little  ifland  was  well  provided  with  the  fruits 

"  of  the  earth,  and  with  whatever  was  neceffary  for  food  ;  particularly 

"  with  the  fined  orchards,  and  with  lifh  of  every  kind  *." 

*  Diod.  vol.  i.  J,  V.  p.  335. 
I  This 
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This  defcriptlon  is  generally  applicable  to  Lipari,  at  prefeiit :  though 
I  am  furprifcd  that  Diodorus  did  not  mention  wine ;  for  the  mufcadel 
wine  of  that  ifland  is  excellent. 

The  fiaion  that  iEoliis  ruled  the  winds,  and  the  account  of  his  being 
able  to  foretel  the  change  of  the  wind  by  the  prognoftics  of  fire,  on 
which  this  fidion  was  grounded,  were  occafioned  by  the  opportunities 
he  had  of  obierving  the  wind,  which  changes  fooner  in  the  high 
rep-ions  than  in  the  low  :  and  mariners  to  this  day  predid  the  change 
of  the  wind  from  the  fmoke  that  rifes  out  of  the  volcanic  iflands,  and 
from  the  vapours  that  afcend  from  the  others. 

In  the  war  between  Syracufe  and  Athens,  the  people  of  Lipari  took 
part  with  the  firft.     The  following  account  is  given  by  Thucydides. 

"  In  the  winter  (of  the  fecond  year  of  the  88th  Olympiad,  426 
"  years  before  Chrlft,  and  the  5th  of  the  Peloponnefian  war)  the  people 
"  of  Rhegium,  and  the  Athenians,  failed  together  againft  the  iflands 
"  called  after  iEolus.  It  was  not  poffible  to  make  a  campaign  there  in 
"  furamer  ;  becaufe  water  was  wanting  in  thefe  iflands  *.  The  people 
*'  of  Lipari,  the  defcendants  of  the  Cnidii^  polTefTed  thefe  iflands ;  and 
*'  inhabited  one  of  them,  Lipara^  which  is  not  large ;  and  went  from 
"  Lipara  to  the  others,  the  lands  of  which  they  tilled  f .  Their  names 
"  are  Bidynie^  Stro?igyle^  and  Hiera,  The  people  there  believe  that 
"  Hephaifl:us  (Vulcan)  forged  in  Hiera :  becaufe  much  fire  v^-as  feen  to 
*'  afcend  out  of  it  by  night,  and  fmoke  by  day.  The  Athenians  ra- 
*'  vaged  their  lands,  becaufe  they  took  part  with  the  Syracufians :  but 
"  the  people  of  Lipari  were  ftedfafl:  in  their  alliance,  and  their  enemies 
•*  returned  to  Rhegium  J. 

Agathocles  failed  to  Lipari,  and  levied  a  contribution  of  fifty  talents ; 

*  This  is  not  true  of  all  of  them.     I  found  good  water  in  Stromboli. 

•j-  Modern  geographers  are  miftaken,  when  they  affirm  that  to  be  the  cafe  at  prefent. 
The  largeil  of  die  Lipari  iflands  are  inhabited  :  the  fmalleil  only  are  tilled  by  their 
neighbours. 

%  Thuc.  lib.  iii.  p.  221. 

4  part 
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part  of  which  had  been  dedicated  to  Vulcan,  and  part  to  ^Eokis :  and 
tiie  people  became  confirmed  in  the  belief  that  iEolus  governed  the 
winds,  becaufe  eleven  of  the  fhips,  that  bore  away  this  money,  foun- 
dered *. 

The  people  of  Lipari  adhered  to  the  houfe  of  Anjou,  after  the  French 
had  been  driven  out  of  Sicily.  The  houfe  of  Arragon,  at  the  conclii- 
lion  of  peace  in  the  year  1363,  firft  got  pofTeffion  of  thefe  iflands  f . 

The  Iflands  of  Volcano,  Volcanello,  and  Stromboli,  emit  fire.  Vol- 
canello  is  only  a  rock  in  the  fea,  and  mud  have  rifen  in  modern  times; 
as  it  is  not  mentioned  by  the  ancients  j  and  no  doubt  it  was  thrown 
up  by  a  fubterranean  eruption  of  fire. 

We  had  feen  the  ifland  of  Stromboli  lying  before  us  the  whole  morn- 
ing, and  its  height  made  it  appear  to  be  at  a  little  diftance  :  yet,  though 
the  wind  w^as  favourable,  we  did  not  reach  it  till  the  afternoon.  Strom- 
boli was  called  Strongyle^  wdiich  fignified  round,  by  the  Greeks  ;  and  it 
is  ftill  called  Strongoli  by  its  inhabitants,  and  the  Sicilian  failors.  It 
confifts  only  of  a  very  high  mountain ;  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  which 
^^e  landed,  where  the  fcrand  is  covered  with  black  afhes,  which  are 
mixed  with  fhining  fand.  Seeing  us  land,  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
approached  us  armed,  and  demanded  to  fee  our  paflports,  and  bills  of 
health :  which  bills  of  health  are  called  p?'attica.  We  had  paffports 
from  the  viceroy,  but  not  from  the  goveruato're  in  Lipari;  for  w^e  had 
not  been  there  ;  and  our  bills  of  health  did  not  ftate  that  w^e  ffiould 
land  at  Stromboli.  We  durfb  therefore  only  proceed  along  the  coafi; 
at  a  certain  given  diftance,  v/ithout  approaching  the  habitations.  Tliev 
gave  us  permiffion  however  to  afcend  the  mountain,  and  vifit  the 
crater ;  by  which  Jacobi  profited  :  but  the  heat  and  fteepnefs  of  the 
mountain  deterred  the  reft  of  the  company. 

I  went  to  a  projeifling  rock  on  the  fhore,  behind  wdiich  I  bathed  in 
the  fea ;  and  thither  an  iflander  accompanied   me  as  a  guard,  v/hofe 
v/ife  ran  haftily,  from  her  hut  on  the  declivity  of  the  mountain,  and 
*  Diod.  lib.  XX.  f  Amice,  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 

Vol,  IL  3  X  brought 
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brought  him  a  gun.  Notwithilandlng  their  watchfulnefs,  which  has 
an  appearance  cf  wlldnefs  and  ferocity,  thefe  few  iflanders  are  very- 
friendly.  We  bought  fome  good  white  mufcadel  of  them  ;  and  a 
kind  of  red  wine,  which  is  fo  very  fpirited  that  the  tafte  of  the  lacrpna 
of  Vefuvius  and  Pofilipo,  in  comparifon,  feemed  infipid. 

The  wind  was  fair,  and,  failing  to  a  diftance,  w^e  faw  the  red  fmoke 
afcend  by  night  out  of  the  ever  reftlefs  crater  of  Stromboli.  At  one 
o'clock  in  the  day  on  the  i  2th,  we  defcried  a  (hip  ;  at  which  our  f.iilors 
often  looked  through  a  telefcope,  w^hile  we  remained  unconcerned. 
However  they  fuddenly  took  to  their  oars  j  and  with  vifible  anxiety 
rowed,  with  might  and  main. 

They  believed  the  ihip  to  be  a  Barbary  corfair ;  and  I  imagine  they 
were  right :  for,  though  we  could  not  accurately  examine  the  crew 
through  the  telefcope,  yet  they  appeared  to  us  to  v^ear  long  garments. 
They  hailed  us :  we  did  not  under  (land  them;  and  our  failors,  fir 
from  any  defire  to  parley  with  them,  plied  their  oars  with  double  dili- 
o-ence.  They  immediately  failed  in  our  direction :  but,  as  they  might 
w^ell  defpair  of  coming  up  with  our  fpero?iaro,  they  foon  continued 

their  courfe. 

Some  hours  afterward,  we  failed  round  the  promontory  which  Vir- 
gil tells  us  derived  its  name  from  PaUnurus  :  the  pilot  of  ^Eneas,  who 
here  fell  into  the  fea.  It  is  ftill  called  Capo  Talimiro,  We  delighted 
our  eyes  with  viewing  the  beautiful  fliores  of  the  Princtpato  c'ltra. 

Toward  evening,  a  flrong  favourable  wind  fprung  up  ;  and  we 
hoped  to  reach  Salerno,  intending  to  complete  cur  journey  by  land  : 
but  a  ftorm  came  on,  and  our  failors  took  fhelter  in  a  little  bay. 

Early  on  the  13th,  w^e  rowed  farther  out  to  f^a  ;  and  our  lailors 
were  not  able  to  weather  the  promontory  of  Licofa.  We  were  therefore 
obliged  to  land  at  the  port  of  Lazarolo^  w-hich  confifts  only  of  a  few 
houfes,  after  having  been  in  danger  of  being  ftranded  on  a  rock.  The 
fea  ran  fo  high  that  v/e  were  conftrained  to  remain  there  the  whole 
day.     I  had  gone    on  board  a  fperonaro^  with  the  elded  Mr.  Von 

Droft; 
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Drofl; ;  and  we  had  not  feen  our  friends  fince  we  left  Stromboli :  fo 
that  we  were  anxious  concerning  them,  as  well  from  the  ftorm  as 
from  the  fufped:ed  corfair. 

We  at  lail  left  La%arolo  in  the  evening,  failed  by  night  through  the 
bay  of  Salerno,  and  early  in  the  morning  faw  the  ifland  of  Capri 
lying  before  us  ;  the  ibuth  coaft  of  which  has  a  much  ruder  afped: 
than  the  north.  High  rocks,  feparated  from  it  and  forming  a  fmall 
flrait,  towered  toward  the  weft  ;  through  one  of  which  there  is  an 
aperture,  that  has  probably  been  made  by  the  dafhing  of  the  waves  ; 
and  the  fea  is  feen  through  this  as  through  an  arched  gateway. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  landed  at  Naples ;  which  I  left  in  fearch  of 
my  wife  and  children  :  whom  I  once  more  met,  after  having  parted 
with  them  on  the  27th  of  April. 


MiiBinwjiiiKJ"'— 


LETTER     XCVIL 

Piano  di  Sorento,  19th  September,  1792. 
Inclined  to  fpend  fome  fummer  months  in  one  of  the 
moft  beautiful  countries  of  Italy,  and  enjoy  ourfelves  in  freedom  and 
undifturbcd,  we  failed  on  the  21ft  of  July  in  the  afternoon,  to  this 
valley  ;  which  has  charms  of  a  great  and  a  peculiar  kind.  It  appears 
to  be  diftinguifhed  by  nature  from  the  whole  of  the  remaining  world. 

Its  approach  by  land  is  exceedingly  difficult  y  and  for  its  accefs  by 
fea  it  is  indebted  to  the  hand  of  man.  It  may  be  about  four  leagues 
in  circumference,  and  lies  in  the  form  of  a  half  moon,  backed  by  its 
mountainous  coaft  ;  which  is  circular,  and  lofty.  Its  fhores  confift  of 
fteep  rocks  ;  which,  fearful  in  their  height  and  afped,  now  fink  per- 
pendicular to  the  fea,  and  now  form  a  narrow  ftrand,  with  fpace  for 

3X2  the 
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the  fifbermen  and   Tailors  to   build  their  houfes,   and  proiit  hj  their 
grottos,  ill  which  they  lay  up  feme  of  their  veffels. 

The  road,  that  leads  from  the  ftrand  to  the  v.-'lley,  is  cut  in  thj 
rocks  ;  the  tops  of  which  are  (haded  with  large  trees,  and  among  others 
■with  the  fineft  pines  I  have  ever  feen.  Few  trees  produce  fo  great  aa 
effedt  as  thefe  prodigious  pines  ;  Vv'hich  rife,  on  their  upright  trunks, 
high  ahove  the  rocky  Ihore,  and,  with  their  broad  brandies  forming 
an  umbrella,  tower  in  the  ahv 

The  lofty  mountains  are  embellilhed  by  the  oak,  the  chefnut,  and 
the  olive  ;.  and  the//V7,7o,  or  the  plain,  which  itfelf  is  high,  is  covered 
with  houfes  :  to  each  of  which  there  is  a  plat  of  ground,  planted  with 
vanes,  fruit  trees,  and  agruwi. 

Some  of  tiie  vines  twine  round  the  high  flems,  of-  fruit*  trees,  and 
fpread  from,  tree  to  tree  :  others,  higher  than  any  that  I  have  feen  be- 
fore, the  wild  vines    of  Calabria  only  excepted,  cling  to  the  peeled-: 
trunks  of  flender  chefnut  trees,  which  are  brought  chieHy  for  that. pur— 
pofe  from  the  mountains. 

Thefe  chefnut  trees,  like  the  beech  in  Harzforeft,  and  the  elder  m. 
the  north  of  Germany,  are  planted  from  fhoots  ;  which  take  root  and 
grow".  When  they  are  ten  years  old,  they  are  peeled.  I  faw  fome  of. 
them  in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia,  wherevegetatioa  is  remarkably  vigorous, 
that  were  only  feven  years  old,  which  were  at  leaft  as  tall  as  our  beech 
of  five-and-thirty,  in  the  aarth  of  Germany,  and  coverexl  with  fruit. 

The  iigrumi  trees  of  every  kind  attain  an  uncommon  height,  and 
degree  of  fertility,  in  this  valley  j  and  the  lemons  and  oranges  are  fenX 
from  here  in  great  quantities*  to  Naples,  Salerno,  Rome,. Leghorn,, and 
Ancona. 

We  live  in  a  pleafant  country-houfe,  half  a  league  from  the  little 
town  of  Sorento,  near  the  village  of  Carotta.  Looking  between  orange 
groves  and  vineyards,  both  of  which  rife  much  higher  than  the  fecond 
ftory  of  our  houfe,  we  have  on  one  fide  a  profped,  from  our  window^s 

and 
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and  from  two  large  open   balconies,  over  many  gardens   to  the  high 
woody  mountains  ;  and  on  the  other  fide  over  fruit  trees  and  vines  to 
the  fea,   and  its  curving  fhore,  Naples  and  Portici :  v^ith  intervenino- 
country  feats,  wdiich,  by  their  diftance,  feem  to  give  to  thofe  two  places 
the  appearance  of  one  undivided  and  prodigious  city;  and   thus  ren- 
der this  retirement  of  Paradife  more  heavenly.     In  the  back  ground,. 
the  profpe^t  is  divided  into  four  rows  of  mountains  :  the  laftof  which 
rowers  in  the  province  of  Abruzzo.     The  lofty  ifland  of  Ifchia  appears 
to  be  in  our  very  neighbourhood,  on  the  left ;  and  every  evenin"-,  at 
fun  fet,  to  fwim  in  the  glowing  horizon. 

Greaf  beauties  are  met  with  in  many  parts  of  the  two  Sicilies  :  but 
this  valley  is  fmgular  in  its  various  rocky  dells,  or  cliffs,  from  the  narrow- 
paths  of  which  the  eye  looks,  with  dread  and  pleafure,  on  the  verdant 
lap  of  earth  below.  Here,  in  the  very  hotteft  days,  you  find  the  moft 
refrefhing  repofe.  At  one  moment  the  cliffs  divide,  affording  open- 
ings through  which  a  confiderable  part  of  the  dark-appearing  atmo- 
fphere  is  feen ;  as  are  the  tops  of  many  trees  that  fhade  their  rocky 
brows;  and,  in  the  depth  below,  the  rank  ivy  everywhere  windino-its 
tendrils,  with  fhrubs,  and  clumps,  innumerable:  at  another,  the  cliffs 
clofe  again,  in  fo  narrow  a  compafs  that  the  reign  of  night  appears 
eternal,  and  the  fhrill  twittering  of  the  bat  is  heard. 

Thus,  I  fa:w,  on  one  fide,  the  golden  beams  of  the  fun  falling- 
through  the  tops  of  the  trees  on  the  fufpended  ivy:  and,  on  the  other 
fide,  the  fhining  of  the  glow-worm ;  as  if  it  were  night. 

One  of  thefe  valleys,  in  the  road  to  C aft ell-a- Mare,  is  fo  wide  as  to  > 
contain  a  whole  grove  oi agrum'u 

In  another  very  deep  dale,  not  far  from  Sorento,  there  is  a  little  caf- 
cade  ;  that  falls  over  the  rocks. 

In  a  central  height,  there  is  a  fm all  chapel,  built  on  a  projeding 
rock;  the  burning  tapers  of  which,  when  it  is  dark,  produce  a  beau- 
tiful effcd  over  the  gloomy  valley. . 

I -men"- 
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I  mentioned,  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  of  April,  a  fimilar  place  on 
the  other  fide  of  Sorento ;   where  we  faw  a  Monk  catching  quails. 

Immediately  behind  our  garden,  there  is  a  long  rocky  dell ;  and,  in 
fmiiiar  places,  the  vineyards  of  various  proprietors  ftand  feparate  from 
each  other.  I  have  no  conception  what  could  be  the  accidents  of 
nature,  that  have  produced  thefe  deep  clefts,  and  beds  of  earth  : 
but,  in  a  country  where  her  terrors  are  contrafted  with  the  flowers  of 
eternal  fpring,  fuch  cliffs,  cavities,  and  dells,  poffefs  an  inexpreffible 
charm. 

The  Piano  d'l  Sorento  is  backed  by  the  ridge  of  mountains  which, 
ending  with  the  Capo  Campancllo^  form  a  fide  of  the  bay  of  Naplc? ; 
and  feparate  it  from  the  bay  of  Salerno.  The  mountains  of  thefe  bays, 
in  many  parts,  abound  in  aromatic  fhrubs  ;  and  here  the  eye  over- 
looks fea,  iflands,  and  lands,  from  Capo  Licofa  to  Mojite  Circella  ;  and, 
immediately  on  the  fhore  of  the  Golfo  d'l  Salerno^  thofe  fmgular  cliffs 
are  feen  which  are  called  Le  Galle  ;  and  which,  by  many  of  the  an- 
cients and  moderns,  have  been  held  to  be  the  iHand  of  the  Sirens. 

One  of  the  moil  beautiful  places  I  have  feen  in  my  whole  journey  is 
the  garden  of  the  Capuchin  friars,  near  Sorento  5  which  lies  upon  the 
rocks  of  the  fhore. 

From  this,  you  have  a  view  of  the  whole  bay  of  Naples  ;  with  the 
numerous  fmaller  bays,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  flretching  coafts, 
one  of  which  conceals  the  ifland  of  Capri. 

No  where  are  Mount  Vefuvius  and  the  lofty  ifland  of  Ifchia  feen  to 
fuch  advantage.  Yet,  even  from  thefe  grand  and  diffant  objects,  the 
eye  turns  to  contemplate  the  furrounding  rocky  fhores ;  the  caverns 
and  crags  of  which  fwallow  up  or  repel  the  foaming  waves,  while  the 
roaring  of  the  angry  fea  is  inceffant. 

Many  fhrubs,  particularly  the  caper  with  its  charming  flower,  fprout 
among  the  recks ;  which  are  topped  with  high  overhanging  trees. 
Through  thefe  rocks  fleps  are  cut  from  the  garden  down  to  the  fhore ; 

where 
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where  the  dafhing  of  the  waves  is  the  moft  violent  :  and  here  there  is 
a  wide  cavity  cut.  the  two  fides  of  which  are  of  unequal  depth;  fo 
*hat  you  may  waili  your  feet  in  the  one,  and  fwim  in  the  other, 

I  have  juft  reminded  you  of  the  pleafure  this  fituation  afforded  me 
when,  in  April,  I  was  below  in  a  boat,  and  faw  a  Monk  Handing  above, 
fpreading  nets  to  catch  quails.  Prodigious  numbers  of  thefe  birds  of 
paflage  are  caught  twice  a  year,  in  fpring  and  in  autumn,  on  the  (hores 
of  the  bay  of  Naples  ;  and  particularly  in  the  ifland  of  Capri. 

The  population  of  the  Piano  diSorento^  allowing  the  town  itfelf  to 
contain  four  thoufand  inhabitants,  is  eftimated  at  eighteen  thoufand 
fouls  :  and  this  in  a  circumference  of  fcarcely  four  leagues  1 

Formerly,  the  w^iole  plain  of  Sorento  belonged  to  the  town  ;  which 
was  inhabited  by  many  of  the  nobility ;  but  the  inhabitants  were  im- 
poverifhed,  fome  centuries  ago,  by  the  African  pirates  ;  who  landed, 
and  carried  off  their  wives  and  daughters,  in  great  numbers.  The 
lovely  prifoners  were  ranfomed  by  their  fathers,  hulbands,  and  bro- 
thers :  but  for  this  purpofe  their  lands  were  neceffarily  fold. 

A  foft  yet  ferious  melancholy,  combined  with  amenity,  characterizes 
the  inhabitants  of  Sorento,  and  its  plain  ;  and  diftinguifhes  them,  in  a 
very  ftriking  manner,  both  from  the  fanguine  noify  Neapolitans  and 
from  the  ardent  natives  of  Ifchia,  who  are  as  hot  as  the  atmofphere  to 
which  they  are  expofed.  The  inhabitants  of  the  plain  are  profperous, 
and  pay  no  taxes,  except  for  the  filk  that  they  fpin,  and  the  wine  that 
they  export.  Thofe  who  till  lands  hired  out  of  their  own  diftridt  fre- 
quently pay  an  extravagant  rent ;  for  they  have  many  competitors  for 
the  farming  of  thefe  lands.  Thus,  though  they  live  by  the  fweat  of 
their  brow,  they  live  in  indigence. 

This  valley,  being  protected  from  the  mid-day  heats  by  the  moun- 
tains, enjoys  a  mild  air.  The  heat,  even  in  the  dog  days,  is  not  op- 
preffive.  Thus  happily  fituated  is  this  corner  of  the  earth,  in  which 
the  fineft  fruits  attain  the  very  higheft  degree  of  perfection  \  and  where 
I  yefterday,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  ate  the  fruit  of  the  caElus  opuntia^ 

6  which 
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which  here  grows  wild,  and  which  ia  Germany  is  the  produce  only  of 
the  hot-houfe  ;  where,   at  the  moment  that  I  am  now  writing,  1  fee 
before  me  fwelling  clufters  of  the  gold   and  purple  grape,  large  and. 
beautiful  beyond  conception,  pendent  from  the  tall  branches.     Soms 
•of  the  lemon  trees  are  now  a  fecond  time  in  full  bloom. 

It  16  now  more  than  a  week  flnce  the  vintage  was  over.  I  cannot 
give  any  reafon  for  its  beginning  more  early,  in  this  cool  valley,  than 
in  the  hot  countries  of  Italy.  In  Ifcliia,  ripe  grapes  have  been  eaten 
thefe  fix  v/eeks:  yet  the  vintage  does  not  begin  there  before  the  end  of 
September. 

We  fpent  the  laft  fortnight  of  Auguft,  and. the  firft  week  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia  ;  and  have  made  the  tour  of  the  whole 
ifland,  which  is  three  German  miles  in  circumference,  on  the  backs  of 
affes.  The  trees,  which  I  faw  covered  with  bloom  in  April,  I  now  be- 
held loaded  with  fruit.  The  agrumi^  which  then  afforded  their  golden 
produce,  full,  ripe,  and  dazzling  among  the  boughs,  are  novvr  colouring 
with  a  fecond  crop  ;  and  fliip  loads  of  fweet  oranges  have  already  been 
fent  to  Rome.  The  apple  of  the  pomegranate  is  reddening,  and  here 
and  there  new  buds,  fhall  I  fay  are  continuing,   or  are  beginning,  to 

appear. 

The  fruit  of  the  ftrawberry  tree,  the  foliage  and  {lender  growth  of 
which  refemble  the  laurel,  is  now  ripening.  This  fruit  hangs,  Hke 
the  cherry,  to  a  ftalk,  is  round,  and  of  a  fhining  fcarlet  colour.  The 
red  and  white  azerole  now  ripen ;  a  fruit  that  has  a  charming  acid 
tafte  :  and  now  too  the  white  and  red  firbe  * .  Various  figs  are  here 
as  larg«  as  at  Sorento.  The  figs  that  we  are  able  to  rear  no  perfon 
here  would  eat :  they  give  better  to  the  hogs. 

This  ifland  produces  a  kind  of  vine,  which,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  is 
peculiar  to  itfelf.  It  bears  three  crops :  one  in  Auguft,  one  in  Decem- 
ber, and  another  at  the  end  of  February.     Its  grapes  are  called  tre 

•  I  know  not  whether  the  <erh<ra  be  meant.    T. 

volic 
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volte  Panno  :  or  three  times  a  year,  and,  before  the  ripe  fruit  is  plucked, 
the  plant  is  again  in  bloom  ! 

The  fig-tree  in  many  parts  of  both  kingdoms,  bears  twice  a  year. 
Whether  the  thrice-bearing  vine  flourifh  in  any  other  country  than  in 
Ifchia  is  more  than  I  can  fay:  but  Homer  appears  to  have  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  fpecies.  How  applicable  to  this  heavenly  ifland  is 
the  following  defcription  of  the  garden  of  Alclnous  ! 

*Ev5a  Se  ^svd'^Ea  /MCK^a  7rz<pvKH  tym'^occvtix, 
^Oy^vai  KM  poiai,  Kai  fxrMai  dy^aoKafTTOi, 
^vKai  T£  7^l'«?f«l,  Hal  £7\aia,\  Trj^E^owtrai. 
T^auv  HTVoji  Ku^TTOi  aTtoWwai.,  H^^  sTTtT^eiTrei 
Xfi/^aTcj,  SOS  ^epevg,  eTTBTnaiog'  aWa  fAa'K  ai^i 
Zc<pi/^iyj  TTVsiHa-aj  ra  iJ.iv  (puHi,  a>.7\a  oz  Treaaei. 

Rv^a  as  01  %o'KvKa^<7roi  a>.ayi  ippil^aren, 

Tvii  £T£f  CV  IXZV  SsaOTTEJof  XZU^U  BVt  X^^'? 

Tf^cTETai  fisXio)'  ere^ag  rf'  a^cc  re  T^uyocuaiVf 

HoM.  Od.  vii.  114,. 

Clofe  to  the  gates  a  fpaclous  gai-den  lies ; 

From  ftorms  defended,  and  inclement  fkiea  : 

Four  acres  was  th'  allotted  fpace  of  ground, 

Fenc'd  with  a  green  enclofurc  all  around. 

The  branch  here  bends,  beneath  the  weighty  pear  j^ 

And  verdant  olives  flourifti  round  the  year. 

The  balmy  fpirit  of  the  weftern  gale 

Eternal  breathes,  on  fruits  untaught  to  fail : 

Each  dropping  pear  a  following  pear  fupplies ; 

On  apples  apples,  figs  on  figs  arife  : 

The  fame  mild  feafon  gives  the  blooms  to  blow. 

The  buds  to  harden  and  the  fruits  to  grow. 

Here  ordered  vines  in  equal  ranks  appear, 
With  all  th'  united  labours  of  the  year  » 
Vol.  IL  3  Y  Sorcc 
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Some  to  unload  the  fertHe  branches  run, 
Some  dry  the  black'ning  clufters  in  the  fun, 
Others  to  tread  the  Hquid  harvefl  johi. 
The  groaning  prefles  foam  with  floods  of  wine. 
Here  ai*e  the  vines  in  early  flowV  defcry'd,  ■^ 
Here  grapes  dlfcolour'd  on  the  funny-fide,   > 
And  there  in  autumn's  richefl  purple  dy'd.  J 

Pope,  Od.  b.  vil.  142. 

However,  this  third  time  ripening  kind  of  winter-grape  is  not  very 
highly  elleemed.  The  herries  of  February  feldom  ripen  ;  and,  v/hea 
they  do,  they  are  never  ufed  for  wine. 

Nothing  can  be  more  lovely  than  the  woods,  the  vineyards,  and  the 
diftributed  habitations  on  the  fides  and  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
Epomeo  :  or  than  the  fituations  of  the  little  towns,  villages,  and  coun- 
try houfes,  on  the  declivities  of  the  hills  toward  the  fea  :  the  enchant- 
ing profpeds  of  which  acquire  new  and  variegated  charms,  from  the 
cragged  fhores  of  the  ifland. 

The  population  of  Ifchia  is  given  at  twenty-two  thoufand. 

The  land  proprietors  are  very  wealthy,  the  tenants  frequently  poor,. 
The  former  pays  no  other  tax  than  difcudo^  or  two  convention  florins  %. 
for  tdiCh-fafs  "f  of  wine  which  is  exported,  ^fcifi  contains  fix  eimer  :. 
an  elmer  eighty  fajks. 

The  baths  of  Ifchia  are  famous  for  their  different  qualities,  and  for 
the  cure  of  different  difeafes.     There  is  a  great  inftitution  called  Monte- 
di  mifericordia :  where  there  are  annually  fix  hundred  poor  patients 
bathed,  taken  care  of,  and  fed,  for  a  fortnight,  at  the  expence  of  a  pri- 
vate fociety  in  Naples. 

The  air  of  Ifchia  is  very  healthy ;  except  for  thofe  perfons  who  have 
difeafes  of  the  lungs,  or  the  nerves  :  but  it  is  far  from  being  as  cool  as. 
that  of  Sorento. 

*  Zween  Gulden  Conventhnsmunze, 

>  1  do  not  know  the  accurate  contents  of  the  meafures  here  enumeyated.  T, 

The: 
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The  natural  beauties  of  the  Piano  dl  Sorejito  pofTefs  a  more  ferious 
charadter  ;  and  perhaps  a  more  dignified  fubUmity.  The  charms  of 
Ifchia  are  cheering,  and  fill  the  heart  with  delight  :  and  its  inhabitants 
are  perhaps  the  moft  deferving  of  affedion  on  earth.  The  blood 
flows  fparkling  through  their  veins  ;  and  their  whole  being  is  friend- 
iinefs  and  joy.  Friendlinefs  is  always  heartfelt ;  and  joy  is  never  de- 
prived of  fimplicity  of  manners,  or  unaccompanied  by  innocence. 

In  their  perfons  they  are  handfome,  particularly  the  women  :  yet  I 
have  feen  more  beautiful  women  in  Taranto,  and  finer  men  on  the 
north  coaft  of  Sicily.  The  young  girls  of  Ifchia  have  many  native 
graces.  Some  of  them  danced  to  the  tamborine^  in  the  court  of  the 
houfe  where  we  lived,  almoft  every  evening,  a  dance  which  is  called 
^Tarantella ;  becaufe  it  comes  from  Taranto.  Two  people  dance  to- 
gether :  never  two  men  ;  feldom  a  man  and  a  woman  ;  but  generally 
two  women,  or  young  girls.  The  tamboi'ine  too  is  always  played 
by  a  woman. 

This  inftrument  confifts  of  a  broad  circular  rim,  one  fide  of  which 
is  covered  like  a  drum.  On  the  rims  are  flat  bits  of  metal,  that  ftrike 
againft  each  other ;  and  little  bells  fixed  crofs  way,  over  the  holes  in 
the  fides  of  the  rim,  the  mufic  of  which  accompanies  the  beating  of  the 
drum. 

This  is  enlivened  by  the  finging  of  the  girls  that  play.  The  fongs, 
they  fing  abound  in  naivete^  and  fenfibility  ;  and,  in  general,  are  the 
complaints  of  lovers,  of  the  cruelties  of  the  maiden  beloved.  The  fub- 
jcd:  is  never  the  love  of  woman :  though  it  is  woman  by  whom  the 
fongs  are  fung.  Thus  are  the  fair  every  where  flattered,  by  the  ho- 
mage of  the  ftrongeft  fex.  The  mufician  fings  with  fo  loud  a  voice 
that  you  would  rather  hear  her  at  a  difi:ance  than  be  by  her  fide,  did  not 
her  ferious  and  animated  mien  fix  your  attention.  You  imagine  you 
behold  a  prieftefs  of  Apollo,  feated  on  the  tripod  ;  and  that  the  mufic 
is  the  infpiration  of  the  God. 

No  dance  is  fo  full  of  decorum,  and  grace,  as  this.     The  head  in- 

3  Y  2  dining. 
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elining,  the  down-cafl:  eve,  the  noble  dignity  of  mien,  and  the  inimi- 
table elafticity  with  which  they  move,  fcarcely  touching  the  ground, 
then  raifnig  their  arms,  entwining  them  and  running  the  ever-change- 
able mazes  of  the  dance,  infpire  feelings  which  I  cannot  defcribe. 

Fortunata,  a  delicately-fonned  and  beautiful  creature  of  fifteen,  ex=- 
celled.  them  all  in  grace,  agility,  and  imagination.  Francefca^  with 
her  blooming  cheeks,  was  the  very  perfection  of  kind  and' courteous  fe- 
renity.  A  common  fervant  maid,  who,  like  girls  of  her  clafs,  was  era- 
ployed  in  the  loweft  offices,  danced  wiih  a  dignity  in  her  motions  that 
abfoiutely  excited  our  aftonidiment. 

Every  two  months  a  new  national  fong  is  compofed,  at  Naples : 
which,  with  its  tune,  immediately  fpreads  among  the  furrounding  coafts, 
and  iflands.  It  is  feldom  tranfcribed,  but  fixes  itfelf  in  the  memory 
bv  its  attractions.  It  yields  to  its  fucceilbr,  like  the  flowers  and  fruits  of 
the  changeable  months.  Some,  however,  which,  from  their  peculiarly 
fimple  charm-s,  or  becaufe  they  contain  fome  afflicting  flory  of  a  lover^ 
or  heartbreaking  complaints  of  a  cruel  maiden,  produce  ftronger  fenfa- 
tions  than  ufual,  are  preferved. 

We  were  once  fitting  on  a  hill,  on  v^iich  there  were  many  young  {len- 
der chefnut  trees;  and  little  boys,  of  from  five  to  feven  years  of  age  around 
us,  were  climbing  thefe  trees.  When  they  were  high  enough  to  make 
the  tree  bend,  they  caught  hold  of  fome  other  tree  with  great  caution, 
and  fwung  from  the  firft  to  the  fecond,  Som.etimes  they  could  bend 
the  ftem  fo  low  as  to  be  able  to  reach  the  topmoft  branch  ;  and,  profit- 
ing by  the  naturally  elaftic  povvcr  of  the  tree,  which  they  let  go,  one  of 
them  would  fuffcr  himfelf  to  be  fnatched  as  it  were  to  the  top.  In  this 
manner  they  played  each  other  various  tricks  :  but  none  of  them  took 
offence  at  his  companions.  When  they  were  weary  they  fat  down 
befide  us  on  the  grafs  ;  and,  as  if  we  had  all  been  long  acquainted, 
fhelled  their  chefnuts,  ate  themfelves,  and  afked  us  to  eat  in  fo  friendly 
a  manner  that  we  could  not  forbear  participating  of  their  unroafted 

fruit. 

Through 
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Through  all  Italy,  particularly  in  the  kingdoms  of  Sicily  and  Naples, 
there  are  many  Saint's  days  ;  and  thefe  are  times  of  fettivity  :  but  thofe 
who  imagine  that  the  people  do  not  work  on  fuch  days  are  miftaken. 
Sunday  is  the  only  day  on  which  they  entirely  ceafe  from  labour.  The 
feftivity  of  a  Saint's  day  is  particularly  great  in  Ifchia;  and  the 
churches  and  chapels,  built  at  the  foot  and  on  the  fides  of  the  conti- 
nually fire-emitting  Epomeo,  being  illuminated  in  the  evening,  form  a 
beautiful  fpe6tacle.  The  houfes  are  likewife  frequently  lighted  up  •. 
on  which  occafions  lamps  are  placed  on  the  flat  roofs  :  while  boys  and 

youths,  burn  old  barrels,  and  fhout  in  honour  of  the  Saint. 

The  good  old  people  fit  at  their  houfe  doors,  participate  of  the  mirth 
of  their  children,  and  perhaps  caft  a  look,  tinged  with  regret,   at  the 

burning  cafk ;  which  many  a  year  has  held  their  wine  :  but  hope  at  the 

fame  time  that  the  Saint  will   remember  their  piety,   and  blefs  them 

with  the  rich  vintage  of  the  following  feafon. 

On  the  eve  of  every  feftival,  little  mortars  are  fired  off,  in  the  front 

of  the  church  ;  and   Iky-rockets  are  frequently  thrown  into  the  air. 

The  Italians  are  never  wearied  with  the   fight  of  fire,  nor  with  the 

found  of  powder.     Thus  they  will  fhoot  at  fnakes,  to  hear  the  found 

of  the  gun. 

The  iirit  eight  days,  which   we  fpent  in   the  fortunate   ifland   of 

Ifchia,  were  among  the  happieft  of  our  whole  journey  ;  and  the  feeling 

of  this  happinefs  impelled  me  to  write  the  poem  I  fend  our  Edward*.. 

I  call  it  the  Hefperides;  after  thefe  blooming  but  not  fabulous  gardens.' 
God  intentionally  gave  the  vintage  before  the  winter ;  and,  in  like 

*  This  Poem,  which  is  in  three  cantos,  I  have  forborne  to  tranilate  :  partly  becaufe  it 
contains  only  defcriptior>s  of  fcenes  already  defcribed,  and  partly  from  the  difBcuIty  of 
preferving  the  fpirlt  of  the  author.  The  poetical  metaphors  of  nations  are  reconcileable 
each  to  itfelf  from  cufiom,  though  each  are  frequently  otTenfive  to  every  other  nation  ; 
and  I  think  this  peculiarly  the  cafe  in  the  German  language  :  fome  of  the  metaphors  of 
which  we  (hould  conceive  to  be  too  extravagant,  fome  too  infipid,  and  fome  too  mean. 
With  the  fliort  poems  that  I  have  already  tranflated,  I  have  thought  myfelf  juftified  in. 
taking  great  liberties.   T. 

c  manner. 
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manner,  frequently  indulges  us  in  a  peculiar  vintage  of  joy  when  pain 
is  impending.  My  little  daughter,  born  at  Naples,  was  taken  ill  and 
died,  after  fix  days  bodily  fufFering  ;  v/hich  certainly  was  more  grievous 
to  the  mother  than  to  the  child. 

She  is  gone  home,  from  this  earthly  to  a  ftill  more  beautiful  and 
heavenly  paradife.  Happy  for  her  that  fhe  could  not  miftake  the  way  1 
That  fhe  was 

Werth  fchnell  ivegzubluheu^  der  blumen  Edens  hejfre  gefpielinn  *. 

Klopstock. 

The  afFedionate  charader  of  the  people  difplayed  itfelf  during  the 
iicknefs  of  the  infant.  They  were  eager  to  encourage  my  wife  w^ith 
the  hope  of  the  recovery  of  the  child,  of  which  they  themfelves  were 
very  defirous.  Strangers,  whofe  names  were  unknown  to  me,  enquired 
after  the  health  of  the  patient ;  and,  from  the  winding  hollow  path 
below  our  window,  I  frequently  heard  them  afk  Che  fa  la  bambmaf 
How  does  the  little  girl  ? 

They  have  a  pleafing  cuftom  in  this  ifland,  when  a  grown-up  perfon 
dies,  of  afTembling  all  their  friends  in  an  evening  to  pray  for  the  foul 
of  the  deceafed  :  but,  if  it  be  a  child,  to  congratulate  the  afflicted  rela- 
tions on  its  beatification  :  on  which  occafions  the  friends  are  all  feafted. 

An  old  countryman,  with  a  dignified  and  friendly  fagacity,  thus  ad- 
drefled  us :  "  Do  not  grieve  for  the  death  of  your  child  :  fhe  is  in 
**  paradife.  She  is  now  praying  to  God  for  you.  You  have  fent  a 
"  foul  to  heaven.  She  will  hover  over  you  during  your  journey,  and 
"  will  guard  you  from  danger.'* 

Happy  iflanders  !  The  fea  has  feparated  you  from  cities  and  nations  ! 
May  you  remain  as  you  are,  blefled  by  the  fame  cuftoms,  animated  by 
the  fame  piety !  So  will  your  joys  remain  :  and,  as  from  generation  to 
generation  you  {hall  be  gathered  to  your  fathers,  thofe  joys  will  ever^ 
laftingly  increafe ! 

*  An  early  gueft  of  blooming  Eden  worthy  found, 

LET- 
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LETTER    XCVIII. 

Naples,  26th  September  1 792. 

X  WO  days  ago,  we  left  our  beloved  Pia7to  di  Sorejtto :  but 
were  defirous  not  to  quit  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  till  we  fhould  firft 
have  vifited  La  Cava,  and  Vietri.  We  fet  fail  from  our  valley,  and 
coafted  along  the  fhore  till  we  crofled  to  Caftell-a-mare.  I  have  already 
defcribed  the  road  to  La  Cava  and  Vietri,  in  a  letter  dated  at  Salerno-; 
which  lies  beyond  Vietri.  You  experience  a  remarkable  contraft,  when, 
after  leaving  the  extremely  fertile  plains  that  lie  between  Gaftell-a-mare 
and  Nocera,  you  arrive  at  the  high  Apennines.  In  thofe  plains  the 
loaded  vine,  planted  in  fruitful  corn  fields,  twines  its  tendrils  round  the 
lofty  elm. 

The  Apennine  mountains  with  grandeur  combine  a  kind  of  friendly 
charader.  They  are  well  wooded,  and  they  do  not  ftretch  out  in  long 
uninterrupted  backs,  but  confift  of  diftind:  hills  ;  the  middle  regions  of 
which  meet  each  other,  while  you  have  an  open  profped  of  the  horizon 
between  their  fummits. 

We  faw  many  round  towers  on  thcfe  lofty  heights ;  which,  {ttn 
from  afar,  appeared  like  fmgle  prodigious  pillars,  and  are  built  along 
the  mountains  at  nearly  equal  diftances.  We  were  informed  of  their 
deftination  at  Vietri.  The  country  abounds  in  pigeons;  to  catch- 
which  large  nets  are  fpread.  On  eachof  thefe  towers,  a  man  is  ftationed 
with  a  fling,  and,,  when  a  flight  of  pigeons  comes  near  enough,  he 
throws  a  flione  out  of  the  fling,  which  they  fuppofe  to  be  a  bird  of 
prey,  hovering  over  them.  The  flinger  knows  how  with  great  dex- 
terity, by  the  diredion  in  which  he  throws,  to  guide  the  flight  of  the 
pigeons ;  and  continues  to  throw  till,  at  lafl:,  they  are  taken  in  a  net. 

There  is  a  deep  valley,  near  La  Cava,   from  which  no  doubt  the 

place  derives  its  name ;  although  the  valley  itfelfj  from  the  mills  which 

6  are 
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are  worked  by  Its  waters,  is  called  MulUia,  This  valley  is  juflly  cele- 
brated for  its  beauty;  embelliilied  as  it  Is  with  large  trees,  agnnniy 
fruits  of  every  kind,  and  every  where  the  clinging  vine,  while 
it  is  arched  over  by  the  bold  projeding  rocks,  the  forms  of  which  are 
various.  Thefe  rocks  confift  of  Jlaladites^  that  hang  like  icicles  in 
fplinters  of  fpar.  One  of  thefe  great  caverns  is  peculiarly  beautiful : 
its  cavities  open  like  prodigious  jaws  ;  the  hollow  throats  of  which  are 
funk  deep  in  the  rock.  Here,  in  its  innermofl  darknefs,  the  waters 
flream  on  all  fides  from  the  ftone.,  which  is  overgrown  with  ivy,  and 
maiden-hair :  adiantnm^  capillum  Veneris,  Thefe  waters  unite  in  the 
cavern  ;  from  which  they  rufh  and  form  a  charming  rivulet,  that 
empties  itfclf  into  the  fea  near  Vietri. 

Vietri  is  built  on  a  rock  of  the  bay  of  Sakrno,  immediately  fronting 
that  towrio  I  have  more  than  once  fpoken  of  the  enchanting  profpeds 
which  this  bay  afibrds.  The  gardens  of  Vietri  (Iretch  out,  from  tlie 
heights  where  the  town  is  built,  to  the  very  fea  fhore  :  while  all  that  v^» 
grand  and  benevolent  in  nature  is  here  united. 

Every  traveller  has  not  an  opportunity  of  pafTmg  through  the  fouthern 
provinces  of  this  kingdom,  and  Sicily:  but  no  one  fhould  quit  Naplet^ 
without  having  firft  vifited  the  iflands  of  Ifchia  and  Capri,  the  P'lauti' 
di  Sore?7to^  La  Cava,  and  Vietri. 

On  our  return,  w^e  again  had  a  glance  at  the  antiquities  of  Pompeii ; 
and  it  was  a  fatisfadion  to  me  to  remark  the  quantities  of  rubbiih,  that 
had  been  removed  by  the  daily  labour  of  feventy  men  in  (ik  months. 

Now,  while  Vvn-iting  to  you  from  Naples,  I  look  toward  the  fea  ;  and 
there  view  multitudes  of  boats,  in  each  of  which  a  torch  is  burning, 
that,  by  its  light,  attracts  a  certain  fpecies  of  fiih.  The  moon  at  the 
'fame  moment  glitters  upon  the  waves ;  and  on  the  left,  for  thefe  ten 
days  paft,  a  new  double-armed  ilream  of  lava  has  been  pouring  down 
from  Mount  Vefuvius. 

Thos  beautifwl  isr  the  leave  that  we  take  of  Naples.  To-morrow 
.morning  we  fhall  iet  off  on  our  return  homeward, 

LET- 
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LETTER     XCIX. 

Rome,  2d  Oclober  1792. 

V^N  our  journey  from  Naples,  we  made  a  delay  of  about 
four-and-twenty  hours  in  Caferta ;  where  we  were  entertained,  in  a 
friendly  manner,  by  Mr.  Hackert. 

In  my  letter  dated  the  6th  of  February,  I  have  fpoken  of  the  great 
aquedud: ;  which  may  be  compared  to  the  greateft  of  thofe  that  were 
built  by  the  Romans,  and  which  was  conftruded  by  the  late  King,  to 
whom  the  Two  Sicilies  are  fo  much  indebted.  The  plan  was  by  Van- 
vitelli;  one  of  the  mofl  celebrated  architeds  of  Italy,  who  likewife 
built  the  royal  palace,  which  ranks  among  the  fineft  in  Europe.  It 
confifts  of  four  divifions,  or  palaces,  with  four  great  courts.  The  flair- 
cafe  is  in  the  centre  ;  where  the  palaces  are  conneded  by  vaulted  per- 
fpedive  colonnades ;  and  it  is  admired  as  a  fmgular  mafterpiece  of  art. 
Above  it  is  a  grand  circular  hall  j  with  two  colonnades,  and  a  lofty 
cupola. 

The  great  Englifli  garden  is  pleafant,  becaufe  of  its  extenfive  pro- 
fpeds  toward  the  furrounding  mountains,  its  fhady  walks,  and  its  con- 
tinued variety.  It  received  new  charms  from  the  improvements  made 
by  Mr.  GrafFer ;  a  German  gardener,  who  had  formed  himfelf  by 
twenty  years  refidence  in  England ;  and  who,  to  the  art  of  laying  out 
grounds,  has  added  botanical  fcience.  He  has  not  been  five  years  ia 
the  King's  fervice  ;  yet,  favoured  by  the  climate  of  Italy  and  the  fertile 
foil  of  Capua,  he  has  done  enough  in  this  fhort  time  to  excite  genera! 
aftonifhment.  In  a  country  where  the  Indian  fig  grows  wild,  and 
under  the  care  of  a  man  of  underftanding,  many  of  the  exotics  of  the 
fouth  will  flourifh  ;  and  moft  of  the  plants  of  the  north  will  delight  in 
the  fuperior  mildnefs  of  the  air. 

Vol.  II.  32;  The 
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The  King,  about  five  years  ago,  eftabliilied  a  large  filk  manufa6i:or)r^ 
nearCaferta;  at  which  they  weave  plain  and  broc  ided  filks.  Between 
three  and  four  hundred  girls  here  find  a  livelihood  ;  and,  if  any  one 
marry  a  workman  in  the  nianufador^/,  and  continue  to  work  for  tliis 
eftabliQiment,  they  and  their  families  are  fupported.  Each  bride  receives 
a  portion  of  a  hundred  ducats;  and  the  whole  community,  which  began 
with  forty  perfons,  confiils  already  of  more  than  a  thoufand  :  conftl- 
tuting  a  little  State,  the  lav^s  of  which  have  been  given  by  the  King 
himfelf.  He  has  apartments  in  the  building,  which  he  frequently  in- 
habits. 

I  now  viewed  the  countries  of  Santa  Agatha^  Mola,  Itri,  and  Fondi^ 

agahi  in  all  their  charms  ;  which  I  had  thought  fo  beautiful   in  the  be- 
ginning of  February. 

We  paffed  haftily  through  the  Pontine  marfh;  and  for  having  crofled 
It  without  injury  we  may  perhaps  thank  the  ufe  of  camphor,  and 
of  that  kind  of  vinegar  which  the  French  call  vinaigre  des  qiiatre  vo- 
hurs :  the  vinegar  of  the  four  thieves ;  and  the  Italians,  who  feldom 
are  fatisfied  with  fmall  numbers,  aceto  de  i  fette  ladri :  or  vinegar  of 
the  feven  thieves.  The  danger  is  always  very  great ;  yet  it  was  this 
year  lefs  than  the  laft  ;  partly  becaufe  the  means  taken  by  the  Pope  to 
dry  the  marfli  are  productive  of  annual  improvement,  and  partly  be- 
caufe the  falls  of  rain  have  been  greater  this  fummer  than  ufual  j  and 
therefore  the  firft  autumnal  rains,  which  are  frequently  fo  pernicious, 
have  been  lefs  dangerous  in  their  effects. 

Leaving  the  high  road,  we  went  from  Albano  to  Frafcati  ;  and  faw 
on  our  way  the  Grott a  f errata  :  which  is  the  name  of  an  abbey  inha- 
bited by  monks ;  who,  combining  the  Greek  and  Latin  churches,  live 
according  to  the  order  of  St.  Bafil.     They  fled  from  Calabria  in  the 

tenth    century,   and  took   refuge   here    under    the    conduit   of    S*t. 

L  to  ficfn  fi  i 
Nileus. 

This  abbey  deferves  to  be  vifited,  becaufe  It  contains  noble  pidures 

in.  frefco,  by  Dominichino  j  by  whom  ^  whole  chapelhas  been  painted. 

Some 
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Some  of  tliein  have  fuffered  from  age.  One  of  them  reprefents  a  friar 
of  the  monaftery,  who  went  to  meet  Otho  the  Third,  at  the  head  of 
his  army."  Otho  embraces  the  Saint.  The  Legend  relates  that  the 
Emperor  offered  him  the  choice  of  any  gift  he  flioiild  demand ;  and 
that  he  anfwered,  "  The  gift  I  demand  is  thy  foul."  The  Emperor  is 
furrounded  by  many  warriors,  and  horfes  ;  all  full  of  life,  abounding 
in  the  fimplicity  of  nature.  Nor  can  we  fufficiently  admire  the  pure 
ordonnance  of  the  picture,  or  the  dignity  and  truth  of  the  expreflion. 

Another  fmall  pidure,  in  which  a  Saint  is  reprefented  in  the  adl  of 
exorcifmg  a  poffefTed  boy,  is  in  my  opinion  ftill  much  more  beautiful. 
The  boy,  held  by  his  father,  throws  himfelf  back,  his  body  raifed  upon 
liis  toes,  his  arms  llretched  out,  and  raging,  and  his  whole  mien  and 
attitude  exhibiting  the  fymptoms  of  the  dreadful  conflid:.  Garrick 
objeded  to  a  famous  French  comedian,  who  perfonated  drunkennefs, 
that  his  legs  were  fober  :  the  legs  of  this  poffefled  boy  are  racked  by 
the  moft  deadly  cramp.  The  father  holds  him  with  effort,  but  with 
hope  :  the  weeping  mother  kneels  ;  and  fear  and  expedation  are  com- 
bsttin^j  in  the  countenances  of  the  fpedators.  Thefe  different  pafTions 
are  excellently  expreffed,  in  the  faces  of  two  boys  ;  one  of  whom  is  all 
animation  and  hope,  the  other  all  anxiety  and  dread. 

Behind  the  Saint  a  kneeling  monk  prays,  with  ardent  devotion.  The  ♦ 
Saint  himfelf  alone  is  perfedly  calm,  perfedly  certain  of  what  is  to 
follow,  and  this  calm  is  equally  expreffed  in  his  whole  attitude  and  in 
his  beautiful  and  placid  form.  He  opens  the  mouth  of  the  boy  with 
his  left  hand,  and  dips  the  right  in  the  oil  contained  in  a  iufpended 
iamp :  the  power  of  which  was  rendered  fanative  by  his  touch ;  or  which 
rather  v/as  the  vifible  fymbol  of  the  gift  of  working  miracles. 

'■  The  animation  of  the  paflions  is  expreffed  in  all  the  otlier  counte- 
Uaiices,  and  every  where  prevails  ;  modified  by  the  fagaclty  of  the  great 
painter,  the  flrength  of  whole  pencil  knew  the  pure  extent  of  the  line 
of  truth.  .Dominichino  was  as  €alm  as  the  Saint  he  pourtrayed.  He 
dohW'  ■  .  -[13:  Zz    :       .■juj  -iu  ^'^5 
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was  guilty  of  no  excefs,  of  no  wild  attitude,  mifreprefenting  life,  but 
every  where  communicated  the  heartfelt  glow  of  nature,  in  all  her  cha- 
radcrlftic  forms.  A  body  pofleiTed,  drawn  by  fuch  a  painter,  will  have 
geftures  which  many  of  the  modern,  and  particularly  of  the  French, 
artifts  fuppofe  are  common  to  the  paffions  of  common  life.  Excefs  is 
the  mark  of  weaknefs,  as  well  in  the  artift  as  in  the  man. 

The  whole  road,  between  Albano  and  Frafcati,  which  is  two  Italian 
miles  beyond  the  Grottaferrata^  abounds  in  pleafmg  variety;  and  leads 
through  woods,  where  different  kinds  of  trees  afford  different  kinds  of 
foliage. 

Frafcati  is  built  on  the  fide  of  a  woody  mountain,  which  is  about 
twelve  Italian  miles  from  Rome.  On  this  mountain  the  ancient  7///^ 
eulum  was  built ;  the  founding  of  which  is  afcribed  to  Telegonus^  wha 
according  to  fome  was  the  fon  of  Ulyffes  and  Circe,  and  according  to 
others  the  fon  of  T^elemachiu,  Fable  in  general  adds  to  the  antiquity 
ef  towns  ;  but,  if  the  opinion  of  Cluverius  be  true,  and  it  appears  to- 
be  well-founded,  this  fable  robs  Tufculum  of  three  hundred  years  of  its 
real  age  :  far  it  was  built  by  the  Pelafgi^  who  drove  the  Siculi  out  of 
Lattum  three  hundred  years  before  the  deflrudion  of  Troy. 

Tufculum  is  famous  in  the  Roman  hiflory  for  its  friendship  with 
Rome  ;  to  which  at  lafl  it  fell  a  facrifice,  as  happened  to  every  friend 
of  this  imperious  city.  It  boafts  of  having  produced  Cincinnatus,  and 
Cato,  the  Cenfor  ;  and  is  well  known,  to  every  reader  of  the  ancients^ 
for  having  been  the  country  refidence  of  Cicero  :  the  place  where  his 
much  loved  Tufculanum  flood,  after  which  he  has  named  one  of  his  im- 
mortal works. 

After  the  expulfion  of  the  Goths,  it  became  a  part  of  the  States  of 
the  Church ;  and  was  preferred,  by  the  Popes,  to  all  other  places  in  the 
vicinity  of  Rome,  Sufpedling  the  Romans,  Alexander  the  Third  re- 
tired to  this  place,  in  the  year  1 165 ;  and,  four  years  afterward,  aided 
by  the  people  of  Tufculum,  attacko^J  the  Ghibelines  in  Rome  :  which 

party 
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party  favoured  the  Emperor.  Tufculum  was  become  an  imperial 
town  when,  in  the  year  1 191,  Clement  the  Third,  by  an  agreement,, 
again  united  it  to  the  States  of  the  Church. 

The  hatred  of  the  Romans,  who  feared  that  the  Pope»  might  agaia 
retire  to  this  place,  induced  them  to  deftroy  Tufculum,  as  a  conquered 
town.  The  inhabitants  retired  to  the  ruins  of  one  of  their  fuburbs  ', 
among  the  groves  of  which  they  long  continued  to  live.  Hence  Fraf- 
cati  derived  its  name  :  for  Frafca^  in  Italian,  fignifies  a  leafy  bough. 
Lofty  pines,  that  grow  above  the  town  on  the  mountain,  point  out  the 
place  where  ancient  Tufculum  flood. 

Mod  of  the  moderns  fuppofe  the  place  where  a  Capuchin  monaftery 
{lands,  between  the  ruins  of  Tufculum  and  Frafcati,  to  have  been  the 
feat  of  the  Tufculanum  of  Cicero  :  but  Cluverius  is  of  opinion  that  it 
flood  where  the  prefent  Grotta  ferrata  flands. 

We  were  prevented  by  rainy  weather  from  vifiting  feveral  of  the 
famous  villas  in  Frafcati  ;  and  faw  none  but  the  Villa  Aldobrand'mu  I 
fliall  tell  you  nothing  of  the  cieling,  painted  by  the  Cavaliere  If  Ar- 
pino;  nor  yet  of  the  expenfive  toys  of  the  hydraulic  art,  which  by 
fome  have  been  fo  much  celebrated.  My  filence  is  inofFenfive.  I 
looked  round  me,  and  fcarcely  retain  a  tranfient  idea  of  what  I  faw» 

We  yellerday  palTed  through  feveral  galleries  at  Rome,  which  we 
had  not  vifited  when  we  were  there  in  the  winter.  Tile  following  pic- 
tures pleafed  me  the  mofl. 

IN  THE  PALAZZO  CHIGL 

A  battle-piece,  by  Salvator  Rofa.  All  the  terror  and  din  of  battle^ 
•yet  no  confufion  j  wildnefs  of  fancy,  yet  purity  of  ordonnance  ;  great 
ardor,  and  no  vacuity.  The  genius  of  Salvator  in  full  difplay.  A 
painter  of  no  genius  affects  wildnefs,  exaggerates  animation,  and  is 
more  infupportable  and  more  falfe  than  infipidity  itfelf.  But  the 
painter  of  mind  does  not  miflead  :  he  feizes  incidents,  and  objedts,  as 
they  a<^uaily  occur  ;  and  prefents  us  with  nature  fuch  as  fhe  is.     He 

is 
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Is  not  inflated  :  his  heat  does  not  fcorch  ;  it  is  now  mildly  warm,  now 
glows,  now  heams,  and,  like  the  fun,  enlightens  all  around.  This  bat- 
tle-piece is  full  of  harmony.  The  atmofphere  has  the  yellow  tone  of 
a  tempcfl: ;  and  blue  clouds  ride  at  a  diftance,  and  ily  round,  while 
hovering  eagles,  waiting  for  their  prey,  eye  the  bodies  of  the  flain. 

Several  landfcapes,  by  this  painter,  are  all  ftamped  by  the  charader 
ef  the  mafter.  His  horizon  is  inflamed  ;  and  frequently  the  trees  bend, 
and  fway,  before  the  frefh  breeze. 

I  have  fomewhere  read  an  anecdote  of  Salvator  Rofa,  for  the  tmth 
of  which  I  will  not  vouch  ;  though  I  think  it  not  improbable.  The 
tale  fays,  he  was  fond  of  wine  ;  and  that,  being  half  intoxicated,  he 
every  now  and  then  ran  to  his  work,  and  painted  with  great  fury  ; 
leaving  it  after  a  few  touches.  When  he  was  ibber,  he  recollected  what 
he  had  done,  fuppofed  he  had  fpoiled  his  pidure,  and  was  exceedingly 
rrieved  :  but,  going  to  examine  it,  he  found,  to  his  aftonifhment,  that, 
during  his  intoxication,  he  had  put  in  ftrokes  that  were  inimitably  ex- 
prefTive. 

Intoxication  like  this  denotes  much  power.  But  happy  is  the  man 
of '"^enius,  who  does  not  derive  the  animating  nedtarfrom  the  glafs. 

Of  the  ne^lar  prepared  by  Nature  herfelf  Claude  Lorrain  drank  deeply; 
by  whom  there  are  five  excellent  landicapes  in  this  gallery. 

A  Roman  Charity ;  and  a  Sleeping  Cupid  ;  both  by  Guido. 

Julio  Romano's  own  drawings  of  the  Battle  of  Conftantine,  in  the 
Vatican  ;  which  he  painted  under  the  infpection  of  Raphael. 

THE  PALAZZO  DORIA. 

The  colleclion  of  this  gallery  is  very  ample.  The  Romans  call  it  // 
bofco  de  t  qiiadri ;  or,  the  grove  of  pictures  :  The  works  of  the  moil 
famous  painters  being  to  be  found  there.  Here  are  many  of  the  land- 
fcapes of  Gafpard  Pouilin ;  and  fome  of  them  excellent.  This 
painter  poflefl'ed  much  truth  of  drawing,  but  lefs  of  colouring.  In 
many  of  his  landfcapes,  the  tone  is  unnaturally  clear ;  and  in   others 

unna- 
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unnaturally  gloomy.  He  evidently  affeaed  to  have  a  manner  of  his 
own.  This  is  an  affli^ing  quahty  ;  and  proper  only  to  inferiority  of 
genius.  The  French  are  not  only  mannerids  but  they  confider  that 
to  be  fo  is  a  mark  of  greatnefs  :  yet  they  frequently  fail  in  the  thing  at 
which  they  aim.  Claude  Lorrain,  who  was  entirely  free  from  this 
defed:,  mud  not  be  confidered  as  an  exception  :  becaufe,  in  his  time, 
the  country  that  gave  him  birth  was  not  a.  province  of  France :  he  was- 
a  German. 

Here  likewife  there  are  feveral  beautiful  landfcapes  by  Nicholas 
Pouffin  ;  tiie  great  hiflonral  painter.     ■• 

Two  landicapes,  by  Dominicliino  :  w^hich  are  beautiful,  and  remark- 
able for  having  been  painted  at  a  time  when  landfcape  was  yet  in.  its 
infancy  :  though  hiftory-painting  had  attained  its  prime  of  manhood»- 

The  laborious  finifhing  of  Rrughel  will'excite  the  aftonirhment  even 
of  thofe  who  take  no  pleafure  in  fuch  minute  vet  incelTant  induftrv. 
There  is  a  Paradife,  with  the  creation  of  birds  and  beafts,  by  him  in 
this  gallery;  and  his  w^orks  of  this  kind  are  mafterpieces. 

Pharaoh  and  his  army,  overwhelmed  in  the  Red  Sea  ;  by  Antonio 
Tempefta.  The  veins  in  the  marble,  felecfted  for  the  painting  of  this 
picture,  reprefent  the  rolling  of  the  billows. 

A  beautiful  Holy  Family  ;  by  Fra  Bartolomeo.^ 

The  Sacrifice  of  Ifaac  ;   by  Titian. 

St.  Agnes,  afcending  the  pile  to  martyrdom,  the  fagg-ots  of  which  be- 
gin to  burn  ;  by  Guercino. 

The  Virgin,  kneeling  at  prayer  before  the  fleeping  child,  Jefus;  by 
Guido.  The  colours  of  this  beautiful  pidlure  have  fuffered  from  time.; 
and,  being  placed  among  pid;ures  of  higher  colouring,  it  did.  not  ap- 
peaf  to  advantage. 

Some  portraits,  by  Abraham  Vandyke  *. 

Two  by  Rembrandt.     Great  as  this  painter  was,  he  yet  fuffers  by 

*  r  imagine  there  is  a  mlflake  ;.  and   that   the   great  Vandyke,  Anthony,  is  meant, 
Abraham  Vandyke  painted  chiefly  in  England,    T. 

I  the 
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the  fide  of  Vandyke.  Rembrandt  was  a  mannerift.  Vandyke, 
more  than  any  painter,  pofTefled  the  grand  art  of  prefenting  nature 
with  the  full  expreflion  of  life.  His  pictures  breathed.  He  was  like- 
wife  a  great  painter  of  hiftory  ;  and  communicated  to  his  portraits, 
which  were  always  painted  in  perfect  repofe,  the  dignity  of  the  liifto- 
rical  charader. 

The  father  confellor  of  Reubens  ;  by  Reubens  himfelf.  Vandyke 
learned,  from  this  his  great  mafter,  to  paint  nature,  with  all  her  anima- 
tion, and  truth,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  only  the  future  great  mafter  can 
learn. 

Holbein,  and  his  wife  :  two  portraits,  by  Holbein. 

A  beautiful  fmall  head  of  a  w^oman  ;  likewifeby  Holbein  :  a  very 
excellent  pi(fture. 

Four  mifers  ;  by  Albert  Durer :  a  mafter-piece  of  this  great  man. 
He  communicated  to  his  farcaftic  caricature  fo  much  pure  truth,  and 
combined  it  with  fo  deep  a  knowledge  of  character,  that,  bold  as  the 
traits  are,  you  fcarcely  can  call  them  caricature.  Raphael  highly 
venerated  Albert  Durer  ;  whofe  writings,  like  thofe  of  Leonardo  da 
Vinci,  are  the  code  of  the  art. 

A  Flight  into  Egypt  j  by  Nicholas  Pouflin  :  a  beautiful  pidure  ; 
but,  unfortunately  for  it,  you  foon  afterward  come  to  one  much  more 
beautiful,  by  Claude  Lorrain. 

Landfcapes,  by  Paul  Brill;  who  was  properly  the  father  of  landfcape- 
painting.  He  was  remarkable  for  truth  of  expreflion ;  and  for  his 
choice  of  the  beautiful.  His  pidures  abound  in  all  the  foft  harmony 
of  nature  :  the  offences  againft  which  fo  frequently  afEid  the  fpedator, 
in  many  a  famous  landfcape. 

The  Virgin  and  Child,  with  a  little  John  the  Baptift,  in  a  landfcape  ; 
by  Raphael.  Comparing  this  piece  by  Raphael  with  the  pidures 
around  it,  we  might  exclaim,  as  an  ancient  writer  once  did  of  a  young 
virgin, 

Alia  fonnofa^  ilia  ipfaferma  ejt. 

"  The  reft  are  beautiful,  fhe  is  beauty  itfelf." 
-    5  Perhaps 
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Perhaps  this  fine   gallery,  of  the  Palazzo  Doria,  has   been  called  // 
hofco  de  i  qiiadrl  from  the  many  landfcapes  that  it  contains. 

In  the  church  belonging  to  the  Camaldoli  monaftery,  of  San  Romo- 
aldo,  there  is  a  famous  altar-piece,  an  excellent  pidure,  painted  by  An- 
drea Sacchi.  Saint  Romoaldo  is  feated  under  a  tree,  inftrudino-  three 
monks  in  their  fpiritual  duties.  The  back-ground  is  allegorical. 
Monks  of  the  order  are  feen  climbing  a  fteep  mountain,  on  their 
afcent  to  heaven  ;  the  light  from  which  defcends  toward  the  foot  of 
the  mountain. 


LETTER     C. 


Rome,  5th  O£lober  1792. 

We  have  pafled  the  two  preceding  days  among  the  en- 
chanting fcenes  of  Tivoli ;  of  the  far-famed  cafcades  of  which  I  would 
rather  fend  innumerable  drawings  than  one  barren  defcription. 

Tivoli  is  feated  on  a  hill ;  and  is  watered  by  the  river  TeveronCy 
which  the  ancients  called  An'io,  Anie?i^  and  Anienus,  It  divided  Latlurn 
from  the  country  of  the  Sabines  ;  but,  though  the  ftream  ran  through 
the  middle  of  the  town,  it  was  allowed  wholly  to  belong  to  Latium. 
The  name  of  the  town  v/as  Tibiir ;  and,  according  to  the  general 
opinion,  it  was  built  by  Tibur  and  Catillus  :  two  Arcadians,  who  fol- 
lowed Evander  from  Greece  at  the  time  of  the  Trojan  war.  Cluve- 
rius,  who  is  perhaps  the  beft  of  the  antiquarians  of  Italy,  places  the 
founding  of  this  town  three  hundred  years  more  early  ;  and  afcribes  it 
to  the  Pelafgi^  who  were  driven  out  of  Latium  by  the  tribe  of  the  Si- 
culi,  that  afterward  gave  their  name  to  Sicily. 

Tibur  long  continued  to  refifl:  Rome,  in  its  infancy  :  the  diftance 
between  them  was  only  eighteen  Italian  miles. 

Vol.  II.  4  A  The 
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The  Teverone  courfes  between  hills  through  the  town  ;  and  there 
•forms  the  cofcata  :  or  the  great  water-fall.     It  has  loft  much  of  its  na- 
tural beauty  ;  becaufe  its  bed  has  been  deepened,  partly  to  guard  againft 
its  wild  torrents,   and  partly  to  form  mill-ftreams.     It  is  ftill  how^ever 
very  delightful. 

One  branch  of  it  in  particular  is  much  more  charming  than  the  reft  ; 
and  rufhes,  thundering  down,  through  the  hollows  of  the  rock  :  the 
fantaftic  forms  of  which  afford  profpeds  that  are  equally  grand  and 
beautiful.  The  over-arched  cliffs  are  hung  with  maiden-hair,  and 
covered  with  the  vigorous  vegetation  of  ftirubs,  and  trees  ;  which  the 
'mifts,  arifmg  from  the  dafhing  waters,  inceflantly  bedew. 

About  the  middle  of  the  cafcade  is  what  is  called  the  cave  of  Nep- 
tune; where,  from  rocks  that  are  overgrown  with  plants,  the  ftream, 
above  and  below,  is  heard  and  feen  to  rufh,  foam,  and  roar.  High  over 
this  ftands  the  circular  temple  of  Vefta  ;  the  fallen  part  of  which  is 
not  here  viiible,  while  its  Corinthian  colonnade  gives  it  a  moft  beau- 
tiful appearance.  Near  this  are  ruins  of  the  temple  of  the  Sibyl,  Al- 
bunea.  Whether  thefe  remains  belonged  to  the  temple  dedicated  to 
the  Sibyl  is  perhaps  very  difficult  to  determine  :  but  it  is  known  that 
fhe  was  worfhipped  here  ;  and  as  Horace  applies  the  epithet  of  refound- 
ing  to  her  name,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  her  temple  ftood  near 
the  waterfall. 


domus  Albunea  refonanlh. 

HoR.  lib.  I.  od.  vii. 

'■  Pure  AlhuheSs  far-refounding  fource. 

Francis. 

A  confid^rable  diftance  below  the  cavern  of  Neptune,  which  name 
was  given  it  by  the  French  painter,  Vernet,  there  is  a  narrow  difficult 
path,  that  leads  through  a  vineyard ;  where,  at  every  ftep,  new  beau- 
ties appear  ;  and  this  path  goes  from  the  waterfall  to  a  place  called  the 
grotto  of  the  Sirens.  Comprefled  and  narrowed  by  the  hollow^  rocks, 
^  that 
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that  are  embelUihed  hj  every  enchanting  objedl  which  form  and  foliage 
can  afford,  the  waters  foam,  and  thunder  with  a  din  that  feems  everv 
moment  to  increafe  ;  and,  falUng  through  the  hollow  cavities,  thev 
efcape  the  eye  the  more  fecurely  becaufe  the  edges  of  the  rock  are  ren- 
dered' flippery,  by  the  fpray,  and  will  not  fuffer  a  near  approach.  If 
you  turn  to  the  left,  you  fee  the  cafcade  from  above,  dalliing  downward 
into  the  grotto  of  Neptune,  and  rufhing  thence  in  divided  ftreams.  ff 
you  fliut  your  eyes  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  open  them  with  the 
greater  determination,  you  are  but  the  more  ftunncd  by  the  roaring  of 
the  falling  waters  :  the  ear  being  then  only  employed. 

Grand  however  as  the  roar  of  thefe  waters  is,  and  fublime  as  is  this 
fcenery,  they  muft  not  be  compared  to  the  more  grand,  the  more 
fublime,  fail  of  the  Rhine,  at  Laiiffeii  ;  where  terror  and  ecftacy  om- 
nipotently feize  on  the  ftunned,  dazzled,  and  amazed,  fpediator.  Not 
but  the  fantaftic  forms  of  the  round  and  hollowed  rocks  communicate 
to  this  waterfall  at  Tivoli  a  milder  terror,  a  more  facred  gloom,  and 
charms  that  are  all  its  own. 

There  is  a  pleafant  walk,  which  leads  from  the  heights  of  the  town 
through  a  fmiling  valley  ;  that  feparates  them  from  oppofite  heights, 
where  the  hills  are  ornamented  with  very  large  old  olive  trees.  Here 
at  a  place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  monaftery,  there  are  ruins  w^hrch 
are  faid  to  have  belonged  to  the  country-houfe  of  Horace.  Though- 
our  friend  Horace  appears  to  have  preferred  his  more  folitary  Sabine, 
country-feat,  ftill  it  is  certain  he  had  a  houfe  at  this  place.  We  are  ex- 
prefsly  told  this  in  the  fhort  account  which. Suetonius  has  given  us  of 
the  poet.  Befide,  with  what  affedion  does  he  frequently  fpeak  of 
Tibur  !  In  his  beautiful  Ode  to  Melpomene,  he  tells  us  that  thefe 
waters,  and  the  thick  foliage  of  thefe  groves,  fliould  form  the.  lyric 


poet.^ 


Sed  qua  Tibur  aqiics  fertile prafl'uunty 

Etfpijpe  nemorum  coma^ 
Fingent  /Eolio  carmine  mbilem* 

HoR.  lib.  iv.  od.  liK 
4A2 
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But  him,  the  dreams  which  warbling  flow 
Rich  Tibur's  fertile  vales  along, 
And  fliady  groves,  his  haunts,  fliall  know, 
The  mafterof  the  ^olian  fong. 

And  in  another  Ode,  where  the  poet  proves  hlmfelf  fo  fincere  a 
friend,  and  fo  capable  of  enjoying  the  charms  of  nature,  he  wilhes  to 
end  his  Ufe  in  Tibur. 

Tibur  Argcvo  pofitum  colono 

Sii  tnihijedes  utinam  jeueFix  \ 

Sit  modus  lajfo  marisy  ft  viarum, 

Militiaqi/e. 

HoR.  lib.  ii.  od.  ri. 

May  Tibur,  to  my  lateft  hours, 

AfFovd  a  kind  and  calm  retreat ; 

Tiburj  beneath  whofe  lofty  towers 

The  Grecians  fix'd  their  blifsful  feat ; 

There  may  my  labours  end,  my  wand'rings  ceafc, 

There  all  my  toils  of  warfare  reft  in  peace ! 

Francis. 

From  the  olive  groves  of  thefe  hills,  you  fee  the  cafcade  right  before 
you  ;  which,  in  comparifon  with  the  great  waterfall,  or  the  cafcata^  is 
called  cafcatelle  inaggiori :  or,  the  chief  of  the  little  waterfalls. 

The  ftream  here  divides  into  two  branches,  that  form  a  tongue  of 
land  ;  and  by  this  land  they  are  ftill  kept  feparate  when  they  fall 
down  into  the  valley  ;  by  this  variety  they  produce  a  cafcade  of  en- 
chanting beauty.  Thefe  fmall  arms,  now"  purling,  now  pouring,  join 
at  laft  in  one  grand  current;  that  winds  along  the  valley. 

Not  far  from  this  are  the  leiTer  cafcades  :  or  the  cafcatelle  piccole. 
They  are  only  called  little  comparatively ;  for  they  actually  confift  of 
great  waterfalls. 

Above  thefe  are  the  large  remains  of  the  prodigious  villa  of  Msece- 
nas.  This  villa,  through  which  the  arms  of  the  waterfall  rulh,  we 
vifited  in  the  evening ;  and  felt  a  pleafure  in  recoUeding  that  here,  in 
this  very  houfe,  Horace  frequently,  and  Virgil  not  feldora,  firfl  read 

2  their 
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their  immortal  works  to  the  friends  of  poetry.  A  boy,  in  an  apple 
tree,  plucking  the  ripe  fruit  from  trees  that  were  planted  below  in  the 
fertile  valley,  reminded  me  of  the  orchards  which  Horace  fung  ;  that 
were  bathed  by  the  fleeting  rivulets  : 

mobilihus poviaria  rtv'is. 


And  fruitful  orchards,  bathed  by  dudile  ilreams. 

Francis. 

The  wine  of  Tivoli  is  very  pleafant.  Horace  was  right  in  advifing 
his  friend  to  plant  the  vine  here,  in  preference  to  all  other  trees. 

Nullam^   Varey  facra  v'lte prius fevcris  arhorem 
Circa  mite  folum  Tiburis  et  nioefiia  Catili. 

Round  Catillus'  walls,  or  in  Tibur's  rich  foil, 
To  plant  the  glad  vine  be  my  Varus'  firft  toil. 

Francis, 

Large  foundations  are  flill  remaining,  oppofite  to  the  cafcatdh 
piccole  and  the  villa  of  Mxcenas,  which  are  fuppofed  to  have  belonged 
to  the  villa  of  Quindilius  Varus  ;  facing  which  alfo  i\iQ  pr^ceps  Anio^ 
or  headlong  Anio,  as  Horace  calls  it,  flows. 

From  one  point  of  view,  you  may  overlook  the  cafcatelle  magg'iori 
and  the  cafe  at  die  pic  cole. 

There  is  a  fmall  round  temple  not  far  from  the  villa  of  Msecenas, 
which  is  called  il  iempio  dclla  Tojfe  :  the  temple  of  the  goddefs  'Tujfis^, 
The  credulous  Romans,  who  ereded  a  temple  to  the  goddefs  Mephitis, 
w^hom  they  likewife  called  Graveolentia,  may  equally  have  perfonified 
and  worlhipped  this  difeafe  as  a  goddefs :  hoping  thus  to  efcape  her 
anger.  The  little  temple  is  circular,  and  has  a  hemifpherical  cupola, 
which  has  an  opening  at  the  top.  This  form  is  in  itfelf  pleafant ;  and 
the  numerous  fhrubs  that  grow  round  the  old  cupola  give  it  a  very 
charming  appearance. 

In  the  fmall  inconfiderable  town,  there  are  the  high  remains  of  the 

*  Tujfii  fignifies  a  cough. 

wall 
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wall  of  a  temple ;  probably  of  that  which  was  dedicated  to  Kercules^ 
and  which  was  famous  in  Latium. 

There  is  likewife  a  fe<3:ion  of  one  of  the  town  gates  of  the  ancient 
Tibur  ftill  Handing ;  and  mofaic  plaifter  is  ftill  preferved,  iix  a  little 
ftreet. 

Near  the  town  is  the  Villa  (TFJle ;  which  was  built  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  fixteenth  century,  by  Cardinal  IppolitQ  d' EJle ;  and  now 
belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Modena,  the  laft  male  branch  of  this  famous 
femily.  The  building  is  large,  but  it  is  beginning  to  decay.  The 
garden  was  laid  out  by  the  celebrated  Le  Notre ;  who  introduced  the 
French  tafte  in  the  art  of  gardening  through  all  Europe,  during  the  laft 
century.  Tall  pines,  plane-trees,  and  the  largeft  cyprefs  trees  I  ever 
faw,  ftill  embellifli  tliis  garden;  and  muft  have  been  planted  by  Le 
Notre. 

You  know  that  the  French,  having  fome  years  ago  become  weary 
of  their  infipid  gardens,  began  to  change  them  into  Englifh  parks. 
But  they  did  not  ftop  there.  Having  no  feeling  of  firaplicity,  or  of 
the  ferious  Englifh  charader,  gloomy  as  it  appeared  to  them,  they  ftill 
were  willing  to  exceed  it :  for  which  reafon,  as  I  have  been  told  by  an 
eye  witnefs,  they  hav^  planted  dead  trees  in  the  beautiful  gardens  of 
Ermeiionville  :  pour  infpirer  la  philofophie  *  /  A  true  pidture  of  their 
prefent  philofophy  ;  and  of  the  morals  of  their  atheifts,  who  already 
compare  Rouffeau  to  a  tree  without  root,  or  fruit.. 

Brutus  and  Caffius  had  villas  at  Tivoli ;  the  great  remains  of  which 
we  vifited.  Their  grandeur  affords  an  idea  of  the  luxury  of  the  Ro- 
mans in  thofe  times  ;  when  men,  who  defervedly  are  called  the  laft  of 
the  Romans,  inhabited  fuch  prodigious  palaces. 

Thefe  two  brothers-in-law,  friends,  and  chiefs  of  the  confpiracy 
againftthe  tyrant,  lived  a  quarter  of  a  league  diftant  from  each  other. 
Beneath  thefe  fliady  walks  they  probably  converfed  of  the  great  events 
of  the  Roman  worlds    In  this  country-feat,  the  noble  Brutus  frc- 

*  T.o  infpirc  philofophy. 

quentif 
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quently  perhaps  retired  from  his  cares,  to  enjoy  the  fociety  of  his 
Portia,  and  his  friends  ;  and  to  hold  fweet  intercourfe  with  the  mighty 
dead.  Here  he  could  delight  himfelf  with  the  beautiful  profped  ;  and 
well  might  turn  his  eye  from  the  dufty  plains  of  Rome,  that  he  might 
view  the  woody  mountains  of  Tiifculitm,  on  the  left ;  or  the  hills  that 
lie  on  the  right :  beyond  which  the  high  Sora&c  rifes. 

I  was  much  lefs  interefted  by  the  vaft  remains  of  the  villa  of  Adrian. 
Much  may  ftill  be  feen  of  a  theatre  :  but  I  cannot  conjecture  the  ufe 
of  a  fpacious  circular  place,  furrounded  by  a  lofty  wall. 

In  Italy,  the  dubious  ruins  of  antiquity  are  daringly  pronounced 
upon.  They  call  this  place  the  Naumachia.  It  is  true  there  are  traces 
of  feats,  for  fpedators ;  and  niches  over  them,  on  which  it  is  probable 
that  ftatues  were  placed.  Others  fuppofe  this  to  have  been  an  amphi- 
theatre ;  and  I  fhould  be  furprifed  if  a  grand  imperial  villa  had  been 
built  and  left  unprovided  with  a  place  for  the  fanguinary  fpe<3:acle  of 
combats  between  wild  beafts,and  the  conflids  of  more  murderous  men. 
But  the  ruins  of  walls  within  the  place  are  a  proof  that  it  was  neither 
intended  for  a  naufnachia  nor  for  an  amphitheatre. 

A  much  greater  place  was  probably  appropriated  to  racing,  or  to  a 
riding-houfe  :  or,  if  not,  it  might  ferve  for  the  excrcifing  of  the  Prseto- 
rian  guard. 

Our  all-wife  antiquarians  have  not  fuffered  the  ruins  of  temples  that 
ftand  here  to  continue  undefcribed.     They  can  tell  us  in  which  tribune 
or  half  rotunda,  which  likewife  had  the  name  of  Schola^  the  Stoics 
or  the  Platonifts,  held  difcourfe. 

For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  impoflible  to  know  the  ufe  of  each  of 
tliefe  divifions  :  efpecially  in  a  building  in  which  Adrian  was  defirous 
of  colleding  all  that  had  chiefly  delighted  him  in  Greece,  Afia,  and 
Egypt.     Adrian  ;  a  man  of  underftanding,  but  full  of  fantaftic  whims. 

I  thought  the  large  ruins  of  a  building  more  remarkable,  which, 
according  to  the  inequality  of  the  ground  on  which  it  flood,  conlifted 
fometimes  of  two  and  fometimes  of  three  flories.     The  general  opi- 
nion. 
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nion,  that  It  was  inhabited  by  the  Praetorian  Cohort,  which  ferved  as 
the  body  guard,  1  conilder  as  indubitable.  It  is  divided  into  high 
chambers ;  each  of  which  is  nine  paces  long,  and  feven  broad.  Open- 
ings between  them  have  been  made,  in  modern  times :  though  for- 
merly thefe  chambers  had  no  interior  communication  with  each  other. 
The  windows  muft  have  ferved  them  for  doors  ;  and,  as  there  was  a 
moat  dug  on  that  fide  of  the  building  which  had  windows,  the  foldiers 
could  only  leave  the  lower  ftory  by  paffing  over  a  bridge;  and  the 
upper  by  defcending  a  ladder.  It  is  probable  that  they  were  draw- 
bridges ;  and  that  the  ladders  were  placed  at  flated  times.  Unfortu- 
nate ages  !  In  which  an  Emperor  like  Adrian,  who  Vv^as  not  a  tyrant, 
rhe  fucceflbr  of  the  meritorious  Trajan,  who  had  been  preceded  by  the 
good  Nerva,  was  obliged  to  take  precautions  fo  gloomy  ! 

The  w^alls  of  thefe  houfes  for  the  foldiers  are  doubled  :  fo  that  there 
is  a  fmall  fpace  between  them,  affording  a  paflage  to  the  air.  This 
was  a  very  rational  precaution  ;  and  deferves  to  be  imitated  in  our 
country,  where  the  humidity  of  the  air  is  fo  frequently  noxious. 

The  hills  round  Tivoli  are  chiefly  covered  with  olive  trees  :  though 
other  trees  are  found  among  them,  the  various  and  verdant  foliage  of 
which  refrefhes  the  eye.  Among  them,  we  chiefly  meet  with  the 
cercis  filiqiiaftriim  :  or  Judas  tree  :  on  which  I  found,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  ripe  feed  and  the  beautiful  red  flower  in  bloom.  I  met  with 
different  plants  which  I  had  feen  no  where  elfe  :  the  feeds  of  which  I 
have  coUedled.  It  will  give  me  great  fatisfad:ion  if  fome  of  the  many 
feeds  that  I  fhall  bring  home  with  me  fhould  hereafter  profper  in  Ger- 
many. My  fon  found  fome  ripe  feeds  of  the  caper  ;  with  the  beauti- 
ful bloom  of  which  I  hope  to  make  you  acquainted.  This  feed  is  but 
feldora  met  with,  becaufe  the  buds  are  fo  carefully  plucked. 
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Rome,  8tH  October  1792, 

.N  the  church  called  Tr'mita  de  i  Mont't^  there  is  an  excellent 
pamting  in  frefco,  by  Danielle  di  Volterra  ;  the  fubjed  of  which  is 
thedefcentof  Chrift  from  the  crofs.  It  is  thought  to  be  one  of  the 
moil  famous  paintings  in  the  world,  and  is  truly  of  extraordinary 
beauty :  particularly  the  Virgin  in  a  fwoon,  though  perhaps  fhe  looks 
rather  too  much  as  if  fhe  were  dead,  and  the  beautiful  group  of  the 
weeping  women.  Still  I  confefs  that  the  defcent  from  the  crofs  in  oil 
colours,  by  the  fame  great  mafter,  which  is  in  the  poflefTion  of  Ange- 
lica KaufFman,  appears  to  me  of  even  higher  excellence.  It  is  aftonifh- 
ingly  well  preferved  ;  and,  by  the  mere  aid  of  a  good  varnifli,  looks  as 
frelh  and  as  youthful  as  if  it  had  juft  been  taken  from  the  eafel  of  the 
painter. 

Of  all  the  Italian  artifts  of  the  prefent  age,  Canova,  a  Venetian,  now 
Hving  at  Rome,  is  the  man  who  bed  maintains  the  fame  of  Roman 
art.  I  know  no  fculptor  whofe  works  fo  nearly  approach  the  great 
mafler-pieces  of  antiquity;  and  willingly  acknowledge  that  I  prefer 
forne  of  his  performances  to  the  admired  fiatues  of  Michael  Angelo, 
To  uncommon  affiduity  he  unites  uncommon  genius  ;  and  boldnefs  of 
conception  with  the  rare  gift  of  feizing  nature,  pure  as  fhe  is,  in  her 
moit  fignificant  attitudes,  and  mofl:  perfe^fl  forms.  He  Is  thirty-three 
years  of  age  ;  and  his  charader,  by  all  who  know  him,  is  allowed  to 
be  dignified,  and  amiable.  The  monuments  of  the  two  laft  Popes,, 
Rcz-zonico  and  GanganeUi^  are  both  by  his  hand. 

I  faw  many  plaifter  models  by  him,  in  his  workfhop,  and  marble 
ftatues  ;  fome  begun,  and  fome  finifhed.  I  thought  a  group  of  DrX^da- 
lus  and  Icarus  uncommonly  beautiful.  Dsedalus  has  begun  to  fafben 
the  wings  on  the  fhoulders  of  his  fon  :  while  the  boy  turns  his  head 
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and  looks  at  them,  with  the  joyful  pleafure  of  youthful  impatience. 
The  father  confiders  his  work,  with  an  air  that  is  equally  expreffive  of 
the  penetrating  eye  of  the  artift  and  the  anxiety  of  the  father.  Feel- 
ings like  thefe  appear  to  me  much  m.ore  diflicult  to  convey  than  thofe 
of  violent  paffion  :  efpecially  becaufe,  in  the  latter,  it  will- be  more 
eafy  for  the  artift  to  deceive  in  proportion  as  it  is  difficult  to  know 
what  is  the  exaft  truth.  This  excellent  group  was  a  performance  of 
Cmova  before  he  was  eighteen. 

The  monument  of  Pope  Rezzonico,  by  him,  in  St.  Peter's  church, 
is  lately  completed  ;  and  eclipfes  every  other  monument  of  the  Popes, 
in  this  church. 

In  the  church  of  St.  Jerome,  there  is  a  picture  by  Dominichino  ; 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be  one  of  the  bed:  in  Rome.  The  fubje6t  is  St. 
Jerome,  adminiflering  the  facrament  to  a  dying  perfon.  A  young  m.an 
ibnds  behind  the  faint,  with  a  chalice  ;  and  a  youth,  at  the  back  of  the 
dying  perfon,  in  deep  and  fmcere  afflidion.  Several  other  counte- 
nances, and  attitudes,  denote  varieties  of  grief  or  of  devotion.  The 
dying  man  appears  to  collet  his  remaining  powers  for  this  folemn 
moment ;  and  the  countenance  of  St.  Jerome  teftities  pure  love,  and 
dignified  fandity.  Of  the  furrounding  perfons  he  has  no  knowledge. 
His  thoughts  are  fixed  on  God,  and  on  the  penitent;  whom,  in  the 
pangs  of  death,  he  wifhes  to  prepare  for  his  entrance  into  eternity. 
'  Nicholas  Pouffin  ufed  to  lay  that  the  Transfiguration  of  Chrift,  by 
Raphael,  this  St.  Jerome,  by  Dominichino,  and  th^  Defcent  from  the 
crofs,  bv  Volterra,  were  the  moft  beautiful  of  all  pidures  *.  Pouflin 
-was  accuftomed  to  call  Dominichino  fimply  the  Painter. 

This  epithet  properly  belongs  to  none  fo  truly  as  to  Raphael.  Ke 
may  be  called  the  Painter  :  as  the  Greeks  frequently  called  Homer 
THE  Poet. 

*  Not  tliat  Defcent  from  the  crofs  which  is  now  in  the  church  of  Triuiia  de  i  I^Io/itl ; 
but  the  other,  in  oil  colours,  vvliich  ufed  to  hang  in  the  refe£lory  of  the  monafiery  near 
the  Place  del  Fopoloy  and  which  now  is  in  the  pofleffion  of  Angelica  Kauffmai:in. 

The 
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The  ceiling  of  a  hall  of  the  Palazzo  Farneft  is  painted  by  Annlbal 
Caracci ;  and  the  fubje6ls  are  entirely  mythologicaL  It  is  excellently 
painted  ;  and  with  that  povrer  which  charadterized  this  artift  :  from 
w^hom  however  we  muft  not  expe£t  the  breathing  foul  of  Domini- 
chino,  and  ftiil  lefs  of  Raphael.  Caracci  was  eight  years  in  complet- 
ing this  famous  \York  ;  for  which  the  proprietor  paid  him  by  the  ell. 
It  is  faid  that  the  chagrin  which  this  gave  him  occafioned  the  death  of 
the  painter. 

In  the  Vila  Doria  there  is  a  fmall  houfe,  which  Raphael  ufed  fre- 
quently to  inhabit  in  fummer,  on  the  ceiling  of  the  great  chamber  of 
which  there  are  fome  paintings,  and  light  arabefc  ornaments  on  the 
walls  :  all  by  the  playful  fportive  not  to  be  millaken  hand  of  the 
m  after. 

The  prefent  pofleftbr  of  the  garden  of  this  villa  has  intended  to  lay 
it  out  in  the  manner  of  the  Englifh  ;  and  we  are  indebted  to  him  for  a 
variety  of  plants  and  ilirubs,  and  for  many  fpacious  walks  ilieltered  by 
the  branching  unlopped  trees :  but  falfe  tafte  frequently  offends  the  eye 
of  thole  who  neither  love  a  flaming  Vefuvius  in  miniature,  nor  any 
ether  fantaftic  and  no  lefs  childllli  imitations. 

Even  in  the  beautiful  garden  of  the  Villa  Borghcfe  there  are  novelties 
which  I  diflike.  Among  others,  tliere  is  a  fniall  farm  v/hich  has  the 
form  and  air  of  a  fortrefs,  on  the  door  of  v/hich  is  the  infcription  Olia 
tiita :  Leifure,  or  rather  Idlenefs,  fecure.  Security  in  a  fortrefs  is 
dubious.  Idlenefs  is  not  the  character! (lie  of  the  place  :  nor  is  a  2"ar- 
dtn  its  proper  fituation, 

A  fmall  newly  erefled  ruin  is  equally  difpleafing.  Are  there  not 
enough  of  adiual  ruins  in  Rome  ?  Or  fhould  a  deception  of  walls 
tumbling  down  fuggefl  painful  affociations  to  a  man  who  is  taking  a 
contemplative  walk  ? 

In  tlie  Villa  Fanfdi^  there  is  a  fpacious  pleafing  verdant  plot  of 
ground,   furrounded    by  tall  pines   and  containing  a  v/holc  grove   of 
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thefe  trees.     I  never  fiiw   more  beautiful  weeping-willows  than  there 
are  near  a  pool,  in  this  villa. 

We  have  vifited  our  good  countryman,  Trippel,  in  his  workfhop. 
I  fay  our  countryman :  for  v^'here  is  the  worthy  German  who  does  not 
think  it  an  honour  to  him  that  the  Swifs  are  likewife  Germans  ? 

Trippel  is  highly  efteemed  in  Rome.  Among  other  grand  works 
of  this  great  ilatuary,  I  was  particularly  pleafed  with  a  Milo  ;  repre- 
fented  at  the  mom.ent  when  his  left  arm  is  imprifoned  in  the  cleft  of  the 
tree,  while  with  his  right  he  is  defending  himfelf  againft  an  aflaulting 
lion.  It  were  to  be  wiilied  that  the  artift  would  execute  this  fubje6t 
in  large.  Fev\^  ideas,  in  mj  mind,  are  capable  of  fuch  bold  and  dig- 
nihed  expreffion  as  that  of  a  man,  vA^o,  as  we  are  told  by  hiftory,  was 
not  only  an  athletic  wreftler  but  a  great  general,  exhibited  at  the  mo- 
ment when  he  combats  a  lion  with  one  arm,  while  aflaulted  by  the 
pain  which  the  quick  clofing  of  a  tree,  crufliing  his  other,  muft  inflid:, 

Gmelin,  a  German,  to  an  ardent  love  of  nature,  and  a  line  tafte  for 
feletling  the  beautiful,  adds  the  gift  of  excellently  exprefTmg  his 
thoughts.  He  has  vifited  many  of  the  mod  charming  countries  of 
Italy  ;  efpcclaliy  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples ;  which  he  has  drawn,  and 
in  part  engraved.  He  annually  publiflies  a  certain  number  of  thefe 
engravings;  and  thus  brings  many  of  the  friends  cf  nature  acquainted 
with  the  grand  features  of  Italy.  His  talents  do  him  much  honour  j 
and  his  worth  and  condud:  in  life  ftill  more. 
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Lorctto,  1  2tli  Oclober  1792. 

E  left  Rome  early  on  the  9th  of  October ;  and  came  in 
the  forenoon  to  the  former  territories  of  the  Veiejttes^  whofe  chief  city- 
was  Veil :  which,  after  a  ten  years  fiege,  was  taken  by  the  great  Camil- 
las ;  who  became  ftill  more  celebrated  afterward,  by  his  vi6lory  over 
the  Gauls  that  befieged  the  Capitol, 

We  then  palTed  through  Civita  Cajlellana :  the  ancient  Falifcum  : 
which  was  befieged  by  the  fame  general.  A  fchool-mafler,  who 
hoped  to  make  his  fortune  by  treachery,  frequently  led  the  principal 
youths  of  the  Fal'ifct  out  of  the  town  ;  under  the  pretext  of  taking 
them  to  walk:  and  in  this  manner,  at  laft,  delivered  them  up  to  the 
Romans.  But  Camillus  difdained  fucli  a  conqueft.  He  tied  the  hands 
of  the  traitor  behind  him,  gave  each  of  the  boys  a  rod,  and  thus  drove 
him  back  into  the  town.  Moved  by  the  heroic  acTiicn  of  the  Roman 
the  Falifcl  furrendered  to  Camillus  *. 

Nepete^  through  which  we  fliortly  afterward  pafled,  belonged  to 
Falifcum.  Ic  is  now  called  Nep'i.  The  Vckiites  and  the  Faltfci  were 
Etrurian  tribes  :  for  ancient  Etruria  extended  much  farther,  to\'v>ard  the 
fouth,  than  modern  Tufcany  does. 

About  forty  Italian  miles  from  Rome,  vre  left  the  mountain  called 
San  Silve/iro^  the  ancient  Soraclc^  Vv'hich  we  had  feen  from  Rome,  be- 
hind us  on  the  right.  Though  it  is  not  very  lofty,  it  is  feen  to  a  great 
diftance  ;  becaufe  from  there  to  Rome  there  is  a  continual  declivity : 
nor  is  itconnevflcd  v.'ith  the  other  mountains,  which  here  terminate  the 
horizon,  but   ftands   detached.     It   rifes  on  each  fide  like   the  lower 
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fedlon  of  a  pyramid,  is  craggy  on  the  top,  and  has  a  refemblance  in 
its  form  to  Epoineo,  and  Mount  Vefuvius.  On  the  fide  that  we  paffed 
there  is  a  deep  rocky  valley,  which  refembles  the  bed  of  a  crater.  Thefe 
marks  lead  me  to  Cufpedi  that  San  SilveJIro^  in  remote  ages,  was  a  vol- 
cano. The  country  is  pleafant,  and  is  covered  with  fiocks  of  an  ex- 
cellent kind  of  large  fi^ieep  :  but,  as  far  as-I  could  judge  at  this  feafon  of 
the  year,  the  lands  appear  to  be  ill-cultivated. 

Oiricoli^  and  Narni^  are  two  ancient  towns  ;  that  were  called  Ocr't^ 
culum^  and  Narnla ;  and  both  belonged  to  the  Umbri.  Narnia  took  its 
name  from  the  river  Nar ;,  called  by  the  modern  Italians  Nera^  and 
Negro,  It  runs  below  tlie  tovv'n,  the  fituation  of  which  is  high.  Im- 
mediately facing  the  towm,  there  are  the  large  remains  of  a  great  ftone 
bridge  ;  one  entire  arch  of  Vv^hich,  on  the  iide  next  Narni,  is  ftill  ftand- 
ing.  Oppofite  to  this  is  a,  half  arch  ;  and  large  remains  of  pillars  in 
the  river. 

The  ftream  meanders  through  the  fmiling  plain-;  which  is  encircled 
and  over-topped  by  the  woody  Apennines.  Looking  through  the 
Handing  arch,  of  the  ancient  bridge,  which  was  the  work  of  Auguftus^ 
you  have  a  view  of  a  half-dark  valley,  that  is  fituated  between  the 
neighbouring  mountains.  On  the  right,  there  is  a  modern  humble 
bridge  ;  which,  by  its  contrail:  vv'ith  the  ruins  of  its  predeceiTor,  is 
plcturefque.  Poplars  and  other  trees,  round  Vv'hich  the  vine  throws 
its  tendrils,  ffouri(h  in  the  plain. 

We  paiTed  through  this  valley  on  our  road  to  Terni ;  where,  in  the 
market,  we  met  with  two  muficians  :  one  of  whom  played  on  a  man- 
doline, and  the  other  on  tlie  fyrinx  of  the  ancients  :  fuch  as  v^'e  find  it 
defcribed  by  tlie  Poets.  We  like  wife  fee  it  on  antique  flatues,  and  bafft 
relievi.  It  was  the  inftrument  of  Ihepherds,  of  Satyrs^  Faun?,  Pan,  and 
the  Cyclops  Polyphemus.  Tlie  difference  that  I  remarked  between  the 
ancient  and  the  modern  fyrinx  is  that  the  former  confifted  of  nine 
pipes,  of  unequal  length  ;  which  generally  were  cemented  together  by 
waxj  and  the  latter  of  twenty-fix,  which   were  tied   to  each  other 
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with  threads.  The  largeft  of  thefe  tubes  might  be  about  fix  inches 
long  ;  and  the  fmalleft  fcarcely  an  inch.  At  a  certain'  diilance,  tlie 
accompaniment  of  the  fyrinx  to  the  mandoline  was  not  amifs  :  but 
more  near  it  was  harfli,  and  ofFenfive. 

'Terni  is  the  ancient  Interamna ;  and  was  tlie  birtli-Dlacc  of  the  r^reat 
hiftorian  Tacitus. 

We  hired  Uttle  carriages,  to  vifit  the  famous  waterfall  near  Terni ; 
v;hich  is  called  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  La  caduta-ddle  Mar- 
mori.  It  is  the  water  of  the  river  Vellno  :  which  forms  a  lake,  and 
again  purfuing  its  courfe  falls  into  the  Nera.  The  road  to  the  water- 
fall is  cut  in  the  rocky  mountain.  The  v/hole  country  much  refembles 
Switzerland  :  except  that  the  tall  vine,  and  the  olive  tree  round  which 
it  twines,  are  tokens  of  the  milder  climate  of  Italy.  The  mountains 
are  wild  and  fantadic,  yet  friendly  in  their  wildnefs ;  and  the  deep 
valley,  through  which  the  Nera  ilreams,  noify  after  its  fall,  has  fo 
many  charms  that  the  attention  is  frequently  turned  from  the  grand 
fpediacle  of  the  cafcade  itfelf. 

The  water  falls  thundering,  among  the  rocks  that  are  overfpread  with 
foliage  ;  and  its  fall  is  deeper  than  either  the  cafcade  of  Tiv.oli  or  the 
fall  of  the  Rhine  at  Laufen  :  but  the  latter  is  more  grand  in  its  breadth, 
more  impetuous  in  its  plenitude,  miore  furging,  mifty,  and  thunder- 
ing, than  either  of  thefe  of  Italy.  The  peculiar  beauty  of  this  water- 
fall, at  Terni,  is  derived  from  the  uncommon  charms  of  the  country. 
A  few  hundred  paces  from  the  fall,  there  is  a  fniall  bye  way ;  that 
leads  among  high  walls  of  rock,  immediately  to  where  the  impetuous 
fliream  is  tumbling.  This  broad  deep  fall  is  the  largeil  in  Italy;  and, 
if  I  am  not  mifiaken,  the  fecond  in  Europe. 

Cicero  informs  us  that  M.  CuriusDentatus,  after  he  had  conquered 
the  Sabines,  widened  the  bed  of  the  river,  in  order  to  dry  up  the 
marfnes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Velinus.  Thefe  marfiies 
were  called,  after  the  little  town  of  Reate^  the  Reat'nicd  pahides :  or 
marflies  of  Reale,     The  river  Velinus  derives  its  name  from  the  Greek 

word 
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word  hek :  ra  e/\>i  :  which  Hgnifies  marflies.  The  goddefs  I^elia^  the 
ancient  Goddefs  of  thefe  marfhes,  had  a  temple  and  a  grove  dedicated 
to  her,  in  the  triangle  which  is  formed  by  the  jimdion  of  the  two 
rivers. 

The  lake  of  Velinus,  from  the  Latin  word  fucus,  a  confecrated 
grove,  is  now  called  Lago  pre  d'l  luco:  the  lake  at  the  foot  of  the  grove. 

Thefe  mountains  are  clothed  with  varieties  of  trees,  fhrubs,  and 
plants  ;  and  here,  as  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  Bochetta,  near  Ge- 
noa, we  faw  the  beech  tree  growing  wild. 

The  whole  way  from  Terni  to  Spoleto  is  among  the  woody  Apen- 
nines; v^hich  decline  immediately  as  you  approach  Spoleto;  and  the 
country  is  nniverfally  of  the  higheft  beauty.  The  kind  of  oak  which 
the  ancients  called  (^fcidus^  and  which  Linnaeus  names  iht.  quercus  i^f- 
culusy  here  attains  a  fuperior  growth.  The  bark  is  dark-coloured,  a 
little  fcaly  like  our  oak,  and  the  leaf  islefs.  Its  ancient  name,  csfcidus^. 
Is  no  doubt  a  corruption  of  the  word  efcukntus  :  or  eatable.  It  was 
natural  for  the  ancients  to  call  the  tree  qiiercus  efculejitiis^  the  fruit  of 
"which  was  far  lefs  acrid  than  our  acorn ;  and  which  is  ftill  eaten,  in 
many  parts  of  Italy,  by  the  common  people  :  who  roaft  it  in  oil.  It 
is  alfo  highly  probable  that  this  is  the  Chaonian  acorn,  which  the 
Greeks  tell  us  was  the  food  of  the  firft  men.  In  remote  ages,  before 
agriculture  was  underftood,  the  inhabitants  of  Greece  and  Italy  may 
have  preferred  this  to  other  wild  fruits. 

Terni  contains  about  nine  thoufand,  and  Spoleto  twelve  thoufand^ 
inhabitants.  Spoleto  early  became  a  Roman  colony  ;  and  in  ancient 
times  was  called  Spokthim,  After  the  vidlory  of  the  lake  of  Thrafy- 
mene,  Hannibal  attacked  the  town  ;  but  vx^as  driven  back  with  confi- 
derable  lofs  by  the  inhabitants  :  from  which,  according  to  the  remark 
of  Livy*,  he  concluded  how  difficult  an  undertaking  it  v>^ould  be  to 
fcize  on  Rome  ;  fmce  one  of  its  colonies  was  capable  of  fo  much  re- 
fiftaiice. 

*  Lh'.  xxii.  9. 

Iri 
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la  commemoration  of  this  fortunate  defence,  one  of  the  gates  of  the 
tov/n  has  preferved  the  name  o^  La  Fuga  :  or  the  Flight. 

The  duchies  of  Spoleto  and  Benevento,  although  the  laft  is  fituated 
much  more  to  the  fouth,  between  Avellino  and  Capua,  were  governed 
in  the  middle  ages  by  the  fame  Princes,  whofe  names  are  not  un- 
known to  hiftory. 

There  is  a  large  and  celebrated  bridge  at  Spoleto  ;  of  which  it  is 
doubted  whether  it  were  the  work  of  the  Romans  or  of  the  Goths : 
but  we  did  not  fee  it,  for  night  approached  as  we  entered  the  town. 

This  doubt  makes  it  probable  to  me  that  it  was  built  by  fome  King 
of  the  Goths.  A  Roman  w^ork  would  not  be  overclouded  by  the 
doubts  of  fdence.  Italy  is  indebted  to  the  Goths  for  many  great 
works,  many  noble  inftitutions,  and  the  revival  of  agriculture;  which, 
from  the  vices  of  the  Romans  and  the  luxury  of  their  chiefs,  had 
begun  to  decay  in  the  times  even  of  the  Republic  ;  when  the  country- 
feats  and  gardens  of  their  debauched  and  infatiable  grandees  left  but 
little  land  for  the  plough.  The  devaftations  committed  by  the  Trium- 
viri, and  the  political  generofity  of  the  tyrants,  who  fupplied  the  Ro- 
man people  with  corn  from  Sicily,  Egypt,  and  the  provinces  of  Africa, 
gave  agriculture  its  laft  blow.  The  thanks  of  Italy  are  ftill  more 
deeply  due  to  the  Goths  for  returning  calm  and  chaftity  of  manners. 
We  have  often  been  led  to  confider  them  as  barbarians  ;  but  I  am  of 
'the  opinion  of  a  modern  writer,  who  tells  us  that  the  time  in  which 
the  Goths  governed  Italy  was  one  of  the  mofl  happy  epochas  of  this 
country. 

The  temple  of  the  Clitumnian  Jupiter  flood  between  Spoleto  and  Fo- 
ligno,  near  the  river  Cl'itummis^  the  modern  CUionno^  in  a  very  charm- 
ing country. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  ancients  that  the  water  of  this  river  pof- 
fefled  the  quality  of  making   the  cattle  that  fed  on   its   banks  white. 
Virgil,  in  his  beautiful  eulogium  on  Italy,  fays, 
Vol.  II.  4  C  Him 
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Hinc  hellator  equus  campo  fefe  ardutis  infert ; 
Hific  albi,  CUtuwne^  g^^g^^i  ^i  'maxima  tauria 
ViBimayfape  tuo  ptrfuji  Jlumwefacro^ 
Romanos  ad  templa  Deiim  duxere  triumphos  *. 

ViRG.  Georg.  il,  145, 

The  warrior  horfe  here  bred,  is  taught  to  train  : 
"There  flows  Clitumnus  through  the  flow'ry  plain  ; 
Whofe  waves,  for  triurap'is  after  profp'rous  war, 
The  victim  ox,  and  fnowy  Iheep  prepare. 

Dryden,  v.  200. 

At  FoUgni^  formerly  Fulghi'uim^  an  ancient  town  of  the  Umhri^  we 
faw  a  fuperb  pldure,  by  Raphael,  at  the  cloifter  of  St.  Ann  ;  belong- 
in"-  to  the  Francifcan  Nuns.  The  Holy  Virgin  and  the  Divine  Infant 
are  fufpended  in  the  clouds.  The  Mother  and  the  Child  are  both  full 
of  thofe  heavenly  graces  which  Raphael,  and  Raphael  only,  kne'A  how 
to  bellow.  John  the  Bapiift  ftands  below  on  the  right ;  and  Saint 
Francis  of  AJfiJfuim  kneels  by  his  fide.  Saint  Jerome  is  on  the  left^ 
and  lays  his  left  hand  on  the  man  for  whom  Raphael  painted  the  pic- 
ture ;  w^ho  kneels.  This  man,  and  the  two  Saints,  are  praying  to  the 
-Child;  each  with  a  diverfified  exprefTion  of  ardent  piety.  John  the 
Baptift  raifes  his  right  arm,  and  appears  to  preach  with  animation  ;  an 
angel  ftands  in  the  middle,  in  the  form  of  a  young  winged  boy,  hold- 
ing a  fjroU  in  his  hand.  This  was  probably  the  portrait  of  one  of  the 
children  of  the  owner  of  the  pi£lure  ;  and  may  be  reprefented  as  having 
infcribed  the  names  of  his  father  and  the  faints  in  the  book  of  life.  I 
can  conceive  no  other  ufe  for  the  fcrolL 

The  road  from  Foligni  to  Loretto  is  delightful,  by  the  numerous 
beauties  of  the   landfcapes  it  affords ;  and  we  paffed  four  poft-houfes, 

*  I  cannot  forbear  to  remind  my  young  readers  of  that  pomp  of  harmony,  which  Is  fo 
confpicuous  in  this  line  : 

Komanos  ad  templa  deum  dltttere  tnianphos, 

at 
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at  which  we  changed  horfes,  among  the  Apennnies  :  the  heights  of 
which  are  here  covered  with  trees  of  various  kinds,  and  efpecially  with 
large  oaks.  In  the  deep  valleys,  we  fee  the  fre(h  verdure  of  paftures 
and  meadows,  gardens,  arable  lands,  tall  vine  plants,  and  olive  trees. 
Rivers  and  brooks  wafh  the  mountains,  hiuTy  down  the  rocks,  and 
form  cafcades  :  particularly  in  a  delightful  valley,  that  lies  between  Fo- 
ligni  and  Cafe  Nore.  A  part  of  the  province  of  Marca  cV  Ancoria^  the 
ancient  Picenum^  is  very  like  the  province  of  Ombria :  but,  after  you 
have  afcended  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Apennines^  the  country  then  opens  j 
though  it  is  not  flat,  but  hilly. 

The  Marca  cf  Anco?ia  is  well  inhabited  ;  and  the  lands  are  induftri- 
oufly  cultivated.  Thofe  travellers,  who  complain  fo  heavily  of  the 
bad  agriculture  of  the  States  of  the  Church,  appear  only  to  have  feen 
the  Campagna  di  Roma^  and  the  ftretch  of  country  between  Rome  and 
the  Tufcan  territories,  on  the  road  to  Florence. 

A  fhort  German  mile  from  Loretto,  we  pafled  through  Recanati  :  a 
handfome  little  town  that  is  built  on  a  hill,  and  in  which  the  Bifhop  of 
Loretto  refides  fix  months  in  the  year.  The  Council-houfe  of  Reca- 
nati is  embellifhed  with  a  large  and  beautiful  baflb  relievo,  of  bronze  ; 
reprefenting  the  Virgin  and  Child. 

Loretto,  a  town  containing  eight  thoufand  inhabitants,  owes  its 
origin  to  the  fanta  cafa,  or  holy  houfe  :  which,  as  pious  tradition 
relates,  was  the  fame  in  which  the  angel  Gabriel  appeared  to  the  Vir- 
gin, and  in  which,  after  the  return  of  Mary  and  Jofeph  from  Egypt, 
Chrift  continued  to  live  till  he  entered  on  his  heavenly  million.  We 
are  told  by  the  legend  that,  in  the  year  1291,  the  angels  carried  this 
houfe  from  Nazareth  to  Sclavonia  ;  and,  in  the  year  1294,  they  took 
it  from  Sclavonia,  brought  it  over  the  Adriatic,  and  fet  it  dov.m  at  Lo- 
retto. It  now  (lands  in  the  principal  church,  encafed  in  marble  :  on 
which  hiftories  from  Holy  Writ,  by  the  greatcft  artifts,  are  mallerly 
cut  in  alto  relievo, 

4  C  2  In 
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In  this  Santa  Cafa,  the  fuppoied  miraculous  image  of  the  Virgin,  a 
porringer,  out  of  which  Chrift  ufed  to  eat  when  he  was  a  child,  and  a 
o-own  of  his  mother's,  are  exhibited. 

This  Holy  Houfe  and  the  miraculous  im.age  bring  pilgrims  from 
the  whole  Catholic  world,  to  pay  their  homage  at  Loretto ;  many  of 
whom  o-o  round  the  Holy  Houfe  on  their  knees  :  fo  that  the  knees  of 
the  pilgrims  have  made  deep  hollows  in  the  flone  pavement  of  the. 
church. 

Tliere  are  fome  beautiful  pidures,  in  a  facrifty  belonging  to  the 
church  ;  one  of  which,  the  Sciiola  delle  Virginia  or  School  of  the  Vir- 
gins, by  Guido,  is  very  excellent.  Mary  is  feated,  furrounded  by  young 
virgins ;  whom  fhe  is  inftruding  in  female  duties. 

A  Saint  Francis,  by  Barocci,  is  a  very  good  pidure  :  by  whom  there 
are  feveral  other  paintings  here. 

The  famous  treafure  of  Loretto  is  preferved  in  a  great  hall ;  and 
contains  numberlefs  coftly  w^orks,  and  prefents,  from  private  perfons, 
Kings,  and  States.  Among  the  jewels,  the  prefent  made  by  a  young 
Lord  of  Ragufa  is  confpicuous:  which  is  no  other  than  his  own  fweetly- 
fmiling  handfomelyr-fram.ed  face,  painted  in  miniature. 

A  pidure,  by  the  immortal  Raphael,  appears  to  me  to  be  the  greateft 
ornament  of  the  treafury.  The  Virgin  is  about  to  cover  the  Child 
Jefus  with  a  veil  ;  on  whom  (he  looks,  with  inexpreffible  reverence 
and  affedion.  The  Child  lies  on  his  back,  fmiling  with  devout  bene- 
volence, and  affedionately  ftretches  out  both  his  arms  to  his  Mother. 
Jofeph  ftands  behind  Mary ;  full  of  mild  but  ferious  refledion. 

In  the  Pala%%o  de  gl'i  Apoflolt^  in  which  Popes,  Cardinals,  and  Princes, 
who  come  to  vifit  Loretto,  are  entertained  at  the  expence  of  the  Santa 
Cafa,  there  is  a  little  pidure,  by  Raphael,  the  fubjed  of  which  is  John 
the  Baptift.  In  this  pidure,  John  has  the  fame  attitude  that  was 
given  him  by  Raphael  in  another  of  a  larger  fize  ;  of  which  feveral 
copies  have  been  made.     One  of  theie  copies  is  in  Florence,  another 

in 


TRAVELS  OP  COUNT  STOLBERG.  s^'5 

ill  Rome,  a  third  in  Bologna,  and  a  fourth  made  a  part  of  the  late  col- 
lediloii  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans:  who  has  aflamed  the  name  of  Ega- 
lite  *  :    and  which  of  thefe  four  Is  the  original  is  now  difputed. 

A  Night-piece,  by  Gerardo  della  Notte,  poffefTes  much  pidurefque 
merit. 

In  the  difpenfary  of  Loretto,  which  appertains  to  the  Santa  Cafa, 
there  are  three  hundred  and  thirty  vafes  of  Faenza  fliewn  ;  the  paint- 
ings on  which  are  by  Julio  Romano,  and  Rafaellino  della  villa,  after 
defigns  by"  the  great  Raphael  :  whofe  genius  we  recognize,  on  thefe 
earthen  velfels.  Let  thofe,  who  can  admire  nothing  but  the  antique, 
vent  their  raptures  concerning  the  vafes  of  Greece :  I  would  give  a 
whole  coliedion  of  fuch  antiquities,  did  I  poITefs  them,  for  one  of  thefe 
vafes,  embellilhed  by  Raphael. 

All  the  poor  of  Loretto  are  provided  v/ith  medicines  gratis,  from 
this  difpenfary. 

The  annual  revenue  of  the  Santa  Cafa  is  eftimated  at  feventy  thou- 
idM^ifcudi, ;  and  its  annual  expenditure  at  not  lefs  than  forty  thoufand  : 
from  which  the  Bifhop,  the  Canonicl^  or  Canons,  and  the  Governor  of 
the  town  are  paid. 

Loretto  is  only  half  a  German  mile  from  the  Adriatic  ;  which  may 
be  feen  from  the  Palazzo  Apojlolico,  as  may  likewife  a  beautiful  pro- 
fped\  on  the  land  fide.  Fortrefles  prote<^  the  town  againft  pirates  ;  and 
the  fhallownefs  of  the  fea-lhore  will  not  fuffer  the  approach  of  large 
{hips. 

*  This  letter  was  written  In  1792.     T- 
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LETTER     cm. 

Venice,   ipth  Oclober,   1792. 

The  fruitful  plain,  between  Loretto  and  the  fea,  is  ex- 
cellently tilled  by  the  peafants,  who  are  fubjed  to  the  Santa  Cafli,  and 
who  live  in  fcattered  houfes.  The  hilly  country,  between  Loretto  and 
Ancona,  is  likewife  both  fertile  and  pleafant.  This  town  is  built  on  the 
hills  S.m  Clrlaco  and  Mo7ite  Guafco,  and  in  the  valley  that  lies  between 
them.  The  Monte  Guafco,  which  projeds  into  the  fea,  was  called  by 
tlie  ancients  the  Promontory  of  Cumerum,  Ancona  was  a  fettlement  of 
the  fugitive  Syracufians  ;  who,  in  the  time  of  the  elder  Dionyfius,  de- 
teftino-  the  tyrant,  made  a  defcent  at  this  place.  They  called  the  town 
Ancon,  'A^>cwr,from  its  angular  fuuation :  this  word  fignifying  an  elbow. 

The  haven,  which  Nature  has  formed,  is  rendered  fecure  by  a  long 
molo  :  or  (lone-pier.  The  town  is  handfomely  built  ;  and,  as  it  is  a 
free  port,  the  inhabitants  enjoy  a  refpedable  and  vifible  profperity. 
Blifching  Hates  its  population  at  twenty-two  thoufand  fouls  :  of  whom 
he  eftimates  the  Jews  at  five  thoufand.  According  to  an  ancient  de- 
grading law,  the  Jews  are  to  wear  a  red  rag,  or  lappet,  hanging  from 
the  hat :  but  it  is  not  enforced ;  and,  as,  like  the  Portugueze  Jews, 
they  wear  no  beard,  they  are  only  diftinguilhed  from  the  Chriftians  by 
their  national  phyfiognomy  :  which  flill  continues  to  charaderize 
them,  though  they  have  now  been  fcattered  above  feventeen  hundred 
years  over  the  nations  of  the  earth.  They  only  fuffer  their  beards  to 
grow  for  eighty  days,  when  they  are  under  any  deep  afflidion. 

A  part  of  the  lower  town  was  deftroyed  by  the  Goths,  but  rebuilt 

again  by  Narfes.     Ancona  was  ravaged  in  the   tenth   century,  by  the 

Saracens.     Pope  Pius  tiie  Second,  who  fat  in  the  Papal  chair  from  the 

year  145S  to  1464,  repaired  the  haven.     All  religions  are  tolerated  in 

the  town.      Its  trade  continues  to  increafe,  and  is  of  fome  injury  to 

Venice.     It  is  likewife  enriched  by  the  bleaching  of  wax. 

The 
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The  Exchange  of  Ancona  has  a  refpedlable  appearance.  In  the 
great  place,  or  fquare,  there  is  a  ftone  ftatue  of  the  prefent  Pope,  Pius 
the  Sixth,  of  bad  workmanfhip.  The  vifible  profperity  of  the  town 
and  the  whole  province,  which  appears  from  the  many  new  and  well- 
built  houfes,  and  the  excellent  high  roads  that  are  the  work  of  the 
Pope,  are  proofs  that  he  deferves  this  public  teftiraony  of  affedion. 

There  is  a  beautiful  triumphal  arch  of  marble,  on  the  7nolo. ;   which 
was  eretSled  to  Trajan,  in  the  year  1 12. 

The  road  from  Ancona  leads   through  a  pleafant  country,  on  the 
fhores  of  the  Adriatic  ;  and  pafles  through  feveral  towns.     Senio-ao-lla 
v/as  built  by  the  Gauls.     The  buildings  are  good,  and  the  fair  it  holds 
to  w;.ich  traders  reibrt  from  moft  parts  of  Italy,  contributes  refpedably 
to  its  fnpport. 

About  four  Italian  miles  before  we  came  to  Fano,  vsre  pafTed  the 
river  Metaro:  the  Metaurtts  of  the  ancients:  or,  as  Horace  calls  it 
the  Metaiirum.  On  the  banks  of  this  river,  the  Carthaginians  fulTered 
the  famous  defeat  in  which  their  General,  Afdrubal,  who,  like  his  bro- 
ther, Hannibal,  had  marched  over  the  Alps,  to  the  aid  of  the  latter, 
loft  his  life.  By  this  battle,  the  fate  of  Carthage,  and  of  Rome,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  determined. 

In   Roman  times,  Fano  was  called  Fanimi  Fortuno' :  becaufe  here 
there  was  a  temple  to  Fortuna, 

Pefaro^  the  ancient  Pifaiirum^  is  fituated  like  both  the  above  towns, 
in  the  duchy  of  Urbino.  This  was  the  native  province  of  Raphael ; 
who  was  called  Rafaelle  d'Urbino,  from  the  town  in  which  he  was 
born.  In  the  year  of  Rome  568,  184  years  before  Chrift,  the  Ro- 
mans fent  a  colony  to  FifaiinLm.  The  river  on  which  it  was  built 
was  formerly  called  the  P'lfauriis :  now  La  Foglia,  The  town  is  fitu- 
ated on  the  fea  ftiore  :  but  its  port  will  only  admit  fmall  craft ;  and  con- 
fequently  it  has  but  little  trade.  As  the  Cardinal  Legate  however  of 
the  duchy  of  Urbino,  and  about  fifty,  noble  families,  make  it  their 
place  of  refidence,  Pefaro  preferves  a  refpedable  appearance,  is  well 
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baiit,  and,  according  to  a  late  eftimate,  contains  ten  thoufand  five  hun- 
Ured  inhabitants. 

The  province  of  Rpmagna  begins  at  Catolica  :  which  is  the  firft  poft 
after  Pefaro.  In  ancient  times,  it  conftituted  a  part  of  Umbria.  Cato- 
lica was  fo  called  from  the  Catholic  Bifhops,  who  met  at  this  place,  at 
the  time  that  the  Council  was  held  in  Rimini,  in  the  year  359,  be- 
caufe  they  were  diffatisfied  w^th  that  aflembly  ;  in  which  it  had  at 
firft  appeared  as  if  the  Arians  would  have  maintained  the  fuperiority. 
As  this  Council  was  called  by  the  Emperor  Conftans,  who  favoured  the 
Arians,  four  hundred  bifhops  came  to  it  from  the  weft  :  who,  contrary 
to  the  hopes  of  the  Emperor,  declared  in  favour  of  the  creed  of  the 
Council  of  Nice. 

Rim'mi  was  formerly  called  Arimimcm ;  and  its  founding  is  afcribed 
to  the  Umbri,  a  people  of  uncertain  origin.  The  Senones,  a  tribe  of 
the  Gauls,  were  once  in  pofleflion  of  it :  but  in  the  year  of  Rome  463, 
or  289  years  before  Chrift,  they  were  expelled  by  the  northern  Umbri. 
In  the  year  of  Rome  485,  or  267  before  Chrift,  the  Romans  fent  a  co- 
lony to  Arimlnitm.  When  the  three  laft  Triumvirs,  Antony,  Odavianus, 
and  Lepidus,  fliared  eighteen  Italian  towns  with  their  territories  like 
conquered  lands  among  their  foldiers,  Odavianus  fent  a  new  co- 
lony here.  Whether  the  great  marble  bridge,  over  the  river  Arim'mus^ 
which  is  now  called  Marccchia^  and  which  flows  before  the  town,  was 
built  by  him,  or  by  his  fucceflbr  Tiberius,  is  uncertain  :  but  it  ftill  is 
paflable,  and  is  a  great  work.  Beyond  the  town  there  is  a  triumphal 
arch  ;  that  was  erected  to  Auguftus,  as  the  founder  of  the  colony. 

On  the  road  betVNreen  Catolica  and  Rimini,  we  faw  the  little  town 
of  San  Marino  ;  fituated  high  upon  a  mountain,  on  our  left.  This 
fmall  free  ftate  would  be  more  celebrated  than  great  nations,  were  vir- 
tue and  innocence,  rather  than  the  fplendour  of  vice,  the  admiration  of 
men.  Like  the  little  Swifs  Republic  of  Gerfau,  its  whole  pofleffions 
confift  of  a  fingle  mountain.  The  diameter  of  its  territory  is  a  Ger-^ 
man  mile.     A  builder,  who  came  from  Dalmatia  in  the  beginning,  of . 
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the  fixth  century,  continued  to  labour  thirty  years  at  the  rebuilding  of 
Rimini  ;  after  which  he  retired,  and  lived  as  a  hermit  on  this  moun- 
tain. But,  greatly  as  he  defired  repofe,  the  fame  of  his  fandity  attracted 
young  people  to  him,  and  a  Princefs  gave  him  the  mountain  as  a  pre- 
fent,  on  which  he  here  founded  a  little  free  State. 

As  the  refidence  of  its  citizens  was  founded  on  a  rock,  fo  did  he 
lay  the  bafis  of  his  artlefs  dignified  code  on  the  Evangelifts.  The  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  Republic  is  very  fimple.  Each  houfe  fends  a  deputy 
to  the  great  aflembiy  of  the  citizens.  The  Executive  Power  refides  in 
the  Council  of  Sixty  ;  one  half  of  which  is  chofen  from  the  Nobles.  A 
majority  of  two-thirds  is  required,  before  a  conclufive  vote  can  pafs. 
Every  two  months  this  Council  choofes  two  Capitani :  who  are  in  mi- 
niature what  the  Confuls  were  at  Rome.  The  Judge  and  the  Phyfi- 
clan  muft  both  be  ftrangers  ;  and  are  eled:ed  once  in  three  years. 

The  people  of  San  Marino  are  fo  attentive  to  the  education  of  their 
children  that  they  hold  the  office  of  fchoolmafler  in  great  refped:. 

They  have  only  once  made  war.  In  the  15th  century,  they  took 
part  with  Pope  Pius  the  Second  againft  Siglfmund  Malatefta,  Lord  of 
Rimini.  The  Pope  made  them  a  prefent  of  four  fortreffes,  but  they 
refufed  to  enlarge  their  territories.  In  the  year  1740,  fome  malcon- 
tents invited  Pope  Clement  the  Twelfth  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  town  ; 
and  he  fent  the  Cardinal  Alberonl,  to  make  enquiries  whether  the 
majority  of  the  people  were  inclined  to  renounce  their  freedom.  Albe- 
ronl truly  informed  him  that  only  a  part  of  them  had  any  fuch  incli- 
nation, and  the  Pope  was  juft  enough  to  leave  them  in  the  undifturbed 
enjoyment  of  their  liberties,  which  they  ftill  continue  to  enjoy.  Cele- 
brated for  their  equity  and  the  fimpliclty  of  their  manners,  they  defpife 
trade :  for  they  do  not  honour  wealth,  but  chiefly  fubfift  on  the  pro- 
duce of  their  lands  ;  which  although  the  mountain  is  frequently  covered 
with  fnow  for  three  months,  ftill  produce  generous  wine  and  ex- 
cellent fruits. 

In  want  of  fprlngs,  they  are  obliged  to  ufe  the  water  that  is  kept  in 
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the  cifterns.  The  young  men  induftrioufly  exercife  themfelves  in  arms. 
Amid  all  the  commotions  by  which  Italy  was  diftraded  in  the  middle 
ages,  Princes  and  Free  States  continued  to  refped  their  virtue,  and  their 
love  of  peace  ;  nor  were  they  once  attacked.  When  this  little  nation 
writes  to  the  Republic  of  Venice,  the  addrefs  on  their  letters  is  ^Ila 
nojlra  car'ijfima  forella^  la  fcreiiiffima  Rcpublica  di  Vene%ta  :  To  our 
dearly  beloved  fifter,  the  moft  ferene  Republic  of  Venice. 

Rlvini,  Savignana,  Cefena,  Forli,  and  Faenza,  are  all  well-built 
towns.  The  bridges  are  excellent ;  and  the  inns,  not  only  better  than 
are  to  be  found  any  where  elfe  in  Italy,  but,  are  really  good.  The 
fertile  country  is  well  cultivated,  and  the  province  is  vifibly  profperous. 
Cefena  is  a  very  ancient  town  :  the  Romans  called  it  Ca;fe?ia,  The 
nobles  have  eredcd  a  ftatue  of  bronze  in  front  of  the  Cafmo,  or  the 
houfe  in  which  they  aflemble,  to  the  prefent  Pope  j  who  is  a  native  of 
Cefena. 

Between  Savignano  and  Cefena,  we  crofTed  the  Rubicon  ;  which,  in 
early  times,  feparated  Italy  from  Gaul.  By  an  ancient  law,  any  Ro- 
man commander,  who,  with  a  legion,  a  cohort,  or  any  fmall  band  of 
armed  men,  ftiould  pafs  this  ftream,  was  declared  an  enemy  to  his 
country.  Caefar  paffed  it  with  his  army,  when  he  marched  to  Rome ; 
intending  to  enflave  the  Romans.  At  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
century,  a  Pope  built  a  bridge  over  the  Rubicon  ;  where  he  placed  a 
flone  table,  with  the  ancient  law :  and,  oppoflte  to  that,  a  modern 
infcription. 

The  people  of  Rimini  affirm  the  wide  river  Marecchia  to  be  the 
ancient  Rubicon  ;  and  the  Italians  warmly  contend  for  fuch  kind  of 
vifionary  preferences :  fo  that  the  very  common  people  take  part  in 
thefe  literary  difputes,  and  cherifh  their  patriotic  vanity. 

We  travelled  for  a  confiderable  time  upon  the  ancient  iEmilian 
way  :  fo  called  after  ^milius  Scaurus,  who  was  conful  with  Cxcilius 
Metellus  ;  in  the  year  of  Rome  630. 

The  art  of  making  earthen  ware,  in  imitation  of  porcelain,  was 
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lirfl  dilcovered  at  Faenza.  A  native  of  this  place  found  clay  near 
Nevers,  in  France,  which  greatly  refembled  the  clay  of  Faenza  ;  and 
introduced  the  art  to  that  kingdom  :  calling  the  pottery,  which  the 
Italians  had  before  called  Majolica^  Faycnce ;  in  honour  of  his  native 
place. 

The  ancient  name  of  Facn-za  was  Faventia.  Carbo,  one  of  the  par- 
tifans  of  Sylla,  fuffered  a  defeat  here  ;  and  was  driven  out  of  Italy. 

Imola  is  built  in  a  fmiling  plain  ;  and  was  founded,  by  a  King  of 
the  Lombards,  on  the  place  where  formerly  the  Forum  Corndii  flood  : 
which  was  fo  called  after  Sylla,  who  was  of  the  family  of  the  Conieliu 

After  the  expulfion  of  the  Lombards,  the  people  of  Bologna  fub- 
jedled  this  town  ;  and  it  had  different  rulers,  the  laft  of  whom  was  the 
tyrant  Csefar  Borgia :   who   was  depofed  by  Pope  Julius  the   Second. 
There  was  once  a  fociety  of  the  Literati  in  Imola,  who  flourifhed  un- 
der the  title  of  Li  Indiiflriofi :  or  The  Afliduous. 

The  fertility  and  active  cultivation  of  the  country  did  not  ceafe  with 
the  government  of  the  Bolognefe.  We  muft  afcribe  the  partial  and 
falfe  accounts,  given  by  many  travellers,  to  the  erroneous  ideas  that 
they  had  conceived  of  the  States  of  the  Church  ;  and  which  have  even 
been  propagated  by  Biifching. 

Speaking  of  the  States  of  the  Church,  this  author  fays : 

"  When  v,'e  recoiled  that  the  papal  territory  includes  much  fertile 
"  and  excellent  land,  poffeffes  great  requifites  for  trade,  is  provided 
"  with  good  ports  on  the  Adriatic  and  Mediterranean  feas,  that  the 
"  Pope  moreover  draws  confiderable  funis  from  other  countries,  that 
"  Rome  is  vifited  by  flrangers,  who  there  expend  their  money,  that 
*'  the  fan6lity  of  the  Pontiff's  perfon  and  charad:er  exceeds  that  of  any 
"  other  perfon  and  is  confidered  by  his  fubje£ts  as  favoured  by  Heaven, 
"  we  might  well  have  fuppofed  that  no  States  would  have  been  fo 
"  flouriffiing  and  happy  as  thofe  he  governs.  But  the  direct  contrary 
"  is  the  fad:.  The  land  is  ill  cultivated,  the  country  is  very  poor,  and 
"  it  is  infufficiently  provided  with  inhabitants.     Trade  and  manufac- 

4  D  2  "  tures 


t^yi  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBKRG. 

**  tures  are  confined  to  the  towns  of  Bologna  and  Ancona :  Senlgaglia 
"  and  Peiaro  excepted.     If    God  did  not  give  the  people  dates,  figs, 
'*  olives,  and  various  fruits,  gratuitoufly,  without  their  care  or  trouble, 
"  and  did  he  not  provide  them,  requiring   little  of  their  labour,  with 
"  bread  and  wine,  they  muft  through  their  own  negledi  die  of  hunger." 
If  the  inhabitants  lited  on  dates  and  figs,  or  on  thofe  fruits  which 
require  but  little  care  and  labour,  they  mufi:  indeed,  as  Mr.  Biifching 
fays,  foon  die  of  hunger.   Throughout  the  States  of  the  Church,  I  have 
met  only  w4th  a  few    of  the  date-bearing  palm  in  Terracina,  and  a 
fingle  tree  in  Rome.     In  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  I  faw  from  tv/elve  to 
fifteen  ;  and  about  forty  in  Sicily.     The   date   feldom  ripens  even  in 
this  illand,  and  in  Reggio  ;  and   the  tree  is  planted  rather  for  pleafure 
than  profit.     Almonds  conftitute  a  confiderable  part   of  the  food   of 
the  two  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily.     In  the  country  round  Rome, 
they  are  not  produced  in  fuificient  quantities  for  the  fupply  of  this  large 
city ;  and  farther  toward  the  north  they  are  only  to  be  found  in  gar- 
dens.    I  grant  that  the  grape  requires  lefs  care  here  than  in  Germany  : 
yet  the  vine-dreflTers  of  thefe  countries  have  much  trouble  in  cultivat- 
ing their  vineyards,  and  preparing  their  wine. 

I  have  fcarcely  met  with  lands  better  cultivated  in  the  Terra  dl  La- 
voro^  or  in  the  Bergjlrajfe  of  the  Palatinate,  than  in  the  province  of 
Romagna  ;  and  no  where  fo  many  well-built  and  flouriihing  towns  as 
in  the  Marquifate  of  Ancona,  and  in  Romagna. 

That  the  States  of  the  Church  are  capable  of  improvement,  and  that 
they  are  favoured  by  climate  and  fituation,  lying  as  they  do  between 
the  tVv'O  feas,  I  readily  grant.  Many  of  the  Popes  have  been  weak 
and  fome  tyrannical  governors.  Mofi:  of  them  were  old,  when  tliey 
were  eledled ;  and  were  in  hafte  to  enrich  their  nephews,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  country.  Ambition  and  vanity  have  frequently  induced 
them  either  to  deftroy,  or  to  negle<3:,  the  works  begun  by  their  prede- 
ceffors.  The  great  quantity  of  monafl:eries  is  injurious  to  the  country 
in  more  refpeds  than  one,  as  Mr,  Bufching  very  jufi:ly  remarks  \  and 
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it  Is  equally  true  that  the  numerous  pUgrunages,  by  which  it  was  for- 
merly enriched,  are  now  become  injurious:  becaufe  mod  of  the  pil- 
grims are  beggars.  But,  as  the  Catholic  religion  confiders  thefe  pil- 
grimages as  meritorious,  and  as  the  States  of  the  Church  draw  fuch 
confiderable  fums  from  fo  many  Catholic  countries,  it  is  but  juft  that 
they  fhould  maintain  the  pilgrims.  Befide  that,  though  they  beg, 
they  confume  all  they  get  in  the  country  ;  and  do  not  return  home 
enriched.  The  lazy  pilgrims  of  the  country  itfelf  are  its  chief 
burthen. 

The  numerous  feftival  days  have  been  decried  by  perfons  who  did 
not  know  that,  Sunday  excepted,  fuch  feftivals,  or  holidays,  are  days 
of  labour  in  Italy.  One  day  of  reft  in  the  week  is  to  be  honoured, 
as  of  divine  inftitution.  If  the  labours  and  cares  of  providing  for  their 
fubfiftence  were  never  interrupted,  the  opprefTed  poor  would  forget 
their  God  ;  and,  alike  unfandified  and  incapable  of  giving  or  of 
receiving  pleafure,  they  would  rather  referable  beafts  of  burthen  than 
beings  created  for  eternity. 


The  hills  near  Bologna  are  covered  with  country-houfes,  gardens, 
and  frnall  groves  ;  which  give  them  a  charming  appearance.  We 
arrived  early  enough  at  Bologna  to  revifit  fome  of  the  pidures, 
which,  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  before,  had  afforded  us  fo  much 
enjoyment. 

It  is  remarkable  to  obferve  how  the  Appennines,  from  Spoleto  and 
Foligno,  divide  Italy  into  two  diftindt  countries  :  Upper,  and  Lower, 
Before  you  come  to  Loretto,  the  country  is  flat.  The  plains  begin  at 
Rimini ;  and  extend  through  all  Lombardy,  to  the  foot  of  the  tower- 
ing Alps,  As  the  country  changes,  fodo  the  phyfiognomies  and  eU' 
tire  forms  of  the  people  change  :  though  the  differences  are  not  very 
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Jiftindl  till  you  come  to  the  German  fide  of  Bologna  ;  and  indeed,  till 
you  arrive  at  that  city,  you  always  fee  a  link  of  pleafmg  woody  hills 
on  the  left. 

In  like  manner,  we  found  the  cattle  beginning  to  differ,  both  in  kind 
and  colour,  from  the  cattle  of  the  fouthern  provinces.  They  are  no 
longer  of  fo  light  a  grey  ;  but  fome  of  them  are  red,  and  moft  of  them 
of  a  mixed  colour.  The  fwine,  which  through  all  lower  and  middle 
Italy  were  black,  are  in  thefe  provinces  red.  The  men  have  lefs  ani- 
mation ;  and,  as  the  rich  ftreams  of  life  are  here  lefs  glowing,  they 
more  frequently  indulge  themfelves  in  the  ufe  of  wine. 

Between  Bologna  and  Ferrara,  you  meet  with  no  hills ;  much  lefs 
mountains.  Strengthened  and  fed  by  the  fat  foil,  both  man  and  beaft 
here  begin  to  have  lefs  of  the  fire  of  the  South  ;  and  fomew^hat  more, 
fliall  I  fay  of  northern  phlegm  ;  or  of  northern  thought  ? 

Between  Bologna  and  Ferrara,  you  would  imagine  yourfelf  in  the 
marfhy  countries  near  the  Elbe  ;  in  Hanover,  and  Holftein  ;  or  in  the 
Weftphalian  diftrids,  that  lie  between  Bremen  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Wefer.  You  meet  with  the  fame  kind  of  fertile  meadow  lands, 
fimilar  cattle,  trees  loaded  with  apples,  walnut  trees  of  a  like  appear- 
ance, and  plump-looking  people  living  in  fcattered  houfes.  As  you 
travel  along  the  Reno  and  beyond  it,  you  find  thofe  kind  of  higli 
caufeways  of  ftiif  clay,  which  the  people  of  the  Netherlands  call  dykes. 
The  numerous  poplars,  and  vines  that  fpread  from  tree  to  tree,  appear 
defirous  of  reminding  you  that  you  ftill  really  are  in  Italy ;  though  it 
is  what  you  can  fcarcely  believe. 

The  little  town  of  Cento,  twenty  Italian  miles  from  Bologna,  and 
the  fame  diftance  from  Ferrara,  belongs  to  the  Bolognefe  territory  ; 
and  was  the  native  place  of  the  painter  Giovanni  Francefco  Barbieri, 
who  is  fo  well  know^n  by  the  name  of  Guercino  da  Cento.  He  was 
called  Guercino  becaufe  he  fquinted  :  for  Guercino  and  Guercio  both 
mean  to  fquint.     He  was  born  in  the  year  1590,  and  died  in  1666. 

In 
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In  the  churches  of  Cento  pidures  are  met  with  by  him,  and  his 
mafter  Giufeppc  Gcnnaro.  Guercino  was  an  ornament  to  the  Bole- 
gnefe  fchcol. 

The  circumference  of  Ferrara  is  more  than  a  German   mile ;  and  it 
is  confequently  reckoned   among  the  largcft  cities  of  Italy.     It  was 
founded  by  an  Exarch  in  the  fixth  century.     Thefe  Exarchs  rendcd 
at  Ravenna  ;   and   were  appointed  to  govern  the   northern  province 
w^hich  remained  under  the  dominion  of  the  Emperors  of  the  Eaft. 

The  univerfity  was  founded  by  the  Emperor  Frederic  the  Second  • 
and  was  intended  to  rival  the  univerfity  of  Bologna.  Theobaldo 
Duke  of  Efte,  held  Ferrara  with  its  territory,  which  was  a  Marquifate 
of  Pope  John  the  Twelfth,  toward  the  end  of  the  tenth  century. 
Paul  the  Second  increafed  the  dignity  to  a  Dukedom.  Ferrara  became 
one  of  the  moft  fiourifliing  towns  of  Italy  under  the  Houfe  of  Efte. 
After  the  death  of  Alphonfus  the  Second,  Pope  Clement  the  Eighth, 
in  the  year  1598,  feized  on  this  country  ;  which  ought  to  have  de- 
fcended  to  the  Houfe  of  Modena,  as  a  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Efte. 

Since  Ferrara  has  no  longer  been  governed  by  its  own  Princes,  it  has 
greatly  declined.  The  prefent  circumference  of  this  depopulated  citv 
which  now  fcarcely  contains  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants,  is  a  proof  of 
its  former  grandeur.  The  ftreets  are  broad,  but  the  houfes  are  ill- 
built.  An  arm  of  the  Po  flowed  near  Ferrara,  which  has  been  dried 
up  ;  becaufe  of  the  frequent  inundations,  which  laid  the  lands  wafte 
and  rendered  the  air  unhealthy.  It  is  probable  that  the  Dukes  for- 
merly were  careful  to  keep  the  bed  clear,  and  its  courfe  into  the  fea 
uninterrupted.  To  dry  up  a  river,  the  mouth  of  which  is  fo  near> 
appears  it  is  true  to  be  a  fafe  but  a  defperate  remedy. 

The  outfide  of  the  cathedral  is  in  the  extreme  of  the  Gothic  ftyle  j 
poor,  but  fantaftical !  Within,  it  is  beautiful ;  from  the  alterations  which 
fucceeding  ages  have  made. 

The  great  Arioflo  is  buried  in  the  church  of  San  Benedetto ;  and  a 

beautiful 
1 


376  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

beautiful  marble  monument  is  erecled  to  his  memory.     Taflo  likewife 
lived  feveral  years  in  Ferrara. 

Five  Italian  miles  from  Ferrara,  we  pafled  the  Po  by  a  ferry.  Here, 
near  its  mouth  this  river  is  a  powerful  ftream  ;  and  appears  to  be 
about  the  fame  width  as  the  Rhine,  at  DUfleldorf.  Some  leagues 
afterward,  Vv^e  alfo  paffed  the  'Etfch ;  or  the  Ad'ige ;  the  breadth  of 
which  is  here  confiderable.  The  ozier  grows  on  the  banks  of  both 
thefe  rivers  ;  by  the  fide  of  which  there  were  houfes  thatched  with 
reeds,  which  was  the  firft  time  that  I  had  feen  thatch  of  any  kind  in 
Italy.  The  road  leads  over  high  caufeways ;  below  which  the  fat  cat- 
tle pafture,  in  luxuriant  meadows.  The  clothing  of  the  people,  their 
countenances,  and  the  domeftic  management  of  the  houfes,  rather 
refemble  thofe  of  the  Netherlands  than  of  Italy  :  except  that  there  are 
arcades  before  the  houfes,  though  frequently  only  on  one  fide  of  the 
way.  Thefe  arcades,  which  were  introduced  by  the  Tyrrheni, 
the  former  inhabitants  of  Tufcany,  are  at  prefent  much  more  fre- 
quently found  in  Lombardy. 

Rovigo  is  the  chief  town  of  the  province  of  Polefmo  ;  which, 
nearly  three  hundred  years  ago,  was  taken  from  the  Dukes  of  Ferra- 
ra by  the  Venetians.  The  peafantry  of  this  country,  which  is  famed 
for  its  profperity,  live  in  worfe  huts  than  the  peafants  of  the  territories 
of  Bologna  and  Ferrara  ;  which  belong  to  the  States  of  the  Church. 

Monte  Celefe,  that  lies  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  on  which  a  for- 
trefs  is  built,  appertains  to  Padua.  From  this  place  to  Padua,  the  road 
proceeds  along  a  dam,  by  the  fide  of  a  canal ;  and,  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year.  Is  very  bad.  We  met  with  waggons  that  were  loaded  with  grapes, 
and  that  were  drawn  by  from  fix  to  eight  pair  of  ftrong  oxen.  The 
cattle  and  horfes  here  are  very  large,  for  they  are  well  paflured.  From 
the  condition  of  the  cattle,  conclufions  may  in  general  be  fafely  drawn 
concerning  the  profperity  of  the  people.  On  each  fide  of  the  canal, 
we  faw  many  country  feats,  great  fertility  of  pafturage,  vineyards, 

trees, 
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trees,  v/hlte  poplars  of  an  extraordinary  fize,  and  weeping-willows  that 
for  beauty  even  excel  thofe  of  the  villa  Pamfili,  at  Rome. 

Padua,  which  the  Italians  pronounce  Padova,  was  formerly  called 
Patavlum ;  and  is  one  of  the  moft  ancient  towns  of  Italy.  Viro-il 
afcribes  its  origin  to  the  Trojan  hero,  Antenor ;  who,  according  to 
tradition,  came  to  Italy  after  the  deflrudlion  of  Troy  *. 

Padua  was  the  native  place  of  the  great  hiflorian  Livy.  This 
author  tells  us  that  Cleonymus,  King  of  the  Spartans  f,  who  made  a 
defcent  for  plunder  on  thefe  coafts,  was  repulfed  by  the  people  of  Pa- 
tavium  ;  and  that,  in  his  time,  there  was  an  annual  commemoration 
of  the  vidtory,  with  the  reprefentation  of  a  combat  on  the  water, 
which  was  exhibited  on  the  river  that  bathes  the  city. 

Padua  was  early  the  ally  of  Rome.  It  was  deflroyed  by  Alarick  ; 
and  burned  by  Attila,  and  the  inhabitants  driven  into  the  marfh. 

Charlemagne  was  its  reilorer,  after  whom  it  was  governed  by  Po- 
deftas. 

Ezzellino,  the  fcourge  of  this  whole  country  and  the  chief  of  the 
Ghibelines,  fubje£led  Padua.  A  crufade  was  undertaken  againft  this 
tyrant ;  he  being  an  enemy  to  the  Pope  ;  and  the  Princes  and  cities  of 
Lombardy  took  the  field  againft  him,  made  him  a  prifoner,  and  he  died 
in  chains,  in  the  year  1259. 

After  his  death,  the  people  of  Padua  for  a  time  maintained  their 
freedom  j  but  again  fell  into  flavery,  and  were  governed  by  the  houfe 
of  Carrara.  In  the  year  1406,  the  city  and  its  territory  were  con- 
quered by  the  Venetians. 

In  ancient  times,   games  were   celebrated  in  Patavium  every  thirty 
years  ;  of  which,  according  to   Tacitus  J,  Antenor  was  the  founder 
and  at  which  tragedies  were  reprefented. 

Padua,  like  Ferrara,  was  formerly  more  populous  than  it  is  at  pre- 
fent.  We  cannot  wonder  at  the  increafe  of  thefe  and  other  towns  in 
the  fourteenth  century;  for  they  were  peopled  in  part  at  the  expence 

*  Virg.  ^n.  i.  242.  f  Liv.  lib.  x.  c  2.  i  Annal.  xvx.  21. 
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of  Rome:  the  inhabitants  of  which,  while  the  Popes  refided  at  Avi- 
gnon, were  reduced  to  the  number  of  twenty  thoufand.  Padua  is  now 
fuppofed  to  contain  forty  thoufand  fouls. 

Padua  boafts  of  being  the  nurfmg-mother  and  tutorefs  of  the  proud 
Venice ;  to  which  young  city  it  fent  Magiftrates,  and  Judges,  at  the 
time  when,  laying  its  foundations  on  the  little  iflands  where  it  ftands, 
it  offci'ed  a  fecure  retreat  to  the  numerous  Italians,  vx^ho  fled  from  the 
defolating  Atiila.  In  the  mean  while,  Padua,  if,  after  a  lapfe  of  cen- 
turies, it  can  confole  itfelf  for  the  lofs  of  its  often- interrupted  indepen- 
dence, may  efteem  itfelf  happy  under  the  government  of  a  powerful 
Republic  ;  tliat  knows  how  to  protect  its  territories,  and  that  is  ho- 
noured for  the  mildnefs  and  the  wifdom  with  which  it  rules. 

The  Church  of  St.  Juftina  is  large,  handfome,  and  ornamented  with 
an  excellent  pidure  by  Paul  Veronefe  ;  the  fubject  of  which  is  the 
martyrdom  of  the  Saint  to  whom  the  church  is  dedicated. 

In  the  Church  of  Saint  Auguftin,  we  faw  John  the  Baptift,  by  Guido; 
which  is  one  of  the  moft  perfect  pictures  of  this  great  mafter.  Pro- 
teftants  are  buried  in  the  cloifter  of  the  church ;  and  monuments 
erected  to  their  memory  even  in  the  portico. 

The  Church  of  St.  Anthony  of  Padua,  the  patron  of  the  city,  by 
whom  the  Italians  fo  frequenty  fwear,  and  wliofe  name  they  fo  often 
invoke  when  they  undertake  any  arduous  tafk,  is  vifited  by  the  moft 
devout  of  the  pilgrims. 

Near  the  Palazzo  Fofcari  is  a  church  belonging  to  that  family  ;  the 
walls  of  which,  from  top  to  bottom,  are  en.belliihed  with  the  frefco 
paintings  of  Giotto  ;  one  of  the  earlieft  of  the  Italian  painters.  He 
was  born  in  the  year  1276,  and  diea  in  1336;  and  Vefpignano,  in 
Tuicany,  was  the  place  of  his  birth.  Cimabue,  a  native  Greek,  who 
with  other  Greeks  had  been  fent  for  by  the  Senate  of  Florence,  that 
they  might  introduce  the  art  of  painting  to  Italy,  found  the  young 
Giotto,  who  was  a  goatherd,  drawing  the  figure  of  that  animal  on  a 
ftone.    Cii^iabue  took  the  boy  with  him  to  Florence,  at  which  city  he 

foon 
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loon  figaallzed  himfelf.  In  the  pidures  of  this  church,  we  fee  the 
mind  of  the  man  combating  with  the  rudenefs  of  early  art.  After  tlie 
manner  of  the  painters  of  thofe  times,  his  genius  defcends  to  the  low 
comic,  even  when  the  fubjed  is  ferious ;  as  is  vifible  in  his  reprefenta- 
tion  of  hell.  Still  however  his  pidures  prove  he  pofTefTed  genius. 
He  likewife  was  a  fculptor,  and  an  architect. 

In  the  open  place  before  this  church  the  bronze  equeftrian  flatue  of 
the  Venetian  General,  Gattamelata,  is  ereded  by  the  Republic.  The 
great  ancient  hall,  in  the  Council-houfe,  is  remarkable  :  its  figure  is  a 
rhomboidof  a  hundred  and  fixteen  paces  in  length,  and  thirty-eight  in 
breadth  ;  and  it  is  wainfcoted  with  an  internal  roof  terminating  in  a 
point.  The  walls  above  and  below  are  painted  without  choice  of  fub- 
jed.  The  buft  of  Livy,  which  is  antique,  is  interefting.  Near  it  is 
the  buft  of  Dondi ;  who  was  furnamed  Orologio.  He  was  a  native  of 
Padua,  lived  at  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and  invented 
a  clock  which  defcribed  the  courfe  of  the  fun  and  the  moon,  and  the 
changes  of  the  latter.  In  this  hall  there  is  a  ftone,  on  which  debtors 
ufed  formerly  to  fit ;  as  an  avowal  that  they  could  not  fatisfy  their  cre- 
ditors. 

The  Univerfity  was  founded  by  Frederic  the  Second  in  the  year 
12:22  ;  and  became  fo  Yimous  that  ftudents  were  fent  thither  from  all 
parts  of  Europe.  The  great  Galileo  here  taught  geometry  ;  and  the 
number  of  ftudents  in  former  times  confifted  of  eighteen  thoufand. 

This  foundation  was  favoured  by  the  Republic  of  Venice  ;  which 
thus  excited  the  favourable  zeal  of  the  fcholars,  who  kept  the  citizens 
that  had  unwillingly  renounced  their  independance  in  awe.  The  num- 
ber of  ftudents  at  prefcnt  is  only  fix  hundred.  The  Republic  expends- 
very  much  on  this  Univerfity  ;  the  profeflbrs  of  which  are  well  paid. 

The  botanic  garden  is  the  fineft  in  Italy.      The  Flrmiaim  of  China, 

which  is  ftill  generally  unknown  in  Europe,  here  attains  the  fize  of  a 

large  tree.     Its  clear  verdure  and  fpreading  foliage,  with  its  tall  and 

ilender  trunk,  give  it  a  ftately  appearance, 
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Various  plants,  which  we  had  met  with  wild  in  the  kingdoms  of 
Naples -and  Sicily,  here  grow  fome  againfl:  a  wall  and  fome  in  pots. 

I  have  no  where  feen  the  memofa^  the  binonia  catalpa^  the  tulip  tree, 
and  xhtjiaphylaa  phinata^  fo  large  as  in  this  garden. 

Another  garden  is  under  the  fuperintendance  of  a  public  profeffor, 
who  gives  lectures  on  agriculture. 

Petrarch  was  a  Canon  of  Padua  ;  and  Ariofto  and  Taflb  both  ftu- 
died  in  this  city. 

There  is  a  fpacious  circular  place  in  Padua,  which  is  the  largeft  that 
I  have  met  with  ;n  any  city.  It  is  embellifhed  with  eighty  ftatues  of 
famous  men,  who  have  deferved  well  of  Padua,  or  of  Venice,  or  who 
have  honoured  Padua  by  their  refidence,  or  prefence.  Among  the 
perfons  not  natives,  the  moil  remarkable  are  Galileo,  Petrarch,  Ariofto, 
Taffo,  Stephen  Batori,  John  Sobiefki,  and  Guftavus  Adolhus.  To 
thefe  three  Kings,  who  ftudied  in  Padua,  their  modern  fuccefTors,  the 
prefent  King  of  Poland  and  the  late  King  of  Sweden,  have  caufed  fta- 
tues to  be  ereded. 

We  travelled  from  Naples  to  Padua  with  poft-horfes :  although 
ftrangers  are  continually  warned  againft  Italian  pofts,  and  inns,  and 
therefore  ufually  hire  a  vetturino ;  who  employs  his  own  cattle,  and 
takes  upon  himfelf  the  expence  at  the  inns.  If  the  vetturino  be  art 
honeft  man,  like  him  who  brought  us  laft  year  from  Geneva  to  Rome, 
and  from  Rome  to  Naples,  the  traveller  then  has  no  trouble  :  except 
that  he  journeys  very  flowly,  is  frequently  obliged  to  rife  at  two  in  the 
morning,  and  does  not  arrive  at  the  place  where  he  takes  a  fhort  night's 
reft  before  the  clofe  of  day.  But  you  have  neither  fuch  good  beds 
nor  entertainment  as  when  you  travel  with  poft-horfes.  In  the  latter 
cafe,  the  traveller  will  do  well,  as  foon  as  he  enters  the  houfe,  to  make 
an  agreement  with  the  landlord. 

With  refpedt  to  the  poftdiions,  their  demand  is  three  paoli,  for  the 

ufual  ftage  of  -ight  Italian  miles,  as  their  own  perquifite  :  but,  if  you 

give  them  no  more,  you  muft  wrangle  with  them  at  every  ftage.     If 

I  you 
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you  give  each  poftlllion  four  paoU^  he  will  be  tolerably  well  fatisfied  : 
though  he  will  feldoni  fail  to  afk  for  a  trifle  more,  in  addition.  To 
travel  poft  is  expenfive ;  but  it  is  the  moft  expeditious  mode  of  tra- 
velling. Poilillions  drive  fafer  and  quicker  than  the  vetturini:  befide 
which,  for  every  day's  delay  at  any  place  that  you  come  to,  you  muil 
pay  the  fame  to  the  vetturino  as  if  you  were  travelling. 

From  Padua,  we  took  boat  and  went  upon  the  Brenta  :  the  two 
arms  of  which,  that  join  again  at  fome  miles  diftance,  make  the  city 
nearly  an  ifland.  The  paflage  by  water  to  Venice  is  performed  in  half 
a  day.  On  each  bank  of  the  ftream  there  are  many  country  feats,  of 
the  principal  Veneiians  ;  which  render  the  paffage  pleafant :  but  I  do 
not  find  in  them  thofe  fuperior  charms  which  fome  travellers  have 
defcribed.  The  boat  is  drawn  by  a  horfe  ;  for  the  river,  by  the  aid  of 
four  fluices,  is  rendered  as  flat  as  a  canal.  At  the  difl:ance  of  live  Ita- 
lian miles  from  Venice,  you  come  to  the  open  fea  :  where  you  behold 
that  magnificent  city  feeming  to  fwim  and  rifmg  out  of  the  waters. 
The  profpedl:  is  unique  in  its  kind. 

The  appearance  of  the  city,  when  paflTmg  through  the  canals,  is 
ftill  more  fingular.  The  houfes  fl:and  upon  piles,  over  which  the 
waves  flow.  Some  rows  of  houfes  are  feparated  by  a  quay,  from  the 
canals  :  or  rather  from  the  fmall  arms  of  the  fea,  which  form  the 
iflands.  Others  ftand  immediately  in  the  water,  that  wafties  the  fl:one 
fteps  up  which  you  afcend  from  the  canals  to  the  houfes.  Thefe 
houfes  have  back-doors,  into  narrow  fl:reets :  by  which,  aided  by 
bridges,  all  parts  of  the  city  are  acceflible  to  foot  pafTengers.  The 
canals  are  covered  with  gondole^  each  of  which  is  rowed  by  a  man. 
Thefe  gondok  mufl:  all  be  black;  and  in  the  middle  they  have  each  a 
fmall  canopy,  which  muft  not  be  covered  with  any  other  ftuff  but 
black  cloth.  Hence  they  have  a  gloomy  appearance.  Being  long  and 
fmall,  they  fliim  lightly  along  in  fo  rapid  a  'Tiaiiner  that,  though  cau- 
tioufly  managed,  at  firil  they  terrify  fl:rangers.  Like  as  in  Naples  the 
coaches  throng  upon  each  other,  and  prefs  upon  the  crowded  people  in 

full 
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full  trot,  fo  do  the  light  gondole  fhoot  like  an  arrow  through  the  throng 
of  other  gondole^  without  running  foul  of  each  other. 

The  fun  was  gone  dov/n,  behind  the  mountains  of  Padua,  when 
we  arrived  at  Venice.  In  my  next  letter,  I  hope  to  tell  you  more  of 
the  fuuation  and  hiftory  of  this  remarkable  city.  All  good  be  with  you. 


LETTER    CIV. 


V, 


Venice,  24th  Oclober  1792. 


ENICE  cannot  boaft  of  that  remote  antiquity  which  is 
claimed  by  many  of  her  filler  cities  :  though  the  gentilitious  name  is 
loft  in  the  ancient  annals  of  hiftory.  Antiquarians  derive  the  Heneti 
from  the  Trojans:  who,  after  the  deftrudion  of  their  city,  retired  with 
Antenor  to  thefe  countries.  The  word  Heneti  was  changed  into  the 
word  Fe/ieti:  after  the  manner  in  which  the  ancient  Italians  ufually 
pronounced  Greek  words.  Sp'ma^  and  Hudria,  or  Adrla^  were  the 
moft  ancient  towns  of  this  country.  Spina  lay  on  the  left  fide  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Po.  Hadria  is  at  prefent  a  fmall  place,  known  by  the 
name  of  Adria. 

In  the  year  452,  when  Attila  deftroyed  the  mighty  Aquileia,  which 
is  now  a  little  town  on  the  eaftern  coaft,  and  every  where  fpread  the 
terror  of  his  name,  the  people  of  Aquileia  and  other  inhabitants  of 
thefe  countries  fled  to  the  marfties,  and  founded  Venice.  They  erected 
a  free  State  ;  which  remained  four  hundred  years  in  fafety  becaufe  of 
its  infignificance,  and  afterward  becaufe  of  its  increafing  power. 
During  four  hundred  years  they  continued  to  ele£t  confuls,  and  tri- 
bunes ;  but,  finding  them  abufe  their  power,  they  afked  permiflion  of 
the  Emperor  Leo  to  appoint  a  Duke. 

Weary 
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Weary  of  the  proceedings  of  their  Dukes,  in  the  year  1172,  they 
limited  this  dignity  and  named  a  Council  of  ten  nobles  ;  which  was 
intended  as  a  counterpoife  to  the  power  of  the  Duke.  In  the  year 
1296,  the  power  of  this  Council  was  ftill  farther  increafed.  The 
Duke,  or  Doge,  Gradefiigo^  with  peculiar  dignity,  willingly  renounced 
privileges  which  appeared  to  him  incompatible  with  freedom. 

In  the  middle  ages,  Venice  attained  that  fummit  of  grandeur  which 
excited  the  jealoufy  of  other  nations.  The  trade  of  this  RepubHc  ex- 
tended over  the  three  quarters  of  the  Old  Wjrld.  It  made  conquefts, 
but  always  for  the  increafe  and  fecurity  of  commerce.  The  Senate  at 
all  times  continued  firm  in  the  purfuit  of  their  prudent  fyflem  :  bv 
which  the  Cnnftitution  of  Venice  acquired  a  ftability,  which  has  been 
maintained  amid  ail  the  political  and  moral  revolutions  of  Europe.  It 
has  loft  Cyprus,  Candia,  and  the  Morea.  The  difcovery  of  the  pafTa^-e 
round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  has  opened  the  road  to  India  and  China 
to  other  nations:  whereas  ionnerly  Venice  alone  was  in  poiTeffion  of  the 
trade  of  the  Eaft  ;  which  it  carried  on  by  means  of  the  caravans  of  thofe 
countries,  and  bybringing  their  merchandize  over  the  Red  Sea  to  Europe. 

In  thofe  ages,  Germany  ^^as  wealthy.  Her  cities  fupptied,  not  only 
the  northern  kingdoms,  but  France  and  England  likewife,  with  the 
commodities  of  the  Tevant.  The  alliance  of  the  Hanfe  towns,  by 
traffic,  made  half  Europe  tributary  to  them  :  yet  the  Hanfe  towns 
themfelves  chiefly  received  their  wealth  from  the  fuperabundance  of 
Venice,  and  contributed  to  enrich  this  central  mart  of  the  knov/n  world. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  a  league  was  formed  at 
the  inftigation  oi  Pope  Julius  tlie  Second,  between  the  Emperor,  the 
Kings  of  France  and  Naples,  and  the  Dukes  of  Savoy  and  Ferrara,  for 
the  fubjugation  of  the  Republic.  Venice  it  is  true  loft  feveral  pro- 
vinces, but  refifted  her  puiflant  enemies  with  courage  and  caution  :  till 
this  terrific  league  was  difiblved  by  the  mutual  miftruft  of  its  chiefs. 

Since  the  revolution  of  the  year  1297,  the  great  Council  has  confifted 
of  all  the  nobility  of  Venice  that  were  of  age  :  that  is,  of  about  fifteen 

hundred 
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hundred  perfons  ;  who  at  leaft  have  the  right  to  take  then*  feat  in  the 
Senate,  whenever  they  pleafe.  The  age  of  majority  is  twenty-five. 
Each  male  child  of  the  five  hundred  and  thirty  famiUes,  v\rho  enjoy 
this  privilege,  muft  at  its  birth  be  regiftered  in  what  is  called  the  Golden 
Book.  The  families  have  equal  rights,  and  equal  rank.  Tlie  defcend- 
ants  of  the  twelve  tribunes,  who  chofe  the  firft  Doge,  conftitute  the 
eleven  principal  families  :  for  the  twelfth  is  extind:.  After  thefe,  the 
next  in  rank  are  the  defcendants  of  thofe  who  were  received  into  the 
great  Council  in  the  year  1 297  :  and  the  thu-d  order  confifts  of  thofe 
who  purchafed  this  right,  for  a  handred  thoufand  ducats,  in  times  of 
public  difl:refs. 

Esclufive  of  thefe,  Princes  and  Kings  thenifelves  are  prefented  with 
letters  of  Nobility.  The  Nobles  of  the  provinces  have  no  ihare  in  the 
public  affairs.  The  Great  Council  is  the  fole  Sovereign,  and  poflefles 
the  power  of  making  laws.  They  aflemble  on  Sundays  and  Saints' 
days  :  that  the  members  of  the  colleges  and  courts  of  juftice,  who  on 
other  days  are  bufied  by  the  affairs  entrufled  them,  may  be  prefent. 

This  aflembly  includes  in  itfelf  the  three  principal  chambers.  The 
firft  of  thefe  is  called  La  Signoria  ;  and  confifts  of  the  Doge  and  fix 
Senators,  v/ho  are  his  conftant  affiftants.  Each  of  thefe  Senators  ap- 
pertains to  one  of  the  fix  parts  into  w^hich  the  city  is  divided.  They 
may  be  called  the  tribunes  of  the  people.  To  the  Signoria  likewife 
appertain  the  fix  6'«'yi^r^;7^/,  or  chief  fages,  who  form  tli^  Miniftry; 
the  three  chiefs  of  the  great  criminal  tribunal  of  the  forty,  which  is 
called  Zi^  ^arantla ;  the  five  Savi  dt  Terra Jirma^\Nh.o  fuperintend  the 
war  department ;  and  the  five  Savi  degli  Ordlni^  to  whom  all  naval 
affairs  are  committed. 

The  fecond  chamber  confifts  of  upward  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
members.  Thefe  are  the  Senate,  who  are  likewife  called  //  ConfigUo 
de  i  Frcgadi^  the  entire  Signoria,  all  the  Magiftrates,  the  Council  of 
Ten  fixty  feleft  Senators,  and  fixty  other  Patricians,  or  Nobles,  who 
are  called  Soito  Prcgadi,     The   laft  named   hundred  and  twenty  arc 

elected 
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eleded  every  year.  The  power  of  determining  refides  (nthe  ConfigUo 
de  i  Prcgadi :  in  which  ailembly  the  moft  momentous  afiairs  are  de- 
bated, and  war  peace  and  alliances  are  there  concluded. 

The  third  chamber  conn  (Is  of  ten  perfons  :  II  ConfigUo  de  I  Dieci, 
The  power  of  this  chamber  is  fearful  to  the  Nobility  ;  againlt  w^hom 
only  it  is  direded.  From  its  fentence  there  is  no  appeal :  of  its 
adions  it  renders  no  account.  Its  authority  is  concentrated  in  three 
perfons  :  two  of  whom  are  named  from  the  Ten,  and  the  third  is  ap- 
pointed from  the  Council  of  the  Doge.  Thefe  three  State-inquifitors 
infpire  the  whole  Nobility  with  terror.  Their  dreadful  maxim  is, 
cor r ere  alia  pcna  prima  d^ejfaminar  la  colpa.  Punifh  before  you  exa- 
mine the  guilty.  By  them  the  Doge  himfelf  may  be  fentenced  to 
death.  Many  of  the  Nobles  are  fecretly  cited  to  come  before  their  tri- 
bunal ;  and  many  difappear  without  any  man  knowing  what  is  become 
of  them. 

In  the  laft  century,  Antonio  Fafcarini,  a  young  Senator,  fell  a  facri- 
fice  to  this  inquifition.  His  good  qualities,  his  underftanding,  and  the 
love  the  people  bore  him,  excited  the  jealoufy  of  thefe  fecret  infpedors. 
He  was  fummoned  and  put  to  death. 

How^ever  the  fubtlety  of  modern  philofophy,nayof  Montefquieu  him- 
felf, may  palliate  the  oftracifm  of  the  Athenians,  ftill  it  was  a  tyrannical 
and  unwife  law  :  unwife  becaufe  it  fettered  every  noble  enterprife,  and 
induced  the  chief  citizens  to  court  the  favour  of  the  people  ;  and  ty- 
rannical becaufe  it  was  capricious.  The  juft  Ariftides  was  its  facrifice. 
Pericles  efcaped  it,  not  fo  much  becaufe  perfuafion  fat  on  his  lips,  not 
from  the  thunder  of  his  eloquence,  but  becaufe  he  fhewed  himfelf  cul- 
pably obfequious  to  the  people. 

But  how  much  lefs  can  the  State  Inquifition  of  Venice  be  juftified  ! 
It  is  affirmed  to  be  necefTary,  by  the  Venetians,  for  the  fafety  of  the 
public.  Thirty  years  ago,  its  aboliiliment  was  taken  into  confideratioii 
by  the  Great  Council  ;  and  by  the  Great  Council  it  was  confirmed. 
Unlefs  it  be  aflerted  that  it  is  neceflary  to  overawe  the  power  of  the 
Vol.  U.  4  F  NobiHty^ 
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Nobllltv,  and  unlefs  this  power  can  only  be  overawed  by  tyrannical 
caprice,  and  thus  prevented  from  becoming  the  defpot  of  the  State, 
fuch  a  tribunal  mud  in  itfelf  be  unjuft.  It  is  a  mifconception  of  the 
firft  principles  of  morals  and  politics,  to  imagine  that  injuiiice  can  ever 
be  necefiary.  The  very  end  of  every  political  inftitute  is  fecurity 
so'ainft  power.  He  muft  be  a  tyro  in  politics  indeed  who  fuppofes  that 
tyranny  confifts  only  in  the  abufe  of  monarchical  power.  Each  Con- 
flitution  is  defpotic  in  v/hich  the  Sovereign,  whether  Prince,  Senate, 
or  People,  is  fuperior  to  the  lav/s  ;  and  can  act  according  to  caprice. 
Defpotic  Princes  are  eafily  induced  to  ad  abfurdly  :  under  their  go- 
vernment States  are  conftantly  fubje(3:to  change  ;  and  profperity  is  ca- 
fual,  becaufe  each  governs  according  to  the  verfatilities  of  his  own  opi- 
nions. Now  almoft  every  Prince,  being  defirous  to  counterad  the  faults 
of  his  predecefTor,  falls  himfelf  into  oppofite  vices.  A  fenate  communi- 
cates ftability  to  a  State  ;  becaufe  it  never  dies,  but  generally  remains  ia 
the  fame  fentiments  :  or,  generally  ccnduded  by  the  ftream  of  public 
opinion,  with  this  it  has  the  wifdom  to  fwim.  For  this  reafon  how- 
ever its  defpotifm  is  the  more  rooted,  if  a  wife  conftitution  be  not  its 
boundary. 

The  defpotifm  of  the  people  Is,  of  all  others,  the  moft  dreadful :  but 
it  has  no  durability.  The  people  are  always  in  their  minority.  De- 
magogues, the  worft  of  men,  are  their  tutors,  and  continually  lead 
them  into  anarchy  ;  and  from  anarchy  monarchical  defpotifm  invaria- 
bly refults.  The  people  then  difcover  too  late,  wdien  they  have  be- 
come too  corrupt  for  a  wife  conftitution,  that  democratical  defpotifm  is 
the  moft  dreadful  of  all  political  evils. 

The  conftitution  of  Venice  appears  to  m.e  only  to  have  fecured  itfelf 
againft  the  defpotifm  of  democracy,  and  monarchy,  by  the  ariftocracy 
having  taken  upon  itfelf  to  corred  its  own  abufe  of  power.  In  itfelf, 
this  conftitution  feems  exceedingly  imperfed :  but  in  its  adminiftra- 
tion  it  is  mild,  and  wife.  Both  city  arid  country  are  well  afFeded  to 
the  government :  the  provincial  nobility  no  doubt  the  leaft. 

In 
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In  like  manner  as  the  Tribunal  of  the  Ten  keep  the  nobility  of  Venice 
in  awe,  fo  does  the  Tribunal  of  the  Forty,  called  La  quarantta  crimlnale^ 
curb  the  remainder  of  the  Republic.  This  tribunal  maintains  its 
fecret  fpies ;  and  is  quickly  informed  of  whatever  may  appear  to  en- 
ilanger  the  repofe  of  the  State.  Eager  to  miftruft  and  quick  to  exe- 
cute, the  quarantia  is  dreadful  to  the  citizens  :  yet  it  does  not  infringe 
the  freedom  of  the  people  in  their  common  affairs.  If  they  obey  the 
laws,  and  enter  into  no  difcourfe  againft  the  government,  they  are  per- 
fectly fecure.  Whoever  fpeaks  too  freely  is  once,  or  oftener,  cited  and 
cautioned.  If  this  be  difregarded,  the  difobedient  is  then  for  a  time 
imprifoned. 

The  fpiritual  court  of  inquifition  has  little  power.  It  confifts  of 
the  Pope's  Nuncio,  the  Archbifhop  of  Venice,  who  is  Patriarch  of 
Dalmatia,  the  Inquifitor,  and  three  Lay-counfellors.  It  takes  no  cogni- 
zance either  of  blafphemy  or  of  the  licenfmg  of  books  ;  neither  are 
the  Jews  or  Greeks  dependant  upon  it.  Thefe  objeds  are  all  within 
thejurifdidion  of  the  Lay-magiftracy. 

1  had  almoft  forgotten  to  mention  the  Doge,  who  in  his  palace  and 
in  the  council  only  enjoys  princely  honours.  In  the  council,  he  has 
the  title  of  Serenita ;  or  Serene  ;  and  is  diftinguifhed  from  other  Sena- 
tors in  the  affembly  by  a  purple  mantle,  and  a  red  velvet  hat.  He 
holds  precedency  in  the  four  different  chambers  of  the  Council.  To 
him  all  petitions  and  memorials  are  addreffed  :  but  he  muft  communi- 
cate them  to  the  Council.  All  v/ritings  of  the  Great  Council  are  iffued 
in  his  name  :  as  likewife  are  the  credentials  of  ambalTadors  to  foreign 
courts ;  though  they  are  not  figned  by  him,  and  are  fealed  with  the 
arms  of  the  Republic.  He  does  not,  as  feveral  books  affirm,  poffefs 
two  votes,  but  only  one,  in  the  Council. 

The  coins  of  Venice  on  one  fide  have  the  name  and  the  figure  of  a 
Doge,  kneeling  to  St.  Mark ;  and  the  arms  of  the  Republic  on  the 
reverfe.  When  he  addreffes  the  great  council,  it  is  in  thefe  words  : 
"  Great  Council,  Sovereign  of  the  Republic  and  of  me." 

4  F  2  His 
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His  whole  revenue  con fi (is  only  of  15,000  ducats  of  Venice.  A 
Venetian  ducat  is  nearly  of  the  fame  value  as  a  Convention  dollar  *. 
He  is  annually  obliged  to  give  five  magnliicent  feafts  ;  and  to  invite  all 
foreign  ambaffadors,  and  the  patricians  in  office,  according  to  their 
rank.  This  revenue  therefore,  or  rather  this  falary,  is  certainly  too 
little ;  when  we  recoiled;  that  the  perfon  who  is  eledled  may  not 
renounce  the  dignity,  although  the  council  may  object  to  the  perfon 
elected,  or  depofe  him  when  in  office.  He  has  indeed  fome  cafual  per- 
quifites,  and  fells  all  the  employments  of  his  palace. 

The  church  of  St.  Mark  only  is  under  his  jurifdidion  ;  and  the 
benefices  belonging  to  it  are  in  his  gift.  He  beftows  the  order  of 
Knight  of  St.  Mark.  While  he  lives,  neither  his  children  nor  brothers 
muft  afpire  to  the  firft  dignities  of  the  Repubhc,  or  to  the  office  of 
ambaffiidor. 

It  is  faid  of  the  Doge  :  He  is  a  king  in  purple,  a  counfellor  in  the 
council,  a  prifoner  in  the  city,  and  out  of  it  a  private  perfon.  In  the 
city,  he  is  always  attended  by  the  fix  fenatori  ;  who  with  him  confti- 
tute  the  Sigfioria :  nor  is  he  permitted  to  leave  Venice  without  their 
fanction. 

On  the  day  of  Afcenfion,  he  goes  upon  the  water  on  board  of  a  fii- 
perb  veflel,  called  the  Bucentoro,  attended  by  the  Lords  of  the  Sigiioria-y 
foreign  ambafladors,  and  innumerable  gondole.  On  this  occafion  he 
throws  a  gold  ring  into  the  fea ;  on  which  he  pronounces  the  follow- 
ing Latin  fentence  :  Defponfamus  te^  mare^  infigniim  vert  perpcttiique  do" 
minii,  VVc  efpoufe  thee,  oh  fea  !  in  token  of  true  and  eternal  fove- 
reignty. 

When  dead,  his  body  with  all  the  infignia  of  his  dignity  lies  three 
days  in  ftate,  in  the  palace  ;  during  which  time  his  government  is  fcru- 
tinized,  by  inquifitors  who  are  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  His  cre- 
ditors are  likewife  fummoned.  If  his  government  be  pronounced  un- 
jiuft,  his  relations  are  fined  :  they    likewife  are   obliged   to  pay  his 

*  Bin  Thaler  Conventions  Geld.     I  do  not  know  what  Convention  money  means.     T. 
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debts :  neither  is  he  buried  at  the  expencc  of  the  Republic.  It  cannot 
efcape  your  memory  that  a  fimilar  court  fat  in  judgment  over  the  dead 
Kings  of  ancient  Egypt. 

The  Doge  is  eleded  by  a  pluraUty  of  votes,  in  the  Great  Council. 
Thefe  votes  are  never  given  verbally,  in  Venice  ;  but,  on  all  occafions, 
the  negative,  or  affirmative,  is  fignified  by  little  balls.  In  the  choice 
of  the  Doge,  there  is  a  mixture  of  intention  and  of  chance  ;  by  the 
latter  of  which  it  is  determined  who  fhall  finally  be  the  electors.  The 
manner  of  eledion  makes  it  difficult  to  choofe  an  improper  perfon  for 
the  office :  nor  is  it  eafy  for  any  man  to  influence  the  choice,  for  no 
one  knows  who  will  at  laft  be  the  eledors.  Thofe  in  whofe  favour 
the  nine  firft  balls  are  given  eled  forty ;  and  thofe  of  the  forty  who 
have  twelve  balls  eled:  five-and-twenty  in  addition.  Of  this  number 
nine  perfons,  who  have  drav/n  golden  balls,  choofe  forty  more :  eleven 
of  thefe,  who  are  appointed  in  the  fame  way,  eled  one-and-forty 
counfellors.  Thefe  perfons  finally  proceed  to  the  eledion  ;  which  re- 
mains undetermined  till  fome  one  perfon  has  five-and-twenty  voices 
in  his  favour.  In  all  other  important  decifions  a  rnajority  of  two 
balls  is  required :  in  affairs  of  lefs  moment,  a  majority  of  one  is  de- 
cifive. 

The  balls  are  thrown  into  a  pafte-board  box,  which  has  three  aper- 
tures underneath  :  one  white,  one  green,  and  one  red.  The  white  is 
the  affirmative,  the  green  the  negative,  and  the  red  is  called  No?i  fm- 
cera  :  for  in  this  thofe  perfons  throw  their  balls  who  are  undetermined. 
By  thefe  means,  it  remains  wholly  unknown  what  is  the  opinion  of 
each  eledor,  and  whether  he  have  voted,  or  for  whom. 

As  Prefident  of  the  different  chambers,  the  Doge  has  the  right  to 
remind  the  judges  and  other  magiflrates  of  their  duty :  but,  as  his 
power  is  fo  limited,  it  is  a  privilege  which  he  feldom  exercifes. 

When  he  addrefles  the  affembly,  the  members:  all  (land  ;  and  the 
honour  thus  fhewn  him  frequently  prevents  him  from  opening  his  lips^ 

Ci 
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or  from  holding  any  long  diicourie  :  he  being  very  careful  to  give 
offence  to  none. 

Judging  by  appearances,  vv^e  might  be  inclined  to  think  the  Doge  a 
fuperfluous  perfon  in  the  Repuolic  ;  and  to  tell  the  Venetians  they 
vs'oidd  have  done  better  if,  inftead  of  this  eternal  Iliadow  of  power, 
they  had  indulged  themfclves  in  the  poffibility,  on  extraordinary 
occafions,  of  nominating  a  citizen  for  a  fhort  period,  who,  Hable  after- 
ward to  be  brought  to  account,  fhould  poffefs  unlimited  rule  after  the 
example  of  the  Romans,  when  they  either  conferred  abfolute  pov/er 
on  one  of  their  confuls,  with  the  formula  Nc  quid  detrimenti  capiat  res 
publica:  Look,  conful,  that  the  Republic  receive  no  injury  :  or  when 
they  appointed  one  of  their  confuls  dictator. 

On  a  nearer  inveiligation  however  of  this  important  quellion,  we 
may  incline  to  think  the  office  of  Doge  not  fo  infignificant  as  it  ap- 
})ears.  The  privilege  of  precedency  in  the  four  chambers  incontefli- 
biy  gives  him  much  influence,  though  he  only  has  a  fnigle  vote. 
Neither  will  thofe  have  any  deep  knowledge  of  man  who  are  igno- 
rant that  the  pomp  of  office  gives  a  value  to  his  opinion,  of  which  in 
itfelf  it  is  not  poffeffed.  The  pradice  of  the  Romans  was  effedive, 
and  more  than  oncefaved  the  Republic:  but  it  v:as  dangerous. 

The  palace  of  the  Doge  is  called  II pala%%o  d'l  SaJi  Marco  :  after  the 
great  place  of  St.  Mark.  This  palace  contains  the  halls  of  affembly 
for  the  Great  Council,  for  the  Senate  or  Coiifiglio  de  i  Fregadi^  for  the 
Council  of  Ten,  for  the  Signorla,  and  the  hall  in  which  the  Doge 
gives  audience  to  ambafladors,  with  the  hall  of  four  doors,  and 
others.  Each  of  thefe  is  embellifhed  with  paintings,  of  the  Ve- 
netian fchool,  by  Titian,  Paul  Veronefe,  Tintorett,  Vicentino,  Old 
Palma,  the  three  brothers,  Gian-Ponte,  Francefco  and  Leandro  Baflano, 
Cavaliere  Liberi,  Zuccharini,  and  Lazarini,  reprefenting  the  principal 
events  in  the  hiftory  of  Venice. 

In  the  paffages  of  this  palace  there  are  Lion-heads  of  marble,  above 

and 
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and  below,  down  the  mouths  of  which  fecret  complaints  are  thrown  ;. 
which  fall  into  boxes,  the  keys  of  which  are  kept  by  the  State-inquifi- 
tors,  who  are  to  determine  whether  the  complaints  are  well-founded. 
There  is  an  infcription  under  each  Lion-head,  (ignifying  to  what  kind 
of  mifdemeanor  it  is  appropriated. 

The  church  of  St.  Mark  is  likewife  built  in  the  place  of  that  name  ; 
the  fantafcic  archited:ure  of  which  has  imparted  to  it  lomething  of  a 
chara<5ler  of  greatnefs.  Facing  the  church  in  this  place  there  are  five 
large  arcades,  over  tlie  centre  one  of  which  four  gilded  horfes,  mo- 
delled of  Corinthian  brafs,  are  placed  ;  which  the  Venetians,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  ti^^  thirteenth  century  under  the  command  of  their  great 
Doge  Dandolo,  with  the  aid  of  the  French,  brought  from  Conflanti- 
nople,  after  taking  that  city,  and  placed  them  in  Venice.  They  had 
been  fcnt  from  Rome  to  Conflantinople  by  Confiantine  the  Great; 
and  had  ornamented  the  triumphal  arches  firft  of  Nero,  and  then  of 
Trajan.  Their  great  beauty  appears  to  denote  that  they  were  of  the 
flourifhing  times  of  Greek  art  :  though  I  will  not  pretend  to  affirm, 
with  the  Venetians,  that  they  are  the  work  of  Lyfippus,  the  contem- 
porar)^of  Alexander  the  Great. 

The  place  of  St.  Mark,  which  properly  confifts  of  two  places.  La 
f'ia%,%a  e  lapiazetta^  or  the  Place  and  the  Little  Place,  though  the 
fmalleft  is  very  fpacious,  adds  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  city  ;  and 
is  juftly  efteemed  as  one  of  the  lirft,  if  not  the  very  firft,  and  moft 
beautiful  of  the  kind  in  Europe. 

The  Magiftrates  called  Prociiratorl  di  San  Marco  are  next  in  rank 
to  the  Doge  :  their  influence  however  in  the  government  is  not  confi- 
derable.  Thev  are  divided  into  three  orders..  The  Frocio-aiori  di 
Jopra  are  the  proper  Prociiratorl  di  San  Marco,  The  Procm^atori  dl 
citra  have  the  jurifdidion  of  that  part  of  the  city  which  lies  on  this 
fide  of  the  great  canal  ;  and  the  Prociiratori  oltra  on  the  other  fide. 
The  firfl  have  precedence  of  all  the  other  nobility  ;  and  from  their 

body 
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body  the  Doge  Is  generally  chofen.     Under  their  fuperintendaiice  are 
the  library  of  Sa?i  Marco,  the  churcli  revenues,  and  the  archives. 

The  I'econd  and  third  claires  are  Executors  of  legacies  ad pias  caii-^ 
fas,  have  the  proted:ion  of  orphans  and  widows,  annually  divide  cer- 
tain fums  for  the  portioning  of  poor  girls,  and  fuperintend  the 
ranfom  of  the  Chriftians  imprifoned  by  the  Barbary  corfairs.  If  I  do 
jiot  miftake,  they  are  nominated  by  the  Doge.  He  generally  appoints 
fuch  perfons  as  have  been  ambaffadors  to  foreign  courts,  provided  they 
are  rich  :  for  the  office  is  highly  expenfive.  Their  ufual  number  is 
eleven  ;  and  thefe  offices  had  their  origin  in  the  eleventh  century, 
when  one  of  the  principal  citizens  was  firft  intruded  with  the  admini- 
ilration  of  the  revenue,  and  the  fuperintendance  of  the  church  of  Sa?i 
Marco. 

Venice  has  nothing  to  fear  from  an  enemy.  The  fea  which  fur--- 
rounds  it,  and  which  is  called  the  Lagiina,  is  fo  fliallow  that  great 
fhips  cannot  approach  the  city,  without  going  through  the  canals  ;  the 
courfe  of  which  are  denoted  by  piles,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  would  all  be 
taken  away.  It  requires  large  fums  annually  to  cleanfe  thefe  canals, 
which  are  cut  through  the  whole  city  in  great  numbers.  Some  of 
them  wafh  the  houfes  ;  and  many  rows  of  houfes  have  a  quay  between 
them  and  the  water.  The  great  canal  winds  through  the  city,  which 
it  divides  ;  and  over  this  the  fuperb  bridge  called  the  Rialto  is  built, 
of  marble,  and  has  one  lofty  arch,  and  three  ftreets  j  the  central  one 
of  which  has  fhops,  both  in  back  and  in  front. 

Founded  on  feventy-two  iflands,  the  different  quarters  of  Venice  are 
connected  with  each  other  by  nearly  five  hundred  bridges  ;  under 
which  the  gojidok  can  pafs.  The  hum  and  tumult  of  the  amphibious 
gondoliers  are  aftonifhingly  animated  !  What  muft  they  have  been  dur- 
ing the  times  when  the  profperity  of  Venice  was  at  its  height  ;  and 
when  it  was  the  centre  of  commerce  between  the  eaftern  and  the  weftern 
world  ?  The  gondok  are  all  black  j  the  meaneft  of  coloured  wood,  the 

others 
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others  covered  with  hlack  cloth.  It  Is  duTicult  to  accuftom  the  eye  to 
their  gloomy  appearance.  Were  they  unable  to  limit  the  luxury  of 
which  they  were  afraid  in  any  other  manner?  Why  mud  thefe  little 
boats  have  each  the  appearance  of  ahearfe?  For  the  covered  place  in 
which  the  pafTengersfit  looks  like  a  coffin.  However  they  are  conve- 
niently contrived,  fo  that  you  may  either  fit  or  lie  down  at  pleafure;  and 
they  haveglafs  windows  on  each  fide  which  will  open.  One  gondolier 
rows  at  the  ftem  ;  another  at  the  ftern ;  and  there  is  fufficient  room  for 
four  palTengers.  The  veifels  glide  rapidly  along  ;  and  formerly  the  gon- 
doliers ufed  to  nng  paflages  from  Arlofto,  and  Taflb  :  but  now  only 
fome  old  man  among  them  is  occafionally  heard  to  chaunt  flanzas  from 
thefe  poets.  The  dialed:  of  the  gondoliers  is  a  little  different  from 
that  of  the  Venetians.  Taflb's  Jerufiilem  Delivered  has  been  tranflated 
into  thirteen  different  dialeds  of  Italy.  So  great  is  the  love  of  thefe 
people  for  their  poets.  It  is  very  pleafant  on  an  evening  to  fee  the  lan- 
terns of  X.h.Q  gondole  gliding  along  the  canal,  while  the  boats  that  bear 
them  are  invifible.  It  might  be  imagined  that  the  darknefs  in  which 
the  Government  veils  itfelf,  its  tribunal  of  the  quarantia^  its  inquiil- 
tion,  and  its  fecret  fpies,  with  the  opportunity  which  every  man  has 
of  accufation  through  the  open  jaws  of  the  lions  in  the  palace  of  tiie 
Doge,  would  render  the  nation  deceitful  and  gloomy.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  people  have  as  much  jocularity  and  vivacity  as  any  in  Italy, 
and  feldom  are  guilty  of  crimes.  Exclufive  of  the  opera,  there  are 
five  different  play-houfes  here.  The  Venetian  I'rujfaldino  is  at  lead  as 
comic  as  the  Pulidnello  of  the  Neapolitans,  if  not  more  fo  ;  and  his 
blunders  put  the  thronging  fped:ators  in  a  roar  and  fhake  the  houfe 
with  laughter. 

It  is  cuflomary  for  foreigners  to  reproach  the  Italian  comedy  Vv'ith 
exaggeration,  or  buffoonery  :  a  reproach  which  I  grant  the  fober  Ger- 
man and  French  comedy  but  feldom  deferves.  But  is  exaggeration  a 
defed  in  comedy  ?  Is  not  the  attention  turned  by  caricature  to  the  re- 
marking of  little  abfurdities  ?  If  all  excefs  be  baniflied,  with  It  v\^e  mud 

Vol.  II.  4G  banlfh 
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banllh  laughter.  We  neither  reproach  Arlftophanes,  Plautus,  Cer- 
vantes, Hogarth,  nor  Sterne,  when  the)«  afford  us  inflruttion  by  the 
traits  of  caricature  which  genius  affords  *.  They  do  but  pour  our  own 
follies  dovrn  our  lauglnng  throats.  I  regret  as  much  as  any  man  the 
want  of  the  fine  cliaracteriftic  traits  of  manners,  in  the  Italian  comedy, 
and  that  deep  knowledge  of  man  which  the  philofophic  Terence  pof- 
feffes :  but  do  I  feel  none  of  this  regret  for  our  own  comedy  ?  If  the 
opinion  of  Leffing  be  true,  that  we  are  not  yet  fufficiently  advanced  to 
endure  the  abfence  of  Harlequin,  and  I  cannot  but  think  the  remark 
well  grounded,  if  we  wifli  to  have  a  piece  entirely  comic,  we  have 
then  no  right  to  fpurn  at  the  genial  abfurdities  of  the  Biiffo^  the  Puhc't^ 
nello^  or  the  'TriiJ^aldino. 

Should  any  one  reprobate  their  immorality,  an  accufation  which 
their  equivocal  obfcenities  not  only  juftify  but  loudly  demand,  while 
I  join  in  the  reproof,  I  muft  afk  whether  our  comedies  are  entirely 
pure  ?  though  I  grant  they  do  not  produce  the  fame  fullnefs  of  effect ; 
becaufe  their  authors,  when  they  prefent  brandy  to  the  fpedator,  are 
careful  to  give  it  a  plentiful  dafh  of  water.  There  is  an  original  trait 
in  Plautus,  which  has  been  the  admiration  of  centuries.  It  is  the  pai- 
fage  where  old  Euclio,  fufpedling  himfelf  to  be  robbed  by  his  flave, 

*  This  is  a  doubtful  and  a  difficult  queftion ;  and  it  ought  firfl  to  be  decided  that 
thefe  authors,  at  leafl  the  modern,  are  caricaturifts  before  they  are  fo  called.  Hogarth 
in  particular,  who  has  been  fo  (ligmatifed  the  mofl  frequently,  fpurned  at  the  accufation  ; 
and  I  think  juftly.  And  which  was  the  beft  judge  :  the  phlegmatic  drone,  who  walks 
the  world  with  his  eyes  fliut ;  or  the  keen,  the  waking,  the  watchful  Hogarth  ?  I  never 
met  with  a  face,  in  Hogarth,  that  I  could  not  honefhly  fwear  to  having  feen  its  proto- 
type times  out  of  number.  Cervantes,  Sterne,  caricaturifts  ?  To  me,  I  confefs,  this  is 
poetical  blafphemy  !  That  which  we  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  note  down  in  our  me- 
mory, we  affirm,  with  the  effrontery  of  felf-fatisfatSlion,  does  not  exift-.  The  Prince  of 
iSianijOr  oi  feme  hot  country,  called  the  man  a  liar  who  told  him  of  ice  j  and,  what  is 
mere  ftrange,  the  ambulators  of  large  cities  call  the  man  a  caricaturift,  who  exhibits  a 
piiflure  of  objefts  which  they  daily  meet,  yet  cannot  be  faid  to  fee.  Thefe  remarks  have 
no  relation  to  the  obfcen'-.  or  the  difgufting,  buffooneries  either  of  Italy  or  of  any  other 
laation.     T. 

2  Stro- 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  595 

Strobilus,  afks  him  to  fhew  his  hands  ;  and,  in  the  rage  of  fufpicionj 
requires  to  fee  his  third  hand. 

Eucl.      OJlendc  hue  mantis. 
■Str.        Hej7i  tlb'i  ojiendi  !  eccas  ! 
Eucl.     Videoy  age  ojlende  et'iam  tertiam. 

Plaut.  Aui.aiSl.  iv.  ic.  5. 

Eucl.  Shew  me  your  hands. 
Btr.  Here  they  are  :  look  ! 
FaicI.     Ay  !  But  faew  me  your  third  hand  ! 

This  exaggeration  places  the  comic  of  the  underftanding  in  its  true 
point  of  view ;  and  fimilar  traits  are  frequently  found  in  the  Italian 
comedy:  uttered  chiefly  by  the  Buffo,  Pulicinello,  or  TrufFaldino.  I 
am  far  from  prefenting  this  fpecies  as  a  model,  and  much  lefs  as  the  bed 
of  models,  for  comedy :  but  no  one  who  has  once  feen  the  Italian 
comedy  vail  deny  that  it  pofl'efl'es  humour. 

In  the  place  of  St.  Mark,  and  en  the  new  great  quay  by  the  fea  fide^ 
quack  doctors,  tumblers,  jugglers,  and  people  who  fmg  tragical  ditties, 
with  animated  gefticulation,  afTemble  ;  and  it  is  affirmed  that  thefe  di- 
verting gentry  are  fecretly  paid  by  the  Government,  to  keep  the  citi- 
zens in  good  humour.  But  I  fufpe6t  that  a  Government  fo  cautious 
would  not  adopt  a  meafiire  that,  were  it  known,  might  have  bad  con- 
fequences.  The  people  every  where  refemble  children  ;  whofe  fports 
are  permitted,  and  promoted,  but  openly.  If  any  fccret  intention  be 
difcovered,  their  pleafure  changes  to  mlftrufl;  :  they  begin  to  imagine 
themfelves  unhappy  as  foon  as  they  are  aware  that  clandeftlne  artifices 
are  employed  for  their  amufement.  In  fad:,  the  Government  is  in  no 
need  of  fuch  an  artifice  ;  for  the  people  are  harmlefs,  and  happy. 

The  Nohil't  di  Vene%ia^  or  Nobility  of  Venice,  who  are  likewife  called 

Fatric'ty  or  Patricians,  muft  not  appear  in  the  public  theatres  except  in 

dominos ;  and  with  mafks  either  covering  the  face  or  pendant  from 

the  hat.     They  govern  the  Republic,  but   are  themfelves  under  ri- 

-gorous  reftraint.     The  Lords  of  the -fecret  State  Inquifition,  to  whofe 

4  ^  -^  ''ii^i- 
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animadverfions  alone  the  Patricians  are  fubje£t,  are  by  no  means  fo  In- 
dulgent as  the  Council  of  Forty,  wb^  watch  the  conduct  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  have  their  fpies.  Neither  Patricians  nor  their  wives  dare 
travel,  without  permiflion.  If  guilty  of  any  mifdemeanor,  they  are 
punifhed  with  arrefl ;  without  knowing  for  what  length  of  time,  and 
without  their  friends  daring  to  Intercede  in  their  behalf.  This  proud 
but  prudent  oligarchy  well  forefaw  that  the  refped:  of  the  reigning 
families  muft  depend  on  their  manners ;  and  that  thofe  rulers,  who 
wifhed  for  authority  without  rendering  themfelvcs  hateful,  muft  them- 
felves  be  fubje6t  to  the  i'everefl:  reftrid:ioiiS. 

The  fufpicion  Vv'ith  which  they  treat  foreign  envoys,  and  ambaf- 
fadors,  is  equally  unjuft  and  unworthy.     No  Patricians,  either'in  town 
or  country,  dare  vifit  them  or  receive  their  viiits  :  neither  muft  their 
wives  vifit  or  receive  vifits  from  them  ;  and  whoever  belongs  to  the 
family  of  an  ambaflador  is  as  much  avoided,  by  the  Patrician^,  as  the 
ambaflador  himfelf.     It  is  not  thirty  years  fmce   all   travellers  were 
excluded  from  the  fociety  of  the  Patricians,  as  foon  as  they  had  any 
intercourfe  with  an  ambaffador :  but  in  the  feverity  of  this  rule  they" 
have  now  relaxed.     Ambafladors  may  have  free   intercourfe  with   the 
merchants,  and  provincial  nobility.     Till  within  thefe  forty  years,  no 
ambaflador,  except  the  Nuncio,  had  any  public  entraiice  :  nor  were 
any  admitted   to  an  audience  with  the  D'  ge,  or  invited  to  the  public 
feafts  which  are  given  by  that  magiftrate.     They  do  not  tranfa6:  bufi- 
nefs  with  the  Savi  grandi  by  word  of  mouth,  but   by  writing  j  and 
anfwers  are  tranfmitted  to  them  by  a  fecretary.     Thefe  anfwers   are 
read  to  the  envoy,  or  the  ambaflador  ;  and  are  taken  down  in  writing 
by  his  fecretary,  the  originals   being  carried  back  by  the  Venetian 
fecretary. 

It  i?  ignoble  and  unwife  to  confider  foreign  ambafl^adors,  whofe  dig- 
nified office  it  is  to  be  the  mediators  of  p^ace,  and  to  employ  their 
whole  power  to  preferve  concord  between  nation  and  nation,  I  fay  it 
is  impolitic  to  treat  fuch  men  as  fpies.     In  Venice,  this  pradice  is  the 

more 
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more  abfurd  becaufe,  in  defiance  of  all  their  precautions,  no  determi- 
nation of  the  Qorifiglio  de  i  Pregadi^  which  confifts  of  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  members,  can  remain  fecret ;  and  in  this  aflembly  the 
fubjed^  of  war,  peace,  and  alliance,  are  treated   and  concluded  on. 
Here  an  the  affairs  that  relate  to  foreign  nations  are  difcuffed  :  objedls 
which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  have  been  confided  to  the  Signoria  ;  as 
it  is  exceedingly  natural  that  the  final  determination  on  fubjeds  fo  im- 
portant fhould  be  confirmed  by  the  vote  of  the  Coftftglio  de  i  Pregadi, 
The  Republic  has  adhered  about  fixty  years  to  its  fyftem  of  neutra- 
lity :  but  It  is  an  armed  neutrality.     It  appears  to  me  to  have  wifely 
renounced  all  thought  of  conqueft  ;  and  to  have  firmly  determined  to 
maintain  its  pofTeiTions  on  both  fides  of  the  Adriatic,  and  in  the  Greek 
illands. 

The  Arfenal  no  doubt  is  as  worthy  of  obfervation  as  any  arfenal  in 
Europe  :  for  it  confifts  of  ftores  both  for  fea  and  land.  Arms  for  fixty 
thoufand  foot  and  twenty  thoufand  horfe  are  arranged  in  an  orna- 
mental manner;  and  decorated  with  ancient  armour,  and  Turkifh 
fpoils.  At  the  entrance  of  the  arfenal,  there  are  two  antique  coloflal 
lions,  of  Parian  marble  ;  which  were  brought  from,  the  celebrated  Pi- 
rsean  haven,  by  the  Doge  Francefco  Morofini ;  who  took  Athens,  and 
fo  heroically  defended  Candia. 

I  am  aflurcd  that  two  thoufand  eight  hundred  workmen   are   daily 
employed  in  the   arfenal:  where  you  fee  rope-makers,  anchor- fmiths 
and  cannon-founders.     The  provilion  of  artillery,  mortars,  howitzers 
and  other  inftruments  of  deftrudion,  is  dreadful.     The  arfenal  contains 
eighteen  fliipe  of  the  line,  and  fix  frigates,  each  in  its  covered  dry  dock  ; 
and  fix  new  (hips  of  the  Hue  are  now  building.     Contrary  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  every  other  maritime  power,  all  veflels  that  carry  lefs  than  fixty- 
four  guns  ^re  efteemed  frigates :  while  the  French  fhips  above  forty, 
and  the  Englifh  above  fift^   are  ranked  as  ftiips  of  the  line. 

The  pradice  o-^  preferving  fiiips  under  cover,  in  dry  docks,  has  its 

advantages.     Ships  may  in  this  manner  be  preferved  during  a  long 

I  courfe 
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courfe  of  years :  whereas  thofe  that  lie  in  water  requh'e  repair  in  fix- 
teen  or  twenty  years :  after  which,  in  ten  years'  time,  they  are  im- 
proper either  for  long  voyages  or  the  fervice  of  war.  But  this  pradice 
has  likewife  its  difadvantages.  A  (hip  that  has  once  been  to  fea  mufl 
not  afterward  be  laid  up  in  a  dry  dock.  If  it  were,  the  wood  would 
fhrink  and  it  would  leak  when  launched  into  the  water  again.  Neither 
is  it  poflible  to  judge  properly  of  a  veiTel  that  has  never  been  in  ufe  ; 
and,  as  a  rider  /hould  know  his  horfe  and  a  colonel  his  regiment,  fo 
fhould  the  failors,  officers,  and  admirals,  know  the  qualities  of  a  fhip. 

The  mechanifm  of  a  fliip  is  fo  multifarious,  an  inconfiderable  defecSb 
in  its  proportions  operates  fo  llrongly,  the  materials  of  which  it  is 
built  are  fo  numerous,  and  their  qualities  are  fo  different,  that  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  for  the  mofl  fcientific  fhip-builder  accurately  to  de- 
termine concerning  the  imperfections  of  the  machine,  till  experience 
has  taught  what  they  are  and  how  they  may  be  rectified.  The  late 
King  of  Sweden  at  a  great  expence  caufed  docks  *  for  new  fhips  to  be 
cut  in  the  rock  at  Carlfcrone.  A  grand  work  :  but  1  doubt  whether 
the  maritime  powers  w4ll  follow  the  example.  The  rule  in  Venice  is 
to  lay  a  new  fliip  on  the  ftocks,  as  foon  as  one  of  thofe  laid  up  puts  to 
fea ;  and  I  am  affured  that  there  are  now  ten  fhips  of  the  line  at  fea. 
The  Republic  therefore  pofTeffes  twenty-eight  fhips  of  the  line,  that 
carry  from  fixty-four  to  eighty  guns.  A  formidable  fleet ;  if  it  be 
well  manned,  and  well  commanded. 

Here  likewife  they  have  galleys,  cutters,  fchooners,  bomb-ketches, 
and  fmaller  vefTels ;  and  with  the  refl  the  fuperb  Buccntoro^  on  board 
of  which  the  Doge  annually  goes  to  fea,  and  marries  the  Adriatic :  in 
commemoration  of  the  vi<5lory  obtained  by  the  Venetians,  under  the 
command  of  their  Doge  Sebafliano  Ziani,  in  the  year  11 77,  over 
the  Emperor  Frederic  Barbaroffa ;  when  Pope  Alexander  the  Third 
Bed  from  him,  and  took  refuge  in  Venice.     The  conqueror,   Ziani, 

■*  Schauer.    From  the  context,  I  think  this  muft  be  the  meaning  of  the  word  :  though  I 
^o  not  poflefs,  nor  do  I  know  where  to  procure,  a  German  Marine  Diclionary.     T. 

made 
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made  his  public  entry  on  Afcenfion  Day  ;  leading  Otho,  the  Emperor's 
ion,  prifoner ;  and  having  captured  forty-eight  fhips :  among  which, 
according  to  a  Venetian  hiftorian,  was  the  Imperial  galley.  The  Pope 
went  to  meet  the  Doge  on  the  ihore,  gave  him  his  ring,  and  com- 
manded  him  to  caft  it  into  the  fea:  by  which  it  fhould  be  fubjedcd  to 
all  fucceeding  Doges,  as  the  wife  is  to  her  hufband. 

The  Buce?itoro  is  magnilicently  embellifhed  with  carving  and  gild- 
ing :  but,  as  it  is  annually  launched  into  the  water,  and  then  laid  up 
again  in  the  dock,  fhort  as  the  voyage  it  makes  is,  it  generally  needs 
repairing  every  year. 

About  twenty  miles  fouth  of  Venice,  the  Republic  has  nearly  com- 
pleted an  undertaking  which  is  fcarcely  inferior  to  the  greateft  works  of 
ancient  Rome.  A  high  wall,  or  pier,  of  large  ftones  is  built,  on  a  fmall 
cape  ;  the  purpofe  of  which  is  to  proted:  the  fhallow  waters  that  fur- 
round  the  feventy-two  iflands,  on  which  the  city  is  built,  and  many 
others  that  are  feen  fcattered  around,  againft  the  wild  waves  of  the 
Adriatic.  To  refift  thefe,  the  wall  is  conftruded  upon  two  diftind  ter- 
races of  marble;  each  of  which  is  nine  paces  broad.  The  fmalleft  of 
thefe  terraces,  which  confifts  of  four  fteps,  is  oppofed  to  the  inner 
waters,  which  are  called  La  Lagiina.  The  joints  of  the  ftone,  after 
the  manner  of  the  ancient  Roman  buildings,  are  all  filled  with  a  mix- 
ture of  lime  and  puzzolana.  This  latter  material  is  brought  from 
Mount  Vefuvius. 

On  the  wall  is  the  following  infcription  : 

Ut  facra  aJJuaria^  Urbis  et  Libertatis  fedesy  perpetuum  conferve?iiur,   colojjeas  moles  ex  folido 
marmtre  contra  mare  pofiiere  Citratores  Aquartim, 

Anno  jalutis  MDCCLI. 

Al  urbe  ccudlta  MCCCXXX. 

*'■  The  Confervators  of  the  Waters  have  erected  this  coloflal  rampart  of  folid  marble,  to 
"  oppofe  the  fea  and  for  ever  preferve  the  facred  fhallows,  the  feat  of  the  City,  and 
**  of  Freedom. 


**  In  the  year  of  redemption  mdccli  ; 
**  From  the  founding  of  the  city,  mcccxxx/' 


I  mea- 
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I  meafured  the  length  of  this  ftone  pier,  as  far  as  it  is  completed  ;  and 
counted  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty  paces,  or  fteps. 

I  fhall  be  accufed  as  a  heretic,  by  many,  if  I  fpeak  my  opinion  of  the 
painters  of  the  Venetian  fchool.  Titian,  Paul  Veronefe,  Tintorett, 
Balllino,  and  others,  are  great  names  in  the  annals  of  the  art.  No 
painter  has  fo  well  exprefled  the  deceptive  colouring  of  life,  or  the 
loft  carnations  ,of  the  human  body  fo  inimitably,  as  Titian.  Art  is 
certainly  much  indebted  to  the  Venetian  fchool :  and  the  longer  young 
painters  remain  here  the  more  they  may  learn.  The  art  of  painting 
itfelf  is  indeed  of  fo  fugitive  a  nature,  and  fo  difficult  to  feize,  that  it 
includes  in  itfelf  many  arts,  and  many  kinds  of  talent.  Still  I  infill 
that  the  pidures  by  the  Venetian  mafters,  which  I  had  previoully; 
feen  fcattered  through  many  parts  of  Italy,  v/hile  they  excited  my 
admiration,  left  my  feelings  cold.  In  Venice,  I  have  feen  their  mafter- 
pieces,  in  the  palace  of  the  Doge  and  the  church  of  Madonna  dclla 
Salute:  yet  thefe  mafterpieces  left  me  with  the  fame  fenfations;  and, 
engaged  as  I  have  been  by  other  objeds,  I  have  forborne  to  vifit  many 
more  of  their  pidures  in  different  churches  and  palaces.  All  that 
colouring  has  hitherto  attuned  I  wilUngly  grant  they  poffefs  :  but  not 
the  lovelinefs  of  Guido,  not  the  comic  humour  of  the  Flemifh  painters,. 
not  the  daring  ftrokes  of  the  Caracci,  not  the  ftrength  of  Guercino. 
And  yet  how  far  even  are  thefe  painters  of  the  Bolognefe  fchool,  at 
leaft  in  my  opinion,  below  Correggio,  Dominichino,  Leonardo  da 
Vinci,  Michael  Angelo,  (of  whofe  powers  no  man  ought  to  judge,  who 
has  not  feen  the  Capclla  Sijtina  at  Rome)  and  he  who  flands  alone, 
the  immortal  Raphael! 

Dare  I  avow  it  ?  Yet  why  not  ?  I  am  no  connoiffeur  ;  and  he  to 
w^hom  art  is  an  affair  of  confequence  will  confider  my  opinion  as  of 
fmall  moment.  I  therefore  do  avow  that  the  Venetian  painters  appear 
to  me  to  have  attained  all  that  mere  art,  all  that  talent  can  beftow  :  but 
that  they  have  never  yet  let  foot  on  the  boundaries  of  genius. 

Thefe  boundaries  have  been  entered  with  a, firm  flep  by  the  lovely 
Poetefs,  who  lived  here  nuny .years,  and  who  lately  died,  the  Countefs 

of 
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of  Rofeiiberg.  England  gave  her  birth,  a  German  his  name,  and  Italy 
her  finifhing  education.  Was  it  native  humour  that  infpired  thole 
flowing  ideas,  thofe  delightful  fenfation?,  which  were  neither  Englifh, 
German,  nor  Italian  ?  The  French  language  was  the  inftruraent  {he 
chofe  J  the  limited  powers  of  which  may  fuffice  for  the  witling,  but 
fmk  under  the  man  of  genius,  and  utter  difcord  if  tuned  to  fenfibility  *. 
But  her  art  was  enchanting  ;  for,  even  in  this  language,  fhe  fluently 
exprefled  her  beautiful  and  poetical  thoughts.  In  defcribing  the  man- 
ners of  a  people  but  little  known  to  us,  Les  Morlaques^  fhe  painted  the 
fine  feelings  of  her  own  foul.  A  national  feftival  of  the  Venetians 
afforded  her  materials  for  a  charming  narrative  ;  in  which,  with  the 
moil  lively  touches,  flie  reprefented  the  manners  of  the  Gondoliers  :  a 
peculiar  clafs  of  people,  which  are  and  can  be  only  known  to  Venice. 
Biirde,  the  tranflator  of  Paradife  Loft,  an  excellent  lyric  poet,  has  ele- 
gantly tranflated  her  firft  work  into  German  :  but  this  work  is  not  fo 
much  known  as  it  deferves  to  be.  We  pant  after  the  literary  novelties 
of  France.  The  Barber  of  Seville,  and  the  Marriage  of  Figaro,  have 
been  performed  incelTantly  on  the  German  ftage ;  and  the  petty 
fenfations  of  the  hcartlefs  Genlis*  are  in  the  hands  of  every  mother  of 
a  family :  while  the  witty  and  feeling  writings  of  Rofenberg  are 
almoft  unknown. 

The  population  of  this  city  is  eftimated  at  a  hundred  and  fixty  thou- 
fand  fouls ;  and  the  number  of  people  in  the  whole  territories  of  the 
Republic  at  two  millions  and  a  half.  In  proportion  to  a  population  fo 
great  as  this,  the  government  maintains  but  few  foldiers :  I  met  with 
none  in  the  city.  Neither  the  citizens  nor  the  peafants  are  forbidden  the 
ufe  of  arms  :  a  certain  token  that  the  government  is  mild,  and  the 
fubjed:  contented. 

It  grieves  me  that  I  have  not  feen  the  mountainous  diflrids  of  this 
country;  and  that  I  have  nothing  to  tell  you  of  the  cities  of  Vicenza^ 
Verona,  Bergamo,  and  Brefcia.     It  was  againft  my  will  that  I  did  not 

*  I  am  forry  to  fay  thefe  remarks  are  as  illiberal  as  they  are  iinjuffc.     T. 
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vifit  Mantua,  the  birth  place  of  Virgil ;  and  that  I  renounced  a  journey 
through  the  mountains  of  Tyrol :  but  the  feafon  of  the  year  demands 
expedition,  which  the  defire  of  once  more  vifiting  our  friends  and  our 
(ire-fide  increafes. 


LETTER     CV. 


Vienna,  2d  November  1792. 


W] 


E  left  Venice  on  the  26th,  and  were  rowed  through  a 
canal  over  to  Meftre.  From  this  we  fooa  came  to  the  country  of 
Trevifo ;  the  capital  of  the  Venetian  province  of  Marca  di  Trevifo^ 
and  the  native  place  of  Totila,  the  King  of  the  Goths.  The  town 
contains  about  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants ;  and  the  province,  like 
that  of  Friuli,  is  flat,  fruitful,  and  well  cultivated.  We  met  with  buck- 
wheat in  fields  which  no  doubt  had  previoufly  afforded  one  harvefi. 
This  plant,  fo  common  to  the  north  of  Germany,  I  found  in  the  bo- 
tanic gardens  of  the  fouth  of  Italy,  and  in  Sicily.  From  Meftre,  the 
mountains  of  the  north-weft  provinces  of  Venice,  which  extend  to  the 
ridge  of  the  mountains  of  Carniola,  may  be  feen. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th,  we  reached  the  German  boundaries 
between  Udine,  the  chief  town  of  the  Venetian  Friuli ;  and  the  fortrefs 
of  Gradifca,  which  lies  in  Auftrian  Friuli ;  though  the  Italian  language 
is  there  fpoken.  This  language  ceafes  before  the  German  begins. 
The  chief  part  of  Carniola,  through  which  we  travelled,  is  inhabited 
by  Vandals ;  whofe  Sclavonic  dialed  is  entirely  unintelligible  to  Ger- 
mans, fo  that  we  could  not  converfe  with  the  men  whom  we  firft  met 
with  in  Germany.     The  landlords  however  fpoke  our  language.     The 

2  people 
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people  are  the  defcendants  of  Vandals,  who  refemble  the  inhabitants 
that  live  in  fcattered  hamlets  throughout  Luiatia  and  Mecklenburg. 

Thefe  common  traces  of  their  origin  would  have  dlfappeared,  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Vandals,  had  not  a  ilate  of  vaflalage  oppreiTed  them 
in  Germany  and  Italy  ;  from  v^^hich  they  were  firll  relieved  in  this 
province,  as  well  as  in  Bohemia,  by  Jofepli  the  Second.  The  Sclavo- 
nian  tribes  have  for  ages  been  fo  bowed  down,  by  the  yoke  of  ilavery, 
that  time  is  required  to  make  them  refemble  free  men. 

The  country  is  charming,  diverfiiied  with  mountainous  parts,  fertile, 
and  well  cultivated.  In  the  fmall  towns,  profperity  is  vifibls :  efpe- 
cially  in  Laubach,  the  chief  place  of  the  province. 

The  horned  cattle  are  very  fmall :  but  the  horfes  are  large,  and 
ftrong.  The  duchy  of  Stiria  I  think  is  ftill  better  cultivated  :  the 
inhabitants  of  which,  though  they  rather  refemble  the  people  of  Ger- 
many than  of  Carniola,  are  yet  very  diilindly  divided  into  Vandals 
and  Germans  ;  the  numbers  of  the  latter  being  far  the  moft  confider- 
able.  The  country  is  pleafant :  the  mountains  are  clothed  with  oaks, 
beech  trees,  and  pines.  Every  kind  of  grain  is  well  cultivated ;  and 
the  white  wine  is  very  pleafant. 

The  people  are  not  unfriendly  :  but  w^ehad  been  fo  accuftomed  to  the 
animation  of  the  Italians  that  they  appeared  tedious,  and  dull.  We 
found  a  w^ant  too  of  the  expeditious  mode  of  travelling  in  Italy.  The 
poft-houfes,  of  Carniola  and  Stiria,  are  not  well  provided  with  horfes. 
Thefe  countries  however  are  beautiful ;  and,  from  the  fhady  mountains, 
you  look  down  on  fruitful  valleys,  watered  by  brooks  and  rivers.  In- 
duftry  and  profperity  appear  to  enliven  tlie  land :  the  inns  are  good, 
and  the  heart  is  rejoiced  again  to  meet  with  German  cleanlinefs.  The  . 
towns  and  villages  of  Stiria  are  w^ell  built ;  and  the  peafants  have  better 
habitations  than  the  Vandals  of  Carniola.  The  people  feem  to  take  a 
lively  part  in  the  war  againft  the  French,  I  met  with  a  cheerful 
woman,  at  the  houfe  of  the  toll-taker,  in  Auftrian  Friuli,  who  had  a 
little  boy  in  her  arras  j  and  who,  v^Aith   maternal  pride,  gave  me  the 
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liiftory  of  her  fon,  twenty  years  of  age,  who  though  fo  young  had 
made  two  campaigns  againfl  the  Turks  ;  and  now  a  lieutenant,  in  a 
regiment  of  horfe,  had  marched  to  fight  the  French. 

The  farther  we  went  in  Stiria  the  more  pleafant  the  country  became, 
A  confiderable  mountain,  called  Seihmering,  feparates  this  province 
from  Auftria  Proper :  the  firil  afpedt  of  which,  from  the  mountain,  is 
delightful  in  the  charms  of  wild  nature.  Soon  afterward,  the  country 
becomes  fiat,  is  well  tilled,  and  the  towns  have  a  good  appearance* 
The  inns  are  well  fupplied,  the  people  attentive,  and  the  travelling  by 
pofl;  is  here  excellent.     We  arrived  at  Vienna  this  forenoon. 


LETTER     CVI. 


Vienna,  15th  December  1792-. 

-Although  I  have  been  fix  weeks  in  this  great  city,  I 
have  net  yet  fufficiently  examined  the  many  remarkable  things  it  con- 
tains to  afford  you  any  fatisfacflory  account  of  them.  My  afternoons 
and  evenings  are  confumed  in  the  charms  of  fociety;  and  I  dedicate 
the  forepart  of  the  day  either  to  renewing  my  acquaintance,  with  per- 
fons  whom  I  have  formerly  known  elfe where,  in  and  out  of  Germany, 
or  to  the  forming  new  connedions  :  fome  of  which  1  find  very  inter- 
efting. 

You  know  my  averfion  to  being  hurried  away  in  the  whirlpool  of 
fafhionable  life  :  however  I  have  no  where  m.et  with  fo  little  conftraint, 
among  the  great,  as  in  this  metropolis.  The  old  and  the  young,  who 
in  other  great  cities  of  Germany,  while  they  fo  frequently  afiemble  in 
the  fame  chamber,  appear  to  hold  themfelves  difi:ant  and  difi:ind:  from 
each  other,  here  confidentially  converfe  together ;  and  thus  commu- 
nicate 
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nicate  a  tone  of  variety  and  animation,  and  a  cliarm  to  foclal  Inter- 
courre  which  render  it  dehghtful.  Not  all  modelled  by  the  fume  rules, 
not  equally  ftiff  and  ftrait  laced,  by  which  the  human  charader  is 
fo  frequently  degraded,  and  which  repetition  renders  fo  difgufting,  you 
here  meet  with  people  of  different  propenfities,  who  therefore  have 
greater  powers  of  entertaining.  The  women  are  lively  and  plcafant ; 
and  grave  ftatefmen  and  rough  warriors  liften  to  them  with  delight. 
Neither  is  gaming,  v/nich  in  other  cities  is  the  gulph  of  all  the  afiedions 
and  paflions,  here  the  only  employment  of  fociety. 
.  Strangers  are  welcomed  with  amenity ;  and  with  an  air  that  fhews 
the  heart  and  the  lips  are  not  at  variance.  If  a  ftranger  be  introduced 
to  certain  families,  he  is  neither  obliged  to  yawn  v/lth  the  tedious 
glutton,  nor  adminiller  to  the  avarice  of  a  rapacious  card  party.  His. 
hoft,  on  the  contrary,  endeavours  to  found  his  affedlons,  heighten  his. 
pleafures,  and  receive  him  with  that  imaffecfted  hofpitality  which  ren-- 
ders  his  (lay  agreeable  ;  and  his  endeavours  are  ufually  fuccefsful. 

I  became  acquainted  at  the  Imperial  library  with  the  Abbe  Denis  ; 
who,  ardently  in  love  with  the  Mufe,  poiTeffes  her  favours.  We  dehre 
to  find  both  the  man  and  the  poet  ardent,  yet  kind  j  gentle,  yet  digni- 
fied ;  and  we  are  rejoiced  to  fee  our  hopes  confirmed.  As  librarian^ 
he  is  at  prefent  employed  in  writing  a  commentary  on  the  rich  col- 
ledtion  of  manufcripts  the  library  poiTeiTes ;  and  his  labours  give  hin\ 
delight.  He  will  publiih  many  literary  difcoveries,  and  detect  many 
errors;  but  without  dipping  his  pen  in  gall:  though  a  critic^  he  will 
preferve  the  chara6ler  of  a  worthy  man. 

In  the  hall  of  the  Imperial  library,  which  is  very  grand,  we  are  glad 
to  meet  the  entire  colledion  of  books  made  by  the  great.  Eugene  :  th'2 
hero  who,  befide  pofTefPing  the  talents  of  the  warrior  and  the  ftatefr*. 
man,  had  acquired  great  and  various  knowledge.. 

The  cabinet  of  natural  hiflory,  in  minerals  and  pctrifadlions,  con- 
noiffeurs  affirm  is  inferior  to  none  in  Europe.  My  entire  ignorance 
of  natural  hiftory,  a  fcienc.e  as  interefcing  as  it  is  extenfive,  v\'ill  not 

permit 
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permit  me  to  entertain  you  with  an  account  of  the  riches  of  this  coU 
ledlion. 

This  ignorance  equally  forbids  me  to  fay  all  I  could  wifh  of  the 
o-reen-houfe  at  ScJjonbrmm^  which  I  have  vlfited  with  fo  much  fatif- 
fadion.  Perfons  who  have  been  in  England  allure  me  that  green- 
houfes  are  no  where  fo  lofty  as  this  is ;  and  that  therefore  the  great 
fouthern  plants  do  not  flourlfh  any  where  in  Europe  in  fo  much 
beauty  as  at  Schonhrunn :  where  you  walk  under  large  Eaft  and  Weft 
India  palms  of  different  fpecies,  the  great  helicon  *,  the  mahogany 
cedar,  the  mlmofa,  fugar-canes,  and  bamboos.  Schonhrunn  is  richer 
than  Kew  in  plants  from  the  Cape,  the  I/Ie  de  France^  and  the  IJle  de 
Bourbon  ]  but  not  fo  well  (locked  with  North  American  plants,  mofl:  of 
which  in  England  grow  in  the  open  air  :  which  is  fo  changeable  in  the 
country  round  Vienna  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  them.  Mr.  Von  Bofe, 
to  whofe  immediate  infped:ion  the  botanic  garden  is  committed,  has 
travelled  fix  years  in  both  the  Indies,  and  through  different  parts  of 
Africa.  He  has  left  an  experienced  gardener  at  the  Cape,  who  annu- 
ally fends  him  either  new  plants  or  feeds.  Other  gardeners  are  now 
ftationed  at  other  places.  Various  unknown  plants  have  been  pro- 
duced, by  the  feeds  thus  procured  ;  and  a  week  feldom  paffes  in  which 
difcoveries  of  plants  and  flowers  are  not  made.  We  faw  fome  rare 
water  plants  in  bloorh. 

The  celebrated  Meffieurs  Jacquin,  father  and  fon,  have  the  chief 
fuperintendance  of  the  botanic  garden  at  Schonhrunn  ;  and  have  a 
little  garden >  where  they  live,  in  one  of  the  fuburbs  of  Vienna.  As 
foon  as  a  new  plant  blows  at  Schonhrunn,  it  is  brought  to  them  ;  and 
artifts  are  employed,  by  v;hom  it  is  painted.  Thefe  artifts  likewife 
paint  fuch  flowers  at  Schonhrunn  which  are  too  tender  to  be  removed, 
without  danger  in  winter,  to  Vienna. 

The  green-houfes  at  Schonhrunn  are  enlivened  by  the  flight  and  the 
fong  of  fouthern  birds  ;  and,  under  the  trees  of  their  ov^n  country,  we 

*  Heliconlen:  probably  the  heliHeres,     T. 

there 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  607 

there  fee  the  beautiful  fhining  red  cardinal,  which  is  likewife  from  its 
note  called  the  Virginian  nightingale,  the  rice  bird  *,  the  ruby-beak  f, 
and  others  of  variegated  plumage,  with  the  names  of  which  I  am  un- 
acquainted. A  pair  of  the  fmall  parrot  fpecies  fat  lovingly  on  a  bough, 
and,  for  the  tendernefs  of  iheir  affedion,  they  have  been  called  the 
Infeparables. 

For  the  perfeclion  of  this  botanic  garden  and  its  hot-houfes,  we  are 
indebted  to  Jofeph  the  Second.  Leopold  promoted  what  his  prede- 
ceflbr  had  begun  ;  and  Francis  the  Second  continued  the  fame 
expence. 

Some  inftitutions  in  Vienna  have  likewife  partly  been  founded  and 
partly  improved  by  Jofeph  the  Second.     The  Tick  are  better  attended 
in  the  hofpitals  ;  and   regularity,  induftry,  health,  and  cheerfulnefs, 
animate  the  children  of  the   orphan-houfe.     The  Narrenthurm  J,  or 
Mad-houfe,  is  a  remarkable  inftitution  ;  large,  circular,  and  five  ftories 
high.     There  is  a  paiTage,  at  the  fide  of  which  the  cells  are  built,  with 
lattice  doors  ;  through  which  you  may  look.   Thofe  lunatics  who  have 
no  raving  fits  are  allowed  to  walk  here,  and  in  the  court  below.     This 
court  however  is  fmall ;  and  a  more   open  place,  planted  with  trees, 
would  no  doubt  be  more  beneficial  to  thofe  patients  whofe   lunacy  is 
of  a  melancholy  kind.     There  are  keepers  to   each  flory.     The  pa- 
tients are  not  allowed  to  be  treated  with  cruelty  :  they  have  good  beds, 
and  thofe  whofe  rage  might  be  excited  by  vifitors  are  not  permitted  to 
be  feen,  but  are  excluded  from  the  eye  of  curiofity  by  a  door.     At  the 
top  of  the  building,  there  is  a  fmall  round  balcony  ;  from  which  you 
have  an  open  profped  over  the  country  and  city.     Jofeph  the  Second, 
who  frequently  vifited  his  own  inrtitutions,  has  feveral  times  mounted 
to  this  balcony. 

The  Orp'\an-houfe,  which  is  a  large  and  well-regulated  building, 
contains  three  hundred  and  forty-fix  children.  The  boys  are  inftruded 
fix  hours  each  day  ;  and  the  girls,  whofe  number  now  only  extends 

*  Rel^vogeL  f  RuhinenJchn'dheU  %  Litetally,  Idiots'  Tower.    T. 
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to  ieventY,  are  ebliged  to  take  care  of  their  linen  and  waflilng.  The 
c|iildren  are- healthy, -weil-bchaved,  and  cheerful.  The  boys  and  girls 
kavc'two  diflihd'^ gardens;  cahd  are  not  allowed  to  be  together  except 
^t  church.  " 

The  Imperial  Pidlure  Gallery  is  near  the  city,  in  the  Belvedere  pa- 
lace ;  which  was  inhabited  by  the  great  Eugene.  This  gallery  is  par- 
ticularly rich  in  paintings  of  the  Flemilh  and  Dutch  fchools  ;  and  there 
are, -aUb  ^ many  pidures  ihewn  that  bear, the  names  of  the  moft  famous 
Italian  mafterSj-fchough  I  confcfs  that  few  of  them  appear  to  be  ori- 
ginals. I  was  delighted  to  find  here  the  beautiful  Holy  Family  of  Ra- 
p;hael  ;  a  copy  of  which  we  had  before  f^Qn  at  Milan.  The  original 
poiTeires, beauties  -which  the  excellent  copy,  frelh  and  lively  as  its  co- 
lours have  been  preferved,  cannot  equal. 

•  I,n  the  gallery  of  the  Prince  of  Lichtenftein,  which  is  affirmed  to  be 
one  of  the  richeft  colledlions  poflefTed  by  any  private  man  in  Europe, 
we  faw  fome  excellent  paintings.  There  are  portraits  in  both  galleries 
by  Chriftian  Seibolt,  a  painter  who  lived  in  Vienna  under  the  reign  of 
Maria  Therefa,  the  deception  of  which  is  inimitable.  His  own  portrait, 
painted  by  himfelf,  is  in  my  opinion  more  excellent  than  the  reft  ;  and 
is  in  the  Lichtenftein  Gallery.  A  magnifying  glafs  lies  befide  it  : 
through  which  thofe  who  look  are  aftonillied  at  the  new  perfections 
they  difcover.  His  unwearied  affiduity  was  accompanied  by  a  noble 
freedom  of  hand.  The  pidture  appears  to  live  ;  and  the  animated 
glance,  even  in  the  moifture  of  the  eye,  poflefles  undefcribable  truth. 

Seibolt  had  much  of  the  caprice  of  the  artift  ;  which  he  even  exer- 
cifed  on  the  great  and  good  Maria  Therefa.  This  caprice,  if  I  am  not 
miftaken,  more  frequently  accompanied  the  men  of  talents  among  the 
Fiemifli  and  Dutch  artifts  than  among  the  Italian  ;  and,  when  thus  com- 
bined with  talent,  it  gives  delight  to  many :  but  not  to  me.  I  con- 
fider  it  as  the  mark  of  a  difcordant  charadler.  It  did  not,  it  could  not 
obtrude  itfelf  upon  P.aphael  ;  it  was  beneath  him.  Had  he  not  pof- 
feffed  pure  and  dignified  harmony  of  eharader  he  could  not  have  been 
o:  4  Raphael. 
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Raphael.  Agitated  by  the  caprice  of  felf-fufRciency,  the  artlft  oftea 
communicates  this  feeling  to  his  works :  while  the  more  noble-minded 
man,  more  enflamed  by  the  love  of  excellence  than  by  ambition,  is 
always  lefs  attentive  to  the  much  he  has  done  than  to  the  much  more 
that  he  has  to  do;  He  deeply  feels  how  far  he  is  below  that  ideal 
perfection  to  which  he  afpires. 

The  circumference  of  that  which  is  properly  the  fortified  city  of  Vl* 
enna  is  not  large,  and  only  contains  about  fixty  thoufand  fouls  :  but 
the  fuburbs  are  therefore  the  more  ample ;  and,  according  to  an  efti  • 
mate  of  the  prefent  year,  the  city  and  the  fuburbs  together  contain  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  inhabitants.  In  the  city  itfelf  there  are  nu- 
merous and  beautiful  palaces;  but  the  ftreets  are  not  fpacious,  and  are 
in  part  crooked.  Thofe  people  of  fafhion  who  have  no  country  feats, 
or  who  are  prevented  by  their  public  employments  from  leaving  Vienna, 
generally  refide  in  the  fuburbs  during  fummer. 

The  country  round  Vienna  is  very  pleafant  ;  but  this  city  in  the 
winter  feafon  is  frequently  vifited  by  dreadful  ftorms,  which  rufh 
through  the  openings  of  the  neighbouring  mountains. 


LETTER     CVlI. 


Wi 


Drefden,  3  ift  December  1792, 


E  left  Vienna  on  the  19th  of  December,  and  wete 
overtaken  by  fo  violent  a  ftorm  on  the  great  bridge,  over  the  Danube, 
which  is  about  three  quarters  of  a  league  from  Vienna,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  take  fhelter  under  the  baluftrade,  or  the  carriage  would  have 
been  overturned  by  the  wind.  This  ftorm  was  felt  over  all  Germany, 
and  even  in  Denmark ;  and  many  houfes  were  unroofed,  and  trees 
blown  down,  by  its  impetuous  gufts. 
Vol.  II.  4 1  '^riie 
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The  Danube  here  is  very  broad ;  and  the  country  round  is  well 
wooded,  and  highly  beautiful.  The  fmall  ftretch  of  country  that  in- 
cludes parts  of  Auflria  and  Moravia,  through  which  we  travelled  on 
our  journey  from  Vienna  to  Bohemia,  and  the  country  of  Bohemia 
itfelf,  are  fertile  and  well  cultivated.  The  appearance  of  the  villages, 
and  little  towns,  denotes  the  profperity  of  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  north  of  Germany,  the  people  cherifh  many  groundlefs  pre- 
judices againft  the  fouthern  provinces.  In  the  latter  the  inhabitants 
^re  induftrious,  and  friendly.  The  roads  through  the  Imperial  States 
are,  generally  fpeaking,  excellent :  the  poft-houfes  are  well  provided 
with  horfes,  and  the  inns  are  much  better  than  in  the  circles  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Saxony  and  of  Weftphalia.  The  habitations  of  the  country 
people  likewife  are  cheerful,  and  furrounded  with  gardens  ;  which  are 
ornamented  with  numerous  fruit  trees.  The  bed  apples  of  Germany, 
which  are  called  Borjhrfer^  after  a  village  of  Saxony,  are  the  produce 
of  Bohemia  as  well  as  of  the  province  from  which  they  take  their  name. 

I  met  with  vineyards  in  the  fouth  of  Bohemia,  in  which  the  plants 
are  not  funk  under  the  earth  * :  but  they  were  all  very  weak,  and  were 
the  fprouts  of  the  year.  They  are  treated  here,  in  defiance  of  the  cli- 
mate of  Germany,  as  in  Apulia  and  Sicily  ;  except  that,  in  the  fouthern 
countries,  they  trim  the  young  fprouts  during  the  winter  feafon  ;  but 
in  Bohemia  they  remain  frozen  on  the  ground,  and  are  not  cut  till  the 
fpring. 

I  have  no  where  feen' partridges  and  hares  in  fuch  great  numbers  as 
in  Bohemia  :  yet  they  are  not  rigoroully  preferved.  Bohemia  fwarms 
with  poachers.  Almoft  every  peafant  carries  a  gun  :  for  venifon  and 
game  are  exceedingly  plentiful,  and  the  penalties  annexed  to  this  illegal 
pradlice  are  not  heavy.  This  country  fupplies  the  Imperial  army 
with  its  moft  expert  markfmen.  I  am  told  that  no  one  will  be  received 
in  the  corps  of  rifle-men  who  has  not,  at  the  diftance  of  two  hun- 

*  The  text  is — In  ivelchen  die  rehen  nicht  nnter  die  erde  gefaiht  ivare?i.  This  I  fuppofe 
rdates  to  fome  iiiode  of  cultivation  ;  or  of  flielt^ring  the  grape  in  cold  climaftes.    T. 

I  vdred 
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dred  paces,  hit  the  black  mark  in  the  centre  once,  at  leaft,  in  the  three 
iirft  Ihots. 

We  arrived  on  the  24th  at  Prague  ;  which  in  part  is  a  handfomely 
built  city.  Modern  embellifliments  and  antique  magnificence,  both  in 
the  Bohemian  tafte,  are  combined  in  this  metropolis  of  the  kingdom. 
It  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  the  river  Muldau  ;  and  the  great  bridge 
over  this  river  would  be  beautiful,  if  the  numerous  ftatues  which  are 
placed  there  were,  as  they  are  intended  to  be,  a  worthy  ornament. 
Some  iflands  and  the  high  banks  would  add  charms  to  the  profpecft,  were 
they  fhaded  with  trees.  On  this  fide  of  Prague  the  country  is  moun- 
tainous and  well-wooded. 

At  Lowofitz,  we  arrived  at  the  Elbe ;  the  windings  of  which  we  had 
feen  from  Kolin,  on  the  other  fide  of  Prague. 

We  faw  a  man  who  was  born  blind  at  Kolin,  and  who  played  on  the 
harpfichord.  He  poiTelTed  information  on  various  fubjeds  ;  and  faid 
that  he  could  by  feeling  form  an  idea,  after  his  manner,  of  the  human 
figure  :  but  that  he  had  no  conception  of  the  figure  of  a  houfe. 

Kolin,  Prague,  Lowofitz,  and  the  fight  of  thefe  places,  gave  me  a 
lively  recolledion  of  the  feven  years  war ;  and  of  the  occurrences  in 
which,  animated  by  the  war-fongs  of  our  immortal  Gleims,  I  and  my 
brothers  and  fillers  took  fo  zealous  a  part,  during  the  fports  of  our 
childhood.  While  my  eldeft  fifter  reprefented  the  dignified  Emprefs, 
Maria  Therefa,  I  and  my  brother  fought  a  ferious  and  decifive  battle, 
to  know  whether  he  or  I  ihould  perfonate  Frederic  of  Pruffia.  The 
conquered  was  to  be  the  reprefentative  of  Field  Marfhal  Daun.  So 
much  did  the  right  of  the  fi:rongeft  prevail  that  my  younger  fillers 
had  no  choice,  whether  they  ihould  adt  as  the  Emprefs,  Elizabeth  of 
Ruflia,  or  Ihould  head  the  army  of  the  Empire,  that  of  the  Swedes, 
or  that  of  France. 

From  Lowofitz  to  Aufig  we  journeyed  befide  the  Elbe,  among 
rocks ;  between  which  the  road  was  fo  narrow  that,  in  many  places, 
two  carriages  could  not  pafs  each  other.     The  beauties  of  the   river 

4  I  2  were 
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were  heigKtened  by  woody  hills,  on  the  oppofite  bank  ;  among  which 
large  villages  are  fituated.  The  light  of  the  full  moon,  and  the  daz- 
zling fnow,  gave  a  charm  to  this  profpect ;  by  which  no  man  could 
vemain  unafFeded,  who  had  not  loft  all  fenfe  of  the  delights  of  nature 
in  winter. 

On  the  27th,  we  travelled  along  bad  roads,  but  through  pleafant 
countries,  over  the  mountains  which  feparate  Bohemia  from  Saxony  ; 
and  arrived  in  the  evening  at  Drefden. 

I  fhall  leave  this  city  to-day,  the  3 1 ft,  in  the  afternoon ;  without  again 
examining  any  of  its  curiofities,  which  I  had  twice  fome  years  ago  feen, 
and  had  fo  much  admired.  On  the  prefent  occafion,  I  had  bufmefs,  and 
wanted  leifure.  I  did  not  even  vifit  the  pidure  gallery,  which  is  be- 
yond comparifon  the  firft  in  Germany ;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  may 
claim  precedence  over  every  individual  gallery  in  Italy.  The  cities  in- 
deed of  Florence,  Bologna,  and  Genoa,  are  richer  than  Drefden  in  the 
beautiful  productions  of  the  pencil.  But  in  this  refped,  where  is  the 
place  that  can  compare  to  Rome  ?  Yet  neither  in  the  three  firft  cities, 
nor  in  Rome  itfelf,  are  there  fo  much  variety  and  excellence  to  be 
found  in  any  fingle  coUedion. 

Drefden  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  fineft  city  in  Ger- 
many ;  and  its  fituation  and  furrounding  country  are  uncommonly 
charming.  The  great  bridge  over  the  Elbe,  and  the  terrace  of  the 
garden  of  Count  Bruhl,  afford  pleafant  walks  and  profpeds  even 
within  the  city ;  and  fuch  as  do  not  yield  to  any  that  our  country 
affords,  except  to  the  grand  views  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine. 


THE    END; 
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AA.Pv,  river  of,  i.   103,  104,  105,  io5.  134. 
139,  140 
Aarau,  a  place,  i.  117 
Aarburg,  fortrefs  of,  i.  102 
Aargau,  a  place,  i.  117 
Aaziza,  palace  of,  ii.  250 
Abate  Tommai,  mention  of,  ii.  144.  i^i 

Galiani,  an  acute  commentator,  quoted,  il. 

259,  260 
Vella,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  250,  2^t 
Abbey  of  Reichenau,  and  its  relics,  i.  45 

Charles  the  fat  buried  there,  ib. 
Marieinfiedel,  i.  64,  65 
Accla,  a  river,  i.  360 
Aceftaei,  duplicity  of  the,  ii.  265 

anecdotes  of  the,  ii.  279,  ^^g 
Aceftorides,  the  attempt  of,  on  Agathocles,  ii,  373 
Achilles,  ftatue  of,  i.  408 
Acorns,  remarks  on,  i.  222.  ii.  231.  560 

various,  ii.  133 
Acqua  Pendente,  town  of,  i.  296 
Acragas,  or  Drago,  the  liver,  ii,  307 
Acrilla,  an  ancient  place  in  Sicily,  ii.  427 
Acrotatus,  the  Spartan,  vice  and  folly  of,  ii.  376 
A6ling,  French,  cenfured,  i.  186 
A6lon,  Mr.  the  prime  minifter  of  Naples,  anec- 
dote of,  i.  476 
Adanfon,  the  botanift,  quoted,  ii.485 
Adda,  a  river,  courfe  of  the,  ii.  238 
Addifon,  quoted,  i.  139.  485.  505 

cenfured,  i.  248.  280.  ii.  119 
Adelrich,  Saint,  legendary  tale  concerning,  i.  64 
Adige,  a  river,  ii.  576 
Adranum,  an  ancient  place,  ii.  347 
Adrian  of  Bubenberg,  anecdote  of,  i.  118 
Adrian;  the  Emperor,  remarks  on,  ii.  551 
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Adriatic,  blue  colour  of  the,  ii.  13  i 

profpe6l  of  the,  ii.  167 
Advoyer  of  Berne,  i.  129,  130 
jfEgades,  or  Leranzo,  Maritimo,  and  Favlgnana 

iilands,  ii.  271 
iEimneftus  the  tyrant,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  347 
^olus,  the  Prince  of  Lipari,  i,  503.  ii.  39a 
hirtorical  and  fabulous  traces  of,  ii 
519,  520,  521 
./Efchrion,  defeat  of,  by  Hanno,  ii.  3S7 
iEfchylus,  quotation  from,  ii.  310 
anecdotes  of,  ii,  62.  315 
the  firft  who  eredted  a  Itage, 
iEtna,  Mount,  diftant  views   of,  ii 
228.  317- 319' 320.  461 
a  n}Tnph,  ii.  318 
timber  of,  ii,  347 
afcent  of,  ii.  473 

defolation  of,  near  the  fummit,  ii.  478 
grandeur  of,  ii.  473,  474.  478.  493 
crater  of,  defcribed,  ii,  479 
fertility  of,  ii,  496 
healthy  air  of,  ib. 
j¥li?ia,  the  name  of  an  ancient  town,  ii.  462 
AfFeftion,  filial,  reverence  paid  to,  ii.  463 
Agafias,  a  Greek  fculptor,  i.  412 
Agathocles,  hiftorical  traces  of,  ii.  187.  220.  316. 
487.520 
a  native  of  Sciacca,  ii.  285 
low  birth  and  early  vices  and  virtues 

of,  ii.  372 
warlike  propenfitics  of,  ii.  3  73 
artifice  of,  to  fave  his  life,  ib. 
ambitious  duplicity  of,  ii.  374,  37S. 

387 
cruelty  of,   il.  375.  377.385,  386, 

387,  388.  390,  391 
diflembled  patriotifm  of,  ii.  375 

Agathocles^ 
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Agathocles,  defeat  of,  li.  578.  588 

daring  project  of,  ii.  ,^79 
rapacity  of,  ii.  377,  j/bi 

in  the  Lipariiilands,  ii.392 

burns  his  fhips,  ii.  379 

vi6iones  gained  by,  ii.  381.  384.  588 

dai'ing  aft  of,  ii.  384 

imprifonraent,  rcfcue,   and   flight  ot, 

ii.  389 
peace  made  by,  with   the   Carthagi- 
nians, ii.  391 
proclaims  himl'elf  a  king,  ii.  386 
wit  and  jocularity  of,  ii.  38S 
naval  firatagem  of,  ii.  387 
death  of,  ii.  392 

the  younger,  murder  of,  by  his  ne- 
phew, ii.  392 
Agefandros,    Polydorus     and    Athenadorus,    the 

fculptors  of  the  Laocoon,  i,  433 
Agirone,  a  place,  ii.  468 

Agnano,  lake  of,  the  fuppofed  Cocytus,  ii.  30 
Agnes  of  Auftria,  anecdote  of,  i.  116 
Agriculture,  i.  34.  ii.  226 

round  Mentz,  i.  22 
round  Frankfort,  i.  23 
in  the  Bergftralfe,  i.  2^ 
of  Savoy,  i.  190 
of  Piedrhont,  i.  19^ 
near  Pifa,  i.  288 
Sienna,  i.  293 
Riccia,  i,  401 
bad,  in  the  States  of  the  Church,  i. 

297 
of  the  States  of  the  Church,  and  the 
kingdom   of  Naples,    compared, 

'}-  459     . 
Hiero  tbe  friend  of,  ii.  409 

Agrigentini,  overcorne  by  the  Syracufians,  ii.  334 
Agrigentum,  derivation  of,  ii,  290 

profperity  and    voluptuoufnefs  of, 

ii.  290,  291,  292,  303 
liege  of,  ii.  ^294 

niiferies  endured  at,  ii.  297 
grand  afpeft  of,  ii.  307,  308 
a»Ven?{)ts    of,   for    the    freedom   of 

Sicilv,  n-3^3 
population  of,  ii.  298 
reM>lufuihs  of,  ii.  299 
Agi'ippa  charafterized,  ii.  86 
Agrippina,  murder  of,  by  Nero  her  fon,  1.  496 
Agruml,  explanation  of,  and  particulars  concern- 
ing, ii;  147-.  2;o'6.  23-4.  '227.  275.  277. 
493-497-524-.  52^.5^6 
AiguebeHe,-a  phti'e,  i.  1S9 
Air,  healthy,  at  IJurne,  i.  140 
unhealthy  af  Pavia,-  i.  244 


Air,  unhealthy  in  Lombard v,  i.  238 
inflammable,  near  Florence,  i.  279 
dangerous,  near  the  Pontine  marfh,    i,  4^4 
unhealthy,  at  Cumse,  i.  492 
aromatic,  ii.  73,  lOj.  107 
healthy,  of  Sorento,  ii.  108 
infalubrious,  of  Pasftum,  ii.  109,  no.  113 
of  Cotrone,  ii.  180 
near  Catanzaro,  ii.  185 
of  Meffina,  falubrious,  ii.  22^ 
unhealthy,  ii.  446,  447 
Althra,  connubial  att'e6tion  of,  ii.  136 
Ajax  enraged,  colofl'al  bull  of,  i.  436 
Atat'is,  an  ancient  river,  ii.  322 
Alba,  two  ancient  places  fo  called,  i.  398 
Albani,  piftures  by,  i.  201,  306 
Albano,  a  town,  i.  392 

diftrift  of,  i.  393 

hill  of,  fuperftition  concerning,  i.  397 
Albanus,  lake  of,  formerly  a  volcano,  ii.  9 
Albert  of  Habfburg,  anecdote  of,  i,  115 
Albis,  the,  a  mountain,  i.  72.  77,  78.  85 
Alcamo,  a  town,  defcribed,  ii.  258 

population  of,  ib. 
Alcibiades,  hiltorical  traits  of,  ii.  334.  336.  464 
Alcimenes,  mention  of,  ii.  3^^ 
Alcinous,  garden  of,  ii.  529 
Alder  tree  fcarce  in  Italy,  ii.  187 
Alembic  remarkable  for  the  cure  of  difeafes,  il,  9 
AlelTandria,  town  of,  i.  213 

famous  refiftance  of,  i.  214  - 
Alexander,  head  of,  beautiful,  at  Florence,  i.  280 
Algardi,  an  artift,  i.  223 
Algarotti,  monument  of,  i.  291 
Alicata,  a  town,  ii- 312,  313.  238 

population  of,  ii.  313 
Alipus,  ftoryof,  i.  318 
j'llmo,  or  Accia,  a  river,  i.  360 
Alps  characterized,  i.  195.    197.  200.  205.  209. 

214.  253 
Alpftein,  a  mountain,  i.  44 
Altar,  tradition  concerning  an,  i.  338 
Altars,  numerous  in  Catholic  churches,  i,  309 
Alto-relievo  of  Loretto,  ii.  ^63 
Altorf,  in  Uri,  i.  95 

the  place  where  Tell  fliot  the  apple,  i,  98 
Altftadt,  iiland  of,  i.  90 
Amarenaforte,  a  wine,  ii,  497 
Anibalfador,  Athenian,  reply  of,  to  Gelo,  ii.  330 
AmbalPadorSj  Roman,  haughtily  treated  by  the 
Samuites,  i.  467 
of  Athens  deceived  by  the  Acef- 

taei,  ii.  26J 
treatment  of,  at  Venice,  ii.  ^96 
Ambrofe,  St.  church  of,  i.  227 

anecdote  of,  i.  246.  251 
,  Ambrofin, 
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Ambrofia,  St.  town  ot*  1.  icj6 
yiinrnas,  an  ancient  river,  ii.  46^ 
Animann,  office  of,  i.  79 
Anijihitheatre,  of  Capua,  i.  46S 

imincure,  at  Pozzuoli,  ii.  10 

at    Pompeii,   remark   concerning, 
ii.  50 

traces  of  an,  at  Taranto,  ii,  140 

at  Catania,  ii.  464 
Syracufe,  ii.  450 
Amphitheatres,  form  of,  i.  312 

purpofes  of,  i.  .3  T3 

permanent,  when  firft  ere(?ted,  i. 

Ainph'ithcatrum  Flav'mm,  i.  5 19 

Amphorat,  what,  ii.  t,^ 

Anacreon,  quotation  from,  ii.  282  \ 

Anapo,  the  river  of,  ii.  446 

Anaxileus,  anecdote  of,  ii.  219,  220 

Ancient  weapons  cumbrous,  i.  137 

Ancona,  a  town,  ii.  ^.^66 

tolerance  and  trade  of,  lb. 
Andernach,  i.  18  ' 

Andranodorus   and  Zoippus,   hiftorlcal    partieu-, 
lars  concerning,   ii,  413,   415. 

Andromachus,  anfwer  of,  to  a  Carthagmian  am- 
ballador,  ii.  366 
the  founder  of  Tauromenium,   ii. 
489 
Anecdote  of  a  Swifs  countryman,  i,  62 
Angchorigen  and  Unterthanen  diftinguiflied,    i,  79 
Angelo  Buonaroti,  Michael,   pi6lures  and  works 
by,  i.  231,  270.  285.  441.  ii.  a 
anecdote  of,  i.  a8<5 

pidure  of  the  Laft  Judgment  by,  i.  439 
addrefs  of,  to  the  ftatue  of  a  horfe,  i.  334 
and  the  Pope,  anecdote  of,  i.  440 
poetical  thoughts  on,  i.  44a 
Angelo,  St.  cattle  of,  i.  2,^^ 
Angels,  fallen,  by  Rubens,  criticifed,  i.  6 

in  the  mantle  of  God,  i.  441 
Angolini,  a  itatuary,  i-  374 
Anw,  the  river  of,  i.  2,^'y, 
Annunciata,  church  of  the,  at  Genoa,  i.  223 
Anfwer,  ftrange,  of  an  old  man  of  Veil,  i.  39^5 
Antandrus,  particulars  concerning,  ii.  378.  382, 

390 
Anthony,  church  of  Saint,  Ii.  JJ78 

Antinous,  ftatue  of,  i.  438 

beautiful  head  of,  ii.  468 

Antiphemus,  an  ancient  colonial  leader,  ii,  290 

Antiquarian,  obiecls  of  his  refearch,  i,  381 

Antiquarians,  remarks  on,  1.  4^0 

cenfured,  ii.  5^1 

•Antiquities,  Egyptian,  at  Turin,  i.  211 


Antiquities,  difijovered  at  ITcrcnlanGum,  ii.  19.  o.q 
nunierou.s  near  iVaplc-i,  ii,  42 
the  Itudy  of.  howufeful,  ii.  ^\)    6\ 

Antiquity,  Greeks,   Romans,  and  Italian^  love  to 
be  told  Kji  their,  i,  330 

Antiflhcnes,  luxury  and  pomp  of,  ii,  292 

Antonine,  pillar  of,  i.  428 

Antoninus  Pius,  villa  of,  i.  403 

Antonio,  Don,  hofpitidily  of,  ii.  iSo 

an  Italian  Nimrud,  ii.  182 

Apennlne  mountains,  charafterized,  i.  214.  26^. 
274.    293.  4r;j.   461.  Ii. 

J16.  188.  53 J.  558.^60. 
V-    - .      ■  <fi2 

i)  yd  bsxa:    ^     Itjdy  divided  by,  ii,  5;^ 
Apodytcriov,  what,  i.  307 

Apollinarius,  Saint,  procetrion  to  ;  and  remains  of, 
claimedbytwocomn:ianit:i'S,i.  17 
Apollo,  Ijirth  place  of,  i.  399.  419 
Be.lvidere,  llatue  of,  i.  433 
the  Lizard -ilayer,  i.  382,  43  ^ 
Apollonia,  taken  by  Agathocles,  ii.  387 
ApoHonius,  the  fcul|)tor  of  the  Torfo,  i.  433 
Apolbuphe  to  Freedom  and  the  Swifs,  i.  ^(i 
Appcnzel,  independence  of,  i.-96.  121 
Appius  Claudius,  a  Roman  Pnetor,  ii.  414.  428 
Apples,  excellent,  of  Bohemia  and  Saxony,  ii.  610 
Aqua  Virgo,  the  fountain  of,  i,  364 
Aquedu6\,  modern,  of  Caferta,  i.  469.  ii.  537- 
at  Trapani,  ii.  270 
at  Syracufe,  ii.  451 
Aquedufts  of  Rome,  grandeur  and  ufe  of  the,  1. 
362,363,364 
at  Catania,  ii.  463 
Phteacian,  ii.  306 
traces  of,  at  Taormina,  ii.  49 1 
Arabefc  painting,  i.  378 

ornaments,  i.  417 
Arabs,  learned,  at  Salerno,  ii.  114 
Arc,  a  river,  i.  189,  190,  191 
Arcades,  houfes  with,  at  Berne,  i,  139 
at  Turin,  i.  212 
at  Modena,  i,  261 
at  Bologna,  i,  16 <, 
at  Aleffina,  ii.  222 
as  walks,  at  Bologna,  i.  273 
of  houfes,  want  of,  in  Tufcany,  i.  294 
Arch  of  Conftantine,  i.  323 
of  Titus,  i.  324 
ol  Severus,  i.  ^^^ 

ere6led  by  Ufurcrs  and    Gra- 
ziers, i.  349 
of  Drufus,  i.  351 
triumphal,  at  Ancona,  ii.  ^^6^ 
near  Rimini,  ii.  568 
Archagathus,  the  fon  ot  Agathocles,  ii.  3 S3 

Archagathus, 
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Archagathus,  good  and  ill  fortune  of,  ii,  387 
iucelt  of,  ii.  389 
death  of,  ih. 
Archagathus    the   younger,     treachery   of,    and 
murder  committed  b)^,  ii.  392 
murdered  by  Menon,  ii,  393 
Archbifhop,  fuperb  high  road  made  by  an,  ii.  25  5 
Archbiiliops  of  Naples,  fursiy  not  all  impoftors, 

Archlas,  an  ancient colonialleader,  ii,  328 
Archimedes,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  325.  411.  425,  426. 

440  .  .. 
death  ot,  ii.  433 

Architecture,  Gothic  and  German,  i,  290 

orders  of,   how  mixed   by  the  an- 
cients, i.  322 
of  Pompeii,  ii.  47 
of  th€  temple  of  Neptune  at  Pofi- 

donia,  ii,  ill 
acoulVic,  of  a  church  at  Girgenti, 
ii.  300 
Archonldes,  mention  of,  ii.  233,  234 
Archytas,  the  friend  of  Plato,  ii.  137.3^4^  3SS 
Arco  Felice,  a  ruin,  i,  492 
Ardona,  a.village,  ii,  123 
Arenenberg,  an  ifland,  i,  46 
.  Arethufa,  the  fpring  of,  ii,  448 

remarkable  natural  occurrence  of,ii.  4^9 
Arge,  a  river,  i.  43 
Ariano,  a  town,  antiquity  of,  ii.  116 
Arians  favoured  by  the  Emperor  Conftance,  ii. 

568 
Aricia,  an  ancient  place,  I,  391 
Arion  and  the  dolphins,  not  fabulous,  ii,  94 
Ariofto,  particulars  concerning,  i.  261,  ii,   107, 

575-580.593 
Ariftides,  mention  of,  ii.  585 
Ariftippus,  fatiric  remarks  of,  ii,  354,  3jJ^ 
Ariftocracy  of  Switzerland  diftindt  from  others, 

i-i,34 
ancient  meaning  of  the  word,  i.  177 
Ariftocrats  ignorant  of  trade,  i.  134 
Ariltomache,  the  wife  of  Dionyfias,  ii.  348.  361 
Arifton,,  hillorical  anecdotes  of,  ii,  417 
Ariltonous,  an  ancient  colonial  leader,  ii,  290 
Arillophilides,  treatment  of  the  Perfians  by,   ii. 

179 
Arlllotle,  remark  concerning,  1^482 

remark  of,  on  the  lake  of  Avernus,  i. 

491 
remarks  of,  on  Charondas^  ii,  462 
Arlach,  town  of,  i.  143,  144 

buildings  of,  i,  144 
Arm-chair,  anecdote  of,  i.  46 
Armies,  mercenary,  efiedts  of,  i.  60 
Armour,  ancient,  ii.  6;^ 
ArmSj  Turkifli;  at  Bologna,  i.  166 


Arms  taken  from  the  Syracufians,  ii,  ^^^■■ 
Arno,  river  of,  i,  287.  291 
Arfenal,  contents  of,  at  Berne,  i.  13  7 
at  Turin,  defcribed,  i.  203. 
at  Genoa,  i.  228 
at  Venice,  ii,  597: 
Art,  the  love  of,  how  cheriflied,  i.  268,  26(): 
Artalia,  fountain  of,  i.  461 
Artemidortis,  a  chief  of  Syracufe,  ii,  396 
Articles,  various,  found  at  Pompeii,  Herculaneum, 

and  Stabia,  ii.  60 
Artifts,  ancient,  obfervation  on  the  gloomy  pro- 
penfities  of,.i,  450 
encouraged  by  Dionyfius,  ii.  347 
Arts,  decline  of  the,  i,  430 

Hate  of  the,  among  the  ancients,  thoughts 

on,  ii.  49 
knowledge  of  the,  common  to  the  Italians, 
i,  336 
Arundo  Donax,  the,  i.  401 
Arve,  river  of,  charadlerized,  i.  181 
A.fcent  of  Mount  ^Etna,  difficulty  and  danger  of, 

ii.  476.  479 
Afcoli,  town  of,  ii.  121 
Afdrubal,  a  commander  of  Carthage,  ii.  404 

where  defeated,  ii,  567 
Aflies  of  Vefuvius,  to  what  diftance  caft,  ii.  24 

and  lava,  black,  beds  of,  ii,  474,  478 
Afia,  towns  of,  ereft  a  ftatue  to  Tiberius,  i.  505 
Afinelli  and  Garifendi,  towers  of,  at  Bologna,  i, 

273 
Afpafia,  bull  of,  i.  436 
Afpick  of  Sicily,  ii.  J05 
Afs  race,  ii,  151 

man  on  an,  at  Procida,  anecdote  off  ii.  83 
Affes  ufed  to  travel  on,   in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  16* 

26.83.  85.87.89.  116 
Afti,  anciently  Ajla  Pompeta,  a  town,  i,  213 
Aftronomical  obfervation,  i.  451 
Aftruni,  valley  of,  ii.  3a 
Atarbas,  or  Adherbal,  viftory  of,  ii.  405 
Athanagoras,  fpeech  of,  ii.  335 
Athenoeus,  galley  defcribed  by,  ii.  410 
Athenian  prifoners  ai  Syracufe,  how  treated,  11.336 
Athenians,  war  made  by   the,  on  Sicily,  ii.  321, 

322.334 
fanguine  hopes  of  the,  ii,  322,  334. 
deceived   by  their    ambaffadors,    and  ■ 

the  Aceftaei,  ii.  265 
the  benefaftors  of  mankind,  ii.  337 
Atmofphere,  deep-blue  colour  of  the,  in  Italy,  i» 
482 
pure,  of  Mount  iEtna,i!,  475; 
Atofla,  the  wife  of  Darius,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  178 
Attains,  anecdote  of,  i.  367 
Attitude,  difficulty  of  conceiving,  by  artifts,  L 
41a.  434 

An,, 
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Au,  a  penlnfula,  or  hland,  i,  64 

Auch,  a  remarkable   mechanic,  anecdotes  of,   i 
31 

Auction,  farms  let  by,  at  Naples,  ii.  72 

Avellino,  ii.  115 

Aventine  hill,  origin  of  the  name  of,  i.  373 

Avenius^  the  lake  of,  i.  490 

formerly  a  volcano,  Ii.  9 
Its  charafterlllic  gloom,  I.  490 
tranfparency  and  depth  of,  i.  491 
the  entrance  of  hell,  i.  490.  498 

Averfa,  pleafant  fituation  of,  ii.  74 
hillorical  traces  of,  ib. 

Auguftus,  at  Capri,  anecdote  of,  ii.  94 
duplicity  of,  ii.  81 

Aurora,  picture  of,  by  Guido,  I.  414 

Auiig,  a  place,  ii.  61 1 

Azerole,  a  fruit  of  Sicily,  II,  497 


B. 


BADEN,  fertility  of,  I,  34 
county  of,  i.  117 
Bagnaro,  charmingly  fituated,  ii.  194 
Bagpipe  In  Italy,  Ik  118 
Baiae,  ruins  of,  i.  493 
Eailiwicks  of  Berne,  i.  131 
Balance  and  fcales,  of  the  ancients,  Ii.  6l 
Balbl,  family  of,  at  Genoa,  i.  224 
Balconies,  of  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  248 
Ballerberg,  fantaflic  forms  of,  I.  106 
Ballot,  complex,  at  Berne,  i.  128 
Baltimore,  lord,  mentioned,  i.  41 
Eantius,  a  noble  youth  of  Nola,  anecdotes  of,  ii 

.  >9 
Barl,  province  of,  Ii.  129 

rocky  coaft  of,  ii.  132,  134 

a  town,  population  of,  II.  13a 

Barletta,  town  of,  defcrlbed,  II.  129 

wine  of,  II,  128 

population  of,  II.  129 

Barley,  fodder  of,  Ii.  502 

Barmen,  town  of,  I.  1 1 

Barocci,  piftures  by,  i.  44_5.  II.  ^64 

Barone,  fignification  of,  II.  184 

BaronI,  privileges  of  the,  and  tolls  exailed  by,  II. 

183, 187.  193.  202 

non-refidence  of  the,  II.  245 

Iniiuence  of  the,  in  Sicily,  ii.  313 

government  jealous  oi  the,  ii.  510 

Barracks,  Italian,  delcription  of,  ii.  185 

expenfive,  ii.  188 

Roman,  i,  392 

remarkable,  built  by  Adrian,  Ii.  55 1 

Bartel,  a  traveller,  quoted,  Ii,  6^ 

Bartolomeo,  a  riverj  ii,  263 

Vol.  ii. 


Bafilic,  form  of,  i.  308 
of  Nerva,  I.  421 
Bafilica,  il,  iii,  112 
Bafillcata,  mountains  of,  ii.  143.  147 
Balfo-relievo,  at  Berne,  i.  138 

at  La  Superga,  i.  207 
Baffi-rellevl,i.  307.   323.    349.   352.   3^4,  36^. 
368,  36g.  572-  374'  375-381.  3«2- 
406,407,  408.  413.  421.  425.428, 
429.  431.  435.438.  II.  273.  300. 
304-  5^3 
Bat,  the,  in  the  Piano  di  Sorento,  Ii.  525 
Baths,  ancient,  difcovery  of,  i.  416 

ftripped   of    their    marble    by   a 
Frenchman,  i.  417 
of  Livia,  ib. 
vaft,  i.  422 
of  Baiae,  i.  493 
warm  vapour,  near  the  Lucrine  lake,  II. 

13. 
tradition  concerning,  Ii.  14 
warm,  at  the  Lagodel  Re,  II.  84 
hot  lulphur,  ii.  30 
warm,  at  Catania,  II.  463 
domeftic,  of  Pompeii,  ii.  47 
Battle  of  Cannae,  ii.  127 

won  by  Timoleon,  II.  367 

of  Himera,  II.  241 

of  Crimlfus,  ii.  370 

between    Hamllcar  and    Agathocles,    ii. 

378.384 
gained  by  Agathocles,  ii.381 
ot  the  Sybarites  and  Crotonians,  ii.  176 
Battles,!.  116,  117,  n8,  119,  121.  153 
Bauli,  a  place,  i.  496 

the  Elyfian  fields  of,  ib. 
Bay,  great,  of  Taranto,  ftormy,  ii,  143 
of  Melhna,  ii,  218 
of  Caltell-a-mare,  ii.  257 
Feafe  of  prey,  at  Cotrone,  ii.  182 
Beatus,  Saint,  cavern  of,  I,  104 
Beatusberg,  a  mountain,  ib. 
Bed,  Iron,  of  Agathocles,  ii.  390 
Beech  tree,  fcarce  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  47J; 
Beggars,  multitudes  of,  at  Genoa,  I.  236 

Impudence  of,  II.  514 
Belcaftro,  a  place,  ii.  175 
Beld  el  Braghit,  the  town  of  fleas,  Ii.  281 
Belfries  of  the  Italians,   remarks  concerning,  ii. 

Bellcl,  a  river,  Ii.  2S3.308 

Bell,  miraculous,  made  of  a  horfe,  ii,  5 

Bellenz,  adiltrict,  i.  96 

Bells  round  the  necks  of  cattle,  i,  89.  152,  II.  81 

invented  at  Noia,  ii.  81 
Benevento,  a  duchy,  ii.  561 
Benevolence  of  the  laws  of  Zalucus,  ii.  209 

4  K  Benvenuto, 
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Eenvenuto,  pitlurefi  by,  i.  44,'5  _ 
Eern-,  duchy  of,  foil  and  cultivation  of,  i.  14 
13ev"-ftralie,  a  chain  of  mountains,  i.  2^ 
BeinC;  charafterized,  i.  102 

handfome  people  of,  i.  103.  13^ 

hi  (lory  of,  t.  114  to  124 

treafury  of,  i.  133 

prefent  refpeftabiiity  of,  i.  124 

conftitution  and  government  of,i.  1 25  to  13  I 

ecclefialVical  ellablifhment  of,  i.  13  1,  132 

military  ellablifhment  of,  i.  132.  134 

arfenal  of,  i.  132 

revenvies  of,  ih. 

remarkable  community  of,  i.   133 

fumptuary  laws  of,  i.  134 

economical  community  at,  i.  135 

no  longer  ambitious,  i.  13^^ 

generouty  and  wilciom  of  its  government, 
i,  136 
Eernlni,  works  by,  i.  259.   295.  328.  351.  365. 

39.3  .. 

Bernini,  Glaciers  of,  n.  238 
Bernis,  Cardinal,  charaderizcd,  r.  303 
Bertheliier,  anecdote  of,  i.  167 
Berthold;  founder  of  Berne,  i.  114 

wooden  image  of,  i.  137 
Eertola,  Abbj,  a  man  of  literature,  i.  241 
Biaglo,  anecdote  of,  i.  440 
Bibei-ich,  cattle  of,  i.  22 
Bible,  remarkable,  at  Turin,  i.  212 
Bicchierai,  a  phyfician,  i.  274.  279.  290 
Biderach,  imperial  town  of,  i.  40 
Biei,  republic  of,  i.  142 
Billinger,  mention  of,  i.  74  _ 
Bion,  the  poet,  mention  of,  ii.  326 
Birds,  fcarcity  of,  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  //.  506 

foreign,  at  Schonbrunii,  ii.  606 
Birth,  pride  of,  i.  35 
Bifageo,  river  of,  i.  215 
Bifcari,  Prince  of,  anecdotes  concerning,  ii,  464. 

467 
Bifeglia,  a  town,  ii.  129 
Bifhop,  in  a  barrack,  ii.  189 
Bifliaps,  governors  of  Geneva,  1.  166.  168,  169 

and  Archbifhops  of  Sicily,  ii.  511 
Black  death,  plague  fo  called,  i.  116 
Block,  Baron  von,  anecdote  of,  i.  iia 
BUimlialpe,  mountain,  i.  104 
Boars,  wild,  near  Naples,  ii.  32 
Bocca  dcUa  veritb,  fuperllition  concerning,  i.  34S 
Bochetta-,  La,  i.  215 

Edcke,  the,  a  remarkable  fociety  at  Ziirich,  i.  74 
Bockmann,  mechanical  intlrumcntsof,  i.  30 
Bodies  tound  at  Pompeii,  i.  47.  ^3.  64 
Jbodmar,  the  reverend,  mention  of,  i.  71.  74 
Bohemia,  appearance,  cultivation,  and  prolperity 
of,  ii.  6ia 


Boileau,  q\iotation  fro^,  ii.  151 

Bologna,    city  of,   hlllory   and  charafterilHcs,  I, 

263.  ii.  573.. ^74 
republic  of,  i.  264 

government  and  ]-)opulation  of,  i.  265 
academy  or  univerfity  of,    charatler- 

ized,  ih. 
painters  of  the  fchool  of,  i.  267 

charafterized,  i  268 

numerous  works  of,  i.  268 
ftone  of,  i.  273 
young  gentlemen  of,  charaftcrizgd,  i. 

273 
cormtry  near,  charming,  ii.  JJ73 

Bolfena,  lake  of,  I.  296 

ancient  name  of  the,  i.  297^ 
town  of,  i.  297 
Bomilcar,  ambltioiis  attempt  of,  on  Carthage,  ii-, 

3S5 
treacherous  death  of,  ii.  386 

»  a  Carthaginian,  defender  of  Syracufe, 

ii.  430  _ 
terror  of,  ii.  43 1 
Bonnet,  Mr.  anecdotes  of,  i.  164.  187 

cheerful  and  happy  old  age  of,  i,  18^ 
Bononia,  or  Bologna,  i.  277 
Buokfeller,  none  at  Trapani,  ii.  273 
Borghele,  villa,  ii.  555 
Borgia,  Cardinal,  charatterized,  i.  340 
Borgo  San  Domnino,  a  place,  i.  255 
d'Ifchia,  the  haven  of,  ii,  84 
Bormia,  river  of,  i.  214 
Bovromeo,  Carlo,  founder  of  a  college  at  Pavia,  i, 

241 
Botany,  i.  33 

fchool  of,  at  Palermo,  ii.  iz^jj 
Boudiy,  a  town,  i.  153 
Boys  of  Switzerland  characterized,  i.  99 

of  Ifchia,  fports  and  familiarities  of,  ii.  533 
Brandy  of  Dantzic  and  Switzerland,   how  called^ 

i.  146 
Bread,  excellent,  of  Cerignola,  ii.  124 

of  Canoffa,  bad,  ii.  127 
Bregenz,  town  of,  i.  44 
Breitklauenberg,  mountain,  i.  104 
Brenets,  village  of,  i.  150 
Brenta,  the,  a  river,  ii.  5S1 
Brian.on,  fortrefs  of,  i,  196 
Bridge  at  Mentz,  i.  21 
of  Lindau,  i.  41 

of  the  Rhine,  at  Conf!ance,  i.  49 
over  the  Reuls,  i.  82 

pittures  on,  i.  84 
the  Devil's,  i.  97 

Itory  of,  ii.  490 
at  Turin,  i.  200 
remarkable,  at  Genoa,  i.  2.28 

Bjridg'5 


INDEX. 


615 


Bridge  over  the  Tlclno,  I.  2J9 

at  Modena,  i.  261 

at  Pila,  i.  292 

over  the  Tiber,  i.  29S 

of  Ponte  Rotto,  i.  346 

of  Ancus  Martius,  ib. 

natural,  i.  464 

the  Magdalen,  at  Naples,  ii.  ^i 

of  the  borgo  d'lfchia,  ii.  84 

at  Gallipoli,  ii.  169 

over  the  Efaro,  ii.  iSo 

of  Termini,  ii.  237 

of  Belici,  ii.  284 

ruins  of  a,  at  Girgenti,  ii.  306 
near  Narni,  ii.  5J8 

of  Spoleto,  ii.  561 

marble,  over  the  Arhnhms,  ii.  j6S 

over  the  Danube,  ii,  609 

at  Prague,  ii.  Cii 

at  Drefden,  ii,  612 
Bridge  of  boats,  over  the  Po,  1.  239 
at  Placenza,  i.  2^54 

by  Caligula,  i.  ^o^ 
Bridges,  want  of,  in  Tufcany,  i.  29  ^ 

over  rocky  cavities,  at  Sorento,  II.  lOj 
four,  at  the  Kland  of  Ortygia,  ii.  45S 
Brienz,  mountain  of,  i,  105 

village  of,  ib. 
BrigantI,  Fillppo,  an  Italian  author,  Ii.  170 

quotation  from,  ii.  171 
Brlgnole  palace  at  Genoa  delcrlbed,  i.  226 
Brill,   Paul,  piftures  by,   and   charafterizedj 

JBrindifi,  hiftoricai  traces  of,  11.  162 
population  of,  11,  164 
havens  of,  ib. 

cleanfing  of,  ib. 
agricultural  mlltake  of  the  people  of, 
164 
Broken  pots,  the  hill  of,  1.  378 
Brolo,  a  fortrefs,  Ii.  229 
Bronze  of  Syracufe,  1.  424 
Bronzino,  Angelo,  pk'tures  by,  1.  44J 
Bruchfal,  i.  28 
Brug,  a  place,  I.  117 
Briighell,  pictures  by,  11,  543 
Brunette,  fortrefs  of,  i.  196 
Brllningberg,  mountain  of,  1.  106 
Brunnen,  town  of,  i,  94 

Brutus,  father  of,  murdered  at  Rheglum,  1,  260 
L,  J.  bull:  of,  I,  335 
^I.  antique  head  of,  I.  384 
fine  buft  of,  11,  8 
anecdote  concerning,  11.  76 
and  Cairius,  remark  concerning,  11.  550 
Bucentoro,  what,  ii.  588,  598 
JBucephalu^;  fliaUow  oi,  ii.  58 


'  Buckhorn,  Imperial  town  of,  I.  43 
Buck-wheat,  i,  164 

Bucket,  the  famous,  at  Modena,  i.  262 
ButTaloes,  of  Italy,  1,  454,  Ii.  no.  121 
Buffet,  marble,  ancient,  ii.  63 
Bulfon,  opinion  of,  controverted,  11.  503 
Buildings,  Italian,  remarks  on,  1.  326 
Bull,  Farnefian,  beautiful,  at  Naples,  i.  479 

of  Phalaris,  il.  291.  298 
Blingens,  Vicarlus,  INIr.  mention  of,  ii.  109 
BLirde,  a  German  poet,  11.  601 
Buren,  a  county,  i.  117 
Burgdorf,  a  place,  ib. 
BLirgenberg,  mountain,  1.  87 
Biirgli,  the  refidence  of  William  Tell,  i.  97 
Burgundy,  Kings  of,  refide  at  Geneva,  1,  16^ 
Burial  of  the  (lain,  at  Himera,  ii.  340 
Bufa,  a  noble  matron,  anecdote  of,  ii.  127 
Biifching,  millake  of,  1.  459 

quoted,  and  contradifted,  1.  253.11.  571 
Bufts  of  bronze,  at  Genoa,  1.  223 

marble,  of  Doria,  i.  228 

at  Berlin,  ib. 

in  the  villa  Albani,  I.  382. 

Palazzo  JurtinianI,  i.  384, 

of  the  mufeum  of  the  Capitol,  i.  372,  5 '•7 

in  the  Pantheon,  i.  426 

mufeum  at  Portlcl,  11,  64 

at  Padua,  11.  579 


CABRIOLES,  danger  of,  at  Naples,  i.  477 
Ca^us  opuntia,  mode  of  propagating  the,  ii.  226 
Caecilius  Metellus,  vltfory  oi,  U.  404 
Caecus,  A.  C.  public  fpirit  of,  1.  349.  ^6^.  402, 

452  . 
Cages,  ancient,  11.  61 

Caius  Duillus,  naval  vkloryof,  11.  400 
Calabria,  geographical  remarks  on,  ii.  135.  174 
province  of,  charatterized,  11.  186.  192 
the  fabulous  feat  of  Love,  11.  187 
lols  of.  In  population,  by  the  earthquake 

of  1783,  Ii.  192 
Inhabitants  of,  cheerful,  II.  i^^ 
wines  of,  11.  497 
Caligula,  capricious  tyranny  of,  1.  321 

idiot  and  frantic  ideas  of  greatnefs  of,  I 

Cahppus,  the  treachery  of,  11. 362 
Caltagirone,  population  and  profperlty  of,  ii.  317 
Calvin,  at  Geneva,  I.  169 
Calypfo,  vague  refidence  of,  i.  503 
Camararlo,  a  canon,  mention  of,  Ii.  i5o 
Cambiau  family,  magraficent  road  made  by,  \.zi^ 
pi6ture  by,  i.  386 
4  K  2  ■  Came 
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Camel  comparer!  to  the  mulberry  tree,  ii.  325 
Canucus,  an  ancient  city,  ii.  289.  300 
Camillns,  anecdotes  ot",  ii.  557 
Campagnadi  Roma,  ancient  barrennefs  of,  I.  298. 

Campani, treachery  and  cruelty  of  the,  ii.  346 
arrogance  of  the,  i.  493 
treachery  of  the,  at  JNIelfina,  ii.  593-  ,396 
Campi  Phlegraei,  where,  ii.  10 
Camp.ieri,  what,  ii.  284 
Camjio  Marone,  a  place,  i.  215 
Santo,  at  Pifa,  i.  291 
Vaccino,  or  Forum  Romanum,  i.  525 
Canal?,  remarkable,  ii.  160 

of  Venice,  ii.  581 
Cancer  and  leprofy  in  Sicily  and  Italy,  ii.  516 
Cane  del  mare,  or  fea-dog,  a  kind  of  tidi,  ii.  200 
enemy  of  the  fword-hlli,  ii.  201 
Cannne,  battle  of,  ii.  127 
Cannon  of  leather,  i.  228 
Canonici  of  Sicily,  ii.  ^11 
Canoira,  a  place,  ii.  126 
ruins  of,  ii.  127 
Canova,  a  famous  modern  fculptor,  ii.  j55,'3 
Cantara,  river  of,  ii.  322 

the    ancient  Tmirovunrus  and  Ojw- 
halus,  ii.  490 
Canuti,  a  painter,  i.  272 
Cape  of  Pofilipo,  ii.  ^^ 

Mifenum,  ii.  34 
Capitol,  the  particulars  conceming,  i.  32^,  326. 

3.30.  33  ^332>  333.  334 
Capitolium,  derivation  of,  i.  332 
Capo  dt  Bove,  monument  fo  called,  i.  3^2 
Santa  Maria,  a  promontory,  ii.  172 
delle  Colonne,  a  promontory,  ii.  181 
dl  Faro,  a  promontory,  ii.  200 
d'Orlando,  ii.  229 
Buono,  a  promontory,  ii.  274 
Paifaro,  a  promontory,  ii.  405 
Spartivento,  ii.  493 
di  San  Aleflio,  ii.  494 
Licofa,  ii.  526 
Campanello,  ib. 
Caprara,  Turkifh  trophies  taken  by,  i.  271 
Capri,  an  iiland,  wild  appearance  of,  ii.  94 

the  fcene  of  the  debaucheries  of  Tiberius,  th. 
people  of,  charafterized,  ii.  98 
Caprice  in  painters,  reflexions  on,  ii.  60S 
Capua,  early  origin  of,  i.  277 
fertility  of,  i.  298 
the  modern,  i.  466 
'        the  ancient,  tb. 

origin  of  the  name,  th. 
ruins  of,  i.  468 
Capucino,  pldures  by,  i.  23 1 
Carncalla,  anecdote  concerning,  i.  349 
4 


Caracalla,  circus  of,  defcrited,  1.  3_J2 
Caracci,  Agotiino,  piftures  by,  i.  358.  i'j<S 
Ludovico,  anecdotes  of,  i.  267 
fchool  of,  ib. 
where  buried,  i.  271 
Annibal,  charaderized,  i.  268 

piftures  by,  i.  272.  ii.  ^^-^ 
Caracciolo,  anecdote  concerning,  ii.  204 
-Caraccuoli,  the  viceroy,  mention  of,  ii.  50(5 
Caranzana,  IMarquis,  vineyard  of  the,  i.  204 
Carava,  promontory  of,  ii.  229 
Carceres,  what, ;.  ^^^ 
Career!  di  gli  Nerone,  what,  i.  504 
Carcinus,  a  potter,  the  fatherof  Agathocles,  11.373^ 
Card  parties,  effects  nf,  i.  ^^^ 
Caricatori,  whai,  v .  284 
Caricature,  rtmarks  on,  ii.  594 
Carignan,  church  of,  i.  228 
Carin.-s,  what,  i.  ^:.^ 
Carini,  a  town,  ii.  257 
Carlentini,  a  town,  ii.  320 
Carlone,  paintings  by,  i.  227 
Carlos,  Don,  King  of  Sicily,  public  works  of,  Ii, 

140.  218 
Carlfcron,  docks  of,  ii.  ^98 
Carniola,  a  province,  ii.  602 
Carnival  of  Naples,  i.  485 
Carob,  branches  of  the,  take  root,  II.  131 
Caronia,  a  town,  ii.  233 
Carotta,  a  village,  ii.  524 
Carrara,  marble  of,  where  dug,  i.  291 
Carriages,  travelling,  peculiar,  i.  105 
Carthage,  government  of,  abhorred,  ii.  349 
Carthaginian,  infolent  gelliculation  of  a,  ii.  -^66 
Carthaginians,  averfion   of,    to  foreign  manners^ 
ii.  327 
cruelty    of,     ii.    342.    2S0.    295. 

242,243.258.377 
attacked  by  Dionyfius,  ii.347.  351 
outwitted  by  the  Rhegini,  ii.^366 
ambition  of,  ii.  214 
a  cullom  of  the,  ii.  380 
Carthalo,  a  Carthaginian  commander,  ii.  405 
Carts,  few,  in  Sicily,  ii.  504 
Carvings,  excellent,  at  Placenza,  i.  255 
Caryatides,  in  the  Pantheon,  i.  424 

in  ancient  archite6lure,  what,  ii.  7 
Cafal  di  Frigenti,  village  of,  ii.  118 
Cafam.iccia,  in  the  ifland  of  I;lhi.i,  ii.  85 

warm  fprings  of,  ib, 
Cafcata  at  Tivoli,  ii.  546 
Cafcatelli,  maggiori,  waterfalls  near  Tivoli,  ii.  548 

piccoli,  ditto,  ib. 
Caferta,  a  place,  i.  469.  537 
Caffini,  meridian  line  by,  i.  273 
Caffius,  born  at  Parma,  i.  257 
a  poet,  ib. 

Caftell- 
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Caftell-a-mare,  in  Italy,  ii,  43.  108.  535 

in  Sicily,  bay  of,  ii.  357 
Caftell  del  Uo\o,  fortrefs  of,  i.  479 

garidolfo,  a  place,  i.  392 
Caftello  di  Sant'  Elmo,  fortrefs  of,  and   profpe6t 
from,  i.  482 
del  Ovo,  near  Naples,  ii.  20 
Schifone,  ruins  of,  ii.  400 
d'  Ifchia,  a  fortrefs,  ii.  84 
Caftellone,  a  place,  i.  460 
Calteivetiano,  population  of,  ii.  276 
wine  of,  ii,  284.  497 
Caftle  at  Heidelberg,  i.  27 
Callor  and  Pollux,  rtatues  of,  i.  329 

mytholog)'  of,  ii.  318 
ftatues   of,   in  the   church    of 
St.  Paul,  at  Naples,,  ii.  ^ 
Caftro  Giovanni,  a  place,  ii.  238.  3 n 
Catacombs  of  Pofilipo,  ii.  55.  57 
Rome,  ii.  5J 
Syracafe,  ii.  455 
gloomy  tef;ovs  of,  ii.  57 
Cataldus,  Saint,  an  Irifhman,  humorous  particu- 
lars concerning,  ii.  148 
Catania,  or  Catana,  hiftorical  traces  of,  ii.  462 
fome  account  of,  ii.  465,  466 
trade  and  population  of,   ii.  466.  472 
Catanzaro,  a  town,  ii.  184 

hofpitality  of  a  gentleman  of,  ii.  184 
population  of,  ii.  185 
Catapulta,  difcovery  of,  ii.  347 
Catarafts  of  fire,  ii.  28 

in  the  Alps,  I.  193,   194 
Cathedral  of  Milan,  grandeur  of,  i.  248 
treafury  of,  ib. 
of  Eerne,  praifed,  i.  139 

profpecfl  from,  ib. 
of  Laufanne,  i.  159 
Cato,  anecdote  of,  i.  407 
Catolica,  a  town,  ii.  568 
Cats  and  dogs  forbidden  at  Procida,  H.  83 
Cattle,  fondnefs  of  the  Swifs  for,  i.  152 
of  Savoy,  i.  189 
piedmont,  i.  205 
the  States  of  the  Church,  i.  297 
Milan,  i.  253 
Puglia,     Terra  di  Lavoro,    and   other 

provinces,  characterized,  ii.  121 
Calabria,  ii.  186 
Sicily  dcfcribed,  ii.  323.  504 
the  Apennines,  ii.  574 
foddered  with  leaves  of  trees,  i.  238 
colour  and  form  of,  near  Naples,  ii.  41 
fick,  roiraculoufly  healed,  ii.  6 
of  the  province  of  Polefino,  ii.  576 
Catullus,  reference  to,  i.  302 
Caudiue  Forks,  ii.  122, 


I  Cavedone,  a  painter,  i.  26H 
Cavern  of  Leuchtenburg,  remarkable,  I.  13 
Cavern,  in  Unterwald,  i.  88 
remarkable,  i.  i  ^i 

of  Charon,  and  near  Pyrmont,  mephitlc, 
ii.  29 
Caverns  near  Lentini,  ii.  322 

of  Pantellaria,  ii.  275 
Cavi,  and  fortrefs,  i.  238 

Cecilia,  St.  famous  pidture  of,  by  Ra])hael,  i.  271 
Cefalu,  a  town,  and  promontory,  ii.  236 
Cento,  a  town,  ii.  574 

piftures  at,  ii.  575 
Cento  camerelle,  what,  i.  JJ04 
Ce7itor:pa,  an  ancient  town,  ii.  386.  397 
Ctphalcedhnn,  or  Cefalu,  conquered,  by  Agatho- 

cles,  ii.  3S6 
Cerlgnola,  a  town,  ii.  124 

excellent  bread  of,  ih.. 
Cefena,  a  tov/n,  ii.  570 
Ceftus,  remark  on  the,  i.  411 
Chairs  of  the  ancients,  conjecture  concerning,  ii.  T 
Chamberr)S  chief  town  of  Savoy,  i.  189 
Chamois  of  iEtna,  ii.  ^05 
Chapel  of  Pope  Sixtus  IV.  i.  439 
at  Furia  d'Ifchia,  ii.  87 

wealth  of,  ii.  88 
Charioteers  at  games  hired,  i.  3  '^3 
Charlemagne,  etfigy  of,  at  Ziirich,  i.  74 

at  Geneva,  i.  165 
Charles  the  Bold,  anecdotes  of,  i.  11 8,  119 
St.  church  of,  at  Genoa,  i.  223 
the  Fifth,  watch-towers  built  by,  ii,  38. 
works  of,  at  Syracufe,  ii.  458 
of  Anjou,   cruelty  and  defpotifm  of,  ii» 
215.221 
Charybdis,  enquiries  concerning,  ii,  200 
Chaux  de  Fond,  a  place,  i,  148 

valley  of,  remarkable,,  ib. 
Cheefc,  Parmefan,  where  made,  i.  253 

of  the  Alps,  i.  108,  iii 
Cherries  and  plums  not  excellent  in  Sicily,  ii.  49^ 
Chefnut  tree  and  fritit,  i,  158,  159.  215 
trees  flourifh  near  volcanoes,  ii.  10 
of  TEtna,  ii.  484 
Chefs,  anecdote  of,  ii,  215 
Chigi,  park  of,  i,  394 

Children  iacrificed  by  the  Carthaginians,  ii.  330 
affected  by  monlbous  forms,  ii.  246 
bad  treatment  of,  in  Sicily,  ii,  514,  ^j^ 
Chloris,  ftatue  of,  i,  437 

Chriftians,  primitive,  clandeftineworfliip  of,  ii,  56 
Church,  grand,  of  La  Superga,  i.  207 

of  St.  Auguftin,  at  Placenza,  i,  255 
yard,  battle  in,  i.  118 
Churches  at  Genoa,  i.  223 

cf  Italy,  dark,  i.  258 

ChurcheS;, 
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Churches,  "Roman,  decorations  of,  on  feftivals,  i. 

of  Naples,  inferior,  ii.  4 
of  Padua,  ii.  57S 
diyrondas  the  law-giver,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  463 
Ciane,  the  fountain  and  fortrefs  of,  ii.  446 
Cicero,  excellent  moral  reafoning  of,  ii.  j'O; 
Cimabue  the  pointer,  anecdote  of,  ii.  578 
Cimmerii,  abodes  of  the,  ii.  j6 
Cincas,  remark  of,  on  wine,  i.  403 

dialogue  of,  With  Pyrrhus,  ii.  394 
Circe,  pnmontory  of,  fuperfiitions  of,  i.  454 
Circella,  monte,  ii.  ^26 
Circus,  the  great,  i,  418 
Cifteme,  a  place,  i.  452 
Cifterns  of  Tauron'-nhim,  ii.  491 
City  refidence  loved  by  the  Italians,  i.  250 

retleftlons  on,  ih. 
Civita  Caftellana,  the  ancient  Falifcuvi,  ii,  55/ 
Civita  Lavina,  a  town,  i.  404 
CiuUo  del  Camo,  the  tirft  fuppofed  Italian  poet,  ii'. 

Claude  Lorrain,  pictures  by,  i.  201,  ii.  542 
Claudia,  miracle  performed  by,  i.  367 
Cleliri,  a  Roman  virgin,  heroifm  of,  i.  373 
Clergyman  of  Grindelwalde,  i.  no 
Cliffs jof  Scylla,  pifturefque,  ii.  200 
Climate  of  ancient  Italy,  i.  379 

difference  of,  at  the  fummit  and  the  foot 
of  mountains,  i.  153.  194.  S15 

of  Italy  and    Sicily,  i,  274,    275.    293. 

mildnefs  of,  ii.  514 
Clitonna,  a  river,  the  ancient  Clitumnusj  ii.  j6i 
Cloaca  maxima,  grandeur  of,  i.  348 
Cloaks,  worn  by  men  and    women,    in  Italy,  i. 

Clodius  defeated,  ii.  405 
Cluverius,  miffake  of,  i.  498 

an  accurate  traveller,  ii.  12 
quoted,  ii.  5  15 
Cneus  Cornelius,  the  coaful,  treacheroufly  Imprl- 

loned,  ii.  400 
Cnofus,  the  labyrinth  of,  ii.  289 
Coaches  met  with  In  Sicily,  ii.  504 
Coafts  of  Italy,  charms  of,  ii.  34 

Sicily,  charnib  of,  ii.  254 
Coblentz  and  elc6toral  palaces,  i.  20 
Codes,  H.  heroifm  of,  i.  346 
Cocolus,  hiltorical  anecdotes  of  ii.  289 
Ctelius,  mount,  antiquities  ol,  i.  422 
Coffee-houfe  at  Lecce,  ii.  165 
Coins,  ancient,  in  the  muleum  at  Portlci,  ii,  64 
coUeftion  of,  ii.  254 
ancient,   at  the  palace  of  Capo  di  monte, 

ii.  4 
ancient,  atGirgenti,  ii.  309 


Cola  di  Rienzo,  remarkable  anecdotes  of,  i,  345 

palace  of,  and  Itory  concerning",  u 

Cold,  enduring  of,  i.  243 

effetis  of,  at  Rome,  i.  380 
remarks  on,  in  Ruff^a,  ii.  49^ 
College  of  Jefuits,  at  Genoa,  i.  224 
at  .Milan,  i.  249 
Cologne,  i.  15 

cathedral  of,  ih. 
Celonna,  what,  ii.  5°/ 

Coloifeum,  at  Rome,  defcription  of,  1,  311.  320, 
321,322 
why  fo called,  i,  320 
Colfon,  Captain,  mention  of,  ii.  109 

meafurement  by,  ii.  305 
Comedy  and  comedians,  Italian,  i.  197.  213.  23^% 

ii-593 
Commentators,  miflakes  of,  i.  497 

cenfured,  i.  502.  ii.  31 
Commerce,  oppreffions  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  507 
Commodus,  Emperor,  a  gladiador,  i.  316 
Communication,   fubterranean,    between     iEtna, 
Vefuvius,  Lipari,  and  Hecla, 
ii.  21 
Communication,  fubterranean,  between  the  Lu- 
crine  lake  and  the  fea,  ii.  12 
probable,  between  Solfatara  and 

Vefuvius,  ii.  20 
between  vEtna  and  the  fea,  ii, 
201. 480 
Community,  fecret  and  dreadful,  formerly  at  Tra- 

pani,  ii.  272 
Concord,  temple  of,  at  Rome,  i.  324.333 
Confraternita  di  San  Paolo,  a  fecret  and  dreadful 

community,  ii.  272 
Conilterion,  what,  i    421 
Conaoiireurlliip  of  women  cenfured,  i.  432 
Conradin,  anecdotes  of,  i.  472 

where  put  to  death,  ii.  i^ 
Confcn^atore,  what,  i.  334 
Confiance,  city  of,  anecdotes  of  the,  i.  47 
Conllantia,  St.  monument  of,  i.  386 
Conltitution  of  Venice,  ii.  586.  590 
Contractors,  ancient  Roman,  ii.  46 
Converfazione   in  Italy   and  Rome,   5.   303.  30^. 

,342 
Copenhagen,  Rofenburg  garden  of,  i.  2,ZS 
Coquetry  of  Italian  and  Sicilian  girls,   ii.  161^  id 
Cora,  a  place,  1.  403 
Coral,  near  Trapani,  ii.  273 
Corinthians,  magnanimity  of  the,  11,369 
Coriolanus,  meniion  of,  1,  360 
Cork  trees,  remarks  on,  ii.  133 
Corn,  fupplied  by  Lucerne  to  Url,  &c.  by  treaty, 
i.  83 
at  Geneva,  anecdote  concerning,  i.  175 

Correcrgic» 
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Gorregglo,  pu^ures  by,  i.  s^rjS,  2/^9 

anecdotes  of,  i.  261.  267.  ^ojj 
town  oi',  i.  2  (5 1 
Corfairs,  effeilrts  of,  on  trade,  ii.  508 
Cork),  the,  at  Turin  deicribed,  i.  204 
Naples,  ii.  69.  71 
Palermo,  ii.  25(5 
Corvi,  or    grapp'ing  irons,  invented  by  the  Ro- 
mans, ;i,  400 
Cojfyra,  the  ancient,  ii.  275 
CoilLune   of  tile  head,    Grecian,    at  Taranto,   ii. 

Cotrone,  fituation  and  origin  of,  ii.  17^ 

popvdation  of,  ii.  179 

trade  of,  ib. 

haveii  vjf,  ih. 
Cotton,  fpecies  o-f,  ii.  \6^ 

of  Pantellaria,  ii.  275 
Cotunnio,  Signer,  medical  opinion  of,  ii.  172 
Coucy,  Enguerrend  de,  anecdote  of,  i.  116 
Council  held  at  Rimini,  ii.  568 
Counfellors,  feoret,  at  Berne,  i.  129 
Country  near  Parma  characterized,  i.  261 
Courtlliipof  favages,  remarkable,  i.  141 
Cow,  ftatueof;,i.  434 
Cov/per,  Lord,  anecdote  of,  i.  166 
Cozza  PtJofii,  a  fhell-filTi  of  the  Mare  Piccolo,  Ii, 

.  ^^^^ 
Craters,  volcanic,  how  formed,  i.  395 

Credulity,  how  cherilhed,  ii.  515 

Cretans,  mutiny  of,  at  Megara,  ii.  423 

Cripples  of  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  516 

Crofs,  Grecian,  what,  i.  207 

and  Latin,  i.  309 

Croton,  anecdote  concerning,  ii.  171; 

ancient  grandeur  of,  ii.  177 

falubrious  air  of,  ib.n.  3 28 
Crotonlans,  fame  of  the,  ii.  177 
Crucifix,  beautiful,  of  bronze  at  Genoa,  i.  223 
Cubba,  palace  of,  ii.  2^0 
Cultivation  near  Modena,  i.  262 
Cumse,  ancient  remains  of,  i.  492.  ii.  40 

fertility  of  the  country  round,  1.  492 

fortrefs  of,  ib. 

hiftorical  traces  of,  i.  493 

bay  ot,  ib. 
Capid-feller,  the  ancient  and  modern,  ii.  67 

comic  Itatue  of  a,  i.  437 
Cupola,  painted,  at  Placen-za,  i.  25^ 
Parma,  i.  2jS 

beautiful,  i.  393 

of  the  Pantheon,  i.  42^5 
Curia,  the  palace  of,  i.  2^$,  334 
Curio,  remarkable  theatre  built  by,  1.  312,  313 
Curiofity  of  the  Italians,  ii.  125,  126 
Neapolitans,  i,  478 


Cuftom,  remarkable,  ofZiinch,  I.  76 
fingular,  in  Sicily,  ii.  516 

Cutelli,  college  founded  by,  ii.  .i/jp 

Cybele,  fupcrltitious  llory  concerning,  i,  ^!^C. 

Cyclops,  fuppt)fed  a  real  people,  ii.  322 

poetical  ule  oi^  by  Homer,  i.  503 


D 


DACIER,  the  father  of  Madam,  quoted,  ii.  298'' 
U.-edalus,  hiliorical  particulars  concerning,  ii.  2^(x 
Dalberg,  coadjutor  of  Mentz,  i.  22 
Dam  of  the  lake  of  Avernus,  i.  490. 

fabulous,  of  Medina,  ii.  218 

or  mole  of  Catania,  ii.  472 
Damos,  the  patron  of  Agathocles,  Ii.  372 
Danae,  pic^ture  of,  by  Titian,  a  malterpiece,  Ii,,2- 
Dance  of  St.  Vitus,  ii.  IJJ4 
Dancers,  death  of  a  company  of,  ii.  204 
Dances,  charaCteriftic,.  of  Italy,  Germany,   Eng- 
land,  France,  and  ancient  Greece,  iU. 

various  ancient,  ii.   102 
Dancing  near  Welnheim,  i,  26 

ot  an  angry  woman,  ii.  9S 
poetry  and  niufic,  union  of,  ii.  100 
of  David  before  the  ark,  ii.  101 
Herod  enflamed  by,  iL  103 
and  the  tarantula,  ii.  103.  153 
Dandolo,  hiftorical  anecdote  of,  ii.  591 
Danielle,  Don  Giovanni,  particulars  concerning'^, 

ii.  125 
Dante,  i.  7.  289.  291.  ii.  J07 

quoted,  i.  273.  292.  4i_5.  440' 
figure  of,  at  Florence,  i.  284 
fuperltition  concerning,  i.  2S6 
il Jii[fo  del,  ib. 
Danube,  the  firft  river  in  Europe,  i,  39.  ii/23?, 

610 
Daphnaeus,  mfintion  of,  ii.  343 

hiftorical  anecdotes  of,  ii.  29^,  296 
Daphnis  the  poet,  mention  of,  ii.  231.  326.  449 
Darius,  anecdote  of,  ii.  178 
Darknefs,  Cimmei'ian,  travels  of,  i,  j|oa 
Darmftadt,  i.  24 
David  dancing,  ii.  10 1 
Daun,  Count,  hiftorical  anecdote  of,  i.  473 
Day,  i-eniai'kable,. in  hiftory,  ii,  241 
Death,  gate  of,  i.  315 

goddds  of,  i.  355 
of  Diodes,  remarkable,  ii.  338 
terrors  of,  to  the  ancients,  ii.  58 
Debtors,  cuftom  concerning,  at  Syracufe,.ii.  45S- 
Deer  of  Italy,  ii.  505 

Delia  Faglia,  epithet,  anecdote  concerningxi.  214-. 

DelphoSj^ 
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Delphos,  Infcrlption  of  the  temple  at,  ii.  470 
Demarala,  ambition  of,  ii.  416 

the  wife  of  Gelo,  ii.  450 
Demarchus,  mention  of,  ii.  342 
Demcoedes  the  Crotonian,  anecdotes  of,  ii,  177 
Demonax  the  philofopher,  anecdote  of,,i.  317 
Denis,  the  Abbe,  mention  of,  ii.  605 
Derivation  of  Tarentine  words,  ii.  ij6 
Devil  and  Angel,  quarrel  between,  i.  244 
Devotion,  want  of,  in  the  Italians,  ii.  132 
Dew,  copious,  in  Germany,  ii.  312 
Dexippus,  hiilorical  anecdotes  of,    ii.  294.  296, 

297.341 
Diana,  birth-place  of,  i.  399.  419.  ii.  457 
Dice,  ancient,  ii.  62 
Diderot,  anecdote  of,  i.  5 
Dilettante,  a  blind,  ii.  160 
Dilettanti,  affedation  of  being,  1.  407.  414.  431, 

4.32.  450,  .. 
Dinocrates,  anecdotes  of,  H-  377-  383.  387.  391 
Dinomenes,  mention  of,  ii.  315-328 
Diodes,  hiilorical  traces  of,  ii.  2^6.  338,  339 

laws  of,  ii.  338 
Diogenes,  painted  by  Rubens,  remarks  of,  i.  5 

a  fculptor,  I,  424 
Dion,  hiilorical  traces  of,  ii.  325.  352  to  362 

banillied    by    Dionyfius    the    younger,    ii. 

353 
attempts  of,  againfl  Dlonyfius,  ii.  355 
fmall  force  of,  ii.  255>  35^ 
lufpefted  by  the  Syracutians,  II.  3 58 
patriotic  emotions  of,  ii.  359 
return  of,  to  Syracule,  ii.  360 
moderation  of,  ii.  361 
dejeftion  and  death  of,  ii.  362 
Dionyfrns   the  elder,  hiilorical  traces  of,  Ii.  315, 
316.  322.340.  451,  4j2.  456.  489. 

contends  as  a  poet  with  the  Greeks, 

farcaftic  rapacity  of,  ii.  447 

fufpicionof,  ii,  389 

death  of,  ii.  351 

the  younger,  luccefiion  of,  Ii.  351 
virtuous  propenfit'es  of,  ii.  352 
exclamation  of,  to  hi.s  courtiers,  ii, 

353 
quarrels  of,  with  Plato,  ii.  2^^;^.  355 
injultice  of,   to  Dion,  ii.  253}  554? 

35S 
treachery  of,  ii.  357 
relloration  of,  ii.  365 
dethroned  by  Timoleou,  il.  367 
Dlofcurldes,  an  ancient  artift,  ii.  64 
Difcus,  the,  what,  1,  421 

Difeal'es,  limnle  remedies  for,  in  Sicily  and  Italy, 
li,  275 


Difpenfary  of  Loretto,  vare."!  at,  ii.  j^6^ 

Dock  built  by  Dlonylms,  ii.  344 

Docks,  dry.,  refleftions  on,  ii.  597 

Doge  of  Genoa,  what,  i,  217,  218 

of  Venice,  otlice  defcribed,  ii.  587 

judged  after  his  death,  ii.  588 
eleclion  of  the,  ii.  589 
palace  of  the,  ii.  590 

Dogs  thrown  into  the  Grotta  del  Cane,  ii.  29 

Dolce,  Carlo,  pi6lurLS  by,  i.  2S3.  285 

Dolphins,  remarkable  tale  concerning,  II,  94 

Dominichino,  paintings  by,  i,  328.  443,  444,  ii^. 

538.  543-  554 
chani6terized,  ii.  539 
called   the  Painter  by  PoulTui,  ii, 

-554 
Domitian,  vain  pretenfions  of,  I.  29^ 
villa  of,  ib. 

hall  of  audience  of,  i.  418 
palaces  of,  i.421 
Dora,  river  ot,  i.  193.  204 
Doria,  Andrea,  charadlerized,  i.  217 

palace  of,  at  Rome,   numerous  iandfcapes 

by  G.  Pouffin  in,  i.  305 
villa,  ii.  55 S     _ 
Doric  genius  chavafterized,  ii,  46.  lor,  ill 
Doricus,  death  of,  ii.  344 
Doris,  the  wife  of  Dioiiylius,  Ii.  34S 
Doves  of  Venus,  tradition  concerning,  ii.  270 
Doux,  a  river,  i.  151 
Dowe,  Gerhard,  piftures  by,  i.  201,  202 
Drachcnjlein,  one  of  the  feven  hills,  i.  17 
Drago,  the  ancient  r\\tx  Acragas,  ii.  287.  307 
Dragon  that  guarded   the   remains  of  6cipio,  ii, 

39'  40 

Drains,  agricultural,  i.  214 

Drawing,  ancient  freedom  of,  ii.  3 
Drefanum,  the  ancient,  ii.   267 
Drelden,  fight  and  beauties  of,  ii.  612 
Di"oletto,  inl"urre6lion  occafioned  by  the  infolence 

of,  ii.  217 
Droft,  Meffieurs  von,  mention  of,   ii.    109.   115. 

256.  522  . 
Droz  de  Corcelles,  anecdote  of,  i,  147 

famous  defcendants  of,  i.  148 
Drunkards,  fouls  of,  lent  into  fwine,  i.  438 
Ducetius,   hiilorical  traces  of,  ii.  ^2S-  3^8,319. 

333   463 
Ducks  and  geele  Icarce  in  Italy,  ii.  87 
Du  Fournav,  an  archite6l,  ii.  255 
Dulcigno,  a  nelt  of  pirates,  ii.  168 
Da  Paty,  an  avthor,  cenfured,  i.  235 
Durazzo,  hiilorical  anecdote  of,  i.  473 

a  port,  ii.   162 
Durer,  Albert,  pi6lures  by,  i.  444.  ii.  544 

charadlerized,  ii.  544 
Durlach,  i,  28 

Diiffeldorf 


INDEX. 


625 


Dlifleldorf  gallery,  piiftures  in  the,  i.  (J 

rich  in  the  works  of  Rubens, 
few  of  the  Italian  maflers, 
i.  8 


E. 

EAGLES,  i.  150 

Ear  of  Dionyfuis,  remarks  on  the,  li.  4^2- 

Earth,  iuHammable,  i.  395 

limits  of  the  ancient,  i.  502 
Earthquakeof  15.38,  at  Naples,  i.  489 

Monte  Nuovo,  produced  by 
the,  i.  490 
that  (wallowed  the  towns  of  Aha,  i. 

of  1783,  remark  concerning,  ii.  21 

effe6tsof, at  Catanzaro,ii.i8j 
at  Mouteleone,   ii. 

187   _ 
at  Oppido,   ii.  189 
emotions  excited  by,  ii,  190 
law-fuits  occalioned  by,  (b, 
efl*e6ls  of,  on  the  human  or- 
gans, ii.  191 

at  Reggio,   ii.  206 
at  MelUna_,  ii.  322 
wine,  ii.  204 
at  Rhodes,  ii.  409 
of  1 169,  ii.  466 
Earthquakes,  effe6ts  of,  ii.  82 

remarks  concerning,  ii.  189.  196 
tremendous  etlefts  of,  ii.  189.  195 
changes  produced  by,  ii.  205 
temples  demoliflied  by,  ii.  305 
frequent  in  Ifchia,  ii.  91 

at  Catania,  ii.  464 
Eclipfe  predifted  by  a  fcholar  of  Plato,  ii.  3  54 
Efforts,  naval,  of  the  Romans,  ii.  400  to  407 
Egeria,  fountain  of,  i.  .358.  400,  401 

grove  of,  i_.  359 
Egefla,  ruins  of,  ii.  262 

once  a  mighty  city,  ii.  2*55 
Eglillau,  town  of,  i.  53 

country  round,  i.  54 
Egj'ptian  idolatries  among  the  Romans,  ii.  46 
Egyptians,  excellent  cultom  of,  i.  423 
Ehrenbrcitftein,  cattle  of,  i.  20 
Eiger,  great  and  little,  mountains,  i.  104 
Elr6ta,  Hamilcar  Itationed  on  the  mountain,  ii. 


by,   at 


Elbe,  compared  to  the  Rhine,  i.  i 

road  belide  the,  ii.  6ri 
Elberfclde  and  valley,  account  of,  i.  il 
Elbeuf,    Prince  of,    antiquities  dilcovered 

Herculaneum,  ii.  19 
Eleftricity,  conjectures  concerning,  ii,  \(j6 
Vol.' II. 


Elcttru,  ifland  of,  ii.  144 
Elephant  of  lava  at  Catania,  ii.  468 
Elephants,  Roman  dread  of,  ii.   404 
I  Eletto  del  popolo,  an  officer  at  Naples,  i,  476 
Elifeo,  Father,  a  man  of  learning,  ii.  253 
Pllpenor,  interment  of,  by  Ulyllt;s,  i.  joo 
Elva,  itland  of,  i.   291 
Elyfian  fields,  fite  of  the  ancient,  i.  496 
Emerald  an  ell  long,  i.  4^ 

Emigrants,  behaviour  of  the,  at  Coblentz,  i,  19 
Empedion,  anecdote  of,  ii.   281 
Em.pcdocles,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  284.  481 

remark  of,  on  Agrigentum,  ii.  292 
Emprcfs  of  Germany,  anecdote  of,  i.  243 

tied  on  an  afs,  i.  246 
Ems,  mineral  waters  of,  i.  20 
Encyclopedic,  grofs  blunder  of  the,    concerning 

Palermo,  ii.  256 
Engelberg,  mountain,  i.  102.  106 
P^ngliili  apathy,  i.  432 
Einia,  the  ancient,  ii.  311 
Ennius,  an  ancient  poet,  mention  of,  ii.  i  i() 
Ens,  river  of,  i.  34 

Entymus,  an  ancient  colonial  leader,  ii.  290 
Epaminondas,  ii.  137 
Ephebea,  what,  i.  421 
Ephorus,  tale  invented  by,  ii.  56 
Epicydes,  mention  of,  ii.  414.  425.  428.  430,  431, 

432 
Epiftles  and  Gofpels  read  in  Greek,  ii.  149 
Epomeus,  or  Epomeo,  anciently  a  volcano,  i.  ^99. 
ii.  84 

fcenery  of,  ii.  ^30 

charatterlzed,  ii.  89 

terrors  of  its  winding  paths,  ib. 
Eridanus,  who,  i.  199 
Eruptions,  volcanic,  tokens  of,  ii.  15 
Erymnon,  anecdote  of,  ii.  382 
Eryx,  fable  concerning,  ii.  268 
E'rzgebiirg,   induftry  of  the  inhabitants  of,   i.    12 
El'aro,  the  river,  ravages  committed  by,  ii.  180 
E[J?diarii,  what,  i.  317 
Eislingen,  Imperial  town  of,  i.  38 
Etrurians,  origin  of  the,  i.    2715 

charafterized,  i.   276,  277 
Etymology  ot   Dculfchc,  conjetlure  concerning,  ii. 

Euha-a,  an  ancient   ifland,  i.  492 
Eugene,  Prince,  mention  of,  i.  207.  ii.  19 

books  collected   by,  ii.   605 
Evian,  town  of,  defcribed,  i.    i  58 
Eumachus,  defeat  of,  by  Himilco,  ii.  ^'^'^ 
Euripides,  quotation  from,  ii.  310 
Exainetus,  pompous  entry  of,  ii.  292 
Exchange  at  Genoa,  \.  12\ 

at  Pifa,  i.  292 
Excite  officers,  Erench,  rapacity  of,  i.  151 

4  L  Exodra, 
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Exedra,  what,  i.  418.  421,  si,  ,^i 

inlcription  on  an,  ii.  ^l 


V. 


FABIUS  and  the  ftatues  of  Tarentum,  ii,  139 

anecdote  of,  i.  406 
Fable  and  hiftory,  connection  between,  1.  470.  ii. 

ijy.  211.  287 
FahuJi-e  JtiUajhe,  anecdote  concerning  the,  ii,   74 
I'aenza,  a  town,  ii    570 
Fairs,  annual,  of  Salerno,  ii.    ri4 
Falifci,  tiie,  anecdote  of,  ii.  557 
Family,  royal,  at  Turin,  charaderized,  i.  210 

filial  piety  of  a,  at  Catania,  ii.  463 
Fano,  a  town,  ii.  567 

Farmers,   experimental,   in  Switzerland,  i.  102 
of  Piedmont  charafterized,  i.  206 
labour  of,  in  Italy,  i.  4^59 
and  tillers,  opprellions  of,  ii,   72 
Farms  of  bicily,  mode  of  letting,  ii.  506 
Farnefe  Hercules,  remarks   on  the  ftatue  of  the, 
ii.  6 
Homer,  famous  head  of  the,  ii.  8 
Faro,  Capo  di,  a  promontory,  defcribed,  ii.  zoo. 
204 
ftraits  of,  anecdote  concerning,  ii.  204 
Fafcarini,  a  fcnator  of  Venice,  anecdote  of,  ii.  585 
Fafti,  confular,  famous,  i.  336 
Fa-uigna?ia,  or  Favognana,  an  ifland,  ii.  271 
Favray,  doubtful  rtory  of,  ii.  251 
Faun,  dnmken,  remarkably  beautiful  ftatue  of,  ii. 

Fayence,  potter}'  fo  called,  ii.  571 
Fazello,  quotation  from,  i.  50J 

concerning    the    Sicilian    vef- 
pers,  ii.   216 
Feelings,  paternal,  i.   299.  ii.  534 
Felizzano,  a  place,  i.   213 
Fenelon,  quotation  from,  i.  4^8 
anachronifm  of,  ii.   137 
Fennel,  giant,  tradition  concerning,  ii.  309 
Ferentina,  facred  grove  of,  i.  397 
Fern  ufed  inltead  of  ftraw,  i.  80 
Feronia,  the  Ipring  of,  i.  4^4.  463 
Ferrara,  extent  and  population  of,  ii.  ^75 

univerfity  of,  ih. 

Francefro,  profeflbr  at  Catania,  ii,  472 
Ferreri,  a  place,  ii.  484 
Ferry,  i.   255.   262.  465 

over  the  Silaro,  ii.    113 
Ferryman,  anecdote  of,  ib. 
Fertility  of  Lucerne,  i.  80 

near  Naples,  ii.  72.  75 

of  the  illand  of  Ifchia,  ii,  8(S 


Ferlllityof  Sicily,  ii.  23^^.  257 

extraordinary,  of  Mount  iEtna,  ii.  47^ 
Feftlvals  of  Italy,  ii.  573 
Fetter  of  iron,  ancient  and  horrid,  ii.  63 
Fetters,  golden,  witty  remark  on,  ii.  178 
Fia,  Signor,  a  man  of  literature,  i.  403,  404 
Fiftion,  poetical,  how  promoted,  i.  503 
Fidanza,  piftures  by,  i,  284 
Field,  remarkable  faleof  a,  at  Rome,  i.  3^9 
Fig  tree  and  fruit,  i.  19^^.  215.  ii.  168,  169.   207. 

226.275.281.496.528,529 
Figs,  oiling  of,  ii.  207 

Figure,  anatomical,  in  wax,  remarkable,  i,  240 
Fiori  di  Fichi,  what,  ii.  207 
Fire  fignals  of  Switzerland,  i.  77 

remarkable  appearance  of,  i.   275 
river  of,  ii.   26 
gulphs  of,  ii.   27 
fubterranean  efl'eils  of,  ii.  4s 

Calabria  the  focus  of,  ii,  210 
remarkable,  in  the  camp  of  the  Carthagi- 
nians, ii.  388 
and  tire-works,  Italian  fondnefs  of,  ii,  <,^^ 
Fires,  frequent  in  ancient  Rome,  i,  426 

manner  of  kindling  in  the  watch-towers  of 
Sicily,  ii.  266 
Fifcherhorn,  a  rock,  i.  no 
Fifh,  good,  of  Bari,  ii.  132 

of  the  fpring  Arethufa,  ii.  449 
Fiftier-boy,  miraculous  efcape  of  a,  ii.  195 
Fiftiery  of  Cefalu,  ii.  236 
Tunny,  ii.  244 
Flfhes,  preferved  colle6lion  of,  ii.  254 
Fiume  Salfo,  a  river,  ii.  313 

a  rivulet  near  Pefto,  ii.  112 
Frigido,  a  river,  ii.   263 
di  Caftro  Reale,  the  ancient   Longanus,  a 

river,  ii.  397 
Freddo,  a  river,  the  ancient  j^Jines,  ii.  488 
Flax,  growth  of,  i.  256 

early  harveft  of,  ii.  159 
Fleas,  the  town  of,  ii.  281 
Fleet,  firft,  of  the  Romans,  ii.  399 
Fleur)--,  Mademoifelle,  an  atlrefs,  i.  186 
Flies,  teafingin  Sicily,  ii.  312 
Floats  of  timber  on  the  Rhine,  account  of,  i,  9 
Florence,  uncertain  founding  of,  i,  278 
population  of,  i.  279 
bridges  at,  id. 
Florentines,  democratical,  i.  278 
Florus,  remark  of,   on  the   admirable  Induftry  of 

the  Romans,  ii.  400 
Flowers  at  Turin,  i.  205 
at  Genoa,  i.  223 
at  PIfa,  i.  293 

artificial,  made  of  the  aloe,  i.  492 
Fllie,  Nicholas  von  der,  anecdotes  of,  i.  87,  120 

Fliiclc, 
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Flliele,  i.  90.  95.  99 

Flutings,  prodigious,  ii,  304,  30^ 

Fogia,  town  of,  ii.  121 

Foligni,  the  ancient  Fulgimuni,  ii.  ^62 

Fondaco  del  Fico,  a  place  in  Calabria,  ii.  1S7 

Sicily,  ii.  323 
Fondi,  a  place,  i.  460 
F'ontana  del  aqua  fclice,  i.  307 
di  Trevi,  i.  364 

grand  efFe6l  of,  i.  365 
di  Paolo,  copious,  i.  366 
Forefts  of  ^tna,  ii.  475 

chehiut  ditto,  ii.  485 
Fortitications  of  Aleirina,  ii.  224 
Forli,  a  town,  ii,  570 
Fortuna  Virilis,  temple  of,  i.  34^ 
Forum,  place  of  the,  i,  ^33 

Boarium,  what,  i.  337 
what,  i,  4s  I 

of  Nerva,  ruftic  architedlure  of,  i,  431 
Fountain,  inceffant  boiling  of  a,  ii.  119 
Fountains,  artificial,  cenfured,  i.  55 

at  the  place  Navona,  i.  3^^ 
grand  at  ditto,  ih. 
Foxes  of  Sampfon,  critical  remark  on,  ii.  130 
Fra  Bartolomeo,  piilures  by,  ii.  4.  543 
Fragment  and  infcription,  ancient,  ii.  137 
Francia,  pi6ture  by,  i.  444 
Francis  the  Firft,  where  taken  prifoner,  i.  245 
Frangini,  Cardinal,  mention  of,  i.  340 
Frangy,  village  of,  i.  188 
Franke,  Mr.  a  phyfician,  anecdotes  of,  i.  240 
Frankfort,  i.  23 
Frafcati,  a  place,  ii.  ^40 
F'ratello,  mountain,  ii.  232 
Frederic  of  Auftria,  anecdote  of,  1.  117 

the  Firfl,  anecdote  of,  i.  246 
Freedom,  how  maintained,  i.  278 

remark  concerning,  ii.  139 
Freiburg,  the  rival  of  Berne,  i.  iij 
French,  the,  cenfured,  i.  1S6 

captain,  anecdote  of  a,  ii.  173 
Friefen,  the  high  bailifl",  anecdote  ot^  i.  74 
Frigenti,  town  of,  ii.  118 
Friuli,  province  of,  ii.  602 
Froft  and  fnow,  noneat  Taranto,  ii.  147 
Fruftitication,  conjeflures  concerning,  ii.  25 
Fruit,  plentiful  in  Zugand  Lucerne,  i,  80 
at  Genoa,  i.  223 
Pifa,  i.  293 
early  in  Italy,  i.  457 
Fulvlus  Flaccus,  cruelty  of,  i.  468 
Fumolo,  a  plant  deadly  to  white  Iheep,  Ii.  143 
Furia  d'Ifchia,  a  place,  ii.  86 
Furniture,  ancient,  ii.  61,  62 
Fiu:rows  or  drauis  in  Piedmont  and  Bohemia,  i.  195 


Fiirft,  Walter,  anecdote  of,  i.  99 

Fiirftenberg,  Baron  of,  a  benevolent  patriot,  j,  a 

Fufeli,  a  Swifs  painter,  i.  58 


G 


GAETA,  fortrefs  of,  deferlbed,  \.  463 

fuburbs  of,  and  population,  ib. 
Gagini,  a  fculptor,  ii.  276 
Galaefus,  a  river,  ii.  143 

literary  anecdote  concerning,  il.  14^ 
Galileo,  mention  of,  i.  284.  ii.  579,  ^80 
Galipoli,  fituation  of,  ii.  169 

trade  of,  ii.  170 
Galle  le,  cliffs  fo  called,  ii.  526 
Gallery,  Florentine  pi6lure,  i.  280 
Galley,  prodigious,  built  by  Hiero,  ii.  410 
Galleys,  improved  by  Dionyfius,  ii.  347 

prodigious,  of  Ptolomcus  Philopater,  ii, 

4/1 

Gallitzin,  Princefs  of,  anecdotes  of,  i.  3 

Galofaro,  a  whirlpool,  ii.  201 

Game  or  mock  combat  at  Pifa,  i.  292 

plentiful  in  Bohemia,  ii,  610 
Games  of  the  Romans,  i.  311 
Garden  at  La  Veneria,  i.  209 
botanic,  at  Pifa,  i.  289 

at  Catania,  ii.  471 
at  Padua,  ii.  579 
of  the  Villa  Ludovifi  defcribed,  i.  326 
of  Caefar,  i.  373 
of  Adonis,  i.  416 
of  Lucullus,  i.  479 
in  the  Latomiae  at  Syracufe,  ii.  453 
of  the  Capuchins  near  Sorento,  ii.  ^i6 
of  Alcinous,  ii.  529 
of  Ermenonvilk,  remark  on,  ii.  550 
Englifb,  at  Caft^r'a,  ii.  537 
of  the  Villa  Doria,  criticifed,  ii.  55^5 
Gardenhoufe,  ancient,  at  Pompeii,  ii.  ^53 
I  Gardens,  round  Genoa,  i.  221 
!  and  groves  among  ruins,  ii.  305,  306 

kitchen,  near  Naples,  ii.  72 

of  Averla,  ii.  75 
of  Reggio,  ii.  206 
near  Palermo,  ii.  246 
public,  at  Palermo,  ii.  25^ 
bad  tafte  of,  ii.5  5j 
Garganus,  an  ancient  mountain,  ii.  123 
Garigliano,  a  river,  i.  46J 
Garifendi,  tower  of,  remark  on,  i.  273 
Garofano,  the  bye-name  of  Benvenuto,  i.  44^ 
Gartani,  tower  built  by  the  family  of,  i.  352 
Gates,  brazen,  remarkable  at  Florence,  i.  286 
Gaudentio,  pitlure  by,  i.  24S 
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Gaixdentiu?,  an  arrhlted,  anecdote  of,  i.  ^p 
Gaiirr..-,  or  Mont;  Earbaro,  hill  of,  i.  489 

wine  ot,  'ib. 
CfU.tiie.  Literaire,  quoted,  ii.  260 
G.-e(e  of  the  Capitol,  i.  338 
(rda  the  anciifnt,  ii.  514 

hiftorical  traces  of,  ii.  ^16 
Gt-Jas,  a  river  of  the  ancients,  ii.  299.  314 
Gelliap,  remarkable  anecdotes  of,  ii.  29,5.  298 
Gv'lo,   hiltcnical   anecdotes    concerning,    ii.    240. 
306.  3^5- 32.3,  JM-  32/' 328,329,  330. 
369.  396.  450 
the  Ion  of  Hiero,  particulars  concerning,  ii. 

409.  412 
Gemark,  town  of,  i.  ir 

Gems,  colletlion  of,  at  the  palace  of  the  Capo  di 
Monte,  ii.  3 

ancient,  in  themufenmat  Portici,ii.  64 

and  coins  of  Prince  Bilcari,  ii.  469 
Geneva,  fituation  of,  i.  164,  165 

abltracft  of  its  hiftory,  i.  165  to  iSo 
government  and  conlVitution  of,  i.  176  to 
180 
Genlis,  IMadam,  cenfured,  ii.  601 
Gennaro,  piiHures  by,  ii.  ^"j^ 
Genoa,  beautifid  fituation  of,  i.  215 

brief  hillory  of,  i.  216 

firft  ftruggles  for  freedom  of,  ib. 

humbled  by  France,  i.  217 

conftitution  and  government  of,  i.  218 

territories  of,  i.  220 

population  of,  i.  220.  222 

lands,  fruits,  and  agriculture  of,  i.  220 

fiIk-manufa6tory of,  i.  220 

buildings  of,  ib. 

palaces,  numerous,  of,  i.  221 

a  free  port,  i.  222 

climate  of,  i.  223.  237 
Genthod,  the  refidence  of  Bonnet,  i.  186 
Genzano,  a  town,  i.  399.  401 
Geography,  ancient, remarks  on,  i.  ^00,  ^01 .  ii.  3 1 . 
115.  [74.  211,  212 
of  the  Odyffey,  i.  503 
George,  St.  Bank  of,  i.  219 
German,  anecdotes  of  a,  at  Oria,  ii.  161 
Germany,  ancient,  cold  of,  ii.  117 
Gerardo  della  Notte,  pictures  by,  i.  38^5.  ii.  ^6^ 
Gerfau,  remarkable  free  ftate  of,  i.  93.  ()g 

mountains  of,  i.  105 
Gerftenberg,  a  German  poet,  i.  289 
Gefuer  the  poet,  monument  of,  defcribcd,  i.  69 

tranflation  from,  ib. 
Gefsler,  governor,  anecdotes  of,  i.  89.  91 
Gex,  country  of,  i.  176 
Ghiberti,  works  of,  i.  286 
Giant,  account  of  a,  i.  225 


Giants,  flveletons  of,  in  Sicily,  1.  t^o^ 

Giarre,  a  town,  11.487 

Gioeai,  Don,  a  nian  of  literature,  ii.  470 

quotation  from,  ii.  477 
Gioja,  a  town,  ii.  133 

Giordano,  Luca,  pictures  by,  i.  229.  223.  286 
Giotto,  paintings  by,  ii.  578 
i  Giovenazzo,  a  town,  ii.  129 

architefture  of,  ii.  130 
Girgenti,  the  ancient  Agrigeritum,  ii.  1S6.  300 
beautiful  and  numerous  ruins  of,  ii.  joi 
fituation  of,  ii.  307,  308 
Gifslingen,  i.  38 
Giudicello,  a  river,  ii.  465 
Glaciers  increafe  and  diminifli,  i.  no 

of  Berne,  i.  144 
Gladiators,  various  charafterlftic  anecdotes  of,  L 
3^3-  314.  315' 3  i6-  320.  386.   ii, 

female,  i.  316 

Glafs,  ancient,  ii.  52.  62 
jiaintings  on,  ii.  62 

Gli  Farigliari,  clitrs  fo  called,  ii.  470 

Glow-worms,  i.  275 

Flying,  ii.  1 14 

Glycon,  an  ancient  fculptor,  ii.  6 

Gmelin,  a  German  artitt,  ii.  ^556 

Gnats  of  Sicily,  ii.  ^o^ 

Goat- hunters,  dangerous  tracks  of  the,  i-  i^^ 
cavern  of  Mount  iEtna,  ii.  475 
herds,  ancient  and  modern,  ii.  118 

Goats  of  Savoy,  i.  189 

Gods,  angry,  of  the  Tarentines,  i.  406 

Gold,  found  near  Taranto,  ii.  148 

Gondole  of  Venice,  ii.  581.  592 

Gondoliers,  ii.  593.  601 

Gonfalonier  of  Bologna,  what,  i,  26^ 

Gonfalvo  of  Cordova,  hiftorical  anecdote  of,   i> 

4-73 
Gorgetti,  ftatue  by,  i.  351 
Gorgias  the  orator,  ii.  321 
Gorgona,  Ifland  of,  i.  291 
Gothard,  mountain  of,   i,  83.  86.95,  9^>97-  ^^'^ 

110 
Goths,  praife  of  the,  ii.  561 
Governatori  of  Genoa,  what,  i.  2j8 
Government  of  Venice,  refleftions  on,  ii.  596 
Governments,  refleftions  concerning,  i.  161 

oppreffions  of,  ii.  285.  5o7-  509 
defpotic,  various,  ii.  586 
Gracchus,  T.  S.  noble  behaviour  of,  ii.  38 
Graces,  the  terrible,  i.  410.  ii.  98 
Gradenigo,  patriotic  Doge  of  Venice,  ii,  585 
Gradifca,  a  place,  ii.  602 
Grafler,  Mr.  a  gardener,  ii.  537 
Grafting,  remarks  on,  ii.  188 

Granari 
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Granailes  at  Berne,  i.  i^g 

of  Sicily,  ii.  284.  2S6 
Granaries  of  Sicily,  fubterranean,  ii.  287 
Grande,  a  river,  ii.  237 
Grano  Germane,  what,  ii,  78 
Granibn,  battle  of,  i.  67.  119 

garrifon  of,  hanged,  i.  1 1^3 
Grapes,  culiom  concerning,  i.  i8j 
Grappling  irons  of  the  Romans,  ii.  400 
Grais,  decayed,  a  manure,  ii.  45 
Grafshopper,  ode  to  the,  ii.  282 
Gravina,  a  village,  ii.  474 
Greco  Levante,  a  wind,  ii.  129 
Greek  art,  grandeur  of,  ii.  112 
Greeks,  avcrfion  of,  to  Gladiators,  i.  3 17 
talle  and  genius  of  the,  ii.  491 
vanity  of  the,  ii.  iSo 

defcriptive  propenfity  of,  ii.  203.  236 
Grindelwald,  mountains  of,  i.  103.  109 
Grinfelberg,  i.  106 
Grotta  del  Cane,  La,  mephitic  qualities  of,  ii.  29 

degli  fpiriti,  or  grotto  of  gholts,  ii.  ^_^ 

dragonara,  La,  ii.  34 

di  matrimon,  in   the  illand  of  Capri,    ii. 

Ferrata,  an  Abbey,  Ii.  538 
Grotto,  the  Sybil's,  ii.  12 
of  {hells,  ii.  144 
Griitlin,  the,  i.  g^ 

anecdote  concerning,  i.  99 
Guard-houfe  at  Darmftadt,  i.  24 
Guards,  danger  of  granting,  to  tyrants,  ii.  341 
Guelphs  and  Ghibelins,  i.    213,  214.   217.   246. 
254.  257.  263.  278,  288.  293.  ii.  577 
Guercino,  pi<::lures   by,   i.  201.    226.    230.   232. 
255. '27!,  272.328.443.  ii.  2.543. 

575 
true  name  of,  i.  305.  ii.  574 

Guides  of  Switzerland  charafterized,  i,  109 

dexterity  of,  i.  149 

Guido,  piftures   by,  i.    7.    201,  202,   227.    233. 

266,    267.    269,   270,   271,    272.  306. 

328.  414.  444.  ii.  54:,  543.  5^4-  578 

charafterized,  i.  268 

where  buried,  i.  271 
Gunpowder,  not  inflammable  in  the    grotta  del 

Cane,  ii.  30 
Gylippus,  anecdote  of,  ii.  338 


H 


HABIT,  the  power  of,  i.  317 
Hablburg,  Counts  of,  i.  90.  loi 
Hackert,   a  painter,  particulars   concerning,  and 
piftures  by,  1.326.  388.  413.  ii,  537 


,  Hackert,  genius  of,  i.  487 

patronized   by   the  King  of  Naples    i 

488  ■ 

the  brothers  of,  i,  488 
HagenWh,  a  Statthalter,  put  to  death,  i.  118 
Halm,  the  reverend  Mr.  aftronomical  clock  of,  i. 

.30 
H'alfte,  a  place,  i.  104 
Hall,   remarkable,  at  Padua,  ii.  579 
Haller,  a  reformer,   i.  121 

the  author,  advice  of,  i.  i?? 

remark  made  by,  ii.  6 
Halycus,  the  river  of,  conjecSlures  concerning,  il, 

286.  370 
Haman,  anecdotes  concerning,  i.  3 
Hamilcar,  at  the  fiegc  of  Himera,  ii.  239 

the  opponent  of  Agathocles,  ii.  376  to 

the   father   of    Hannibal    the    Great, 
anecdotes  of,  ii.  406 
Hamilton,  Sir  William,   collection  of  vafes  of,  ii. 
3-78 
prelents  of,  to  the  King  of  Naples,  ii.  4 
Hannibal    the   Great,  paffing  the  Alps,  i.   191. 
197 
anecdotes  of,  i.    199.  205. 
Sr^g.   467,  46S.  489.  ii. 
37.    79,  80.   127.    138, 
_  203.  560 
victory  of,  near  the  Ticino, 
i.  239 
the  conqueror  of  Himera,  ii.  242 

of  Selinus,  ii.  279.  293 
anfwer  of,   concern- 
ing the  Selinuntii,ii, 
280 
fuppofed  facrllege  of,  ii.  294 
a  naval  commander  of  Carthage,  ii.  400 
a  Carthaginian  commander,  ii.  404 
a  Rhodian,  ii^. 
an  ambaffador,  ii.  414 
Hanno,  ftratagem  of,  ii.  368 

defeated  by  Lutatius,  ii,  407 
Hanfe- towns,  mention  of,  ii.  583 
Harderberg,  i.  104 
Harlequin,  reflections  on  the  character  of,  i,  233. 

»•  594 
Harmoftes,  what,  ii,  346 
Harrow  not  generally  ufed  in  Naples  and  Sicily^ 

ii.  226 
Harveft,  early,  ii.  169.  226.  237,  266 
Hade  bufhes,  remarkable,  fi,  116 
Hafli,  valley  of,  i.  103.  106 

inhabitants  and  government  of,  i,  106.  108 
Haven  of  Genoa,  i.  221 
of  Cumae,  i.  49a 

Haven 
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Haven  of  Baiac,  i:  496 

conjedture  concerning,  ii.  33 
of  Julius,  i.  49c 

miftake  concerning,  ii.  34 
of  Salerno,  ii.   114 
of  Brindifi,  ii.    162 
unlafe,  of  Gallipoli,  ii.    170 
of  Cotrone,  ii.    179 
of  Medina,  ii.   22,3 
of  Girgenti,  ii.   287 
excellent,  of  Palermo,  ii.   247 
famous,  of  Lilybieum,  ii.  274 
Trogilian,  ii.  428 
great,  of  Syracufe,  ii.  445 
Head  found  at  Rome,  anecdote  of  a,  i.  331 
Heat  and  cold,    degrees    of,    i.    209.    223.   237. 
.343.   289.  454.  ii.  495 
effeciis  of,  in  Sicily  and  Italy,  ii.   277.  284. 

311.  441 
preventative  againfl,   ii.  44 T 
feverity  of,  ii.   266.   286 
Hecate,  remarkable,  in  the  Mufeum  Pium  Cle- 

mentinum,  i.  435 
Heckle  and  hatchel,  etymological  doubt  concern 

ing,  ii.   153 
Hedging  in   Sicily,  mode  of,  ii.  257 
Heidelberg,  i.  25,  26 
Heliafter'wiiy  what,  i.  421 
Helicon,  fituation  of  the  ancient,  ii.   229 
Hell  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  diflerent  fituations  of, 

i.  498.  ii.  30,  31 
Heloris,  faying  of,  ii.  34^ 

a  friend  of  freedom,  11.  3  i^Io 
Helorus,  an  ancient  town  in  Sicily,  ii.  427 
Hemfterhuys,  an  author,  i.  3 
Henry  the  Fourth   of  France,  pifture  of,  found 

in  the  Reufs,  i.  86 
Hcraclea,  a  town  taken  by  Agathocles,   ii.  386 

and  daughters,  death  of,  ii.  419 
Heraclides,  the  enemy  of  Dion,  anecdotes  of,  ii. 
358.  360,  361,  362^ 
the  fon  of  Agathocles,  ii.  389 
Herculaneum,  difcovery  of,  in  17 13,  ii.  19 
theatre  of  the  ancient,  tb. 
towns  built  over,  ii.  42 
model  of  the  theatre  of,  ii.  67 
Hercules  Mufagetes,  temple  of,  i.  329 

cattle  driven    from   Spain    by,  i.  337. 

496.  ii.  43.  268.  446 
hiftorical  traces  of,  i.  381.  ii.  3 19 
the  founder  of  Pompeii  and  Hercula- 
neum, ii.  43 
beautiful  image   of,  at  Agrlgentum,  ii. 

303 
Herdfmen  of  the  Alps,  i.   108 

Neapolitan,  how  taxed,  ii,  75 
Herennius,   anecdote  of,  ii,   122 


Herefy,  catholic  dread  of,  ii.    149 
Herma,  what,  i.  436 

Hermit  of  Somma,  on   Mount  Vefuvius,  ii.    16, 
19.   26 
of  San  Marino,  ii.    <j6g 
Hermitage  on  Mount  Epomeus,  ii.  90 
Hermocrates,  hillorical    traces   of,   ii.   281.  334. 

33, ^>  3:}^-  3.39.  340 

the  afs-driver,  ii.   340 
Heroes,  three  memorable,  of  Switzerland,  1.  67 
Herodotus,  a  paliage  of,  douTated,  ii,  329 
Herlchel,  mention  of,  ii.   253 
Hefiod,  quotations  from,  ii.  309.  498 

maxim  of,  ii.   i 
Hefs,  Mr.  i.  54.  58 

Hiero  the  Firft,  hiftorical  traces  of,  i.  493.  ii.  315. 
328.  331.  462 
the  Second,  hiftorical  traces  of,  ii.  325 
propitious  youth  of,  ii.  396 
treacherous  aft  of,  ii.  397 
proclaimed  King,  ib. 
political  prudence  of,  ii.  398 
laudable  ambition  of,  ii.  399 
wife  government  of,  ii.  408 
tythes  levied  by,  ii.  409 
death  of,  ii.  412 
Hieronymus,  hiftorical  traces  of,  ii.  413,  414 

alfallination  of,  ii.  415 
High  Bailiffs  of  Switzerland  cenfured,  i.  96 
Himera,   town  and  river,   conje6lures  concerning, 
ii.  238 
fiege  of,  ii.  239 

fecond,  ii.  243 
battle  of,  ii.  241 

confequences  of  the,  ii,  327 
Hhneras,  the  ancient,  a  river,  ii.  313 
Himilco,  a  commander  at  the  liege  of  Agrlgen- 
tum, ii,  293.  295,  296 
a  Carthaginian  defender  of  Syracufe,  ii. 

a  Carthaginian  general,  ii.349 
Hipparinus,  the  fon  of  Dion,  ii.  3  57 
Hippoacra,  a  town  taken  by  Agathocles,  ii.  386 
Hippoclides  dancing,  anecdote  of,  ii.   102 
Hippocrates  and  Ejticydes,  hiftorical  anecdotes  of, 
ii.  414.  417.  420,  421.  424,  425. 
427 
Hippolytus,  ftory  of,  in  bafib  relievo,  at  Girgenti, 
ii.  300 
refufcitation  of,  i.  ^00 
Hirt,  Mr.  the  antiquarian,  various  particulars  con- 
cerning, i.  S06.  308.  336.  348.  3SS-  .357- 
361,    362.   385.    407.    409.   42,3.    436. 

Hiftory,  Arabic,  of  Sicily,  ii.  350 

and  fable,  connection  between,  i.  470.  ii. 
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Hiftory   of   Syracufe  and   Sicily,  an   abflraft   of 

the,  ii.  J  26  to  436 
Hochft'adt,  a  place,  i.  loj 
Hochwang,  a  mountain,  i.  85 
Hoeing  in  Sicily,  ii.  226 
Hggs  of  Sicily,  ii.   505 
Hohenafperg,  caltle  of,  i.  J4 
Hohenheim  palace,  near  Stutgard,  i.  38 
Hohenllaufen,  a  mountain,  ib. 
Hohentwiel,  fortrefs  of,  i.  46.  49 
Hohnkreg,  Hohenftoftel,  and  Hohentwiel,  moun- 
tains of,  i.  49 
Holbein,  piftures  by,  i.   283.  ii.  544 
Holy  Handkerchief,  chapel  of,  i.  202 

when  exhibited,  ib. 
Homan  the  geographer,  mention  of,  i.  503 
Homer,  quotations  from,  i.  369.  377.  381.  403, 
460,461.463.483.500,501.    il.  55. 
92,  93.  100.  104.  19S.  264.  266,  270, 

271- 354- 457- 529 
apotheofis  of,  on  a  lamous  baffo  relievo, 

i.  430 
genius  of,  i.  454.  481,  484.  501.   ^oj, 

504.  ii.   r97.  199.  211 
apoftrophe  to,  i.  502 
famous  buft  of,  ii.  8 
Homicide  of  twenty- feven  fenators  of  Capua,  i. 

468 
Honey  of  Alabis,  ii.  333 

Hybla,  ii.  324 
Horace,  quotations  from,  i.  298,  299.  ^16.  347 
3^S-  374-  379-  401.  402.  414.  420 
437-  452-  ASS'  465-  494.  495-  " 
70.  102.  120.  122.  126.  133.  137. 
150.   154.   168,  451.  481.  506. 

547»  548,  549 
journey  of,  to  Brundufium,  ii.  24 
interpreted,  ii.  260,  261,  262 
Horatii  and  Curatii,  monument  of,  i.  394 

combat  of,  i.  399 
Hormos,  or  the  neck-band,  a  dance,  ii.  102 
Horfe  of  bronze,  miracles  worked  by  a,  ii.  5 

a  reftive,  ii.   165 
Horfes  not  fliod  among  the  ancients,  i.  402 
of  Naples  famous,  i.  478.   4S6 
of  bronze  at  Venice,  ii.  591 
ftatues  of,  ancient,  remarks  concerning,  ii, 

60 
training  of,  at  Tarentum,  ii.   137 
dancing  of  the  Sybarites,  ii.   176 
of  Calabria,  ii.   186 
of  Sicily  defcribed,  ii,  504 
Hofpital,  great,  ot  Genoa,  i.   232 
Hofpitals  of  Berne  chara6terized,  i.   137 
Hofpitality  of  the  mountaineers  of  the  Alps,  i.  ro8 
of  the  Italians  and  Sicilians,  ii.  309, 

JI7-  511-  S'S 


Houfes,  how  built  in  Berne,  1.   105 

of  Italy  and  Sicily,  excellence  of  the,  r. 
279 

coolnefs   of  the,  ii, 
311-  245 
of  ancient  Pompeii  defcribed,  ii.  45 

rai  k  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of,  ii.  ^^ 
high,  moft  dangerous  during  earthquakes 
ii.   222  * 

black,  of  Mount  /Etna,  ii.  473 
Howard,  Mr.  admiration  of,  i.  235 
Hugonots,  derivation  of  ihe  word,  i.  lai 

at  Geneva,  i,  168 
Hundhorft,  pidlures  by,  i.  585.  ii.  ^6^ 
Hunter,  Perfian,  fiinile  of,  i.  319 
Hufs,  John,  anecdotes  of,  and  ftone  effi^es,  i.  46 
Huts  on  thefhores  of  the  Adriatic,  ii.   131 
Hyccara,  the  birth-place  of  Lais,  ii.  257 
Hj/drus,  the  famed  river,  only  a  brook,  ii.  168 
Hymettus,  honey  of,  li.    155 
Hypfii,  an  ancient  river,  ii.   283 
Hyp/as,  an  ancient  river,  ii.  307 

I. 
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JACOBI,  writings   of,  and  mode   of  living,  i. 

J3-  30 
Jacobin  miffionary  at  Naples,  1.  476 
Jacquin,  father  and  Ion,  botaniits,  ii.  606 
Janua,  barbarous  name  of  Genoa,  i.  216 
Januarius,  St.  church  and  miraculous  blood  of 

.     ".  5 
Janus,  conjecture  concerning,  i.  330 
Jaretta,  the  ancient  Kyamojorus,  a  river,  ii.  307 
Ice,  fall  of,  i.    1  io 
at  Rome,  i.  307 
a  common  necelTary  in  Naples  and  Sicily^  i. 

474.  ii.   147 
medical  ufe  of,  ii.  44a 
and  fnow,  particulars  concerning,  ii.  443 
Icetes,  ambition  of,  ii.  365.  2>^i  370 

the  Strategus,  ii.  393 
Jealoufy  of  the  Romans,  i.  342 
Jerome,  St.  pidture  of,  maftcr-piece  of  Corrcggio, 

i.  259 
Jews,  how  treated  at  Frankfort,  J.  23 

enflaved   by  Vefpafian,  how  employed,   i, 

319 
anecdote  of,  i.  324 

degrading  law  concerning  the,  at  Ancona^ 
ii.  566 
Ignis  fatuus,  i.  452 
II  dromo,  a  place,  ii.  494 
Iller,  the  river  of,   i.  39 
Imagination,  t'ffcd^s  of,  on  difeafe,  ii.   154 
Imola,  a  town,  ii.  571 

Improv-ifatore, 
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Improvlfatore  at  Cenoa,  I.  S24 
iinprovifatori,  reflections  on,  i.   224 

of  the  Portugueze  and  Spaniards, 
i.   325 
Indolence  of  the  people  of  Naples,  i.  478 
Inejja,  an  ancient  town,  ii.  463 
ancient  fite  of,  ii.  474   • 
Ingelheimer-Au,  illand  of,  i.   22 
Inhabitants  at  Geneva,  what,  i.  174 
Inn  on  Mount  Cenis,  i.  tyj 
good,  at  Noralefe,  i.   194 
the,  a  river,  ii.   238 
Inn-keeper,  llory  of  an,  i.    112 
Inns  of  Savoy  charafterized,  i.  1S9,  190 

Italy  charafterized,  i.   J96.   255,  256.11. 

184.  5S0.  60.-;,  604.   610 
Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  2J4.  245 
Inquifition  in  Sicily,  ii.  255 
Jnfcription  of  P.  Scipio  Africanus,  ii.  38 
on  the  tomb  of  Virgil,  ii.  135 
ancient  Greek,  ii.   13S 

found  at  Syracufe,  ii.  441 
at  Syracufe,  ii.  455 
of  Diodorus,  ii.  468 
of  the  Delphic  Apollo,  ii.  470 
on  the  marble  pier  at  Venice,  ii.  599 
Ififcriptions  in  memory  of  Tell,  i.  92.  97,  98 
of  Viftor  Amadeiis,  i.  208 
remarkably  ignorant,  i.   205 
over  the  houfes  in  Pompeii,  ii.  50 
of  an  exedra,  ii.  ^i 
to  the  apoltles  Peter  and  Paul,  at  Sy- 
racufe, ii.  440 
Inftrumenl,  aftronomical,  difcover^^  of  an,  ii.  2J3 
Iitilruments,  furgical,  found  at  Pompeii,  ii.  53 

ancient,  in  the  mufeum  at  Portici, 

ii.  62 
ancient  agricultural,  ii.  62 
Ivfuhu,  country  of  the,  i.  246 
Infurancc  olhces,  none  in  Switzerland,  1.  1315 
Intercourfe  between  towns  cut  olf",  ii.  182.  193 
Interlaken,  a  place,  i.   105.    113 
Jrumdation.,  tragical  eti'ecls  of  one,  i.  6;>, 

a  fecond,  i.   iii 
of  the  Po,  i.   238 
near  Radicofani,  i.  295 
Jor.aftrus,  a  fon  of  yEolus,  ii.  205 
Jiichen  Berly,  a  Swifs  farmer,  fome  accMint  of,  i. 

72 
Johanna,  Queen  of  Naples,  anecdote  of,  i.  473 

iHppofed  palace  of,  ii.  69 

palace  of,  called  Poggio  Reale,  ii.   7)^ 

luft  and  cruelty  of,  ib. 

the  Second,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  217 
John  of  Procida  chara>;terized,  i.  472 
Jofeph  the  Second,  particulars  concerning,  ii.  603. 

607 


IrHh,  learning  of  the,  in  the  middle  ages,  ii.  148 
Ifchia,  fortrefs  on  the  illand  of,  ii.  84 
ancient  volcanic  terrors  of,  ii.  85 
fertility  of,  ii.   86 

inhabitants  of,  chara6lerized,  ii,  93,  ^31 
a  fecond  tour  of,  by  the  Count,  ii.  1528 
fruits  of,  i''. 

population, baths,  and  agriculture  of,  li.530 
Ifere,  a  river,  i.    189 
Ills,  temple  of,  at  Pompeii,  ii.  46 
Ifland,  floating,  of  Homer,  i.  503 
Illands  of  the  Mediterranean,  chara6leriftlc  fea- 
tures of,  i.  482 
floating,  ii.    197 
Italians,  talents  for,   and  love  of  acting,   i.   197, 
ati-   2,33.  ii.  593 
prefer    town    to    country,    i.    250.   396. 
animation  and  gelticulation  of,    i.    304. 

•343 
vain  of  their  antiquity,  i.  399.  ii.   132. 

.570 

indolence  of,  1.  474 

and  Sicilians  characterized,  ii.  98.  132, 
1.33-  165.  173.  180.  191.  193.  238. 
260.   284.  303.  513.  517.  532.  534, 

574-  .S^ii-.  59.3 
hol'pitality  ot  the,  ii.    16^.  180.  184.  207 
curiofity  of  the,  ii.  1 73 
Italy  falfely  cenfured,  i.   266 
charms  of,  i.  455 

ancient  wealth  and  beauty  of,  i.  48a 
and  Sicily,  fertility  of,  ii.496 
parts  of,  like  parts  of  Germany,  ii.  574 

the    Netherlands,    ii. 

■576 
Ith,  profeflbr  at  Berne,  i.   138.   145 
Jugglers,  i.    212 

Julio  Romano,  piftures  by,  i.  3S5.  ii.  542 
Jungfrau  mountain,  i.  104.  106.  112 
Junius,  the  Conful,  naval  misfortune  of,  ii.  405 
Juno  INIoneta,  temple  of,  i.  332.  339 
the  Lanuvinian  llatue  of,  i.  436 
Jupiter  Stator,  temple  of,  i.  324 

Tonans,  temple  of,   anecdote  concerning, 

Capitolinus,  temple  of,  anecdote  concern- 
ing, i.  332.  338 

and  Juno,  temples  of,  i.  329 

Feretrius,  temple  of,  i.  331 

temple  of,  built  by  Tarquin,  ib. 

Pluvius,  how  perfonitied,  i.  42S 
Jura,  promontory  of,  i.    153 
Jtitlyberg,  the  Ulo  of  Klopllock,  i.  72 
Juturna,  fountain  of,  i.  350 

fable  concerning,  ih. 
Jiizt,   high  baililF  ot    Schweitz,  anecdote    of,   i. 

59 
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KAPPEL,  battle  of,  1.  78 

Karlfruh,   i.  29.  34 

Kauftmann,  Angelica,  where  born,  i.  40 

anecdotes  concerning,  i.  302.  424 

pictures  by,  i.  310 

capital  pitlure  in  the  pofleffion  of,  ii. 

553.  554  . 
Kienthalberg  mountain,  i.  104 
Kiichberg,  fituation  of,  i.  61 
Kilt,  a  remarkable  cuitom,  i.  140 
King,  a,  ar.d  a  Pope,  tranquillity  of,  after  murder, 

"•215. 
Kings,  tyrannical,  how  kept  in  awe,  i.  477 
Kitchen  utenfils,  ii.  6^ 

fire-place,  ii.  6^ 
Kleuker  refides  at  Ofnaburg,  i.  2 
Klopftock  refides  near  Hamburg,  i.  2 

quoted,  i.  19.  24.  64.  369.  ii.  58.  133. 

534 
mention  of,  i.  29.  72 
Knees,  pilgrims  walking  on  their,  ii.  ^64 
Knowledge,  ftate  of,  atRome,  i.  341 
Kolin,  a  place,  ii.  611 
Kolreuter,  JMr.  remarkable  experiments  in  botany 

of",  i-  33 
Koftnitz,  or  Conllance,  i.  43 
Krifpalt,  i.  85 

Kiihreihen,  or  Song  of  the  Sv/ifs,  i.  loo,  120 
Kiifnacht,  town  of,  i.  63 

another  place  fo  called,  i.  77.  89,  90, 
91,92 


LA  BAGARIA,  a  place,  ii.  250 

Labdalon,  conjedtures  concerning,  ii.  4j7 

La  Eocchetta,  i.  215 

I-.aborator)'^,  grand,  of  nature,  ii.  10 

La  Cava,  a  place,  ii.  iio.  ^^^^^ 

Laccius,  the  little  haven  of  Syracufe,  ii.  453 

Lacco  in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia,  ii.  85 

La  Chambre,  a  place,  i.  190 

La  Colombara,  a  fortrefs,  ii.  268 

Lacrima,  a  kind  of  wine,  ii.  19 

La6tantius  averfe  to  Gladiators,  i.  317 

La  dint  dc  lament,  a  mountain,   i.  155 

Ladies,  Genoefe,  charafterized,  i.  236 

Lady-bird  among  the  drofs  of  ^tna,  ii.  481 

Laeltrigons,  the  town  of,  Gonje6lures  concerning,  i. 

462 
poetical  ufe  of,  by  Homer,  i.  503.  ii. 

212 
La  Favorite,  palace  of,  i.  21 
La  Foglia,  a  river,  the  ancient  Pifauuis,  ii.    i^O"] 
Lago  del  Re,  ii.  84 
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Lago  del  Re,  fifiiery  at,  ii.  84 

di  Patria,  ii.  39 
Laguna,  the  (hallows  of  Venice,  ii.  592.  59'; 
Lahn,  a  river,  i.  20 
Lais,  anecdote  of,  ii.  257 
Lake  of  Conftance,  i.  41.  44 
Zell,  i.45 
Ueberlingen,  ib. 
Zug,  i.  80 
Lucerne,  i.  86  to  99 
Sempiach,  i.  loi 
Thun,  i.  103,  104,  105 
the  four  Waldftadte,  i.  104 
Erienz,  i.  104,  105 
Bieler,  chara6\erized,  i.  142 
Arlach,  i.  143,  144 
de  Mouron,  remarkable,  i.  150 
of  Neufchatel,  i.  153 
Maggiore,  i.  243 
of  Bolfena,  i.  296 
Fondi,  i.  459 
Avernus,  i.  490.  499 
Fuzaro,  i.  493 
Nemi,  i.  394.  399,  400 
Albano,  i.  394.  396 

anecdote  concerning,  i.  395. 397 
Avernus,    and   the    Lucrine,    union   be- 
tween, ii.  10 
Agnano,  ii.  29 
Palici,  fulphurous,  ii.  319 
Beveria,  ii-  3  19 
Velinus,  ii.  560 
on  Mount  Cenis,  i.  193 
the  Lucrine,  i.  490.  499 
Lakes,  two,  in  Calabria,  ii.  203 
Lalande  De,  anecdote  of,  ii.  2  53 
Lamis,  an  ancient  colonial  leader,  ii.  ^i^ 
Lamp,  fepulchral,  hermetically  fealed,  ii.  76 
Lamps,  ancient,  terrific  farms  of,  ii.  52 

of  the  ancients,  ii.  61.  46S 
Lanafia,    daughter  of   Agathocles,    and  wife    of 

Pyrrhus,  ii.  393 
La  nave,  a  tree  fo  called,  ii.  486 
Lancelotto  Caftello,  a   Sicilian,  noble  author,  ii. 

^45 
Landolina,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  439.  4^9.  498 

literary  remarks  of,  ii.  443.  4157 

the  foil  of,  froft-feized,  ii.  478 
Landfcapes  of  the  ancients,  ii.  49 
Laneburg,  town  of,  i.  192 
Lanfranc,  pi6luresby,  ii.  5 
Lanifta,  what,  i.  315 
Lanuv'ium,  an  ancient  town,  i.  404 

miftake  concerning,  ib. 
Laocoon,  ftatue  of,  i.  433 
La  Riccia,  a  place,  i.  391 

antiquity  of,  i-  393 
4M  La 


634- 


INDEX. 


La  Rive^  a  paiiiler,  fome  account  of,  i.  i8a 

the  aC^or  Liefcribcd,  i.  186  . 
La  Superga,  Tiional'ieiy  of,  deicribed,  i.  197.  20;; 
Lateran,  the  church  of,  i.  423 
Latin  verfe  in  Rhyme,  ii.  230 
l^atomiie,  or  rtone  quarries,  of  ancient  Selinus,  li 

of  Syracufe,  ii.452 
La  To'jr,  a  place,  i.  146 
La  Trappe,  rigorous  order  of,  i.  12 
Lava,  catarafts  of,  from  Vefuvius,  .ii.  31 

broad  bed  of,  running  into  the  fea,  ii.  44 

various  kinds  of,  ii.  28.  8 j.  469 

diiierent  fertility  of,  ii--44 

broad  bed  of,  at  the  foot  of  Epomeo,  ii. 

vegetation  of,  ii.  469 
and  afhes,  vail  beds  of,  ii.  474.  478 
of   ^tna,    courfe   and  phenomena  of,  ii. 
482,483 

Lavater,  anecdotes  of,  i.  ^4.  58.  62.  72 

the  fon  of,  mention  of,  i.  64.  68 

Laubach,  a  town,  ii.  603 

La  Veneria,  palace  of,  i.  209 

Laufen,  caftle  of,  1.  51 

Laupen,  a  place,  i.  11^ 

Laurel,  literarj'^  difpute  concerning,  i.  48^ 

Laufanne,  town,   government   and  people  of,    i. 

foldiers  fent  to,  behaviour  of,  1.  100. 
162,   163 
Laus  Pompe'ia,  an  ancient  town,  i.  253 
Lauterbrunn,  village  of,  i.  103 
valley  of,  i.  ill 
Law,  fimplicity  of,  at  Berne,  i.  130 
fuits,  expenfive  at  Berne,  i.  136 
concerning  debt  at  Geneva,  i.  179 
fumptuar}^,  remarkable,  by  Auguftus,  i.  3 14 
fuits,    remarkable    in    Calabria,    after   the 

earthquake  of  1783,  ii.  190 
lingular,  in  Sicily,  ii.  516 
Laws,  inefficiency  of,  i.  126 

and  morals,  remark  concerning,  ii.  139 
of  Diodes,  ii.  338 
remarkable,  of  Zaleucus,  ii.  20S 
Lazaretto  of  Meffina,  ii.  223 
LazHrolo,  the  port  of,  ii.  522 
Lazaroni,  charafter  of  the,  i,  475 
lome  at  Rome,  ib. 
and  filhwives,  remark  on,  i.  477 
Leaf  of  theCaftus  Opuntia,  produ6llve  quality  of, 

ii.  226 
League  againft  Venice,  ii.  583 
Leafes,  iliort  in  Italy,  i.  207 
Leaves,  fodder  for  cattle,  i.  492 
Le  Brun,  anecdote  (jf,  and  picture  by,  i.  i^ 
Lecce,  population  and  buildings  of,  ii.  163 


Lecce,  municipal  government  of,  ii.  166 
taxation  of,  ii.  166 
agricultural  mduftry  of,  Ii.  167 
bad  taltc  of  the  inhabitants  of,  ii,  167 

Leffijiernhnn,  what,  ii.  61 

Leda,  fable  of,  ii.  228 

Lelffingen,  remarkable  fituation  of,  i.  105 

Lemons,  vaft,  ii.  106 

Le  Notre,  mention  of,  i.  209.  ii.  550 

Lentini,  a  town,  11,319,  320 

Lentifcus,  oil  made  from  the  berry  of  the,  ii.  275 

Lenz,  a  German  poet,  exclamation  of,  at  feeing 
the  fall  of  the  Rhine,  i.  52 

Lenzburg,  a  place,  i.  117 

Leo,  Achvadina  taken  by,  ii.  367 

Leonardo,  a  river,  ii.  319 

Leonine  verfes,  ii.  114.  230 

Ltcntium,  an  ancient  city,  ii.  320 

taken  by  Marcellus,  ii.  422 

Leprofy  and  cancer,  in  Sicily  and  Italy,  ii.  ^16 

Leptines,  anecdote  of,  ii.  351 
dethroned,  ii.  369 

the  officer  of  Agathocles,  anecdotes  of, 
ii.  387,  388 

Leranzo,  an  ifland,  ii.  271 

Lefbia  and  her  fparrovv,  picture  of,  i.  302 

Les  (^uatrei  homies  VUles,  four  towns  fo  called,  I, 

Leffingthe  poet,  remark  on,  i.  410 
of,  ii.  594 
Letter,  by  Raphael,  i.  447 

treachei-ous,  of  Dionylius  the  younger,  if, 

557 
Letters,  arrangement  of  by  the  Sicilians,  ii.  179 
Library  and  piftures  at  Geneva,  i.  185 

of  La  Superga,  i.  208 

at  Parma,  plundered  by  Don  Carlos,  i. 

prefent,  at  Parma,  i.  2^9 

at  Bologna,  i.  266 

at  Florence,  i.  285 

at  Sienna,  for  what  remarkable,  i.  29^ 

at  Girgenti,  ii.  309 
Lichtenftein,  pi6lures  in  the  gallery  of  the  Prince 

of,  ii.  608 
Lichtwehr,  a  German  poet,  quoted,  ii.  374 
Licorice,  wild,  a  branch  of  trade,  ii.  181.  227] 
Licofa,  promontory  of,  ii.  114.  ^12.  526 
Light-houfe  of  Meffina,  ii.  218 

houfes  of  Genoa,  i.  221 
Liguria,  ancient,  extent  of,  i.  216 
Li  Induftrlofi,  a  fociety,  ii.  571 
Lilyhaum,  hlftorical  traces  of,  ii,  274 
Limmat,  river  of,  i.  54 

Limionella  di  Spagna,  a  fweet  lemon,  ii.  224 
Lindau,  i.  41.  44 


1  Lion-heads  at  Venice,  ii.  590 


Lionf, 
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Lions,  marble,  of  the  Balbl  palace,  i,  224 
Lipari  iflands,  ii.  186,  1S7.  .592 

plundered  by  Agalhocles,  ii.  392 
number  of,  ii.  5  1  7 
appearance  of,  ii.  518 
account  of  the,  by  Diodorus,  ih. 

hy  Thucydidcs,  ii.  520 
Liris,  an  ancient  river,  i.  465 
Lijfus,  a  river  of  tlie  ancients,  Ii.  .5 19 
Liternum,  the  ancient  remains  of,  ii.  38.  40 
Liviner,  valley  of,  i.  96,  97 
Livy,  loft  books  of,  in  part  difcovered,  ii.  251 
charafterized,  ii.  2js 
buft  of,  ii.  1579 
Lizard  of  Sicily,  ii.  505 
Locarno,  a  dilhift,  i.  96 
Locattelli,  piftures  by,  i.  445 
Lochmann,  farcaflic  reply  of,  i.  61 
Locks  and  keys  of  the  ancient  and  modern  Ita- 
lians, clumfy,  ii.  62 
Locle,  village  and  diltri6l  of,  i.  147 

handfome  church  and  bells  of,  ib. 
famous  for  its  mechanics,  i.  148 
extreme  populoufnefs  of,  ih. 
Locri,  hiftorical  traces  of  the,  ii.  208 
Lodi,  a  town,  i.  2^52,  253 
Loggie  de  Rafaello,  i.  441 

Lombardy,  plains  of,  charafterized,  i.   197.  213. 
238.  245 
fertility  of,  i.  243 
liOretto,  population  of,  ii.  563 
Love,  different  effefts  of,  in  different  countries,  ii. 

260 
Lowofitz,  a  place,  ii.  611 
Lucerne,  climate  of,  i.   81 

handfome  people  of,  ih. 
charmingly  fituated,  i.  82 
too  long  faithful  to  Auftria,  i.  84 
conllitution  of,  i.  99 
happlnefs  of,  i.  100 
Luchefe,  Count,  mentioned,  ii.  309  . 
Lucretius,  quotation  from,  i.  32G 
Lucullus,  garden  of,  i.  479 
country  houfe  of, 
celebrated  hall  of, 
works  by,  ii._  ^3 
Lucumo  of  the  Tyrrheni,  what,  i.  277 
Lugano,  adiftrift,  i,  96 
Luino,  Bernardino,  piiftures  by,  i.  249 
Luke,  St.  fuppofed  pitturc  by,  i.  272 
Luiatius  the  conllil,  victory  of,  ii.  407 
Lutfchina,  v  hite   and  black  ftreams  fo  called, 
III.    113 
valley  of,  i.    iii 
Luxury  of  the  Romans,  i.  321 
Lycifcus,  intemperance  and  death  of,  ii.  383 
Lyfis,  the  inftrutlor  of  Epaminondas,  ii.  137 


484.  496 


M 


MACHIAVEL,  an  excellent  hiftorian,  i.  278 

monument  of,  i.  284 
Machines,  prodigious,  of  Archimedes,  ii.  426 
Mad-houfe  at  Vienna,  ii.  607 
j  Madonia,  a  mountain,  ii.  237,  238 

Madonna  ridiculoufly  disfigured,  i.  236 
I  della  Scala,  image  of,  ii.  134 

Maecenas  charafterized,  ii.  81 

villa  of,  ii.  548 
Magdalena,  a  river,  ii.   i^ 
Magna  Grecia,  ancient  charadleriftics  of,  ii.  184 
Magnitude  how  different  from  the  fublime,  i.  i 
Mago,  a  Carthaginian  commander,   ii.  349.  30 

the  dead  body  of,  crucified,  ii.  368 
Mail,  coats  ot',  for  the  Genoefe  women,  i.  228 
Malta,  Grand  Mafter  of,  anecdote  of  a,  ii.  251 
Mamercus  the  tyrant,  death  of,  ii.  370 
Mamertini,  treachery  of  the,  ii.  393.  ^g6,  397 
Mammelucks  at  Geneva,  i.  168 
Man,  prodigious  works  of,  ii.  54 

a  woman,  mule,  and  the  ground,  thrown 
over  a  river,  ii.    189 
Manduria,  hiltorical  traces  of,  ii.  IJ9 
Manfredonia,  bay  of,  ii.    12^ 
Manglard,  Adrian,  piftures  by,  i.  444 
Manlius,  M.  courage  and  ambition  of,  i.  338 

and  the  Gaul,  i.  386 
Manna  of  Sicily,  ii.  23  5 
Manners,  not  laws,  govern  nations,  i.  126 

purity  of,  at  Geneva,  i.  168 
Manufa6ture,  remarkable,  at  Taranto,  ii.  1^5  r 
Manure  preferved  at  Naples,  ii.  72 
Manufcripts,  remarkable,  at  Turin,  i.  212 
at  Milan,  i.  249 
ancient,  found  at  Pompeii,  ii.  64 
preparing  for  the  prefs,  ii.  65 
Arabic,  valuable,    difcovery    of,    ii. 
250,  251 
Map,  ancient,  by  Vofs,  I.  470,  501 
Mappa,  the  fignal  of,  i.  ?j6 
Maratti,  Carlo,  I.  447 
Marble,  black  African,  where  dug,  i.  311 
of  Pentelicus,  i.  37^ 
variegated  African,  i-  375 
of  Lumacello,  i.  406 
of  giallo  antico,  i.  418 
of  verde  antico,  ii.  127 
of  Mount  Taurus,  ii.  492 
Marca  d'Ancona,  the  province  of,  ii.  ^563 

di  Trevifo,  a  province,  ii.  602 
Marcellus,  theatre  of,  i.  329 

ferved  as  a  fortrefs,  ih. 
hiftorical  traces  of,  i.  2)9"] 
policy  of,  ii.  79 
characJterized,  ii.  80 
4  M  a  Marcellus, 
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Marcellus,  Leontium  taken  by,  ii.  422 

retieftiuns  of,  at  the  Itorming  of  Syra- 
cuse, ii.  4:19 
patriotic  moderation  of,  ii.  433 

:Mare  Piccolo,  particulars  concerning,  ii.  IJ9,  140, 
141,  142.   144.   147 

Marecchla,  a  river,  the  ancient  Amnbius,  ii.  56S 

Tvlarforio,  coloffal  Itatue  of,  i.  368 

Marineof  Venice,  ii.  597 

Haritimo,  an  itland,  ii.  271 

Marius  and  the  foldier,  anecdote  of,  i,  465 

ISIark,  Saint,  place  of,  at  Venice,  ii.  591 

Tvlarliet  of  Pifa,  i.  293 

Markfmen,  excellent,  of  Bohemia,  ii.  610 

Marriage  of  the  Doge  and  the  Adriatic,  ii.  _588. 

Marriages  ol  Dionyfms,  u.  341 
P^Iarfalla,  antiquity  and  population  of,  ii.  274 
Marlli  of  Pomptlnae,  i.  403.  452.  ii.   11.  538 
draining  of  the,  i.  452,453 

Minturnae,  i.  465 

Liturnum,  ii.  39 

Goniija,  the  ancient  Jalici,  anecdote  con- 
cerning, ii.   2S3 
Marllies  frequented  by  buffaloes^  ii.  131 
Marfigli,  anecdote  of,  i.  266 

where  buried,  i.  271 
jMafafra,  a  town,  ii.  134 
Mafaniello,  where  put  to  death,  ii.  15 
INIafcaluccia,  a  village,  ii.  474 
Majftcus,  a  hill,  i.  466 
Mafs  celebrated  by  the  Pope,  i.  300 
JSIaffa,  promontory  or  belfry  of,  ii.  103 

town  of,  ib. 
Matthias  von  Biirleri,  anecdote  of,  i.  67 
Mazzannunciata,  a  village,  ii.  474 
Mazzara,  a  town,  ii.  275 

Val  di,  ii.  277 
i\Ieafures  and  weights  of  Sicily,  ii.  500.  506.  508. 

Mechanics  work  in  the  ftreets,  ii.  514 
Medici,  family  of,  i.  278 
Meditations  among  the  Alps,  i.  J95 
IMediterranean  at  Genoa,  i.  221 
Megacles,  the  aflbciate  of  Dion,  ii.  357 
Megara  and  Syracufe,  war  between,  ii,  329 
MeHlerie,  village  and  rocks  of,  i.  155,  156 
JSIeinau,  ifland  of,  i.  48 

Melchtahl,  Arnold  von,charafterized,  i.  87.  99 
Meleager,  flory  of,  in  baiib  relievo,  i.  408 
Mslibokus,  moun*ain  of,  i.  25 
Melon,  hillor ( 4ii  anccdoti;  of,  i.  471 
Melon.-,  v/atcr,  near  Naples,  ii.  39 
numerous  in  Sicily,  ii.  4.^6 
Melpomene,  coloii'al  ftatue  of,  i.  436 
Menander,  mention  of,  i.  436 
itatue  oi,  ib. 


Mendris,  a  dlftrift,  i.  96 
Menelaus,  an  ancient  llatuarj',  1.  327 
Menenlus,  fable  of,  i.  387 
Mengs,  paintings  by,  i.  382.  413 
Menon,  the  murderer  of  Agathocles,  ii.  392,  39;^ 
Mentz,  city  of,  i.  21 

Mercenary  foldiers,  refleftions  on,  i.  162 
Mercur)',  ftatue  of  a  young,  i.  437 
beautiful,  ii.  7 
Mericus,  treachery  of,  at  the  fiege  of  Syracufe,  ii. 

Meridian  line,  tradition  concerning,  ii.  440 
Meliapusancl  MelVapia,  ii.  135,  136 
Meffenger  of  Dion}iius,  anecdote  of,  ii.  356 

Leontium,  lie  propagated  by,  ii,  421- 
Meffina,  hiftorical  traces  of,  ii.  218 

bay  of,  fickle-formed,  ii.  218.  223. 
fiege  of,  ii.  221 

by  Himilco,  ii.  349 
trade  of,  ii.  224 
population  of,  ib. 
air  of,  healthy,  ii.  225 
Meftre,  population  of,  ii.  602 
Meta  fudans,  what,  i.  323 
Metaphors,  national,  remark  on,  ii.  ^;^j 
Metaro,  a  river,  the  ancient  Metaurus,  ii.  567 
Metaftafio,  bull  of,  in  the  Pantheon,  i.  427 
Metauro,  a  river,  ii.  190 
Metella,  Caecilia,  fepulchre  of,  i.  351 
Metman,  town  of,  i.  12 
Meynthal,  a  diltridV,  i.  96 
Meyringen,  a  place,  i.  105.  107 
Michael    Count  of  Gruyeres,  anecdote  of,  i.  12:4 
St.  monaftery  of,  i.  196 

church  of,  at  Favia,  i.  243,  244 
Michele  in  Bofco,  S.  monaftery  of,  i.  271 
Micyllus,  an  ancient  colonial  leader,  ii,  338 
Milan,  hiftorical  Ikctch  of,  i.  246 
population  of,  i.  247 
antiquities  of,  by  whom  deftroyed,  i.  248 
library  of,  i.  248 

plaifter  cafts  in,  i.  249 
province  of,  chara6lerized,  i.  252 
Milazzo,  a  place,  ii.  228 

the  ancient  Mylce,  a  territory,  ii.  397, 
400 
Mile-ftone,  Roman,  ii.  125 
Mileto,  a  town,  ii.  188 
Milk,  fcarcity  of,  in  Italy,  1.  297 

of  the  Italian  goat,  plealant,  ii.  118 

buffalo  cow,  excellent,  ii.  121 
Miller,  a  German  poet,  i.  39 
Mills  for  the  han^J,  ancient,  li.  60 
Milo,  the  leader  of  the  Crotonians,  ii.  176 
Milton,  quoted,  i.  8 
Mineral  waters  of  Ems,  i.  20 

Schwalbach,  and  Wiibaden, 1.21 
iMines. 
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Mines,  gold  and  (ilrer,  of  Sicily,  ii.  494 
Minoe,  a  town,  ii.318 

Minos,  hillorical  conjectures  concerning,,  ii.  389 
Minturna,  ruins  of,  i.  465 

people  of,  treatment  of  Marius,  i.  466 
Mirmillones,  what,  i.  314 
Mifeno,  Monte,  or  il  Capo,  ii.  36 
Mifenum,  vifitto  the  promontory  of,  ii,  33,  34 

remains  of  the  town  of,  ii,  34 
Miftake,  mutual  maftacre  committed  by,  ii.  388 
Modane,  village  of,  i.  192 
Model  of  Switzerland,  remarkable,  i,  84 
Modena,  duchy  of,  i.  261 
city  of,  ih. 
population  of,  ih. 
Moladi  Gaeta,  a  place,  i.  460,  461 

antiquarian  conjectures  concerning,   i,  461. 

470 
a  town  of  Monte  Toro,  Ii,  490 
Molfetta,  a  town,  ii.  129 

population  of,  ii.  130 
Molo  of  Catania,  ii,  472 
Ancona,  ii.  ^6^ 
Monaflery,  Carthufian,  near  Pavia,  i.  244 
church  of,  i.  245 
Capuchin,    in  the  valley  of  Sorento, 

ii,  105 
of  San  Nicolao,  at  Mount  iEtna,  ii, 

463- 47.3 -482 
Benedicline,  at  Catania,  ii,  466 
on  JVIonte  Toro,  ii.  493 
Mondrone,  town  of,  ii.  132 
Monk,  anecdote  of  a,  i.  21 
ignorince  of  a,  i.  45 
a  clitf  fo  called,  i.  1 12 
on  Mount  Epomeus,  anecdote  of,  ii.  90 
whimfical  confcientioufnel's  of  a,  ii.  153 
Monkey  and  Quack,  i.  21a 
Monks,  Francifcan,  hofpitallty  of,  i.  456 

abftinencc  and  fevere  life  of,  ii.  511 
Mons  Sacer,  for  what  remarkable,  1.386 
Monltrous  forms,  eftefts  of,  on  children,  ii.  246 
Mont  Blanc,  i.  78.  104.  163,  164 
Monte  Allegro,  a  village,  ii.  286 
Celefe,  ii.  576 
di  mifericordia,  a  hofpital  in  the  iOand  of 

Ifchia,  ii.  8^ 
di  Santo  Nicolo,  or  Epomeo,  ii.  89 
di  Trapani,   ii.  271 
Dragone,  i.  466 
Fulcolo,  a  town,  ii.  116 
Gerbino,  a  promontory,  ii.  244 
Guafco,  ii.  ^66 
:  Nuovo,  thrown  up  by  an  earthquake^  i, 

490.  ii.  16 
Fellfgrino,  ii.  406 
Hollo,  account  of,  ii.  477 


Monte  San  Angelo,  ii.  123 

Tell;accio,  derivation  of,  i.  378 
Monteleone,  a  town,  ii.  187 
Montereale,  a  town,  ii.  254 
Monti  Grolli,  account  of,  ii.  473,  474 
Montmelian,  a  place,  i.  189 
Monuments  of  Galileo,  Machiavel   and    Michael 

Angelo,  i.  284 
Moon-light,  a  remarkable  painting  of,  by  Hac- 

kert,  i.  487 
Mora,  game  of,  defcribed,  i,  198 
eff'etts  of,  i,  341 
Moral  fociety,  the,  remarkable  account  of,  i.  7  j 
Morality,  political,  i,  474 

excellent,  of  Cicero,  ii.  397 
Morals,  more  etfeftual  than  arms,  ii.  337 

fuperior  to  laws,  ii.  139 
More,  Jacob,  piftures  by,  and  chara61er  of,  i,  387 
Morgarten,  battle  of,  i,  67 
Morgenthal,  excellent  inn  at,  i,  103 
Morgenhum,  an  ancient  place,  ii.  396 
Morges,  a  town,  i,  154.  i6j 
Morghen,  an  engraver,  i.4i_j 
Morofuii,  ilatues  brought  from  Athens  by,  ii,  <^()'j 
Morozzo,  Count,  who,  i,  210 
Morfburg,  i.  43,  44 
Mortar,  ancient,  remark  on,  ii.  456 
Mofaic  work,  art  of  repairing,  i.  311 

beautiful,  difcover«d  in  Sardinia,  i, 

an 
at  Sienna,  i.  294 
at  Rome,  i.  310 
of  the   mufeum  of  the   Capitol,  i, 

at  Pompeii,  ii.  48 

in  the  mufeum  of  Portici,  ii.  64 

flooring  in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia,  ii.  98 

Mofchus  the  poet,  mention  of,  ii,  326 

Mofer  rcfides  at  Ofnaburg,  i,  a 

Mofes,  ftatue  of,  i.  307 

Mofs,  white  and  odorous,  near  Naples^  ii.  70 
variety  of,  ii,  71 
odoriferous,  ii.  164 

Motya,  the  ancient,  ii.  273 
fiege  of,  ii.  349 

Moudon,  a  town,  i.  154 

Mounier,  anecdote  of,  i.  184 

Mouat  Cenis,  i.  192. 

pallage  over,  i.  192,  193 

heights  of,  impolfible  to  afcend,  i, 

dangerous  defcent  of,  i,  19J,,  194 
Mountains  of  Tyrol,  i.  44.  86 
of  Valaife,  i,  155 
of  Bafilicata,  ii,  147 
Albanian,  ii.  167 

and  rocks,  Acroceraunian,  ii.  167.  i6Cf. 
Mountains 
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Mountains  behind  MelTina,    called    Pchrium,  ii. 
224 
of  Hi-rr,  chains  of,  ii.  231 
of    ALx.m,  thirty-fix  in    number,    ii. 

479 
JNIiihlheim   on  the  Ruhr,  i.  4 
Mulberry  tree  and  fruit,  i.  195.    T97.  205.  215. 
262.  287.  293.  492.  ii.  73.  91.  186. 
207.  225.  307.  488 
Mules  of  the  vetturini  charatlerized,  i,  193 
manner  of  fhoeing,  i.  194 

Sicily,  good,  ii.  384.  504 
Tvlulina  valley,  ii.  ^^^6 
MuUer,  the  hiltorian,  charafterized,  i.  ^;^ 
Munll:er,  arrival  at,  i.  2 
Miinter,  Mr.  mention  of,  ii.  2S5 
Murder,  Itory  concerning,  i.  198 
Murrha,  vafcs  of,  ii.  468 
Miirten,  battle  of,  i.  67.  119 
Mufcadel,  a  wine,  ii.  497 
Mufcles,  petrified,  i.  86 

of  the  Lucrine  lake,  ii.  12 
Mufeum  at  Florence,  i.  282 

of  the  Capitol,  i.  ^^i^.  ^66  to  372 

Pium    Clementinum,  beautiful  antiques 
of,  i.432 

of  the  King  of  Naples,  ii.  7 

royal,  at  Portici,  ii.  159 

of  Prince  Bifcari,  ii.  467 

at  Vienna,  ii.  605 
Mufic,  poetry,  and  dancing,  union  of,  ii.  100 
Muficians,  ItroUing,  at  Terni,  ii.  558 
Muilins  of  Gallipoli,  ii.  170 
Mutius  Scaevola,  herolfrn  of,  i.37,3 
Myndirides,  effeminacy  of,  ii.  176 
Myron,  the  cow  of,  i.  434 


N. 


NAME,  the,  infcribed  under  an  allegorical  figure, 

renjurk  on,  i.  43  i 
Nancy,  battle  of,  i.  153 
Naples,  the  kingdom   of,  highly  gifted,    i.  474, 

.  475 
city  ot,  remarks  on,  474 
popixlation  of,  ih. 
Itreets,  crowds  and  coaches  of,  i. 

477 
archiiefture  of,  i.  478 
pavement  of,  ib. 
beautiful  fituation  of,  ib. 
nOify  Itvce.s  of,  i.  477.  481 
inhabitums  of,  peaceable,  i.  486 
bay  of,_i.  493 
inferiority  of  the  churches  of,  ii. 


Naples,  city  of,  anger  of  the   people   of,  agalnft 
their  Saints,  ii.  5 
the  large  environs  of,  ii.  15 
Nardus,  water  of  the,  ii.  126 
Narni,  the  ancient  Na7-7iia,  ii.  5 58 
Naro,  the  river,  ii.  307 
NalTau,  town  and  caftle  of,  i.  20 
Natives  at  Geneva,  what,  i.  174 
Natural  hifiory,  cabinet  of,  at  Bologna,  i.  26 j 
Nature,  grand  changes  in,  ii.  42 
Naville,  Mr.  mentioned,  i.  183 
Naumachia,  i.  392.  ii.  551 

of  Taormina,  ii.  491 
Naxos,  an  ancient  town,  ii.  4S9 
Neapolis  or  Naples,  antiquity  of,  i.  470 

hirtorical  traces  of,  i.  471  to  474 
Nearchus,  anecdote  of,  ii.  382 
Neckar,  the  river  of,  i.  38 

wine  of,  ib. 
Necker,  Mr.  account  of,  i.  164.  184 
Negatives,  the,  what,  i.  172 
Negroponte,  an  ifland,  i.  492 
Nemi,  a  town,  i.  399,  400,  401 

lake  of,  formerly  a  volcano,  Ii.  9 
Nemns,  a  grove,  i.  400 
Nepi,  the  ancient  Kepete,  ii.  5^7 
Nera  or  Negro,  the  ancient  Nar,  a  river,  ii.  558 
Nero,  paffion  of,  for  building,  i.322 

remarkable  infcription  concerning,  i.  376 
cowardice  and  panic  flight  of,  ih. 
knowledge  of  architefture  of,  ib. 
horror  of,  at  his  death,  i.  377 
golden  palace  of,  i.  417 
deteftable  cruelty  of,  i.  496 
palace  of,  near  Naples,  ii.  13 
latirized  in  an  ancient  pifture,  ii.  66 
an  actor  and  a  charioteer,  ii.  67 
Neufchatel,  principality  and   government  of,  de- 

fcribed,  i.  144,  14^ 
Neuhaus,  a  place,  i.  105.  113 
Neuwied,  i.  19 

Nicholas  of  Diefbach,  anecdote  of,  i.  118 
Nicias,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  257.  324.  334.  337 
Nick-names  of  painters,  i.  305 

not  difgraceful  among  the  ancients,  ib, 
Nicola  Sabbato,  chief  of  the  Lazaroni,  i.  475 
Nicolau.>,  wife  counfel  of,  ii.  337 
Nicolofi,  a  village,  ii.  474 
Nicotetes,  anecdote  of,  ii.  346 
Ni'Iau,  a  place,  i.  117 
Nielenberg,  mountain  of,  1.  104 
Night-ngales  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  91.  108.  118. 

230.   277.  494 
Nile,  ftatue  of  the,  i.  434 
Niobe,  Itatue  of,  at  Florence,  i.  280 

charafterized,  and  conjeflures  con- 
cerning, i.  281 

Nifida, 
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NifiJa,  lihnd  of,  charai^lerized,  il.  76 

Nobility  of  Genoa,  public  fpirit  of,  i.  21  5 
power  of  the,  at  Milan,  i.  25.3 
Koman,  charafterized,  i.  340.  342 
orders  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  ^^lo 
of  Venice,  reftraints  of  the,  ii.  ^g^ 

Nobles,  the,  traders  in  Sicily,  ii.  509 

Nocera  di  i  Pagani,  a  town,  ii.  109 
a  place,  ii.  ^^3^ 

Noft'els,  battle  of,  i.  67 

Nola,  conjeftures  concerning,  Ii.  2 

and  the  neighbouring  country  charafterlzed, 

hlftorical  traces  of,  ii.  78,  79 

Grecian  vafes  of,  ib. 
Noller,  Martin,  a  German  painter,  i.  250 
Nonenwerth,  cl-jlfter  of,  i.   17 
Noralefe,  town  of,  i.  194 
Normans,  introduftion  of,  into  Italy,  i.  472 

particulars  concerning,  ii.  214.  221 
North- wind  hot  at  Taranto,  ii.  143 
Notte,  Gerardo  della,  piAures  by,  ii.  565 
Novl,  a  town,  i.  214.   238 
Numa,  houfe  of,  i,  347 

and  Egeria,  i.  358 
Numltor,  mention  of,  i.  398 
Nuns,  Dominican,  at  Bologna,  i.  273 
Nyon,  a  town,  i.   154 


o. 


OAK  near  Ofnaburg,  i,  2 

foreft  of,  on  Mount  .^tna,  ii.  474 
Oaks,  the  five,  account  of,  i.  37 

wafhed  from  the  mountains,  i.  107 
Oaths  at  the  temple  of  the  Palici,  ii.  318 
Oats,v  few,  in  Sicily,  ii.  ^02 
Obeliflv,  whimfical,  i.  154 

of  the  Porta  del  Popolo,  i.  299 

Egyptian,  i.  366 

of  Conftantine,  i.  418 

facing  the  Lateran,  i.  422 

on  the  Monte  Citorio,  ib. 

facin,;  St.  Peter's,  i.  423 

on  the  Piazza  del  Popolo,  ib. 
Obelifks,  number  of,  at  Rome,  i.  423 
Oberwald  in  Switzerland,  i.  87 
Oblcenity  of  the  ancients,  ii.  ^o.  61 
Obfervatory  of  Lne  academy  at  Turin,  i.  210 

at  Pifa,  i.  291 
Ocean  of  Horner^  what,  i.  499.  ii.  56 
Oftacilius,  the  Conful,  lent  to  Sicily,  ii.  398 
Odeum,  conjeftures   concerning  the  meaning  of 
the  term,  ii.  4^ 

what,  ii.  464 
Ofanto,  a  river,  ii.  123 


Ogygia,  uncertain  fituation  of,  i.  503 
Oil  of  Venafrum,  ii.  i  ij^ 
Brindlfi,  ii.  16^ 
Pantellaria,  peculiar,  Ii.  275 
trade  of  Gallipoli,  ii.  170 
kept  in  rocks,  ib. 
Oligarchy,  ancient  fignification  of,  I.  177 
Oliverl,  river  of,  ii.  228 

the  Helicon  of  the  Greeks,  ii.  229 
Olives,   i.   287.  293.  296.  459.  ii.  j6.  132.    159 
165.   168.    171.    188.   236.  257.   292.. 

307-  .552 
cuftom  of  beating  the,  ii.  501 
Olympion,  a  village,  ii.  42  5 
Omphace,  an  ancient  place,  ii.  290.  300 
Onohalus,  an  ancient  river,  ii.  490 
Onyx,  beautiful  cup  of,  ii.  3 
0])hellas  Invited  by  Agathocles,  II.  3  84 
received  with  friendfhip,  ii.  385 
treacheroufly  murdered,  ib. 
Oppido,efFe(Sl:sof  the  earthquake  of  1783  at,ii.  189 
twelve  thoufand  inhabitants  of,  perifhed 
by  the  earthquake,  ii.  191 
Oracle,  anlwers  of,  i.  395.  ii.  136.  328 
Orange  and  lemon   trees   and  fruit,   remarks  on, 
through  Italy  and  Sicily,  i.    222.  307. 
45^»457-459-  "•  68.  73.   106.  144. 
206. 257.  27,t;.  524 
trees  among  ruins,  ii,  13 
Orell,  a  high  bailiff,  I.  64.  68 
Oria,  hlftorical  traces  of,  ii.  160 

bifliop  of,  a  dilettante,  ii.    161 
Orizonte,  the  bye-name  of  Van  Blamen,  i,  413 
Orlando,  promontory  of,  ii.  230 

the  knight,  anecdote  of,  ib. 
Orleans,  Duke  of,  mentioned,  ii.  <,6^ 
Orologio,  buft  of,  ii.  579 
Orphan  houfe  of  Berne,  i.  138 
Ortygia  fortified  by  Dionyfius,  Ii.  345 

doubts  concerning,  ii.457 
Ofnaburg,  arrival  at,  I.  a 
Ojhodes,  h'.  ••rible  anecdote  concerning,  ii.  258 
Oftracifm,  what,  I.  131.  ii.  332.  585 
Otranto,  hlftorical  traces  of,  ii.  168 

population  of,  ib. 
Otricoli,  the  ancient  Oericulum,  ii.  558 
Ovid,   quotations  from,   i.   358'.   400,   401.  408, 

400.  429.  ^'5; .  li.  106.  113.465 
Owls,  ftratagein  of,  ii.  381 
Ox    lies  of  Sicily,  ii.  505 
Oyliersof  Taranto  excellent,  ii.  141 


P. 


PADUA,  hlftorical  traces  of,  ii.  577 

univerfity  of,  ii.  579 
Padus,  Roman  name  of  the  Po,  i.  199 


Tajlum-^ 
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Pajlum,  grand  remains  of,  ii.  109 

rofy  gardens  of,  ii.  1 13 
Psetus  and  Arria,  itatues  of,  i.  327 
Faint,  ancient,  for  the  face,  ii.  6^ 
Painters,  young,  the  works  of,  depreciated,  i.  305, 

306 
Painting,  retleftions  on,  i.  267,  268 
Florentine  fchool  of,  i.  280 
Venetian  fchool  of,  ii.  600 
Paintings  brought  by  Pericles  to  Athens,  i.  303 
Sylla  to  Rome,  ib. 
in  the  villa  Albani,  i.  382,  383 
aiioient,  at  Pompeii,  ii.  48.  52 

in  the  mufcum  at  Portici,  ii.  61. 

^^ 

at  Agrigentum,  ii.  298 

Palace  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  i.  203 
Prince  Carignan,  ib. 

Potemkin,  i.  226 
at  Copenhagen,  i.  226 
of  the  Doge  at  Genoa,  i.  227 
of  Marcellino  Durazzo  at  Genoa,  i.  229 
of  Marcello  Durazzo,  i.  230 
golden,  of  Nero,  i.  322.  417 
derivation  of  the  word,  i.  417 
of  Capo  di  Monte  at  Naples,  ii.  i 
of  Donna  Anna  Caratia,  ii.  69 
of  Prince  Palagt»nia,  ii.  245 
grand,  built  by  Van  Vitelli,  ii.  537 
Palaces,  magnilicence  of  the,  at  Genoa,  i.  226 

of  the  Romans,  uncommon  grandeur  of, 

i.  310,  311.  406 
the  twelve  great,  of  Tiberius,  ii.97 
PjL-epoIis,  an  ancient  city,  i.  471 
Palagonia,  a  town,  ii.  319 
Palatine  hill,  antiquities  of,  i.  416,  417 
Palazzo   Pitli,  pictures  at,  i.  282 
garden  of,  i.  284 
Altoviii  at   Florence,  etligies  of  famous 

men  at,  i.    286 
Riccardi,   piftures  of,  at  Florence,  i.  285 
Kondanini,  antiquities  of,  i.  383 
Giufliniani,  antiquities  of,  i.  384,  385 
Colonna    at   F«.ome,    magniticence   ot,  i. 

310 
"Borghefe,  pifture  galleries  of,  i.  443 
Farntlina,  pidtures  in,  i.  446 
Chlgi,  ii.  541 

pictures  in  the,  ib. 
Doria,  pictures  in,  ii.  542 
<legli  Apulluli  at  Loretto,  ii.  5^4 
Palermo,  lituation  of,  ii.  247 
haven  ot,  ;-•. 
regular  plan  of,  ii.  248 
population  of,  ib. 
government  of,  ii.  249 
intcnfe  heat  of  the  bcirocco  at,  ii.  349 


Palermo,  academy  and  library  of,  ii.  ? 53 
Paleltrlna,  a  place,  i.  403 
Palici,  an  ancient  town,  ii.  318,  3  19 
Pdllnurus,  tale  and  cape  of,  ii.  ^522 
Pallazata,  celebrated,  at  Meffina,  ii.  206,  2:13 
Palm-tree  chara6lerized,  ii.  206.  274 

extreme  age  of  a,  ii.  207 
Palma,  Old,  piAures  by,  1.  443 
a  handfome  town,  ii.311 
population  of,  ii.  312 
Panaro,  river  of,  i.  262 
Pandedls,  famous  copy  of,  i.  285 
Pantaleone,  an  illand,  ii.  273 
Pantellaria,  an  ifland,  ii.  275 

inhabitants  of,  charafterized,  il.  27  j 
population  of,  ii.  276 
Pantheon  defcribed,  i.  424 

dedicated  to  Jupiter  the  Avenger,  ih, 
defpoiled  by  Conllans  the  Second,  i.  425 
hiftorical  and  archite£lural  remarks  on 

the,  by  Mr.  Hirt,  i.  426 
conjeftures  concerning,  ib, 
by  whom  converted  into  a  church,  ih. 
the  burial-place  of  Raphael  and  Annibal 

Caracci,  i.  427 
fuperiority  of  the,  to  St.  Peter's,  ih. 
Papyrus,  paper  made  from  the,  ii.  447 
Paracidas,  a  Spartan,  a   favourer  of  tyranny,  ii. 

349  .. 
Parade  at  Naples,  ii.  6^ 
Paris,  ll:atue  of,  i.  436 
Parliaments  of  Sicily,  ii.  509 

rights  of  the,  ii.  511 
Parma,  city  and  duchy  of,  charafterized,  i.  256 
river  of,  i.  257 
population  of,  i.  258 
Parrots,  atieftionate,  ii.  607 
Parfley,  garlands  of,  ii.  277.  370 

in  the  Val  di  Mazzara,  ii.  277.  385 
Tartanna,  a  town,  ii.  276 
Parties  and  faftions  at  Geneva,  i.  i63.  172,  173, 

174.   176 
Partridges,  white,  ii.  312 
Pafiphilus,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  391,  392 
Paftures  of  Sicily,  how  managed,  ib. 
Patria,  a  place,  ii.  39 
Lago  di,   ib. 
Pavement  for  foot  palfengers,  ancient,  ii,  20 
Pavia,   fomc  account  of,  i.  239 
population  of,  ib. 

univerfity  of,  founded  by  Charlemagne,  ih. 
divines  of,  chararterized,  ib. 
learning    and    fciences    of,    i. 

240 
learned  men  of,  ib. 
colleges  of,  i.  241 
drefs  of  collegians  at,  ib. 

Pavia, 


INDEX. 


641 


Tavia,  revenue  of  the  iiniverfity  of,  i.  241 
Paul,  St.  grand  church  of,  at  Rome,  i.  374 

bronze  gates  of,  i.  ^75 

buried  at  Rome,  i/;. 

anecdote  of,  ii.  205 

where  met,  ii.  440 
Paulinus,   St.  bifnop  of  Nola,   error  concernins;, 

ii.  81    . 
Paulus  iEmilius  charafterized,  ii.  So 

death  of,  ii.    128 
Paufanias  cenfured,  ii.  205 
Pays  de  Vaud,  difturbaiice  feared  at,  i.  160 

lubiefted  by  Berne,  i.  161.  170 
Peace,  temple  of,  i.  J24 
Peafa.uiy  )':' Milan  chara6lerized,  i.  252 
Peafanis  ot  San  Giuliano,  cuftom  of,  ii.  270 
Pebbles,  poliftied,  in  the  illand  of  Capri,  ii.  95 
Pellegrino,  a  mountain,  ii.  249 
Pclorus,  an  ancient  promontory,  ii.  202.   2ji 
Pempelfort,  i.  4.   ij 
Pens,  ancient,  ii.  62 
Pepoli  Taddeo,  where  buried,  I.   271 
Pericles,  eloquence  of,  ii.  321.  585 
Pcrfecution,  Ipirit  of,  ii.  80 
Perfpe6\ive,  ancient,  remarks  concerning,  ii.  49.  66 

aerial,  enchanting,  of  Italy,  ii.  92 
Perugino,  an  architeft,  i.  228 

pi6lures  by,  i.   245.   271.  445 
Pefaro,  the  ancient  Pifaurum,  ii.  ^567 

population  of,  ii.  56S 
Pefce  di  fpada,  or  fword-hfh,  defcribed,  ii.  201 
Peftalozzi,  an  author  of  Ziirich,  chara6terized,  i. 

*>  r 
Petalifm  at  Syracufe,  what,  i.  131.  ii.  333 
Pttter  of  Arragon,  mention  of,  ii.  217.  222.  267 
Peter's  ifland,  anecdote  of,  i.  142,  143 

St.  church  of.  towering  magnificence  of, 
'  i.   298 
fenfations,  when  contemplat- 
ing, i.  300  _ 
reflections  on  its  archite6\ure, 
i.  300,301 
Petrarch,  anecdotes  concerning,  i.  344.  480.  ii.  580 
Petrol  exuded,  i.  279 
Pezzo,  a  cape  of  Calabria,  ii.   203 
Pfenninger,  the  Rev.  jNIr.  fome  account  of,  i.  ^^ 
Pforzheim,  i.  34 
Pfylier,  General,  anecdotes  concerning,  i.  78.  84, 

85,  86 
Phaeton,  fall  of,  in  the  Po,  i.   239 
Phalanthus,  the  Spartan  colonift:,  anecdote  of,  ii. 

Phalaris  the  tyrant,  hlftorical  traces  of,  ii,  291, 

300.303.320.390 
Pharax  or  Pharacidas,  mention  of,  ii,  361 
Pharnabazus,  mention  of,  ii,  339 
Pntafants  In  the  illand  of  Procida,  ii.  83 
Vol,  I!, 


Pheron  or  Pharaoh,  conje6lures  concerning,  i.  422, 

42.3 
Phetontes,  who,  i.  199 
Phidias,  flatue  by,  i.  430 
Phlliftis,  anciently  a  queen  in  Sicily,  ii.  328 
Phlliftus,  the  friend  of  Dionyfms,  anecdote  of,  ii. 

.341-  351 
faying  of,  ii.  34;; 
recalled  from  banishment,  ii.  3153 
Philodemus,  a  commander  in  Syracufe,  Ii.  430 
Philomencs  the  Tarentine,  anecdote  of,  ii.  138 
Phllofnpher  and  lage  compared,  i.  52 
Fhiloxenes  the  poet,  anecdote  of,  ii.  351 
Phhitij,  an  ancient  town,  il.  313 
Phintias  the  tyrant,  ilu 
PhcRbus,  cololVal  Itatue  of,  i.  32  j 
Phcenicirais,  feitlement  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  213 
Phyficians  of  Salerno,  Itory  concerning,  ii.  14 
Phyfiognomy,  national,  of  the  Jew."!,  ii.  06 
Piano  di  Brolo,  a  beautiful  valley,  ii.  230 
poetical  charms  of,  ii.  231 
Sorento  defcribed,  ii.  ^23 

inhabitants   of,    charafterized,  ii. 

fruits  of,  ih. 
Piazza,  Father,  an  allronomer,  ii.  153 
Picture,  in  the  church   of  Carignan,  famous  by 
D.  Piola,  i.  229 
in  the  Ranuzzi  palace,  i.  271 
of  the  Day  of  Judgment,   by  Michael 

Angelo,  i.  439 
in  a  chapel  at  Ifchia,  ii,  88 
Pictures  at  Diilleldorf,  i.  5 
at  Turin,  i.  201 

of  the  Brignole  palace  at  Genoa,  i.  226 
church  of  St.  Ambrofe  at  Genoa, 

i.  227 
palace  of  Durazzo  at  Genoa,  i.  229 
Marcello  Durazzo  palace,  i.  230 
palace  of  Francefco  Balbi,  i.  231 
in  St.  Stephen's  church  at  Genoa,  i.  232. 
the  Giacomo  Balbi  palace,  at  Genoa, 

i-  23J 
church  of  Santa  Maria  delle  Grazie, 

in  Milan,  i.  248 
the  library  at  Milan,  i.  249 
at  Santa  Maria  del  Celfo,  i.  2  jo 
at  Parma,  i.  2j8 

plunder  of,  by  Don  Carlos,  i.  258,  259 
at  Pologna,  5..  266 

in  the  Sampieri  palace  at  Bologna,  i.  269 
church  of  Saint  Dominic,  at  Bo- 
logna, i.  270 
Gli  Mendicant!,  at  Bot 

logna,  i.  272 
Gefd  e  Maria,  at  Bo- 
logna, i,  272 
4  N  Piaurec, 
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Pldures  in   the  church  of   St.  Michele  in  bofco, 
i.   272. 
of  the  palazzo  Glufuniani,  I.  384 
vHIa  Bttrghele,  i.  412 
palazzo  Coloana,  i.  4.30 
xViureiun  Pium  Clementinum,  i. 

chapel  of  Pope  Sixtus  IV.  1.  439.. 

at  the  royal  palace  of  Capo  di  Monte, 

ii.  I 
in  the  church  San  Domenico  IMaggiore, 
at  Naples,  ii.  4 

of  St.  Januarius,  at  Na- 
ples, ii.  5 
hifiiorical,  of  the  ancients,  beautiful,  ii. 

66,  67 
at  Loretto,  ii.  564 

in  the  Imperial  gallery  near  Vienna,  ii. 
608 
Lichtenttein  gallery,  i^. 
Piedmontefe,  propenfities  of  the,  i,  198 
Pier  or  molo  at  Ancona,  ii.  ^66 

magnificent,  at  Venice,  ii.  599 
Pigeons,  bird.^  of  pallage,  ii.  370 

fingular  mode  of  catching,  ii.  J35 
Pic^s,  Guinea  or  fea,  conjeftures  concerning,   ii. 

61 
Pikeftaves  for  climbing  mountains,  i.  103.  107 
Pilato,  palazzo  di,  anecdote  of,  i.  345 
Pilatus  mountain,  i.  78.   Bo.  85,  86,  87,  88,  89. 

102 
Pillar  of  Trajan,  i.  427 

numerous  figures  upon,  i.  428 
M.  A.  Antoninus,  i.  428 

critical  remark  on,  i. 
429 
Antonlnu?;  Pius,  i.  429 
flame,  fpiral,  of  Mount  vEtna,  ii.  475 
Pillars    perfcratid  by  an  inie6t,  ii.  14 
at  the  haven  of  Eri.^.dili,  i^  16^ 
Doric,  in  a  houfe  at  Syracuie,  ii.  448 
ufeful,  found  at  Herculaneum,  ii.  60 
Pilot  of  H.ainibal,  tale  concerning,  ii.  203 
Pindar,  quotations   from,  ii.  54.  20.9.  301.  308. 

4J6.  438 
Pine  trees  cv  the  Piano  di  Sorento,  ii.  524 
Pinna,  a  remarl.ible  fhell-fifh,  ii.  151 
Pinnarius,  war-cruelty  of,  at  Enra,  ii.  427 
Pinturicchio,  pictures  by,  i.  295 
Piola,  Dominico,  pi£turcs  by,  i,  S2<5.  229 
Piranefi,  ftatue  of,  i.  3  74 
Pirates,  continual  drend  of,  in  Sicily,  LI.  213.  258. 

267..  275.  286.  509 
Pirniacenz,  i.  2^ 
Pifa,  early  origin  of,  i.  287 
mild  air  of,  I.  287.  289 


Pifa,  antiquity  of,  I.  288.292 
Pif:iarel!i,  gli,  or  boiling  Iprings,  ii.  ^e 
P':fii?ia,  what,  i.  421 

miralilis,  a  remarkable  vault,  i.  504 

conjecture  concerning,   ii.  49r 
Place  of  the  Porta  del  popolo,  beautiful,  i.  29§- 
Placcnz3,  city  of,  i.  253,  254 
Plague  at  Naples,  ii.  57 

and  fmali  pox,  at  Melllna,  ii.  221 

at  Agrigentum,  ii.  .o, 

in  the  camp  of  the  Carthaginians,  ii.  349 
Plains,  burning,  ii.  10 
Plaifler,  ancient,  ii.  45 
Plants  and  trees,  i.  43    108.  109.  205.  288.  7C)0. 

297-  35°'  395-  457'  458- 
460.    464,  465.  479.  492.  ii. 

32-  34..  35'  39-  41- 43-  53- 
68.  72.  76.  86.  91.  96.  104. 
108.  no.  115,  L16.  128.  130, 
131-  134- 143. 144- H'7-  180. 
186.  194.  225.  227,  ?28.  230. 

^33- ^35- ^37-  ^U-^5S-'^73- 
277.281.284,285.307.311- 
465.471.524.526.536.5^2, 
580.606 
Planting  of  wheat,  ii.  130 

Platani,  the  river  Halycus  ci  the  ancients,  ii.  2S6' 
Plato,  fuppofed  head  of,  i.  435 

particulais  concerning,  ii.  325 

at  Syracufe,  the  firfl  time,  ii.  352 

fold  as  a  flave,  ib. 

honoured,   yet  feared,  by    Dionyfius   the 
younger,  ii.  353 

and  Dion  at-  Athens,  ib. 

return  of,  to  Dionyfius  the  younger,  ii.  2S4- 

demanded' by  Archytas,  ii.  255 

advice  of,  to  Dion,  il.  ^61 
Plautus,  quotation  from,  ii.  595 
Pliny,  the  death  of,  ii.  20,  23 
Po,  river  of,  i.  193.  199,  200.  204.  239.  ii.  23 8" 

charafterized,  i.  200 
Poachers,. numerous  in  Bohemia,  ii.  610. 
Podefta,  what,  i.  217.  247 
Podiuiu,  what,  ii.  492 
Po'-ir.Sj  i.  41.  389.  44a 

Poet,  Dionyfius  ambitious  of  being  a,  il.  35c 
Poetry,  mufic  and  dancing,  u'lion  of,  ii.  100 
Pole,  foaped,  humorous  feats  at  a,  ii.  149,  150 
Poli,  Signor,  hiilory  of  Ibell  ulb  by,  ii.  70 
P<.hcletus,  an  ancienc  fculptor,  ii.  6 
Follenz,  a  dift'rift,  i.  96 

Pollio,  Don  ?  arlc,  particulars  concerning,  ii..i6^ 
Polynrnus,  wife  advice  of  li.  ,:  16 
Polypi. emus,  courtftii;  of,  d.  4}!.  476 
Polyxenus,  mention  of,  li.  341 
Polyzelus,  anecdote  ot_,  li.  331 
Pomegranate,  ii.  497 

Pompeii^. 
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Pome   lii  antiqwlty  of,  il.  43  ' 

fituatiun  of,  and  fertility  of  the  country 

round,  ii.  43 
anc-unt  town  of,  vifited,  ii.  4J.  536 
unequal  terraces  of,  ii.  46 
Pontine  nnrfli,  i.  4^^i.  ii.  53^ 
Ponza,  iiland  of,  i.  492 
Pool,  bubbling  or  fpouting,  ii.  1 19 
Pope  John  XXIII.  i.  46.  117 
Martin  V.  ib. 
the  reigning,  charafterized,  i.  300.  339.  342 

proceffion  of,  i .  301 
Paul  III.  portrait  of,  by  Titian,  ii.  2 
a,  and  a  king,  tranquillity  of,  after  murder, 
ii.  315 
Poplar  tree,  i.  29 

Population  of  Agrigentum,  ii.  291 
Porcelain  manufadory,  ftatues  at  the,  ii.  7 
Porcelets,  William  of,  honourable  anecdote  of,  i. 

^^•^         ^  •        o 

Porta  del  popolo,  at  Rome,  1.  29b 

tnurnphdlh,  what,  i.  354 

L'tl'iiinue,  i.  3^4 

Maggloreox  Pneiujiina,  \.  361 

Capena,  i.363 

P;^,  i.386 
Portici,  charming  fituation  of,  ii.  1^ 
Portico  of  Oftavia,  i.  329 

the  Pantheon,  defcribed,  i.  42J 
Porto  Grugno,  a  village,  i.  256 
Portraits  of  great  men  in  the  library  at  Geneva,  i 

Portugal  watchtul  of  pirates,  u.  509 
Portus  yulius,  an  ancient  haven,  i.  490 
Pofidonia,  ancient  ruins  of,  ii.  1 1 1 

antiquity  of,  ii.  113 
Pofillpo,  the  hill  of,^i.  479 

*  charafterized,  i.  484.  ii.  Sd 
wonderful  grotto  of,  i.  480 
volcanic  fubftance  of,  ii.  42.  44 
Poft-boys,  Italian,  fome  account  of,  i.  188 
Poll  felucca,  critical  remark  concerning,  ii.  92 
Poll-houfes,  want  of,  in  Switzerland,  i.  1 13 

of  Italy,  i.  469.  ii.  603.  610 
Pot-alli,  annual  quantities  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  273 
Poulfm,  Gafpanl,  paintings  by,  i.  305.11-  54^ 

N.  piftures  by,  ii-  543.  544 
Pozzodi  Gotto,  a  place,  ii.  228^^ 
Pozzolana  allies,  excellence  of,  ii.  57 

brought  to  Mount  .-Etna,  ii,  472 
Pozzuoli  or  PuttoU,   its  fituation,   derivaticn,  hif- 
lorical  traces   and  antiquities,  i.  480. 
489 
Prague,  Jerome  of,  i.  46 

city  of,  ii.  611 
Prangin,  caflleof,  i.  183 


Prato,  the  Italian  name  of  tlie  trefoil,  ii.  iWx 
Praxiteles,  Itatue  by,  i.  430 

after,  i.  435 
Precedence  of  Palermo  and  Meffina  contefted,ii.  7-fi 
Preface,  remarkable,  to  the  codeof  Zaleucus,  ii.  208 
Preiiler,  a  German  engraver,  i.  283  _ 
Prefta  Giovanni,  quotations  from,  ii.  60.  172 

a  man  of  literature,  ii.  171 
Prieft,  friendly  character  of  a,  ii.  3 1  / 
remarks  on  the  v/ord,  ii.  512 
Prin cedes  of  Syracufe,  death  of,  ii.  41S 
Prifoners,  numerous  at  Cotrone,  ii.  183 
Procaccino  Giulio  Cefare,  piftures  by,  i.  223.  227. 

231 
Proceffion  to  avert  the  lava  of  TEtna,  u.  487 
Procida,  the  iiland  and  town  of,  characterized,  ii. 
82 
John  of,  i.  472.  ii.  82.  216 
Procles,  treachery  of,  ii.  489 
Procuratori  of  Genoa,  what,  i.  218 

Venice,  ii.  591 
Produce  of  the  vine  in  Sicily,  computation  of,  ii. 

500 
Prometheus,  fable  concerning,  ii.  309 
Promontories  of  Sicily,  remark  on,  ii.  247 
Promontory  of  Circe,  i.  40J.  453 

fingular  appearance  of  the, 
i.  483 
Mifenum,  a.  s^,  34 
Prononce,  a  ftate  paper  at  Geneva,  i.  173 
Pronunciation,  Greek,  remark  on,  ii.  50a 
Propertius,  the  temple  of  the  Palatine  Apollo  de- 
fcribed by,  i.  419 
Proferpine,  fiAulous  traces  of,  ii.  1S7 
ProfpeCt,  grand,  from  La  Superga,  i.  209 
from  the  bridge  at  Genoa,  i.  228 
Durazzo  palace,  i.  230 
fine,  from  the  Aventlne  hill,  i.  373 
Profpefts, beautiful,  i.  394.  417.  428.  451.  456. 
458.  461.  464.  482.  492.  ii.  13.  18. 
34.    40.  6().  76.  86.  89,90,  91.  96. 
108.  161.   186.  188.  194.  206.  210. 
223.  225.  229.  236.  250.  257.  4S4. 
488.  493,  494.  49^-  5-4-  53<5-  5^>2. 

^^'^  r  -      . 

Proftitution  at  the  temjile  of  ^  enup,  11.  269 

Proteltants,  burial -ground  ©f,  at  Rome,  i.  378 

Proverb,  hofpitable,  of  Switzerland,  i.  183 

Provinces  of  Sicily,  names  of,  ii.  237 

Prow  of  a  lliip  at  Pompeii,  ii.  52 

Prows,  ftratagemof  the^  381 

Prudentius,  a  poet,  mentioned,  i.  317 

Prytaneum,what,  il.  438 

Pfyche,  fable  of,  ii.  326 

Puccini,  Abbate,  characlerized,  I.  304.  3  10 

critical  remark  by,  ii.  <)^ 

4  N  2  PuccrAl, 
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Puccini,  Abbate,  verles  b)',  i.  415 

an  excellent  connoiireur,  i.  416 
Psi^jlia,  jjrovince  of,  charafterized,  ii.  120 

inhabitants  of,  charafterized,  ii.  173 
Pnlicinellc,  the  Neapolitan,  ii.  593 
Pulvlnw,  what,  i.  355.  41 S 
Punic  coins  at  Palermo,  ii.  2^54 
Pnfberg,  a  lofty  mountain,  i.  39 
Puteohinum  of  Cicero,  i.489 
Pyramid  of  Ceftius,  at  Rome,  i.  377 
Pyrometer  of  Vy''edg\vood,  defcrlbed,  i,  32 
Pyrrhic  dances,  ii.  102 
Fyrrhus,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  393,  394,395.414 

prediction  of,  at  leaving  Sicily,  ii.  395 
Pyflilus  an  ancient  colonial  leader,  ii.  290 
Pythagoras,   fchool  of  at  Tarentum,  i^. 

anecdotes  of,  ii.  175.  181 

an  exciter  to  war,  ii.  176 
Pvthagorea:is  of  Italy,  the  friends  of  Plato,,  ii.  137 


Q. 


QUAILS,  how  catched,  ii.  105.  526,  527 

Quarantine,  inconvenience  of,  ii.  i68.  223.  509 

Quays  at  Pifa,  i.  292 

Queen  of  Naples,  anecdote  concerning,  i.  343 

Quin<5lilius  Varus,  villa  of,  ii.  549 

Quin61:lus    Crifpinus,  a   Roman  commander,  ii. 

42S 
Quirinal  Mount,   or  Monte   Cavallo,   L  430 


S. 


RABBITS  in  the  ifland  of  NInda,  11.  76 
Radicofani,  a  fortitied  place,  i.  296 
Ragia,  a  fpecies  of  gum,  ii.   171 
Raibolini,  piftures  by,  i.  444 
Rain,  torrents  of,  in  the  Alps,  i.  192 
Kamfden,  Mr.  mention  of,  ii.  253 
Rangone,  Marcheie,  mention  of,  i.  340 

vafes  poflefled  by,  ii.  2 
Raphael,  pi6luresby,  i.  6.  232.  250.  255.  271, 
283.  430.  438.  441.  444,  445.  447. 

ii-  I-  544-  562.  564 
fine  drawings  by,  i,  9 
ichool  of  Athens,  drawing   of  the,  by 

himfelf,  i.  249 
particulars  concerning,  1.  267.  305-389. 

405-  415-  426-  45° 
poetical  thoughts  on,  i.  389 

buried  in  the  Pantheon,  i.  390 

letter  written  by,  i.  447 

refleftions  on,  i.  450.  ii.  608 

houfe  inhabited  by,  ii.  555 

Rapperfchweil,  bridge  of,  i.  64.  66 


Rapperfchwell,    town  of,  by  what  accident  built, 
i.  65 
trade  and  tythes  of,   i.  66 
Rauhe  Alp,  a  chain  of  mountains,  1.38 
Ravenlburg,  imperial  town  of,  i.  40 
Raynal,  Abbd,  monument  by,  i.  90,  91 
Recanati,  a  town,  ii.  ^6^, 
Rt\'h'}!iptorcs,  what,  ii.  46 
Reggio,  population  of,  i.   26a 

duchy  of,  i.  260,  261 

in  Calabria  defcribed,  ii.  206 

inhofpitality  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of,   ii.   207 
Regine,  Don  Pletro,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  88 
Region,  lower,  of  JFAiva,  ii.  473 

middle,  of  /Etna,  ii.  474 
upper,  oi  JE,tnz,  II.  476 
Regulus,  traits  of,  ii.  402 
Rehberg,  a  landfcape  painter,  Ii.  97 
Reichenau,  an  iOand,  I.  45 
Reifenlldn,  experiments  on  painting  in  v/ax  by,  i,- 

302 
Relics,  famous,  at  Loretto,  ii.  564 
Religion,  ftatue  of,  defcribed,  II.  87 
Remark,  critical,  on  Si/ie  gradum,  'Viator,  i.  392 

Icripiural,  ii.  169 
Remarks,  critical,  Ii.  358.  370.  376 
Rembrandt,  pictures  by,  II.  543 
Remo,  Saint,  oil  of,  I.  220 
Rtinonjirants,  the,  what,  i.  172 
Renatus,  anecdote  of,  i.  119 
Rene,  river  of,  i.  263 

Reply,  remarkable,  of  the  Doge  of  Genoa,  i.  218 
Repofe  neceflary  to  a  traveller,  Ii.  166.  173 
Requino,  a  work  on  painting  In  wax  by,  I.  302 
Ritiarius,  what,  I.  314 
Rcufs,  a  river,  charafterized^  I.  81.  97.  Ii.  238 

navigable,  I.  83.   loi 
Reynolds,  Sir  Jofhua,  anecdote  of,  I.  6 
Rezonico,  Prince,  mention  of,  i.  340 
RheginI  deceived  by  Dionyfius,  II.  350 

flege  and  famine  of,  ib. 

fatlric  reply  of,  to  the  Carthaginians,  ii. 
366 
Rhegium,  hiftorlcal  traces  of,  ii.  205 
Rheinmagen,  town  of,  i.  17 
Rheinthal,  a  place,  i.    124 
Rhine,  fcenery  of  the,!.  16.  18,  20.  ii.  238 
at  Schaffhaufen,  1.  50 
fall  of  the,  ib. 
Rhodes,  generofity  of  HIero  to,  ii.  409 
Rhodian,  a  daring  and  dextrous,  II,  404 
Rbomhus,  afifh  of  the  ancients,  I.  458 
Rhone,  river,  i.  164,  165.  i8i.  1S9.  Ii.  238 
Rhythmus,  Greek,  charafter  of,  II.  101 
Riccia,  valley  of,  i,  394.  401 

Richterfchweil, 
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Richterfchwell,  vifit  to,  i.  62 

country   and   people   dclcribed'j  i. 
63 
RIedefel  cited,  ii.  125.  181.467 
rneaiurement  by,  ii.  305 
Rigi,  mountain,  the  lituation  of,  1.  77,78.  80.  85, 

86,  8y.  92.  102 
Rimini,  the  ancient  Rimhium,  ii.  ^68 
Ring,  iron,  fabulous  tale  of,  i.  404 

Conradin  betrayed  by  a,  ii.  21? 
Ritterftiaufen,  town  of,  i.  11 
River  of  fire,  ii.  26.  482,  483 

Aujidus,  or  Ofanto,  ii.  125,  126 
Hydrus,  ii.  i63 
Nafo,  ii.  230 
San  Angelo,  ih. 
Rofmarino,  ii.   232 
Tufa,  ii.  234 
Termini,  ii.   337 
Tefin,  ii.   238 
Salfo,  ib. 
Adda,  jb. 
Rivers  palling  through  lakes,  opinion  concerning, 

and  brooks,   beds  of,  dried,  ii.   J17.  126. 
13  X.  185.  228,  229.  23a 
Riviera,  a  diftri6t,  1.  96 
Rivoli,  town  of  i.   196 

comic  opera  at,  ib. 
Rivulet,  petrifying,  ii.  112 
Road,  magnificent,  1.  215 

to  Milan  characterized,  1.  252 
from  Rome  to  Naples,  i.  454 
cut  through  a  hill,  1,  493 
Roads  of  the  ancients  narrow,  i.  402 

advantages  of  the,  I.  402 
Roman,  of  lava,  ii.  28.  83 
of  Italy  and   Sicily  chara6lerlzed,   11.  77. 
III.  167.  182.  184.  193,  194,  246.  255. 
287.  567 
Robbers,  why  numerous  In  Milan,  1.  252 
near  Placenza,  1.  256 
anecdote  of,  ii.  40 
highway  of  Puglia,  11.  183 
Rochemelon  mountain,!.  196,  197.  200 
Rock,  remarkable,  1.  464 

crag  of,   thrown  from  the  crater  of  Vefu- 

vius,  11.  1 7 
trembling  of  the,  11.  18 
paffage  cut  through  a,  11.  ^^ 
in  the  form  of  a  mutliroom,  11.  85 
Rocks,  beautiful,  near  Terracina,  1.  456 
magazines  for  oil  in,  11,  170 
hurled  by  Polyphemus,  facing  Trapani,  11. 

2/2 

Rolle,  town  of,  1.   163 

RoUin,  remark  of,  concerning  Archimedes,  ii,  452 


.514. 


rioman   foldiers,   treachery  and    maffacre  of,    at 
Rhegium,  ii.  396 
republic,  vices  of  the,  11,  435 
Romano,    Julio,    pidures    by,    i.    232.    38c.    ii. 

.142 
Romans,  fanguinary  propenfity  of  the, 
315'  ,':Ji'5,  317 
revengeful,  1.  468.  11.  80 
luxury  of  the,  Ii.  14 
cruelty  of  the,  ii.  140.  464 
political  juftice  of  the,  11.  398 
daring  and  political  genius   of  the.   ii, 

firft  maritime  efforts  of  the,  ih. 
condoled  by  Hiero,  ii.  408 
terror  of  the,  at  the  machines  of  Archie 
medes,  ii.  427 
Rome,  fite  of,  remark  concerning,  1. 


grandeur  of,  1.   29S,  209 
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fatety  of,  from  roJjbers,  i. 

frequent  murders  at,  ib. 

free  intercourfe  of  fociety  at,  1.  342 

valuable  plan  of  ancient,  I.368 

ancient,  ambition  of,   in  works  of  art,  i, 

427 
Iron  genius  of,  charafterized,  11.  50.  80 
Romulus  and  Remus,  temple  of,  1.  324 
anecdote  concerning,  i.  33  1 
temple  of,  i.  349 
Ronciglione,  a  place,  1.  297 
Rolbach,  behaviour  of  the  Swifs  at,  1.  61 
Rofenlauer  glacier,  1.  109 
Rofmarino,  a  river,  ii,  232 
RoHarno,  fertile  valley  of,  ii.  188 

in    part   ruined   by   the  earthquake  of 
1783,  ib. 
Roftrum  of  a  fhip,  i.  228 
Rota  civile  of  Genoa,  what,  1.  219  » 

crlminale  of  Genoa,  ib. 
Rotunda  of  the  Circus,  conjeilures  concerning,  1. 

361 
Roufleau,  Jean  Jacques,  anecdotes  of,  and  reflec- 
tions concerning,  i.  142,  143.  172 
fcenery  defcribed  by,  1.  156 
writings   of,    prohibited   at  Geneva,  I. 
172 
Rubens,   pi6tures  by,   i.  5,  6,  7,  8.  15.  200,  201. 
227.    229.   231.    233,    234.    283.    ii. 

544 
Rucello,  the  brook,  11.  307 
Rudis,  what,  i.  315 

Rudolphus,  Count,  anecdote  of,  and  his  beautiful 
wife,  and  fteward,  i.  65 
Ton  Erlach,   anecdote  concerning,   i. 

67.   116 
of  Hablburgj  anecdote  of,  1.  114 
Ruhr,  a  river,  i.  4 

Ruins, 
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•Ruins,  corijeiflures  concerning,  i.  2^2 

of  Paeftum,  dilcovery  of  the,  ii.  112 
Egella,  ii.  262 
'Selinus  fcattcred  by  an  earthquake,  ii, 

278 
Catania,  ii.  463 
■Rumilly,  a  town,  i.  189 
lluvo,  a  place,  ii.  172 
ilye  fcarce  in  Italy,  ii.  77.  502 

S. 

SACCHI,  Andrea,  pidure  by,  ii.  545 
Satfron  ilower  of  Savoy  collefted,  i.    191 

Ihovvers  of,  and  where  gathered,  i.  321 
Sail,  black  woollen,  ii.  ^6 
Sailors,  Sicilian,  jocund,  ii.   23a 
Saint  John,  the  nioft  famous  pi6lure  in   the  Duf- 
feldorf  gallery,   i.  6 
John,  fingular  anecdote  concerning,  i.   7 
Gall,  abbot  of,  an  opprellbr,  i.    123 
Saints,  honour*  paid  to,  in  Sicily,  ii.   132.  134 

day?,  how  kept  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  ^^^^ 
Sdla  di  Partenico,  a  place,  ii.   258 
Salerno,  bay  of,  ii.    no 

literature  of,  ii.    T14 
Golfo  di,  ii.  526 
aplacc,_ii.   ^3^ 
Salpe,  a  place,  ii.    125 
Salfemi,  a  town,  ii.   276 
Sal fo,  a -river,  ii.  238 
Salt  inclofed  in  ftone?,  ii.    144 
native,  at  Taranto,  ii.    152 
taken  by  force,  ii.    153 
compulfory  purchafe  of,  ii.   166 
Salto  del  Cane,  a  volcano  of  ^Etna,  ii.  4S2 
Salvani,  cleftrical  difcoveries  by,  i.  274 
Salvator  Pvofa,  pictures  by,  i.  202.  ii.  541 
Salvatore,  San,  church  of,  at  Bologna,  i.  270 
Salvi,  Francefco,  the  works  of,  i.  36^ 
Salutation,  forced,  paid  to  the  ftatues  of  horfes,  ii. 

60 
Saluzzo,  Count,  a  man  of  learning,  i.   204 

IMarquifate  of,  on  whom  dejjendant,  il>. 
Sambuca,  a  war  machine,  ii.  426  ! 

Samii,  treachery  of  the,  ii.   219 
■Samnitcs  and  Romans,  origin  of  the  u'ar  between, 

i.  467 
San  Angelo,  tower  of,  at  lichia,  ii.  89 
Calogero,  a  niGuntaln,  ii.   237 

and  Dpedalus,  coiijefture  concern- 
ing, ii.   285 
Ciriaco,  a  hill,  ii.  566 
Criovanni  di  Tiduccio,  a  place,  ii.    15 
Giuliano,  the  ancient  Mount  Eryx,  ii.   268 
.women  of,  remarks  concerning,  ii. 
269 


San  Giuliano,  jealoufy  of  the  inhabitants  of,  il, 
270 
Marco,  a  place,  ii.  232 
Marino,  town  and  republic  of,  ii.  56S 

government  and  manners  of,  ii.  569 
Ivlartino,  monaftery  of,  ii.  257 
Sal vadore,  hermitage  of,  ii.   26 
Silveftro,  the  ancient  5^riZ^r,  ii.  557 
Stefano,  a  town,  ii.  234 
Vito,  a  watch-tower,  ii.    144 
dance  of,  ii.    1^4 
Sannazaro  the  poet,  anecdotes  of,   i.  484 
Santa    Agatha,   a  place,    ii.    232 

Cafa,  or  holy  houfe,  travels  of  the,   il.  563 

revenue  of,  ii.  ^6^^ 
Madonna  di  Luca,  la,  church  of,  by  what 

means  built,  i.  272 
Maria  di  Nifcemi,  a  town,  Ii.  317 

Tindaro,  monaftery  of,  11.  228 
Santi  a  botanlfl:,  i.  290 

Saracens,  traces  of,  and  particulars  concerning,  ii, 
109.  214.   221.   248.  250.   258.  269. 
276.  281.  286..  448.  490.  492,  566- 
Sarcophagi  an  obje£l  of  traffic,  i.  374 
Sargans,  a  place,  i.  124. 
Sarto,  Andrea  del,  drawing  by,  i.  249 

piftures  by,  I.  284,  285 
Saturn,  conje6lure  concerning,  i.  330 
Savignano,  a  town,  ii.  ^/O 
Sauli,  patriotic  family  of,  at  Genoa,  i.  22S 
Savoy,  counts  and  dukes  of,  governors  of  Geneva, 

i.  166,  x6j,  168 
Savoyards,  kind,  cheerful,   and  opjirefled,  I,  158. 
188, 189.  T98 
indul'try  of,  i.  190,  191  , 

Saufebach,  a  rivulet,  i.  1 13 
Saufeberg,  a  mountain,  ib. 
Sayings  remarkable,  of  Lewis  XI.  i.  217 
Scamavdrus,  a  river  of  Sicily,  ii.  263 
Scarabaeus.     See  Ladj'-tird. 
Scaurus,  prodigious  theatre  built  bv,  i.  312 
Scenery,  i,  25.  27.  28.  40.  44.  48.  151.  62.  77, 
86.  88.  92.  94,  95. 105. 107,  108,  109. 
112.   146.    150.   j^6.  163.   189,  190, 
191,   192,   193,   194.   197.   200.  2P4. 
209,  210.  ii.  106.  108.  no.  115.  15)4. 
2JCO.  229,.  2JO.  234,  235,  236.  243, 
244.  2,50.  257.  27^5.  454.  473.  475. 
478,  479.  483.  488.  493,  494.  496, 

523.  .^)'24,  5^5-  53°-  533-  536.  559. 

^^63.  612. 
Schacher,  rivulet,  anecdote  of,  i.  98 
Schaflliaufen,  town  of,  i.  50.  ^^ 
Schalken,  pi(5\ure  by,  I.  8 
Scheideck,  i.  ic6.  108 
Schldone,  pi6lures  by,  II.  2 
Schinz,  Rudolf,  mention  of,  ii.  13  i 

Schinznach. 
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Schlninach,  a  place,  !.  90 

Schloirer,  an  author,  charadterizcd,  i.  29 

SchoL-f!,  what,  ii.  51 

Schonbornlull,  palace  of,  inhabited  by  the  fugitive 

brothers  of  Lewis  XVI.  i.  19 
Schonbrunn,  gpcen-houfe  at,  ii.  606 
Schoolmalter,  treacherous,  ii.  1557 
Schreckenhorn,  mountain  of,  i.  102.  104.  io5 
Schubart  imprifoned  by  the  Duke  of  Wiirtembcrg, 

Schwalbach,  i.  21 
Schwarzenburg,  a  place,  i.  I20 
Schweitz,  canton  of,  attempts  to  raife  the  pay  of 
France,  i.  59 
the  mol^  warlike  of  the  thirteen  cantons, 
i.  66.  94.  99 
Sclacca,  ancient  and  modern,  defcrlbed,  ii.  284 
Scipio  Nafica,  anecdote  of,  i.  3  1 2 

the  bell  of  the  Koraans,  i.  567 
Barbatus,  the  farcophagus  of,  i.  433 
P,  Africanus,  fpeech  of,  ii.  37 

popularity  of;  ii.  38 
refentment  otV  ii.  39' 
grave  of,  ih. 

fuperflition  concerning,  ib. 
bult  of,  in   the    iiufeum  at 

Portici,  ii.  64 
llatues  of  Sicily,  reftored  by, 

Sclpios,  tombs  of  the,  i.  360 

SciroccQ   wind,  effefts  of,    i.    221.  256.  458.    ii, 

143.  -45.  249.  275.  31^.442 
Scodella,  La  Madonna  della,  a  picture  fo  called,  i. 

Seorla  and  afhes,  prodigious  maffes  of,  ii.  18 

Scorpion  of  Sicily,  ii.  .^O'^ 

Scrivano,  a  corrupt  otiicer  of  the  police,  ii.  183 

Scylla,  or  So  glio,  a  place,  ii.  194 

the  prince  of,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  194,  195 

remarkable  fituation  of,  ii.  195 

effe^ls  of   the  earthquake  of  1783   at,  ii. 

19.5. 
the,  ot  Homer,  remarks  concerning,  ii.  197 

rock  ot,  defcribed,  ii.  199 

cliffs  of,  piciurelque,  ii.  200 
Scythes,  anecdotes  of,  ii,  220 
Sea  coaft  at  Naples,  beauties  of  the,  i.  481 
boundaries  of,  how  contrafttd,  ii.  44 


Secular,  what,  {.  3 14 
Seeds  colle»Scd  by  the  Count,  ii.  ^^2 
Seibolt,  a  painter,  particulars  concerning,  ii,  60ft- 
Sdeftion,  diiliculty  of,  i.  269 
Seligni,  a-.-illage,  i.  182 
Selinunti!,  valour  of  the,  ii.  279 
Seliuu!',  t!;':'  enormous  ruins  of,  ii.  278 

279. 
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aples  injurious  to  trees,  11.  69,  'jo 


weeds,  putrid,  at  Brindlti,  ii,  163. 
odoriferous,  ii.  164 

motlori  of  the,  deceptive,  ii.  10,7, 

fait,  nati.e,  at  Trapani,  ii.  268 

marriage  ot  the,  ii.  588 
SebethiiS:  an  ancient  river,  ii.  i^. 
Seech' I-   ap'ita,  la,  poem  of,  i.  262 
Secret  comraunityj  dreadful,  iL  273. 


hiftorical  traces  of,  ii. 
liege  of,  ii. 
Semar,  a  rivulet,  i.  193 
Semmcring,  a  mountain,  ii.  604 
Semp-ichj  battle  of,  i,  6'j.  loi 
Senators,  pahice  of,  at  Rome,  i.  334 
Senigaglia,  the  town  and  fair  of,  ii.  ^67. 
Senncrcy,  i     '^6 
Sennhlitten,  ib. 

Sepulchre,  royal,  of  Sardinia,  i.    20S 
Sepulchres.,  fubterranean,  of  Glrgenli,  ii.  30^ 
Theion,  ib. 
of  Agrigentum,  ii.   306 
Serani,  Eli'zabetij,  pidlure  by,  i.   271 
Serenade  on  the  water,  i.  459 
Serenades,  ancient  praftice  of,  ii.  259.  26^ 
Serf,  or  vatTalage,  of  Sicily,  ii.  ^508 
Service-tree,  fruit  of,  ii.  496 
Servilii,  monuments  of,  i.  5  (^iS 
Servility,  colloquial,  of  the  Italians,  ii.   ij'3 
Seffa,  a  town,  I,  466 
Seven  hills,  the,  i.    16 
Sfere  di  Cavalli,  a  plain,  ii.  250 
Sicr^js,  family  of,  i.  247 
Shaklpeare  ftudied  as  a  hiftorian,  ii.   137 
t  Sneep  of  iMilan,  i.  253 

of  Puglia  the  fineli  in  Italy  ii,  121 

white,  atTaranto,  remarkable  property  oif>'>. 

ii.   143 
clothed,    to    proteft   the  wool   from  bram=» 

bles,  ii.   i^^ 
and  g'^ats  of  Italy  good  ii.  504, 
excellent  near  San  Silveftro,  ii,  ^^8 
Shell-fifh  at  Naplet,,  i.  479.  il.  78 

mannt  ■  of  breeding,  ii.  14J 
monopoly  of,  ii.    142 
Shells  inclofcd  in  llcnes,  ii.   144.  159,  160 
Ship,  mechanifm  of  a,   ii.   598 
Sliips,  ancient  cultorn  concerning,  ftill  preferved> 
ii.   236 
of  the  Syracnfians  biirned    by  themfelvesi 

ii-  319 

Shops,  nivmerous,  at  Tuiin,  i.  212 

Shores,  the  charming,  anecdote  of,  ii,  219 
b'^-vjlilul,  ii.  233 

Sibyl,  refia^nce  of  the,  ii,  13 

Sicilians  and  Neapolitans  characterized,  ii.  ^i3i- 

Sicily,  revolutions  of,  ii.  214- 

the  verdant  illand,  ii.  235 
geographical  divifion  of,  ii,  237 

Sicily^ 
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Sicily,  fertility  of,  ii.  257.  ,316.  494. 

when  a  Roman  province,  ii.  454 
Sickle  ufed  inftcad  of  the  fcythe,   i.  26 
Siculiana,  p(;pulation  of,  ii,  286 
Siege  of  Aielfandria,  i.  214 
Capua,  i.  467 
Melfina,  ii.  221 
Himera,  ii,  239 
Agrigentum,  ii.  294 
Selinus,  ii.  279 
Gela,  ii.315.  .342 
Syracufe  by  the  Athenians,  ii,  336 
Himilco,  ii.  349 
Hamilcar,  ii.  382 
Lilybaeum,  ii.  351 
Syracufe,  by  tlie  Romans,  ii.  42  "J 
Siehl,  the  river,   i.    72 
forelt  of,  i.    76 
Sienna,  fite  of,  i.  293 

antiquity  ot,  ib. 
population  of,  i.  294 
buildings  of,  ih. 
cathedral  of,  ib. 
Sioifmund,  the  Emperor,  anecdote  of,  1.  117 
Signoria,  the,  of  Genoa,  what,  i.  218 
Silaro,  a  river,  ii,  no 
5ilk  manufaftory  at  Sorento,  ii.  106 

improved  cultivation  of,  in  Calabria,  ii.  203 
cultivation  of,  near  Mellina,  ii.  225 
manufactory  near  Caferta,  ii,  538 
Simile  of  the  bats  of  Homer,  ii.  55 

Calabria  pregnant  with  a  giant,  ii.  210 
Homer,  twilight  and  moon-light,  ii.  211 
the  foreft  of  hillory,  ii,  288 
Slmois,  a  river,  ii.  263 
Sinope,  a  place,  i.  466 
Sinuefa,  ruins  of,  i,  466 

Sixtus  the  Fifth,  Pope,  public  works  by,  i.   307 
Skating,  allonifliment  of  the  Italians  at  feeing,  i. 

379 
Skull  of  a  robber  encaged,  i.  2j6 

Skulls  and  bones  found  at  Pompeii,  ii.  47 

in  the  catacombs,  Ii,  ^17 

Sky-light,  good  etfefts  of,  i.  425 

Slave  in  the  difguife  of  Agathocles  killed,  ii.  373 

Slaves,  Turk ifli,  at  Genoa,  i,  234,  235,  236 

ranfom  of,  i.  23^5 

galley,  at  Genoa,  i.  234 

of  the  French,  ib. 

fugitive,  become  marauders,  ii.  174 

Sleep,  little,  of  the  Italians  and  Sicilians,  ii.  2^59 

Smoke  of  Vefuvius,  portent  of,  ii.    15 

compared  by  Pliny  to  the  pine 

tree,  ii.  23 

pillar  of,  at  Mount  iEtna,  ii.  473 

Snakes  of  Sicily,  ii,  50j 

Snow  at  Rome,  i.  I'^i) 


Snow,  mode  of  preferring,  ii,  442.  476 

Social  intcrcourle,  refledlions  concerning,  I,  342, 

34-3 
Societies,  benevolent,  of  Italy,  i.  287 
Society,  a  remarkable,  at  Florence,  i.  286 

eafe  of,  at  Vienna,  ii.   604 
Socles,  archite(^lural,  ii.  262 
Socrates,  the  father  of,  a  fculptor,  i.  29  (J 
dancing,  ii.  100 

chronological  anecdote  of,   ii.  347 
Soda  or  l;ali,  annual  produce  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  273 
Sodoma,  pictures  by,   i.   449 
?olanto,  fortrefs  of,  ii.  245 
Soldiers,  P^oman,  anecdote  o{,  i.  298 
Soleure,  the  friend  of  Berne,  i.  115 
•Solfatara,  a  fulphurous  jilain,  ii.  9.  480 
hollow  ground  of,  ii.  9 
lulphurous  vapours  ot,  ib. 
foil  of,  ii.  10 
Solificio,  caibade  of  tire  at,  ii.  482 
Solitude,  the,  a  palace  near  Stutgard,  extenfive  view 

from  garden  of,  cenfured,  i.  ^6,  37 
Songs  or  ballads  of  Naples  and  the  illands,  ii.  531, 

Sophocles,  quotations  from,  I.  382,  ii.  371 
Soradte,  mountain  of,  i.  374,  ii,  5^1,  5^57 
Sorento,  town  of,  defcribed,  ii.  104.  524 

valley  of,  characterized,  ib, 

remarkable  fituation  of,  /'/'. 

charming  fcenery  of,  ii.  loj 

population  of,  ib. 

excellent  vegetables  and  fruits  of,  ii.  ic6 
Sofillralus,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  372,  ^'J^.  376 
Sollratus,  a  chief  of  the  Syracufians,  ii.  395 
Soubife,  Prince  de,  treatment  of  the  Swifs  by,  i,  61 
Soul,  beautiful  allegory  concerning,  i.  435 
Sounds,  audible,  in  ancient  theatres,  ii.  493 
Soufa,  Count,  mention  of,  i.  391.  402 
Spagnioletto,  piftures  by,  i.  231 
Spagnuolo,  or  Ribera,  pi6tures  by,  ii.  5 
Spallanzani,  the  philofopher,  i.  243,  ii.  472 
Spanifli  gravity,  i.  459 

government,  fecurity  of,  in  Italy,  i.  4*74. 
488 
Spartans  the  friends  of  tyranny,  ii.  346 
Spartivento,  a  })romontory,  defcribed,  ii.  207 
Spe6tres  and  goblins,  remark  concerning,  i.  398 
Speech,   freedom   of,  promoted  by  Timoleun,  ii. 

.57/. 
Speronari,  failing  boats  fo  called,  ii,  517 

Speronaro  of  the  Count  chafed  by  a  corfair,  ii. 

Spies  of  Venice,  ii.  587 
Spina  of  the  Circus,  what,  i.  3  1J4 
Spinarins,  ftatue,  fo  called,  i.  336 
Spoleto,  population  of,  ii,  ^60 
a  duchy,  ii,  ^61 

Sportf- 
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Sportl'mcn,  agility  of,  in  Ilchia,  ii.  90 
Spoto  the  canon,  hofpitaliry  of,  ii.  ;^og.  311 
•Spring,  early  and  durable,   of  Italy,  ii.  ^2.  14^. 
::2y.  2.35 
eternal,  in  the  valley  of  Sorento,  ii.  10^ 
fulphurous,  ii.  118 

in  the  iflaud  of  Pantellaria, 

ii.  275__ 

flrange  quality  of  a,  ii- 159 
Springs,  hot,  near  Termini,  ii.  243 
fulphurous,  ii.  318 
numerous,  of  Favignana,  ii.  271 
Sfahia  buried  by  Vefuvius,  ii.  108 
.Stain3,  mulberry,  how  waflied  out,  ii.48S 
SlaluSiitL.s,  c^Ytrns  of,  ii.  536 
Stansrtadt,  vifit  to,  i.  86,  87 
iState  inquilitors  of  Venice,  ii.  5^5 
States  of  the  church  barren,  i.  297 
tJtatue  of  the  Virgin,  with  infcription,  1.  28 
Viftor  Amadeus,  i.  200 
antique,  of  a  ileeping  Cupid  at  Turin,  i. 

210 
of  Andrea  Doria,  i.  222 

St,  Sebaftian  at  Genoa,  i.  229 
Antoninus  Pius  at  Pa\:a,  i.  241 
of  Frederic  the  fifth  at  Copenha^^en,   ib. 
Peter  the  Great  at  Peterlburgh,  il>. 
thehorfe,  remarks  on,  i.  241,  242.  255 
Pope  Pius  V.  i.  242 
coloffal  of  M.  A.  Antoninus,  i.  3^;^ 
of  Neptune  cenfured,  i.  364 

the  Gladiator,  difcovery   concerning,  i. 

411 
coloflal  of  Trajan,  i.  428 
St.  Peter,  ib. 
Paul,  i.  429 
of  the  Apollo  Belvidere,  i.  43J 

but  a  copy,  ib. 
Laocoon,  i.  433 
a  cow,  remarlcable,  i.  434 
Fifherman  of  Cyrene,  i.  435 
Antinous,  i.  438 
Tiberius,  near  Naples,  i.  50 j 
of  the  Famefe  Ilercules,  ii.  6 

Religion,  excellent,  ii.  87 
coloffal  of  Heraclius  at   Barlctta    made  a 

Saint,  ii.  129 
Cf  Sxn  Cataldo,  convcrfation  with,  ii.  149 
Stefichorus,  ii.  243 
Saint  John  at  Caliellvetrano,  ii.  276 
the  Pope  at  Ancona,  ii.  5-67 

C'efenn.  li.  570 
Gattamelata,  ii.  ^79 
Sfcatues,  oJd  German,  i.  27 

remarkable,  in  the  hofpi'al   at  Genoa,  i. 
232 
Vol.  II. 


Statues,  filver,  of  Saint  Ambrofe,  and  Carlo  Bov- 
romeo,  i.  248 

of  Adam  and  Eve  at  Milan,  i.  2^0 
the  Farnefe  family,  i.  2  j^ 

at  Florence,  i.  280 

of  the  Venus  dc  Mcdicis,  Apollo,  knife- 
whetter,  wrcltlers,  dancing  Fauns,  Ari- 
adne, Hercules,  and  Morpheus,  i.  2S0 

beautiful,  by  Bernini,  i.  295 

oi  the  Capitol,  i.  3 JJ 

mufeum  of  the  CapiLol,    i.    2;^'^. 

Egyp.tlan,  i.  36S 

in  the  Villa  Alba:ii,  1.382,  383 

Palazzo  Rundanini,  i.  384 
Giuftiniani,  1^. 

Villa  Eorghefe,  i.  407.  411,412, 

413 
Pantheon,  i.  424 
placed  on  high  pillars,  cenfured,  i.  430 
coloffal  of  Caftor  and  Pollux,  ?'/'. 
in  the  Mufeum  J'ium   Clementiaum,  i. 

433 
in  the  univerfity  of  Naples,  ii.  6 
and  bults  at  the  Porcelain  Manufaclorv 

of  Naples,  ii.  7 
of  the  two  Balbi  found  at  Herculaneum, 
ii.  19.  60 
muf(5um  at  Portici,  li.  60.  64 
Tarentini,  ii.  139 
reftored  by  Sci])io,  Ii.  343 
at  Agrigentum,  ii.  298 
of  the  Syracufians  fold,  ii.  ^^6^ 

Peter  and  Paul  at  Syracufe,  ii.  440 
in  the  great  palace  at  Padua,  ii.  580 
at  Prague  cenfured,  ii.  611 
Staufacher,  "Werner  von,  anecdote  of,  i.  99 
Stephen,  Saint,  church  of,  at  Genoa,  i.  233 

knights  of  Saint,  i.  289 
Stercutius,  the  God  of  manure,  ii.  ^z 
Sterzinger,  father,  a  man  of  letter.-,  ii.  2  ■j  3 
Stefichorus,  the  poet,  anecdote  of,  ii.  2-^9.  243 
Stewards,  influence  of',  in  Sicily,  ii.  jJoS 
Stockberge,  mountain,  i.  104 
SiomaUnuion,  conjecture  concerning,  ii.  180 
Stone,  volcanic,  i.  402 

remarkable,  found  at  Pompeii,  ii.  47 
quarries,  grand  and  prodigi-ous,  at  Syracufe, 

ii-  AS->  4.>.5.  4.^4 
of  debtors  at  Padua,  ii.  579 
Stones,  fliowers  of,  dangeroxi"^,  ii.  16 
Stomis,  frequent  at  Vienna,  ii.  iCoS 
Stoves,  pernicious  eficfts  of,  i.  24 
Strabo,  Itrong  fight  of  a  perfon  lo  named,  ii.  274 
Stratagem  of  Gelo.  ii.  2±i 

Hanuo.  ii.  36S 
4  O  Stratagem 
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Stratagem  of  the  owls,  n.  381 
prows,  lb. 
Agathocles,    before  Utica,   ii.  386 
and  the  Tyrrhcni,  ii, 

387.. 
Strategi,  fignltication  of  the  word,  ii.  ^:i^ 
Sircels  of  Italy,  narrow  and  crooked,  i.  279 

Pompeii,  ii.  48 
Streng,  Major  von,  mention  of,  i.  46 
Stromboli,  illand  and  volcanic  mountain  of,  ii.  186 

account  of,  ii.  521 
Strongoli,  a  place,  ii.  175 

Students   of    Stutgard,     education,     punifliment, 
pride,  number,  maintenance,  and  uni- 
form of,  i.  35,  36 
medical,  how  treated  at  Pavia,  1.  240, 

24J  ^    .. 

Stufe  di  San  Germano,   hot  vapour  baths   of,   n. 

.30 . 
Stutgard,  unlverfity  of,  defcribed,  i.  35 
Subltruftion,  a  word  ukd  by  Cicero,  i.  393 
i)u!phur,  efhcacy  of,  in  rheumatifm,  ii.  9 

pure,  of  /Etna,  ii.  480 
Sulphurous  lands  and  waters  of  Sicily  and  Italy, 

ii.318 
Sun  dials,  ancient,  ii.  64 
Sunday,  joyous  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  2^58 
Superllition  of  the  Italians,  i.  398 
Surfee,  fite  of,  i.  loi 
Sufa,  a  place,  i.  193.  196 
Swabia,  people  of,  i.  28.  44 

John  of,  anecdote  of,  I.  iij 
knight?  of,  vanquiflied  by  the  Swlfs,  i.  120 
Swede,  difcovery  by  a,  i.  ^33 
Swinburne  quoted,  ii.  50.  52,  187.  485 
Swine  of  Milan,  i.  254 
Swifs,  mercenaries,  i.  59,  60.  120,  121 
viftories  of,  1.  67 
charafterized,  1.   68.  81,  82.  87,  88.  104, 

105.  135,  136 
guard  at  Rome,  i.  301 
German,  charafterized,  ii.  515 
Switzerland,  benevolent  inftitutions  of,  i.  138 

populous,  i.  144 
Sword-tiili,  defcription  of,  ii.  201 

excellent  eating,  ii.  202 
fifliery  of  the,  ib. 
ftrange  vafl'alage  concerning,  ib. 
Syagrus,  anfwer  of,  to  Gelo,  ii.  329 
Sybaris,  fituation  of,  ii.  [43 

razed  by  the  Crotonlans,  11.  176 
Sybarites  and  Crotonlans,  wars  Vetween,  ii.  17^ 

anecdotes  of,  ii.  176 
Syndicatori  of  Genoa,  i.  219 
Syraca,  a  marfh,  ii.  328 
Syracufe,  relleftions  at  the  fight  of,  ii.  324 


Syracufe,  derivation  of  the  name  of,  ii.  328° 
compared  to  the  fpring,  ii.  330 
contentions  lor  freedom  in,  ii.  332 
defolation  of,  ii.  368 
mallacre  of,  under  Hippocrates,  ii.  424 
i\e.gt  of,  ii.  425 

deftruftion  of,  by  the  Saracens,  ii.  435 
revolutions  of,  ii.  435,  436 
ancient  grandeur  of,  ii.437 

population  of,  ii.  439 
clear  atmol'phere  of,  ii.  441 
women  of,  charafterized,  ii.  444 
ancient  cuftom  of,  ii.  458 

Syracufian  council  of  fix  hundred,   maflacred,  Ii. 

374 
Syracufians,  attempts  of,  to  free  themlelves  fronx 

Dionyfius,  ii__34.3>  344 
characterized,  ii.  372.  378 
cruel  a6t  of  the,  ii.  383 
Syrinx,  modern  and  ancient,  ii.  558 
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TACITUS,  where  born,  ii.  559 

Tagliacozzo,  a  town,  ii.  21 5 

Taglatzung  of  the  Swifs  Cantons,  what,  and  whea 

aflembled,  i.  58 
Talwyl,  profpeft  from,  i.  6^ 
Talys  of  Sybaris,  anecdote  of,  ii.  175 
Tamboriae  defcribed,  ii.  531 
Tanaro,  a  river,  character ized,  i.  213 
Taormina,  the  ancient  Tauromennini,  ii.  489 

population  of,  ii.  492 
Tapfiis,  an  ancient  town,  ii.  323,  324 
Tara,  the  river,  ii.  144 
Tarantella  dance,  ii.  531 
Taranto,  pronunciation  of,  ii.  137 
population  of,  ii.  139 
Archbilhop  of,  anecdotes  concerning,  ii. 
^  140,  141.  143.  148.  151,  152 
air  of,  balfaraic,  ii.  140 
by  whom  made  an  iiland,  ib. 
remarkable  manufaftureat,  ii.  151 
Tarantula,  enquiries  con<rerning  the,  ii.  103.  153 
defcriptif-n  of  the,  ii.  154 
dancing,  probable  knavery  of,  ii.  154 
Tarentine  words,  Gre°k  derivatioa  of,  ii.  156 
Tarentines,  ancient  and  modern,  voluptuoufnefs 
of,  139.  iJ^i.i^o,  151 
fuperftition  of,  ii.  148 
fportf  of,  ii.  149,  150,  151 
beauty  of,  ii.  150 
Tarc7itum,  the  refidence  of  Virgil,  ii.  135 

ancient  grandeur  of,  ii.  13 7;  I38,  139 
Taro,  inundation  of,  i.  2^5 
Tarpeian  rock,  anecdote  concerning,  i,  331.  338 

Tarquin, 
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Tarquin,  treachery  of,  1.393 
TaiTo  and  Taironi  confounded,  1.  262 
anecdotes  of,  ii.  107.  576.  580 

and  charafteriitic  traits  of,    ii. 
107 
Tafte,  falfe,  in  gardening,  ii.  ^^^ 
Taurafia,  ancient  name  of  Turin,  i.  199 
Taurus,  Mount,  ii.  489 
Taxes  of  Switzerland,  trilling,  i.  97.  1 11 
Genoa,  i.  237 
injurious  at  Naples,  ii.  72 
vexations  of,  ii.  507 
Tear  vials,  mention  of,  ii.  468 
Tclamoncs  in  ancient  architeiture,  what,  ii.  7 
Teleclides,  warning  of,  to  Timoleon,  ii.  365 
Telemachos  the  hermit,  Itory  of,  i.  317 
Tdtfylos  an  ancient  place,  i.  461 
Tell,  William,  llatueof,  i.  76 
anecdotes  of,  i.  89,  90,  91 
chapel  of,  i.  95 
wooden  Image  of,  i.  137 
Temperta,  picture  by,  II.  543 
Tempeft,  miraculous,  I.  428 
Tempelts  of  Mount  Vefuvius,  II.  28 
Temple  of  Apollo,  near  thelakeof  Avernus,  ii,  13 
Caftor  and  Pollux,  at  Agrlgentum,  ii. 

Clltumnlan  Jupiter,  ii.  561 

Concord,  at  Glrgenti,  Ii.  302 

Diana,  ancient,  i.373 

Fortuna,  II.  5<57 

Giants,  at  Glrgenti,  ii.  304 

Hercules,  ii.  303.  549 

Jerufalem,  pillars  of,  at  Rome,  i.  422 

Juno  Regina,  former,  i.  373 

Juno  Sofpita,  I.  404 

at  Croton,  ii.  181 
at  Glrgenti,  ii.  302 

Jupiter,  at  Herculaneum,  II.  19 
Latian,  i.  397 
near  Terraclna,  i.  4_57 
Olympius,  at  Agrlgentum,  ii. 

300- 303-305 
ISIcns  Bona,  at  Paeftum,  ii.  113 
Mephitis,  ii.  120 
Minerva,  at  Athens,  ii.  1 1 1 

at  Glrgenti,  Ii.  302 
Neptune,  at  Pofidonia,  \h. 
Palatine  Apollo,  I.  418 
Palici,  the,  II.  318 
Phopbu.=  and  Diana,  ruins  of,  I.  323 
Rediculus,  i.  3  159 

now  a  hogftye,  I.  360 
Proferpine,  at  Glrgenti,  ii.  304 
Tullis,  the  goddefs,  Ii.  549 
Velia,  ii.  560 

Venus,  on  iVlount  Eryx,  ii.  269 
Vulcan,  at  Agrlgentum,  ii.  30^ 


Temple,  ruins  of  a,  at  Pozzuoli,  II.  14 

grand  ruins  of  a,  at  Pompeii,  II.  46 
to  the  memor)'  of  DIocles,  ii.  3  -;9 
Temples,  why  built  by  the  Roman  kings,  I.  ;^2,'^ 
durability  of  the  ancient,  ii.  280 
of  Sicily,  at  what  period  built,  ii.  306 
Terence  quoted,  i.  3  14 
Termini,  a  town  and  river,  11.  237 
Tcrtninui  and  ju-vtnius,  pertinacity  of,  i.  331 

chapels  of,  i.  ;^^^ 
Terni,  the  ancient  Inlcrainna,  ii.  559 

population  of,  ii.  560 
Terraces  of  Pompeii,  II.  45 
Terraclna,  a  town,  1-455 
Terra  di  Lavoro,  mention  of,  Ii.  77.  121 

d'Otranto,  gems,  coins,  and  vafes,  frequent!) 

found  In,  ii.  160 
de  gli  Pulci,  the  land  of  Fleas,  II.  281 
Terranova,  the  town  and  river  of,  II.  313,  314.316 
Tefm,  a  river,  rife  and  courfe  of,  ii.  238 
Tefta,  Archbilhop,  particulars  concerning,  ii.  25J. 

Tetnang,  an  Auflrian  diftrift,  i.  40 
Teverone,  the  river,  i.  ^6;^.  386 

anciently  the  Anio  Ainc?is  An\eiius,  ii. 

j4.5 
Theatre  at  Geneva,  fome  account  ot,  i.  185 
Turin,  I.  202 

of  the  comic  opera,  i.  203 
Genoa,  I.  232 
•'    immenfe,  at  Parma,  1.  2';9 

fea  fight  reprefented  in,  jh. 
firft  permanent,  when  built,  I.  319 
covered  with  cloth,  i.  320 
ruins  of  a,  at  Pompeii,  ii.  45 
Greek,  at  Syracufe,  ii.  450 
at  Catania,  Ii.  464 
ruins  of,  at  Taormina,  II.  49-2 
Theatres,  ancient,  but  fcatiblds,  i.  311 

building  of,  anciently  prohibited,  ic. 
jjrodlglous,  of  Rome,  i.  312 
forn^  of,  among  the  ancients,  ih. 
of  the  Greeks,  capacioulnefs  of,  ii.  19 
when  firft  built,  ii.  451 
acouftic  properties  of,  ii.  493 
Themlftus,  allaffinatlon  of,  II.  417 
Theocritus,  mention  of,    and  quotations  from,  ii, 
179,    180.    325.    412.   449.   471, 

.  47.5'  476 
Theodoric,  King,  works  by,  I.  4^6 
Theodorus,  a  lover  of  freedom,  Ii.   ^49 
Theodofius,  anerdote  of,  I.  246.  2  jX 
Theodotus,  fortitude  and  treachery  of,  ii-  4^3 
Tbcrvia:  of  Diocletian,  i.  006 

meaning  of  the  term,  ih. 

prodigious  buildings  of,  ib. 

fports  and  recreations  of,  ib. 

of  Caracalla  prodigious,  i.  42  t 
4  O  2  Therrngr- 
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Thcnr.ae  of  Agrlppa,  i.  426 

at  Catania,  ii.  463 
Thennop}l;«,  remarkable  day  of,  il.  242.327 
Theron,  iiicritloii  of,  ii.  240.  303 

monument  of,  ii.  294 
Tiit-ito,  courageous  and  affeftionate  aufwer  of,  ii. 

Thief  taker,  daughter  of,  fest  as  the  wife  of  a  ty- 
rant, ii.  34S 
Thiules  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  182.  232.  2S5.  JJT3 
Thoenen,  murdered  by  Pyrrhus,  ii.  395 
Thrafliing,  ancient  manner  of,  preferved,  ii.  237 
Thrafo,  fage  council  and  death  of,  ii.  413,  414 
Thraf\bulu?,  hiltorical  traits  of,  ii.  315.  331 
Thrafydpeus,  hiftorical  anecdotes  of,  ii.  242.  331 
Thrafyllus,  prophecy  of,  i.  506 
Thun,  town  of,  i.  103 

diftrift  of,  and  government,  i.  1 13 
Thurgau,  diftri6\  of,  i.  46.  124 
Tiaiini,  a  painter,  i.  26S 
Tiber,  yellow  waters  of,  i.  29S 

itatue  of  the,  i.  435 
Tiberius,  decifive  vet  odious  chara^ler  of,  ii.  94, 
95-  97  . 

palace  ot,  in  Capri,  ii.  96,  97 
twelve  great  palaces  of,  in  the  iiland  of 
Capri,  ii.  97 
Tlhur  and  Tivoll,  the  fame  town,ii.  154.  ^545 

ruins  ol,  ii.  54S 
Ticinello,  canal  of,  i.  239 
Ticinum,the  ancient  name  of  Pavia,  i.  239 
Tickets,  ancient,  to  the  theatre,  ii.  62 
Tide,  ebbs  and  llov/s  of,  in  the  Alediterranean,  ii. 

2CI 

Tides  of  the  Mediterranean,  ii.  139 
Tiger  taught  to  hunt,  i.  319 
Timocrales,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  3  j6.  ^6i 
Timolcon,  anecdote  of,  ii.  220 
family  of,  ii.  ;)6;^ 
dejection  of,  ii.  365 
artifice  of,  ii.  366 
vi'ilory  of,  ii.  367 
the  love  of  treedom  of,  ii.  Cy6g.  371 
death  of,  ii.  372 
Timo])hanes,  anecdotes  and  death  of,  ii.  364 
Tifchbein,  a  German  artiit  at  Naples,  i.  488.  ii.  3 
TilVot  the  phyfician,  anecdote  of,  i.  159 
Titian,  pi6lures  by,  i.  248,  249.412.  ii.  2.  4.  ^43 
Todi,  mountain  of,  i.  62 
Toggenburg,  county  of,  I.  123 
I'omb  of  Virgil,  i.  485 

Mammia,  ii.  52 
Archimedes,  ii.  4^1 
^Fombs,  ancient,  near  Naples,  ii.  41 
Torre  dclla  Fam.e,  la,  i.  293 
di  Patria,  ii.  38 
di  Ciavo'.i,  a  place,  ii.  229 
del  Hlofofo,  la,  on  Mount  /Etna,  ii.  481 
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Torfo,  the  famous,  i.  432 

of  Prince  Bifcari,  ii.  4(^7 
Tortona  or  Dertona,  i.  238 
Tour  dc  Ply],  la,  a  town,  i.  157 
Tower,  famous,  of  Pifa,  i.  290 
Towers  for  catching  pigeons  011  the  Apennines,  ii, 

r  o  •' 

Towns,  wal'e:!,  none  in  the  cantons  of  Schv/eitz, 
Uri,  Unterwald,  Glaris  and  Appenzel, 
i.  79 
of  Afia,  deftroyed  by  an  earthquake,  i.  505 
famous  for  ancient  artifts,  ii.  49 
fituation  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  230 
'  Trabia,  river  of,  i.  235 
Trade,  how  opprefiedat  Zurich,  i.  59 
neglected  at  Lucerr.e,  i.  83 
of  Alellandria,  i.  214 

Piedmont,  ih. 
limitations  of,  at  Genoa,  i.  222 
oppreinons  of,  ii.  170,  17 1 
of  JMeffina,  ii.  224 
Sicily,  ii.  508 
Tragedy,  derivation  of  the  v/ord,  i.  410 
Trajan,  proverb  concerning,  i.  'Ji\^ 
indulgence  of  Gladiators,  ih. 
pillar  of,  i.  427 
Trani,  a  town,  population  of,  ii.  129, 
Transfiguration,  the  picture  of  the,  i. 
Trapani,  derivation  of,  ii.  267 

excellent  haven  of,  ii.   2(58 
population  of,  ib. 
no  bookfeller  at,  ii.   C73 
Traveller,  error  of  a,  correfted,  ii.  44^ 
Travellers,  poor,  how  fupplied  at  Berne,  i.  13S 
cenfured,  i.  266.  ii.  512 
Italian  notions  concerning",  ii.  126 
falfe    accounts  of   the    itates    of  the 
church,  given  by,  ii.  571 
Travelling,  flownefs  of,  in  Italy,  ii.  116 

modes  of,  in  Ital)',  ii.  580.  603,  604 
Travertine  ftone,  1.307.11.  112.  262 
Treachery  of  the  Saniii,  ii.  219 

Hippocrates,  ii,  220 
Trees,  lopped  and  peeled,  i.  154.  222.  238 
iiidmg  down  mountains,  i.  136 
why  planted  in  Lombardy,  i.  252 
want  of,  in  Tufcany,  i.  296 
verdure  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  312 
power  of  the  roots  of,  over  rock,  ii.  4^4 
Trevico,  a  place,  ii.  124 

Tribunal,  fecret,  of  Germany,  mention  of,  ii.  272 
Tr'icUnhan,  what,  ii.  51 
Trinkets,  ancient,  for  ladies,  ii.  63 
Tripergole  dellroyed  by  anearthcpiake, i.  496 
Triphone  Santo,  military  honours  paid  to,  ii.  132 
Tripi,  town  of,  ii.  228 
Tripods,  ancient,  ii.  61 
Trippelj  a  celebrated  fculptor,  i.  53.  ii.  556 

1'rippel^ 
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Trlppel,  monument  for  Geffner  by,  i.  71 
Triton,  Nereid,  and  Cupids,  i.4.35 
Triumphs,  place  and  manner  of,  among  tlie  Ro- 
mans, i.  397 
Trogilian  haven,  ii.  438 
Tromboni,  fire  arms  fo  called,  i.  203 
Tronchin,  Mr.  opponent  of  Rouffeau,  1.  172.  185 
Trophies  of  Trajan,  i.  ^63 
Trurtaldino,  what,  ii.    593 
Truffle  of  Piedmont,  i.   205 

hound,  Hk 
Tfchudy,  General  von,  hofpitality  of,  I.  464 


106 


Tufa  flone,  mention  of,  i. 

Tunny  tilliery,  ii.   244 

Turin,  gates  early  thut  at,  i 
origin  of,  i.    199 
beautiful  fitvmtion  of,  i.^, 
plan  of  the  city,  i.  199,  200 
pifture  galleiy  at,  ii.  200 
ftreets  of,  huw  cleanfed,  i.   204 

populous,    i.    '2X2 

Turnpikes,  none  in  Italy,  Ii.   77 
Turnus  Herdouius,  anecdote  of,  i.  395 
Turret,  altronomical,  i.  210 
■'{  ufa,  a  town  and  river,  ii.   234 
Tufcany,  where  barren,  i.  29J 
Tufonlui/i,  account  oi,  ii.  540 
Tyndarides,  hiilorical  anecdote  of,  ii 
7)nu's  taken  by  Agathocles,  ii.  580 
Tyrant,  fatiric  wifli  In  favour  of  a,  il.  346 
Tyrant?,  policy  of,  ii.  345,  346.  350 

not  to  be  truited,  ii.    '^j!^6 
Tyrrheni,  origin  of  the,  i.   275 

characterized  by  Dicdorus,  il). 

power  of,  at  fea,  ii.  33  i.  :]33 

plundered  by  Dionyfius,  ii. 
Tythes  of  Ziirich,  what,  i.  59 

Hiero,  ii.  409 
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VACCARE,  piaure  by,  ii, 

Yalais,  country  of,  I.  106 

Val  Demone,  geogra})hy  of,  ii.  237 

Icenery  and  limits  of,  Ii.  473 
di  Noto,  geography  of,  ii.  237 
di  Mazzara,  geography  of,  ib. 
Valenciana,  a  citron  fo  called,  ii.  123,  224 
Vallengin,  county  of,  and  government  defcribed,  i. 

144,   145 
Valentin,  caftle  of,  i.  204 
Valerius,  patriotic  anecdote  of,  i.420,  421 
MelTala,  anecdote  of,  Ii.  81 
the  Conl'ul,  fent  to  Sicily,  ii.  398 
Valley,  molt  beautiful  In  Italy,  Ii.  j  10 

a  beautiful,  near  Avellino,  ii.  ji_5 


Church, 


Valley,  beautiful,  ii.  229 

Van  Blumen,  landfcapes  by,  i.  412 

Vandals,  traces  of,  ii.  602,  603 

Vanderwerf,  piclure  by,  i.  8 

Vandyke,  pidlures  by,  i.   201.    226,    227.    230. 

Abraham,  doubt  concerning,  ii.  JJ43 
Vanvitelli,  a  celebrated  archlteft,  ii.  1537 
Vapours,  mephitic,  in  the  States  of  the 

i.   297 
Vaieof  bafaltes,  remark  on,  i.  438 
ancient,  like  a  tea-pot,  ii.  63 
with  the  water  of  the  Nardus,  ii.  12^ 
Vafes  in  the  mufeum  of  the  Capitol,  i.  37a 
in  the  Villa  Borghefe,  I.  409,  410 
Greek  and  Etrufcan,  dill:inguitlied,  ii.  2 
of  the  palace  of  the  Capo  di  Monte,  ib. 
found  at  Nola,  ih. 
fold  by  the  foldiers  of  Gxlar,  ii.  3 
copied  by  Tifchbelu,  ib. 
hiftorlcal  ufe  of,  ib. 
beautiful,  of  Nola,  ii.  78 
of  Taranto,  conjectures  concerning,  ii.  147 
of  Thrrnia',  the  modern  Sciacca,  ii.  285 
beautiful,  of  Prince  Bifcari,  ii.  468 
of  murrha,  ib. 

painted  after  Raphael,  ii.  56^ 
Vaffalage,  or  Serf  of  Sicily,  ii.  508.  510 
ValVals,  great,  how  weakened,  i.  165 
Vats  found  at  Pompeii,  II.  48 
Vavilts,  rocky,  of  the  promontory  of  iSIifenum,  ii, 

Udine,  a  town,  ii.  602 
j  Veal  of  Sorento,  excellent,  Ii.  106 
i  Ueberlingen,  Imperial  town  of,  i.  44 
I  Vega,  benevolence  of  Francefco  de  la,  Ii.  192 
^^egelation,  drynefs  of,  In  Sicily,  ii.  312 

progrefs  of,  over  lava,  ii,  469 
Veil,  (lege  of,  i.  395 
Veletri,  a  town,  i.  403 

charming  fituation  of,  i.  4^1 
Vella,  hiftorlcal  anecdote  concerning,  i.  420 
Vellino,  a  river,  the  ^inclent  VcTnius,  ii.  ^59 
Venice,  fmgular  profpeft  of,  ii.  581 
hittorical  traces  of,  ii.  582 
trade  of,  ii.  583 

nobility  and  government  of,  ii.  ^584.  59^ 
magilirates  of,  ii.  591 
ftrong  fituation  of,  ii.  592 
population  of,  ii.  601 
Venofa,  a  place,  ii.    i2_5 
Ventotlene,  illand  of,  i.  492 
Venus  de  Medicis,  llatue  of,  at  Florence,  i.  28b 
Verdure  of  Switzerland,  I.  103 

of  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  3^5.  235.  3  ^^ 
Vernet,  anecdote  of,  i.  306 
Veronefe,  Paul,  pictures  by,  i.  229.  412.  ii.  57S 

Veronefe. 
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Yeronefe,  Paul,  true  name  of,  i.  305 

Yerres,  traits  of  the  charafter  of,  ii.  30J .  409. 434. 

489 
Vedls,  Leonine,  ii.  1 14 
Verzelli.     See  Sodoma,  1.  449 
Vefpers,  Sicilian,  i.  472.  ii.  82.  2 16 
A^'eltels,  earthen,  at  Pompeii,  ii.  5,3 

in  the  mufeum  at  Portici,  ii.  60 
Vefta,  temple  of,  i.  347 
\''eftibulum,  what,  i.  421 

Vefuvius,  noifes  heard  in  the  mountain  of,  ii.  16. 
26.  28 
firft  appearance  of,  ii.   16.   2,3 
difficult  of  afcent,  ii.    16.    19.  26 
fubterranean  uproar  of,  ii.  17 
fhaken  by  its  eruption,  ii.  18 
firlt  known  eruption,  ii.  20 
grandeur  of  the  eruption   in    T/^2,  ii. 

21 
ancient  conjettures  concerning,  ii.  22 
but  a  hill  compared  to  ./Etna,  ib. 
dreadful  eruption  of,  in  1779,  ii-  2j 
annual  eruptions  of,  ii.  24 
eruptions  of,  in  163  i,  17157,  and  i779» 

tb. 
vegetation  of,  ii.   27 
Vctturlni,  account  of,  and  remarks  on,  i.  188.  ii. 

580 
Vevay,  defcription  of,  i.  i^J 
nfens,  a  river,  i.  457 
Uffenau,  illand  of,  i.  64 
Ugolino,  anecdotes  of,  i.  289 

tragedy  of,  ib. 
Viands,  ancient,  in  the  mufeum  at  Portlcl,  ii.  63 
Vibius  Virius,  anecdote  of,  i.  467 
Vi6lory,  firft  naval,  of  the  Romans,  ii.  401 
Vienna,  fociety  at,  charafterized,  ii.  604 
extent  and  jiopulation  of,  ii.  609 
Vietri,  a  place,  ii.  no.  5,35 
A'illa  Nova,  a  place,  i.   213 

Ludovifi,  built  by  Dominlchino,  i.  326 

ftatues  and  antiquities  of,   i.  326, 

r-1-  329 

garden  of,  i.  326 
Borghefe,  charming  garden  of,  i.  351.  413 

anticpiities  of,  i.  406 
^Ibani,  antiquities  of,  i.  380 
Barbarini,  ancient  ruins  of,  i.  392 
Reale,  a  public  walk  at  Naples,  i.    479.  ii. 

68 
of  Nero  near  Naples,  ii.   13 
of  Cicero  at  Pompeii,  ii.  52 
di  San  Giovanni,  a  place,  ii.  203 
laid  out  on  lava,  ii.  469 
Aldobrnndini,  ii.  541 
d'Efte,  ii.  550 
Panfili,  ii.  555 


Villas  of  Brutus  and  CalTms,  at  Tivoli,  ii.  550 

Vill'icu',  what,  ii.  52 

Vinci,  Leonardo  da,  pidlures  by,  i.  248.  2J1.444, 

445;  »i-   2 
voluminous  works  of,  at  Milan,  i.  249 
anecdotes  of,  i.  446 
Vine,  the,  mode  of  planting  in  Piedmont,  i.   19^ 
plants,  and  wheat,  intermingled,  ii.  130 
the,  introduced  to  Syracufe,  ii.  498 
remarks  on  trimming  the,  ii.  500 
peculiar,  of  the  iiland  of  Ifchia,  ii.  528 
Vinegar  of  the  four  thieves,  ii.  538 
Vineyards  of  Mount  yEtna,  ii.  472 

dltTerent   modes    of  planting,   in  Italy 

and  Sicily,  ii.  "Joo 
of  Bohemia,  ii.  610 
Vino  Brufco,  and  Vino  Amabile,  what,  i.   189. 
205 
del  Terremoto,  ii.  204 
Vintage  defcribed,  i.   183 

early,  of  the  Piano  dl  Sorento,  ii.  528 
Vircnzio,  Don  Piedro,  vafes  colle6led  by,  ii.  78 
Virgil,  quotations  from,  :.  321;.  33°y  33'^'  So'i ■ 
35°- 357- 378- 455- 457- 463- 470-481. 
497.  ii.  12.  30,31.  3S,36.  40,  41.  71. 
113-  119-  13  j- 145-  264.  308.  449.  $62. 
fuperftition  concerning,  i.  480 
at  Naples,  i.  484.  ii.  31 
the  tomb  of,  i.  48 j^ 

real  fite  of,  ii.  1 15 
miftakes  of  commentators  concerning,  1, 

.497 

Vilconti  Galeazzo,  mention  of,  1.  239.  244,  247 
monument  of,  i.  244 
Abate,  mention  of,  i.  438 

Vlfo,  a  mountain,  i.  197.  200 

Vitellius,  phyfiognomical  beauties  of  a  head  of, 

characterized,  ii.  8 
Viterbo,  town  of,  i.  297 
Vivara,  illand  of,  ii.  84 
Vivarium,  what,  i.  323 
Ulm  and  cathedral,  i.  38,  39 
Ulrich  von  Hutten,  mention  oi,  i.  64 
L^lylVes,  geography  of  his  voyage  to  hell,  i.  500 
Unlverfity  of  Naples,  ii.  6 
Unterwald,  canton  of,  i.  87 

worthy  people  of,  i.  87.  137  1 

Volcanello,  the  illand  of,  ii.  205.  521 
Volcanic  countries,  tertility  of,  ii.  25 

matter,  did'erent  kinds  of,  ii.  44 
Volcano,  fuppofed,   but  afterward  contradicSled,  i, 
275.  279 
of  Stromboli,  ii.  522 
Volcanoes,  traces  of,  i.  296.  395.  500.  ii.  9,  42, 
43 .  83 .  1 1 8.  205.  461 .  5 1 8.  j2 1 .  558 
Volta,  the  Chevalier,  mentioned,  i.  243 

Volta, 
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V'>Ita,  e!e(5lrlcal  dilcoverics  by, 

Voltaggio,  a  place,  i.  2,38 

Voltaire  cenlured,  i.  18 

Volterra,  piftures  by,  ii.  55,3,  554 

Volto,  a  mountain,  ii.    12a  > 

Volturno,  the  ancient  Vulturnus,  i.  466- 

Voluptuoufnels  of  the  Romans,  i.  4^4 

Vomitoria,  what,  i.   358 

Von  Bofe,  a  botanilt,  mention  of,  ii.  606 

Vofs  the  tranllator,  merit  of,  i.470.  499.  501.  ii. 

145 

Vow  of  Victor  Amadeus,  i.  207,  208 

Vows  to  build  temples  by  the   Roman  Kings,  i. 

.331 
Urbino,  duchy  and  town  of,  ii.  ^6^] 
Uri,  canton  of,  i.  95,  96 
Urn,  earthen,  in  the  form  of  a  faddle,  ii.  78 
Uiiica,  liland  of,  ii.  258 
Utenfils,  ancient,  ii.  60,  61.  63 
Utica,  ftratagem  of  Agathocles  before,  ii 


!86 


W. 


^4 


/■ 


Manduria,  ii. 
earthquake  of 


WADENSCHWEIL,  town  of,  i 
Waters,  ancient,  ii.  62 
Waggons  of  Piedmont,  i.   206 
Waldltridte,  lake  of  the  four,  i.  92 
Walk,  the  public,  at  Ziirich,  i.  <,^. 

at  Laufanne,  i.  159 

at  Geneva,  i.  181 

at  Turin,  i.  204 

at  Naples,  i.  478.  ii.  68 
Wall,  ancient  and    remarkable,  of 

placed   end-upward    by  the 
178J,  ii.    190 
Walls,  prodigious,    built  by  Dionyfius  the  elder, 

ii.  456 
Walnut  tree  and  fruit,  i.  ijjS.  191 
War,  eternal,  between  Genoa  and  the  Turks,  i. 

237 
facetious,  at  Naples,  i.  485 
Peloponnefisii,  u.  342 
firft  Punic,  clofe  of  the,  ii,  40S 
War-horn  of  the  Swifs,  i.  1 19 
War  fpoils  of  Trajan,  i.  333 
Wafps  of  Si.  ay,  ii.  505 
Watch-tower,  law  c  oncerning,  ii.   144 
WaiCii-towevo  oi  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  38 
Water,  profuii  ufe  of,  by  the  Romans,  i 

gurgling,  or  boiling,   in  Mount  Vefuvius 

ii.    19 
three  years  old,  comment  upon  its  age,  ii. 

fcarce,  and  preferred  in  cifterns,  ib. 
flag n a-,  u!   153 
wai  .  oi,  at  Cotrone,  ii.  181 
medical  ufe  of,  ii,  442 


144. 
362 


266 


Waterfall  near  Richterfchweil,  i.  68 
in  Unterwald,  i.   88 
of  Stampfbach,  of  Jungfraunbrunnen, 

and  of  Eeatutbach,  i.    104 
of  Gielbach,  twelve  delcents  of,  i.  loj 
of  Oldfbach,   of   Wandclbach,   and  of 

Falkenerbach,  i.    106 
of  Alpbach,  of  Dorfbach,  of  Muhlen- 

bach,  and  of  Reichenbach,  i,  107 
of  Staubbach,  i.   m 
of  Doux,  i.   149 
of  Semar,  i.    193 
of  Acqua  Pendente,  i.  296 
at  Bagnara,  ii.   194 
at  Scyila,  ii.   19^5 
famous,  of  Terni,  ii.  5^9 
Waterfalls  of  Tivoli,  ii.  546 

and  the  Rhine   compared, 
ii.  547 
Watering  of  lands,  i.   102.   214.   243 
Wax,  anatomical  preparations  in,  i,  240,  0.66 

bleached  at  Ancona,  ii.  c^66 
Wax-colours,  paintings  in,  i.  30a 
method  of,  i.  303 
durability  of,  ib. 
Way,  iEmilian,  i.   262 
Flaminian,  i.   299. 

Appian,  monuments  on  the,  i.  392.  402 
repaired   by  the  prefent   Pope,  i. 

452 
repaired  by  Trajan,  i.  453.  ii.  162 
gcldfmiths',  remarkable,  ii.  148 
Weights  and  meafures  of  Sicily,  ii.  245.  500.  jo5. 

508.  530 
Well  hot  enough  to  boil  eggs  in  two  minutes,  ii. 

13 
remarkable,  at  Syracufe,  ii.  448 
Wenzellaus,  piftures  by,  and  anecdotes  of,  I.  388. 

413. 
Wetterhorn  mountain,  i.  106.  109 
Whale  ftranded  on  the  ftiores  of  Calabria,  ii.  200 
Wheat  and  grain  of  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  73.  226. 
2S3.  602 
mode  of  cultivating,  in  tufts,  ii. 

130 
fpecitjg  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  501 
wild,  conjefture  concerning,  ii.  502 
Whirlpool  near  MelTina,  ii.  201.  224 
Whiftiing,  the  muiic  of  dolphins,  ii.  94 
vVieland,  quotation  from.,  ii.  291 
Wiggenmann,  an  author,  i.   14 
Will  of  the  wifp,  at  the  Pontine  marfli,  i.  451 
Wind,  cold,  ai  Otranto,  ii.  16S 
Winds  of  the  bay  of  Naples,  remarks  on,  ii,  g^ 

hot,  ii.  246 
Wine,  RhenilTi,  i.   24 

Bergftrafsler,  i.  26 
of  Keichenau;  i,  46 

^  Wlne^ . 
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Wmc,  ofZug,  i.  So 
ofZ'.irich,  it. 
of  l^iedmont,  I,  20_5 
of  I'ifa,  i.  293 
Albanian,  i.  401 
of  Fondi  or  C\n:ihum,  i.  460 
Falcrnian,  i.  466 
of  the  MalJiats,  ib. 
excellent,  of  Pofllipo,  i.  484 
of  Gaurus,  i.  4S9 

Mount  \'efuviu?,  ii.  19 
Sorento,  ii.  106 
Barletta,  ii.  12S 
Bari,  ii.  1.3 1 
'     Gallipoli,  when  excellent,  ii.  172 
improved  cultivation   of,   in  Calabria,   ii. 

203 
of  Gerace,  ii.  204 
red  Calabrian,  excellence  of,  ih. 
of  Monte  Gerbino,  ii.  244,  245 
of  Caftellvetrano,  ii.  284 
mode  of  making,  ii.  499 
of  Tivoli,  ii.  549 
Wines  of  Syracufe,  ii.  497 

cheap  in  Sicily,  ii.  5^4 
Winkelmann,    anecdotes    of,  i.    380.  403,    407. 

413,  414.  432.  438.  ii.  467 
Winkelritd,  Arnold  von,  anecdotes  of,  i.  67.  loi 
Winter,  feverity  of,  in  ancient  Rome,  i.  379 

banifned  from  Italy,  i.457 
Winters,  ancient  feverity  of,  ii.  146 
Wilbaden,  i.  21 

Wifdom,  legiflative,  of  Switzerland, 
Wolf  of  bronze  celebrated,  i.  ^;^6 

fuperftition  concerning,  i.  349 

thilile,  agricultural  remarks   concerning,  ii 

V.  oman,  animated  old,  in  the  illand  of  Capri,  li 

97  .  ..  * 

angry  dancing  of  a,  ii.  98 


Women  of  the  f^jiith  rontrpftcd  with  tlie  German 
and  Engliili,  ii.  260 
of  San  GiuHano,  remarks  on,  ii.  269 
rantellaria,  courage  and  iiiuvinrv  of, 

ii.  276 
'Gela,  patriotic  courage  of,  ii.  •■;i^ 
proliric  in  Italy  and  L-icily,  ii.  444 
Wool  of  a  ti 111,  ii.  151 
Wouvermans,  pidures  by,  i.  202     ■ 
Writing  deik,  ancient,  ii.  61 
Wupper,  river  of,  famous  for  bleaching,  i.  i  f 
Wupperfelde,  town  of,  ih. 
Wiirtcmberg  roads,  and  cultivation  ot",  i.  34 

Duke  of,  anecdote^;  of,  5.  ;^4,  j  ^ 
Wiirtz,  Mr.  aad  his  wife,  mentioned,  i.  5^ 


X, 


XANTIPPUS,  the  conqueror  of  Regulu,^,  ii.  403 
Xenodocus,  particulars  concerning,  ii.  383.38O. 

.     .        5S3         _ 
Xerxes,  imitated  by  Caligula,  i.  ^06 

hiftorical  traces  of,  ii.  329,  330 


Y. 


96 


YEAR  of  1779  remarkably  frucliferou.'',  ii.  2.- 
Yoviths,  celellial,  tale  concerning,  i.  3^^o 
Yverdon,  i.  153 

poor  of,  how  fupplied,  i.  1^4 

Z. 

ZACYNTHUS,  the  rendezvous  of  Dion,  ii.  355 
Zaftarana,  a  promontory,  ii.  244.  2^0 
Zaleucus  the  lawgiver,  famous,  ii.  208 
Zanclus,  an  ancient  king,  ii.  218 
Zelada,  Cardinal,  chara^terizetl,  1.3  59 
Zofingen,  town  of,  i.  102.  117 
buried   by  the  earthquake,  remarkable  '  Zoippus  and  Andranadorus,  hillorical  tracts  of,  ii. 


anecdote  of  a,  ii.  191 
Women,  Italian,  vivacity  of,  i.  304 

bad  education  and  beauty  of,  i. 

.504.  S'^S   . 
Sabine,  anecdote  of,  i.  324 
ornaments  of,  ii.  63,  64 
ribboi'i  weavers  in  Capri,  charafterized, 

•ii.  io6 
Lacedefnonian,  ii.  ^pfi 
of  Taranto,  beautiful,   ii.  it^o 
pregil'arit  and   batren,  how  afl-'cfted  by 

the  earthqu.tke  of  1783.  ii.  191.  195. 

222 
miraculous  efcape  of,  during  the  earth- 

qiiake,  ii.  19^ 
courage  of  the,  at'thefiege  of  Meflina,  ii. 

221 


41,3 
Zug,  town  and  canton  of,  i.  79.  92 

adminiftration  of  public  affairs  at,  i. 
reltltlVnefs  of  the  peoi-le  of,  i.  80 
handfome  people  of,  i.  81 


74.  79. 121 


Zuingle,  mention  of,  i. 

Zurich,  town  of,  i.  54 

wife  government  and  wealth  of, 
rank  of,  as  a  canton,  i.  57 
revenues  and  doi'nains  of,  i.  59 
military  force  of,  ib. 
how  fupplied  wiih  corn. 


Cr 


orphan-houle  at, 
cathedral  of,  i.  74 


iJ 


a  Roman  camp,  i.  7<5 
ZH-vingbtir,  term  of  contem.pt,  i.  S9,  90.  92.  99. 
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